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FREE TAKE ONE! COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

Woodlands 
County Council 
took a deep dive 
into their Public 
Participation 
Policy recently. 
The group 
discussed the 
importance 
of increasing 
two-way 
communication 
with ratepayers. 
Councillor 
Kuelken made 
the initial 
motion to bring 
the policy 
forward for 
discussion.

advantage (Whitecourt)

Patrick Carew
780-778-0053
pdcarew@telus.net
5114-50 Street, Whitecourt AB 780-778-6678
Each o�ce independently owned and operated

Just a phone call 
away from your 

home buying and 
selling needs.

Summer, or construc-
tion season, as it is loving-
ly referred to in Alberta, 
is upon the municipality. 
The Town of Whitecourt 
recently revealed the 
10,790 square metres of 
pavement structure reha-
bilitation they would per-
form at six key commu-
nity locations as per the 
2023 Street Improvement 
Program.

Two schedules of work 
were provided. Schedule 
“A” is the overlay work 
that will take place at 
areas where there was a 
water main break or un-
derground service repairs 
causing damage to the 
pavement and at the six 
identified locations: 55 

Avenue & Dahl Drive/
Mink Creek Road, 48 
Street (from 56 Avenue 
to 57 Avenue), the Nylan 
Crescent Cul de Sac, 56 
Avenue (from 47A Street 
to 48 Street), 51 Avenue 
(from 47 Street to 48 
Street), and the 38 Ave-
nue & Kepler Street in-
tersection.

Schedule “B” works 
with concrete, such as 
drainage improvements 
and repairing areas where 
concrete infrastructure 
has deteriorated. Drain-
age-specific work in-
cludes reconfiguring ex-
isting curbs and gutters, 
sidewalks, and swales. 
Schedule “B” also in-
cludes sidewalk enhance-
ments in areas where 

sidewalks are failing 
and need special atten-
tion. The final piece is 
driveway enhancement, 
replacing a straight-face 
sidewalk with a roll-face 
sidewalk so residents can 
access their driveways.

Schedules “A” and “B” 
comprise the 2023 Street 
Improvement Program. 
Five bids were received 
through the tender pro-
cess, and Whitecourt 
Town Council recently 
awarded E-Construction 
with the contract, total-
ling $596,192.49 plus 
GST. Council also au-
thorized any additional 
work required, if needed, 
provided the cost stayed 

Woodlands County’s 
Public Participation Pol-
icy was up for discussion 
at a recent Governance 
and Priorities Commit-
tee meeting. The policy 
aims to promote public 
participation and create 

open, two-way commu-
nication.

It outlines the need for 
enhanced transparency 
in the governing process 
of Woodlands Coun-
ty so that residents are 
informed of decisions 
made by Council and ad-

ministrative actions that 
could affect their prop-
erty, business, or per-
son. It also outlines the 
distribution of informa-
tion and the receival of 
feedback from ratepay-

By Serena Lapointe

By Serena Lapointe

continued on page 2

continued on page 3

Upping the communication & 
engagement game between 

Woodlands County and its residents

A large chunk of Nylan Cres is due for work this year.

Major street improvements 
coming to six areas, including 

Nylan Cr. Cul-de-Sac
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RURAL HEALTH WEEK
MAY 29 – JUNE 2, 2023

Whitecourt Town Council encourages the citizens of Whitecourt to recognize May 29 – 
June 2, 2023 as Rural Health Week.  Rural health providers are powerful assets in our 
communities, using their health care skills and practices to enhance the community’s 
quality of life on a more personal level, creating special relationships with their patients 
and community as family, friends, neighbours, volunteers, teachers, and mentors.  
Rural Health Week gives us all an opportunity to say thank you both to our health care 
providers; and to the many local volunteers, who go above and beyond to support health 
care and health care providers in the community. 

NOTICE OF DECISION
The following decisions were made by the Municipal Planning Commission:

Application 23-052: 4703 52 Avenue – Variance to remove the requirement for off-street 
parking – Approved with conditions.

Date of Decision: May 25, 2023 Appeal Closes at 4:00pm: June 15, 2023

An Appeal of the above decision(s) may be made by submitting a written appeal and 
appeal fee ($300) to the Offi ce of the Secretary of the Subdivision and Development 
Appeal Board, Town of Whitecourt Administration Building, Box 509, Whitecourt, Alberta, 
T7S 1N6 prior to 4:00pm on the above noted date.  Any person(s) affected by the said 
proposal(s), has the right to appeal prior to the above date.

NEED HELP?  
CALL ANYTIME! (24-7)

Mental Health Helpline 1-877-303-2642
Addiction Helpline 1-866-332-2322 

Health Link 811

within the available bud-
get for the yearly pro-
gram, which is $757,759.

CAO Peter Smyl ex-
plained that Whitecourt 
had received a good re-
sponse on tenders and 
bids over the last fifteen 
years, with competitive 
pricing regularly acquired 
through the process. He 
said it was likely due to 
the timing of the propos-
als being put out. “We get 
them in early and seem to 
always get good prices,” 
commented Smyl.

Juan Grande, Infra-
structure Services Man-
ager for the Town of 
Whitecourt, said this 
year’s Overlay Program 
focused on the downtown 
area, with only one place 
receiving significant 
work uptown. “Our pave-
ment management sys-
tem actually identifies the 
locations. In springtime, 
we do a walkthrough of 
those locations, and that’s 
when we actually put to-
gether the program and 
tender it out. This year, 
once again, we’ve re-
ceived competitive pric-
ing. We can see that three 
of those bids are within a 
fairly close margin. It’s 
fairly typical of the pro-
cess that we follow.” The 
three closest bids were 

Knelsen Sand & Gravel 
for $669,095.40, Border 
Paving for $640,829.10 
and E-Construction for 
$596,192.49.  

Deputy Mayor Braden 
Lanctot asked how much 
variation Administration 
saw between the tendered 
amount and the budget 
set aside for the program 
each year. “Is there much 
variation, or do we pay 
the tendered amount?” 
Smyl explained that the 
cost is based on quantity. 
“We do our best to get es-
timates. Juan and Kamruz 
(Zaman, Director of Infra-
structure Services) may 
expand the program de-
pending on situations that 
they find out in the spring 
after the thawing season 
happens, and maybe ad-
ditional work is required, 
but the amount tendered 
is the amount we pay per 
unit. That’s how we break 
it up. That’s why we are 
recommending working 
within the budget to the 
maximum of the budget, 
and whatever is left not 
used gets spent the fol-
lowing year, adding to the 
2024 projects.”

Grande added that they 
have an extensive cost 
analysis process using 
historical data from over 
the years. He said they 
could see cost trends de-
pending on the strength 

of oil prices and other 
variables. Using their 
data and getting an esti-
mate on costs in any giv-
en year, the Infrastructure 
team puts together an es-
timate along with a bud-
get to cover the proposed 
expenses.

Zaman added that with 
Schedule “A” and “B” 
happening simultaneous-
ly in one contract, it saves 
the municipality on mo-
bilizing costs of the con-
tract winner. Rather than 
pay twice or multiple 
times to have a company 
come in to do road work, 
the tendered company 
only has to set up once. 
“We have in our schedule 
the mobilization costs for 
our contractor to come in 
and then the unit rate for 
the asphalt and concrete. 
There is a one-time mobi-
lization rate for them, and 
then the unit rate goes as 
per our quantity of asphalt 
or concrete.” Compiling 
the projects into one con-
tract also provides a more 
competitive cost.

The cold milling ma-
terial removed under the 
surface during the work 
this construction season 
will be recycled and used 
during roadway mainte-
nance, parking lot resur-
facing, back alley resur-
facing, and the firefighter 
training grounds.

continued from page 1

Six areas of the community will be seeing some road attention 
this summer. Significant improvements will happen at one uptown 
location and five downtown locations, including the 55 Avenue and 
Dahl Drive intersection by St. Joseph’s Catholic Church.

A rough entrance to the Nylan Cres cul-de-sac will soon be a thing 
of the past.

Cracks and holes 
will be fixed at the 
55 Ave/Mink Creek 
Road intersection.
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ers concerning things like 
existing or proposed pro-
grams, policy changes or 
the creation of services.

Woodlands County 
uses several means of 
communication with res-
idents, including a bi-an-
nual newsletter, Council 
highlights and media re-
leases, their website, so-
cial media, and weekly 
newspaper ads. The pol-
icy also lists fact sheets 
and brochures as options. 
The method(s) used de-
pends on the information 
being shared.

To receive information 
from residents, Wood-
lands County uses public 
hearings, open houses, 
surveys and forums, regu-
lar Council meetings that 
residents are encouraged 
to attend, public input 
sessions, emails and let-
ters, and personal interac-
tions with Administration 
and Council members.

Joan Slootweg, Manag-
er of Community & Plan-
ning Services, explained 
that Woodlands County’s 
Public Participation Policy 
came into effect on July 
17, 2018, to follow amend-
ments to the Municipal 
Government Act (MGA), 
which changed to require 
Councils to establish a 
policy for their municipal-
ities. She said that smaller 
municipalities, like Wood-
lands, did their policies in 
a simple manner.

“There are various 
different policies that 
municipalities had enter-
tained at the time. Some 
are more robust; those 
were generally the larger 
municipalities.” Sloot-
weg explained that larger 
centres typically added 
more detail to their pol-
icies outlining informa-
tion specific to certain 
events. Smaller centres 
might have a policy for 
open houses in general. 
In contrast, a more signif-
icant centre might specify 
the difference between a 
budget open house and a 
land-use open house, giv-
ing more detail.

She said that policy 
creation and bylaw cre-
ation followed a similar 
pathway to completion, 
with either a consultant 
coming on to help or the 
Administration taking 
the reigns. Slootweg ex-
plained that Administra-
tion typically has a good 
sense of what’s working 
and not working within 
policy because they hear 
back from residents.

Policies and bylaws 
start as draft documents 
as various people take 
a peek and help mould 
them (through work-
shops), including the 
Municipal Planning 
Commission and Subdi-
vision & Development 
Appeal Board. “Once 
they’ve had their round, 
we make those amend-
ments and then bring 
those forward to Council 
for a discussion.” After 
Council’s discussion, the 
public would share their 
thoughts or concerns by 
attending one of two open 
houses, one in the White-
court area and one in Fort 
Assiniboine.

Reeve John Burrows 
said Council had recent-
ly seen a Public Engage-
ment Policy from another 
municipality and saw an 
opportunity within it for 
increased engagement in 
Woodlands County.

“This (policy) is quite 
structured and tends to 
be triggered by a pro-
cess, whereas I think what 
Council was trying to drive 
at was trying to get a little 
more open communica-
tion between residents. It 
would be nice to be able to 
have that communication.”

Councillor Kuelken 
said that increased com-
munication was exactly 
where they needed to 
go. “There’s a real inter-
est in the public because 
of events that have hap-
pened in the past, and 
there’s a pretense that 
they haven’t been part of 
that process, and whether 
it’s right or wrong is irrel-
evant. I think going down 
this path, we will have 
that mechanism in place 

where we can get that in-
formation, and Council is 
able to sit with Adminis-
tration in front of the res-
idents with the process in 
place.”

Kuelken said the “big 
one” was having the Ad-
ministration part of their 
conversation with res-
idents. “We know they 
(the residents) want to 
have the conversation, 
and I don’t think they 
realize that it’s far more 
complex than what any-
one of us as individuals 

on Council can explain.”
Slootweg said that in 

talking with their consul-
tant about the County’s 
Municipal Development 
Plan, they are looking to 
reach out to the public 
about amendments that 
could “impact the farm-
ing community” with 
talks of a potential fu-
ture subdivision. “We are 
looking at maybe doing 
a workshop beforehand 
to get the sense of, are 
people open to this or are 
they not? I thought per-

haps we could look at one 
in the Anselmo area and 
one at the Fort Assini-
boine area to get a sense 
from the public as to what 
their thoughts are on the 
direction we are looking 
at going to protect that 
farmland,” she explained.

Reeve Burrows thought 
it was a great idea. He 
said people had appreci-
ated being asked ques-
tions through surveys in 
the past. Reeve Burrows 
said residents liked be-
ing involved in process-

es before money was 
committed to something 
or planned thoroughly. 
He added that increased 
communication was an 
opportunity to “up the 
game.”

The Governance and 
Priorities Committee ac-
cepted the discussion as 
information. Policy re-
freshers are ongoing, and 
any proposed updates 
will be brought up the 
communication chain be-
fore reaching Council for 
consideration. 

continued from page 1
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Supporting growth in Whitecourt since 1922,  
we salute our not-for-profit community. 
Millar Western Forest Products Ltd. 
a resourceful company 

Your only LOCAL carrier serving the Community since 1950
Proud supporter of 

our local Organizations
780-778-2226

This page is sponsored by:

5027 - 51 Avenue, Open: Monday to Friday 10am - 4pm 780-396-8777

Offering support services for marginalized individuals
• Outreach worker, laundry and shower facilities 

by appt • Tax program & Bag Lunch Program

Soaring Eagle Support Society
"Serving the community for over 30 years"

The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food  
in order to help families in need. 

Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm
Phone: 780-778-2341

Located within the Carlan Services Com-
munity Centre

The Whitecourt Food Bank is operated by the Town of 
Whitecourt Food Bank Coordinator and dependent on 

volunteers to operate.The Food Bank relies on donations 
of cash or food from individuals and organizations. Local 
grocery stores drop off baked goods including bread and 

pastries weekly. Other corporations and schools  
schedule food drives throughout the year.

Open: Mon, Wed, & Fri 11 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Phone: 780-778-2341

Providing timely and 
easily accessible financial 

support for Whitecourt 
patients and their families 

who are dealing with a 
cancer diagnosis.

This can include help with parking costs for hospital visits, living 
expenses and unforeseen medical expenses. Applications can 

be made through the Drs at both Whitecourt Medical Clinics or 
(office hours, can leave a message): Willow McIntyre  

(Community Cancer Navigation Nurse, McLeod River PCN) 
780-779-0079, Kim Nendsa (President of Whitecourt  

Cancer & Wellness Society) 780-778-0932  
wctcancerwellness@gmail.com

**Monthly meetings have been postponed due to COVID-19

WHITECOURT GROUP OF  
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS

All meetings are in person and online (hybrid) 
• Mondays 7:30pm
• Wednesdays 7:30pm

Meetings held at the Family Worship Center  
upstairs.
ZOOM ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude

 

                                                             
Meetings three times each week 

• Monday       8:00 p.m........ (12 Step Meeting)  
• Wednesday 8:00 p.m...(Open Topic Meeting)  
• Friday          8:00 p.m.............(Big Book Meeting)  

 
Located at the United Church Basement on Legion St. 
(formerly 5201 – 50 Street ) 
More info Contact: (780) 396-8777. Please Leave A 
Message For Our AA member or Contact Addictions 
Helpline @1(866)332-2322  

 

Whitecourt AA Group 

Of Alcoholics Anonymous  

Last year, the Town of Whitecourt added speed bumps into the 
Festival Park parking lot to slow vehicle movement, making it safer 
for those on foot or wheel. This year, they've added in more. Along 
with the ring road, each crosswalk section within the parking lot 
now has a speed bump beside it. With increased activity in the 
warmer months, the black and yellow striped bumps will go a long 
way in keeping motorists slow and pedestrians safer. 
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NOTICE OF DECISION NOTICE OF DECISION 

2023 ROADSIDE VEGETATION MANAGEMENT PROGRAM2023 ROADSIDE VEGETATION MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

The following development permits have been conditionally approved under the provisions of the Land Use Bylaw

Any person affected by this decision may appeal to the Secretary of the Development Appeal Board 
by forwarding a written appeal along with a $500.00 fee, to the address listed below, prior to 4:30 p.m. of 
the appeal date noted above.

Information regarding this application  may be obtained by inquiring at the address noted.

Attention:   Peter McKay, Development Officer
 Woodlands County
 Box 60, #1 Woodlands Lane, Whitecourt  AB  T7S 1N3
Telephone:   780-778-8400
Toll-Free:    1-888-870-6315

The Municipal Planning Commission will be making a decision on the following development permit application, as per the Woodlands County Land Use Bylaw, at their regular meeting Wednesday, June 7, 2023 at 4:00 
p.m. at the Whitecourt Municipal Office, downstairs.

Section 19 of the Woodlands County Land Use Bylaw provides opportunity for any person who may have comments on the proposed development to deliver to the Development Officer, a written statement of their concerns 
indicating: their full name and address and the reasons for their comments to the proposed use. 

If you have any comment or concern regarding this proposal you may provide a written statement via email to peter.mckay@woodlands.ab.ca prior to 4:30 p.m., May 31, 2023, or you may attend the meeting.

Comments received will be taken into consideration by the Municipal Planning Commission.

Woodlands County mailed the 2023 tax notices on May 23, 2023. 
Payments are due Friday, June 30, 2023. Penalties will be applied on 
payments made after June 30th.

If you have not received your 2023 tax notice(s), please contact 
either Woodlands County office to request a copy.

Woodlands County Municipal Woodlands County Regional  
Office  Office
#1 Woodlands Lane, 61053A Highway 33, Fort 
Whitecourt, AB   Assiniboine, AB
780-778-8400  780-584-3866
1-888-870-6315  1-866-584-3866

Office Hours
8:15 am – 12:00 noon
1:00 pm – 4:30 pm

Gordon Frank
Chief Administrative Officer

Woodlands County Agriculture Services will be carrying out its roadside vegetation management program 
once again this year.

COMMENCING APPROXIMATELY JUNE 12, 2023

No Spray Agreement holders must have the No Spray signs posted prior to June 5, 2023.  

Upon signing the No Spray Agreement, the Landowner accepts the responsibility for vegetation control along 
the road right of ways adjacent to their property. Landowners must carry out control prior to August 1, 

2023. Agriculture Services will conduct inspections on the above dates to determine if control methods are 
satisfactory.

In cooperation with the landowners we can make our roadside vegetation management program an efficient 
and economical way of controlling the spread of weeds, and make our road system safer for the general 
public to drive on.

Dawn Fortin, Manager, Agriculture Services
(780) 584-3866, Toll Free: 1-866-584-3866

DISCRETIONARY USE DISCRETIONARY USE 
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT APPLICATIONDEVELOPMENT PERMIT APPLICATION

REMINDER TO ALL RATEPAYERS OF WOODLANDS COUNTYREMINDER TO ALL RATEPAYERS OF WOODLANDS COUNTY

Information regarding this application may be obtained by inquiring prior to 4:30 p.m., May 31, 2023.

Attention: Peter McKay, Development Officer
 peter.mckay@woodlands.ab.ca

 Woodlands County
 Box 60, #1 Woodlands Lane, Whitecourt  AB  T7S 1N3
 Telephone:     780-778-8400
 Toll-Free:    1-888-870-6315

LEGAL  DESCRIPTION DEVELOPMENT PERMIT APPLICATION NUMBER PROPOSAL

PT. NW 10-59-10-W5M
Lot 1 Block 1 Plan 112-0353 15-025-2023 Intensive Recreational Use: (personal use only)

PERMIT LOCATION PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT DATE OF DECISION APPEAL DEADLINE

15-027-23 PT. SE 23-59-12-W5M
Lot 4, Block 1, Plan 832-2016

Accessory Building: Shop (personal 
use) 24-May-23 14-June-23

15-028-23 PT NW 5-59-12-W5M Accessory Building Shed 24-May-23 14-June-23

Wed., May 31
Mainly sunny

30%
22ºC
10ºC

NW 16 km/h
<1mm

Fri., June 02
Cloudy with sunny breaks

10%
21ºC
11ºC

NW 19 km/h
<1mm

 Sat., June 03
Chance of a shower

40%
21ºC
11ºC

NE 15 km/h
~1mm

Thu., June 01
Chance of a shower

40%
22ºC
11ºC

E 13 km/h
<1mm

Tue., May 30
Chance of a shower

40%
21ºC
8ºC

SE 15 km/h
~1mm
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Auctioneers
License
#337991

Small Time Holdings Farm Auction  - No Reserves 

To view items of this online auction 
go to http://globalauctionguide.com/

Auction online 
due to wildiires 

780-728-5803 | pattersonsauctions@live.com

This auction was 
postponed last week 

due to fires and will now 
will be online from 
June3 to June 9 on 

Hibid.com.

A homestead experience from the Millar Family 
coming to the FIC grounds this summer

The Whitecourt & Dis-
trict Heritage Society is 
looking to greatly im-
prove the Forest Interpre-
tive Centre (FIC) grounds 
with several significant 
additions to the property. 
The John & Audrey Dahl 
Heritage Park and Muse-
um is already a popular 
spot for exploration and 
enjoyment. Numerous 
outbuildings and machin-
ery, a beautiful flower 
garden, and a swath of 
artifacts lining the path to 
the big red barn make it an 
interesting and enjoyable 

place to visit, rich with lo-
cal history.

During a recent White-
court Town Council meet-
ing, the Whitecourt & 
District Heritage Society 
requested help to bring 
a big project to fruition. 
Though there are more 
pieces to the project, they 
had five requests to get 
things started. “They have 
looked at an overarching 
plan for the Heritage Park 
and Museum and are still 
working on that. They 
would like to present that 
to Council in September, 
but, in the meantime, they 

have five items they would 
like to work on through 
the summer months,” ex-
plained Chelsea Grande, 
Director of Community 
Services.

Over the last two years, 
with an influx of new 
members bringing a fresh 
perspective and vitality to 
the group, the society has 
been busy putting its ideas 
together. They developed 
plans, attended planning 
sessions, and started com-
munity partnerships with 
other groups and soci-
eties in the community. 
Their objective, as stated 

in the meeting’s RFD, is 
“ to create a vibrant and 
inclusive anchor point at 
the entry to Whitecourt, 
to showcase Whitecourt’s 
and Woodlands County’s 
rich history, historic sites, 
and current attractions, 
leaving a lasting legacy of 
the Communities’ heritage 
and identity.”

The first ask from Coun-
cil was to create a cement 
pad southwest of the park-
ing lot with the assistance 
of local community part-
ners. “It’s to move some 
heavy equipment that is 
right in front of the For-

est Interpretive Centre, as 
well as possibly some new 
items depending on what 
they decide with Millar, as 
Millar has some items that 
they may move over as 
well,” explained Grande.

With the equipment cur-
rently near the building, 
alongside the parking lot, 
moved to a new spot, it 
would free up room for 
something else to fill the 
space. That’s where the 
second request comes into 
play. The society wants to 
move the Millar Family’s 
log summer home and 
the Millar Western black-

smith shop onto the freed-
up land. “The blacksmith 
shop has all the working 
equipment. It would be a 
neat addition to the FIC. 
That would be placed in 
the area where the equip-
ment is right now and kind 
of build a yard almost all 
around the Heritage Gar-
den that’s there currently. 
It could be almost like a 
little homestead there,” 
explained Grande.

The third request from 
the society is for help 
cleaning up around the 

continued on page 10

By Serena Lapointe

Some new and exciting additions are coming to the Forest Interpretive Centre this summer. A busy group of Whitecourt & District Heritage 
Society members will bring over two old buildings from the Millar Family, creating a homestead experience at the John & Audrey Dahl 
Heritage Park and Museum.

The future site of 
the Millar Family log 

summer home.

Administration will look into the 
smell and sight lines of the lift station.
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ATTENTION LAND OWNERS

SELL YOUR 
STANDING 
CONIFER, 
SPRUCE 
AND PINE!

Minimum of 
50 – 80 acres

CONTACT: JOEL MELANSON
587-335-0322

joel@larrmanagementcorp.ca
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Tri-Logging 
is against 
bullying

Putting a face 
on suicide

Every 40 seconds somewhere around 
the world someone dies by suicide, that’s 
99 people every 66 minutes. Every day, 
that’s almost 100 people in the United 

States alone, and over 2160 worldwide. 
Putting a Face on Suicide (PAFOS) is a 
suicide awareness project that creates 

posters and videos to pay tribute to those 
we have lost to suicide with dignity and 
respect. PAFOS humanizes the daunting 
statistics; lovingly replacing numbers 

with faces.

Have you been bullied, and want to share your story? 
Email wctpress@telus.net All submissions remain confidential 

If your life is in danger or you know someone’s life is in danger  
DIAL EMERGENCY NOW 911!

If you are experiencing suicidal thoughts, 
you need to know that you’re not alone. You 
can also call if you are not in crisis, seeking 

additional information. The new Canada 
Suicide Prevention Service (CSPS), by Crisis 

Services Canada, enables callers anywhere in 

Canada to access crisis support by phone, in 
French or English: toll-free 1-833-456-4566 

Available 24/7
Crisis Text Line (Powered by Kids Help 

Phone) Canada Wide free, 24/7 texting service 
is accessible immediately to youth anywhere 

in Canada by texting TALK to 686868 to reach 
an English speaking Crisis Responder and 

TEXTO to 686868 to reach a French-speaking 
Crisis Responder on any text/ 

SMS enabled cell phone.
KidsHelpPhone Ages 20 Years and Under 

in Canada 1-800-668-6868 (Online or on 
the Phone). First Nations and Inuit Hope for 
Wellness 24/7 Help Line 1-855-242-3310

Canadian Indian Residential Schools Crisis 
Line 1-866-925-4419

Trans LifeLine – All Ages 1-877-330-6366
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Odds of a child becoming 
a top fashion designer: 1 in 7,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed
with autism: 1 in 110

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autisms peaks.org

Some signs to look for:

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

© 2010 Autism Speaks Inc. “Autism Speaks” and “It’s Time To Listen” & design are trademarks owned by Autism Speaks Inc. All rights reserved.

Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858

A locally owned and family operated 
newspaper serving Whitecourt

& &

The Press is printed on high quality newsprint using 
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Moraine Power Generation Project
Comments Invited 

What is happening? 

May 18, 2023 — Moraine Initiatives Ltd. (the proponent) is proposing the 
Moraine Power Generation Project, a new natural gas-fired power plant 
located near Whitecourt, Alberta. 

The Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (the Agency) invites you to 
review the summary of the Initial Project Description and provide comments 
on the proposed project. This will help the Agency prepare a summary of 
issues for the proponent and decide whether the project should undergo an 
impact assessment.

How can I participate?

Have a question?

Write to us at moraine@iaac-aeic.gc.ca or visit the Agency’s website at 
canada.ca/iaac.

For media inquiries: media@iaac-aeic.gc.ca or 343-549-3870.  

●   Submit your comments online              
by 11:59 p.m. on June 16, 2023. All 
comments will be published online.

●   Participant funding will be available to 
eligible participants during this comment 
period and details will be announced 
shortly on the Registry. The Agency will 
retroactively reimburse eligible 
participants for their participation in this 
first comment period.

●   Join a virtual information session to 
learn more about the project, the impact 
assessment process, and how to submit 
comments. 

Scan the QR-Code to visit 
the project homepage.

Moraine Power Generation Project 
Participant Funding Available

May 24, 2023 — Funding provided by the Impact Assessment Agency of 
Canada (the Agency) is now available to help the public and Indigenous 
Peoples participate in the impact assessment process for the proposed 
Moraine Power Generation Project, a new natural gas-fired power plant located 
near Whitecourt, Alberta.

Funding is available for eligible individuals and groups to support their 
participation throughout the planning phase of the federal impact assessment 
process. During the current comment period, which ends on June 16, 2023, the 
public and Indigenous Peoples are invited to review the summary of the Initial 
Project Description and provide comments. The Agency will retroactively 
reimburse eligible participants for their participation in this first comment period.

Applications received by June 23, 2023, will be considered. 

For more information about the Funding Program, including eligibility criteria 
and the application form, please visit the project home page on the Registry 
website, reference number 84591. You can also contact the Participant 
Funding Program by writing to fp-paf@iaac-aeic.gc.ca or by calling 
1-866-582-1884. Details about the project can also be found on the project 
home page. 

As a next step, the Agency will determine whether a federal impact assessment 
is required for the project. If one is required, eligible applicants will receive 
additional funding to participate in a second comment period to provide 
feedback on the draft Tailored Impact Statement Guidelines and the draft 
Public Participation Plan.

For media inquiries, contact the Agency's media relations team by writing to 
media@iaac-aeic.gc.ca or calling 343-549-3870. 

Stay updated on this project by following the Agency on Twitter: @IAAC_AEIC 
#MorainePower

Letter to the Editor policy
The Press welcomes readers to write letters to the 
Editor. A maximum of 300 words is preferred but not 
necessary. Letters must carry a first name or two 
initials with surname and include an address and 
daytime telephone number. All letters are subject to 
editing. Please email letters to wctpress@telus.net.

The U18AA Royals baseball team took on their Edson rivals, the 
Prospects, on Wednesday night at Graham Acres in exhibition 
action. The parking lot was absolutely jam-packed with several 
other sports on the go that night, including soccer and slo-pitch. A 
large group of friends and family were out to support the Royals. 
Last year, they didn't have any home games to enjoy the benefit 
of a hometown crowd, so seeing so many out to cheer was nice. 
The Royals didn't come away with the win, losing 10-7, but gave a 
strong effort. The game kickstarted the team's season after a brief 
postponement due to the wildfires.

The The 
catcher catcher 
reacts to a reacts to a 
hard pitch.hard pitch.

Win or Win or 
lose, the lose, the 
Royals Royals 
have fun.have fun.

Moving Moving 
out of the out of the 
way of a way of a 
wayward wayward 
ball.ball.

A big swing A big swing 
but, sadly, a but, sadly, a 
miss.miss.

A perfect A perfect 
strike pitch. strike pitch. 
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Eagle River Casino & Travel Plaza Now 
Hiring Casino Shift Manager NOC 62022 

Responsibilities:  

• Co-ordinate, assign and review the work of casino workers 
• Establish work schedules and procedures and co-ordinate activities with other work units or departments 
• Resolve work-related problems and prepare and submit progress and other reports 
• Hire and train staff in job duties, safety procedures, and company policies 
• Requisition of supplies and materials 
• Ensure smooth operation of computer systems, equipment, and machinery, and arrange for maintenance 

and repair work 
• May perform the same duties as workers supervised 
• Perform the same duties as workers supervised 
• Assist clients/guests with special needs 
• Co-ordinate, assign and review work 
• Ensure smooth operation of computer systems, equipment, and machinery, and arrange for maintenance 

and repair work 
• Establish work schedules and procedures and co-ordinate activities with other work units or departments 
• Hire and train staff in job duties, safety procedures, and company policies 
• Requisition materials and supplies 
• Resolve work-related problems and prepare and submit progress and other reports.

QQuuaalliiffiiccaattiioonnss::  
• Completion of secondary school is usually required. 
• Completion of college courses related to the area supervised may be required. 
• Experience in the occupation supervised is usually required. 
• AGLC casino gaming license will be required. 
• Must be able complete Smart training courses 
• AML certificate  

 
EExxppeerriieennccee:: 3 – 5 years. 
EEdduuccaattiioonn:: Completion of secondary school is required, casino gaming license. 
TTeerrmmss  ooff  EEmmppllooyymmeenntt: Permanent full-time 44-hour work week. 
LLaanngguuaaggee:: English 
EEmmppllooyymmeenntt  CCoonnddiittiioonnss: Shift work, Day, Evenings, Weekends, Holidays, Nights. 
WWaaggee:: $23.08 per hour. 
BBeenneeffiittss  PPaacckkaaggee:: Vision, Dental, and Health after a 90-day probation period. 
LLooccaattiioonn: Twp.Rd.602A, Hwy 32 North, Whitecourt, AB Canada. 
AAddddrreessss::  EEaaggllee  RRiivveerr  CCaassiinnoo  &&  TTrraavveell  PPllaazzaa P.O Box 10 Whitecourt, Alberta Canada T7S-1N3. 
CCoonnttaacctt:: 780-779-2727 or Fax 780-706-7451 
VViissiitt  oouurr  WWeebbssiittee: www.eaglerivercasino.ca 
HHooww  ttoo  AAppppllyy:: Send resume to HR@eaglerivercasino.ca, mail or fax. 

 

 

 

 Eagle River Casino & Travel Plaza  
Now Hiring Cashiers NOC 65100 

Responsibilities:  

• Greet customers 
• Receive and process payments by cash, 

cheque, credit card, or automatic debit 
• Provide information to customers 
• Calculate foreign currency exchange 
• Calculate total payments received at end of 

work shift and reconcile with total sales 
• Verify the age of customers when selling 

lottery tickets, alcohol or tobacco products 
• Operate cash register 
• Process money, cheques, and credit/debit 

card payments 

• Scan Items 
• Tabulate total payment for goods or services 

required 
• Receive payment for goods or services 
• Calculate daily/shift payments received and 

reconcile them with total sales 
• Suggestive selling 
• Provide excellent customer service 
• Assist customers with self-service items 
• Participate in promotional activities 

 
QQuuaalliiffiiccaattiioonnss::  

• Some secondary school education is usually required. High school graduation may be required by some 
employers. 

• Eligibility for bonding may be required. 
• A casino gaming license may be required for cashiers working in gambling casinos. 
• Must be able to complete Smart training courses 
• Must be able to complete AML 

  
EExxppeerriieennccee:: 2 – 3 years, or we will train. 
EEdduuccaattiioonn:: Some post-secondary, high school may require. 
TTeerrmmss  ooff  EEmmppllooyymmeenntt: Permanent full-time 40-hour work week. 
LLaanngguuaaggee:: English 
EEmmppllooyymmeenntt  CCoonnddiittiioonnss: Shift work, Day, Evenings, Weekends, Holidays, Nights. 
WWaaggee:: $15.00 per hour. 
BBeenneeffiittss  PPaacckkaaggee:: Vision, Dental, Health after 90-day probation period. 
LLooccaattiioonn: Twp.Rd.602A, Hwy 32 North, Whitecourt, AB Canada. 
AAddddrreessss:: Eagle River Casino & Travel Plaza P.O Box 10 Whitecourt, Alberta Canada T7S-1N3 
CCoonnttaacctt:: 780-779-2727 or Fax 780-706-7451 
VViissiitt  oouurr  WWeebbssiittee: www.eaglerivercasino.ca 
HHooww  ttoo  AAppppllyy:: Send resume to HR@eaglerivercasino.ca, mail or fax 

 

Dollar Values as of May 30, 2023

One Canadian Dollar = 0.73 US Dollar
at an exchange rate of 0.7345 (using nominal rate).

Money Matters

On Sunday June 4, 
the Whitecourt Fish & 
Game Association will 
be hosting Kids Fishing 
day. The event will be 
held at the Whitecourt 
Pond from 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m.  Fishing equip-
ment will be available, or 
you can bring your own. 
Adults will be present to 
assist those who need it. 
The main purpose of the 
event is to introduce our 
youth to a very enjoyable 
sport, which can be ex-
perienced right in White-
court’s backyard. An-
glers will learn different 
techniques for catching 
trout, how to clean their 
catch and the correct way 
to catch and release fish. 
You need not register 

to attend the event and 
there are no costs to par-
ticipate.

There are some special 
rules that apply to the 
Rotary Pond. Adults (16 
years old or older) may 
fish there but must be ac-
companied by a person 
under 16 years old.

All Provincial Sport-
fishing Regulations apply, 
including the requirement 
to have a Sportfishing Li-
cence if you are 16 years 
of age or older. 

We hope you will come 
out and experience what 
promises to be a very en-
joyable day. If you have 
any questions about the 
event, please contact 
Greg Gilbertson of at 
780-778-6791.

Kids fishing day

barn. “If you walk out 
there, you’ll see there are 
some different items that 
have been out there for a 
while, and some are no 
longer any good. They 
would like to have the 
town’s assistance with the 
disposal of those. Then 
they would lift up the re-
maining items and put 
them on skids so that they 
stay and are preserved for 
the future.”

The fourth task involves 
placing two temporary 
storage units, placed dis-
creetly. “They would be 
for inventorying the barn 
and for the blacksmith 
equipment to be in until 
they get the blacksmith 
shop moved over. There 
are a lot of items in the 
barn right now, and this 
would allow them to go 
through them and figure 
out what they want to 
keep and put on display 
and then where they want 
to place the other items,” 
said Grande.

The final request from 
the Whitecourt & Dis-
trict Heritage Society 
involved the foul odour 
that sometimes wafts 
over from the nearby lift 
station, making the play-
ground and picnic table 
area a bit stinky. “They’ve 
asked for Administration 
to look into that.” They 
also wondered if the lift 
station could be disguised 
or camouflaged to help 
it blend in with the area 
better.

Council voted unani-
mously to authorize the 
placement of the two 
new buildings and the 
concrete pad. The Millar 
Family is forever part of 
the fabric and identity of 
the municipality. Their 
contributions are a big 
reason Whitecourt is the 
bustling community it 
is today, an impact that 
cannot be overstated. The 
blacksmith shop was one 
of the first in the commu-
nity. The work is planned 
to take place by the end  
of the summer.

continued from page 6

Heavy equipment will soon be moved to a 
new spot on the property.
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Shift Incentive for Overnights

Eagle River Casino & Travel Plaza
Now Hiring Executive Chef NOC 6321

 

 

 Eagle River Casino & Travel Plaza 
Now Hiring Security Guard Supervisor NOC 62029 

Responsibilities:  

• Co-ordinate, assign and review the work of 
security guards and other service workers 
not elsewhere classified 

• Establish work schedules and procedures 
and co-ordinate activities with other work 
units or departments 

• Resolve work-related problems and prepare 
and submit progress and other reports 

• Hire and train staff in job duties, safety 
procedures, and company policies 

• Requisition of supplies and materials 
• Ensure smooth operation of computer 

systems, equipment, and machinery, and 
arrange for maintenance and repair work 

• Monitor quality and production levels 
• May perform the same duties as workers 

supervised. 
• Arrange for maintenance and repair work 
• Assist clients/guests with special needs 

• Co-ordinate activities with other work units 
or departments 

• Ensure smooth operation of computer 
equipment and machinery 

• Establish work schedules and procedures 
• Handle emergency situations 
• Monitor quality and production levels 
• Prepare and submit progress and other 

reports 
• Requisition or order materials, equipment, 

and supplies 
• Resolve work-related problems 
• Supervise the operation of mechanical 

equipment and machinery 
• Supervise, co-ordinate and schedule (and 

possibly review) activities of workers 
• Train staff/workers in job duties, safety 

procedures, and company policies.

QQuuaalliiffiiccaattiioonnss::  
• Completion of college courses related to the area supervised may be required. 
• Experience in the occupation supervised is usually required. 
• Certification or licensing AGLC. 
• Must be able to complete Smart training course 
• Must have a valid driver’s license class 5 
• Must be able to complete AML. 

 
 

EExxppeerriieennccee:: 2 – 3 years. 
EEdduuccaattiioonn:: Completion of secondary school an asset. 
TTeerrmmss  ooff  EEmmppllooyymmeenntt: Permanent full-time 44-hour work week. 
LLaanngguuaaggee:: English 
EEmmppllooyymmeenntt  CCoonnddiittiioonnss: Shift work, Day, Evenings, Weekends, Holidays, Nights. 
WWaaggee:: $20.77 per hour.  
BBeenneeffiittss  PPaacckkaaggee:: Vision, Dental, Health after 90-day probation period. 
LLooccaattiioonn: Twp.Rd.602A, Hwy 32 North, Whitecourt, AB Canada. 
AAddddrreessss::  EEaaggllee  RRiivveerr  CCaassiinnoo  &&  TTrraavveell  PPllaazzaa P.O Box 10 Whitecourt, Alberta Canada T7S-1N3    
CCoonnttaacctt:: 780-779-2727 or Fax 780-706-7451  
VViissiitt  oouurr  WWeebbssiittee: www.eaglerivercasino.ca    
HHooww  ttoo  AAppppllyy:: Send resume to HR@eaglerivercasino.ca, mail or fax 

RCMP
ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE

Fox Creek RCMP re-
spond to speeding past 
support crews along 
Highway 43

As crews worked 
through the long week-
end to restore services 
to the Fox Creek town-
site, Fox Creek RCMP 
responded to reports that 
several motorists were 
passing workers at high 
speeds. Given the crew’s 
close proximity to the 
highway, limited visi-
bility in the area due to 
smoke, and the reduced 
speed limit of 80 km/h, 
RCMP Traffic and Spe-
cial Tactical Operations 
Units were deployed to 
aid in traffic enforce-
ment on Highway 43 in 
the Fox Creek area.

Between midnight 
and 8:00 a.m. this morn-
ing alone, a total of 50 
vehicles were stopped. 
All digital and posted 
signage indicating the 
reduced speed limit has 
been in place since the 
reopening Highway 43 
on May 21st.  

Disregard for posted 
speed limits and other 
safety signage, especial-
ly in communities af-
fected by the wildfires, 
puts the lives of working 
crews and emergency 

responders at an unnec-
essary risk. The Alberta 
RCMP will continue to 
provide enhanced sup-
port for these communi-
ties to ensure the people 
working hard to re-es-
tablish services in these 
areas can do their jobs 
safely.

RCMP set up check 
stops in an 80 km/hr 
zone where there were 
active crews roadside.
• On May 21, 2023, nu-

merous vehicles were 
stopped at speeds 
ranging approximately 
115km/hr to 140km/hr

• On May 22, 2023, nu-
merous vehicles were 
stopped at speeds 
ranging approximately 
115km/hr to 130km/hr

• On May 23, 2023, 
well over 50 vehicles 
were stopped at speeds 
ranging approximately 
105km/hr to 130km/hr
Several violation tick-

ets were issued, and traf-
fic enforcement efforts 
will continue.

Fox Creek RCMP is 
informing motorists that 
driving behaviours that 
endangers the lives of 
anyone, including sup-
port workers and emer-
gency crews will not be 
tolerated.
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Call Des: 780-779-8546

• Licensed Journeyman Mechanic
• Serving Whitecourt and surrounding 

area for more than 12 years
• Body, Chassis & Electrical 

Diagnostics
• Shop Rate $90.00/hr. 

Thank you to all those loving 
families who've adopted the 

pets at the Whitecourt Vet Clinic. 

Whitecourt Veterinary 
Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave

https://www.furnitureden.ca
4807 - 50 Avenue Whitecourt, AB 

We're there 
where you need 

us most!

Providing Traffic 
Control and Piloting

Road Monitoring 
& Radar Services

Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties

780-865-5815

• Traffic Control 
Personnel

• Provide service for 
emergency lane or road 

closures
• Construction 
zzone set ups

DEBT SOLUTIONS 
780-424-9944

FREE Consultation
www.DEBTFREE.ca

Debt/Credit Counselling
Creditor Negotiations
Bankruptcy Alternatives

Debt Consolidation
Consumer Proposals
Bankruptcy Protection

A.C. Waring 
& Associates Inc. 

 Licensed Insolvency Trustee 
Trustee in Bankruptcy

MICHAEL EPP 
Partner

CPA, CA, CMA

TERRY ST. LAURENT
Partner

 CPA, CGA, CA

AMANDA LIND
Associate
CPA, CA

METRIXGROUP.CA

Fox Creek/Whitecourt/La Crete
T: 780-778-3091 T: 780-928-9525

Edmonton
T: 780-489-9606

Toll Free: 1-877-489-9606

Lloydminster
T: 780-875-7433

Evansburg
T: 780-727-2017

Fort Saskatchewan
T: 780-992-0266

Accounting Tax Estates and Trusts Consulting Audit and
Review Engagements

Contract
Controllership

4927 – 51st Avenue, PO Box 328, Whitecourt, AB T7S 1N5

Amanda Lind, CPA, CA will be in the Fox Creek office (20 Commercial Court) 
every Wednesday. To set up an appointment please contact our Whitecourt office.

www.whitecourtpress.com

KOSTYK ROOFINGTop Quality 
Since 1999

 Call or text 
780-778-8713 

WCB & Liability Insurance

Ask about superior roof products that we can 
o�er for a long lasting roof and curb appeal

“It’s the small things that count” Quality 
before Quantity. Call for a free estimate

Sales & Service Directory


