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The Whitecourt 
Wolverines played 
a fast-paced 
game against the 
Camrose Kodiaks 
on the weekend 
and came out on 
top! The 528 fans 
in the seats were 
treated to fast 
feet, hot-potato 
stick-handling 
skills, and some 
rough stuff as 
they watched their 
hometown team 
take the win. See 
article and more 
photos on page 2.

It's a win for It's a win for 
the Wolverinesthe Wolverines

22114av0
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Fantastic Saturday night Wolverines 
game at the Scott Safety Centre 

brings big cheers from fans 

The Whitecourt Wol-
verines took on the Cam-
rose Kodiaks on Saturday 
night at the Scott Safety 
Centre. The fourth home 
game of the month saw 
a larger crowd in the 
seats thanks to a White-
court Minor Hockey U9 
Tournament in town that 
brought lots of young 
hockey players out to 
watch the game.

The Whitecourt Wol-
verines couldn’t stay out 
of the penalty box in the 
first period, taking three, 
high sticking, boarding, 
and roughing. The Cam-
rose Kodiaks didn’t miss 
the opportunity and pock-
eted two goals on the man 
advantage, taking a two-
goal lead after twenty 
minutes.

In the second period, 
things flipped for the 
hometown team as the 

Wolverines players man-
aged to keep themselves 
out of the penalty box 
and, instead, got four op-
portunities on the man 
advantage as the Kodiaks 
took penalties for holding 
(x2), goalie interference 
and a ten-minute miscon-
duct. With four chances 
on the powerplay, the 
Wolverines capitalized 
on one, with Aiden Long 
grabbing his ninth of the 
year thirty-two seconds 
into the period.

Not to be outdone, the 
Whitecourt Wolverines 
continued their push, 
scoring an even-strength 
goal just over a minute 
later thanks to an unas-
sisted marker by Kaiden 
Wiltsie, his sixth of the 
year. The Wolverines had 
successfully climbed out 
of the hole they found 
themselves in after the 
first period, tying things 

up 2-2. But that wasn’t 
it. Just before the half-
way point of the second 
period, Graham Skinner, 
assisted by Jonah Bev-
ington, scored his second 
of the year, giving his 
team their first lead of the 
game, 3-2.

The third period would 
be about staying out of 
the penalty box for both 
teams. The fast-paced 
game could change in the 
blink of an eye so stay-
ing away from penalties 
was key. Twenty-five sec-
onds into the frame, the 
Whitecourt Wolverines 
increased their lead with 
a wicked shot by Col-
by Browne, unassisted, 
bringing the score to 4-2.

Things got a bit un-
hinged as the Wolverines 
took a penalty for hook-
ing. Ten minutes later, the 

If you push a player from the other team into the net, that's a goal, 
right?

You can't have it! This puck is mine! Hey! Can't you hear my whistle?

continued on page 6

By Serena Lapointe
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BLACK
FRIDAY

SALE
Check Out Our In-store Specials!

Serving Whitecourt and area for 10 years

5012 – 50th Street
Whitecourt 

Phone: 780-778-3302
www.cainesjewellers.com
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Supporting growth in Whitecourt since 1922,  
we salute our not-for-profit community. 
Millar Western Forest Products Ltd. 
a resourceful company 

Your only LOCAL carrier serving the Community since 1950
Proud supporter of 

our local Organizations
780-778-2226

This page is sponsored by:

5027 - 51 Avenue, Open: Monday to Friday 10am - 4pm 780-396-8777

Offering support services for marginalized individuals
• Outreach worker, laundry and shower facilities 

by appt • Tax program & Bag Lunch Program

Soaring Eagle Support Society

"Serving the community for over 30 years"
The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food  

in order to help families in need. 
Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm

Phone: 780-778-2341

Located within the Carlan Services Community Centre

The Whitecourt Food Bank is operated by the Town of 
Whitecourt Food Bank Coordinator and dependent on 

volunteers to operate.The Food Bank relies on donations 
of cash or food from individuals and organizations . Lo-
cal grocery stores drop off baked goods including bread 

and pastries weekly. Other corporations and schools 
schedule food drives throughout the year.

Open: Mon, Wed, & Fri 11 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Phone: 780-778-2341

Providing timely and 
easily accessible financial 

support for Whitecourt 
patients and their families 

who are dealing with a 
cancer diagnosis.

This can include help with parking costs for hospital visits, living 
expenses and unforeseen medical expenses. Applications can 

be made through the Drs at both Whitecourt Medical Clinics or 
(office hours, can leave a message): Willow McIntyre  

(Community Cancer Navigation Nurse, McLeod River PCN) 
780-779-0079, Kim Nendsa (President of Whitecourt  

Cancer & Wellness Society) 780-778-0932  
wctcancerwellness@gmail.com

**Monthly meetings have been postponed due to COVID-19

WHITECOURT GROUP OF  
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS

All meetings are in person and online (hybrid) 
• Mondays 7:30pm
• Wednesdays 7:30pm
• and Saturdays at Noon

Meetings held at the Family Worship Center  
upstairs.
ZOOM ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude

Weekly grief support group starting September 13 through 
November 29., Tuesdays, from 6:30pm to 8:30pm., 
at Crossroads Community Church, 4419 44 Avenue, 

Mayerthorpe. $25 for 12 sessions includes your personal 
GriefShare Workbook. Pre-registration is required by calling 

Reverend Ruth Lotholz at 780-786-2695.

 

                                                             
Meetings three times each week 

• Monday       8:00 p.m........ (12 Step Meeting)  
• Wednesday 8:00 p.m...(Open Topic Meeting)  
• Friday          8:00 p.m.............(Big Book Meeting)  

 
Located at the United Church Basement on Legion St. 
(formerly 5201 – 50 Street ) 
More info Contact: (780) 396-8777. Please Leave A 
Message For Our AA member or Contact Addictions 
Helpline @1(866)332-2322  

 

Whitecourt AA Group 

Of Alcoholics Anonymous  
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Shift Incentive for Overnights

If you enjoy a fast-paced, progressive work environment and you have a passion for serving the 
local community- then this may be the opportunity for you! We believe that our values of diversity, 
collaboration, innovation and mutual respect bring out the best in our team, and we are currently 
looking to fi ll the following positions:

• Job#: 22-057, Whitecourt Transit Drivers, Casual Positions.

Please visit www.whitecourt.ca for all employment opportunities and details on how to apply.

 

   

  

 

Alberta Newsprint Company has student employment opportunities available for Summer 2023. 
Roles may be in the following areas:

QUALIFICATIONS

Candidates must be currently enrolled in post-secondary education; proof of enrollment is 
required. Candidates must be available for the entire contract term. Good physical condition is 
required. Candidates may undergo a medical assessment for employment in certain roles due 
to the physical demands required. 

TERM

May 1 to September 1, 2023

RATE OF PAY

$22.67 to $27.17; depending on position, tenure, and experience. 

CLOSING DATE:

Please submit your resume on albertanewsprint.com ➙ “Careers at ANC” 
by December 3, 2022.

NOTE:

  Interviews for these roles will be held on Thursday, December 22, 2022 ONLY. 

We thank all students that apply, but only those selected for an interview will be contacted.

2023 Summer Student Opportunities

• Paper Machine Operations 
   (Shift Work) 

• Accounting
• Sales  

• Engineering
• Environmental 

22114ka0

The Whitecourt & Dis-
trict Chamber of Com-
merce will be hosting its 
annual Santa Claus Pa-
rade on Friday, Decem-
ber 2 at 7pm in down-
town Whitecourt. Town 
Council has approved 
street closures for the pa-
rade in downtown, and 
residents will be remind-
ed of the closures clos-
er to the event date. For 
more information on the 
event, visit the White-
court Chamber of Com-
merce’s Facebook page.

The Protective Ser-
vices Committee provid-

ed an update to Council 
on safety enhancements 
being made or suggested 
along the Highway 43 
Corridor. As approved 
by Council in the sum-
mer, applications have 
been made to the Gov-
ernment of Alberta to 
place “Your Speed” 
signs along Highway 43 
at both the east and west 
entrances to Whitecourt, 
as well as install a red 
light camera at the inter-
section of Highway 43 
and Dahl Drive.

Whitecourt Town 
Council has supported 

the Summer Village of 
Sunset Point’s request to 
join as a member of the 
Capital Regional Assess-
ment Services Commis-
sion (CRASC). CRASC 
is an inter-municipal 
group that provides 
Whitecourt’s Assessment 
Review Board services.

Whitecourt Town 
Council received a quar-
terly financial report at 
the November 14 Reg-
ular Meeting. Council 
also had the opportunity 
to review the 2022 Proj-
ect List that is available 
for viewing on www.
whitecourt.ca.

Whitecourt Town 
Council has scheduled its 
2023 Planning Session 
for January 19-21, 2023.

Whitecourt Town 
Council updates
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Shop for Sale or Lease
10,000 sq ft shop with 

gantry crane, wash 
bay and offices

Call 780-706-0333

Groat Creek Estates

Call 780-706-0333

$93,000.00 plus GST per lot
Lots size is 6-9 acres

Private Financing Available
Perfect for on or off the grid.

Snowmobile and Quad trails just out your backdoor

Focus remains on making 
Highway 43 safer, with ideas 
for drivers and pedestrians

The Town of White-
court is looking at ways 
to enhance safety along 
the Highway 43 corridor. 
The recent restart of the 
Transportation Advisory 
Committee is one of the 
initiatives. The Transpor-
tation Advisory Commit-
tee includes representa-
tives from the trucking 
industry, community and 

MLA Martin Long. On 
September 16, a commu-
nity engagement evening 
was held to kickstart the 
committee and was at-
tended by Mayor Tom 
Pickard and Whitecourt 
RCMP Staff Sargent Ted 
Zadderey.

The committee's pur-
pose is to provide a place 
to discuss ways to make 
the community safer, 

including how vehicles 
and pedestrians travel 
throughout Whitecourt. 
As one of the hosts for the 
community engagement 
evening, Mayor Pickard 
provided a summary to 
the Protective Services 
Committee meeting in 
October.

During the Novem-
ber 14 regular meeting, 
Whitecourt Town Council 

saw the comments back 
from the Protective Ser-
vices Committee. Twelve 
topics were sent to the 
Protective Services Com-
mittee, and the group pro-
vided comments for each.

"There's a few that 
have been left with the 
MLA. There's a few that 
Administration is follow-
ing up on and will bring 
those forward to Council 

at appropriate times," ex-
plained CAO Peter Smyl. 
Mayor Pickard said that 
MLA Martin Long is 
"very much involved 
and very supportive" of 
the initiatives. "I've had 
conversations with our 
MLA, and he is meeting 
with Alberta Transporta-
tion people in the city to 
move these requests for-
ward, and I expect to hear 

from him shortly on any 
of the ones listed as MLA 
involved."

Items that include MLA 
Long's support included 
having better compliance 
with the current speed 
limits. The notes from 
the Protective Services 
Committee said, "the re-
quest has been submitted 

The Transportation Advisory Committee is back in action following a long absence. Meant to be a place where issues involving safety in 
Whitecourt, for drivers and pedestrians, are brought forward, the committee helps support a safer community for all. Following the first 
meeting in September, issues/ideas were brought forward to the Protective Services Committee, and Whitecourt Town Council recently got 
to see their feedback.

A good 
sized crowd 
attended 
the Friday 
night Traffic 
Advisory 
Committee 
community 
engagement 
night.

By Serena Lapointe

continued on page 7

Wolverines took another 
penalty, this time for un-
sportsmanlike conduct. 
And, just two minutes 
further, they took anoth-
er penalty, as Chase Bro-
da was sent to the box 

for goalie interference. 
Wolverines’ goalie Ben 
Charette held firm for his 
team as he maneuvered 
shots and fought through 
three near back-to-back 
penalties, protecting the 
Wolverines’ lead.

Thanks to their goal-

tender working his butt 
off in the crease, and 
players fighting off the 
Kodiaks advances to get 
back into the game, the 
Whitecourt Wolverines 
held strong and man-
aged to increase their 
lead in a period where 

they shouldn’t have 
been able to, given the 
penalties against them. 
Kaiden Wiltsie pocketed 
his second of the game, 
bringing the Wolverines’ 
total to five goals on the 
night.

The Camrose Kodiaks 

put up a brave fight and 
scored one final goal at 
the seven-minute mark 
of the third but fell short 
of tying things up. The 
final score from the 
Scott Safety Centre was 
5-3 for the Wolverines. 
The next home game for 

the Whitecourt Wolver-
ines comes this Friday 
and Sunday. On Friday, 
the Wolverines welcome 
the Spruce Grove Saints, 
and on Sunday, for the 
matinee, they welcome 
the Grande Prairie Storm 
to town.

continued from page 2
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Pembina West PetroleumPembina West Petroleum

• • 24 hour card lock service24 hour card lock service
• • Washroom & Shower FacilitiesWashroom & Shower Facilities
• • Oils and LubricantsOils and Lubricants

• • DEF available at the pumpsDEF available at the pumps
• • Fresh coff ee, confectionery, Fresh coff ee, confectionery, 

snackssnacks

3862 - 30 St, Whitecourt, AB3862 - 30 St, Whitecourt, AB
• 24 hour card lock service
• Washroom & Shower Facilities
• Oils and Lubricants

• DEF available at the pumps
• Fresh coff ee, confectionery, 

snacks

3862 - 30 St, Whitecourt, AB

WE DELIVERWE DELIVER

780-778-3239780-778-3239

Bulk FuelBulk Fuel
& Lubricants& Lubricants

to the Province for the 
"Your Speed" signs to be 
installed at the east and 
west entrance to White-
court along Highway 
43." MLA Long is said 
to have forwarded the 
request to Alberta Trans-
portation for consider-
ation. As for the current 
speed, the committee 
discussed lowering it 
but felt that compliance 
would be improved with 
the installation of the 
"Your Speed" signs.

Another topic that 
MLA Long supported is 
the discussion around an 
additional set of lights. 
"This has been a discus-
sion item for the Town 
of Whitecourt for several 
years, and the Town con-
tinues to advocate for a 
controlled traffic inter-
section at 33 Street and 
Highway 43," read the 
notes. Putting in lights, 
should it be completed, 
would be a shared cost 
between the Province and 
the Town of Whitecourt.

Other issues include 
the intersection of Pine 
Road/Caxton Street at 
Starbucks. Concerns 
were raised at the Sep-
tember engagement ses-
sion about inconsistent 
traffic flow, large trucks 
crossing the intersection 
to access the side road, 
campers using the Sani 
dump site across from 
Dairy Queen, sightlines, 
and congestion during 
peak times. "We all 
agreed at that meeting 
that there are problems 
at that intersection. We 
want (the) Planning and 
Development Depart-
ment to look at it first on 
possible solutions for us 
to consider," said Mayor 
Pickard.

The Sani dump was 
also one of the twelve 
issues raised. "It was 
suggested that the Sani 
dump station located on 
Caxton Street (across the 

street from Dairy Queen) 
be decommissioned and 
that RV traffic be encour-
aged to use other loca-
tions throughout White-
court, including the Sani 
dump at the Forest Inter-
pretive Centre. This has 
been passed on to the 
Infrastructure Services 
Department for consider-
ation," the notes read.

Having wait sequenc-
es synchronized at traf-
fic-controlled intersec-
tions for improved traffic 
flow was also brought 
forward. In the meeting, 
it was also mentioned 
that some lights on High-
way 43 pause between 
the countdown light on 
the crosswalk reaching 0 
and the lights changing 
to yellow and then red. 
At the same time, other 
intersections don't have a 
wait and the light switch-
es to yellow immediately 
following the countdown 
on the crosswalk. Notes 
stated that Administration 
had reached out to Al-
berta Transportation re-
garding wait times in the 
countdown sequences.

Another topic raised 
is having separate traf-
fic signals for left-turn-
ing traffic, similar to the 
lights at Mayerthorpe. 
"MLA Long is aware of 
the discussion surround-
ing this topic and will be 
discussing the suggestion 
with Alberta Transpor-
tation," read the notes. 
Other topics included bet-
ter lighting around main 
intersections, support for 
red light cameras, a more 
consistent layout in inter-
sections, and an update on 
the status of the Bypass 
Study released in 2014, 
which outlined the Prov-
ince's plans for Highway 
43 in Whitecourt.

Councillor Derek 
Schlosser asked about 
one of the points around 
more enforcement of 
traffic laws. "Were they 
specifically talking about 
RCMP enforcement 

along Highway 43 in 
terms of speed and (hav-
ing) more presence?" 
Mayor Pickard said it was 
a recommendation from 
the Transportation Advi-
sory Committee meeting 
that there be more police 
presence on the highway. 
"The request was to the 
local detachment that 
when they had time and 
when duties permit it, to 
increase the enforcement 
of traffic laws."

Mayor Pickard recount-
ed a recent conversation 
in the meeting. "I think it 
should be noteworthy to 
council that there was a 
day where they (RCMP) 
had some extra members 
(out), and they had three 
complaints that there was 
too much enforcement. 
I'm not sure what too 
much enforcement is, but 
if you're following and in 
compliance with the law, 
it wouldn't really matter 
how much enforcement 
there was."

Whitecourt Town 
Council voted unani-
mously to recognize the 
update from the Protec-
tive Services Committee 
and accept it as infor-
mation. Updates will be 
brought forward as feed-
back is received, and the 
Mayor and the Protective 
Services Committee will 
contact MLA Long to 
stay on top of the points 
raised.

Staff Sargeant Ted Zadderey (left), MLA 
Martin Long, and Mayor Tom Pickard.

continued from page 6
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Strolling through downtown Whitecourt is like walking in a winter wonderland, especially if you look up! Several different light designs 
are up on the streetlight poles throughout the downtown, giving the area a whimsical feel, perfect for the holidays. Next time you're 
downtown, see how many different designs you can spot. Remember to take a peek in the evenings when the decorations are lit up in 
their full Christmassy glory.

Application Location

Application Requirements

Application Dates

Wednesday, November 30... 7pm to 9pm
Thursday, December 1......... 7pm to 9pm
Saturday, December 3........ 11am to 3pm
Wednesday, December 7...... 7pm to 9pm
Thursday, December 8.......... 7pm to 9pm
Saturday, December 10.......11am to 3pm
 * no date or time exceptions
 * no phone applications

50 years of providing Christmas for those who need a little help.50 years of providing Christmas for those who need a little help.

Whitecourt 
Christmas Hamper

Whitecourt 
Christmas Hamper

Whitecourt United Church
5201 50 Street, Whitecourt

United Church is independent of the
Whitecourt  Christmas Hamper and cannot
facilitate applications or answer questions.

Only one individual per family to
attend interviews, with knowledge of all
information required 
Proof of residency required (lease,
gov't issued ID with address, utility bill)
Eligible to residents of Whitecourt,
Blue Ridge, and Woodlands County
east, central, and west.

Gift Donations
We accept new, unwrapped toys, stuffies,
arts and craft kits, family games, pre-teen
books, toques, and mittens. 
Please no food donations or toiletries.

Financial Donations
eTransfer: mrsgundy@telus.net 
Include name and mailing address for tax receipt
Drop Off: RE/MAX Advantage, Main Street
Mail: c/o Whitecourt Christmas Hamper Fund
47 Ravine Drive, Whitecourt, T7S 1H5
Tax receipts available.

whitecourthamper@gmail.com  

Donation bins are available at select participating businesses beginning mid-November.

This program is for families with dependant children age 17 and 
under,  made possible by the generosity of our community.

Have empty bottles hanging around 
the house? A quick stop at one of 
the Community Lunch Box blue 
bins in Whitecourt can clear you of 
your bottle clutter and help fund a 
worthwhile cause. Bottles donated to 
the Community Lunch Box not only 
help put food in the bellies of hungry 
school children but also give meaningful 
employment, in an inclusive, supportive 
environment, to community members 
with disabilities. Bins like this one up at 
the Roadhouse Pub and Grill can also be 
found at IGA, Starbucks, and the Bottle 
Depot. There are other similar bins at 
Staples, Home Hardware and the Curling 
Rink, and numerous gas stations.
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Auctions
MEIER UNRESERVED GUN 
& SPORTSMAN AUCTION. 
Saturday, Dec 17 - 10AM,  
4740 57 St. Wetaskiwin, AB. 
Consign Now. Free Pickup.  
Phone 780-440-1860. Visit 
www.meierauction.com for 
more details.

Career Training
LOOKING FOR A REWARD-
ING CAREER?  Massage 
Therapy offers many options. 
Study full time or in a dis-
tance format.  Contact the 
Alberta Institute of Massage 
for details at www.albertain-
stituteofmassage.com; phone 
403.346.1018.

Coming Events
FIREARMS WANTED FOR 
DECEMBER,  2022 LIVE & 
ONLINE AUCTION: Rifles, 
Shotguns, Handguns, Militar-
ia. Auction or Purchase: Col-
lections, Estates, Individual 
items. Contact Paul, Switzer's 
Auction: Toll-Free 1-800-
694-2609, sales@switzer-
sauction.com or www.switz-
ersauction.com.

Custom Homes
BLANKET THE PROVINCE 
with a classified ad. Only 

$269 (based on 25 words or 
less). Reach almost 90 week-
ly newspapers. Call NOW for 
details. 1-800-282-6903 Ext 
225; www.awna.com. 

Feed and Seed
ALBERTA FEED GRAIN: 
Buying Oats, Barley, Wheat, 
Canola, Peas, Screenings, 
Mixed Grains. Dry, Wet, Heat-
ed, or Spring Thresh. Prompt 
Payment. In House Trucks, In 
House Excreta Cleaning. Vac 
Rental. 1-888-483-8789.

WE BUY DAMAGED GRAIN 
- Heated, Mixed, Tough, Light, 
Bugs, Spring Thrashed....
Barley, Wheat, Oats, Peas, 
Flax, Canola. "On Farm Pick-
up". Westcan Feed & Grain 
1-877-250-5252.

Health
HIP/KNEE REPLACEMENT. 
Other medical conditions 
causing TROUBLE WALK-
ING or DRESSING? The Dis-
ability Tax Credit allows for 
$3,000 yearly tax credit and 
$30,000 lump sum refund. 
Take advantage of this offer. 
Apply NOW; quickest refund 
Nationwide: Expert help. 
1-844-453-5372.

Livestock Equipment
GET YOUR MESSAGE SEEN 
ACROSS Alberta. The Blan-
ket Classifieds or Value Ads 
reach over 600,000 Alberta 
readers weekly. Two options 
starting at $269 or $995 to 
get your message out! Busi-
ness changes, hiring, items 
for sale, cancellations, ten-
ders, etc. People are increas-
ingly staying home and rely 
on their local newspapers for 

information. KEEP people in 
the loop with our 90 Weekly 
Community Newspapers. Call 
THIS NEWSPAPER now or 
email classifieds@awna.com 
for details. 1-800-282-6903, 
780-434-8746 X225. www.
awna.com.

Land for Sale
3 QUARTERS OF CROP-
LAND South of Weyburn, SK. 
Distressed sale. Priced below 
market at 1.27 x assessment, 
with a 4% return with lease. 
$594,800.00. Call Doug at 
306-716-2671.

FARMLAND AND PASTURE 
LAND BY SASKATCHEWAN 
RIVER. 160 acres. Best hunt-
ing in Saskatchewan. Ex-
cellent fishing. Thick pine 
& poplar bluffs, by water 
coulee. Old yard site with 
power and water. Revenue 
Potential. East of Prince Al-
bert, SK. $248,000. Call Doug 
306-716-2671.

Services
CRIMINAL RECORD? Why 
suffer employment/licensing 
loss? Travel/business oppor-
tunities? Be embarrassed? 
Think: Criminal Pardon. US 
entry waiver. Record purge. 
File destruction. Free con-
sultation. 1-800-347-2540. 
www.accesslegalmjf.com.

Services
GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad 
credit? Bills? Unemployed? 
Need Money? We Lend! If 
you own your own home - 
you qualify. Pioneer Accep-
tance Corp. Member BBB. 
1-877-987-1420. www.pio-
neerwest.com.

Odds of a child becoming 
a top fashion designer: 1 in 7,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed
with autism: 1 in 110

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autisms peaks.org

Some signs to look for:

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

© 2010 Autism Speaks Inc. “Autism Speaks” and “It’s Time To Listen” & design are trademarks owned by Autism Speaks Inc. All rights reserved.

NEED HELP? CALL 
ANYTIME! (24-7)

Mental Health Helpline  
1-877-303-2642

Addiction Helpline 1-866-332-2322 
Health Link 811

Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858

A locally owned and family operated 
newspaper serving Whitecourt

& &

The Press is printed on high quality newsprint using 
vegetable based ink. We encourage you to share, save, 

reuse, rehash & recycle.

Published every Tuesday

The PressThe Press

Tue., Nov. 22
Mix of sun and clouds

30%
6ºC
-1ºC

W 14 km/h
-

Wed., Nov. 23
Sunny
10%
5ºC
-3ºC

W 25 km/h
-

Fri., Nov. 25
Mainly cloudy

30%
5ºC
-1ºC

SE 9 km/h
-

 Sat., Nov. 26
Mix of sun and clouds

30%
1ºC
-4ºC

W 7 km/h
-

Thu., Nov. 24
Cloudy
30%
4ºC
2ºC

SE 9 km/h
-

Dollar Values as of November 22, 2022

One Canadian Dollar = 0.74 US Dollar
at an exchange rate of 0.7457 (using nominal rate).

Money Matters

Letter to the Editor policy
The Press welcomes readers to write letters to the 
Editor. A maximum of 300 words is preferred but not 
necessary. Letters must carry a first name or two 
initials with surname and include an address and 
daytime telephone number. All letters are subject to 
editing. Please email letters to wctpress@telus.net.

Travel
WARM UP and HEAD WEST 
THIS WINTER: Osoyoos 
BC is a haven for snow-
birds looking to experience 
mild winter weather and an 
abundance of activities! Ho-
tel suites start at just $425/
week with more savings for 
monthly stays. Learn more 
at www.osoyoossnowbirds.
com, or request digital in-
formation on wintering in 
Osoyoos by emailing:  visit@
destinationosoyoos.com or 
by calling the Osoyoos Visitor 
Centre at 1-888-OSOYOOS 
(1-888-676-9667).

Wanted
WANTED SASQUATCH 
SKULL - Also purchasing SIL-
VER & GOLD coins, bars, jew-
elry, scrap, nuggets, sterling, 
999+ BULLION, maple leafs, 
bulk silver, pre-1969 coins. 
Coin collector BUYING EN-
TIRE COIN COLLECTIONS, 
old $ & Royal Canadian Mint 
coins. TODD 250-864-3521.

WANTED: Old advertising 
dealership signs, gas pumps, 
globes, pop machines, light 
ups. White Rose, Red Indi-
an, Buffalo, North Star, Case 
Eagles, etc. Collector paying 
TOP PRICES. 306-221-5908.
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Blue Ridge Community Hall
Wednesday, November 30, 9 to 11:30 am

Whitecourt Forest Interpretive Centre
Wednesday, November 30, 5:30 to 8 pm

SOCIAL NEEDSSOCIAL NEEDS  
ASSESSMENTASSESSMENT

Senior Focus Groups

Indigenous Focus Group

Online Survey
Everyone can participate through the
online survey on the Woodlands County
website or scanning the QR code.

Woodlands County is conducting a social
needs assessment to better understand the
needs and challenges of County residents.
Information gathered through the sessions
and survey will contribute to the
development of future Community Services
projects and initiatives.

Fort Assiniboine Legion
Thursday, December 1,  9 to 11:30 am 

If you have a disability, need assistance in participating or 
to register for the focus group session meal, contact 
Woodlands County Community Services 1-888-870-6315

*A light meal is available at all focus group sessions for 
participants who register.

YOUTH! We really want to hear from you!
All youth who complete the survey will
be entered to win a $20 Visa gift card.
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The Christmas season can be 
challenging for those facing 
illness or loss; an event on 

Thursday aims to help
On Thursday, No-

vember 24, at 7 pm at 
the Whitecourt United 
Church, the Whitecourt 
Cancer and Wellness So-
ciety is holding its annu-
al An Evening of Music 
event, bringing a mes-
sage of hope and peace 
to community members. 
The musical evening has 
been a yearly event since 
about 2008 but hasn't 
run through the pandem-
ic for the last few years. 
Current society president 
Kim Nendsa is happy to 
see it return.

"It's beautiful to come 
together as a community 
to celebrate and be sup-
ported. It's important to 
recognize that the holi-
days can be difficult for 
those with a serious ill-
ness like cancer or those 
who have lost someone in 
their life, especially when 
everyone (around them) 
is celebrating it as a hap-
py time. For a lot of peo-
ple, it might not be such a 
happy time, and this eve-
ning recognizes that."

Nendsa said there would 
be performers from the 
community playing for 
attendees and that there 
would also be readings 
and poems shared, which 
would touch on how dif-
ficult the season can be. 
"We hope this event helps 
recognize the beauty in 
the season and that it's ok 
to be sad. We are here for 
each other, and you are 
supported."

She explained that a few 
years after the society was 
formed (2002), founders 
Cheryl Duncan-Molloy 
and Gail Bablitz recog-
nized the heaviness that 
the holidays could bring 
and decided to hold the 
first of many musical eve-
nings. Each year, the free 
event brings out a large 

audience. With local tal-
ent sharing their gifts, 
the event is just like the 
Whitecourt Cancer and 
Wellness Society in that 
it's community members 
supporting community 
members.

"We expect our show 
to be just over an hour, 
maybe an hour and fif-
teen minutes. We have 
everything from piano 
to the Community Choir 
and Indigenous perform-
ers. It will be wonder-
ful," said Nendsa. She 
said that before restric-
tions put the yearly event 
on pause, music teachers 
would recommend pupils 
for the show. Through 
the delay, Nendsa said 
that teachers stayed in 
touch. "We really appre-
ciate that those people 
have stayed in touch with 
us as we haven't been 
able to hold this event 
for the last few years. 
It's really nice to host it 
again and have them be 
part of it." Nendsa said 
her favourite part of the 
event was listening to the 
readings shared. "I really 
like the readings. I like 
that we've had a really 
great group of volunteers 
come together for it, and 
I like seeing them again 
and hearing them."

This year's event will 
also be a "passing of the 
torch," so to speak, as 
the founders take a step 
back, allowing new fac-
es to come in and take a 
more prominent role in 
the society. "Gail Bablitz 
has been the president of 
the Cancer and Wellness 
Society, and she always 
organized this event. 
She has retired from her 
job with Alberta Health 
Services and is taking a 
step away from her re-
sponsibilities in the com-
munity. However, she is 

still available to us as an 
advisor. We've got a new 
group of people organiz-
ing this event, so it's a bit 
of the old and the new 
together, which is nice 
to see that passing of the 
torch happening."

Nendsa said she is 
grateful to Bablitz and 
Duncan-Molloy for start-
ing things and helping 
support so many. "Since 
2002, they have helped 
hundreds of people in 
our community, not just 
financially but with sup-
port through these events 
where people can come 
together and meet others 
going through the same 
things. The society has 
also supported education 
for healthcare providers 
in our community, and 
they've had conferences 
for people in the com-
munity who have cancer. 
They have facilitated so 
much and have brought 
local knowledge and tal-
ents together. The impact 
they have brought to the 
community through the 
Whitecourt Cancer and 
Wellness Society is im-
measurable, and that's 
a tough act to follow. 
They've set great ground-
work."

Donations provided 
to the society through 
corporations, and indi-
vidual people stay in the 
community one hundred 
percent. Besides the min-
imal cost of stamps and 
cards, every penny raised 
in Whitecourt stays in 
Whitecourt. "Anyone in 
Whitecourt, with a doctor 
in the community, that re-
ceives a cancer diagnosis 
can contact the society 
or talk to their healthcare 
provider and be connect-
ed to us to receive funding 
assistance." Nendsa ex-
plained that they provide 
grocery vouchers and gas 

cards to those diagnosed 
with cancer to help cover 
travelling costs for treat-
ments outside of the com-
munity, which add up.

The volunteer-run so-
ciety provides support 
through multiple avenues 
to help alleviate some of 
the burdens those battling 
cancer face. "We will also 
ensure you are connected 

with the Cancer Naviga-
tor at the Primary Care 
Network and other pro-
vincial resources avail-
able to you."

An Evening of Music 
takes place on Thursday, 
November 24, at 7 pm 
downtown at the White-
court United Church. 
There will be refresh-
ments following the mu-

sical portion of the eve-
ning. "It's nice to have 
that time afterwards to 
be together to talk, espe-
cially after not being able 
to gather for a few years. 
It'll be a nice free Christ-
massy seasonal apprecia-
tion, recognizing that it is 
not an easy time for ev-
erybody. All are welcome 
to attend."

The Whitecourt Cancer and Wellness Society is hosting An Evening 
of Music this Thursday. The evening event will feature numerous 
musical acts and readings that recognize how hard the holiday 
season can be for those living with serious illness and those who 
have lost loved ones.

Whitecourt Cancer & Wellness Society President Kim Nendsa 
(right) graciously accepted a $10,000 check from Friends of 
Whitecourt Society President Trudy Dorward last month. All funds 
donated to the society stay in the community.

By Serena Lapointe
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Sales & Service Directory

Call Des: 780-779-8546

• Licensed Journeyman Mechanic
• Serving Whitecourt and surrounding 

area for more than 12 years
• Body, Chassis & Electrical 

Diagnostics
• Shop Rate $90.00/hr. 

Thank you to all those loving 
families who've adopted the 

pets at the Whitecourt Vet Clinic. 

Whitecourt Veterinary 
Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave

https://www.furnitureden.ca
4807 - 50 Avenue Whitecourt, AB 

We're there 
where you need 

us most!

Providing Traffic 
Control and Piloting

Road Monitoring 
& Radar Services

Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties

780-865-5815

• Traffic Control 
Personnel

• Provide service for 
emergency lane or road 

closures
• Construction 
zzone set ups

DEBT SOLUTIONS 
780-424-9944

FREE Consultation
www.DEBTFREE.ca

Debt/Credit Counselling
Creditor Negotiations
Bankruptcy Alternatives

Debt Consolidation
Consumer Proposals
Bankruptcy Protection

A.C. Waring 
& Associates Inc. 

 Licensed Insolvency Trustee 
Trustee in Bankruptcy

MICHAEL EPP 
Partner

CPA, CA, CMA

TERRY ST. LAURENT
Partner

 CPA, CGA, CA

AMANDA LIND
Associate
CPA, CA

METRIXGROUP.CA

Fox Creek/Whitecourt/La Crete
T: 780-778-3091 T: 780-928-9525

Edmonton
T: 780-489-9606

Toll Free: 1-877-489-9606

Lloydminster
T: 780-875-7433

Evansburg
T: 780-727-2017

Fort Saskatchewan
T: 780-992-0266

Accounting Tax Estates and Trusts Consulting Audit and
Review Engagements

Contract
Controllership

4927 – 51st Avenue, PO Box 328, Whitecourt, AB T7S 1N5

Amanda Lind, CPA, CA will be in the Fox Creek office (20 Commercial Court) 
every Wednesday. To set up an appointment please contact our Whitecourt office.

www.whitecourtpress.com


