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An experience like no other
as Whitecourt Taekwondo
contingent trains in Thailand

P
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A recent two-week adventure on the other side of the world
will undoubtedly be a core memory for several area families. A
contingent of Whitecourt Taekwondo athletes flew out the day after
Christmas to train in paradise for a once-in-a-lifetime experience.

| By Serena Lapointe

Members of White-
court Taekwondo ex-
perienced the trip of a
lifetime to cap off 2022
and begin 2023. On De-
cember 26, a large group
flew from Vancouver to

Thailand, where they
stayed until January 8.
Master Jim Rennie has
been bringing groups of
tackwondo athletes from
the community, and
across North America, to
Asia for decades.

This trip was sever-
al years in the making,
thanks to restrictions.
"This was our club's
20th visit to Asia. It's
such a great opportu-

continued on page 10

Just a phone call

away from your
home buying and
selling needs.

'‘Affordability payments'
from the provincial
government are now
accessible for eligible
families and seniors

| By Serena Lapointe

Starting ~ Wednesday
last week, eligible Al-
bertans could apply for
their chunk of a $2.8
billion funding platform
from the provincial gov-
ernment. Aimed at less-
ening the effects of in-
flation, the funding will
be spread out over six
months ($100/month per
eligible person). At a re-
cently held news confer-
ence, Alberta's Minister
of Affordability and Util-
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ities, Matt Jones, said the
mission was to help keep
Alberta affordable.
"Parents are buying less
food, less nutritious food,
and they are struggling to
keep their children in the
activities they need and
love. Seniors are choosing
between paying their util-
ity bills and getting their
prescriptions refilled, and
Albertans on core support
programs are stretching
their already limited bud-
gets to make ends meet.
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Making Life

More Affordable

Coun
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Our government com-
mitted to help Albertans
face this affordability
crisis both through signif-
icant broad-based relief
and now through $600 in
targeted support to help
those who need it most."
Jones said the money
would get into the hands
of Albertans quickly.
"I'm pleased to announce
that eligible Albertans
will be able to apply for

continued on page 7

Provincial funding has officially been launched to help families,

and seniors navigate inflation and increased costs. Those eligible
can apply to receive $100/child/senior 65+, tax-free, each month
until June, totalling $600. From left to right: Minister Mickey Amery,
Minister Nate Glubish and Minister Matt Jones.
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Compassionately serving families in Whitecourt,
Mayerthorpe, and surrounding communities since 1941.

Funeral Home & Crematorium

* Personalized Ceremonies - Reception Catering /Flowers - ‘
We will help | - Pre-aranged Funeral Plans + Monument Tributes Park Memorial..

e you with: | - Clergy # Churchand Halls - Grief Support
Whaelchair Seiandii "Ih‘ * | - Obituary Notices - Assistance with CPP Applications

PUBLIC NOTICE

www.whitecourt.ca | facebook.com/TownofWhitecourt | 780-778-2273

www. parkmemarial, com

GET INVOLVED....IT'S YOUR TOWN!
Opportunity for Public Participation

Every fall, the Town of Whitecourt recruits citizens to fill volunteer positions on various boards and committees that provide Town Council with perspective and recommendations regarding important
civic issues. Whitecourt is a diverse, growing town, and citizens are in the best position to provide input on our changing community needs.

Get involved! It's your town. Share your knowledge and meet new colleagues.
The Town of Whitecourt is now accepting applications for:

Subdivision and Development Appeal Board
“To make decisions on appeals of subdivision or development decisions made by the Development Officer or Municipal Planning Commission.”
(2) Members - terms to expire in October 2025

Whitecourt Tourism Committee
“To establish a brand and program to further the interests of the Town of Whitecourt in the tourism industry.”
(1) Member — term to expire in October 2025

Municipal Planning Commission Committee

“To deal with land use planning matters with particular emphasis on the Land Use Bylaw.”
(1) Member — term to expire in October 2024
(2) Members - terms to expire in October 2025

Health Professionals Attraction & Retention Committee
“To develop and support a sustainable and collaborative system for health professionals’ attraction and retention that will support ongoing health care services to the
community and provide a welcoming environment for health care providers and their families.”

(1) Member — term to expire in October 2024

(1) Member — terms to expire in October 2025

If being on a Council Committee interests you, please complete an application form which can be found on the Whitecourt website at www.whitecourt.ca or picked up at the Town Office.
Applications must be received before 12:00 noon, Wednesday, October 20, 2021 to:

Whitecourt Town Administration Office

Attention: Executive Assistant

5004 - 52 Avenue, Box 509, WHITECOURT, AB T7S 1N6
email: wendydavidson@whitecourt.ca

Applications will be presented to Town Council at the February 13, 2023 Regular Meeting.

NOTICE OF DECISION

The following decision was made by the Municipal Planning Commission:

Application 22-124: 4752 51 Avenue — Freestanding Sign — Approved with Conditions

Date of Decision: January 12,2023  Appeal Closes at 4:00pm: February 3, 2023

An Appeal of the above decision(s) may be made by submitting a written appeal and appeal fee ($300) to the Office of the Secretary of the Subdivision and Development Appeal Board, Town of

Whitecourt Administration Building, Box 509, Whitecourt, Alberta, T7S 1N6 prior to 4:00pm on the above noted date. Any person(s) affected by the said proposal(s), has the right to appeal prior to
the above date.

LIMITED TIME OFFER

TAGO TAB[I 19

VISIT US
3702 KEPLER STREET

e L“J Tacolime’
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THE LOTTERY
ON A MISSION

MARCH 22, 2023

STARS

;ﬁ!.OTTERY

starslottery.ca 1-855-STARS-68

DRAW: APRIL 5, 2023. DRAWS WILL TAKE PLACE AT 3950 12TH ST NE, CALGARY, AB. STARS MAIN LOTTERY WILL ONLY SELL 1,260,000
TICKETS AND WILL BE SOLD AT $30 EACH, A SET OF 4 FOR $75, A SET OF 8 FOR $125, A SET OF 20 FOR $275, AND A SET OF 35 FOR $400.
LICENCE 611781, TICKETS MUST BE PURCHASED IN ALBERTA. MUST BE 18+ TO PURCHASE. PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY.

Career ads, online at:
[ —— www.whitecourtpress.com ]

Lots of Sale

Private Financing Available
6% Interest
5,7 & 10 year terms

Gall 780-106-0333

shop for Sale or Lease

10,000 sq ft shop with offices. Bays for
lease, Office space for lease, lockable
compound for lease, Yard space for lease.

Call 180-106-0333

-

NOTICE OF DECISION

The following development permit has been conditionally approved under the provisions of the Land Use Bylaw.

[PERMIT _____________|LOCATION | PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT | DATE OF DECISION
15-001-23 PT SW 20-59-12-W5M Dwelling: single family home 13-Jan-23 3-Feh-23

Any person affected by this decision may appeal to the Secretary of the Development Appeal Board
by forwarding a written appeal along with a $500.00 fee, to the address listed below, prior to 4:30 p.m. of

the appeal date noted abhove.

Information regarding this application may be obtained by inquiring at the address noted.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

CRUSHING TO STOCKPILE
Woodlands County is seeking bids for crushing and stockpiling of 150,000 tonnes of 4:20, 10,000 tonnes of
4:40, and 20,000 tonnes of 5:8 in SML970017 located at SE 10-62-06-W5M.

Detailed information and bid packages may be obtained online at; Alberta Purchasing Connection or Wood-
lands County Website www.woodlands.ab.ca.

Bidders may submit sealed tenders only up to 2:00 p.m. local time on February 16, 2023.
To: Woodlands County Municipal Office
#1 Woodlands Lane
Box 60
Whitecourt, AB T7S 1N3
Telephone: 780-778-8400
Bidders must submit proposals on the forms issued with the RFP document.
For further information contact:

Richard Twach, Manager, Field Services
Telephone: (780) 778-8400

JOHN BURROWS BRUCE PRESTIDGE DEVIN WILLIAMS  JEREMY WILHELM
Fusirvm Councillr for Bhus Ridpe: ramncilios Bor | oo Aasrberes Camrplion for
Capancillor For Whitscout Weal Diviaien: § T a1 Whstecour || sl Elewmacn 4
Divisen 2 Ml bruce srestidge@woodiands sh oa e walies rwccaneds sh o Etdal vy wibeiiirwoodiands oh o
Eblal ot burrowsffwocdiands sb o Py TROTTRORT Phone 150308 1675 Phore THO 75 6594

Phorar: THO-TOS4T4T

Attention:  Peter McKay, Development Officer

Woodlands County

Box 60, #1 Woodlands Lane, Whitecourt AB T7S 1N3
780-778-8400

1-888-870-6315

Telephone:
Toll-Free:

REQUEST FOR QUOTATIONS

Woodlands County is seeking quotations for the supply of the following:

« Five (5) New Crew Cab Regular Box % Ton 4x4 Trucks
* One (1) New Diesel Crew Cab and Chassis 4x4 Truck

Quotation documents may be obtained on the website woodlands.ab.ca/p/rfps-and-tenders or at either of the
Woodlands County offices.

Woodlands County OR Woodlands County
Municipal Office Regional Municipal Office
# 1 Woodlands Lane Box 33

Whitecourt AB T7S 1N3
Telephone: (780) 778-8400

Fort Assiniboine AB T0G 1A0
Telephone: (780) 584-3866

Sealed quotations shall be submitted on, or prior to 2:00 pm on January 31, 2023, to:

Richard Twach

Manager, Infrastructure Services
PO. Box 60 #1 Woodlands Lane
Whitecourt, AB T7S 1N3

For further information, please contact the Municipal Office in Whitecourt at 780-778-8400.
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YOUR ONLY LOCAL CARRIER SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1950

_ Proud supporter of
B our local Organizations

780-778-2226

[ [ritEcourT
TRANSPORT INC.

www.whitecourtpress.com

Supporting growth in Whltecourt s;nce 1922
we salute our not- for-proﬁt commumty

" Millar Western Forest Products Ltd.
a resourceful company

MILLAR

Weekly grief support grolip starting February 7 through
April 25, 2023, Tuesdays, from 6:30pm to 8:30pm.,
at Crossroads Community Church, 4419 44 Avenue,
Mayerthorpe. $35 for 12 sessions includes your personal
GriefShare Workbook. Pre-registration is required by calling
Reverend Ruth Lotholz at 780-786-2695.

(LORNE'S BLANKET

'_‘-_J__-----‘-‘-\-— o -
“/s transitional housing ror- men./
-&..____-

. T

We exist-to.help_ humeless
men get back on their feet.

If you know of any male requiring assistance, please
Gall Lorne's Blanket at 780-778-0952

WHITECOURT GROUP OF
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS

All meetings are in person and online (hybrid)
« Mondays 7:30pm
» Wednesdays 7:30pm
- and Saturdays at Noon
Meetings held at the Family Worship Center
upstairs.
Z0OMD: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude

Providing timely and

WHITECOURT . . i
easily accessible financial

. ’ CA N C E R & support for Whitecourt
o WELLNESS  patientsand their families
SOCIETY who are dealing with a

cancer diagnosis.

This can include help with parking costs for hospital visits, living
expenses and unforeseen medical expenses. Applications can
be made through the Drs at both Whitecourt Medical Clinics or
(office hours, can leave a message): Willow Mclntyre
(Community Cancer Navigation Nurse, McLeod River PCN)
780-779-0079, Kim Nendsa (President of Whitecourt
Cancer & Wellness Society) 780-778-0932
wctcancerwellness@gmail.com

**Monthly meetings have been postponed due to COVID-19

"Serving the community for over 30 years"

The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food
in order to help families in need.

Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm
Phone: 780-778-2341

'N'HI'EEEDJR"I’ l

'-E'BHK/

Located within the Carlan Services Community Centre

The Whitecourt Food Bank is operated by the Town of
Whitecourt Food Bank Coordinator and dependent on
volunteers to operate.The Food Bank relies on donations
of cash or food from individuals and organizations . Lo-
cal grocery stores drop off baked goods including bread
and pastries weekly. Other corporations and schools

schedule food drives throughout the year.
Open: Mon, Wed, & Fri 11 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Phone: 780-778-2341

Soaring Eagle Support Society

Offering support services for marginalized individuals
e Qutreach worker, laundry and shower facilities
by appt e Tax program & Bag Lunch Program

5027 - 51 Avenue, Open: Monday to Friday 10am - 4pm 780-396-8777

Shelter:

m 24/ ERSLII Well Provides a Safe, Short T 5 Resid 1
ELNpnE F1rovides & o Lol g CIn, SUPPCrtive eSlkentia
780 '??E'Emg Environment lor Wonen With or Without Children, Fleving
1.800.467.4049 Family Yielace & Experiencing Crisis
WELLSPRING Outreach Support Program:
FAMILY RESCURCE Ongoing Support, Advococy, Et]]:,m 1 } & Support Groups fo
& CRI515 CENTRE Waomen, Men and Yeour I||| \"-I urt ane Surrounding

Cam 'itit—!

Child Support Program:
Child Care & Afer School Programs - Age Approprnte Programs &
Support for Children Wha Have Been Affected By Family Violence

@ @whitecourt_shelter

P‘revc'l:ltatwe Education:

Provides Waorkshops, Info 'I1:-||.'||1<'..-'u|.n:-=-.||'-~ to Schools,

f:'!z f?}fg. Community Organizations, Agencies mnd Businesses
Ll/ Family Resource & Crisis Centre

www.whitecourtshelter.ca

e Monday 8:00 p.m........ (12 Step Meeting)
e Wednesday 8:00 p.m...(Open Topic Meeting)
e Friday 8:00 p.m............. (Big Book Meeting)

Whitecourt AA Group

Of Alcoholics Anonymous

Meetings three times each week

Located at the United Church Basement on Legion St.
(formerly 5201 — 50 Street)

More info Contact: (780) 396-8777. Please Leave A
Message For Our AA member or Contact Addictions
Helpline @1(866)332-2322
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If your life is in danger or you know someone’s life is in danger

DIAL EMERGENCY NOW 911!

If you are experiencing suicidal thoughts, (anada to access crisis support by phone, in in Canada by texting TALK to to reach in Canada (Online oron
you need to know that you're not alone. You French or English: toll-free an English speaking Crisis Responder and the Phone). First Nations and Inuit Hope for
can also call if you are not in crisis, seeking Available 24/7 TEXTO to to reach a French-speaking Wellness 24/7 Help Line
additional information. The new (anada Crisis Text Line (Powered by Kids Help (risis Responder on any text/ (anadian Indian Residential Schools Crisis
Suicide Prevention Service (CSPS), by Crisis Phone) Canada Wide free, 24/7 texting service SMS enabled cell phone. Line
Services Canada, enables callers anywherein s accessible immediately to youth anywhere KidsHelpPhone Ages 20 Years and Under Trans LifeLine — All Ages

Have you been bullied, and want to share your story?
Email wctpress@telus.net All submissions remain confidential

When you keep Are you or someone you Pul.l.ing al fuce

criticizing your kids, they don't know being bullied?
stop loving you, theystop

® _©
Call the Bullying Helpline (Confidential
loving themselves. 2 ¢ Bullying Helpline (Confidential) on sulclde

" Let thaksink in.

Pierson

Dean
‘Phillips

Every 40 seconds somewhere around
the world someone dies by suicide, that’s
99 people every 66 minutes. Every day,
that’s almost 100 people in the United
States alone, and over 2160 worldwide.

Toll Free, open 24 hours Putting a Face on Suicide (PAF0S) is a
per day, seven days per week suicide awareness project that creates
posters and videos to pay tribute to those
1- 8 8 8 -45 6 -2 3 2 3 we have lost to suicide with dignity and

respect. PAFOS humanizes the daunting
statistics; lovingly replacing numbers

Stand up! Don’t be afraid of bullies!! with faces.

SPONSORED BY

Tri-Logging Ltd.
Tri-logging Robert Brown

Owner

IS against 3507 37th Avenue

Whitecourt, AB T7S 0C3 -

I]““vlng Phone 780-778-0699

Fax 780-778-8431

w * Electrical & Instrumentation
F LI N T * Fabrication & Modularization
*« Maintenance & Turnarounds
4 - * Insulation
o g '_ * Facility Construction
0706165500 780-778-5000 - Pipeline Integrity Digs

» 24/7 Callout Services

A Division of ClearStream

Call Valerie Winger/ati78
or email wctpress@gmail-com| SRS
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Pricing model review for

three municipal services

shows below average fees

Groups renting the fieldhouse
space could see a slight

- s

A recent review of user fees for the AJMC, Scott Safety Centre

g‘! :: -

increase.

and Whitecourt Transit showd that Whitecourt is often below average

compared to ten other municipalities. A recent Community Services Advisory Board recommendation is to increase group-based rentals
slightly and not to change individual fees.

| By Serena Lapointe

Every two years, the
Town of Whitecourt re-
views the fees charged to
residents to use the Allan
& Jean Millar Centre and
Scott Safety Centre. Fees
stretch from a single drop-
in admission to rental of
the facilities. The review
compares other facilities
to see where Whitecourt
sits with the current pric-
ing model.

The communities/facil-
ities used in the most re-
cent review were Spruce
Grove/Tri  Leisure, St.
Alberta/Servus Credit
Union Place, Fort Sas-
katchewan/Dow Cen-
tennial Centre, Bonny-
ville/Centennial Centre,
Leduc/Recreation Centre,
Sherwood Park/Millen-
nium Place, Red Deer/
Collicutt Centre, Grande
Prairie/Eastlink  Centre,
Fox Creek/FCG Multi-
plex, Slave Lake/Multi
Rec Centre, and the Allan
& Jean Millar Centre.

The review looked
at rates for daily ad-
mission, ten visit pass,

monthly, and annual. It
also looked at rates for
corporate  membership,
cost of child mind, use
of the indoor playground,
meeting room booking
rates, fieldhouse rent-
al, swimming pool lane
rentals, and arena rental
fees. One final category
examined whether daily
admission rates included
access to complimentary
fitness classes (yes, at the
AIMC). Also, part of the
fee review, but separate
from the fees mentioned
above, was the cost to
use Whitecourt Transit,
from cash fares, monthly
passes, ticket books, and
annual passes.

“The Community Ser-
vices Advisory Board
(CSAB) completes a re-
view every two years.
They had an opportunity
to complete the review at
their December meeting.
The CSAB is recommend-
ing that a few areas of fees
be increased. Those are
areas where the fees could
be shared across many
so that it doesn’t have as

much of an impact. Also,
they were the areas that
were the lowest in our fee
review,” explained Chel-
sea Grande, Director of
Community Services.

Grande said that the
CSAB recommended in-
creasing ice fees, swim
club rental lane fees, youth
full-service and adult
fieldhouse rentals, sports-
field tournament rates, and
day-use rates. “These fees
are being recommended to
come into effect on May
1, 2023, so that we can
give notice and also have
it in line with our Commu-
nity Spectrum that goes
out for the spring edition,”
explained Grande.

The current price for
Youth Non-Prime rental
of the Scott Safety Centre
is $64.51. The proposed
change would bring the
fee up to $68.36. Adult
Non-Prime is currently
$127.03 and is proposed
to increase to $134.61.
For primetime bookings
at the Scott Safety Centre,
youth is $89.82, and adult
is $152.84. The change

for youth would increase
to $95.18, and the adult
fee would increase to
$161.96.

Grande said the board
chose group-related in-
creases on purpose. “For
example, Minor Hockey
has 300 players. So, when
you look at that, it has
very little impact because
that fee is spread across
so many that the adjust-
ment would be minimal.
Whereas a membership,
all of that is going to af-
fect that one person.”

The cost for swim club
lane rentals at the AJMC
is $12.50. The increase
proposed would bring
the price up to $13.25,
a difference of .75/lane.
The tournament rate at
the AJMC is proposed to
increase from $223.31/
weekend to $297, while
the Day Use booking is
proposed to change from
$54.59 to $72.60.

The last change recom-
mended by the CSAB af-
fects the use of the field-
house space. Youth-full is
presently at $79.95 with

a recommended rise to
$84.72, while Adult Full
is at $101.24 with a rec-
ommendation to increase
to $107.28. Partial rentals
are recommended to rise
from $2.34 to $3.50 de-
pending on the area cho-
sen, whether half or one-
third of the fieldhouse.
Councillor Paul Chau-
vet asked how the AJIMC
was doing now compared
to before restrictions.
“With the lockdowns and
everything, we took such
a beating. Where are we
at as far as the percentage
of people coming back?”
Grande said the Elec-
tronic Fund Transfers
(EFTs) at the AJIMC are
lower than before. These
are membership or reoc-
curring payments from
patrons. “That’s where
we are seeing the biggest
impact. When you look at
our revenue, right now we
are still about $80,000 un-
der in revenue than what
we have usually budgeted
in the past at the AIMC.”
She added that they are
working on a marketing

campaign to boost EFT
numbers. “That is one
reason that the CSAB is
recommending we don’t
change our membership
fees or our EFT fees.”
She said they would fo-
cus on ways to build
memberships back up as
they are at about half the
numbers today compared
to 2016-2018.

For daily/monthly/an-
nual admission rates, the
AJMC is under the aver-
age rate between the list-
ed community/facilities
for every area except se-
nior. However, most fa-
cilities do not distinguish
between seniors and su-
per seniors and charge
all seniors a set rate. The
AJMC provides a re-
duced rate for those 80+.
Even with the proposed
increases, meeting room
and Fieldhouse rental
rates remain below aver-
age. If passed by White-
court Town Council at an
upcoming meeting, the
changes are expected to
generate $17,340 annu-
ally.

Woodlands County Council discussed the
following items at their recent meeting:

A public hearing was
held for Development
Permit Application 15-
060-2022 Natural Re-
source Extraction and
Processing (Class 1 Pit)
on NE 2-62-5-W5M &
Plan 092-9270 Block 1
Lot 1. Background on
the gravel pit develop-

ment which is east of
Fort Assiniboine was
provided by Adminis-
tration and both Council
and the public had the
opportunity to ask ques-
tions. The developer’s
representative was also
in attendance to provide
information and answer

questions. Further in-
formation and respons-
es will be provided to
Council before a deci-
sion is made on the de-
velopment permit.

Woodlands County
has seven Intermunicipal
Collaboration =~ Frame-

work agreements com-

pleted with its neigh-
bouring municipalities
which require Council
members to be appoint-
ed. Members were ap-
pointed to the County of
Barrhead, Lac Ste. Anne
County, and Yellowhead
County Intermunicipal
Collaboration Commit-

tees. The committees
will review their respec-
tive ICF agreements ac-
cording to its schedule
which varies from once
every two to once every
five years.

The next regular-
ly scheduled Council
meeting is Wednesday,

February 1, 2023, 9:30
am. The meeting is held
in-person at the Munici-
pal Office in Whitecourt
and streamed on the
Woodlands County You-
Tube channel. Agenda
packages are available
on the Woodlands Coun-
ty CivicWeb Portal.
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Premier Danielle Smith spoke at a recent conference.

continued from page 1

and receive affordabili-
ty payments by the end
of this month." He also
explained that the over
300,000 Albertans al-
ready receiving month-
ly benefits through an
Alberta core support
program, such as AISH,
PDD, the Alberta Seniors
Benefit, and Foster/Kin-
ship Caregivers, would
receive their payments
without needing to apply.

"All other eligible se-
niors 65 and up and par-

ents with children under
18 (household incomes
under $180,000) can ap-
ply for their payments
through an easy two-
step process," he said.
Residents must register
for or confirm a verified
account through www.
Alberta.ca or visit an
office (info below). Ap-
plications began being
accepted on January 18.

Mickey Amery, Al-
berta's Minister of Chil-
dren's Services, also
spoke at the conference.
"We know that parents

are forced to make choic-
es they should not have
to make, and we want
to help. Thanks to our
strong fiscal position in
this province, we are do-
ing everything we can to
ease some of the burden
for Alberta families."

He said that as a par-
ent, he understands how
perceptive children can
be. "They can see the
worry on their parent's
faces and hear it in their
parent's voices when
they are trying to make
ends meet. We hope kids

won't have to overhear
those tough conversa-
tions about what might
be cut in their house-
holds. Things like school
activities that give chil-
dren so much joy while
supporting their overall
health and wellbeing."
Amery said he hoped
the targeted affordability
payments would bene-
fit children by reducing
pressures on their parents
and caregivers, allowing
them to "just be kids."
For a family with three
children under 18, the

funding would amount
to $300 monthly from
January to June, totalling
$1800. Amery also said
that he is confident the
payments and other af-
fordability measures will
make a meaningful dif-
ference. "This year, we
want to see more fami-
lies focus on what mat-
ters most, spending time
with each other."
Minister Nate Glubish,
Minister of Technology
and Innovation, was the
final minister to speak
during the conference.
"It is the largest initiative
of its kind in Canada. As
part of this plan, we are
working to implement
one of the biggest and
most complex financial
benefit programs in Al-
berta's history. Deliver-
ing $600 in payments
over six months to mil-
lions of Albertans to ease
the pressure on house-
hold budgets caused by
runaway inflation, and
it's important that we get

it right."
Glubish said his de-
partment had worked

on the portal for the last
two months. He added
that they had considered
using the Canada Rev-
enue Agency's financial
systems to implement it
but decided not to. "If
we were to use the CRA
financial systems, pay-

AT = ———g—,
WOODLANDS
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we are

HIRING!

L

Seasonal Labourers
(Summer Students)
Team Player

Self-Motivated

Equipment Operators
(Temporary)

Attention to Detail

Customer Service Focused

Join our fun and fast-paced environment.

Learn More & Apply:

https://woodlands.ab.ca/p/careers

ments to eligible Alber-
tans would be delayed
until at least April, if not
longer, and this is simply
not acceptable. We heard
loud and clear that Al-
bertans need help now,
and that is why we have
taken this approach."

When asked how the
government settled on
$100, Jones explained
that they looked at the
"estimated incremental
burden that inflation is
placing on families on a
per child basis." He said
the cost was around $90
per month. When asked if
he felt the money would
be a difference-maker,
Jones said he hoped so.
"Certainly, the intent is
to provide children and
families with as much
flexibility and normalcy
as possible. It's import-
ant to note that this is
just one component of
our Affordability Action
Plan. We are providing
up to $500 per household
in electricity rebates. We
are providing fuel tax re-
lief, natural gas rebates
and electricity price pro-
tection, and we've low-
ered income tax. This is
one component to our
Affordability Action
Plan, and a very large
component for families,
but there's a lot more also
going out to support fam-
ilies."

The total cost of the
payments, within the
$2.8 billion Affordability
Action Plan, is rough-
ly $900 million and is
anticipated to impact
about 2.5 million Al-
bertans. The provincial
government allocated the
funding in their budget.
Conversations are also
occurring on auto insur-
ance rates and the rising
cost of post-secondary
education, with further

information coming
soon.

Premier Danielle
Smith said though Alber-

ta can't solve the inflation
issue alone, the balanced
budget and strong fiscal
position allow her gov-
ernment to help. "We can
offer substantial relief so
that Albertans and their
families are better able
to manage through this
storm."

Whitecourt and area
residents who are unable
to or prefer not to apply
online can visit the Al-
berta Supports office in
the Midtown Mall. Hours
are extended until Feb-
ruary 3 to accommodate
those seeking to apply
for funding. The office
will be open from 8:15
am until 8 pm (breaks for
lunch between 12-1 pm),
Monday through Friday,
and Saturdays from 9 am
to 3 pm.
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Alberta Newsprint Company wishes you
and yours a Merry Christmas and all the

A
bert very best in 2023!
; AI a . In the hustle and bustrlz of the season, splurge on moments of
AE— Newspl'lnt joy and togetherness. Spend time with those you cherish. And

AR save the memories made along the way!
i COMpany

For all open career opportunities, please check out
our website at albertanewsprint.com > Careers.

Saturday's mild
temperatures had many
community members out
enjoying the great outdoors.
Jeannine Steinke was one
of several who laced up
their boots, popped on the
skis and headed out for a
cross-country spin around
the Whitecourt Golf and
Country Club. There are two
trails groomed for residents
to enjoy. One is 1.86km,
and the other is 3.26km,
which takes enthusiasts
around much of the course,
including along the river.
"It's awesome. The best
thing ever! I love that we
have this here," said Steinke.
"I wish we had more!"

. WE DELIVER
Catholic S5chools
Living Waters Catholic Separate School Division invites applications for
u u e Supervisor of Facilities

Pembma WeSt PEtr0|eum Living Waters is looking for a highly motivated, collaborative team member to take on a challenging and
rewarding position. Living Waters is a Catholic School Division consisting of seven schools in Edson,

o
780 778 3239 & I u b rI Ca nts Slave Lake, and Whitecourt.
This position, based out of Whitecourt, will provide leadership and direction assisting the Corporate

Treasurer within all areas of facilities and ensuring alignment to the Division’s Blueprint to the Future and
3 Year Education Plan.

Significant travel throughout the Division on a continual basis to meet with staff and Administration, as
well as managing multiple projects and touring of facilities to ensure our standards are being met.

Basic Function

e Plan and manage the daily and long-term operations of Facilities within the Division.

e Work collaboratively with the School Administration and Central Office staff to manage OH&S,
Infrastructure and Maintenance programs, preventative maintenance and professional
development of custodial and maintenance staff.

e Supervision of maintenance and custodial staff to ensure safe and caring environments to
maximize student learning.

o  Work collaboratively with Alberta Education and other agencies and companies to ensure
excellence in planning and maintaining our grounds and facilities.

Relationships
o Ability to build positive, strong, collaborative relationships and teams.
PETROLEUM e il = ; . o Ability to work within an organization that includes professional and labour unions.
g = o Evidence of strong leadership, organizational and planning skills.

Education and Experience
e A combination of education and experience that support the position, including supervisor
experience.
Knowledge of facility management, project management, maintenance and custodial practices.
Knowledge OH&S legislation and practices.
An understanding of financial control, accountability and target-setting systems.
Vendor management.
Strong communication skills.
A strong willingness to learn more and expand capacity.

Salary will be dependent upon education and experience.

3862 - 30 St Whitecourt AB All individuals wishing to apply are asked to submit a resume, along with 3 references.
9 )

Successful applicants must submit a recent Criminal Record Check with vulnerable persons sector.

The successful candidate will be expected to work 8 hours per day, Monday to Friday, as well as be on
call for emergencies.

+ 24 hour card lock service « DEF available at the pumps
e Washroom & Shower FaCiIities P FI’ESh COffeer ConfECtionery, The competition will remain open until a suitable candidate is found.

« Qils and Lubricants snacks For more information, please contact Bryan Turner, Corporate Treasurer
at bryan.turner@livingwaters.ab.ca
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g Blanket Classified Ads

Alberta
. Weekly Newspapers
Aszociation

Alberta and NWT for 5269 (up to 25 words) $8.00 each additional word. These ads are placed in over 100
community newspapers throughout Alberta. We can also place ads in other provinces throughout Canada.

Autos
WANTED..1958 to 1961
Dodge Crusader. 1946 to

1966 Dodge Trucks. Cash in
hand! Please text pictures and
details to: 780-907-2276.

Buildings For Sale
INTEGRITY POST FRAME
BUILDINGS since 2008 BUILT
WITH CONCRETE POSTS.
Barns, Shops, Riding Arenas,
Machine Sheds and more,
sales@integritybuilt.com
1-866-974-7678 www.integ-
ritybuilt.com.

Coming Events
BLANKET THE PROVINCE
with a classified ad. Only
$269/wk (based on 25
words or less). Reach almost
90 weekly newspapers. Call
NOW for details. 1-800-282-
6903 Ext 225; www.awna.
com.

0dds of a child becoming
a top fashion designer: 1in 7,000

i 0Odds of a child being diagnosed
with autism: 1in110

FIREARMS WANTED FOR

OUR 2023 AUCTION
PROGRAM: Rifles, Shot-
guns,Handguns, Antiques,

Militaria, Collections, Estates,
Single Items for Auction, or
Possible Purchase: Toll-Free
1-800-694-2609, Email Us @
sales@switzersauction.com or
Visit Us @ www.switzersauc-
tion.com.

A AUTISM SPEAKS™
(Lu .!n'(! 1t time to listen.

Employment Opportunities

ROCKY MOUNTAIN EQUIP-
MENT HIRING: AG Equip-
ment Techs, Heavy Equipment
Techs - Journeyman, Appren-
tices, and CVIP/Truck Techs.
View Open Roles www.rocky-
mtn.com/careers. Relocation
and Signing Bonus Offered.

Feed and Seed

ALBERTA FEED  GRAIN:
Buying Oats, Barley, Wheat,
Canola, Peas, Screenings,
Mixed Grains. Dry, Wet, Heat-
ed, or Spring Thresh. Prompt
Payment. In House Trucks, In
House Excreta Cleaning. Vac
Rental. 1-888-483-8789.

WE BUY DAMAGED GRAIN
- Heated, Mixed, Tough, Light,
Bugs, Spring Thrashed....
Barley, Wheat, Oats, Peas,
Flax, Canola. "On Farm Pick-
up". Westcan Feed & Grain
1-877-250-5252.

Health
HIP/KNEE REPLACEMENT.
Other medical conditions

causing TROUBLE WALKING
or DRESSING? The Disability
Tax Credit allows for $3,000
yearly tax credit and $30,000
lump sum refund. Take advan-
tage of this offer. Apply NOW;
quickest refund Nationwide:

Expert help. 1-844-453-5372.

Pasture

GET YOUR MESSAGE SEEN
ACROSS Alberta. The Blanket
Classifieds or Value Ads reach
over 600,000 Alberta readers
weekly. Two options starting
at $269 or $995 to get your
message out! Business chang-
es, hiring, items for sale, can-
cellations, tenders, etc. People
are increasingly staying home
and rely on their local news-
papers for information. KEEP
people in the loop with our 90
Weekly Community Newspa-
pers. Call THIS NEWSPAPER
now or email classifieds@
awna.com for details. 1-800-
282-6903, 780-434-8746
X225. www.awna.com.

Services

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad
credit? Bills? Unemployed?
Need Money? We Lend! If you
own your own home - you
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance
Corp. Member BBB. 1-877-
987-1420. www.pioneerwest.
com.

Wanted
WANTED SASQUATCH
SKULL - Also purchasing SIL-
VER & GOLD coins, bars, jew-
elry, scrap, nuggets, sterling,

Summer Village of Island Lake

m‘ Request for Proposals
#54°  Development Officer Position
The Summer Village of Island Lake, being Albertas largest Summer
Village and located on the shores of Island Lake, approximately
20 minutes northwest of the Town of Athabasca, is looking for an
outgoing and enthusiastic individual to fulfill a part time contract
position for a Development Officer services within our community.
Please visit online for complete details and instructions:
www.islandlake.ca
Summer Village of Island Lake, Box 8, Alberta Beach, TOE 0A0
svislandlake@wildwillowenterprises.com
Position will be open until January 12, 2023 or a suitable candidate is found

pound BWs)

commercial heifers

" Easy Calving Angus Hybrid Bulls for Heifers

Charlton Cattle Co. has more than 40 years’ experience
raising only easy calving bulls for first calf heifers.

+ 58 red and black easy calving yearling bulls on test (65-85
« Less than 1% assist rate in over 32,000 home-raised and

« Six month breeding soundness guarantee
An easy calving, stress-free spring is just a phone call away!
Contact Daryl at 780-806-1229
CharltonCattleCo@gmail.com
www.CharltonCattleCo.ca

Got a news tip?

Call Valerie Winger at 780.706.1858
or email wctpress@gmail.com

THE PRESS

Letter to the Editor policy

The Press welcomes readers to write letters to the
Editor. A maximum of 300 words is preferred but not
necessary. Letters must carry a first name or two
initials with surname and include an address and
daytime telephone number. Al letters are subject to

NEED HELP? CALL
ANYTIME! (24-1)

Mental Health Helpline

999+ BULLION, maple leafs,
bulk silver, pre-1969 coins.

ENTIRE COIN COLLECTIONS,
old $ & Royal Canadian Mint

Coin collector BUYING  coins. TODD 250-864-3521.
ot “rt‘ r | o 1 }"i J
' volip oan.A

BOOK YOUR AD;NOW:
ﬁhi W - \ Lo !

BOILERMAKER LODGE 146

Workers Needed!

for upcoming 2023 Maintenance
Turnarounds in Alberta.

+ TIGWELDERS «B PRESSURE WELDERS
$ 48 r

« FITTERS « APPRENTICES
780-451-5992 ext 277 +BENEFITS

send resume to: hr146@boilermakers.ca
For more info: boilermakers.ca v

Journeyperson Rate

Money Matters
One Canadian Dollar = 0.74 US Dollar

at an exchange rate of 0.7466 (using nominal rate).

~

Dollar Values as of January 24, 2023

%

[ ress

A locally owned and family operated
newspaper serving Whitecourt

PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY

Contact

Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858
Email: wctpress@telus.net

Find us on: 0 & O & @

i,
o 1L
] f

Alberta CMCA
Weekly Newspapers AUDITED
Association

editing. Please email letters to wetpress@telus.net. 1-877-303-2642
o . . . The Press is printed on high quality newsprint usin
' Addiction Helpline 1-866-332-2322 P g QUATEYREWSP g
( . Alberta CMCA . vegetable based ink. We encourage you to share, save,
Association e AUDITED Health Link 811 reuse, rehash & recydle.
A look at the local weather Tue., Jan 24 Wed., Jan 25 Thu., Jan 26 Fri., Jan 27 Sat., Jan 28
Mainly sunny Mix of sun and clouds Snow-rain showers Scattered flurries Afew flurries
P.O.P. 20% 30% 40% 40% 40%
High 4°C 5°C 3°C -3°C -10°C
Low -1°C 2°C -3°C -10°C -15°C
Wind NW 20 km/h W 16 km/h W 21 km/h NW 16 km/h NW 13 km/h
24-Hr Rain / Snow - - 1-3cm 1-3cm <icm
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continued from page 1

nity for us. There are a
few neat things that can
happen, and one is that
we get some really good
rates so that it's afford-
able for families to travel.
The other part is that we
have some excellent con-
nections that we've made
from our travels over the
years."

Rennie said one of
those relationships was a
key factor in visiting Koh
Samui. "Koh means is-
land, and it's pretty much
on the other side of the
planet as Whitecourt. It
has a gym on it which
offers both tackwondo
and Thai boxing," he
explained. "The gym is
owned by a guy who was
a German national cham-
pion. He was an instruc-
tor on contract in South
Korea, where he met and
married a Thai woman.
He ended up going to
Thailand with her and
starting this gym," said
Rennie. The owner just so
happens to be best friends
with one of Rennie's best
friends.

"We met at a confer-
ence five years ago and
discussed this opportuni-
ty to travel to Koh Samui.
It took us a few years,
but we did it." Rennie
said that the network of

relationships throughout
the tackwondo world is
one of the most amazing
things about the sport.
"You meet people from
all over the world, and
you have chances to go
places. I don't know if |
will be able to accom-
plish going to all the
places where I am friends
with people, but I'm sure
going to try."

While in Thailand,
Rennie said the group had
experiences they won't
soon forget. "Some of
our travellers had beach-
front rooms, where you
open your window, and
there's nothing but sand
and then the ocean. Oth-
er guests of ours had a
swimming pool right be-
side them that overlooked
the ocean."

Various tours took place,
with some seeing temples
and waterfalls or visiting
an elephant sanctuary,
where rescued elephants
get to retire and be looked
after. On the group's first
night in Thailand, Rennie
said he bought something
exotic to kick off the ex-
perience. "I bought deep-
fried scorpions for every-
one, and everybody had
at least one bite. That was
impressive."

Every person on the
trip was either a black
belt or was part of a fam-

Thai boxing lessons.

ily group where at least
one member had a black
belt. "The consistent part
of each day was that we
started with training in
tackwondo and Thai box-
ing. What was super im-
pressive is that the entire
team went and trained,
even those who weren't in
tackwondo," said Rennie.

The group's youngest
member was a ten-year-
old black belt, with Ren-
nie being the oldest. "We

had all kinds in between.
We had a mother/daugh-
ter team, a family of five,
a mother/son team and a
few individuals that came
by themselves. It was a
neat mixture of people,
and I guarantee that they
brought something back
they will be teaching or
adding to what they help
teach in their own clubs."

Rennie said everyone in
the group was a great am-
bassador of the sport and

www.whitecourtpress.com
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Canada. "It was so fun to
watch all these people be
the right kind of tourists.
We have high expecta-
tions of the people in
our club and how people
should behave. Our group
did it fantastically."

As a coach, seeing peo-
ple experience the joy of
learning about a new cul-
ture or seeing a part of the
world they've never seen
before is exciting. "Most
of the people on the trip

Photo!by/Jim/Rennie

hadn't been outside North
America, and for them to
see and respect another
culture was so impres-
sive. They had the best
manners, and everybody
looked after each other.
There were new friend-
ships made that will last
for lifetimes, with some
people not having met
before going on this trip."

Rennie said bringing

continued on page 11
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Our Specialist Can Help!

Do You Suffer from
Foot or Ankle Pain

Medical and Surgical Services or Treatments Provided:

Achilles Tendon Pain

Athletic Injuries
Bunions

Fungal Toenails
Heel Pain

No Referral Necessary * New Patients Welcome * Covered under most Insurance Plans ¢

Prescription Custom Orthotics

Arch Rain
Arthritis

Corns & Callouses

Flatfoot
Hammertoes
Warts

Athlete’s Foot
Ankle Sprains
Diabetic Foot Care
Forefoot Pain
Ingrown Toenails

Advanced Health

Call Now
To Book

Your Consultation!

Phone: 587-328-0743
Fax: 1-888-289-2162

Dr. Ben Sefcik, DPM
Podiatrist

Pharmasave

Evolution Foot and Ankle Clinic
www.bensefcikdpm.com

5112 50 St.
Whitecourt, AB

Parkland Medical

Centre

#202, 10127 121 Ave
Grande Prairie, AB

Apple Wellness Center

229 1 St. SW
Airdrie, AB
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opportunities like the
Thailand trip forward is
fantastic, especially be-
cause it's within reach for
everyone. "Many people
might think that a trip
like this is only for rich
people, and that's not the
case. We do a lot of fund-
raising in taekwondo."
He explained that vol-
unteering  opportunities
often pop up, allowing
members to use accumu-
lated funds for things just
like the trip. "One of our

team members booked all
of their hotels, training,
and tours through their
fundraising account. So,
it's not out of anyone's
reach if they want it."

On July 23, Rennie is
taking a team of just over
50 people to South Korea,
with 30-40 percent from
the community. "In that
group, some of them are
children that have only
been in tackwondo for
just over a year, and some
of them are parents that
aren't in tackwondo at all,
but they will all have an

incredible time." Years
of travelling and mak-
ing connections allow
Whitecourt Taekwondo
members like Rennie to
create something others
wouldn't easily do inde-
pendently.

"We will get a chance
to go to the demilitarized
zone between North and
South Korea. There is
not another of those in
the world. The teams I've
taken before stand there
and can look out and see
North Koreans looking at
you with machine guns.

They are there to patrol
and make sure no one
crosses into their side."

Rennie said they have
another highly secretive
trip coming up just after
Christmas. "It will again
be extremely unique and
extremely easy for any-
one to go to. No one has
ever done anything like
what we will do next
time." Those interested in
joining the global experi-
ence and making friends
for life have no further
to look than Whitecourt
Taekwondo.

Things are coming together nicely at The Manor. A big welcome sign at the entrance
covered outdoor areas, and exterior finishing touches are in place. The community
has closely watched the project, especially those eager to become residents once the
building is complete. Back in September, Christenson Developments held an open
house enabling those curious to peek inside the chance to do so. The Manor is part of a
multi-phased development planned for the downtown site. An official opening date has
not been set at this time.

Rentals

Herc Rentals is Hiring a

for a field mechanic position in
Whitecourt. Paid time off, Great
benefits package, great pay,
experience working on Rental
equipment as asset.

Apply online today at
careers.hercrentals.com

Tim Hortons in Whitecourt is looking
to fill the following positions:

Food Service Attendant
Full Time / Shift Work

Food Service Supervisor
Full Time / Shift Work

SHIFT INCENTIVE FOR OVERNIGHTS

Please apply in person at the restaurant.

ALWAYS

4216 Elko Drive

4331-52 Ave Unit 1 |

\ Whitecourt, AB Whitecourt, AB )
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** TAX & ACCOUNTING SERVICES™

FUR"ITlS'uRE DEWN R N SR MR
Matiress S tccony

Appliances & Electronics cPacun orp | ceacon | ceacos o | cea -865- - Frovide service for
pp i;z.rl::u:r t:rll:u:r F.‘Ir!l:IH Partner 780 865 5815 emergen(ylaneormad

closures
« Construction

Shop local for all Locally owned 8 opersted zone setups

° M 1a-.-er11"u |:|E~ office Whitecour office Fox Creek office
your home furnishings : G— Road'WgHitoring
E: sales@furnitureden.ca www.hendricksonblack.ca Yepa== Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties
780-778-2016 (S https://www.furnitureden.ca
T 4807 - 50 Avenue Whitecourt, AB '..' 'Ow" .‘
Career ©

Ads, o e

Busted Knuckle Technical || | affordable Bttty mtematnes Dot st
Service Inc. price, AC. Waring FREE Consultation

GENERAL AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR sHOP || | wiith print T banny ettt —

* Licensed Journeyman Mechanic :
+ Serving Whitecourt and surrounding ad,

area for more than 12 years receive M E T R I x G R O U P LLP

+ Body, Chassis & Electrical
Diagnostics f CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL
- Shop Rate $90.00/hr. ree ACCOUNTANTS

CG” Des . 780" 779 _ 8546 nnline jOb 4927 - 51st Avenue, PO Box 328, Whitecourt, ABT7S 1N5

posti ng Accounting Tax Estates and Trusts Consulting Cocri?rg:lr:r?hip Revievelé:i;:;:menis
t MICHAEL EPP TERRY ST.LAURENT AMANDA LIND
a ek Partner Partner Associate
Leanne Gould i .ﬁlﬁfﬁiﬂ CPA, CA,CMA CPA, CGA, CA CPA, CA

r'._-1 ort E}agp *:\-‘35':-:'{ i ate Amanda lillll, (:Pl, CA will be in the Fox Creek office (20 Commercial Court)

§ 03.505 9906 '
- ®

WWW.

every Wednesday. To set up an appointment please contact our Whitecourt office.

WHITECOURTPRESS

Edmonton Lloydminster Fox Creek/Whitecourt/La Crete
(=] leanne. gould Bmorgagegroup com T: 780-489-9606 T: 780-875-7433 T: 780-778-3091 T: 780-928-9525
Fort Saskatchewan Evansburg
T: 780-992-0266 T: 780-727-2017
Wmﬁ Toll Free: 1-877-489-9606 METRIXGROUP.CA
- - at 780.706.1858 or ema hit i
Whitecourt Veterinary = - ) Tue Press WWW-W itecour Ill‘ﬂss-l!llm
mail.com
wctpressig '\. v

Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave @ﬁ
oD

where pets are family.

F RESCHKE FRITZ LLP

PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

MARK R. RESCHKE, CPA, CA
PARTNER

Tax planning
Corporate & Personal Tax Preparation
Full Accounting Services

Box 569, #101, 5011 - 51 Ave
Whitecourt, AB T7S IN6

780-778-3981 mreschke@rfllp.ca

Joca

Call Now To Book This Space 180-106-1838



