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Have you spotted a Love Your Yard sign yet? Communities 
in Bloom volunteers have been busy planting signs in front 
yards throughout the municipality. Here's a look at some of 
the downtown Love Your Yard winners. Next week, we will 
showcase some from uptown. See story page 6. 

Twinkly lights on Allan Place.

‘Love Your Yard’ 
signs showcase the 
blooming beauty of 

Whitecourt

A pretty ladybug and 
friends on Harold's Hollow.
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Scan the QR-Code to visit 
the project homepage.

Black Bear Power Plant Project
Comments Invited 

What is happening? 

July 25, 2024 — Kiwetinohk Energy Corp. is proposing the Black Bear Power 
Plant Project, a new power plant located near Swan Hills, Alberta.

The Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC) invites Indigenous 
Peoples and the public to review the summary of the Initial Project Description 
and provide comments on the proposed project. This feedback will help IAAC 
prepare a summary of issues that will be given to the proponent. 

Visit the project homepage on the Canadian Impact Assessment Registry 
(reference number 88747) to:

How can I participate?

Have a question?

Write to us at BlackBear@iaac-aeic.gc.ca or visit IAAC’s website at 
canada.ca/iaac.

For media inquiries: media@iaac-aeic.gc.ca or 343-549-3870.

●   Submit your comments online by 11:59 
p.m. on August 14, 2024. All comments 
will be published to the registry.

●   Find information on participant funding, 
which will be available to eligible 
participants during this comment period. 
details will be announced shortly on the 
Registry.

●   Join a virtual information session to learn 
more about the project and the impact 
assessment process.

Scan the QR-Code to visit 
the project homepage.
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HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
sloaneDonation for a cause

During the Whitecourt and District Chamber of Commerce 
Fresh Community Market event on Saturday, held in the Staples 
parking lot, the Whitecourt Air Cadet 721 Hawk Squadron held a 
fundraiser to support its upcoming season. The Chamber invites 
local non-profit groups to sell food items, like a barbeque, to help 
raise funds to support the services and programming groups 
offer. Several youths from the 721 Hawks were in attendance, 
along with parent volunteers, to feed market goers burgers 
and hot dogs, raising over $600 during the 9 am to 1 pm event. 
Mike Bates, co-owner of Mike and Rebecca's No Frills, was in 
attendance and was presented (pictured) with a framed cadet 
portrait to thank him and Rebecca for supporting the club. 
They generously donated everything the squadron needed for 
a successful BBQ, from burgers and hot dogs to trimmings and 
even the plates and napkins! Whitecourt Transport donated 
its large tent, and ChampionX donated the use of its massive 
barbecue, making it all possible. Now that's community support!

Mike Bates (No Frills), with his framed 'thank you' picture, 
alongside several cadets.

Air Cadet BBQ.
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Supporting growth in Whitecourt since 1922,  
we salute our not-for-profit community. 
Millar Western Forest Products Ltd. 
a resourceful company 

Your only LOCAL carrier serving the Community since 1950
Proud supporter of 

our local Organizations
780-778-2226

This page is sponsored by:

5027 - 51 Avenue, Open: Monday to Friday 10am - 4pm 780-396-8777

Offering support services for marginalized individuals
• Outreach worker, laundry and shower facilities 

by appt • Tax program & Bag Lunch Program

Soaring Eagle Support Society
"Serving the community for over 30 years"

The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food  
in order to help families in need. 

Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm
Phone: 780-778-2341

Located within the Carlan Services Community Centre
The Whitecourt Food Bank is operated by the Town of 
Whitecourt Food Bank Coordinator and dependent on 

volunteers to operate. The Food Bank relies on donations 
of cash or food from individuals and organizations. Local 
grocery stores drop off baked goods including bread and 

pastries weekly. Other corporations and schools  
schedule food drives throughout the year.

Open: Mon, Wed, & Fri 11 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Phone: 780-778-2341

Providing timely and 
easily accessible financial 

support for Whitecourt 
patients and their families 

who are dealing with a 
cancer diagnosis.

This can include help with parking costs for hospital visits, living 
expenses and unforeseen medical expenses. Applications can 

be made through the Drs at both Whitecourt Medical Clinics or 
(office hours, can leave a message): 

Kim Nendsa (President of Whitecourt  
Cancer & Wellness Society) 780-778-0932

Aimee Grierson 780-262-0222 
https://wctcancerwellness.com/

**Monthly meetings have been postponed due to COVID-19

WHITECOURT GROUP OF  
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS

All meetings are in person and online (hybrid) 
• Mondays 7:00pm
• Wednesdays 7:30pm

Meetings held at the Family Worship Center  
upstairs.
ZOOM ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude

Support group on Tuesdays 6:30pm - 8:30 pm,  
starting September 17, 2024 at Crossroads  

Community Church, 4419 44 Ave, Mayerthorpe.
$35 includes 12 weekly sessions. 

Pre-register by calling 780-786-2533.

The PressThe Press
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Here’s How It Works: 
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

(March 21 - April 20)

(April 21 - May 21)

(May 22 - June 21)

(June 22 - July 22)

(July 23 - August 23)

(August 24 - September 22)

(September 23 - October 23)

(October 24 - November 22)

(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)

(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)

(January 21 - February 18)

(February 19 - March 20)

ARIES

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

HOROSCOPECROSSWORDSSUDOKU
Your feelings this week may not be entirely 
trustworthy, Aries. You could end up worrying 
for nothing, and being pulled into difficult situ-
ations for the wrong reasons.

Taurus, if you are feeling a little lost these 
days, it could be that you need a change in per-
spective and location to help you get inspired. 
Plan a short trip to recharge.

You cannot serve as mediator or help friends es-
tablish harmony if you are all over the emotional 
map, Gemini. Work your way through your emo-
tions before offering to help.

Cancer, you may be so caught up in a specific 
vision for the future that you are not open to 
new ideas that are equally beneficial and pos-
sible. Be more receptive to what others offer.

Leo, once you give a certain plan a little more 
thought you may determine it isn’t worth 
your time right now. Perhaps you’ve been 
building this idea up in your head. 

Virgo, you are eager to share your ideas and 
vision with others, but right now the au-
dience isn’t as receptive as you would have 
hoped. Do not give up.

Libra, you have a way of doing things, and 
right now you’re not ready to deviate from 
that routine. With time you may be able to 
branch out and try a new approach.

People are receptive to your words and you 
often speak with assertiveness Scorpio. Do not 
let this go to your head, though. Aspire to be 
humble while exhibiting confidence.

Sagittarius, this is one of those weeks 
when you can get into trouble if you let 
your emotions be the driving force be-
hind your actions. 

This is your week to really shine, Capricorn. 
Let others know what you’re made of, but be 
sure you do not do something at another per-
son’s expense just to get ahead.

Aquarius, if you do not like the course you 
are on, you have the ability to change things 
whenever you want. Nothing is set in stone at 
this point, so start dreaming up new ideas.

Pisces, there are so many ways you can be 
creative and express yourself. This is a week 
of true inspiration and exploration. Nothing 
is off-limits if you desire it.

Crossword Clues
CLUES ACROSS
  1. Nasal mucus
  5. Hairs on the back of 
a dog
 11. Ones who build anew
 14. Consume too much 
food
 15. Praised
 18. Provides weapons
 19. Become less lively
 21. Engine additive
 23. Thought or 
suggestion
 24. South Korean city
 28. Midday rests
 29. Expression of acidity 
or alkalinity
 30. Group of rockers
 32. Very fast airplane
 33. One who is paid to 
do something

 35. Buzzing insect 
 36. Monotheistic religion 
founder
 39. Strong dark beer
 41. Blood type
 42. Square measures
 44. Honorific titles in NW 
Semitic languages
 46. Present
 47. Afflict in mind or 
body
 49. Duty
 52. Municipality in 
Stockholm
 56. In a normal way
 58. Rode a bicycle
 60. Charitable
 62. Verandas
 63. Uncredited
CLUES DOWN
 1. No seats available

  2. Russian river
  3. A European river
  4. Phrase
  5. Idol
  6. Keyboard key
  7. Prefix indicating 
mutual
  8. Kilometers per hour
  9. Set an example
 10. It’s among the 
“Great” ones
 12. VVV
 13. Murdered
 16. Icelandic poems
 17. Seas
 20. Famed cartoonist
 22. Partner to “Ma”
 25. Equal to one 
quintillion bytes
 26. Speak incessantly
 27. Disquiet
 29. Parts per billion 
(abbr.)
 31. Upper-class young 

woman (abbr.) 
 34. S. American plant
 36. Monetary unit of 
Thailand
 37. Regions
 38. Baseball legend Yogi
 40. Ancient Egyptian 
notion of spiritual part of 
humans
 43. Fishing net
 45. Tinseltown
 48. MacBeth’s wife was 
one
 50. Took a spill
 51. Adversary to pets
 53. Town in Galilee
 54. Secret racist society 
(slang)
 55. About aviation
 57. Longing or yearning
 58. Hawaiian dish
 59. Field force unit
 61. Partner to “Pa”

WORDS
AMUSEMENTS
ARCADE
BAND

CARNIVAL
CAROUSEL
CONCESSIONS
CONTEST

CORNDOG
DANCING
FAIR
FERRIS WHEEL

FIFTY-FIFTY
FUNNEL CAKE
GATE
JAMBOREE

LAUGHTER
LEMONADE
LIVESTOCK
MERRIMENT

PERFORMANCE
POPCORN
RIDES
THRILLS
TICKETS



PUTTING A FACE ON SUICIDE
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Are you or someone you know being bullied?

Toll Free, open 24 hours per day, seven days per week

SPONSORED BY

Tri-Logging 
is against 
bullying

Every 40 seconds somewhere around the 
world someone dies by suicide, that’s 99 

people every 66 minutes. Every day, that’s 
almost 100 people in the United States alone, 

and over 2160 worldwide. Putting a Face 
on Suicide (PAFOS) is a suicide awareness 
project that creates posters and videos to 

pay tribute to those we have lost to suicide 
with dignity and respect. PAFOS humanizes 
the daunting statistics; lovingly replacing 

numbers with faces.

The PressThe Press
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‘Love Your Yard’ signs showcase 
the blooming beauty of Whitecourt

Signs that say Love 
Your Yard have been 
popping up in front 
yards throughout the 
community over the 
last month as White-
court Communities 
in Bloom committee 
members make their 
way around town. The 
signs acknowledge res-
idents for putting ef-
fort into their property, 
anything from a small, 
well-kept flower bed to 
fully decked-out land-
scaping and everything 
in between.

“We see that they’re 
doing something. It 
does not have to be 
with thousands of dol-
lars of landscaping and 
flowers, but that they 
took the initiative to 
take care of it. That is 
our main goal. We want 
it to spread and have 
it encourage others to 

want to do more so that 
maybe they are recog-
nized too,” explained 
Bloom Committee 
Chair Jeannine Steinke.

One difference be-
tween these signs and 
previous signs from 
Communities in Bloom 
is that this program is 
not a competition. Pre-
viously, the committee 
had competitions for 
Best Blooming Block 
(signs still remain up 
from past years) and 
awards for residential, 
commercial, apart-
ments and the like. 
However, they do not 
have enough volunteers 
to make a local compe-
tition happen this year. 
Instead, they decided to 
create signs and award 
them throughout the 
community. 

“I actually got the 
idea of the signs from 
Devon. Their Commu-

nities in Bloom com-
mittee does something 
very similar. They 
highlight every house 
and do a little blurb on 
them,” said Steinke. 
She explained that they 
used to highlight yards 
online, but low volun-
teer numbers made that 
hard to do. “We have 
come away from post-
ing a lot on Facebook, 
but we still share a bit 
online and then recog-
nizing yards with the 
signs,” said Steinke.

“The main thing is 
to be able to tell peo-
ple thank you. Thank 
you for taking the time 
to care for this little 
piece of property that 
you have and making 
Whitecourt a better 
place,” she explained. 
As of Wednesday 
last week, there were 
around 30 signs out. 
Steinke said they were 

hoping to put out 50 
total. “We honestly did 
not think we would get 
that many nominations, 
but it has grown so 
much.”

The program start-
ed with the commit-
tee members driving 
around when they had 
time. “It just spiralled 
from there. People call, 
text, and message al-
most daily about yards 
we should check out. 
It’s really cool to see 
the community come 
together with this.” 
Steinke said it’s also 
nice because it seems 
to be inspiring others 
to tidy up. “We are get-
ting people talking and 
getting people thinking 
about cleaning up their 
yards.”

Steinke said that 
next year, the commit-
tee might put together 
swag bags to give to 

homeowners who re-
ceive a Love You Yard 
sign. The bag could in-
clude things similar to 
what they have done in 
the past, including gar-
dening gloves and gar-
dening-related books. 
“We might even do gift 
certificates towards lo-
cal garden centers like 
Thyme to Grow to help 
support those people 
too.”

Any residents who 
love to garden and 
have some time to vol-
unteer are encouraged 
to reach out to the com-
mittee. “People who 
are interested in join-
ing us and helping us 
do things and help us 
make our community 
a better, cleaner, more 
beautiful place, then 
this is the committee to 
join,” said Steinke. The 
committee takes care of 
donation gardens at the 

Community Garden, 
the Heritage Garden at 
the FIC, localized com-
petitions (when able), 
and various workshops, 
including a com-
post-related workshop 
coming soon at the 
Whitecourt Library. “It 
can be taxing if only a 
few people are always 
doing all of the things. 
Having more people 
join us would be won-
derful. I love it, and I 
enjoy it, but I am defi-
nitely exhausted when 
winter comes around,” 
laughed Steinke. “It 
takes manpower and 
time, and we are all 
volunteers.”

Though the White-
court Communities 
in Bloom Committee 
does not have the abil-
ity to put on a local-
ized competition this 

Tiger lilies on Graham Road.Beautiful blues, pinks and purples on Olson Crescent.

Patriotic colours on Lions Crescent.

By Serena Lapointe

continued on page 7
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A character-filled flower bed on Soper Street in the River 
Valley Estates.Butterflies and a flowery bike on Poplar Drive.

Spreading wildfires prompt 
evacuation orders and put 

oil production at risk
With the wildfire sit-

uation worsening and 
reaching Jasper, our 
thoughts go out to ev-
eryone affected and we 
join other Albertans in 
hoping that conditions 
improve quickly.

As of Wednesday 
afternoon, there were 
over 175 active wild-
fires in the province 
and some 17,500 evac-
uees (not including vis-
itors to the Jasper area 
who had other places to 
return to).

The most significant 
impact is the human 
toll of the disruption 
and property loss.

We are monitoring 
the potential economic 
impacts. The situation 
is highly dynamic and 
we don’t have a com-
plete picture, but we 
have some early indica-
tions and past wildfire 

seasons to go on.
Major energy pro-

ducers have put staff 
on high alert and im-
plemented emergency 
response measures. So 
far the actual impact 
on production appears 
minimal, but risks are 
elevated. Suncor in-
dicated that it tempo-
rarily curtailed some 
output at its Firebag 
site. The situation on 
the ground is evolving, 
but some sources state 
that nearly 400,000 
barrels per day (bpd) of 
crude oil equivalent are 
presently at risk based 
on proximity to major 
wildfires. 

Last year, about 
300,000 bpd of crude 
oil equivalent were of-
fline for a period of time 
in May, primarily natu-
ral gas and natural gas 
liquids. Fortunately, 
conditions improved, 

and the disruption was 
relatively short-lived. 
Canadian oil and gas 
output (as measured 
by real GDP) fell about 
4% in May 2023, but 
fully recovered by July. 
All in, the disruption 
to production was es-
timated to shave about 
0.1 percentage points 
from Alberta’s GDP 
growth last year.

But the impacts 
could be much high-
er. The 2016 wildfires 
in the Wood Buffalo 
area provide an indi-
cation of the downside 
risk. The 2016 fires hit 
the major production 
center in Alberta’s oil 
sands region, tempo-
rarily shutting in more 
than a million bpd of 
oil production. That 
year the drop in oil and 
gas GDP was 15% in 
May. The estimated net 
impact to Alberta’s an-

nual GDP growth that 
year was a reduction of 
0.6 percentage points.

Outside of energy 
production and lo-
cal business activity, 
a sector that will be 
deeply impacted by the 
current fires is tourism. 
Jasper National Park 
attracted 2.48 million 

visitors in 2023 includ-
ing 475,000 last July. 
Around 25,000 visi-
tors and residents have 
been forced to evacu-
ate. The entire national 
park is under an evacu-
ation order, which pos-
es a significant threat 
for businesses such as 
hotels and restaurants 

operating out of the 
area and relying heavi-
ly on the busy summer 
months. The latest re-
port is that the wildfire 
has reached the Jasper 
townsite, but the ex-
tent of the damages 
to property and infra-
structure remain un-
known.

ATB ECONOMICS

year, Communities in 
Bloom National does 
and will be coming to 
Whitecourt to judge the 
community on August 
12. “They will be doing 
a tour with us. We will 
see all the homes with 
signs and showcase our 
nice little pockets in 
town and the things we 

want to show off.”
Steinke said residents 

can do a few things to 
help the community 
get the best possible 
score. Mowing lawns 
and cleaning up yards 
before the judge's ar-
rival would be great, 
she said. “Even if store 
owners could clean 
up around their build-
ings and parking lots. 

Taking that extra step 
would be nice.”

She said if residents 
spot vandalism, they 
should call the town of-
fice. “We also have free 
graffiti removal kits at 
the AJMC that we are 
giving out to citizens. 
We would love people to 
use them. Unfortunately, 
it is sad that people have 
to clean up vandalism, 

but we are trying to give 
people the resources to 
do it for free.”

On August 12, Com-
munities in Bloom Na-
tional will join White-
court’s Community in 
Bloom members and a 
member of Town Coun-
cil to travel around the 
community. If residents 
see a bus out front of 
their house, give them 

a wave.
The National Com-

mittee is celebrating 30 
years and has helped 
over 1,000 communi-
ties in that time. The 
comprehensive report 
that judged commu-
nities receive back 
features nearly 80 ele-
ments in seven catego-
ries to provide specific 
suggestions for areas of 

improvement. Bloom 
communities need to 
be judged every three 
years to remain active. 
To join the Whitecourt 
Communities in Bloom 
Committee as a volun-
teer, contact the group 
on their Facebook page 
or call 780-778-3637 
and ask to speak to 
Recreation Manager 
Kelly Sadoway.

continued from page 7

The PressThe Press
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The Freeman River RV Camp (circled) in-between Hwy 33 
(above) and winding river (below).

The Freeman River in Fort Assiniboine is not where it used 
to be, thanks to rising levels that have migrated the river's 
trajectory. Flooding events like last year’s, which split the 
Freeman River RV Park in two, have significantly chewed away 
at the bank, getting it dangerously close to Highway 33. RV 
Map shows previous riverbank (dotted) and current bank (thick 
blue).

River flows before (up) and after (below), taken from same 
vantage.

Freeman River fears prompt 
resident to approach Woodlands 

County Council for help
Located just outside 

Fort Assiniboine, nes-
tled between Highway 
33 Grizzly Trail and 
the Freeman River, lies 
the Freeman River RV 
Park. Owner/operator 
and Fort Assiniboine 
resident Shaneen Be-
auregard has owned the 
park since buying the 
land in 2012 and also 
lives on the land with 
her family.

During a Woodlands 
County Council meet-
ing several weeks back, 
Beauregard expressed 
her grave concerns 
over the movement of 
the Freeman River, its 
encroachment on her 
land, and its eventual 
path towards the high-
way beyond her bor-
der. Beauregard want-
ed Woodlands County 
Council to support 
her by applying to the 
Drought and Flood 
Protection Program to 
secure the banks of the 
Freeman River. As a 
private landowner, she 
could not apply, but the 

municipality could.
Beauregard present-

ed the changes on her 
land over the years, 
including the devas-
tation suffered during 
last year’s flooding 
event, which complete-
ly changed the look 
and functionality of her 
campground. “I have 
expressed the previous 
attempts for support 
throughout the years, 
the displacement of 
my family since June 
of last year, the de-
structive risks to our 
community and the 
potential threat that the 
river could have on our 
surrounding areas,” she 
began.

She provided images 
that showed the river 
when the flows were 
normal and compari-
sons showing what the 
same area looked like 
after last year’s high 
water levels. She said 
the water was approx-
imately two meters 
higher. “I know this 
river well and have 

monitored water levels 
and speeds for over a 
decade,” said Beaure-
gard. “The Freeman 
River is now dredging 
through my property, 
only 180 feet to High-
way 33 Grizzly Trail.”

In 2023 alone, Be-
auregard lost over 200 
feet of her property, 
swept away by the 
raging water. “This 
explains the urgency 
to secure these banks. 
When the flow breaks 
through the bush line, 
it won’t have anything 
to turn back on. It will 
be heading straight for 
Highway 33. This is 
not considered over-
land flooding. It is 
dredging straight at it, 
like a T-intersection,” 
said Beauregard.

The Freeman Riv-
er follows a winding 
path. The RV park sits 
at the upper point of a 
horseshoe shape as the 
river turns dramatical-
ly toward land before 

continued on page 9
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$1,698,000.00

4.34 Acres Land Downtown Whitecourt, located next 
to Northern Gateway Schoolboard, Zoned C1/C2- 
Downtown Commercial & Service Commercial.

ATTENTION 
LAND DEVELOPERS!

780-779-8002
CALL

This is a fully serviced lot - 
ready to be built on.

$1,111,000.00

780-779-8002
CALL

2.24 Acres - Land downtown Whitecourt , situated 
between Microtel Hotel and Holiday Inn, Zoned C1/C2 
Downtown Commercial & Service Commercial.

ATTENTION 
LAND DEVELOPERS!

This is a fully serviced lot - 
ready to be built on.

Shaneen Beauregard, left.Councillor John Burrows pointed out the low landscape.

turning back sharply 
in the other direction, a 
U shape. Beauregard’s 
concern was that there 
might be nothing left to 
retreat the water back 
in the next flood. She 
said the full flow would 
push inland, over-
whelming Highway 33 
and could move further 
into properties on the 
other side. 

“It’s not the river 
just widening, it’s tak-
ing foot by foot (of 
land) because it’s only 
gravel and dirt. Once 
it hits that 180 feet and 

goes through that bush, 
there’s nothing to turn 
it back. That whole 
channel of river is go-
ing to be going down 
Highway 33,” warned 
Beauregard. “I know 
there has been numer-
ous amounts of flood-
ing in the area, but it is 
a ticking timebomb,” 
she added.

Beauregard said af-
ter speaking with pro-
fessionals and putting 
countless hours into 
securing quotes and 
funding attempts to se-
cure the bank, she be-
lieves the best course 
of action is to place Ga-

bion Baskets along the 
bank. “Gabion Baskets 
are one meter by one 
meter by three meters 
and approximately ten 
thousand pounds each 
once they are filled 
with rocks. In some ar-
eas, they would need to 
be stacked two or three 
high, and they would 
need to extend approx-
imately fifteen hundred 
feet along the riverbank 
from point A to B,” ex-
plained Beauregard.

Beauregard said she 
had collected 142 sig-
natures from area res-
idents who supported 
armouring the river-

bank. She also invit-
ed Woodlands County 
Council members to 
visit her campground 
and see the damage 
firsthand. "(The river) 
runs on a regular flow 
of six clicks (km). In 
my last flood, it hit 390 
clicks (km). How are 
you going to stop that? 
Once it pops through 
that bush, that whole 
valley (will) be filled 
with water.”

Councillor Jeremy 
Wilhelm asked Beaure-
gard if she had spoken 
to her MLA about the 
issue, which she said 
she had. She added that 

she had been approved 
for her home and busi-
ness through the Disas-
ter Recovery Program 
but that the program 
would not fund armour-
ing the bank. She said it 
felt like they were wait-
ing for the water to hit 
the highway before do-
ing something about it.

When asked by 
the Council what 
they could do, Andre 
Bachand, then Acting 
CAO, said there was 
not much since it was 
a provincial territory. 
“As far as what Coun-
cil can do, I believe 
the only thing you can 

do is talk to the elected 
MLAs and put pres-
sure on them. We can’t 
speak to the province 
as far as Highway 33 
getting impacted and at 
what point they would 
step in. That would be 
their call.”

Councillor John Bur-
rows said diverting a 
river is one the tough-
est things to do. Look-
ing at the charts in Be-
auregard’s package, he 
honed in on the River 
Engineering and Tech-
nical Services report 
from the Government 

continued from page 8

continued on page 10

The PressThe Press
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United for Jasper; hearts 
and hands together

A mom and her youngster were spotted enjoying the 
shade on Saturday afternoon. As mom kept close watch on 
those walking or driving by, her young one closed its eyes 
for a little siesta. 

of Alberta on the Free-
man River Riverbank 
erosion. “Where the 
current 2023 riverbank 
is and where the river 
park is that is all down-
hill to the highway, and 
then through the high-
way is all downhill for 
another 700 meters. 
This is an Alberta-gen-
erated report in 2023. 
So, they’re aware this 
highway’s coming out. 
It’s only a matter of 
time,” he said.

“In reality here, the 
province is either go-
ing to be building a 
multi-million-dollar 
bridge over this thing, 
or they are going to be 
pushing to move this 
river or to keep it on the 

other side of the high-
way,” said Burrows. 
He felt they needed to 
advocate for it. “This 
is at the very least 
something we should 
be talking about with 
the province. I think 
we should at the very 
least be writing some 
letters."

Reeve Dave Kusch 
agreed with his col-
league. He said paint-
ing a picture to the 
provincial government 
of a proactive approach 
rather than a reaction-
ary one would be good. 
“The costs now will be 
minuscule (compared) 
to what it would be later 
on if we have to replace 
highways and bridges 
or anything else.”

Woodlands Coun-

ty Council directed 
its administration to 
gather a list of relevant 
ministries and MLAs 
and draft letters about 
the issue on the Free-
man River, specific to 
Highway 33 and Be-
auregard’s property, 
regarding mitigation 
work. “I’m sure every-
body around this table 
here can see the need 
for wanting to protect 
Highway 33 and the 
property in between. 
We will see what we 
can do before it be-
comes a reactionary 
endeavour instead of 
something proactive,” 
said Reeve Kusch. Any 
results from advocacy 
will be updated as in-
formation comes for-
ward.

The fire ban will re-
main in effect until con-
ditions improve. The fire 
ban includes the follow-
ing but is not limited to:
• Backyard fire pits,
• Campground fire pits
• All open burning,
• Fireworks,
• Flame propelled 

floating lanterns,
• Charcoal briquettes,
• Turkey fryers,
• Tiki torches.
• Allowed for use 

during the fire ban:
• CSA approved or 

ULC certified gas or 
propane barbeques 
used for cooking,

• CSA approved or 
ULC certified Wood 
Pellet Smokers,

• Propane and natural 
gas fire pits,

• Catalytic or infra-
red-style heaters,

• Electric or propane 
meat smokers.
The operation of 

Off Highway Vehicles 
(OHV) within the Town 
of Whitecourt is pro-
hibited under the Traf-

fic Bylaw 1573 which 
prohibits OHV use 
within Town boundar-
ies between April 1 and 
November 30 annually. 
Penalties for contraven-
ing Bylaw 1573 range 
from monetary fines to 
OHV seizure. 

Updates on the fire 
ban will be posted on 
www.whitecour t .ca 
and on Whitecourt’s 
Facebook page. For de-
tails on fire bans across 
Alberta, visit www.al-
bertafirebans.ca.

continued from page 9

In times of need, communities come together, and they 
stand in solidarity with Jasper. Deepest gratitude to the 
#WhitecourtFireDepartment and all the brave individuals 
working tirelessly to provide assistance and relief. Their 
dedication and selflessness are an inspiration to all.

Thank you to every firefighter, first responder, volunteer, 
and community member who is lending a helping hand. These 
efforts make a profound difference in these challenging times.

In the shade

Local news printed 
on local newsprint
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Industrial
LAND

160 Acres
of Future

FOR SALE

Call 780-779-8002

PRICED AT

$1,200,000

PRIME INDUSTRIAL
L A N D  F O R  S A L E :

Location Highlights 
Located directly south of the 
Whitecourt Airport (YZU) + 5 KM 
west of the town of Whitecourt 
+ Under 10 minute drive to 
Millar Western Pulp & Saw Mill + 
Future Carbon Capture project 
expected to spur economic 
growth in the area.

FUTURE INDUSTRIAL LAND 
Phase 2 Development 
NW 30 59 12 W5 
Woodlands County,  AB

Phase 2 Development 
in Woodlands 

County, AB

GREAT FOR INDUSTRIAL OR 
HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL 

COUNTRY LIVING.

The PressThe Press

After losing our page 
due to Canada's online 

news act, we have 
decided to start fresh. 

Find us on Facebook

After losing our page 
due to Canada's online 

news act, we have 
decided to start fresh. 

Find us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/

profile.php?id=61560863737829
https://www.facebook.com/

profile.php?id=61560863737829

The Press has 
started a new 
Facebook page

The Press has 
started a new 
Facebook page

Stay safe from 
insect and 

animal bites 
this summer

Albertans are encour-
aged to take precau-
tions this summer when 
coming across wildlife 
and insects to prevent 
bites and infections.

Insects can carry vi-
ruses and diseases in 
Alberta. West Nile virus 
is an infection spread by 
mosquitoes that can af-
fect your brain and give 
you flu-like symptoms. 
Ticks can carry Lyme 
disease, an infection 
that can cause problems 
with your skin, joints, 
nervous system and 
heart.

Prevent mosquito 
and tick bites:

• Cover as much of 
your body as possi-
ble when outdoors, 
especially in grassy 
or wooded areas. 
Wear a light-co-
loured, long-sleeve 
shirt, long pants 
and a hat.

• Consider using 
a Health Cana-
da-approved in-
sect repellant (for 
example, products 

containing DEET 
or Icaridin) and 
follow the product 
label instructions. 
Always check for 
ticks when you 
come in from the 
outdoors.

• For more informa-
tion on insect re-
pellants and other 
products, visit In-
sect Repellents – 
MyHealthAlberta 
or Personal Insect 
repellents - Cana-
da.ca

• If you’ve been bit-
ten by a tick, call 
Health Link at 811. 
You can also sub-
mit a photo of the 
tick to the Submit-
a-Tick program to 
help monitor ticks 
in Alberta.

Rabies is an infection 
caused by a virus that 
affects your nervous 
system, including the 
brain, spinal cord and 
nerves. Bats have been 
known to carry rabies 
in Alberta in recent 
years. If household pets 

and indoor animals 
are not up to date on 
routine rabies immuni-
zations, they can also 
carry rabies and infect 
people.

Prevent bat bites:
• Never handle a live 

or dead bat with 
bare hands. Bats 
are likely to bite in 
self-defence.  

• Children are curi-
ous and more like-
ly to approach an-
imals. They might 
not tell someone 
if they get a bite 
or scratch. Talk to 
children about not 
touching bats or 
wild animals.

• If you or your 
child are bitten or 
scratched by a bat:

• Wash the animal 
bite, scratch or 
open sore with 
soap and water.

• Call Health Link 
at 811. If rabies 
vaccine is recom-
mended, you will 
be told where to go 
to get the vaccine.

The PressThe Press
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 Public Notice 

 

T o w n s h ip  R a n g e  M e r i d i a n
M5W21,11,0105
M5W21,1115
M5W1135
M5W12,71,61,41,3185
M5W32,22,81,71,61,51,41,3195
M5W81,71,61,51,41,31,21,1106
M5W12,91,81,61,51,41,31,2116
M5W22,12,91,81,61,51,4126
M5W9,8,7,636
M5W9,8,7,646
M5W61,51,7,656
M5W61,51,31,21,8,7,666
M5W31,2176
M5W11,0186
M5W11,0196

 

For more information, please contact our 
Silviculture Supervisor at (780) 778-2221 Ext 
2164, or WCTSilviculture@Canfor.com

This treatment, part of our forest renewal program, will 
temporarily control herbaceous, shrub and deciduous 
competition, to improve the growth and survival of tree 
seedlings and saplings. Herbicide will be applied through either 
aerial or ground-based application.

Application of herbicides is scheduled to begin on or around 
August 10, 2024, and completed prior to September 15, 2024.

Canfor`s Whitecourt and Fox Creek 2024 Vegetation 
Management Program has been approved by Alberta Forestry 
and Parks. The application of glyphosate will take place on
cutblocks located within our Forest Management Area and 
timber licenses in the Whitecourt, Fox Creek, Fort Assiniboine, 
Swan Hills and Edson areas. A maximum of 4500 hectares will 
be treated throughout the following locations:

Our heart� remai� broke� a� w� navigat� lif� withou� our am�in� Jo�.��
spac� h� ha� le i� astoundin�. Hi� personalit�, hi� laughter, hi� kindnes�,
hi� wisdo� an� jus� hi� entir� “bein�” ar�misse� ever� singl� da�.

A� th� tim� of on� year approache� sinc� w� l� our Jo�, w� wan� t� than�
our Friend�, Famil�, Communit� an� S�. Jep�'� Churc� for th�
unbelievabl� outpourin� of lov� an� suppor� i� al� form�. W� wil� never
forge� th� effor� yo�mad� i� tryin� t� eas� our sufferin� a� yo� endure�
sufferin� yourselve�.
Our appreciatio� canno� b�measure� a� i� i� s� grea�. XOXO
Lov� fro�,

�� Davi�’�

www.whitecourtpress.com

(NC) It’s never too 
late to learn a new skill 
or pursue a new ca-
reer. Whether you’re 
looking for something 
more meaningful or 
you want a new chal-
lenge, a career shift 
is possible at any age. 
To make the big move 
successfully, consider 
these tips:

1. Do some self-re-
flecting. Take time 
to ensure you’re 
headed in the right 
direction for the 
right reasons. Clar-
ify why you’re 
searching for a 
change, what your 
goals are and how 
a new job might fit 
into your lifestyle. 
A few sessions 
with a career coach 
could be a smart in-
vestment.

2. Identify transfer-
rable skills. While 
many hard skills 
are specific to their 
respective indus-

tries, soft skills like 
leadership, collab-
oration and emo-
tional intelligence 
are valuable in 
virtually any job. 
By understanding 
the existing skills 
you can bring to 
a new career, you 
can position your-
self as a seasoned 
professional look-
ing for something 
new rather than an 
inexperienced can-
didate.

3. Consider upgrad-
ing your educa-
tion. A course or 
certificate program 
can be a great way 
to not only make 
sure you have the 
knowledge needed 
for a new career, 
but also develop 
a network in your 
new industry. Look 
for continuing edu-
cation courses with 
professors who are 
leaders in the field 

so you can tap into 
real-world experi-
ence and connec-
tions.

4. Look for a thriv-
ing industry. The 
last thing you want 
to do is switch to a 
job in a dying trade 
with limited oppor-
tunities. Consider 
information tech-
nology, or IT, for 
a field that’s grow-
ing quickly and 
welcoming new 
professionals for a 
range of employ-
ment opportunities.

“Age is just a num-
ber when it comes to 
career transitions, par-
ticularly in the tech in-
dustry,” explains Pablo 
Listingart, founder and 
executive director of 
ComIT, a charity that 
provides free training 
to people struggling to 
overcome employment 
barriers. “Don’t let be-
ing 50-plus discourage 
you from acquiring 
new skills. In today’s 
world, it’s never too 
late to embrace change 
and thrive in a dynamic 
field like technology.”

Tips for changing 
careers later in life
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Thu., Aug. 1
Sunny
40%
22ºC
12ºC

W 20 km/h
-

Sat., Aug. 3
Mix of sun and clouds

20%
24ºC
12ºC

E 12 km/h
-

 Sun., Aug. 4
Mix of sun and clouds

50%
24ºC
13ºC

E 10 km/h
-

Fri., Aug. 2
Mainly sunny

20%
23ºC
10ºC

SE 10 km/h
-

Wed., July 31
Chance of a shower

30%
23ºC
12ºC

NW 12 km/h
<1mm

Autos
Selling 3 collector vehicles. 
1999 Pontiac GTP Nascar 
Pace Car.  Rare model with 
sunroof. 1998 Cadillac El-
dorado. Last series of the 
Eldorado. 1928 Interna-
tional Truck. All run and 
drive great. All Car Show 
ready. 403-944-2609

Announcements
BLANKET THE PROV-
INCE with a classified ad. 
Only $269/wk (based on 
25 words or less). Reach 
almost 80  weekly news-
papers. Call NOW for de-
tails. 1-800-282-6903 Ext 
225; www.awna.com. 

Farm Machinery
GET YOUR MESSAGE 
SEEN ACROSS Alberta. 
The Blanket Classifieds 
or Value Ads reach over 
600,000 Alberta readers 
weekly. Two options start-
ing at $269 or $799 to get 
your message out! Busi-
ness changes, hiring, items 
for sale, cancellations, 

tenders, etc. People are 
increasingly staying home 
and rely on their local 
newspapers for informa-
tion. KEEP people in the 
loop with our 80 Weekly 
Community Newspapers. 
Call THIS NEWSPAPER 
now or email classifieds@
awna.com for details. 
1-800-282-6903, 780-
434-8746 X225. www.
awna.com.

Feed and Seed
WE BUY DAMAGED 
GRAIN - Heated, Mixed, 
Tough, Light, Bugs, Spring 
Thrashed....Barley, Wheat, 
Oats, Peas, Flax, Cano-
la. "On Farm Pickup". 
Westcan Feed & Grain 
1-877-250-5252.

ALBERTA FEED GRAIN: 
Buying Oats, Barley, 
Wheat, Canola, Peas, 
Screenings, Mixed Grains. 
Dry, Wet, Heated, or 
Spring Thresh. Prompt 
Payment. In House 
Trucks, In House Excre-
ta Cleaning. Vac Rental. 

1-888-483-8789.

Health
HIP/KNEE REPLACE-
MENT. Other medical con-
ditions causing TROUBLE 
WALKING or DRESSING? 
The Disability Tax Credit 
allows for $3,000 yearly 
tax credit and $30,000 
lump sum refund. Take ad-
vantage of this offer. Ap-
ply NOW; quickest refund 
Nationwide: Expert help. 
1-844-453-5372.

Real Estate
SELLING MY RETIRE-
MENT HOUSE with river 
and mountain views on 
3.93 acres along the Red 
Deer River and adjoining 
200+ acres of environ-
mental reserve. Buy 4 
acres and enjoy the use of 
204 acres. For more infor-
mation and pictures, see 
MLS listing #A2148481.

Services
CRIMINAL RECORD? 
Why suffer employment/
licensing loss? Travel/

Odds of a child becoming 
a top fashion designer: 1 in 7,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed
with autism: 1 in 110

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autisms peaks.org

Some signs to look for:

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

© 2010 Autism Speaks Inc. “Autism Speaks” and “It’s Time To Listen” & design are trademarks owned by Autism Speaks Inc. All rights reserved.

business opportunities? 
Be embarrassed? Think: 
Criminal Pardon. US entry 
waiver. Record purge. File 
destruction. Free consul-
tation. 1-800-347-2540. 
www.accesslegalmjf.com.

PRIVATE MORTGAGE 
LENDER. All real estate 
types considered. No 
credit checks done. Deal 
direct with lender and get 
quick approval. Toll free 
1-866-405-1228; www.
firstandsecondmortgages.
ca.

Travel
VISIT OSOYOOS, BC - 
A haven for snowbirds 
looking for milder winter 
weather and an abundance 

of activities! Hotel suites 
starting from just $750/
month. Learn more at 
www.osoyoossnowbirds.
com; call the Osoyoos Vis-
itor Centre at 1-888-676-
9667) or email: visit@des-
tinationosoyoos.com to 
request digital information 
on wintering in Osoyoos.

Wanted
COLLECTOR/ ENTRE-
PRENEUR PURCHASING 
COINS & COLLECTIONS! 
CASH PAID! ROYAL CA-
NADIAN MINT COINS, 
collections, rare & old 
coins, silver & gold coins, 
jewelry, nuggets, bullion, 
sterling, gold & silver! 
306-774-2420.

The PressThe Press
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Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858

A locally owned and family operated 
newspaper serving Whitecourt

The Press is printed on high quality newsprint using 
vegetable based ink. We encourage you to share, save, 

reuse, rehash & recycle.

Published every wednesday

The PressThe Press

Dollar Values as of July 31, 2024

One Canadian Dollar = 0.72 US Dollar
at an exchange rate of 0.7231 (using nominal rate).

Money Matters

Letter to the Editor policy
The Press welcomes readers to write letters to the 
Editor. A maximum of 300 words is preferred but not 
necessary. Letters must carry a first name or two 
initials with surname and include an address and 
daytime telephone number. All letters are subject to 
editing. Please email letters to wctpress@gmail.com.

Eagle River Casino & Travel Plaza 
Now Hiring Casino Shift Manager NOC 62022

Responsibilities:

Qualifi cations: 

• Co-ordinate, assign and review the work of 
casino workers

• Establish work schedules and procedures and 
co-ordinate activities with other work units or 
departments

• Resolve work-related problems and prepare 
and submit progress and other reports

• Hire and train staff  in job duties, safety 
procedures, and company policies

• Requisition of supplies and materials
• Ensure smooth operation of computer 

systems, equipment, and machinery, and 
arrange for maintenance and repair work

• May perform the same duties as workers 
supervised

• Perform the same duties as workers 
supervised

• Assist clients/guests with special needs
• Co-ordinate, assign and review work
• Ensure smooth operation of computer 

systems, equipment, and machinery, and 
arrange for maintenance and repair work

• Establish work schedules and procedures and 
co-ordinate activities with other work units or 
departments

• Hire and train staff  in job duties, safety 
procedures, and company policies

• Requisition materials and supplies
• Resolve work-related problems and prepare 

and submit progress and other reports.

• Completion of secondary school is usually required.
• Completion of college courses related to the 

area supervised may be required.
• Experience in the occupation supervised is 

usually required.
• AGLC casino gaming license will be required.
• Must be able complete Smart training courses
• AML certifi cate

Experience:  3 – 5 years.
Education:  Completion of secondary school is required, casino gaming license.
Terms of Employment:  Permanent full-time 44-hour work week.
Language:  English
Employment Conditions:  Shift work, Day, Evenings, Weekends, Holidays, Nights.
Wage:  $23.08 per hour.
Benefi ts Package:  Vision, Dental, and Health after a 90-day probation period.
Location:  Twp.Rd.602A, Hwy 32 North, Whitecourt, AB Canada.
Address:   Eagle River Casino & Travel Plaza P.O Box 10 Whitecourt, Alberta 

Canada T7S-1N3.
Contact:  780-779-2727 or Fax 780-706-7451
Visit our Website:  www.eaglerivercasino.ca
How to Apply:  Send resume to HR@eaglerivercasino.ca, mail or fax.

Eagle River Casino & Travel Plaza 
Now Hiring Security Guard Supervisor NOC 62029

Responsibilities:

Qualifi cations: 

• Co-ordinate, assign and review the work of 
security guards and other service workers not 
elsewhere classifi ed

• Establish work schedules and procedures and 
co-ordinate activities with other work units or 
departments

• Resolve work-related problems and prepare 
and submit progress and other reports

• Hire and train staff  in job duties, safety 
procedures, and company policies

• Requisition of supplies and materials
• Ensure smooth operation of computer 

systems, equipment, and machinery, and 
arrange for maintenance and repair work

• Monitor quality and production levels
• May perform the same duties as workers 

supervised.
• Arrange for maintenance and repair work

• Assist clients/guests with special needs
• Co-ordinate activities with other work units or 

departments
• Ensure smooth operation of computer 

equipment and machinery
• Establish work schedules and procedures
• Handle emergency situations
• Monitor quality and production levels
• Prepare and submit progress and other reports
• Requisition or order materials, equipment, and 

supplies
• Resolve work-related problems
• Supervise the operation of mechanical 

equipment and machinery
• Supervise, co-ordinate and schedule (and 

possibly review) activities of workers
• Train staff /workers in job duties, safety 

procedures, and company policies. 

• Completion of college courses related to the 
area supervised may be required.

• Experience in the occupation supervised is 
usually required.

• Certifi cation or licensing AGLC.
• Must be able to complete Smart training course
• Must have a valid driver’s license class 5
• Must be able to complete AML.

Experience:  2 – 3 years.
Education:  Completion of secondary school an asset.
Terms of Employment:  Permanent full-time 44-hour work week.
Language:  English
Employment Conditions:  Shift work, Day, Evenings, Weekends, Holidays, Nights.
Wage:  $20.77 per hour. 
Benefi ts Package:  Vision, Dental, Health after 90-day probation period.
Location:  Twp.Rd.602A, Hwy 32 North, Whitecourt, AB Canada.
Address:   Eagle River Casino & Travel Plaza P.O Box 10 Whitecourt, Alberta 

Canada T7S-1N3   
Contact:  780-779-2727 or Fax 780-706-7451 
Visit our Website:  www.eaglerivercasino.ca   
How to Apply:  Send resume to HR@eaglerivercasino.ca, mail or fax

Shift Incentive for Overnights
Please visit www.whitecourt.ca for all 
employment opportunities and details 
on how to apply.

If you enjoy a fast-paced, progressive work environment and 
you have a passion for serving the local community then this 
may be the opportunity for you! We believe that our values of 
diversity, collaboration, innovation and mutual respect bring 
out the best in our team, and we are currently looking to fi ll the 
following positions:

Job#: 24-039, Administrative Clerk I, Casual Position. 
Job#: 24-040, Infrastructure Services Engineer, 
Permanent, Full-time Position.
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CROSSWORDSWORD SEARCH

SUDOKU

PUZZLES SOLUTIONS

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Current opportunities are posted on the Town’s website and when required, opportunities are posted on purchasingconnection.ca. Currently, Whitecourt has the following 
opportunities:

• 2024-07-23: Business Market Analysis Attraction and Retention Strategy – Closes: August 27, 2024 at 4:00pm MST. 

For further details on any of these opportunities visit www.whitecourt.ca and search the project title.

The PressThe Press
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Thank you to all those loving 
families who've adopted the 

pets at the Whitecourt Vet Clinic. 

Whitecourt Veterinary 
Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave

We're there 
where you need 

us most!

Providing Traffic 
Control and Piloting

Road Monitoring 
& Radar Services

Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties

780-865-5815

• Traffic Control 
Personnel

• Provide service for 
emergency lane or road 

closures
• Construction 
zzone set ups

DEBT SOLUTIONS 
780-424-9944

FREE Consultation
www.DEBTFREE.ca

Debt/Credit Counselling
Creditor Negotiations
Bankruptcy Alternatives

Debt Consolidation
Consumer Proposals
Bankruptcy Protection

A.C. Waring 
& Associates Inc. 

 Licensed Insolvency Trustee 
Trustee in Bankruptcy

MICHAEL EPP 
Partner

CPA, CA, CMA

TERRY ST. LAURENT
Partner

 CPA, CGA, CA

METRIXGROUP.CA

Fox Creek/Whitecourt/La Crete
T: 780-778-3091 T: 780-928-9525

Edmonton
T: 780-489-9606

Toll Free: 1-877-489-9606

Lloydminster
T: 780-875-7433

Evansburg
T: 780-727-2017

Fort Saskatchewan
T: 780-992-0266

Accounting Tax Estates and Trusts Consulting
Contract

Controllership
Audit and

Review Engagements

4927 – 51st Avenue, PO Box 328, Whitecourt, AB T7S 1N5

Less than a dollar a day, $300.00 a 
year. Call now to book your spot.

780-779-8546

ATS

(780) 779-0673 

Appliance and 
Refrigeration

Whitecourt, AB. 

(780) 779-0673 

NEED HELP? CALL ANYTIME! (24-7)
Mental Health Helpline 1-877-303-2642 

• Addiction Helpline 1-866-332-2322 • Health Link 811


