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Local youth paints beautiful Local youth paints beautiful 
mural for Communities In Bloommural for Communities In Bloom

The Whitecourt Com-
munities In Bloom shed 
at the Forest Interpre-
tive Centre has received 
a colourful facelift. A 
beautiful, hand-painted 
mural on the far side 
wall has been intricately 

designed onto the wood 
surface. Local artist 
Ally-Ann Romanchuk, 
18, is the face behind 
the flowery art piece, 
which Communities In 
Bloom hope is the first 
of several in the com-
munity. This isn’t the 

first public art piece 
by Romanchuk, who 
has also shared her tal-
ents by painting a giant 
ice cream heart on the 
fence by Granny Grays 
Hard Ice Cream and 

By Serena Lapointe

continued on page 2

Freehand flowers by Ally-Ann.
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the colourful mural out 
front of the Community 
Lunchbox Society of-
fice.

Early last week, Ro-
manchuk was up at the 
Forest Interpretive Cen-
tre creating the magical, 
flowery design perfect-
ly suited for Commu-
nities In Bloom. “I’ve 
been painting seriously 
for about six or seven 
years now. I sold my 
first painting four years 
ago and did my first 
mural a year ago. I’ve 

been doing art since I 
was about two. I used 
to draw on the walls at 
the house, and it used 
to get me into trouble,” 
laughed Romanchuk. 
“I have a very creative 
household. I was raised 
to do what I want with 
my brain.”

Bringing more co-
lour to the communi-
ty is something that 
Communities In Bloom 
works hard at, and mu-
rals are one big way to 
do it. Chair of the com-
mittee, Jeannine Stein-
ke, said removing graf-

fiti and adding in murals 
are two things that go 
together, and they hope 
it can remedy tagging 
that occurs on differ-
ent buildings. “We’ve 
been working on a pilot 
project for the gravity 
removal in town. That 
formed a conversation 
about beautifying areas 
and ways of preventing 
graffiti, and that’s where 
murals come in. From 
the studies I’ve looked 
at and the additional 
research I’ve done, mu-
rals are a big deterrent. 
Another one is skins on 

stuff (image wraps) like 
electrical boxes. There’s 
less occurrence when 
you do that. You don’t 
usually see murals and 
art pieces getting tagged 
because there is that re-
spect for the artist.” she 
explained.

Steinke said Wood 
Buffalo has a program 
that gets graffiti remov-
al kits into the hands 
of those whose prop-
erty has been tagged. 
“They have these little 
citizen kits where if you 
got tagged, you would 
call and tell them that 

you’ve been tagged 
with graffiti, show them 
proof of where you 
live, and they would 
give you a pail that has 
a scrub brush and the 
solution and everything 
else you need in it.”

Communities In 
Bloom is bringing in 
some product kits for 
Whitecourt community 
members and business 
owners to remove graf-
fiti. Once the kits are in, 
they will advertise and 
get them to those who 
need it. From there, the 
conversation goes back 

to murals and how they 
can help keep tags off 
town walls. “At our last 
meeting, I was like, let’s 
do this. We have a shed; 
let’s move forward and 
show people that this 
can be done and done 
well. It just took off and 
turned out beautiful,” 
said Steinke, speaking 
of Romanchuk’s art-
work. “I’m so happy 
with how it turned out. 
It’s beautiful.”

Romanchuk’s connec-
tion to the project came 

A beautiful flower-filled mural now exists on a once plain wall on a shed at the Forest Interpretive Centre. A young local artist 
created and freehanded the design over a couple of days. The completed project is now viewable on the last shed, closest to the 
FIC, and is part of a mission to get more art on bare walls in Whitecourt.

continued from page 1

continued on page 3

Adding a beautiful pink rose.Adding a beautiful pink rose.
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Ally-Ann said she hopes to do more colourful murals in the community.

through one of her previ-
ous commissions. After 
Romanchuk completed 
the mural out front of the 
Community Lunchbox, 
Tara Baker, the CLB 
founder and chair, who 
also sits on the Commu-
nities In Bloom Society 
board as a Town Coun-
cillor, recommended 
the young artist for the 
Bloom mural.

“She’s got talent. I en-
joy working with such a 
great group of volun-
teers who want to beau-
tify the community and 
who collectively identi-
fied that we have some 
great young local talent 
artists that we wanted to 
showcase and highlight 
and work with to create 
some beautiful spaces 
within our community,” 
said Baker.

For Romanchuk, get-
ting to help beautify her 
community is a plea-
sure. “It’s an outlet. It 
lets me get my mind off 
things. It’s like a brain 
break. I do many land-
scapes on canvas, and 
I think it would be cool 
to do a super huge one 
with giant rollers, like 
New York City mural 
style. It will take a lot of 
oil paint and a big wall 
to do that,” she laughed. 
A big mountainscape is 
something she hopes to 
do next.

“People are attracted to 
art and want to see it and 
take pictures with it. It 
makes it look much more 
welcoming. Whenever 
you’re walking down a 
main street, you’re go-
ing to go to the place 
with a big painted store-
front to see it. People are 
drawn to art and love it. 
I think having it around 
the community is great,” 
added Romanchuk.

Steinke said the mural 
gives her hope for the 
future of what White-
court would look like 
with outdoor art on dis-
play. “It doesn’t take 

much if you have the 
space and have an artist 
to do it. One of the other 
things we are potential-
ly looking at doing is 
having a competition or 
some sort of initiative 
that would encourage 
people to have murals 
painted on buildings 
they own or are allowed 
to use. That would bring 
people downtown, spe-
cifically, to see that.”

Steinke said there 
are so many things that 
could be done with it. 
“You can make scaven-
ger hunts with the art. 
You can do art walks. 
The town can do so 
much with this. There 
are so many good things 
about it. Murals can tell 
stories or pay homage to 
someone or something. 
We still have a lot to 
talk about, but I would 
love to see more murals 
go up, even by the end 
of this year.”

Any businesses inter-
ested in having a mural 
on one of their walls are 
encouraged to contact 
the Whitecourt Com-
munities In Bloom So-
ciety. Those interested 
in getting their hands 
on the graffiti removal 
kits should follow their 
Facebook page for up-
dates on when they be-
come available. “We 
want to plant that seed 
and show people that 
we are out there and 
doing this. If it’s also 
going to help keep our 
town cleaner, then per-
fect,” said Steinke.

Those interested in 
commissioning Al-
ly-Ann for a mural can 
contact her at ARcom-
missions@gmail.com. 
“She’s amazing. She 
was easy to work with 
and kind. She put that 
design together, and 
the whole group was 
pleased. We hope she 
has more jobs to do in 
the future. She is very 
talented. We are happy 
that it all worked out the 
way it did.”

continued from page 2

The saying, just keep growing, was perfect for Communities in Bloom.
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Supporting growth in Whitecourt since 1922,  
we salute our not-for-profit community. 
Millar Western Forest Products Ltd. 
a resourceful company 

Your only LOCAL carrier serving the Community since 1950
Proud supporter of 

our local Organizations
780-778-2226

This page is sponsored by:

5027 - 51 Avenue, Open: Monday to Friday 10am - 4pm 780-396-8777

Offering support services for marginalized individuals
• Outreach worker, laundry and shower facilities 

by appt • Tax program & Bag Lunch Program

Soaring Eagle Support Society
"Serving the community for over 30 years"

The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food  
in order to help families in need. 

Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm
Phone: 780-778-2341

Located within the Carlan Services Community Centre
The Whitecourt Food Bank is operated by the Town of 
Whitecourt Food Bank Coordinator and dependent on 

volunteers to operate. The Food Bank relies on donations 
of cash or food from individuals and organizations. Local 
grocery stores drop off baked goods including bread and 

pastries weekly. Other corporations and schools  
schedule food drives throughout the year.

Open: Mon, Wed, & Fri 11 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Phone: 780-778-2341

Providing timely and 
easily accessible financial 

support for Whitecourt 
patients and their families 

who are dealing with a 
cancer diagnosis.

This can include help with parking costs for hospital visits, living 
expenses and unforeseen medical expenses. Applications can 

be made through the Drs at both Whitecourt Medical Clinics or 
(office hours, can leave a message): Willow McIntyre  

(Community Cancer Navigation Nurse, McLeod River PCN) 
780-779-0079, Kim Nendsa (President of Whitecourt  

Cancer & Wellness Society) 780-778-0932  
wctcancerwellness@gmail.com

**Monthly meetings have been postponed due to COVID-19

WHITECOURT GROUP OF  
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS

All meetings are in person and online (hybrid) 
• Mondays 7:30pm
• Wednesdays 7:30pm

Meetings held at the Family Worship Center  
upstairs.
ZOOM ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude

                                                               
Meetings are three times each week 

• Monday       8:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
• Wednesday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
• Friday          8:00 pm – 9:00 pm 

 
Located at the United Church Basement on Legion 
Street (formerly 5201 – 50 Street) 
More info Contact: (780)286-5144. Please Leave a 
Message for Our AA member or Contact Addictions 
Helpline @1(866)332-2322  

Whitecourt Alcoholics 
Anonymous Group 

Weekly grief support group starting Tuesday, 19 September 
through Tuesday, 5 December, from 6:30pm to 8:30pm.,  

at Crossroads Community Church, 4419 44 Avenue,  
Mayerthorpe. $35 for 12 sessions includes your personal 

GriefShare Workbook. Pre-registration is required by calling 
Reverend Ruth Lotholz at 780-786-2695.



Whitecourt’s Canada Day fireworks on Saturday night 
were the perfect wrap to a fantastic day. Though the 
weather called 100 percent for rain showers at 11 pm, 
following a very slight sprinkle that didn’t even warrant 
an umbrella, the skies held back the planned deluge 
allowing the fireworks to happen as planned. Hundreds 
and hundreds of residents were at Festival Park for the 
evening’s festivities including taking in the night’s headliner 
Hillside Outlaws who gave a dazzling performance complete 
with giant sparklers. Once their last song ended the skies 
lit up with explosions of colours much to the delight of all in 
attendance.
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Here’s How It Works: 
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the 
numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more 
numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

CROSSWORDSSUDOKU

CLUES ACROSS
1. Excited movements
8. Soap opera actress 
Patsy
13. Unknowing
14. Dangerous mosquitos
15. Exaggerated and 
sensationalized
19. Military policeman
20. Touch softly
21. Wrap
22. A story of one's life
23. Midway between east 
and southeast
24. Toward the mouth or 
oral region
25. A list of dishes 
available at a restaurant
26. Changes the meaning 
of
30. Semitic Sun god
31. Sneaker parts
32. Capital of Zimbabwe
33. Breezed through
34. Partner to pedi
35. Becomes less intense
38. Bottoms
39. Tested
40. Vistas
44. Take care of
45. Traditional rhythmic 

pattern
46. S. African political 
party
47. Cologne
48. Men
49. The Science Guy
50. Gospel author (abbr.)
51. Act of signing up
55. Human feet
57. A very short time
58. Streetcars
59. Cuplike cavities
CLUES DOWN
1. A type of pool
2. Malaise
3. Seasoned
4. A pair
5. Young male
6. Make a mistake
7. Experienced
8. It often accompanies 
injury
9. Old world, new
10. Commercial
11. Course of lectures
12. Promote
16. Female horses
17. Greek mythological 
figure
18. Small amount
22. Orthodox church altar

25. Actress Tomei
27. Excited
28. Looked directly at
29. Popular cold desserts
30. More reasonable
32. Disk above the head 
of a saint
34. Devoted to the 
extreme
35. Make an effort
36. It’s in the surf
37. Member of aboriginal 
people of Japan
38. Discounts
40. Cliff in Hawaii
41. Extremely wild person
42. All persons
43. Aromas
45. Popular kids' game
48. A difficult situation
51. Popular Georgia 
rockers
52. It’s in all living cells
53. Unspoken language
54. ‘Talk to you’ 
abbreviation
56. Influential lawyer

WORDS
CHRONIC
CLUSTER
CONGESTION
DEHYDRATION
DIAGNOSIS
DOCTOR
GRADUAL

HEADACHE
ILLNESS
INFLAMMATION
LIFESTYLE
MIGRAINE
PAINFUL
PERSISTENT
PRIMARY

SECONDARY
SENSITIVITY
SHARP
SPINE
STRESS
SUDDEN
TENSION
THROBBING
TRIGGERS

Crossword Clues

NOTICE OF DECISION
The following decisions were made by the Municipal Planning Commission:

Application 23-057: 3301 35 Street – Discretionary Use – Retail General – Refused.

Application 23-059: 12 King Court – Discretionary Use – Home Occupation: Piano 
Lessons – Approved with conditions.

Date of Decisions: June 22, 2023 Appeal Closes at 4:00pm: July 13, 2023

An Appeal of the above decision(s) may be made by submitting a written appeal and 
appeal fee ($300) to the Offi ce of the Secretary of the Subdivision and Development 
Appeal Board, Town of Whitecourt Administration Building, Box 509, Whitecourt, Alberta, 
T7S 1N6 prior to 4:00pm on the above noted date.  Any person(s) affected by the said 
proposal(s), has the right to appeal prior to the above date.

Photos by Serena Lapointe PhotographyPhotos by Serena Lapointe Photography
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Sixty-seven Chickadee Drive might just have been 
the best-dressed house in town regarding Canada Day 
decorations. From a wrapped tree to a patriotic turtle, 
red and white flowers, numerous spinners, circular house 
decorations and many large flags, the residents clearly 
enjoyed getting into the celebratory spirit. Other nicely 
decorated properties included one on 55 Avenue, which 
had two Canadian owls on a fence surrounded by over a 
dozen flags. Two houses sitting kitty-corner to each other 
at the corner of Powers Cove and Leedy Drive got into the 
day's fun. Both had numerous flags and spinners on display, 
happily flapping in the breeze. Happy Canada Day! 

Sixty-seven Chickadee was a sight to see!

In Memory of Our Mom

and our brother

Gwen, Debbie, Gail, Betty and Families

Mary Chayka, 
January 20, 1933 - July 6, 2015

Ronald Stephen Chayka, 
February 28,1957-July 20, 2022

The Special Years Will Not Return
When We Were Together,

But With The Love In Our Hearts
You Will Walk With Us Forever

As part of Canfor’s Whitecourt and Fox Creek 2023 Vegetation 
Management Program, we are proposing to apply glyphosate 
on cutblocks located within our Forest Management Area and 
timber licenses in the Whitecourt, Fox Creek, Fort Assiniboine, 
and Edson areas. A maximum of 4500 hectares are proposed for 
treatment throughout the following locations:

For more information, please contact our 
Silviculture Supervisor at (780) 778-2221 
Ext 2164, or Gareth.Carey@Canfor.com

This treatment, part of our forest renewal program, will 
temporarily control herbaceous, shrub and deciduous 
competition, to improve the growth and survival of tree seedlings 
and saplings. 

Application of herbicides is scheduled to begin on or around 
August 15, 2023, pending approval from Alberta Forestry, Parks 
and Tourism. The planned completion date for the program is 
September 15, 2023.

NEED HELP? CALL  
ANYTIME! (24-7)

Mental Health Helpline 1-877-303-2642
Addiction Helpline 1-866-332-2322 

Health Link 811

Park Memorial Ltd.
Mayerthorpe 
780-786-2533

Proud to be Family Owned and Operated since 1941.

ARTYNIUK, 
Margaret 
Elvira

On Friday, June 23, 2023, Margaret Elvira Artyniuk 
of Whitecourt, AB passed away at the age of 89 
years.

Margaret was predeceased by her husband, 
John; her parents, Bill and Elvira Miller; and sister, 
Helen Sneddon.

She will be remembered by her brother, Fred 
(Mary) Miller; nephews, nieces and dear friends. 

Thank you to the doctors and sta�f of Extendicare 
Mayerthorpe for the wonderful care shown to 
Margaret and the family.

Cremation has taken place. Honouring 
Margaret's wishes, there will be no Memorial 
Service. 

In lieu of other tributes, donations may be 
made to Friends of Whitecourt Society, Box 1101, 
Whitecourt, AB T7S 1P1.

Photos, memories and condolences may be 
shared through www.parkmemorial.com

www.whitecourtpress.com

Whoooo's Canadian? Definitely these two owls.Whoooo's Canadian? Definitely these two owls.
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Tri-Logging 
is against 
bullying

Putting a face 
on suicide

Every 40 seconds somewhere around 
the world someone dies by suicide, that’s 
99 people every 66 minutes. Every day, 
that’s almost 100 people in the United 

States alone, and over 2160 worldwide. 
Putting a Face on Suicide (PAFOS) is a 
suicide awareness project that creates 

posters and videos to pay tribute to those 
we have lost to suicide with dignity and 
respect. PAFOS humanizes the daunting 
statistics; lovingly replacing numbers 

with faces.

Have you been bullied, and want to share your story? 
Email wctpress@telus.net All submissions remain confidential 

If your life is in danger or you know someone’s life is in danger  
DIAL EMERGENCY NOW 911!

If you are experiencing suicidal thoughts, 
you need to know that you’re not alone. You 
can also call if you are not in crisis, seeking 

additional information. The new Canada 
Suicide Prevention Service (CSPS), by Crisis 

Services Canada, enables callers anywhere in 

Canada to access crisis support by phone, in 
French or English: toll-free 1-833-456-4566 

Available 24/7
Crisis Text Line (Powered by Kids Help 

Phone) Canada Wide free, 24/7 texting service 
is accessible immediately to youth anywhere 

in Canada by texting TALK to 686868 to reach 
an English speaking Crisis Responder and 

TEXTO to 686868 to reach a French-speaking 
Crisis Responder on any text/ 

SMS enabled cell phone.
KidsHelpPhone Ages 20 Years and Under 

in Canada 1-800-668-6868 (Online or on 
the Phone). First Nations and Inuit Hope for 
Wellness 24/7 Help Line 1-855-242-3310

Canadian Indian Residential Schools Crisis 
Line 1-866-925-4419

Trans LifeLine – All Ages 1-877-330-6366

Wednesday, July 5, 2023
www.whitecourtpress.com 

Stop bullying!Stop bullying!
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The recent flooding wreaked havoc on several community areas, including the Whitecourt Golf & Country Club. Much of the 
course was underwater as the waters rose along its banks, spilling out over the greens, fairways and paths, carving their way 
through the once pristine course. Pictures and drone footage shared on the Whitecourt Press Facebook page showed the 
water's destruction. Clean-up efforts began once the waters retreated enough to allow staff to assess the damage and make 
a game plan. At 6:51 am on Monday, June 26, a call out to volunteers was made on the club's Facebook page. Significant 
accumulations of silt and mud needed more hands on deck to get rid of. On Saturday evening, a large pump could be seen 
pumping water from the pond near the clubhouse down under the roadway into a drainage pipe. Water levels have dropped 
significantly within the pond. The front nine holes suffered the most damage during the floods, with some spots not expected 
to open back up this year. However, staff are working as hard as possible to prepare as many holes for golfers. There's 
nothing staff would like more than to get people back out playing. As work continues, residents can help support the club by 
visiting the restaurant from 11-7 daily. Volunteers may still be needed by the printing of this paper. To join the crew and help 
get the golf course back up and running, call the pro shop at 780-778-3531.

Partying it up at Baly Park

The first installment 
of the Town of White-
court’s Park Parties 
took place on Wednes-
day last week. The 
event kickstarted last 
year to get residents out 
of their homes and into 
local parks to meet their 
neighbours. The event 
continued through the 
winter, with two par-
ties, and each was well 
attended.

Members of the 
Whitecourt Fire Depart-
ment and Whitecourt 

RCMP attend the events 
to meet everyone and 
have a bite to eat. With 
a firetruck in tow and 
Sparky the Fire Dog 
making his rounds, the 
children have fun get-
ting up close and per-
sonal with emergency 
services staff.

The events happen 
thanks to a trio part-
nership between the 
Town of Whitecourt, 
the Rotary Club of 
Whitecourt, and the 
P.O.W.E.R Group 
(People of Whitecourt 

Encouraging Resilien-
cy). The first Park Par-
ty of the summer took 
place at Baly Park, 
across from the White-
court Golf & Country 
Club. Rotarians cooked 
up hot dogs and served 
snacks and drinks, all 
free. Whitecourt IGA 
graciously donated hot 
dog buns.

“It’s a time for the 
community to get to-
gether and have some 
fun, play some games, 
and have a free hot dog 
while joining in with 

the community spirit,” 
explained Holly Astill, 
Service Projects Coor-
dinator for the Rotary 
Club of Whitecourt. 
“The Rotary club fo-
cuses on families and 
children, and this is 
another way of bring-
ing the family togeth-
er and increasing our 
presence in the com-
munity so that people 
know who we are and 
what we stand for.” 
Astill said she likes 
seeing families com-
ing together to enjoy 

the events and meeting 
their neighbours, some 
of whom they may not 
know yet. “I also like 
seeing friends come 
together to enjoy the 
park and enjoy the at-
mosphere of a BBQ in 
the community and the 
community spirit that 
comes from that.”

Tina Prodaniuk, 
Crime Prevention Co-
ordinator for the Town 
of Whitecourt, shared 
a booth with Court-
ney Koopmans, Health 
Promotion Facilitator 

with AHS, and both 
shared information 
about programs and 
community supports in 
place. “When it comes 
to crime prevention, 
getting to know your 
neighbours is such an 
important part of it so 
we can watch out for 
each other. Even with 
the recent events in the 
community, it’s good 
to know each other be-
cause you never know 
what might happen. 

Park Parties are back! The event began last year to get neighbours out to meet each other after a couple of isolating years due 
to lockdowns. The events proved popular and are back for year two. The first event took place last week, and there are two more 
to come. Pictured are Rotarians who provided a free bbq for attendees.

By Serena Lapointe

continued on page 9

Lots of work has been 
done to the driving range.

Water from the pond streaming Water from the pond streaming 
under the fence into the culvert.under the fence into the culvert.

Pumping 
water from the 

pond.
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Park Memorial Ltd.
Mayerthorpe 
780-786-2533

Proud to be Family Owned and Operated since 1941.

SNOWDEN, Eva
On Friday, June 23, 2023, Mrs. Eva 
Snowden of Sangudo, AB passed 
away at the age of 82 years.

Eva will be lovingly remembered 
by her husband, Walter “Ollie”; brother, 
Paul (Rae) Trofi muk of Mayerthorpe, AB; sister, 
Tillie (Gary) Clapp of Stony Plain, AB; along with 
numerous nephews, nieces and friends.

She was predeceased by her parents, William 
and Anna; Phillip (Joan); and sisters, Mary and 
infant Olga.

Thank you to Dr. Jamal and the sta�f of 
Extendicare Mayerthorpe for the loving care shown 
to Eva and the family.

A Funeral Service was held Thursday, June 29, 
2023, at 1 p.m. at Crossroads Community Church, 
4719 – 44 Avenue, Mayerthorpe, AB. Reverend 
Ruth Lotholz o�fi ciated with interment in Rochfort 
Bridge Cemetery.

Photos, memories and condolences may be 
shared through www.parkmemorial.com

It’s about encouraging 
community members 
to come back together,” 
said Prodaniuk.

There were pam-
phlets about being scam 
savvy, the Capture 
Program, the Family 
Support Program, el-
der abuse, and Meals 
on Wheels. Prodaniuk 
also had a one-question 
questionnaire asking if 
people had met some-
one they didn’t know 
at the event. After plac-
ing their sticker under 
the answer that most fit 
their experience, partic-
ipants were entered into 
a draw for a lawn game, 
perfect for future neigh-
bourly get-togethers.

On the AHS side of 
the table, Koopmans 
had books about adults 
being there for chil-
dren. “Eating together 
is a big one, and some-
times we forget to do it 
in our busy lives. If we 
can just sit and have a 
meal together, it can 
have a big impact,” she 
said. There were books 
from the local library 
on display, including 
books on art.

Beside the booth, on 
the grass, laid a long 
canvas. “Today we have 
our Canvas Jam hap-
pening, which is spon-
sored by the P.O.W.E.R 

Group,” explained 
Prodaniuk. “We are go-
ing to get community 
artwork from commu-
nity members and put 
it up on display. Over 
this season’s three park 
parties, we will have 
this canvas out, and we 
might have two or three 
canvases depending on 
how filled up they get, 
and then we will take 
pictures of them and 
put them up in the bus 
shelters as Whitecourt’s 
art done by Whitecourt, 
for Whitecourt.”

Prodaniuk said that 
art could benefit mental 
health, which is where 
the idea first came to 
Koopmans. “Some of 
the research I’m look-
ing at now is about 
how public art helps 
promotes the health 
and wellness of com-
munities, both mental 
and physical. It also 
shows that it decreases 
cortisol levels, so we 
are trying to promote 
that, and I thought this 
was the best way to do 
that,” said Koopmans.

“Once we finish the 
bus stop ads, we want 
to share it with the com-
munity. Maybe it can 
go up in the windows 
of some of the empty 
buildings in the down-
town so that people can 
enjoy it.” Koopmans 
said last year’s Park 

Party events were a big 
hit. “It showcased com-
munity coming together 
in their backyards and 
through COVID, which 
we all know kept every-
one inside, we are try-
ing to promote getting 
everyone back outside.”

Prodaniuk said they 
plan to do the win-
ter parties again this 
year. Unlike the sum-
mer ones, which are 
in backyard parks and 
are more neighbour-
hood-focused, the win-
ter ones focus on the 
community and take 
place at the tobog-
gan hill or an outdoor 
skating rink. “We look 
forward to the winter 
ones again. It’s win-
ter here for such a big 
part of the year, so we 
might as well enjoy it,” 
she chuckled. Koop-
mans said they plan on 
doing something dis-
co-themed too. “Keep 
an eye out for that one!”

The next Park Party is 
scheduled for Wednes-
day, July 26, from 5:30-
7:30 pm at Southland 
Park (2 Park Drive). 
The final installment 
of the summer series 
will be at Wagoner 
Park on Wednesday, 
August 23, at the same 
time. If anyone has any 
ideas for future events, 
contact the P.O.W.E.R 
Group on Facebook.

Tina Prodaniuk was thrilled to see all the art on the canvas.

A three-legged race with some new friends.
Two good dogs; Eagle Tower Victim Services pup, Karson, 

and Sparky the Fire Dog

continued from page 8

A group of youngsters 
adding their special 

touches to the art piece.
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NOTICE OF DECISION 15-030-2023
Location: PT NW 8-59-11-W5M Lot A Plan 782-1309
Proposed Development: Setback Variance, 
30m to 20m
Decision Date: June 21, 2023
Appeal Deadline: July 12, 2023

NOTICE OF DECISION 15-033-2023
Location: PT NW 28-59-12-W5M Lot 1 Block 3 Plan 062-0123
Proposed Development: Transport Contractor Business (minor): 
Max: 2 trucks & trailers
Decision Date: June 21, 2023
Appeal Deadline: July 12, 2023

NOTICE OF DECISION 15-035-2023
Location: PT NW 24-59-10-W5M Lot 16 & 17 Block 4 Plan 
5989KS
Proposed Development: Home Occupation (minor): STAYK Gardens
Decision Date: June 21, 2023
Appeal Deadline: July 12, 2023

Location: PT NW 9-59-11-W5M Lot 3 Block 1 Plan 922-0929
Proposed Development: Transport Contractor Business (minor)
Appeal Deadline: July 12, 2023
Decision Date: July 19, 2023, 5 pm, Whitecourt Municipal Office

For full details on Development Permits visit
https://woodlands.ab.ca/
Email: planning@woodlands.ab.ca 
Call: 1-888-870-6315

NOTICES OF DECISION NOTICES OF DECISION 

DISCRETIONARY USE APPLICATION 15-039-2023DISCRETIONARY USE APPLICATION 15-039-2023

For full details on approved Development Permits visit https://woodlands.ab.ca/ Email: planning@woodlands.ab.ca Call: 1-888-870-6315

Jumbo-sized fun at Festival Park 
with the latest addition to the 

grounds now in place

After years of plan-
ning by the Town Ad-
ministration and the 
Community Services 
Advisory Board, the 
ribbon was finally cut 
to officially open the 
Jumbo Jumper at Fes-
tival Park on Friday 
morning. Councillor 
Paul Chauvet and Joe 
Spivak from Pembi-
na joined Mayor Tom 
Pickard to celebrate the 
grand opening.

Juan Grande, In-
frastructure Services 
Manager for the Town 
of Whitecourt, ex-

plained that the Jumbo 
Jumper is a large mem-
brane filled with air. "It 
acts more like a bouncy 
pillow, something simi-
lar to a trampoline. Our 
Public Works and other 
departments worked 
extremely hard to com-
plete this project while 
doing flood cleanup 
and other activities. It 
was essential for our 
crews to get this in."

A pump nearby keeps 
the gigantic inflatable 
going, and a timer will 
turn it on at 9 am and 
off twelve hours later. 
The Jumbo Jumper was 

shipped up from Utah 
along with a contractor 
specialized in install-
ing the system. Public 
Works crews from the 
Town did the rest of the 
setup. The sand, which 
covers a wide perimeter 
of the ground around 
the Jumbo Jumper, is 
like beach sand and was 
donated by the Wayfin-
der Big Molly Sand Pit. 
"It's a very particular 
sand because it doesn't 
compact, so it provides 
the full protection," ex-
plained Grande.

"I think it's another 
fantastic contribution 

by another huge spon-
sor in our communi-
ty, Pembina, and the 
Wayfinder Big Molly 
Sand crew and then our 
town staff who worked 
very hard through the 
flood to make sure 
this happened," said 
Mayor Pickard. "With-
out sponsorships from 
people like Pembina, 
these don't happen. 
It's another example 
of Whitecourt and our 
community that works 
together and the contri-
butions from Pembina. 
We thank them."

At 11 am Friday, a 

group of about twenty 
children and dignitar-
ies set up just out front 
of the newest addition 
to the park. "When 
you cut a ribbon, that 
means it's open," ex-
plained Mayor Pickard 
to the swarm of ex-
cited children around 
him. "When this cuts, 
you guys can go and 
bounce, and you'll be 
the first official people 
to bounce on it."

With scissors in hand, 
Mayor Pickard, a youth 
and Joe Spivak from 
Pembina officially cut 
the ribbon and opened 

the Jumbo Jumper for 
the public. Within mil-
liseconds, the children 
began running, but one 
specific person was 
leading much of the 
pack: Councillor Paul 
Chauvet. "I'm very ex-
cited to finally see this 
happen. I first saw it 
up in the Peace River 
area when I was at a 
conference about five 
years ago. We tried to 
get it done before now, 
but with lockdowns 
and life, and 2020 to 
2022 putting a dent in 

By Serena Lapointe

continued on page 11

If you haven't checked out the latest addition to Festival Park, you need to go down and see it! The massive, colourful inflatable 
right beside the playground is the new hot spot in town since it officially opened on Friday.

Seconds after the ribbon cutting, Councillor Paul 
Chauvet (red shirt, background) and the children beelined 
it for the Jumbo Jumper

Two big jump splits in unison.

Three big landings 
into the soft sand.



Thu., July 06
Risk of a thunderstorm

40%
25ºC
12ºC

W 7 km/h
<1mm

Sat., July 08
Cloudy with showers

60%
22ºC
13ºC

NE 12 km/h
~1mm

 Sun., July 09
A Few showers

60%
22ºC
13ºC

E 12 km/h
1-3mm

Fri., July 07
Risk of a thunderstorm

60%
23ºC
12ºC

N 11 km/h
~15mm

Wed., July 05
Mainly sunny

20%
23ºC
11ºC

W 6 km/h
-
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many things, it slowed 
it down, but finally see-
ing it here is fantastic."

Councillor Chauvet 
has been invested in 
the project since bring-
ing up the idea initially, 
and after taking it for 
a spin and catching his 
breath, he gave it two 
thumbs up. "I went and 
bounced on it, and it 
was awesome. I said I 
would be first. But I had 
to run," he laughed. "It 
was fun. I haven't been 
on one of those things 
in a long time, probably 
since I was their age," 
he said, pointing to the 
children.

"I'm very proud of 
it, and I hope the res-
idents appreciate it 
and that it can stay in 
great shape for a long 
time. I think it will be 
a great addition to Fes-
tival Park, which keeps 
getting better and bet-
ter. I'm grateful for all 
the work that went into 
getting this here," said 
Chauvet. He called the 
corporate sponsors fan-
tastic and said they've 
always been great to 
work with, whether at 
Festival Park, the Allan 
& Jean Millar Centre 
or Eastlink Park. "We 
are very grateful to 
have such good people 
and great sponsors, and 
hats off to the Town for 
putting it together."

Mayor Pickard said 
the Jumbo Jumper also 
helps with physical fit-
ness. "You should be 
able to have fun and 
stay fit and healthy and 
get outside and enjoy 
it. This is just another 
contribution from our 
many corporate spon-
sors that make our 
community great."

Spivak also tried the 
new bouncy toy fol-
lowing the ribbon cut-
ting and said it made 
him feel like a kid 
again. "It brings a pret-

ty big smile to my face 
to see them enjoying it. 
When I pulled up here 
and seen all the kids 
on it, I was like, yup, 
I want to be five years 
old again, ha-ha."

Spivak said he was 
glad to see the project 
come to fruition. "It's 
a great addition to an 
already great facility, 
and hopefully, it'll give 
the kids some extra 
things to do and draw 
them out. It's inclusive. 
There are no bound-
aries up here. Anyone 
can come out and have 
some fun. It should be 
a good addition to the 
community and the 
park."

Spivak said Pembi-
na likes to be involved 
in the community and 
supporting events and 
projects, like the Jum-
bo Jumper, because of 
the company's values. 
"Most of, if not all of, 
our employees work, 
live and play in the 
area. We all have kids 
and families in the area 
or are looking to start 
families in the area, 
and this solidifies our 
footprint of being up-
standing community 
citizens. None of Al-
berta's communities, 
cities and towns were 
built without the sup-
port of all the people 
who work and play in 
the area. Whitecourt 
has been a great com-
munity to bring our 
kids up in, and I think 
that's important, and 
those values are true to 
everyone in the compa-
ny."

From the big kids 
to the little kids, the 
Jumbo Jumper is a fun 
way to be active, get 
the blood pumping and 
bring out the inevita-
ble laughs that come as 
you bounce on it. Town 
crews worked incred-
ibly hard to complete 
the project before Can-
ada Day weekend.

continued from page 10
Joe Spivak, with Pembina, said 

he felt like a five-year-old again.

Councillor 
Chauvet had a blast 
jumping with the 
children.

Mayor Tom Pickard and Joe Spivak from Pembina cut the ribbon.
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Eagle River Casino & Travel Plaza Now 
Hiring Casino Shift Manager NOC 62022 

Responsibilities:  

• Co-ordinate, assign and review the work of casino workers 
• Establish work schedules and procedures and co-ordinate activities with other work units or departments 
• Resolve work-related problems and prepare and submit progress and other reports 
• Hire and train staff in job duties, safety procedures, and company policies 
• Requisition of supplies and materials 
• Ensure smooth operation of computer systems, equipment, and machinery, and arrange for maintenance 

and repair work 
• May perform the same duties as workers supervised 
• Perform the same duties as workers supervised 
• Assist clients/guests with special needs 
• Co-ordinate, assign and review work 
• Ensure smooth operation of computer systems, equipment, and machinery, and arrange for maintenance 

and repair work 
• Establish work schedules and procedures and co-ordinate activities with other work units or departments 
• Hire and train staff in job duties, safety procedures, and company policies 
• Requisition materials and supplies 
• Resolve work-related problems and prepare and submit progress and other reports.

QQuuaalliiffiiccaattiioonnss::  
• Completion of secondary school is usually required. 
• Completion of college courses related to the area supervised may be required. 
• Experience in the occupation supervised is usually required. 
• AGLC casino gaming license will be required. 
• Must be able complete Smart training courses 
• AML certificate  

 
EExxppeerriieennccee:: 3 – 5 years. 
EEdduuccaattiioonn:: Completion of secondary school is required, casino gaming license. 
TTeerrmmss  ooff  EEmmppllooyymmeenntt: Permanent full-time 44-hour work week. 
LLaanngguuaaggee:: English 
EEmmppllooyymmeenntt  CCoonnddiittiioonnss: Shift work, Day, Evenings, Weekends, Holidays, Nights. 
WWaaggee:: $23.08 per hour. 
BBeenneeffiittss  PPaacckkaaggee:: Vision, Dental, and Health after a 90-day probation period. 
LLooccaattiioonn: Twp.Rd.602A, Hwy 32 North, Whitecourt, AB Canada. 
AAddddrreessss::  EEaaggllee  RRiivveerr  CCaassiinnoo  &&  TTrraavveell  PPllaazzaa P.O Box 10 Whitecourt, Alberta Canada T7S-1N3. 
CCoonnttaacctt:: 780-779-2727 or Fax 780-706-7451 
VViissiitt  oouurr  WWeebbssiittee: www.eaglerivercasino.ca 
HHooww  ttoo  AAppppllyy:: Send resume to HR@eaglerivercasino.ca, mail or fax. 

 

 

 

 Eagle River Casino & Travel Plaza 
Now Hiring Security Guard Supervisor NOC 62029 

Responsibilities:  

• Co-ordinate, assign and review the work of 
security guards and other service workers 
not elsewhere classified 

• Establish work schedules and procedures 
and co-ordinate activities with other work 
units or departments 

• Resolve work-related problems and prepare 
and submit progress and other reports 

• Hire and train staff in job duties, safety 
procedures, and company policies 

• Requisition of supplies and materials 
• Ensure smooth operation of computer 

systems, equipment, and machinery, and 
arrange for maintenance and repair work 

• Monitor quality and production levels 
• May perform the same duties as workers 

supervised. 
• Arrange for maintenance and repair work 
• Assist clients/guests with special needs 

• Co-ordinate activities with other work units 
or departments 

• Ensure smooth operation of computer 
equipment and machinery 

• Establish work schedules and procedures 
• Handle emergency situations 
• Monitor quality and production levels 
• Prepare and submit progress and other 

reports 
• Requisition or order materials, equipment, 

and supplies 
• Resolve work-related problems 
• Supervise the operation of mechanical 

equipment and machinery 
• Supervise, co-ordinate and schedule (and 

possibly review) activities of workers 
• Train staff/workers in job duties, safety 

procedures, and company policies.

QQuuaalliiffiiccaattiioonnss::  
• Completion of college courses related to the area supervised may be required. 
• Experience in the occupation supervised is usually required. 
• Certification or licensing AGLC. 
• Must be able to complete Smart training course 
• Must have a valid driver’s license class 5 
• Must be able to complete AML. 

 
 

EExxppeerriieennccee:: 2 – 3 years. 
EEdduuccaattiioonn:: Completion of secondary school an asset. 
TTeerrmmss  ooff  EEmmppllooyymmeenntt: Permanent full-time 44-hour work week. 
LLaanngguuaaggee:: English 
EEmmppllooyymmeenntt  CCoonnddiittiioonnss: Shift work, Day, Evenings, Weekends, Holidays, Nights. 
WWaaggee:: $20.77 per hour.  
BBeenneeffiittss  PPaacckkaaggee:: Vision, Dental, Health after 90-day probation period. 
LLooccaattiioonn: Twp.Rd.602A, Hwy 32 North, Whitecourt, AB Canada. 
AAddddrreessss::  EEaaggllee  RRiivveerr  CCaassiinnoo  &&  TTrraavveell  PPllaazzaa P.O Box 10 Whitecourt, Alberta Canada T7S-1N3    
CCoonnttaacctt:: 780-779-2727 or Fax 780-706-7451  
VViissiitt  oouurr  WWeebbssiittee: www.eaglerivercasino.ca    
HHooww  ttoo  AAppppllyy:: Send resume to HR@eaglerivercasino.ca, mail or fax 

Shift Incentive for Overnights

Please visit www.whitecourt.ca for all 
employment opportunities and details 
on how to apply.

If you enjoy a fast-paced, progressive work environment and 
you have a passion for serving the local community- then this 
may be the opportunity for you! We believe that our values of 
diversity, collaboration, innovation and mutual respect bring 
out the best in our team, and we are currently looking to fi ll the 
following positions:

• Job# 23-027, AJMC Finance Clerk II, Permanent, 
Part-time Position. 

• Job#: 23-028, Arena Labourers, Casual Positions.

Dollar Values as of July 5, 2023

One Canadian Dollar = 0.75 US Dollar
at an exchange rate of 0.755 (using nominal rate).

Money Matters

Letter to the Editor policy
The Press welcomes readers to write letters to the 
Editor. A maximum of 300 words is preferred but not 
necessary. Letters must carry a first name or two 
initials with surname and include an address and 
daytime telephone number. All letters are subject to 
editing. Please email letters to wctpress@telus.net.
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 Eagle River Casino & Travel Plaza  
Now Hiring Cashiers NOC 65100 

Responsibilities:  

• Greet customers 
• Receive and process payments by cash, 

cheque, credit card, or automatic debit 
• Provide information to customers 
• Calculate foreign currency exchange 
• Calculate total payments received at end of 

work shift and reconcile with total sales 
• Verify the age of customers when selling 

lottery tickets, alcohol or tobacco products 
• Operate cash register 
• Process money, cheques, and credit/debit 

card payments 

• Scan Items 
• Tabulate total payment for goods or services 

required 
• Receive payment for goods or services 
• Calculate daily/shift payments received and 

reconcile them with total sales 
• Suggestive selling 
• Provide excellent customer service 
• Assist customers with self-service items 
• Participate in promotional activities 

 
QQuuaalliiffiiccaattiioonnss::  

• Some secondary school education is usually required. High school graduation may be required by some 
employers. 

• Eligibility for bonding may be required. 
• A casino gaming license may be required for cashiers working in gambling casinos. 
• Must be able to complete Smart training courses 
• Must be able to complete AML 

  
EExxppeerriieennccee:: 2 – 3 years, or we will train. 
EEdduuccaattiioonn:: Some post-secondary, high school may require. 
TTeerrmmss  ooff  EEmmppllooyymmeenntt: Permanent full-time 40-hour work week. 
LLaanngguuaaggee:: English 
EEmmppllooyymmeenntt  CCoonnddiittiioonnss: Shift work, Day, Evenings, Weekends, Holidays, Nights. 
WWaaggee:: $15.00 per hour. 
BBeenneeffiittss  PPaacckkaaggee:: Vision, Dental, Health after 90-day probation period. 
LLooccaattiioonn: Twp.Rd.602A, Hwy 32 North, Whitecourt, AB Canada. 
AAddddrreessss:: Eagle River Casino & Travel Plaza P.O Box 10 Whitecourt, Alberta Canada T7S-1N3 
CCoonnttaacctt:: 780-779-2727 or Fax 780-706-7451 
VViissiitt  oouurr  WWeebbssiittee: www.eaglerivercasino.ca 
HHooww  ttoo  AAppppllyy:: Send resume to HR@eaglerivercasino.ca, mail or fax 

 

 

 

 Eagle River Casino & Travel Plaza 
Now Hiring Surveillance Supervisor NOC 62029 

Responsibilities:  

• Completes routine surveillance of the gaming floor identifying potential problems, such as poor game 
protection, suspicious individuals, and acting as a support unit to other departments in relation to the 
protection of company assets. 

• Maintains accurate logs of all procedure violations or completing reviews of all material that is pertinent 
to site operations. 

• Always maintain awareness of gaming operation and comply with security policies and procedures to 
secure company assets. 

• This position requires the ability to communicate clearly, deal tactfully and work effectively with Eagle 
River Casino & Travel Plaza, staff, and management. 

• Ensure smooth operation of computer systems, equipment, and machinery, and arrange for maintenance 
and repair work. 

• Monitor quality and production levels. 
• Resolve work-related problems and prepare and submit progress and other reports 
• May perform the same duties as workers supervised. 
• Handle emergency situations. 
• Monitor quality and production levels. 

QQuuaalliiffiiccaattiioonnss::  
• Completion of college courses related to the area supervised may be required. 
• Completion of secondary school is usually required. 
• Possesses detailed knowledge of casino table games, slots, poker policies, cash/slot cage, and count room 

policies and procedures. 
• For this position you will be required to sit for long periods with computer monitors. 
• Experience in the occupation supervised is usually required. 
• Certification or licensing AGLC. 
• Must be able to complete Smart training course 
• Must have a valid driver’s license class 5 
• Must be able to complete AML. 

 
 

EExxppeerriieennccee:: 2 – 3 years. 
EEdduuccaattiioonn:: Completion of secondary school an asset. 
TTeerrmmss  ooff  EEmmppllooyymmeenntt: Permanent full-time 44-hour work week. 
LLaanngguuaaggee:: English 
EEmmppllooyymmeenntt  CCoonnddiittiioonnss: Shift work, Day, Evenings, Weekends, Holidays, Nights. 
WWaaggee:: $20.77 per hour.  
BBeenneeffiittss  PPaacckkaaggee:: Vision, Dental, Health after 90-day probation period. 
LLooccaattiioonn: Twp.Rd.602A, Hwy 32 North, Whitecourt, AB Canada. 
AAddddrreessss::  EEaaggllee  RRiivveerr  CCaassiinnoo  &&  TTrraavveell  PPllaazzaa P.O Box 10 Whitecourt, Alberta Canada T7S-1N3    
CCoonnttaacctt:: 780-779-2727 or Fax 780-706-7451  
VViissiitt  oouurr  WWeebbssiittee: www.eaglerivercasino.ca    
HHooww  ttoo  AAppppllyy:: Send resume to HR@eaglerivercasino.ca, mail or fax 

Tips to stay safe 
as temperatures 
rise this summer

Alberta Health Ser-
vices reminds Alber-
tans to take some sim-
ple precautions in the 
heat so you can safely 
enjoy outdoor activities 
this summer. 

Heat stress is primar-
ily due to three main 
factors: UVA and UVB 
radiation, temperature 
and humidity. People 
can be affected by heat 
stress in several ways, 
from mild to life-threat-
ening. Young children, 
older adults, and peo-
ple with chronic health 
conditions are at the 
highest risk. Young, 
healthy people partici-
pating in strenuous ac-
tivity and those work-
ing outdoors during the 
heat may also be at risk. 
If your body tempera-
ture gets too high, you 
can get heat-related ill-
nesses. Heat stroke is 
a life-threatening med-
ical emergency and 
requires medical at-
tention as soon as pos-
sible. For emergencies, 
visit your nearest local 
emergency department 
or call 911.  

Prior to leaving 
home, check the air 
quality, humidity and 
for any forecasted heat 
warnings. If you’re try-
ing to keep cool: 
• Use air conditioning if 

possible. If you don’t 
have air conditioning, 
go into the basement 
or visit a cool location, 
such as a shopping 
centre or library. 

• Close your blinds or 
curtains, and use aw-
nings and shutters. 

• Do activities early or 
later in the day when 
it is cooler. 

• Try to avoid strenu-
ous activities. 

• Take frequent breaks 
and seek shade. 

• Drink lots of water 
and other non-alco-
holic, non-caffeinat-
ed beverages to stay 
hydrated.  
Protect your skin 

from the sun. If you are 

planning on being out-
doors: 
• Apply a sunscreen 

that screens out UVA 
and UVB rays and 
has a sun protection 
factor (SPF) of 30 or 
higher. Apply it 20 
minutes before going 
outside and reapply 
frequently. 

• Wear a wide-
brimmed hat and 
sunglasses (with a 
UVA/UVB CSA cer-
tified seal). 

• Wear light-coloured 
long-sleeved shirts 
and pants that cover 
skin. 
Keep a close eye on 

babies and children and 
check in on loved ones, 
especially those who 
may be socially isolat-
ed or live in un-aircon-
ditioned housing, to see 
how they are coping. 

Know your options 
so you can get the right 
care when you need it. 
Health Link at 811 pro-
vides 24/7 health ad-
vice and information. 
Other options include 
your family doctor, am-
bulatory care and fami-
ly care clinics, walk-in 
clinics and your local 
pharmacy. Visit ahs.
ca/options for more 
info. For emergencies, 
visit your nearest local 
emergency department 
or call 911.  

Alberta Health Ser-
vices is the provincial 
health authority re-
sponsible for planning 
and delivering health 
supports and services 
for more than four mil-
lion adults and children 
living in Alberta. Our 
mission is to provide a 
patient-focused, quali-
ty health system that is 
accessible and sustain-
able for all Albertans. 
Our current focus is on 
reducing emergency 
department wait-times, 
improving EMS re-
sponse times, increas-
ing access to surgeries, 
and improving patient 
flow. 
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Auctioneers
License
#337991

Live Estate sale for Fredrick Stanley Sawyer

780-728-5803 | pattersonsauctions@live.com

LIVE SALE NO RESERVES
ALL ITEMS ARE SUBJECT TO 
ADDITONS OR DELETIONS

Absentee bidding forms are available
Lunch will be available

5 % admin fee
Some items subject to GST

SALE WILL BEGIN AT 10 AM ON JULY 22nd

PLEASE CALL DON AT 780-728-5803 
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONSIF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS

DIRECTIONS:
 Turn North off of Hwy 43 onto Hwy 658. 7km 
to Blue Ridge. Go 13 km north of Blue Ridge 

on Hwy 658 to range road 95B turn west. 2 km 
to sale site look for signs. 

Whitecourt has ter-
minated the State of 
Local Emergency 
(SOLE) that was is-
sued on June 20, 2023. 
The SOLE allowed the 
Town of Whitecourt to 
evacuate areas of the 
community that were 
affected by high water 
levels on the Athabas-
ca and McLeod Rivers.

Whitecourt will be 
providing support to a 
provincially-lead proj-

ect that proposes to 
construct a fireguard 
to protect critical infra-
structure in Whitecourt 
and Woodlands Coun-
ty. Fireguards create 
a break in forest fuels 
driving wildfire; con-
struction of a fireguard 
surrounding White-
court would reduce the 
threat of wildfire in our 
community.

The 2023 20-Year 
Capital and Major 

Maintenance Plan 
has been adopted. 
The Plan, which in-
cludes 138 projects, 
pro- vides a vision for 
the long-term develop-
ment of Whitecourt’s 
infrastructure; land 
development; parks 
and trails; and, build- 
ing and recreational/
cultural facilities to 
meet the needs of our 
growing community. 
The Plan incorporates 
projects and timelines 
identified through 
engineering studies, 
planning sessions, 
workshops, budget de-

liberations, and public 
engage- ment activities. 
The Plan is available 
to view at www.white-
court.ca/your-town.

The annual review 
of Off-Site Levies is 
complete and, based on 
the study, rates will be 
changing as of January 
1, 2024. Off-Site Lev-

ies are a cost recovery 
tool that help pay for 
infrastructure projects 
that allow the commu-
nity to grow, including 
roads, and water and 
sewage treatment.

As part of White-
court’s Assessment 
Management Plan im-
plementation, White-

court has adopted an 
Asset Management 
Policy which outlines 
the responsibilities of 
Council and adminis-
tration. Asset manage-
ment helps municipali-
ties manage municipal 
infrastructure assets 
and make better invest-
ment decisions.

Woodlands County 
Council discussed the 
following items at their 
recent special meeting 
of Council:

Council approved the 
following supports for 
property owners affect-
ed by flooding in Wood-
lands County:

• Tipping fees at the 
Whitecourt Re-
gional Landfill are 
waived. Property 
owners who ex-
perience property 
damage caused by 
the floods can bring 
garbage and debris 
to the landfill until 

July 10, 2023, at no 
charge.

• Large refuse con-
tainers will be 
placed on Flats Rd, 
Old Ferry Loop 
East, Cutbanks Rd 
West, Cutbanks Rd 
East, Twp Rd 595 
west of the Town 

of Whitecourt 
boundary near West 
Mountain Road, and 
Fort Assiniboine.

• Property owners 
who experienced 
loss or damaged 
structures that need 
replacement will 
have their Devel-

opment Permit fees 
waived until No-
vember 30, 2023.

The next scheduled 
meetings are Gover-
nance & Priorities Com-
mittee on Wednesday, 
July 12, 6:00 pm and 
Council meeting on 
Wednesday, July 19, 

2023, 9:30 am. Meet-
ings are held in-person 
at the Municipal Of-
fice in Whitecourt and 
streamed on the Wood-
lands County YouTube 
channel. Agenda pack-
ages are available on the 
Woodlands County Civ-
icWeb Portal.

Whitecourt Town 
Council updates

Development Type 2023 Off-Site Levy Rate 2024 Off-Site Levy Rate

Residential

Single Family Dwelling 
Units

$4,586/dwelling unit $4,710/dwelling unit

Multi-Family Dwelling 
Units

$1,997/dwelling unit $2,051/dwelling unit

Non-Residential $53,446/hectare $54,888/hectare

Woodlands County Council recap
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Odds of a child becoming 
a top fashion designer: 1 in 7,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed
with autism: 1 in 110

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autisms peaks.org

Some signs to look for:

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

© 2010 Autism Speaks Inc. “Autism Speaks” and “It’s Time To Listen” & design are trademarks owned by Autism Speaks Inc. All rights reserved.

Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858

A locally owned and family operated 
newspaper serving Whitecourt

& &

The Press is printed on high quality newsprint using 
vegetable based ink. We encourage you to share, save, 

reuse, rehash & recycle.

Published every Tuesday

The PressThe Press

Business Opportunities
FOR SALE: Successful, 
popular print publication 
with large, well-established 
western Canada readership. 
Small production team re-
quired. Ideal for owner-op-
erators or integrating into 
existing print media opera-
tions. Serious inquiries only. 
Contact: erin@mbacpa.ca.

Coming Events
FIREARMS WANTED FOR 
OUR 2023 AUCTION PRO-
GRAM: Rifles, Shotguns, 
Handguns, Antiques, Mili-
taria, Collections, Estates, 
Single Items. For Auction, or 
Possible Purchase: Toll-Free 
1-800-694-2609, Email Us 
@ sales@switzersauction.
com or Visit Us @ www.
switzersauction.com.

Employment 
Opportunities

GET YOUR MESSAGE 
SEEN ACROSS Alberta. The 
Blanket Classifieds or Value 
Ads reach over 600,000 Al-
berta readers weekly. Two 
options starting at $269 or 
$799 to get your message 
out! Auctions, Employment 
Opportunities, Feed and 
Seed, For Sale, etc. Peo-
ple are increasingly staying 
home and rely on their local 
newspapers for information. 
KEEP people in the loop 
with our 80 plus Weekly 
Community Newspapers. 
Call THIS NEWSPAPER now 
or email classifieds@awna.
com for details. 1-800-282-
6903, 780-434-8746 X225. 
www.awna.com.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN 

EQUIPMENT IS HIRING: 
Parts Technicians, Service 
Managers, Agriculture & 
Heavy Equipment Techs - 
Journeyman, Apprentices 
and Sales roles. View Open 
Roles www.rockymtn.com/
careers. Possible Relocation 
and Signing Bonus Offered .

Feed and Seed
ALBERTA FEED GRAIN: 
Buying Oats, Barley, Wheat, 
Canola, Peas, Screenings, 
Mixed Grains. Dry, Wet, 
Heated, or Spring Thresh. 
Prompt Payment. In House 
Trucks, In House Excre-
ta Cleaning. Vac Rental. 
1-888-483-8789.

WE BUY DAMAGED 
GRAIN - Heated, Mixed, 
Tough, Light, Bugs, Spring 

Thrashed....Barley, Wheat, 
Oats, Peas, Flax, Canola. "On 
Farm Pickup". Westcan Feed 
& Grain 1-877-250-5252.

Health
HIP/KNEE REPLACEMENT. 
Other medical conditions 
causing TROUBLE WALK-
ING or DRESSING? The 
Disability Tax Credit allows 
for $3,000 yearly tax credit 
and $30,000 lump sum re-
fund. Take advantage of this 
offer. Apply NOW; quickest 
refund Nationwide: Expert 
help. 1-844-453-5372.

Real Estate
LOOKING TO INVEST IN 
REAL ESTATE to accommo-
date the College/Universi-
ty Student in your family? 
•Edmonton •Red Deer 

•Calgary •Lethbridge. Call/ 
Text/ Email Dan Rizzoli at 
Maxwell Devonshire Realty 
780-940-6508; drizzoli@
maxwellrealty.ca.

Services
CRIMINAL RECORD? Why 
suffer employment/licens-
ing loss? Travel/business 
opportunities? Be embar-
rassed? Think: Criminal Par-
don. US entry waiver. Re-
cord purge. File destruction. 
Free consultation. 1-800-
347-2540. www.accessle-
galmjf.com.

GET BACK ON TRACK! Bad 
credit? Bills? Unemployed? 
Need Money? We Lend! If 
you own your own home - 
you qualify. Pioneer Accep-
tance Corp. Member BBB. 

1-877-987-1420. www.
pioneerwest.com.

Services
PRIVATE MORTGAGE 
LENDER. All real estate 
types considered. No cred-
it checks done. Deal direct 
with lender and get quick 
approval. Toll free 1-866-
405-1228 www.firstand-
secondmortgages.ca.

Wanted
BUYING LARGE 
AMOUNTS OF COINS & 
COIN COLLECTIONS! Pur-
chasing ENTIRE COLLEC-
TIONS & accumulations. 
Also buying bullion, jewel-
ry, scrap, nuggets, sterling, 
gold, silver, platinum, es-
tate collections  +++ TODD 
250-864-3521.



Sales & Service Directory

Thank you to all those loving 
families who've adopted the 

pets at the Whitecourt Vet Clinic. 

Whitecourt Veterinary 
Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave

Call Des: 780-779-8546

• Licensed Journeyman Mechanic
• Serving Whitecourt and surrounding 

area for more than 12 years
• Body, Chassis & Electrical 

Diagnostics
• Shop Rate $90.00/hr. 

https://www.furnitureden.ca
4807 - 50 Avenue Whitecourt, AB 

We're there 
where you need 

us most!

Providing Traffic 
Control and Piloting

Road Monitoring 
& Radar Services

Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties

780-865-5815

• Traffic Control 
Personnel

• Provide service for 
emergency lane or road 

closures
• Construction 
zzone set ups

DEBT PROBLEMS??? 
780-424-9944

FREE Consultation
www.DEBTFREE.ca

A.C. Waring 
& Associates Inc. 

 Licensed Insolvency Trustee 
Trustee in Bankruptcy

Foreclosure Fear?
Wage Garnishment?

Call Us.  Talk to Us.  We can help you NOW.

Bank Loan Recalled?
Mortgage/Rent Arrears?

MICHAEL EPP 
Partner

CPA, CA, CMA

TERRY ST. LAURENT
Partner

 CPA, CGA, CA

AMANDA LIND
Associate
CPA, CA

METRIXGROUP.CA

Fox Creek/Whitecourt/La Crete
T: 780-778-3091 T: 780-928-9525

Edmonton
T: 780-489-9606

Toll Free: 1-877-489-9606

Lloydminster
T: 780-875-7433

Evansburg
T: 780-727-2017

Fort Saskatchewan
T: 780-992-0266

Accounting Tax Estates and Trusts Consulting Audit and
Review Engagements

Contract
Controllership

4927 – 51st Avenue, PO Box 328, Whitecourt, AB T7S 1N5

Amanda Lind, CPA, CA will be in the Fox Creek office (20 Commercial Court) 
every Wednesday. To set up an appointment please contact our Whitecourt office.

KOSTYK ROOFINGTop Quality 
Since 1999

 Call or text 
780-778-8713 

WCB & Liability Insurance

Ask about superior roof products that we can 
o�er for a long lasting roof and curb appeal

“It’s the small things that count” Quality 
before Quantity. Call for a free estimate
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