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A good shock for the Whitecourt 
Food Bank as a matching grant 
doubles December’s donations

Owner Vanessa Long in her happy place. Read story page 2.

The new sorting table for perishable boxes. Read story page 5.

Instant spring at Twin 
Acres as the local 

greenhouse opens for 
the season
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Instant spring at Twin Acres as the 
local greenhouse opens for the season

Twin Acres Greenhouse 
just opened for its third 
year. Area gardeners were 
ready to walk through the 
pink greenhouse door the 
very moment the sign 
flipped to open. Owner 
Vanessa Long said she is 
excited to be open for the 
season and is happy to see 
so many people eager to 
walk through the aisles, 
dreaming of flower-filled 
baskets and beds.

The most significant 
change for the local 
greenhouse this year is a 
massive jump in space. 
The "pink door" green-

house gives a few thou-
sand extra square feet. 
"We now have 65 differ-
ent types of hanging bas-
kets, with different sizes 
and a massive variety 
within the greenhouse. 
You can do a lot more 
fun things with this much 
space. I have fun shop-
ping for it," smiled Long.

When she first opened 
Twin Acres, named after 
her adorable twins, Long 
had a vision of what she 
wanted it to become. The 
growth over the last cou-
ple of years has gotten 
her closer to her goals 
of becoming a full-time 

greenhouse and having 
a U-pick operation. "It is 
still being researched and 
dreamed about, but there 
are lots of plans in the 
works."

She said she is going 
down to central Alber-
ta this summer once the 
greenhouse closes for the 
season. "I will be check-
ing out some greenhous-
es doing some neat berry 
productions. Things you 
would grow in the lower 
mainland that you can't 
grow here, we can grow 
in a greenhouse here—
even raspberries. There's 
a new program coming 

out of Eastern Canada. 
They are in the soil, but 
you are fertilizing with 
hydroponics, and they are 
in a greenhouse, not out-
doors."

With over 3000 peren-
nials in the blue green-
house, Long said they 
could lower their prices 
because they are growing 
them on-site rather than 
buying them from some-
one else. "We can set our 
prices a lot easier and do 
a lot more variety that 
way too. The only thing 
we will bring in will be 
the hardwood products 
like trees and shrubs and 

some of the vines."
For the U-pick dream, 

Long said they would 
be doing some testing. 
"We have to do some soil 
sampling to see if we are 
going to have a U-pick in 
the ground or if we are 
going to put it into green-
houses. It wouldn't tech-
nically be a U-pick then, 
but it would expand us." 
Long said she could feel 
the momentum. "There 
are lots of really busy 
things happening at the 
moment."

For gardeners planning 
their yards, Long said 
one of the big trends this 
year is to try something 
different. "For us, in the 
greenhouse, we are trying 
some different things be-
cause we know shortages 
are coming. There's likely 
a dracaena or spike short-
age coming next year. If 
people buy them this year, 
you should overwinter 
them because you may not 
get them next year."

Spikes are a common 
addition to flower bas-
kets as they give height 
to the finished product. 
To work around the po-
tential shortage next year, 
Long said she is trying 
out different grasses that 
provide a similar effect as 
the spikes. Blue Mohawk 
grass is one grass they've 
used this year. Long said 
they've never had a spike 
shortage before but are 
having fun finding new 
items to use instead.

For colours, Long said 
two are standing out this 
year as hot commodities. 
"Oranges and purples are 
big this year. Many new 
plants that have come out 
this year that seem to be 
trending and are selling 
out the fastest have pur-
ples and oranges."

Long said Martha 
Washington Geraniums 
are an excellent option 
for new gardeners or 
those who tend to sacri-
fice plants accidentally. 
"Geraniums are like your 
best friend. They are real-
ly easy to maintain with 
very little deadheading. 
They can handle the heat. 
They can suntan with you 
on the deck and will love 
it. They aren't going to 
wilt and shrivel. If you 
forget to water them one 
day, you're ok! But, if 
you forget to water your 

petunias, they won't be 
happy."

She added that low 
maintenance is another 
theme. "A lot of our hang-
ing baskets are geared to-
wards low maintenance 
because that's my stage of 
life," she chuckled. "Our 
signature baskets this 
year are also low mainte-
nance. There are ivy gera-
niums in them, a trailing 
geranium; you don't have 
to do anything to it. We 
took the petunias out be-
cause they are high main-
tenance." As the business 
namesake, Long's twins 
are the signature baskets' 
primary focus, which fea-
tures pink and blue hues.

People growing their 
food is also a trend stick-
ing around. Long said that 
people started dabbling in 
it through the pandemic 
and that last year, with 
skyrocketing prices for 
vegetables like lettuce 
and tomatoes, people 
started getting more seri-
ous with it. Long said her 
other greenhouse has 400 
tomato plants thriving in 
it. "They are already six 
feet tall, and they have 
ripening tomatoes. We 
hope to have ripe toma-
toes off the vine by mid-
May."

Long said she's also 
been playing around with 
peppers and has four 
kinds. "I've never grown 
peppers to this extent in a 
greenhouse. It's a special 
variety that will grow up 
to twenty feet tall. Also, 
the vine of the tomato 
plants will be up 25 feet 
long, if not 30 feet, espe-
cially with the ones that 
are already six feet."

Though planting in gar-
dens and flower beds is 
still a little ways away, 
Long said it'd be here 
soon enough. "We don't 
have snow like we did 
last year at this time, but 
it was warmer. Every time 
my furnaces turn on, it's 
graphed, and you can 
compare it year after year. 
Last year we were not as 
cold at night as we are 
right now. The days warm 
up more, but we are cold-
er at night than last year." 
She invites everyone to 
walk through the pink 
greenhouse door for an 
instant mood boost while 
they wait for the frost to 
disappear.

Those craving playing in the dirt and planting various plants in their gardens and beds can 
get their fix at Twin Acres Greenhouse. The locally-owned business opened a week ahead of 
schedule, kicking off the season on Friday, April 21.

By Serena Lapointe

A yellow and red 
indoor Calynopsis.

A 
gorgeous 
purple 
and pink 
specimen.

Have you ever tried 
Grapefruit Mint?Perfectly purple.

Twin Acres Greenhouse is Twin Acres Greenhouse is 
packed with plants.packed with plants.

Vibrancy on full display.Vibrancy on full display.
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Supporting growth in Whitecourt since 1922,  
we salute our not-for-profit community. 
Millar Western Forest Products Ltd. 
a resourceful company 

Your only LOCAL carrier serving the Community since 1950
Proud supporter of 

our local Organizations
780-778-2226

This page is sponsored by:

5027 - 51 Avenue, Open: Monday to Friday 10am - 4pm 780-396-8777

Offering support services for marginalized individuals
• Outreach worker, laundry and shower facilities 

by appt • Tax program & Bag Lunch Program

Soaring Eagle Support Society

"Serving the community for over 30 years"
The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food  

in order to help families in need. 
Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm

Phone: 780-778-2341

Located within the Carlan Services Community Centre

The Whitecourt Food Bank is operated by the Town of 
Whitecourt Food Bank Coordinator and dependent on 

volunteers to operate.The Food Bank relies on donations 
of cash or food from individuals and organizations. Local 
grocery stores drop off baked goods including bread and 

pastries weekly. Other corporations and schools  
schedule food drives throughout the year.

Open: Mon, Wed, & Fri 11 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Phone: 780-778-2341

Providing timely and 
easily accessible financial 

support for Whitecourt 
patients and their families 

who are dealing with a 
cancer diagnosis.

This can include help with parking costs for hospital visits, living 
expenses and unforeseen medical expenses. Applications can 

be made through the Drs at both Whitecourt Medical Clinics or 
(office hours, can leave a message): Willow McIntyre  

(Community Cancer Navigation Nurse, McLeod River PCN) 
780-779-0079, Kim Nendsa (President of Whitecourt  

Cancer & Wellness Society) 780-778-0932  
wctcancerwellness@gmail.com

**Monthly meetings have been postponed due to COVID-19

WHITECOURT GROUP OF  
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS

All meetings are in person and online (hybrid) 
• Mondays 7:30pm
• Wednesdays 7:30pm

Meetings held at the Family Worship Center  
upstairs.
ZOOM ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude

Weekly grief support group starting February 7 through 
April 25, 2023, Tuesdays, from 6:30pm to 8:30pm., 
at Crossroads Community Church, 4419 44 Avenue, 

Mayerthorpe. $35 for 12 sessions includes your personal 
GriefShare Workbook. Pre-registration is required by calling 

Reverend Ruth Lotholz at 780-786-2695.

 

                                                             
Meetings three times each week 

• Monday       8:00 p.m........ (12 Step Meeting)  
• Wednesday 8:00 p.m...(Open Topic Meeting)  
• Friday          8:00 p.m.............(Big Book Meeting)  

 
Located at the United Church Basement on Legion St. 
(formerly 5201 – 50 Street ) 
More info Contact: (780) 396-8777. Please Leave A 
Message For Our AA member or Contact Addictions 
Helpline @1(866)332-2322  

 

Whitecourt AA Group 

Of Alcoholics Anonymous  
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A last-minute grant 
opportunity at the end 
of 2022 proved to be a 
game changer for the 
Whitecourt Food Bank. 
Through December, the 
provincial government 
matched every financial 
donation made to the 
food bank up to $50,000. 
When the clock struck 
midnight on December 
31, 2022, the Whitecourt 
Food Bank had received 
$49,759 in donations. As 
good as it could get.

"All the companies and 
people that had donated 
enabled this grant to hap-
pen, and they didn't even 
know about it. It's a pret-
ty cool thing between the 
community and the gov-
ernment and how it came 
together. They turned 
$50,000 into $100,000, 
just like that," said Lori 
Coffey, Food Bank Man-
ager.

"That's our busiest 
month for donations, so 
it couldn't have been a 
better month for this to 
happen. When I found 
out that they would be of-
fering this grant and that 
December was the cho-
sen month to match do-
nations, I knew it would 
be good. There's no other 
month we get the same 
amount of donations."

Last week, MLA Mar-
tin Long attended the 
food bank to see what 
was purchased with the 
money. Coffey showed 
him the new sorting ta-
ble they bought and said 
Long was genuinely ex-
cited about it, just as they 
were to show it off. "He 
understood the value of 
having that table and 
what it meant to us. We 
appreciated having him 
here to see it."

The sorting table is like 
a massive counter that 

enables volunteers and 
staff to pack up to ten 
perishable boxes without 
setting up single tables to 
form a space, which they 
did previously. The table 
also has a storage space 
underneath. Before, any 
items stored under the 
tables were on the floor. 
Now, storage is up, off 
the floor.

Coffey said the funding 
also enabled her to hire 
another staff member. 
With extra help in place, 
Coffey focused on grant 
writing and has already 
brought in $66,000. Cof-
fey said she uses grants 
to pay for staffing, rent, 
and necessary upgrades 
like the sorting table and 
bins. "We bought bins 
and totes with this grant 
funding, and it's much 
better for us. It's safer to 
use heavy-duty totes than 

it is to use random box-
es that break down over 
time. It's safer for all of 
us to work."

Coffey also purchased 
rolling carts. Rather 
than move heavy boxes 
around, the rolling carts 
make moving things eas-
ier and safer, saving the 
backs of volunteers. "I 
can't afford to buy these 
things, so this grant en-
abled me to bring it in. 
This grant was enormous 
for us to receive. It has 
boosted the food bank to 
where it needed to be."

Along with a meat pur-
chase, since meat is exor-
bitantly expensive, and a 
food order, Coffey spent 
every cent of the grant on 
the most impactful things 
she could think of. As she 
made the purchases, Cof-
fey said she continually 
thought of the local busi-

nesses and people who 
made it all possible by 
donating funds in Decem-
ber. "We are such a strong 
community. I wondered 
how close I would get to 
the $50,000, and we got 
there. That's this commu-
nity, though. They are so 
supportive in a way that is 
just amazing. Not all food 
banks get the support we 
do here. The community 
of Whitecourt backs us, 
supports us, and makes 
this happen. They ensure 
we can meet the needs 
of people who need our 
help."

Every cent goes to food 
when residents and busi-
nesses donate cash to the 
food bank. The matching 
grant was the first time 
the provincial govern-
ment had offered such a 
program. Coffey said she 
hopes to see it continue. 

"It's getting worse for 
people. The number of 
people we help is increas-
ing. I needed more people 
to handle that and more 
resources." Coffey said 
they give out 250 perish-
able boxes each month. 
Perishable boxes keep 
food waste down by get-
ting it into the hands of 
those who can use it and 
need it. No identification 
is required to grab one, 
and they are given out 
multiple times a week. 
Coffey said on top of 
that, they do around 200 
intakes a month too.

The grants Coffey suc-
ceeded in getting so far 
this year have enabled 
her to provide extra fruits 
and vegetables in ham-
pers. She said grants that 
fund this type of addition 
are not typical, and she 
is happy to have enough 

funding for the fresh 
foods through the end of 
the year. "I want fresh, 
healthy, and good whole-
some hampers."

Those wanting to do-
nate, who are still de-
ciding what to buy, are 
encouraged to grab toi-
letries. Coffey said fam-
ilies with empty food 
cupboards have bare cup-
boards everywhere else 
in the home. She likes to 
provide items that would 
typically run out, such as 
toothpaste, toothbrush-
es, deodorant, shampoo/
conditioner etc., but they 
must be donated. "This 
isn't possible without 
support from the com-
munity. We are humbled 
and grateful for the sup-
port. It's about commu-
nity members helping 
their community, and this 
community rocks at it."

Page sponsored byPage sponsored by

A good shock for the Whitecourt Food Bank as a 
matching grant doubles December’s donations

Rolling 
carts are 
a safer 
alternative 
for 
volunteers 
and staff, 
like Tara.

A late 2022 opportunity flipped the switch for the Whitecourt Food Bank. Every cash donation made in December 
was inflated thanks to a matching grant that took an already huge donation pile and grew it.

By Serena Lapointe

MLA Martin Long and Lori 
Coffey were all smiles standing 
near the new sorting table.
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NEED HELP? CALL ANYTIME! 
(24-7)

Mental Health Helpline 1-877-303-2642
Addiction Helpline 1-866-332-2322 

Health Link 811

TOWN OF WHITECOURT – PUBLIC NOTICE
LOAN BYLAW 1569 

Public Notice is hereby given pursuant to Sections 606 and 265(3) of the Municipal 
Government Act, RSA 2000, Chapter M.26 of proposed Loan Bylaw 1569, respecting 
the loan of $19,000 at a rate of 0% for a period of 10 years, to Tennille’s Hope 
Kommunity Kitchen Society for the purposes of upgrading the community kitchen facility.

The proposed bylaw was given fi rst reading at the Council meeting held on April 
11, 2023.  A copy of the proposed bylaw is available for inspection at the Town 
Administration building located at 5004 52 Avenue, Whitecourt Alberta T7S 1N6.  

Anyone wishing to fi le a petition regarding the proposed bylaw must do so in compliance 
with the requirements contained in Sections 222 to 226 of the Municipal Government 
Act, RSA 2000 which includes, but is not limited to the following:

A petition must be fi led with the Chief Administrative Offi cer of the Town of 
Whitecourt within 15 days after the last date on which the bylaw is advertised;

Only electors of the Town of Whitecourt are eligible to be petitioners;

The petition must be signed by the electors of the Town of Whitecourt equal in 
number to at least 10% (ten percent) of the population.

Each page of the petition must contain an identical statement of the purpose of the 
petition, the petitioner’s printed surname, given name and signature, the street address 
of the petitioner or the legal description of the land on which the petitioner lives, and the 
date on which the petitioner signs the petition.  An adult witness to the signature of each 
petitioner must sign opposite the petitioner’s signature stating that to the best of the 
person’s knowledge the signatures witnessed are those of a petitioner who is entitled 
to sign the petition.  All affi davits must be attached to the petition.  The petition should 
also attach a signed statement of a person who states to be the representative of the 
petitioners and whom the municipality may direct inquires about the petition.

Any questions or comments should be directed to Judy Barney, Director of Corporate 
Services, Whitecourt Alberta T7S 1N6, Phone: 780-778-2273 Fax: 780-778-4166

Last date of publication of the notice will be Tuesday, April 25, 2023.

VITALIZATION GRANT PROGRAM
The Vitalization Grant Program offers businesses located in the downtown core and along 
the Highway 43 corridor up to $10,000 to enhance the exterior facade of their business 
or property to meet the Town’s architectural theme of stone and wood. The stone and 
wood theme has been incorporated in Land Use Bylaw 1506 and is now an integral part 
of renovations. This grant helps us to build a vibrant and beautiful community for both 
residents and visitors alike. 
 
Information and application forms can be obtained from www.whitecourt.ca.

Applications will be accepted until 4:30 PM on Wednesday May 17, 2023, at the following 
location:

Town of Whitecourt - Planning & Development Department
Re: Vitalization Grant Program
5004 52nd Avenue, Box 509
Whitecourt, AB T7S 1N6
Ph: 780-778-2273
Fax: 780-778-2062
planning@whitecourt.ca

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY OF PREMIUM LUBRICANTS!

780-778-3239  |  energyagsales@pwcoop.ca

FEBRUARY 13 - APRIL 30, 2023 

The Whitecourt 
Air Cadets and 
parent volunteers 
cleared the Lion's 
Campground on 
Saturday morning. 
The Whitecourt Lions 
Club is the air cadet 
squadron's main 
sponsor, and in return 
for that support, 
cadets volunteer 
their time to prep 
the popular in-town 
hot spot before it 
officially opens the 
gates to campers. 
Volunteerism is a 
big part of the cadet 
program. Youth aged 
12-18 can join for free 
and learn numerous 
life skills. The zero 
cost of the program 
makes having 
generous sponsors, 
like the Whitecourt 
Lions Club, all the 
more critical. During 
Saturday's work 
bee, cadets used 
teamwork and a lot of 
elbow grease to get 
the job done. They 
helped move picnic 
tables to all the sites 
and stacked a large 
mound of freshly 
cut firewood. They 
also raked areas and 
helped clean things 
up. When the work 
was done, volunteers 
had a barbeque 
together.
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An outside practice on Saturday afternoon.

NOTICE OF DECISION NOTICE OF DECISION 

A decision has been made regarding the following development permit application:

Any person affected by this decision may appeal to the Secretary of the Development Appeal Board 
by forwarding a written appeal along with a $500.00 fee, to the address listed below, prior to 4:30 p.m., May 
10, 2023.

Information regarding this application  may be obtained by inquiring at the address noted.

Attention:   Peter McKay, Development Officer
 Woodlands County
 Box 60, #1 Woodlands Lane, Whitecourt  AB  T7S 1N3
Telephone:   780-778-8400
Toll-Free:    1-888-870-6315

The Municipal Planning Commission will be making a decision on the following development permit application as per the Woodlands County Land Use Bylaw, at their regular meeting on Wednesday, May 3, 2023 at 5:00 
p.m. at the Whitecourt Municipal Office, downstairs.

Section 19 of the Woodlands County Land Use Bylaw provides opportunity for any person who may have comments on the proposed development to deliver to the Development Officer, a written statement of their concerns 
indicating: their full name and address and the reasons for their comments to the proposed use. 

If you have any comment or concern regarding this proposal you may provide a written statement via email to peter.mckay@woodlands.ab.ca prior to 4:30 p.m., May 2, 2023 or you may attend the meeting to voice any 
comments.

Comments received will be taken into consideration by the Municipal Planning Commission.

DISCRETIONARY USE DISCRETIONARY USE 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT APPLICATIONDEVELOPMENT PERMIT APPLICATION

Information regarding this application may be obtained by inquiring prior to 4:30 pm, May 2, 2023.

Attention: Peter McKay, Development Officer
 peter.mckay@woodlands.ab.ca

 Woodlands County
 Box 60, #1 Woodlands Lane, Whitecourt  AB  T7S 1N3
 Telephone:     780-778-8400
 Toll-Free:    1-888-870-6315

LEGAL  DESCRIPTION DEVELOPMENT PERMIT APPLICATION NUMBER PROPOSAL

PT. SW 24-58-12-W5M 15-013-2023 Garden Suite: change of occupancy

DEVELOPMENT PERMIT 
APPLICATION LOCATION PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT DECISION DATE OF DECISION

15-010-2023 PT. NE 5-59-11-W5M
Lot 1 Block 1, Plan 042-6181 Garden Suite APPROVED with conditions 19-Apr-23

You’re A Good Man, Charlie Brown

If you are a fan of the 
Peanuts comic strip, the 
Pumpjack Players have 
a treat in store for you. 
This year's youth pro-
duction, You're A Good 
Man, Charlie Brown, is 
a play centred around 
the beloved comic and 
features all the favourite 
characters. Tara Bartsch 
and Billie-Jo House have 
co-directed the youth pro-
ductions since 2017. Af-
ter years of waiting, both 
are eager to get the play 
onto the stage. "It was 
originally supposed to run 
three years ago. We were 
a month and a half from 
show dates when COVID 

hit. So, it got cancelled," 
explained Bartsch.

After three years of 
waiting, most of the origi-
nal cast did not return, but 
thankfully, a new group 
of kids stepped up to the 
task. "We are back with a  
90 percent brand new cast 
and ten percent remain-
ing cast. A couple of our 
leads were replaced this 
time, but we still had a 
core group from the orig-
inal cast."

Bartsch said the group 
had to repurchase the 
script rights to the play as 
the timeline from the first 
purchase had expired. 
"Luckily, we had already 
bought most of the cos-

tumes like Snoopy, and 
we had the dog house 
already built, so many 
props were already built 
and ready to go. That 
saved us."

She said the children 
are doing very well. 
"The kids are off script, 
and we are all good to 
go. We are just trying to 
fine-tune everything, get 
tech ready, and decorate 
the set. Everything else 
is pretty much finished." 
The kids learned twen-
ty-two songs for the play, 
which Bartsch said is 
much more complicated 
than a non-musical pro-
duction. "It's extremely 
difficult because it's dif-

ferent characters learning 
different songs. It's hard 
to sing songs, act and do 
choreography, but they've 
done amazing. We also 
have choir this year."

The choir was a new 
thing added to the play by 
Pumpjack Players after so 
many children tried out. 
"We didn't want to turn 
any kids away. The play 
only calls for six kids, but 
we wanted to include as 
many as possible. These 
kids needed somewhere 
to go and something to be 
part of," said Bartsch.

She said watching the 
kids grow and learn and 
realize how amazing they 
are is always a beautiful 

part of the process. "Kids 
think they can't do any-
thing. When you start the 
show, they say, I can't do 
this. When they realize 
that they can do it, it's 
pretty amazing. They've 
worked so hard. These 
kids were off-book for at 
least three weeks before 
we asked them to be off-
book. They know their 
lines, and they know lines 
that aren't even theirs. 
Charlie Brown couldn't 
make it yesterday, and 
they knew all his lines and 
songs. They are ready."

You're A Good Man, 
Charlie Brown features 
all the familiar faces 
comic fans love. "You'll 

see everyone you know: 
Charlie Brown, Lucy, 
Sally, and the Woodstock 
birds. We've added extra 
birds to the play to make 
it even more adorable. We 
also have the background 
characters, Shermy and 
Pig-Pen, that you'll hope-
fully recognize, and 
more," said Bartsch.

Ten-year-old Blaise 
Crossland is in his 
first-ever Pumpjack Play-
ers production and said he 
is excited for the curtains 
to open on May 6 and 
May 7. "I think I'm more 
excited than nervous. A 
part of me is nervous, but 

continued on page 11

By Serena Lapointe

The Pumpjack Players youth production is coming up soon. Based on the popular Peanuts comic strip created by Charles M. Schulz, which 
first hit newspapers in October 1950. The play features 28 area children eager to showcase their hard work to the public and a beautiful, 
hand-drawn backdrop sure to wow.

The Charlie Brown cast 
is excited to showcase 
their talents!

Kristy guiding the cast through song numbers.
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Tri-Logging 
is against 
bullying

Putting a face 
on suicide

Every 40 seconds somewhere around 
the world someone dies by suicide, that’s 
99 people every 66 minutes. Every day, 
that’s almost 100 people in the United 

States alone, and over 2160 worldwide. 
Putting a Face on Suicide (PAFOS) is a 
suicide awareness project that creates 

posters and videos to pay tribute to those 
we have lost to suicide with dignity and 
respect. PAFOS humanizes the daunting 
statistics; lovingly replacing numbers 

with faces.

Have you been bullied, and want to share your story? 
Email wctpress@telus.net All submissions remain confidential 

If your life is in danger or you know someone’s life is in danger  
DIAL EMERGENCY NOW 911!

If you are experiencing suicidal thoughts, 
you need to know that you’re not alone. You 
can also call if you are not in crisis, seeking 

additional information. The new Canada 
Suicide Prevention Service (CSPS), by Crisis 

Services Canada, enables callers anywhere in 

Canada to access crisis support by phone, in 
French or English: toll-free 1-833-456-4566 

Available 24/7
Crisis Text Line (Powered by Kids Help 

Phone) Canada Wide free, 24/7 texting service 
is accessible immediately to youth anywhere 

in Canada by texting TALK to 686868 to reach 
an English speaking Crisis Responder and 

TEXTO to 686868 to reach a French-speaking 
Crisis Responder on any text/ 

SMS enabled cell phone.
KidsHelpPhone Ages 20 Years and Under 

in Canada 1-800-668-6868 (Online or on 
the Phone). First Nations and Inuit Hope for 
Wellness 24/7 Help Line 1-855-242-3310

Canadian Indian Residential Schools Crisis 
Line 1-866-925-4419

Trans LifeLine – All Ages 1-877-330-6366
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Auctions
MEIER ODD AND UNUSUAL 
LIVESTOCK AUCTION., Sat-
urday, May 6, 10am, 4740 - 57 
Street, Wetaskiwin, AB. Sell-
ing Chickens, Ducks, Geese, 
Peacocks, Sheep, Goats, Pigs, 
Horses, Cattle and more. Con-
sign Now! 780-440-1860.

Employment Wanted
BLANKET THE PROVINCE 
with a classified ad. Only 
$269/wk (based on 25 
words or less). Reach almost 
90  weekly newspapers. Call 
NOW for details. 1-800-282-
6903 Ext 225; www.awna.
com. 

Feed and Seed
CERTIFIED SEED.   - WHEAT 
– AAC Goodwin, Go Early, 
Pintail. OATS - AC Juniper, AC 
Morgan, AC Mustang, Derby, 
CDC SO1 Super Oat. BARLEY 
– AB. Standswell, Cerveza, 
CDC Austenson, CDC Mav-
erick, Sundre. Very Early Yel-
low Pea, Forage Peas. Polish 
Canola, Spring Triticale. mas-
tinseeds.com; 403-556-2609.

ALBERTA FEED GRAIN: 
Buying Oats, Barley, Wheat, 
Canola, Peas, Screenings, 
Mixed Grains. Dry, Wet, Heat-
ed, or Spring Thresh. Prompt 
Payment. In House Trucks, In 

House Excreta Cleaning. Vac 
Rental. 1-888-483-8789.

WE BUY DAMAGED GRAIN 
- Heated, Mixed, Tough, Light, 
Bugs, Spring Thrashed....
Barley, Wheat, Oats, Peas, 
Flax, Canola. "On Farm Pick-
up". Westcan Feed & Grain 
1-877-250-5252.

FORAGE SEED FOR SALE: 
Organic & conventional: 
Sweet Clover, Alfalfa, Red 
Clover, Smooth Brome, Mead-
ow Brome, Crested Wheat-
grass, Timothy, etc. Star City, 
SK. Birch Rose Acres Ltd. 
306-921-9942.

For Sale
WHITE SPRUCE TREES: 5’ av-
erage $50. Installation ONLY 
$19. Includes: hole augered, 
Wurzel Dip enzyme injection, 
bark mulch application, stak-
ing. Minimum order 25. One-
time fuel charge: $125-175. 
Crystal Springs. 403-820-
0961. Quality guaranteed.

Health
HIP/KNEE REPLACEMENT. 
Other medical conditions 
causing TROUBLE WALKING 
or DRESSING? The Disability 
Tax Credit allows for $3,000 
yearly tax credit and $30,000 
lump sum refund. Take advan-
tage of this offer. Apply NOW; 

quickest refund Nationwide: 
Expert help. 1-844-453-5372.

Miscellaneous
GET YOUR MESSAGE SEEN 
ACROSS Alberta. The Blanket 
Classifieds or Value Ads reach 
over 600,000 Alberta readers 
weekly. Two options starting 
at $269 or $995 to get your 
message out! Business chang-
es, hiring, items for sale, can-
cellations, tenders, etc. People 
are increasingly staying home 
and rely on their local news-
papers for information. KEEP 
people in the loop with our 90 
Weekly Community Newspa-
pers. Call THIS NEWSPAPER 
now or email classifieds@
awna.com for details. 1-800-
282-6903, 780-434-8746 
X225. www.awna.com.

Services
CRIMINAL RECORD? Why 
suffer employment/licensing 
loss? Travel/business oppor-
tunities? Be embarrassed? 
Think: Criminal Pardon. US en-
try waiver. Record purge. File 
destruction. Free consulta-
tion. 1-800-347-2540. www.
accesslegalmjf.com.

PRIVATE MORTGAGE LEND-
ER. All real estate types con-
sidered. No credit checks 
done. Deal direct with lender 
and get quick approval. Toll 

Odds of a child becoming 
a top fashion designer: 1 in 7,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed
with autism: 1 in 110

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autisms peaks.org

Some signs to look for:

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

© 2010 Autism Speaks Inc. “Autism Speaks” and “It’s Time To Listen” & design are trademarks owned by Autism Speaks Inc. All rights reserved.

Wed., April 26
Cloudy with showers

60%
13ºC
1ºC

SW 20 km/h
1-3mm

Fri., April 28
Mainly sunny

20%
14ºC
0ºC

W 6 km/h
-

 Sat., April 29
Sunny
30%
15ºC
0ºC

SE 10 km/h
-

Thu., April 27
Mix of sun and clouds

30%
12ºC
0ºC

NW 25 km/h
-

Tue., April 25
Light rain

70%
9ºC
1ºC

NW 23 km/h
1-3mm

Letter to the Editor policy
The Press welcomes readers to write letters to the 
Editor. A maximum of 300 words is preferred but not 
necessary. Letters must carry a first name or two 
initials with surname and include an address and 
daytime telephone number. All letters are subject to 
editing. Please email letters to wctpress@telus.net.

free 1-866-405-1228 www.
firstandsecondmortgages.ca.

Wanted
BUYING LARGE AMOUNTS 
OF COINS & COIN COLLEC-
TIONS! Purchasing ENTIRE 
COLLECTIONS & accumula-
tions. Also buying bullion, jew-
elry, scrap, nuggets, sterling, 

gold, silver, platinum, es-
tate collections  +++ TODD 
250-864-3521.

WANTED OLD ADVERTIS-
ING: Dealership signs, service 
station, gas pumps, globes, oil 
cans, Red Indian, White Rose, 
Buffalo, Husky, Ford, GM, 
Dodge, Tire signs, Coke, Pepsi, 
etc. Call 306-221-5908.

Dollar Values as of April 25, 2023

One Canadian Dollar = 0.73 US Dollar
at an exchange rate of 0.7311  (using nominal rate).

Money Matters

Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858

A locally owned and family operated 
newspaper serving Whitecourt

& &

The Press is printed on high quality newsprint using 
vegetable based ink. We encourage you to share, save, 

reuse, rehash & recycle.

Published every Tuesday

The PressThe Press
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Eagle River Casino & Travel Plaza Now 
Hiring Casino Shift Manager NOC 62022 

Responsibilities:  

• Co-ordinate, assign and review the work of casino workers 
• Establish work schedules and procedures and co-ordinate activities with other work units or departments 
• Resolve work-related problems and prepare and submit progress and other reports 
• Hire and train staff in job duties, safety procedures, and company policies 
• Requisition of supplies and materials 
• Ensure smooth operation of computer systems, equipment, and machinery, and arrange for maintenance 

and repair work 
• May perform the same duties as workers supervised 
• Perform the same duties as workers supervised 
• Assist clients/guests with special needs 
• Co-ordinate, assign and review work 
• Ensure smooth operation of computer systems, equipment, and machinery, and arrange for maintenance 

and repair work 
• Establish work schedules and procedures and co-ordinate activities with other work units or departments 
• Hire and train staff in job duties, safety procedures, and company policies 
• Requisition materials and supplies 
• Resolve work-related problems and prepare and submit progress and other reports.

QQuuaalliiffiiccaattiioonnss::  
• Completion of secondary school is usually required. 
• Completion of college courses related to the area supervised may be required. 
• Experience in the occupation supervised is usually required. 
• AGLC casino gaming license will be required. 
• Must be able complete Smart training courses 
• AML certificate  

 
EExxppeerriieennccee:: 3 – 5 years. 
EEdduuccaattiioonn:: Completion of secondary school is required, casino gaming license. 
TTeerrmmss  ooff  EEmmppllooyymmeenntt: Permanent full-time 44-hour work week. 
LLaanngguuaaggee:: English 
EEmmppllooyymmeenntt  CCoonnddiittiioonnss: Shift work, Day, Evenings, Weekends, Holidays, Nights. 
WWaaggee:: $23.08 per hour. 
BBeenneeffiittss  PPaacckkaaggee:: Vision, Dental, and Health after a 90-day probation period. 
LLooccaattiioonn: Twp.Rd.602A, Hwy 32 North, Whitecourt, AB Canada. 
AAddddrreessss::  EEaaggllee  RRiivveerr  CCaassiinnoo  &&  TTrraavveell  PPllaazzaa P.O Box 10 Whitecourt, Alberta Canada T7S-1N3. 
CCoonnttaacctt:: 780-779-2727 or Fax 780-706-7451 
VViissiitt  oouurr  WWeebbssiittee: www.eaglerivercasino.ca 
HHooww  ttoo  AAppppllyy:: Send resume to HR@eaglerivercasino.ca, mail or fax. 

 

Shift Incentive for Overnights

If you enjoy a fast-paced, progressive work environment and 
you have a passion for serving the local community- then this 
may be the opportunity for you! We believe that our values of 
diversity, collaboration, innovation and mutual respect bring 
out the best in our team, and we are currently looking to fi ll the 
following positions:

• Job#: 23-017, Manager of Utilities, Permanent, Full-
time Position.

• Job#: 23-018, Arena Operator I, Permanent, Full-
time Position. 

• Job#: 23-019, Recreation Coordinator, Permanent, 
Full-time Position.

• Job#: 23-020, Custodian, Casual Position.
• Job#: 23-021, Lifeguard and/or Instructor, Casual 

Position.
• Job#: 23-022 & 23-023, Childmind Attendant and 

Facility Monitor/Program Leader, Casual Positions.

Please visit www.whitecourt.ca for all employment opportunities 
and details on how to apply.

Please visit www.whitecourt.ca for all 
employment opportunities and details 
on how to apply.

 

 

 Eagle River Casino & Travel Plaza  
Now Hiring Cashiers NOC 65100 

Responsibilities:  

• Greet customers 
• Receive and process payments by cash, 

cheque, credit card, or automatic debit 
• Provide information to customers 
• Calculate foreign currency exchange 
• Calculate total payments received at end of 

work shift and reconcile with total sales 
• Verify the age of customers when selling 

lottery tickets, alcohol or tobacco products 
• Operate cash register 
• Process money, cheques, and credit/debit 

card payments 

• Scan Items 
• Tabulate total payment for goods or services 

required 
• Receive payment for goods or services 
• Calculate daily/shift payments received and 

reconcile them with total sales 
• Suggestive selling 
• Provide excellent customer service 
• Assist customers with self-service items 
• Participate in promotional activities 

 
QQuuaalliiffiiccaattiioonnss::  

• Some secondary school education is usually required. High school graduation may be required by some 
employers. 

• Eligibility for bonding may be required. 
• A casino gaming license may be required for cashiers working in gambling casinos. 
• Must be able to complete Smart training courses 
• Must be able to complete AML 

  
EExxppeerriieennccee:: 2 – 3 years, or we will train. 
EEdduuccaattiioonn:: Some post-secondary, high school may require. 
TTeerrmmss  ooff  EEmmppllooyymmeenntt: Permanent full-time 40-hour work week. 
LLaanngguuaaggee:: English 
EEmmppllooyymmeenntt  CCoonnddiittiioonnss: Shift work, Day, Evenings, Weekends, Holidays, Nights. 
WWaaggee:: $15.00 per hour. 
BBeenneeffiittss  PPaacckkaaggee:: Vision, Dental, Health after 90-day probation period. 
LLooccaattiioonn: Twp.Rd.602A, Hwy 32 North, Whitecourt, AB Canada. 
AAddddrreessss:: Eagle River Casino & Travel Plaza P.O Box 10 Whitecourt, Alberta Canada T7S-1N3 
CCoonnttaacctt:: 780-779-2727 or Fax 780-706-7451 
VViissiitt  oouurr  WWeebbssiittee: www.eaglerivercasino.ca 
HHooww  ttoo  AAppppllyy:: Send resume to HR@eaglerivercasino.ca, mail or fax 

 

Just as the sun set on Wednesday last 
week, the thinning ice on Rotary Pond gave 
a beautiful illusion from shore. Standing on 
the far side, looking over at the pavilion, the 
bright blue sky reflecting on the outer ring of 
melting ice made the pond pop out from the 
landscape. Dotted ice in the center added to 
the intriguing view.
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Eagle River Casino & Travel Plaza
Now Hiring Executive Chef NOC 6321

 

 

 Eagle River Casino & Travel Plaza 
Now Hiring Security Guard Supervisor NOC 62029 

Responsibilities:  

• Co-ordinate, assign and review the work of 
security guards and other service workers 
not elsewhere classified 

• Establish work schedules and procedures 
and co-ordinate activities with other work 
units or departments 

• Resolve work-related problems and prepare 
and submit progress and other reports 

• Hire and train staff in job duties, safety 
procedures, and company policies 

• Requisition of supplies and materials 
• Ensure smooth operation of computer 

systems, equipment, and machinery, and 
arrange for maintenance and repair work 

• Monitor quality and production levels 
• May perform the same duties as workers 

supervised. 
• Arrange for maintenance and repair work 
• Assist clients/guests with special needs 

• Co-ordinate activities with other work units 
or departments 

• Ensure smooth operation of computer 
equipment and machinery 

• Establish work schedules and procedures 
• Handle emergency situations 
• Monitor quality and production levels 
• Prepare and submit progress and other 

reports 
• Requisition or order materials, equipment, 

and supplies 
• Resolve work-related problems 
• Supervise the operation of mechanical 

equipment and machinery 
• Supervise, co-ordinate and schedule (and 

possibly review) activities of workers 
• Train staff/workers in job duties, safety 

procedures, and company policies.

QQuuaalliiffiiccaattiioonnss::  
• Completion of college courses related to the area supervised may be required. 
• Experience in the occupation supervised is usually required. 
• Certification or licensing AGLC. 
• Must be able to complete Smart training course 
• Must have a valid driver’s license class 5 
• Must be able to complete AML. 

 
 

EExxppeerriieennccee:: 2 – 3 years. 
EEdduuccaattiioonn:: Completion of secondary school an asset. 
TTeerrmmss  ooff  EEmmppllooyymmeenntt: Permanent full-time 44-hour work week. 
LLaanngguuaaggee:: English 
EEmmppllooyymmeenntt  CCoonnddiittiioonnss: Shift work, Day, Evenings, Weekends, Holidays, Nights. 
WWaaggee:: $20.77 per hour.  
BBeenneeffiittss  PPaacckkaaggee:: Vision, Dental, Health after 90-day probation period. 
LLooccaattiioonn: Twp.Rd.602A, Hwy 32 North, Whitecourt, AB Canada. 
AAddddrreessss::  EEaaggllee  RRiivveerr  CCaassiinnoo  &&  TTrraavveell  PPllaazzaa P.O Box 10 Whitecourt, Alberta Canada T7S-1N3    
CCoonnttaacctt:: 780-779-2727 or Fax 780-706-7451  
VViissiitt  oouurr  WWeebbssiittee: www.eaglerivercasino.ca    
HHooww  ttoo  AAppppllyy:: Send resume to HR@eaglerivercasino.ca, mail or fax 

RCMP
ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE

Whitecourt Investi-
gating Break and Enter 
and Flight from Police

On April 1, 2023, at 9 
a.m., Whitecourt RCMP 
responded to a possible 
break and en-ter at a hotel 
room on Caxton Street in 
Whitecourt. Upon arriv-
al, it was learned that the 
suspects had left the area 
in a White Ford F250. 
Patrols of the area were 
made and the vehicle 
was later located stuck 
in a field, where the oc-
cupants were observed 
fleeing into a wooded 
area. With assistance 
from RCMP ERT (Emer-
gency Response Team), 
PDS (Police Dog Ser-
vices), RCMP Air Ser-
vice, and members from 
both the Whitecourt and 
Mayerthorpe RCMP de-
tachments, the two sus-
pects were located and 
arrested. As a result of 
the investigation, RCMP 
have charged:

Dallas Lee Loney (38), 
a resident of Edmon-
ton, Alta. with thirteen 
counts including:
• Break and enter
• Possession of stolen 

property (X2)
• Possession of a Fire-

arm when Prohibited
• Possession of ammu-

nition when Prohibited
• Damage to property 

over $5000.00
• And numerous traffic 

offences.
After a Judicial hear-

ing, Loney was remand-
ed into custody With his 
next court date set for 
April 25, 2023, at White-
court Court of Justice.

Terah Danille Wright 
(32), a resident  of St. 
Albert, Alta. with:
• Break and enter
• Possession of stolen 

property (X2)
• Possession of ammu-

nition when prohibited
• Possession of break in 

tools.
After a Judicial hear-

ing, Wright was released 
from custody with her 
next court appear-ance 
set for April 25, 2023, 
at Whitecourt Court of 
Justice.

Anyone with informa-
tion about this incident 
are asked to contact the 
Whitecour RCMP at 
780-779-5900or your 
local police. If you wish 
to remain anonymous, 
you can con-tact Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477 (TIPS), online at 
www.P3Tips.com or by 
using the “P3 Tips” app 
available through the 
Apple App or Google 
Play Store. To report 
crime online, or for ac-
cess to RCMP news and 
information, download 
the Alberta RCMP app 
through Apple or Google 
Play.

I'm very excited."
When asked if he had a 

favourite song out of the 
twenty-two listed, Cross-
land said he wasn't sure. 
"I don't think I have a fa-
vourite song, but You're 
A Good Man Charlie 
Brown is a really fun one 
because everyone is in it 
together." Crossland said 
making new friends was 
one of his favourite parts 
of the experience. "In the 
first few practices, we all 
had already become su-
per close. Meeting all the 
new people is a really fun 
part."

As the main Woodstock 
character, Crossland said 
he hopes lots of people 
buy tickets to come and 
see the play. "The play 
would be really fun to go 
to. We all know Charlie 
Brown. If someone said 
they didn't know if they 
should come to the play, 
I would say they should 
consider coming because 
it's fun. I think everyone 
should come."

Bartsch said an extra 
special addition would 
be at the cash-only con-
cession. "There will be 
Charlie Brown-themed 
candies and popcorn. 
We hope people like 
it." You're a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown will run on 
Saturday, May 6, at 7:00 
pm and Sunday, May 7, at 
2:00 pm. Tickets are only 
$15 and are available at 
the Whitecourt Public Li-
brary. "We would really 
like to see this play sell 
out because the kids have 
worked hard, and they de-
serve to see that happen," 
said Bartsch.

continued from page 7

Blaise Crossland is 
pumped for opening 
day.
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Sales & Service Directory

Thank you to all those loving 
families who've adopted the 

pets at the Whitecourt Vet Clinic. 

Whitecourt Veterinary 
Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave

Call Des: 780-779-8546

• Licensed Journeyman Mechanic
• Serving Whitecourt and surrounding 

area for more than 12 years
• Body, Chassis & Electrical 

Diagnostics
• Shop Rate $90.00/hr. 

https://www.furnitureden.ca
4807 - 50 Avenue Whitecourt, AB 

We're there 
where you need 

us most!

Providing Traffic 
Control and Piloting

Road Monitoring 
& Radar Services

Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties

780-865-5815

• Traffic Control 
Personnel

• Provide service for 
emergency lane or road 

closures
• Construction 
zzone set ups

DEBT PROBLEMS??? 
780-424-9944

FREE Consultation
www.DEBTFREE.ca

A.C. Waring 
& Associates Inc. 

 Licensed Insolvency Trustee 
Trustee in Bankruptcy

Foreclosure Fear?
Wage Garnishment?

Call Us.  Talk to Us.  We can help you NOW.

Bank Loan Recalled?
Mortgage/Rent Arrears?

MICHAEL EPP 
Partner

CPA, CA, CMA

TERRY ST. LAURENT
Partner

 CPA, CGA, CA

AMANDA LIND
Associate
CPA, CA

METRIXGROUP.CA

Fox Creek/Whitecourt/La Crete
T: 780-778-3091 T: 780-928-9525

Edmonton
T: 780-489-9606

Toll Free: 1-877-489-9606

Lloydminster
T: 780-875-7433

Evansburg
T: 780-727-2017

Fort Saskatchewan
T: 780-992-0266

Accounting Tax Estates and Trusts Consulting Audit and
Review Engagements

Contract
Controllership

4927 – 51st Avenue, PO Box 328, Whitecourt, AB T7S 1N5

Amanda Lind, CPA, CA will be in the Fox Creek office (20 Commercial Court) 
every Wednesday. To set up an appointment please contact our Whitecourt office.

KOSTYK ROOFINGTop Quality 
Since 1999

 Call or text 
780-778-8713 

WCB & Liability Insurance

Ask about superior roof products that we can 
o�er for a long lasting roof and curb appeal

“It’s the small things that count” Quality 
before Quantity. Call for a free estimate


