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The Whitecourt Wol-
verines took on the 
Grande Prairie Storm on 
Wednesday night for a 
mid-week home game at 
the Scott Safety Centre. 
Three-hundred and six-
ty-eight fans were in the 
seats, eager to cheer on 
their team. As of Friday, 
January 27, with fifteen 
games left in the regular 
season, the Whitecourt 
Wolverines were in sec-
ond place in the North 
AJHL standings. The 
Grande Prairie Storm was 

in seventh, with thirty 
points separating the di-
vision rivals.

Shortly after the 7 pm 
puck drop, the Wolver-
ines had an early lead. 
Spencer Rheaume, as-
sisted by Caleb MacDon-
ald and Graham Skinner, 
smashed one past the 
Storm netminder at 2:54 
of the period. Outside of 
three penalties, two for 
Whitecourt and one for 
the Storm, the lone goal 
from the home team was 
the only action of the pe-
riod.

In the second, Wol-
verine Caleb MacDon-
ald was caught tripping 
a Storm player and sat 
for two. Thankfully, his 
teammates kept the Storm 
from capitalizing on the 
man advantage. As if to 
make up for it, MacDon-
ald scored four minutes 
later, thanks to Graham 
Skinner (his second as-
sist of the night) and Mi-
chael Lovsin. It was now 
2-0 for the Wolverines. 
Roughly 90 seconds later, 

Whitecourt's Rotary 
Park is a history-rich 
spot. The Woodlands 
Cree Nation enjoyed 
the beauty of this area 
long before any others, 
calling it Sagitawah, the 

place where the rivers 
meet. Sitting just beyond 
the meeting place of the 
Athabasca River and 
McLeod River, it is fit-
ting that Rotary Park is 
now a meeting place for 
many all year long.

Throughout the sum-
mer months, when the 
slides are in full swing 
and the splash park is a 
hotbed of activity, thou-
sands upon thousands 

By Serena Lapointe

By Serena Lapointe

continued on page 2

continued on page 10

The history of Rotary Park 
and how it came to be 

the gem that it is

With a little over a dozen games left to play in the regular season, 
the Whitecourt Wolverines are looking to climb the standings and 
distance themselves from those below. The hometown squad would 
love to leapfrog a team or two before the playoff run begins in 
early March. A big hit from the Storm but not enough to knock the 
Wolverines off the puck.

Celebrating 
the history of 
traveling by 
canoe with 
voyageurs on 
Rotary pond 
in 2017.

A Gordie Howe hattrick 
at a recent Wolverines 

game gave fans an extra 
reason to cheer
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GET INVOLVED….IT’S YOUR TOWN!
Opportunity for Public Participation

Every fall, the Town of Whitecourt recruits citizens to fi ll volunteer positions on various boards and committees that provide Town Council with perspective and recommendations regarding important 
civic issues. Whitecourt is a diverse, growing town, and citizens are in the best position to provide input on our changing community needs.

Get involved!  It’s your town.  Share your knowledge and meet new colleagues.

The Town of Whitecourt is now accepting applications for:
          
      Subdivision and Development Appeal Board
 “To make decisions on appeals of subdivision or development decisions made by the Development Offi cer or Municipal Planning Commission.”
  (2) Members – terms to expire in October 2025
 
 Whitecourt Tourism Committee
 “To establish a brand and program to further the interests of the Town of Whitecourt in the tourism industry.”
  (1) Member – term to expire in October 2025
 
      Municipal Planning Commission Committee
 “To deal with land use planning matters with particular emphasis on the Land Use Bylaw.”
  (1) Member – term to expire in October 2024
  (2) Members – terms to expire in October 2025

 Health Professionals Attraction & Retention Committee 
 “To develop and support a sustainable and collaborative system for health professionals’ attraction and retention that will support ongoing health care services to the  
 community and provide a welcoming environment for health care providers and their families.”
  (1) Member – term to expire in October 2024
  (1) Member – terms to expire in October 2025

If being on a Council Committee interests you, please complete an application form which can be found on the Whitecourt website at www.whitecourt.ca or picked up at the Town Offi ce.  
Applications must be received before 12:00 noon, Tuesday, February 7, 2023 to:

 Whitecourt Town Administration Offi ce
 Attention:  Executive Assistant
 5004 - 52 Avenue, Box 509, WHITECOURT, AB T7S 1N6
 email: wendydavidson@whitecourt.ca 

Applications will be presented to Town Council at the February 13, 2023 Regular Meeting.

the Storm came in with a 
vengeance and managed 
to get one past the Wol-
verine’s goalie Lochlan 
Gordon, coming within 
one goal of tying things 
up. The second ended 
with a score of 2-1.

In the final frame, the 
Wolverines knew they 
had to come in big. In a 
blink-and-you-miss-it 
type of moment, Wol-
verine Jonah Bevington 
sniped one right off the 
draw thanks to two fan-
tastic tic-tac-toe passes 
from Tanner Klimpke and 
Michael Lovsin just sev-
en seconds into the pe-
riod, making it 3-1. The 
quick goal set the tone 
for what the next twenty 
minutes would be like.

Eight minutes and 

forty seconds later, the 
Whitecourt Wolverines 
once again had their fans 
cheering as they scored 
another, this time off the 
stick of Colby Browne. 
Matthew Sutter assist-
ed, as did Cooper Smyl, 
grabbing his 28th assist 
of the season. The Storm 
managed to get one in 
shortly afterwards, bring-
ing the tally to 4-2.

Just over halfway 
through the period, things 
got a little testy. Storm 
player Ty Toews and Wol-
verine Caleb MacDonald 
got into it and collect-
ed two major penalties. 
Both players received 
five-minute majors for 
fighting and ten-minute 
game misconducts. The 
offsetting penalties didn’t 
give one team an advan-
tage over the other, and 

the game continued with-
out issue.

With two minutes and 
thirty seconds remaining 
in the game, Wolverine 
Dylan Leslie, alongside 
Jack Franklin and Tan-
ner Komzak, scored his 
eleventh goal of the sea-
son, bringing his team to 
five goals on the night. In 
the final 90 seconds, the 
Storm achieved a quick 
goal but could not climb 
out of the hole they found 
themselves in. The Wol-
verines took the win 5-3. 
Caleb MacDonald was 
named the Wolverine’s 
Star of the Game after 
grabbing a Gordie Howe 
hat trick with one goal, 
assist, and scuffle.

The Whitecourt Wol-
verines have a solid grip 

continued from page 1

continued on page 3

The face of pain 
after a blocked shot.

A ref's view 
of the action.
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on second place in the 
North, sitting behind the 
Spruce Grove Saints. 
League-wide, the Wol-
verines, as of Friday, Jan-
uary 27, were in fourth 
place, two points behind 
the third-place Okotoks 
Oilers. The Blackfalds 
Bulldogs and the Drum-
heller Dragons are hot 

on the Wolverine’s heels, 
though the home squad 
had games in hand on 
both.

The next home games 
for the Wolverines come 
on Friday, February 3, 
against the first-place 
Spruce Grove Saints 
and Sunday, February 
5, against Fort McMur-
ray, a matinee matchup. 
After their home game 

on February 10 against 
Grande Prairie, the Wol-
verines will be taking 
a southern road trip to 
scrap it out against Cam-
rose, Canmore, Okotoks 
and Calgary before re-
turning to the Scott 
Safety Centre on Friday, 
February 24 to take on 
the Bonnyville Pontiacs 
for night one of a two-
night battle.

continued from page 2

A Wolverine stares down the Storm goalie milliseconds after a big 
save.

Splits off the face off.

I'm about 
to shoot, 

guys!
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Supporting growth in Whitecourt since 1922,  
we salute our not-for-profit community. 
Millar Western Forest Products Ltd. 
a resourceful company 

Your only LOCAL carrier serving the Community since 1950
Proud supporter of 

our local Organizations
780-778-2226

This page is sponsored by:

5027 - 51 Avenue, Open: Monday to Friday 10am - 4pm 780-396-8777

Offering support services for marginalized individuals
• Outreach worker, laundry and shower facilities 

by appt • Tax program & Bag Lunch Program

Soaring Eagle Support Society

"Serving the community for over 30 years"
The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food  

in order to help families in need. 
Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm

Phone: 780-778-2341

Located within the Carlan Services Community Centre

The Whitecourt Food Bank is operated by the Town of 
Whitecourt Food Bank Coordinator and dependent on 

volunteers to operate.The Food Bank relies on donations 
of cash or food from individuals and organizations . Lo-
cal grocery stores drop off baked goods including bread 

and pastries weekly. Other corporations and schools 
schedule food drives throughout the year.

Open: Mon, Wed, & Fri 11 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Phone: 780-778-2341

Providing timely and 
easily accessible financial 

support for Whitecourt 
patients and their families 

who are dealing with a 
cancer diagnosis.

This can include help with parking costs for hospital visits, living 
expenses and unforeseen medical expenses. Applications can 

be made through the Drs at both Whitecourt Medical Clinics or 
(office hours, can leave a message): Willow McIntyre  

(Community Cancer Navigation Nurse, McLeod River PCN) 
780-779-0079, Kim Nendsa (President of Whitecourt  

Cancer & Wellness Society) 780-778-0932  
wctcancerwellness@gmail.com

**Monthly meetings have been postponed due to COVID-19

WHITECOURT GROUP OF  
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS

All meetings are in person and online (hybrid) 
• Mondays 7:30pm
• Wednesdays 7:30pm
• and Saturdays at Noon

Meetings held at the Family Worship Center  
upstairs.
ZOOM ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude

Weekly grief support group starting February 7 through 
April 25, 2023, Tuesdays, from 6:30pm to 8:30pm., 
at Crossroads Community Church, 4419 44 Avenue, 

Mayerthorpe. $35 for 12 sessions includes your personal 
GriefShare Workbook. Pre-registration is required by calling 

Reverend Ruth Lotholz at 780-786-2695.

 

                                                             
Meetings three times each week 

• Monday       8:00 p.m........ (12 Step Meeting)  
• Wednesday 8:00 p.m...(Open Topic Meeting)  
• Friday          8:00 p.m.............(Big Book Meeting)  

 
Located at the United Church Basement on Legion St. 
(formerly 5201 – 50 Street ) 
More info Contact: (780) 396-8777. Please Leave A 
Message For Our AA member or Contact Addictions 
Helpline @1(866)332-2322  

 

Whitecourt AA Group 

Of Alcoholics Anonymous  



Tuesday, January 31, 2023
www.whitecourtpress.com 

Stop bullying!Stop bullying!
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Tri-Logging 
is against 
bullying

Putting a face 
on suicide

Every 40 seconds somewhere around 
the world someone dies by suicide, that’s 
99 people every 66 minutes. Every day, 
that’s almost 100 people in the United 

States alone, and over 2160 worldwide. 
Putting a Face on Suicide (PAFOS) is a 
suicide awareness project that creates 

posters and videos to pay tribute to those 
we have lost to suicide with dignity and 
respect. PAFOS humanizes the daunting 
statistics; lovingly replacing numbers 

with faces.

Have you been bullied, and want to share your story? 
Email wctpress@telus.net All submissions remain confidential 

If your life is in danger or you know someone’s life is in danger  
DIAL EMERGENCY NOW 911!

If you are experiencing suicidal thoughts, 
you need to know that you’re not alone. You 
can also call if you are not in crisis, seeking 

additional information. The new Canada 
Suicide Prevention Service (CSPS), by Crisis 

Services Canada, enables callers anywhere in 

Canada to access crisis support by phone, in 
French or English: toll-free 1-833-456-4566 

Available 24/7
Crisis Text Line (Powered by Kids Help 

Phone) Canada Wide free, 24/7 texting service 
is accessible immediately to youth anywhere 

in Canada by texting TALK to 686868 to reach 
an English speaking Crisis Responder and 

TEXTO to 686868 to reach a French-speaking 
Crisis Responder on any text/ 

SMS enabled cell phone.
KidsHelpPhone Ages 20 Years and Under 

in Canada 1-800-668-6868 (Online or on 
the Phone). First Nations and Inuit Hope for 
Wellness 24/7 Help Line 1-855-242-3310

Canadian Indian Residential Schools Crisis 
Line 1-866-925-4419

Trans LifeLine – All Ages 1-877-330-6366
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Premier Danielle Smith says she 

is seeking to find common ground 
between Alberta and Ottawa

On the Government of 
Canada's official website, 
the statement 'Just Tran-
sition' means to prepare 
the country's workforce 
to "fully participate in 
the low-carbon econo-
my while minimizing the 
impacts of labour market 
transitions" It details the 
importance of identifying 
and supporting "inclusive 
economic opportunities 
for workers in their com-
munities," and of putting 
workers and their com-
munities "front and cen-
tre in discussions that af-
fect their livelihoods."

The goal, it states, is to 
be net zero. Over the last 
couple of years, Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau's 
government has held 
roundtables with experts, 
unions, and industry lead-
ers, received over thirty 
thousand written submis-
sions and has met with 
provincial leaders and In-
digenous groups.

Speaking at a recent 
media scrum event, Pre-
mier Danielle Smith 
explained her reserva-
tions with the plan and 
offered ideas of how a 
greener plan might work 
for Alberta. "Just Transi-
tion is the language they 
used when they phased 
out the coal industry. If 
they wanted to talk about 
sustainable jobs, that's 
completely different. We 
would be happy to talk 
to them about sustainable 
jobs and carbon tech, sus-
tainable jobs in hydrogen 
and sustainable jobs in 
this new economy that 
we are developing around 
small modular nuclear 
and other types of proj-
ects," explained Premier 
Smith.

She pointed to the Al-
bertan oil sands produc-
ers, saying they have an 
"aggressive strategy to 
reduce emissions and use 
more bitumen beyond 
combustion." She also 
said that there is a petro-
chemical industry. "This 
is not about phasing out 
any of these jobs. It's 
about growing them and 
expanding the opportuni-
ty for oil and natural gas 
workers, and that's the 
kind of language I would 
like to hear the Prime 
Minister use."

One of the most recent 
announcements from the 
federal government in 
late December propos-

es legislation requiring 
at least twenty percent 
of new, light-duty ve-
hicles sold in Canada 
to be zero-emission by 
2026 and 100 percent by 
2035. In response, Pre-

mier Smith said her own 
experience with a hybrid 
vehicle through the sum-
mer raised the alarm for 
her. "There's a five-year 
waiting list for hybrid 
vehicles with Toyota and 

an equally long waiting 
list for other electric ve-
hicles. How do you then 
mandate that twenty per-
cent of vehicles sold in 
Alberta are going to be 
electric when they aren't 
even going to be avail-
able?"

The Premier said she 
had also recently spoken 
to a developer who in-
stalls transformers, not-
ing there's an 80-week 
delay to get one. "We 
used to be able to get 
them within days. We've 
got a two-year wait to 
even be able to upgrade 
our power grid." She said 
an honest conversation 
about "what's doable and 
what's possible" has to 
happen sooner rather than 
later.

Working with the fed-
eral government to find 
common ground is the 
first approach Premier 
Smith said she wants to 
take. "If we are working 
towards the same goal 
of emissions reduction, 
and we have a reasonable 

timeframe, and we are 
working towards having 
the same kind of tech-
nological advancement, 
then I think we can work 
collaboratively and coop-
eratively."

Premier Smith sent two 
letters to Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau in January, 
supporting Alberta's ener-
gy sector. The first letter, 
sent on January 11, fo-
cused on Japanese Prime 
Minister Fumio Kishida's 
visit to Canada. "Given 
Alberta's close cultural 
and economic integration 
with Japan and given our 
role in supplying respon-
sible energy to the world, 
I urge you to raise Alber-
ta's strong desire to sup-
ply affordable, sustain-
able and reliable energy 
to Japan," she wrote.

She mentioned that Ja-
pan is the second-largest 
global importer of Liqui-
fied Natural Gas (LNG). 
In 2021, nearly ten per-
cent of its imports origi-
nated in Russia, "present-
ing significant challenges 

given the ongoing con-
flict in Ukraine." She not-
ed that Alberta's "unpar-
alleled energy resources" 
and "commitment to 
emissions reductions," 
along with historical con-
nections with Japan, put 
the province in a position 
to be a "key contributor to 
Japan's efforts to diversi-
fy its LNG supply."

Her second letter 
penned to the Prime Min-
ister was released last 
Thursday. The letter fo-
cused on the federal gov-
ernment's Just Transition 
plan. Premier Smith said 
the world needs more 
Canadian energy, not 
less. "According to your 
government's own pre-
dictions, the federal Just 
Transition initiative alone 
will risk a full 25 percent 
of Alberta's economy and 
187,000 jobs in Alberta 
while also causing major 
disruptions and displace-
ment to 13.5 percent of 
Canada's workforce."

Premier Danielle Smith penned two letters 
to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau in January. 
She said her goal is to get a meeting and 
discuss ways to find common ground on 
emission reduction and the leadership role 
Alberta's energy industry can take in a 
changing world.

By Serena Lapointe

continued on page 7

Photo - Alberta.caPhoto - Alberta.ca
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REQUEST FOR QUOTATIONSREQUEST FOR QUOTATIONSREQUEST FOR PROPOSALREQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
CRUSHING TO STOCKPILECRUSHING TO STOCKPILE

FAMILY & COMMUNITY SUPPORT SERVICES (FCSS)FAMILY & COMMUNITY SUPPORT SERVICES (FCSS)
2023 GRANT FUNDING AVAILABLE2023 GRANT FUNDING AVAILABLE

Quotation documents may be obtained on the website woodlands.ab.ca/p/rfps-and-tenders or at either of the 
Woodlands County offices.

Woodlands County OR Woodlands County 
Municipal Office  Regional Municipal Office
# 1 Woodlands Lane  Box 33
Whitecourt AB T7S 1N3  Fort Assiniboine AB T0G 1A0
Telephone:  (780) 778-8400   Telephone:  (780) 584-3866

Sealed quotations shall be submitted on, or prior to 2:00 pm on March 3, 2023, to:

Richard Twach
Manager, Field Services
P.O. Box 60 #1 Woodlands Lane
Whitecourt, AB T7S 1N3 

For further information, please contact the Municipal Office in Whitecourt at 780-778-8400.

The Municipal Planning Commission will be making a decision on the following development permit application as per the Woodlands County Land Use Bylaw, at their regular meeting on Wednesday, February 15, 2023 at 
4:00 p.m. at the Whitecourt Municipal Office, downstairs.

Section 19 of the Woodlands County Land Use Bylaw provides opportunity for any person who may have comments on the proposed developments to deliver to the Development Officer, a written statement of their concerns 
indicating: their full name and address and the reasons for their comments to the proposed use. 

If you have any comment or concern regarding this proposal you may provide a written statement via email to peter.mckay@woodlands.ab.ca prior to 4:30 p.m., February 8, 2023.

Comments received will be taken into consideration by the Municipal Planning Commission.

DISCRETIONARY USE DISCRETIONARY USE 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT APPLICATIONDEVELOPMENT PERMIT APPLICATION

Information regarding this application may be obtained by inquiring prior to 4:30 pm, February 8, 2023.

Attention: Peter McKay, Development Officer
 peter.mckay@woodlands.ab.ca

 Woodlands County
 Box 60, #1 Woodlands Lane, Whitecourt  AB  T7S 1N3
 Telephone:     780-778-8400
 Toll-Free:    1-888-870-6315

LEGAL  DESCRIPTION DEVELOPMENT PERMIT APPLICATION NUMBER PROPOSAL

PT. SE 23-59-12-W5M
Lot 8 Block 1 Plan 962-0522 15-002-2023 Garden Suite

Woodlands County is seeking quotations for the supply of the following:

• One (1) New Tandem Gravel/Plow Truck and Front Discharge Combination SpreaderWoodlands County is seeking bids for crushing and stockpiling of 150,000 tonnes of 4:20, 10,000 tonnes of 
4:40, and 20,000 tonnes of 5:8 in SML970017 located at SE 10-62-06-W5M. 
 
Detailed information and bid packages may be obtained online at: Alberta Purchasing Connection or 
Woodlands County Website www.woodlands.ab.ca.

Bidders may submit sealed tenders only up to 2:00 p.m. local time on February 16, 2023.

To:   Woodlands County Municipal Office
 #1 Woodlands Lane
 Box 60
 Whitecourt, AB  T7S 1N3
 Telephone:  780-778-8400  

Bidders must submit proposals on the forms issued with the RFP document.

For further information contact:

Richard Twach, Manager, Field Services
Telephone: (780) 778-8400

Woodlands County is pleased to provide grant funding for “preventative social initiatives to enhance the 
wellbeing of individuals, families and communities.”

Funding is available for local organizations, for local initiatives!

The programs/projects must fall into one of the categories listed below:

1. Social development of children & their families

2. Enrich & strengthen family life by developing skills to function within our environment

3. Enhance quality of life in the retired & semi retired

4. Promote, encourage & support volunteerism

5. Inform the public of available services

Application forms available at woodlands.ab.ca or our offices in Whitecourt and Fort Assiniboine. 

DEADLINE 4:30 P.M. FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2023

Approved funding must be utilized by December 31, 2023

Please contact the Community Services Department to obtain further information
780-778-8400 or toll-free at 1-888-870-6315.

She stated that the rela-
tionship between the Al-
berta government and the 
federal government was 
at a "crossroads" and en-
couraged working togeth-
er to fix it. In the letter, 
the Premier offered four 
objectives. The first was 
to decrease Canada's and 
Alberta's net emissions 
substantially. The second 
was accelerating private 
and public investment in 
projects that use/devel-
op carbon capture, geo-
thermal, petrochemicals, 
zero-emission vehicles 
and nuclear. The third 

objective focused on at-
tracting a larger skilled 
workforce, while the 
fourth was to increase the 
export of LNG and other 
resources to reduce glob-
al emissions.

She closed the letter 
by asking for a meeting. 
"Prime Minister, we can 
and must work togeth-
er. Operating in political 
silos as adversaries on 
this issue is getting us 
nowhere, and I believe 
all Canadians are tired of 
seeing it. Canada should 
be the world's greatest 
energy superpower. It can 
be if we come together 
collaboratively in pursuit 

of that objective. There 
is no limit to our nation's 
potential," she concluded.

Should the first ap-
proach of working to-
gether not pan out, Pre-
mier Smith pointed to 
the Sovereignty Act. "If 
the federal government 
is pursuing emissions 
caps and targets that are 
too aggressive and too 
short of a time frame and 
are unachievable, it is a 
defacto production cap 
which means it's a viola-
tion of our constitutional 
right to choose to develop 
our own resources."

She explained that if 
her government puts for-

ward a "robust plan to re-
duce emissions in a way 
that works for Alberta," 
they will be ready, if nec-
essary, to take the federal 
government to court and 
fight. "We are not phasing 
this industry out. We don't 
have to. We can export 
LNG, which will reduce 
global emissions. We can 
use carbon technology to 
capture C02 and embed 
it into useful projects or 
bury it underground. We 
can develop a hydrogen 
industry. We can develop 
a small modular nuclear 
industry. Those are all the 
things that get us to the 
same goal."

continued from page 6

Happy 6Happy 6thth Birthday  Birthday 
Easton!!Easton!!

Love Love 
from your from your 
family!family!
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Pembina West PetroleumPembina West Petroleum

• • 24 hour card lock service24 hour card lock service
• • Washroom & Shower FacilitiesWashroom & Shower Facilities
• • Oils and LubricantsOils and Lubricants

• • DEF available at the pumpsDEF available at the pumps
• • Fresh coff ee, confectionery, Fresh coff ee, confectionery, 

snackssnacks

3862 - 30 St, Whitecourt, AB3862 - 30 St, Whitecourt, AB
• 24 hour card lock service
• Washroom & Shower Facilities
• Oils and Lubricants

• DEF available at the pumps
• Fresh coff ee, confectionery, 

snacks

3862 - 30 St, Whitecourt, AB

WE DELIVERWE DELIVER

780-778-3239780-778-3239

Bulk FuelBulk Fuel
& Lubricants& Lubricants

The PressThe Press

Thank  You!

• Jennie Falk
• Bill Tetlock
• Debbi Waldersheim
• Gregory
• Brad Stack
• Edith Wise
• Fifi 
• Veronica Alexander
• Edson Msalya

• Daniel Waldenburger
• Lowell Mathews
• Lenny Botterill
• Dr. Kenlin
• Fred Tschigerl
• Roy Merrifi eld
• Kay Merrifi eld
• Bob Skinner
• Darcy St. Martin

• Tom Wise
• Eddy Kornelsen
• Jonathan Howey
• Elaine Young
• Mervin 

Schmalzbauer
• Amanda Vines
• Robert Mayner
• Owen Sim

The Whitecourt Food Bank would like 
to thank the following community 
members and businesses that helped 
brighten our beautiful tree at the Town 
Offi  ce for the parade and the holiday sea-
son of 2022. As this is the only fundraiser 
that the Food Bank organizes for itself, 

we appreciate the continued, strong support of our annual 
Christmas Tree Light up that raised over $3000.

Refl ections Psycological Kujira Sushi Grill JR Pressure Service
Harris Home Inspections Glen & Jan Kingdon
Tri-Hi Pressure in memory of Jason Whelihan
Marlene Pinchbeck in Memory of Kellier & Pinchbeck Family        
Wayne & Marge Whatmore in memory of Norman Whatmore
Sheena Piccolo in memory of Frank Piccolo
Mike Butterfi eld in memory of Helen Butterfi eld

In memory of: 

Coming up short: Wage growth outpaced 
by inflation in November

New survey results 
from Statistics Canada 
show that seasonally-ad-
justed average weekly 
earnings (including over-
time) across all sectors in 
Alberta were 3.8% higher 
in November 2022 than 
the same month in 2021.

Consumer prices, how-
ever, rose by 6.6% in Al-
berta over this period (un-
adjusted).

Nationally, wages in-
creased by 4.2% on a 

year-over-year basis 
while inflation was run-
ning at 6.8%.

Average earnings were 
up in every province in 
November compared to 
12 months earlier.  New-
foundland and Labra-
dor posted the largest 
increase at +6.5% while 
Saskatchewan posted the 
smallest at +3.7%.

Alberta continues to have 
the highest average weekly 
earnings of any province.

When the numbers are 
broken down by indus-

try, average earnings in 
Alberta were up the most 
on a year-over-year ba-
sis in the real estate and 
rental and leasing sector 
at +13.8% followed by 
the oil and gas sector at 
+11.8%.

The arts, entertainment 
and recreation sector was 
at the other end of the 
spectrum at -8.9% fol-
lowed by the administra-
tive and support, waste 
management and reme-
diation services sector at 
-2.8%.

By ATB Financial's Economics 
& Research Team 
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ComingComing Events
BLANKET THE PROVINCE 
with a classified ad. Only 
$269/wk (based on 25 
words or less). Reach almost 
90  weekly newspapers. Call 
NOW for details. 1-800-282-
6903 Ext 225; www.awna.
com. 

Employment Opportunities
ROCKY MOUNTAIN EQUIP-
MENT HIRING: AG Equip-
ment Techs, Heavy Equipment 
Techs - Journeyman, Appren-
tices, and CVIP/Truck Techs. 
View Open Roles www.rocky-
mtn.com/careers. Relocation 
and Signing Bonus Offered.

Feed and Seed
ALBERTA FEED GRAIN: 
Buying Oats, Barley, Wheat, 
Canola, Peas, Screenings, 
Mixed Grains. Dry, Wet, Heat-
ed, or Spring Thresh. Prompt 
Payment. In House Trucks, In 
House Excreta Cleaning. Vac 
Rental. 1-888-483-8789.

WE BUY DAMAGED GRAIN 
- Heated, Mixed, Tough, Light, 
Bugs, Spring Thrashed....
Barley, Wheat, Oats, Peas, 
Flax, Canola. "On Farm Pick-
up". Westcan Feed & Grain 
1-877-250-5252.

Health
HIP/KNEE REPLACEMENT. 
Other medical conditions 
causing TROUBLE WALKING 
or DRESSING? The Disability 
Tax Credit allows for $3,000 
yearly tax credit and $30,000 
lump sum refund. Take advan-
tage of this offer. Apply NOW; 
quickest refund Nationwide: 
Expert help. 1-844-453-5372.

Pasture
GET YOUR MESSAGE SEEN 
ACROSS Alberta. The Blanket 
Classifieds or Value Ads reach 
over 600,000 Alberta readers 
weekly. Two options starting 
at $269 or $995 to get your 
message out! Business chang-
es, hiring, items for sale, can-
cellations, tenders, etc. People 
are increasingly staying home 
and rely on their local news-
papers for information. KEEP 
people in the loop with our 90 
Weekly Community Newspa-
pers. Call THIS NEWSPAPER 
now or email classifieds@
awna.com for details. 1-800-
282-6903, 780-434-8746 
X225. www.awna.com.

Services
CRIMINAL RECORD? Why 
suffer employment/licensing 
loss? Travel/business oppor-
tunities? Be embarrassed? 

Think: Criminal Pardon. US 
entry waiver. Record purge. 
File destruction. Free con-
sultation. 1-800-347-2540. 
www.accesslegalmjf.com.

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad 
credit? Bills? Unemployed? 
Need Money? We Lend! If you 
own your own home - you 
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance 
Corp. Member BBB. 1-877-
987-1420. www.pioneerwest.
com.

PRIVATE MORTGAGE LEND-
ER. All real estate types con-
sidered. No credit checks 
done. Deal direct with lender 
and get quick approval. Toll 
free 1-866-405-1228 www.
firstandsecondmortgages.ca.

Wanted
WANTED SASQUATCH 
SKULL - Also purchasing SIL-
VER & GOLD coins, bars, jew-
elry, scrap, nuggets, sterling, 
999+ BULLION, maple leafs, 
bulk silver, pre-1969 coins. 
Coin collector BUYING EN-
TIRE COIN COLLECTIONS, 
old $ & Royal Canadian Mint 
coins. TODD 250-864-3521.

Odds of a child becoming 
a top fashion designer: 1 in 7,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed
with autism: 1 in 110

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autisms peaks.org

Some signs to look for:

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

© 2010 Autism Speaks Inc. “Autism Speaks” and “It’s Time To Listen” & design are trademarks owned by Autism Speaks Inc. All rights reserved.

NEED HELP? CALL 
ANYTIME! (24-7)

Mental Health Helpline  
1-877-303-2642

Addiction Helpline 1-866-332-2322 
Health Link 811

Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858

A locally owned and family operated 
newspaper serving Whitecourt

& &

The Press is printed on high quality newsprint using 
vegetable based ink. We encourage you to share, save, 

reuse, rehash & recycle.

Published every Tuesday

The PressThe Press

Wed., Feb 1
Flurries

70%
-11ºC
-19ºC

E 10 km/h
~5cm

Fri., Feb 3
Mix of sun and clouds

30%
-3ºC
-7ºC

W 9 km/h
-

 Sat., Feb 4
Mainly sunny

20%
1ºC
-9ºC

SW 12 km/h
-

Thu., Feb 2
Scattered flurries

60%
-15ºC
-16ºC

E 12 km/h
~1cm

Tue., Jan 31
A few flurries

40%
-8ºC
-12ºC

NW 8 km/h
~5cm

Dollar Values as of January 31, 2023

One Canadian Dollar = 0.74 US Dollar
at an exchange rate of 0.7497 (using nominal rate).

Money Matters

Letter to the Editor policy
The Press welcomes readers to write letters to the 
Editor. A maximum of 300 words is preferred but not 
necessary. Letters must carry a first name or two 
initials with surname and include an address and 
daytime telephone number. All letters are subject to 
editing. Please email letters to wctpress@telus.net.

Happy retirement 
Mark Winger

After 34 years at the 
sawmill! Enjoy your new 

chapter in B.C.!
The Winger Clan
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of Albertans and visitors 
from all over descend on 
the beloved local hangout 
to see what all the fuss is 
about.

The park as it is known 
today would not exist if 
not for the partnerships 
that made it happen. Millar 
Western, the Rotary Club 
of Whitecourt and sever-
al others worked with the 
Town of Whitecourt to 
create something unique 
that others would one day 
try to replicate. The pond, 

a significant piece of the 
puzzle, which enables the 
water features to exist, 
came about uniquely.

In the 1980s, the Town 
Council of the day felt 
that the Whitecourt Ro-
deo Grounds (present-day 
Rotary Park) would be 
a good spot to put a big 
community park. In 1986, 
six hectares of the rodeo 
grounds were purchased 
by the Town of White-
court from the Whitecourt 
Royal Canadian Legion.

Two years later, White-
court's Community Ser-

vices Department brought 
consultants on board to 
draw up a master plan 
for the park they wanted 
to build. Original ideas 
during those brainstorm-
ing sessions included a 
pond, playground, picnic 
sites, farmer's market area 
with a concession, pub-
lic washrooms, walking 
trails, an amphitheatre, 
BMX bike track, and even 
a par-three golf course. 
The Town Council of the 
day accepted the official 
master plan in 1989.

The park's namesake, 

Whitecourt's Rotary Club, 
became a committed part-
ner in the park's creation 
and vision by 1998, and 
the name change to Ro-
tary Park became official 
in September 2000. That 
same year, the man-made 
pond came to be. Millar 
Western Forest Products 
Ltd. needed gravel to 
prepare a spot for its new 
sawmill. Through sheer 
luck, the specific granular 
material Millar Western 
required happened to be 
right next door, on the ro-
deo grounds.

Throwback Memory 
info posts from the Town 
of Whitecourt, viewable 
on www.whitecourt.ca, 
detailed how the unique 
agreement worked. "The 
Town was able to con-
tract Millar Western to 
excavate approximate-
ly 80,000 cubic metres 
of earth, forming a bed 
for a man-made pond. 
Through this partnership, 
Millar Western removed 
the fill and relocated it 
onto its site, and the mu-
nicipality saved approxi-
mately $300,000 in con-

struction costs," reads the 
infographic.

As quoted in the Throw-
back Memory, from 
April 2000, then-Mayor 
George VanderBurg said 
the lake excavation proj-
ect with Millar Western 
was a win-win situation 
for everyone and "a tre-
mendous opportunity for 
all involved." The Mil-
lars shared the sentiment. 
"We hope the park will 
be a great recreational 
and economic asset to the 

One of Whitecourt's gems, Rotary Park, has an interesting history. What started as a dream on a piece of a napkin has steadily grown to 
become a shining star provincially, with thousands of visitors coming to the community each year.

continued from page 1

continued on page 11

Festival Way; a place 
for outdoor markets as 
envisioned decades ago.

Fishing at Rotary Pond.
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Shift Incentive for Overnights

Herc Rentals is Hiring a 

Heavy-duty Journeyman 
for a field mechanic position in 
Whitecourt. Paid time off, Great 

benefits package, great pay, 
experience working on Rental 

equipment as asset.  

Apply online today at  
careers.hercrentals.comThe Whitecourt District 

Chamber of Commerce 
held its first Annual Pres-
ident's Gala on Satur-
day night at St. Joseph's 
Hall. The newly created 
event featured a five-
course meal prepared 
by Tastebuds Catering, 
served at the table by the 
well-dressed youth of the 
Whitecourt Air Cadets, 
and live music by Slow 
Walkin' Walker. Mid-eve-
ning, the Chamber direc-
tors in attendance were 
presented to the audience. 
This year's directors are 
Paula Miller, Debbie Da-
vio, Rachel Bachman, 
Terriann Masse, Karen 
Hamelin, Julie Sawyer, 
and Brieanne MacLeod. 
Also on hand were vice 
president Travis Golby 
and treasurer Ray Hilts. 
Ahead of the awards 
portion of the evening, 
past-president Mark 
Dickin presented new 
president Louise Meier 
with the club's meeting 
gavel. With a quick tap, 

he jokingly declared, 
"I'm out." Meier took the 
gavel without skipping a 
beat, tapped it, and said, 
"I'm in."

There were five awards 
given out at the gala. 
The first award was for 
Non-Profit of the Year, 
which the Community 
Lunchbox Society won. 
Motivator Bobby Jones 
proudly accepted the 
award on behalf of the so-

ciety. The second award 
was the Customer Ser-
vice Excellence Award. 
The winner was Oko 
Shop & Refillery. Own-
er Brandy Fleming said 
she wants every custom-
er that leaves her store to 
feel uplifted and fulfilled. 
The third award of the 
night was for the Emerg-
ing Business of the Year. 
Precious Sprouts Child-
care Centre took home 

the hardware and title for 
2022. The fourth award, 
Community Attraction, 
was won by Microtel Inn 
& Suites. The final award 
to be handed out was to 
the Legacy Business of 
2022. Mountain Pizza 
and Steakhouse manager 
Joanne Belke credited her 
amazing staff after she 
accepted the prestigious 
award. Congratulations 
to all the winners!

If you enjoy a fast-paced, progressive work environment and you have a passion for serving the 
local community- then this may be the opportunity for you! We believe that our values of diversity, 
collaboration, innovation and mutual respect bring out the best in our team, and we are currently 
looking to fi ll the following positions:

• Job#: 23-003, Infrastructure Summer Labourers
• Job#: 23-004, Parks Summer Labourers
• Job#: 23-005, Rotary Park Attendants
• Job#: 23-006, Utilities Summer Labourer
• Job#: 23-007, Landfi ll Summer Labourer
• Job#: 23-008, Visitor Information Counsellor
• Job#: 23-009, Summer Program Leader

Please visit www.whitecourt.ca for all employment opportunities and details on how to apply.

KJB

community, one that will 
be enjoyed by the people 
of Whitecourt and draw 
more visitors to the area," 
said Allan Millar.

Many upgrades have 
taken place at Rotary 
Park through the years, 
with something new hap-
pening fairly yearly. As 
planned decades earlier, 
the picnic areas and trails 
have been realized, as 

have the washrooms and 
fishing pond, which be-
gan being stocked with 
Rainbow Trout by Alberta 
Fish and Wildlife in 2003. 
The newest addition, Fes-
tival Way, brings another 
of the dreams alive with 
a place to hold farmer's 
markets and small-busi-
ness events. This summer, 
residents will see another 
addition join the ranks at 
Rotary Park with a mas-
sive bouncy pillow going 

near the playground.
The Sportfield Master 

Plan, a document fre-
quently updated, which 
details the plans for Rota-
ry Park into the future, not 
unlike the original project 
that kickstarted every-
thing in the first place, 
now leads the vision. 
Each council budgets for 
upgrades and plans for fu-
ture developments, adding 
its unique special touches 
along the way.

Residents interested in 
learning more about the 
history of Whitecourt, in-
cluding the first peoples, 
early residents, the con-
nection to the Klondike 
rush, the seasonal post 
operated by the Hudson's 
Bay Company near the 
present Whitecourt Golf 
and Country Club, and 
the controversy of White-
court's name are encour-
aged to visit www.white-
courtheritage.org.

President's GalaPresident's Gala

continued from page 10

Mountain Steak 
and Pizza manager 
Joanne Belke with 
the Legacy Award.

Brandy Fleming (right) with her 
Customer Service Excellence 
Award for Oko Shop & Refillery.

Bobby Jones gives thumbs 
up holding the Community 
Lunchbox's Non-Profit of the 
Year award.

By Serena Lapointe

New Chamber 
president Louise 

Meier (center) 
with fellow 

board members.
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Sales & Service Directory

Thank you to all those loving 
families who've adopted the 

pets at the Whitecourt Vet Clinic. 

Whitecourt Veterinary 
Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave

Call Des: 780-779-8546

• Licensed Journeyman Mechanic
• Serving Whitecourt and surrounding 

area for more than 12 years
• Body, Chassis & Electrical 

Diagnostics
• Shop Rate $90.00/hr. 

https://www.furnitureden.ca
4807 - 50 Avenue Whitecourt, AB 

We're there 
where you need 

us most!

Providing Traffic 
Control and Piloting

Road Monitoring 
& Radar Services

Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties

780-865-5815

• Traffic Control 
Personnel

• Provide service for 
emergency lane or road 

closures
• Construction 
zzone set ups

DEBT PROBLEMS??? 
780-424-9944

FREE Consultation
www.DEBTFREE.ca

A.C. Waring 
& Associates Inc. 

 Licensed Insolvency Trustee 
Trustee in Bankruptcy

Foreclosure Fear?
Wage Garnishment?

Call Us.  Talk to Us.  We can help you NOW.

Bank Loan Recalled?
Mortgage/Rent Arrears?

Local news printed 
on local newsprint

MICHAEL EPP 
Partner

CPA, CA, CMA

TERRY ST. LAURENT
Partner

 CPA, CGA, CA

AMANDA LIND
Associate
CPA, CA

METRIXGROUP.CA

Fox Creek/Whitecourt/La Crete
T: 780-778-3091 T: 780-928-9525

Edmonton
T: 780-489-9606

Toll Free: 1-877-489-9606

Lloydminster
T: 780-875-7433

Evansburg
T: 780-727-2017

Fort Saskatchewan
T: 780-992-0266

Accounting Tax Estates and Trusts Consulting Audit and
Review Engagements

Contract
Controllership

4927 – 51st Avenue, PO Box 328, Whitecourt, AB T7S 1N5

Amanda Lind, CPA, CA will be in the Fox Creek office (20 Commercial Court) 
every Wednesday. To set up an appointment please contact our Whitecourt office.


