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The 
FireSmart 
Summer Crew 
has been hard 
at work since 
May 1 and will 
keep working 
until the end 
of this month. 
The four local 
men have 
been working 
in the bush 
around town 
to lower the 
community’s 
risk should 
a wildfire 
creep close. 
The 2024 
FireSmart 
Summer Crew: 
Kentner, 
Labine, Taylor, 
Parker, and 
Fire Chief 
Wynn (center). 
See story 
page 4.

Whitecourt’s Firesmart summer 
crew has been busy this summer, 
with one more big project to go
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Attracting investment to 
Whitecourt and supporting 

local businesses with marketing 
and retention strategies

Advertising White-
court on a regional, 
provincial and na-
tional scale and sup-
porting the business 
community through 
retention strategies and 
initiatives falls into the 
wheelhouse of the Eco-
nomic Development 
Committee. The group, 
comprised of commu-
nity members and Eco-
nomic Development 
Officer Rhonda Woods, 
are an active bunch 
who regularly collab-
orate with community 
organizations through 
partnerships and by 
supporting events and 
activities.

One of its most sig-
nificant tasks is to 
create and implement 
an Economic Devel-
opment and Tourism 
Strategic Plan. Twice a 
year, Whitecourt Town 
Council receives an 
update on how things 
are going. Committee 
Chair Willard Streb-
chuk joined Economic 
Development Officer 

Rhonda Woods for the 
summer update at a re-
cent Council meeting. 
The plan includes five 
key points: Business 
Retention & Expansion 
Strategies, Investment 
Readiness & Attraction 
Across Key Sectors, 
Enhance Whitecourt’s 
Downtown & Create 
New Energy, Tourism 
Opportunities & Sup-
ports, and Tourism Mar-
keting & Promotion.

Under each key 
point, the board provid-
ed steps, highlighting 
which ones had been 
completed and which 
were still coming. Un-
der the Business Re-
tention and Expansion 
Strategies point, the 
board identified that in-
creasing business com-
munity engagement, 
identifying red tape 
areas, and supporting 
entrepreneurs through 
partnerships with Com-
munity Futures Yellow-
head East were some 
ways they could ad-
dress local challenges.

Since January, the 

group has created a 
business visit/outreach 
schedule, submitted 
grant funding for the 
Business Support Net-
work, and met with the 
Whitecourt & District 
Chamber of Commerce 
to identify partnership 
opportunities. Action 
steps coming soon in-
clude implementing a 
Shop Local Business 
Campaign ahead of 
Small Business Week 
and tracking business 
feedback and concerns. 

Under the third key 
point in the plan, En-
hance Whitecourt’s 
Downtown and Create 
New Energy, the com-
mittee pointed to ways 
they could support 
downtown develop-
ment and revitalization 
efforts, encouraging 
“An active and vibrant 
downtown,” read the 
package. Ideas in-
cluded hosting small 
events, encouraging 
downtown residential 
development and work-
ing side-by-side with 
the Chamber.

A recently acquired 
grant from the Small 
Community Opportu-
nity Program (SCOP) 
provided $70,000 for 
a market analysis on 
attraction and retention 
strategies. Once com-
pleted, it will map the 
business environment 
and development rel-
evant to Whitecourt, 
pinpoint gaps, provide 
insight for develop-
ing action plans, and 
show ready-made mar-
keting investment op-
portunities. Through 
conversations with the 
Downtown Working 
Group (DWG), Woods 
said they are also add-
ing another component 
to the analysis. Along 
with gaps, they will 
also seek information 
on trends in the down-
town.

“When we met in 
January, four main 
themes came out of 
that, and we developed 
some action plans. 
Business-to-business 
communication and 
collaboration was a 

really high theme,” 
explained Woods. 
“They’ve created their 
own Facebook group, 
and they are working 
business-to-business. 
We are solely a sup-
port, so if there’s any-
thing we can support 
them and get out of 
the lane and let them 
do their thing, we will 
definitely be there. I 
know there are a num-
ber of different events 
that they are working 
together on.”

Woods said they are 
also creating a map of 
what’s available down-
town and what can be 
marketed. She said they 
are doing workshops 
too. “This fall, we have 
a video creation and 
collaborative market-
ing workshop coming 
up. They will work 
one-on-one with busi-
nesses on how to get 
out there, what is trend-
ing and where they can 
market (themselves). 
Sometimes people ar-
en’t sure what’s out 
there and where to mar-

ket,” she explained.
One of the points 

mentioned hotels and 
the information they 
provide. Councillor 
Derek Schlosser asked 
about it. “It says hotel 
advertising with in-
room guest books and 
hotel websites. Are 
those in our local ho-
tels?”

Woods said yes. “It’s 
in our local hotels. We 
have a quick reference 
guide that includes ev-
erything that’s going 
on, an events listing 
and things for guests 
coming in,” explained 
Woods. He asked if 
that information was at 
every hotel in the com-
munity. Woods again 
said yes. Councillor 
Schlosser thanked her 
for the clarification and 
chuckled, saying, “I’ve 
never stayed in a hotel 
room in Whitecourt, so 
I was just curious.”

Woods explained that 
not only is the informa-
tion available at hotels, 

Promoting Whitecourt and supporting the businesses within it is a big job, but the Economic Development Committee is up for 
it. Building relationships and collaboratively working with stakeholders, businesses, investors, and community organizations are 
just some of the things they do. Business collaboration in the downtown is growing.

By Serena Lapointe

continued on page 3
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Pretty 
views

Here are two different views of the Athabasca River, framed by the lush green vegetation surrounding it. One features the 
Canfor mill in the distance, while the other highlights one of the river spurs.

Canfor in the distance.

The last accessible river spur before the golf course.

The FIC is a tourism 
spot for visitors.

but they also meet with 
owners. “In May, we 
meet with hoteliers and 
go through it so that 
they are familiar with 
it. It’s also included in 
all front lines, so gas 
stations too. We have 
72 books out in the 
community right now.” 
Chair Strebchuk added 
that last year, during 
the fires, when the 
community saw an in-
flux of people, the com-
mittee made sure the 
hotels were stocked up 
with guides so that vis-
itors knew what things 
were available to them 
during their prolonged 
stay.

Earlier this summer, 
the committee worked 
with influencers to 
create videos to help 
with tourism, showcas-
ing things that make 
Whitecourt a worth-
while spot to come off 
the highway and visit. 
In late July, ZenSeek-
ers shared a few posts 

to its followers on 
some of the communi-
ty’s gems, like biking 
and walking trails and 
local shopping. A video 
and a write-up on their 
ZenSeekers.com web-
site followed, which 
shadowed new White-
court resident Ashley 
John and her friend 

Brooke Sabourin as 
they explored the com-
munity together.

When asked if busi-
nesses outside the 
downtown could ben-
efit from the ideas in 
the plan, Woods said 
yes. “We do this with 
every sector. Even if 
this (specifically) is 

for downtown, we also 
work with industry and 
businesses on the hill. 
We are finding that 
businesses are joining 
this that aren’t in the 
downtown and they are 
working together. We 
have different collabo-
rative ideas going on, 
so even though this is 

for the downtown, we 
are actually seeing a lot 
of collaboration from 
outside it, all working 
together.”

Other highlights in-
cluded an update on the 
Health Professional At-
traction and Retention 
Committee (H-PARC). 
Since January, White-

court has welcomed 
two new doctors and 
two nurses. Next year, 
the community will 
host the 2025 Let’s Go 
Rural Event, which 
invites healthcare stu-
dents from various uni-
versities and colleges 
to experience life in 
Whitecourt.

continued from page 2

The PressThe Press
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Whitecourt’s Firesmart summer 
crew has been busy this summer, 
with one more big project to go

Four young men 
from the community, 
John Parker, Andrew 
Kentner, Justin La-
bine and Joshua Tay-
lor, have been working 
hard for several months 
as the FireSmart Sum-
mer Crew. Each year, 
the Whitecourt Fire 
Department applies for 
grant funding to finan-
cially support the crew 
through the Forest Re-
source Improvement 
Association of Alberta 
(FRIAA). Last year, 
they were not success-
ful. This year, they 
were.

Fire Chief Brian 
Wynn said it is hard 
but necessary work. 
“The first thing we do 
is get them all trained 
with safety training 
for the chainsaws and 
everything else they 
deal with because it’s 
a pretty risky course. 
They are all certified 
for falling trees,” he ex-
plained. Once trained, 
the foursome was dis-
patched to work in var-
ious community areas, 
especially where the 
forest meets residential 
neighbourhoods. 

Fire Chief Wynn said 
over the years of hav-

ing the crew, residents 
have gotten used to 
seeing the work hap-
pening, crediting pub-
lic engagement as a big 
part of why. “Public 
members will stop and 
talk to the crew while 
they are working, so 
that is also part of it. If 
someone wants to talk 
to them, they will shut 
down the chainsaws 
and talk to them. Get-
ting the public involved 
is where we are going 
to win,” he explained.

The “win” means get-
ting residents onboard 
with FireSmart activi-
ties on their properties. 

“One of the sayings is 
that FireSmart begins 
at home. We can’t go 
onto their properties 
and do the work, but 
the owner can. If we 
educate the public and 
show them what they 
can do to help us and 
themselves, then that's 
critical,” he said.

Removing dead or 
downed trees and clear-
ing tall grass or ladder 
fuels (low branches 
that could catch fire 
and pull a ground fire 
up) are the main com-
ponents of clearing 
areas. Residents who 
live near or drive by 

the hospital may notice 
a significant difference 
in the landscape there, 
as one example. “This 
year, we concentrated 
on the area between 
the hospital and the 
highway because there 
were 80 dead trees ei-
ther standing or down. 
They went in and fell 
them, bucked them up 
into firewood and made 
signs telling residents 
to come and collect 
some free firewood. 
The free firewood was 
collected every night, 
and they continued 
felling the trees,” ex-
plained Chief Wynn.

He added that sever-
al now-removed trees 
were near powerlines 
and that removing 
them also removed 
what might've been a 
dangerous situation. 
High winds or a storm 
could have knocked 
trees over, taking out 
the powerline and af-
fecting power for the 
hospital and commu-
nity. He said it could 
have also started a fire. 
“They worked hard to 
eliminate that risk and 
get everything cleared 
up.”

High fire risk led to a busy trade show for the crew.

continued on page 5

By Serena Lapointe
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The crew also worked 
behind Baxter Crescent 
for a week. Chief Wynn 
said as they went along 
cutting risky trees, they 
made sure to clean up 
their mess. “They do not 
leave the fine fuels in the 
bush. Anything we deal 
with, we deal with it one 
hundred percent.”

When the crew isn't 
busy in the bush, they 
also do home assess-
ments. Chief Wynn 
said they have complet-
ed thirty this year and 
hope to do as many as 
possible. Home assess-
ments allow residents 
to walk through their 
property with trained 
firefighters to learn 
about fire risks and 
how to mitigate them.

“We only do them if 
the homeowner is home 
because we want that 
conversation. It takes 
about an hour. You get 
lots of feedback. It al-
lows them to answer or 
ask questions that we 
can give them informa-
tion on,” he explained. 
Those who do the visits, 
like the summer crew, 
receive lengthy training.

Kentner, Parker, La-
bine and Taylor have 
also attended commu-
nity events, includ-
ing the trade show, a 

Farmer's Market and 
the Canada Day cele-
brations. “At the trade 
show, the hazard was 
high, so lots of good 
information went out. 
We had a lot of people 
sign up for home as-
sessments,” explained 
Chief Wynn.

He said community 
members have started 
to propel the crew for-
ward, calling in about 
dangerous trees and 
pinpointing hazardous 
areas (on town proper-
ty/public areas). “I don’t 
get any complaints. It’s 
more of, can you do 
this? I think that shows 
our consistent messag-
ing to residents. It's nice 
to have the community 
support the work that 
we are doing.”

Over the final few 
weeks, the crew will 
work with the Town 
of Whitecourt behind 
Pineview Road and 
Caxton Street in the 
greenspace behind the 
homes. "There are a lot 
of dead, hazard trees 
in there, so they are 
working with the town 
to clean up that area.” 
He explained that the 
project came about 
largely from residents 
who noticed the risks in 
the bush beyond their 
properties.

Chief Wynn said 

the beauty of having 
the FireSmart Sum-
mer Crew is that their 
work continually re-
duces the communities 
risk. “With the risk of 
last year and this year, 
we could be the next 
community. You never 
know. We have to keep 
applying every year to 
have them. Now that 
we have done the big 
projects for FireSmart, 
it’s about the mainte-
nance.”

He added that they 
are currently working 
on the planning phase 
of a fireguard on the 
East side of White-
court. The plan should 
be complete by Sep-
tember, kickstarting 
the waiting game for 
project funding. He 
said he is hopeful for a 
sooner rather than later 
funding announcement, 
which could enable the 
Town of Whitecourt to 
move forward.

If residents see mem-
bers of the FireSmart 
Summer Crew out and 
about working, give 
them a wave and say 
hello. “This is from the 
community to the com-
munity. These are com-
munity members doing 
this work. We have a 
pretty fantastic summer 
crew. I am really happy 
with them.”

Removing a large dead tree behind homes.

This tree took teamwork to get it down.

continued from page 4

Free firewood sign up near the hospital.

The PressThe Press
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Supporting growth in Whitecourt since 1922,  
we salute our not-for-profit community. 
Millar Western Forest Products Ltd. 
a resourceful company 

Your only LOCAL carrier serving the Community since 1950
Proud supporter of 

our local Organizations
780-778-2226

This page is sponsored by:

5027 - 51 Avenue, Open: Monday to Friday 10am - 4pm 780-396-8777

Offering support services for marginalized individuals
• Outreach worker, laundry and shower facilities 

by appt • Tax program & Bag Lunch Program

Soaring Eagle Support Society
"Serving the community for over 30 years"

The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food  
in order to help families in need. 

Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm
Phone: 780-778-2341

Located within the Carlan Services Community Centre
The Whitecourt Food Bank is operated by the Town of 
Whitecourt Food Bank Coordinator and dependent on 

volunteers to operate. The Food Bank relies on donations 
of cash or food from individuals and organizations. Local 
grocery stores drop off baked goods including bread and 

pastries weekly. Other corporations and schools  
schedule food drives throughout the year.

Open: Mon, Wed, & Fri 11 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Phone: 780-778-2341

Providing timely and 
easily accessible financial 

support for Whitecourt 
patients and their families 

who are dealing with a 
cancer diagnosis.

This can include help with parking costs for hospital visits, living 
expenses and unforeseen medical expenses. Applications can 

be made through the Drs at both Whitecourt Medical Clinics or 
(office hours, can leave a message): 

Kim Nendsa (President of Whitecourt  
Cancer & Wellness Society) 780-778-0932

Aimee Grierson 780-262-0222 
https://wctcancerwellness.com/

**Monthly meetings have been postponed due to COVID-19

WHITECOURT GROUP OF  
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS

All meetings are in person and online (hybrid) 
•	 Mondays 7:00pm
•	 Wednesdays 7:30pm

Meetings held at the Family Worship Center upstairs.
ZOOM ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude

Support group on Tuesdays 6:30pm - 8:30 pm,  
starting September 17, 2024 at Crossroads  

Community Church, 4419 44 Ave, Mayerthorpe.
$35 includes 12 weekly sessions. 

Pre-register by calling 780-786-2533.

2716 Mayerthorpe 
Army Cadets

will be hosting a Fundraising BBQ from 11-2:00 p.m. 
Sunday, Sept 25 at the Mayerthorpe Legion Hall. 
Information about Army Cadets will be available.

Contact: knitterjennifer@gmail.com • 780-706-0061
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PUTTING A FACE ON SUICIDE

Are you or someone you know being bullied?

Toll Free, open 24 hours per day, seven days per week

SPONSORED BY

Tri-Logging 
is against 
bullying

Every 40 seconds somewhere around the 
world someone dies by suicide, that’s 99 

people every 66 minutes. Every day, that’s 
almost 100 people in the United States alone, 

and over 2160 worldwide. Putting a Face 
on Suicide (PAFOS) is a suicide awareness 
project that creates posters and videos to 

pay tribute to those we have lost to suicide 
with dignity and respect. PAFOS humanizes 
the daunting statistics; lovingly replacing 

numbers with faces.

The PressThe Press
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Here’s How It Works: 
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

(March 21 - April 20)

(April 21 - May 21)

(May 22 - June 21)

(June 22 - July 22)

(July 23 - August 23)

(August 24 - September 22)

(September 23 - October 23)

(October 24 - November 22)

(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)

(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)

(January 21 - February 18)

(February 19 - March 20)

ARIES

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

HOROSCOPECROSSWORDSSUDOKU
You are the master of leaping before looking, 
Aries, and this week is no different. You are not 
satisfied with hanging back and assessing the 
situation before acting. You’re right in the mix.

Taurus, do not pretend to be a neutral party when 
two people come up to you seeking advice. You 
are too loyal to avoid taking sides, but it could 
affect the relationship with the other person. 

Gemini, it may be time to step in and help a 
loved one refocus their energies. Rather than 
let them dwell on a difficult situation, work 
to offer them a new perspective. 

Use the past as motivation to make some se-
rious changes in your life, Cancer. This is the 
week to begin plotting a few ideas that can 
have a large impact.  

Leo, there may be some room in the budget 
for a few splurges this week. As long as you do 
not go too overboard, you can snag that item 
that you have had your eyes on for some time.

Don’t be so sure that you’ve examined ev-
ery detail and checked them multiple times, 
Virgo. Your plan has to be foolproof for it to 
work. Run it by another set of eyes.

Libra, if no one is asking for advice right now, 
it’s best to leave your life coach tendencies 
on the side. If and when someone needs your 
help, you can believe they’ll come calling.

Scorpio, you have big news and you’re ready to 
tell the world. Hold it in a little longer so that 
your audience will be chomping at the bit to 
hear what you have to say.

Sagittarius, it can be challenging for you to 
avoid the soap opera that is seemingly un-
folding around you right now. Do your best 
to stay out of the fray for the time being. 

Capricorn, if someone in your social circle is 
in need of a new perspective, you may have to 
speak up and help get them on a better path. 
Take this responsibility seriously.

You have come a long way in a short time, 
Aquariuss. Keep up the hard work and you will 
continue to see results you can be proud of.

Pisces, you will have to try to tune out the stat-
ic all around you this week and concentrate on 
the things you need to accomplish. There is no 
wiggle room for distractions right now.

Crossword Clues
CLUES ACROSS
  1. Mongolian city __ Bator
  5. Coconut palms
 10. Rounded knob
 14. Japanese city
 15. Type of sandwiches
 16. A type of shape
 17. Son of Shem
 18. French modernist painter
 19. Grandmother
 20. Mammary gland of female 
cattle
 22. Hill or rocky peak
 23. Secret political clique
 24. Songs to one’s beloved
 27. “Boardwalk Empire” 
actress Gretchen
 30. Father
 31. Chinese philosophical 
principle
 32. Restrict the number or 
amount of
 35. Combined into a single 
entity

 37. Brother or sister
 38. Evil spirit
 39. Materials in the earth’s 
crust
 40. Partner to cheese
 41. Of the sun
 42. Baseball great Ty
 43. After B
 44. Place to relax on the beach
 45. Folk singer DiFranco
 46. Partly digested food
 47. Small dog breed
 48. Japanese honorific
 49. Salts
 52. Beard moss genus
 55. Mountain pass
 56. Type of sword
 60. Albanian language
 61. Metric weight unit
 63. Italian Seaport
 64. Longtime late night host
 65. Extremely angry
 66. Wading bird
 67. Days in mid-month

 68. Omitted from printed 
matter
 69. Upper body part
CLUES DOWN
 1. Two-toed sloth
  2. Cooking ingredient
  3. Iranian city
  4. Accuses
  5. Corrie
  6. Delivered a speech
  7. Collection of sacred books
  8. Theatrical
  9. Very fast airplane
 10. Arm bones
 11. Ancient kingdom near 
Dead Sea
 12. __ fide: legit
 13. Gemstone
 21. Counsels
 23. Corporate bigwig
 25. Cool!
 26. Touch lightly
 27. Small Milky Way 
constellation
 28. Satirical website
 29. Border lines
 32. Soft drinks

 33. Capital of Guam
 34. Six-membered ring 
(chemistry)
 36. Bar bill
 37. Car mechanics group
 38. Notable Bill Murray 
character
 40. Health care for the aged
 41. Gurus
 43. A passage with access only 
at one end
 44. Reduce
 46. Spy organization
 47. The upper surface of the 
mouth
 49. Plants of the lily family
 50. Type of reef
 51. Oral polio vaccine 
developer
 52. Mottled citrus fruit
 53. Lose
 54. Former Brazilian NBAer
 57. Baseball great Ruth
 58. __ Clapton, musician
 59. Chance
 61. Spanish soldier
 62. CNN’s founder

WORDS
ADVERTISEMENT
AUCTION
BARGAIN

BOGO
BUDGET
CODE
COUPONS

DEALS
DISCOUNTED
EVENT
FREEBIE

GARAGE
HAGGLE
HOLIDAY
INVEST

LOYALTY
MONEY
NEGOTIATE
PERCENTAGE

PRICES
SALE
STEAL
TRANSACTION
YARD
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BLUE RIDGEFAMILY FUN DAY
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 712 NOON TO 4PM

Blue Ridge Recreation Area

ACTIVITIES
Bouncy Castle & Obstacles
Canoes
Indigenous Storytelling
Horse-drawn Carriage Rides

Environmental Learning 
Roving Performers
Face Paint
... and MORE!

FREE FAMILY FUN

FREE!

5km north of Blue Ridge, east off
of Highway 658

FREE HOT DOGS

Five ways to save money on your daily essentials
(NC) Given the cost 

of living challeng-
es that many of us 
are facing in 2024, it 
seems like everyone is 
pinching pennies and 
stretching their dollars 
as far as they can. If 
you’re looking to save 
money on your dai-
ly essentials, here are 
some practical ways to 
embrace a more frugal 
lifestyle:
1.	Create a budget: 

If you aren’t bud-
geting already this 
is a necessary start. 
Track your monthly 
spending and get a 
sense of where ex-
actly your money is 
going. This will give 
you a great view into 
your spending hab-

its. Then review your 
expenses and make 
a go-forward plan. 
Where can you reel 
in your spending on 
items that may escape 
your attention? For 
example, check your 
service contracts and 
see if you can bring 
your monthly costs 
down.

2.	Bulk buying: Do 
you have items you 
use regularly? En-
joy a lower cost per 
unit by stocking up 
on pantry staples 
and household items. 
Stocking up on items 
may have a larger 
upfront cost, but if 
you’re able to buy 
them during sales 
you can save money 

in the long run.
3.	Memberships, dis-

counts and coupons: 
Unlock savings ga-
lore by diving into 
the world of coupons, 
discount codes and 
loyalty programs. 
Many stores offer 
regular discounts for 
members. Be sure to 
keep an eye out for 
promotions and dis-
count codes when 
shopping online and 
take advantage of re-
tailers that offer price 
matching.

4.	Savvy shopper se-
crets: Before you 
buy be sure to com-
pare prices. Check 
weekly flyers, price 
comparison websites 
or apps that help you 
find the lowest pric-
es and price match 
where possible.

5.	Bundling bonanza: 
From insurance to 
gym memberships, 
some companies of-
fer discounts or pro-
motional rates when 
you bundle multiple 
services together. 
When it comes to 
telecommunications 
providers, customers 
can save big by bun-
dling their streaming 
services. As an exam-
ple, customers with 
Koodo can save with 
“Happy Stack,” a 
bundle that includes 
cellphone, internet 
and streaming ser-
vices rolled into one 
discounted price.
By incorporating 

these lifestyle tips you 
can take charge of your 
finances and embark 
on a journey towards a 
more financially secure 
future.

The PressThe Press
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$1,698,000.00

4.34 Acres Land Downtown Whitecourt, located next 
to Northern Gateway Schoolboard, Zoned C1/C2- 
Downtown Commercial & Service Commercial.

ATTENTION 
LAND DEVELOPERS!

780-779-8002
CALL

This is a fully serviced lot - 
ready to be built on.

$1,111,000.00

780-779-8002
CALL

2.24 Acres - Land downtown Whitecourt , situated 
between Microtel Hotel and Holiday Inn, Zoned C1/C2 
Downtown Commercial & Service Commercial.

ATTENTION 
LAND DEVELOPERS!

This is a fully serviced lot - 
ready to be built on.

Big and small

Whitecourt trails get many visitors from both the two-
legged and four-legged varieties, and they come in all shapes 
& sizes. These two cuties are the perfect example of that! 
Gunner (the big guy) and Odin (the little guy) were out with 
their humans on Friday morning, enjoying a sunny walk. They 
might be vastly different size-wise, but they equally love the 
Whitecourt trail system. Odin proves good things come in small packages.

Gunner's 
a big boy!
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Back on track: Energy 
bolstered Alberta's exports 

up through the first half

Export revenues in 
Alberta advanced in 
the second quarter after 
a slow start to the year.

According to new 
Statistics Canada data, 
the value of Alberta’s 
merchandise exports 
reached almost $48 bil-
lion in Q2 2024, 15% 
higher than the same 
quarter in 2023. 

Most of this increase 
is due to energy exports 
growing by 19% in 
value from last year’s 
level. There were a few 
factors at play behind 
the jump in revenues:

1.	Alberta’s crude oil 
transportation ca-
pacity increased 
significantly (up to 
590,000 barrels per 
day) with the Trans 
Mountain Expan-
sion (TMX) com-

ing online earlier 
this year. Bolstered 
by demand from 
Asian countries, 
national crude oil 
volumes* surged 
7.8% year-over-
year (y/y) in the 
second quarter.

2.	West Texas Inter
mediate oil prices 
were higher, aver-
aging US$81 in Q2 
of 2024 compared 
to US$74 in Q2 of 
2023.

3.	Wildfires disrupted 
crude production 
in May and June of 
last year.

There were some 
improvements on the  
non-energy side as 
well, up 2.9% y/y and 
aided by higher wood 
(+12.6% y/y) and farm, 
fishing and intermedi-
ate food (+4.0% y/y) 
product sales.

Bolstered by the 

strong increase in Q2, 
Alberta’s aggregate 
export revenues are 
up by 4.4% year-to-
date (YTD) relative to 
the first six months of 
2023. 

Alberta’s contribu-
tion to Canada’s ex-
port growth was higher 
than any other prov-
ince over the first half 
of the year. Even so, 
the YTD value of ex-
ports eased 0.3% na-
tionally with a major 
pull back in Saskatch-
ewan (-19%) primarily 
due to lower metal ores 
and non-metallic min-
eral product exports.

We expect oil and 
gas export volumes to 
rise almost 5% and be a 
key driver of Alberta’s 
GDP growth this year.

*Merchandise export 
volume estimates are 
not available at a pro-
vincial level.

By Siddhartha  
Bhattacharya, ATB  
ECONOMICS

Alberta RCMP recommends 
motorcyclists with a need 

for speed take it to the track
Modern motorcy-

cles are extraordinarily 
powerful and capable 
of extreme acceleration 
and high speeds. In a 
controlled environment, 
like a racetrack, there is 
little more exhilarating. 
On public roads and 
highways, there is little 
that is more dangerous. 
Whether you are riding 
a cruiser, an adventure 
bike, or a sport bike, it 
is important to under-
stand that the same risk 
factors exist for any cat-
egory of rider:

•	 Behaviour of other 
motorists

•	 Changing road 

conditions like de-
bris, oil, gravel, or 
moisture

•	 Braking and han-
dling characteris-
tics of your motor-
cycle relative to the 
road surface

•	 Wildlife
•	 Mechanical fitness 

of your motorcycle
•	 Weather and road 

visibility
These risks are con-

trolled for environment 
like the racetrack, and 
should something hap-
pen, safety personnel 
are only a few seconds 
away. Conversely, on 
public roads, these risk 

factors remain high. The 
Alberta RCMP want to 
remind motorcyclists to 
stay defensive, attentive, 
and diligent with re-
gards to safety, and that 
includes resisting the 
temptation to squeeze 
the throttle for too long.  

Alberta is home to 
several top-notch mo-
torsport facilities. Your 
Alberta RCMP rec-
ommends taking your 
need for speed to one of 
these fine places. You 
might even find one of 
us making passes or 
turning laps out there.

Please slow down 
and take it to the track.

The Whitecourt Sports Hosting Program awarded $3,000 to 
the U11 AA Baseball Alberta Provincial Championships hosted 
in Whitecourt July 26-28. The U18AA Provincial Championship 
event was held at the Graham Acres Ball Diamonds and 
was provincially sanctioned by Baseball Alberta Provincial 
Championships. This event had a positive economic impact 
on the community utilizing hotel room rentals and numerous 
families visiting our community from across the region.

The PressThe Press
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What is mortgage protection, 
and why might you want it?

(NC) Homeown-
ership is a big step, 
whether you’re a first-
time buyer or not. Pro-
tecting your new home 
typically involves get-
ting new locks, install-
ing an alarm system 
and maybe even getting 
a “guard” dog. How-
ever, something you 
might not have consid-
ered is to help protect 
your mortgage.

TD Mortgage Pro-
tection, for example, 
offers optional cover-
age to help safeguard 
one of your biggest 
financial obligations. 
You’ve worked hard 
for your new home, and 
you likely want to help 
ensure you and your 
loved ones can stay in 

it as long as you want, 
whether it’s your starter 
or forever home.

If you’re not sure what 
mortgage protection is, 
here’s a breakdown:

In the unfortunate 
event that something 
happens to you, like a 
serious injury, death 
or critical illness that 
is included in your 
insurance coverage, 
mortgage protection 
can step in to reduce or 
pay off the remainder 
of your mortgage, up 
to $1 million. If your 
claim is approved, it 
could help ensure your 
loved ones can remain 
in the family home and 
could lift your mort-
gage payment obliga-
tion from the shoulders 

of you and your family.
Mortgage protection 

can help homeowners 
protect their financial 
well-being by offering 
mortgage critical illness 
and life insurance. If you 
are enrolled with active 
coverage and subse-
quently suffer a covered 
serious injury caused 
by an accident, are di-
agnosed with a covered 
critical illness such as a 
stroke, life-threatening 
cancer or acute heart 
attack, or if you pass 
away, your outstanding 
mortgage balance could 
be reduced or paid off, 
up to $1 million.

Learn more about 
mortgage protection at 
td.com/mortgagepro-
tection.

Auctioneers Note:
All Items to be removed following sale. No restrictions.

Payment in full day of sale - Cash or Cheque,
Absentee bids welcome

 Subject to additions or deletions.•
www.heartlandauctions.ca

License No: 331066

AUCTIONS

Call Nick 587-982-4306 or see more pictures at www.hlauctions.ca

Book your auction sale today with Heartland Auctions, “Where there are friends at an auction Sale”!

AUCTIONS

10039 107 St. Westlock
780-349-6877

GLEN & DIANE McKEE ACREAGE
DISPERSAL TIMED AUCTION

Aug 18 - Aug 22, 2024 - Viewing Aug 18 & Aug 22 From 10am - 7pm
Join Stella Stevens from 840 CFCW Live on location Aug 21 from Noon - 4pm

Contact Diane or Glenn @ 780-446-6958 for info on lots. 
Pickup Aug 23 & 24 - 21341 Twp Rd 534, Strathcona County, Ardrosson, AB

1963 1/2 Ford Galaxy 500XL first official 1/2 year model with sports roof, 427 engine, restored driving model 
* Vintage Democrat Buggies 2 are custom built, build of oak and fir with removable seats, tongue and neck 
yokes, eveners, cushions, etc. * Full Scale Concord Replicate 1862 Central Harbor Fully Restored Built from 
Abbott and Downy Blue Prints, Original Oak Hubs, Original Steel Rims, Manual Brakes, Original Paint 
Texture and colors, Very well constructed with poles * 1992 Ford F250 3/4 Ton Pickup * Vintage Restoration 
Vehicles * Massey Ferguson 300 Backhoe with Perkins Engine * Plus lots of Horse Tack and much more
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Thu., Aug. 22
Mainly sunny

20%
22ºC
12ºC

NE 6 km/h
-

Sat., Aug. 24
Sunny
10%
22ºC
11ºC

W 6 km/h
-

 Sun., Aug. 25 
Cloudy with showers

60%
21ºC
10ºC

W 14 km/h
1-3mm

Fri., Aug. 23
Sunny
10%
22ºC
11ºC

S 7 km/h
-

Wed., Aug. 21
Sunny
20%
23ºC
13ºC

W 7 km/h
-

Auctions
Meier Unreserved Live 
Auction Sale for Ronwood 
Enterprises Ltd. Saturday 
August 17 10am. Con-
sort.   Kenworth C500B 
Tri/Axel Hot Oil Truck. 
2017 Gerry's Tri/Axel 
Double Drop. 1984 Ken-
worth Winch Truck. Lazer 
Tridem Tanker Trailer. Laz-
er Triden Pup Tank Trailer. 
2001 Mack Winch Truck. 
John Deere Skid Steer, 
Liquid Storage Tanks, Fuel 
Tanks, Shop Equipment. 
Visit www.meierauction.
com for more details.

Career Training
BLANKET THE PROV-
INCE with a classified ad. 
Only $269/wk (based on 
25 words or less). Reach 
almost 80  weekly news-
papers. Call NOW for de-
tails. 1-800-282-6903 Ext 
225; www.awna.com. 

Farm Machinery
GET YOUR MESSAGE 
SEEN ACROSS Alberta. 

The Blanket Classifieds 
or Value Ads reach over 
600,000 Alberta readers 
weekly. Two options start-
ing at $269 or $799 to get 
your message out! Busi-
ness changes, hiring, items 
for sale, cancellations, 
tenders, etc. People are 
increasingly staying home 
and rely on their local 
newspapers for informa-
tion. KEEP people in the 
loop with our 80 Weekly 
Community Newspapers. 
Call THIS NEWSPAPER 
now or email classifieds@
awna.com  for details. 
1-800-282-6903, 780-
434-8746 X225.  www.
awna.com.

Employment Opportunity
WANTED: REPORTER 
AND PHOTOGRAPHER. 
Job starts now and goes 
until March 2025. Con-
tact the Lakeside Leader 
at 780-849-4380; email 
lakesideleader@gmail.com.

Feed and Seed
WE BUY DAMAGED 

GRAIN - Heated, Mixed, 
Tough, Light, Bugs, Spring 
Thrashed....Barley, Wheat, 
Oats, Peas, Flax, Cano-
la. "On Farm Pickup". 
Westcan Feed & Grain 
1-877-250-5252.

ALBERTA FEED GRAIN: 
Buying Oats, Barley, 
Wheat, Canola, Peas, 
Screenings, Mixed Grains. 
Dry, Wet, Heated, or 
Spring Thresh. Prompt 
Payment. In House 
Trucks, In House Excre-
ta Cleaning. Vac Rental. 
1-888-483-8789.

Health
HIP/KNEE REPLACE-
MENT. Other medical con-
ditions causing TROUBLE 
WALKING or DRESSING? 
The Disability Tax Credit 
allows for $3,000 yearly 
tax credit and $30,000 
lump sum refund. Take ad-
vantage of this offer. Ap-
ply NOW; quickest refund 
Nationwide: Expert help. 
1-844-453-5372.

Odds of a child becoming 
a top fashion designer: 1 in 7,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed
with autism: 1 in 110

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autisms peaks.org

Some signs to look for:

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

© 2010 Autism Speaks Inc. “Autism Speaks” and “It’s Time To Listen” & design are trademarks owned by Autism Speaks Inc. All rights reserved.

Real Estate
SELLING MY RETIRE-
MENT HOUSE with river 
and mountain views on 
3.93 acres along the Red 
Deer River and adjoining 
200+ acres of environ-
mental reserve. Buy 4 
acres and enjoy the use of 
204 acres. For more infor-
mation and pictures, see 
MLS listing #A2148481.

Services
CRIMINAL RECORD? 
Why suffer employment/
licensing loss? Travel/
business opportunities? 
Be embarrassed? Think: 
Criminal Pardon. US entry 
waiver. Record purge. File 
destruction. Free consul-
tation. 1-800-347-2540. 
www.accesslegalmjf.com.

PRIVATE MORTGAGE 
LENDER. All real estate 
types considered. No 
credit checks done. Deal 
direct with lender and get 
quick approval. Toll free 
1-866-405-1228; www.

firstandsecondmortgages.
ca.

Travel
VISIT OSOYOOS, BC - 
A haven for snowbirds 
looking for milder winter 
weather and an abun-
dance of activities! Hotel 
suites starting from just 
$750/month. Learn more 
at www.osoyoossnow-
birds.com; call the Os-
oyoos Visitor Centre at 
1-888-676-9667) or 
email: visit@destination-
osoyoos.com to request 
digital information on win-
tering in Osoyoos.

Wanted
COLLECTOR/ ENTRE-
PRENEUR PURCHASING 
COINS & COLLECTIONS! 
CASH PAID! ROYAL CA-
NADIAN MINT COINS, 
collections, rare & old 
coins, silver & gold coins, 
jewelry, nuggets, bullion, 
sterling, gold & silver! 
306-774-2420.

The PressThe Press
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Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858

A locally owned and family operated 
newspaper serving Whitecourt

The Press is printed on high quality newsprint using 
vegetable based ink. We encourage you to share, save, 

reuse, rehash & recycle.

Published every wednesday

The PressThe Press

Dollar Values as of August 21, 2024

One Canadian Dollar = 0.72 US Dollar
at an exchange rate of 0.7287 (using nominal rate).

Money Matters

Letter to the Editor policy
The Press welcomes readers to write letters to the 
Editor. A maximum of 300 words is preferred but not 
necessary. Letters must carry a first name or two 
initials with surname and include an address and 
daytime telephone number. All letters are subject to 
editing. Please email letters to wctpress@gmail.com.

Eagle River Casino & Travel Plaza 
Now Hiring Casino Shift Manager NOC 62022

Responsibilities:

Quali� cations: 

• Co-ordinate, assign and review the work of 
casino workers

• Establish work schedules and procedures and 
co-ordinate activities with other work units or 
departments

• Resolve work-related problems and prepare 
and submit progress and other reports

• Hire and train staff  in job duties, safety 
procedures, and company policies

• Requisition of supplies and materials
• Ensure smooth operation of computer 

systems, equipment, and machinery, and 
arrange for maintenance and repair work

• May perform the same duties as workers 
supervised

• Perform the same duties as workers 
supervised

• Assist clients/guests with special needs
• Co-ordinate, assign and review work
• Ensure smooth operation of computer 

systems, equipment, and machinery, and 
arrange for maintenance and repair work

• Establish work schedules and procedures and 
co-ordinate activities with other work units or 
departments

• Hire and train staff  in job duties, safety 
procedures, and company policies

• Requisition materials and supplies
• Resolve work-related problems and prepare 

and submit progress and other reports.

• Completion of secondary school is usually required.
• Completion of college courses related to the 

area supervised may be required.
• Experience in the occupation supervised is 

usually required.
• AGLC casino gaming license will be required.
• Must be able complete Smart training courses
• AML certifi cate

Experience:  3 – 5 years.
Education:  Completion of secondary school is required, casino gaming license.
Terms of Employment:  Permanent full-time 44-hour work week.
Language:  English
Employment Conditions:  Shift work, Day, Evenings, Weekends, Holidays, Nights.
Wage:  $23.08 per hour.
Benefi ts Package:  Vision, Dental, and Health after a 90-day probation period.
Location:  Twp.Rd.602A, Hwy 32 North, Whitecourt, AB Canada.
Address:   Eagle River Casino & Travel Plaza P.O Box 10 Whitecourt, Alberta 

Canada T7S-1N3.
Contact:  780-779-2727 or Fax 780-706-7451
Visit our Website:  www.eaglerivercasino.ca
How to Apply:  Send resume to HR@eaglerivercasino.ca, mail or fax.

Eagle River Casino & Travel Plaza 
Now Hiring Security Guard Supervisor NOC 62029

Responsibilities:

Quali� cations: 

• Co-ordinate, assign and review the work of 
security guards and other service workers not 
elsewhere classifi ed

• Establish work schedules and procedures and 
co-ordinate activities with other work units or 
departments

• Resolve work-related problems and prepare 
and submit progress and other reports

• Hire and train staff  in job duties, safety 
procedures, and company policies

• Requisition of supplies and materials
• Ensure smooth operation of computer 

systems, equipment, and machinery, and 
arrange for maintenance and repair work

• Monitor quality and production levels
• May perform the same duties as workers 

supervised.
• Arrange for maintenance and repair work

• Assist clients/guests with special needs
• Co-ordinate activities with other work units or 

departments
• Ensure smooth operation of computer 

equipment and machinery
• Establish work schedules and procedures
• Handle emergency situations
• Monitor quality and production levels
• Prepare and submit progress and other reports
• Requisition or order materials, equipment, and 

supplies
• Resolve work-related problems
• Supervise the operation of mechanical 

equipment and machinery
• Supervise, co-ordinate and schedule (and 

possibly review) activities of workers
• Train staff /workers in job duties, safety 

procedures, and company policies. 

• Completion of college courses related to the 
area supervised may be required.

• Experience in the occupation supervised is 
usually required.

• Certifi cation or licensing AGLC.
• Must be able to complete Smart training course
• Must have a valid driver’s license class 5
• Must be able to complete AML.

Experience:  2 – 3 years.
Education:  Completion of secondary school an asset.
Terms of Employment:  Permanent full-time 44-hour work week.
Language:  English
Employment Conditions:  Shift work, Day, Evenings, Weekends, Holidays, Nights.
Wage:  $20.77 per hour. 
Benefi ts Package:  Vision, Dental, Health after 90-day probation period.
Location:  Twp.Rd.602A, Hwy 32 North, Whitecourt, AB Canada.
Address:   Eagle River Casino & Travel Plaza P.O Box 10 Whitecourt, Alberta 

Canada T7S-1N3   
Contact:  780-779-2727 or Fax 780-706-7451 
Visit our Website:  www.eaglerivercasino.ca   
How to Apply:  Send resume to HR@eaglerivercasino.ca, mail or fax

Shift Incentive for Overnights Please visit www.whitecourt.ca for all 
employment opportunities and details 
on how to apply.

If you enjoy a fast-paced, progressive work environment and 
you have a passion for serving the local community then this 
may be the opportunity for you! We believe that our values of 
diversity, collaboration, innovation and mutual respect bring 
out the best in our team, and we are currently looking to fi ll the 
following positions:

Job#: 24-042, Lifeguard and/or Instructor I, Casual 
Position.
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WORD SEARCH

CROSSWORDS SUDOKU

PUZZLES SOLUTIONS

www.whitecourtpress.com

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Current opportunities are posted on the Town’s website and when required, opportunities are posted on purchasingconnection.ca.  Currently, Whitecourt has the following 
opportunities:

• Project Number: 08-01-2024 – Gravel Pit Contouring. Closes: August 31, 2024 at 2:00pm MST.
• Project Number: 01-2024-43-01 – Collection of Solid Waste and Recyclables from Town Facilities. Closes: August 23, 2024 at 2:00pm MST.

For further details on any of these opportunities visit www.whitecourt.ca and search the project title.

NOTICE OF DECISION
The following decisions were made by the Development Authority:

Application 24-074: 44 Prestilien Drive – Variance Application – Over Height Fence – Approved with Conditions.

Date of Decision(s): August 13, 2024 Appeal Closes at 4:00pm: September 3, 2024

An Appeal of the above decision(s) may be made by submitting a written appeal and appeal fee ($300) to the Offi ce of the Secretary of the Subdivision and Development Appeal 
Board, Town of Whitecourt Administration Building, Box 509, Whitecourt, Alberta, T7S 1N6 prior to 4:00pm on the above noted date.  Any person(s) affected by the said proposal(s), 
has the right to appeal prior to the above date.

NOTICE OF DECISION
The following decisions were made by the Municipal Planning Commission:

Application 24-038: 3710 33 Street (Lot 13, Block 16, Plan 052 4252) – Discretionary Use – Equipment Sales, Rental, and Repair (Heavy) – Approved with Conditions.

Date of Decision(s): August 8, 2024 Appeal Closes at 4:00pm: August 29, 2024

An Appeal of the above decision(s) may be made by submitting a written appeal and appeal fee ($300) to the Offi ce of the Secretary of the Subdivision and Development Appeal 
Board, Town of Whitecourt Administration Building, Box 509, Whitecourt, Alberta, T7S 1N6 prior to 4:00pm on the above noted date.  Any person(s) affected by the said proposal(s), 
has the right to appeal prior to the above date.

The PressThe Press
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Thank you to all those loving 
families who've adopted the 

pets at the Whitecourt Vet Clinic. 

Whitecourt Veterinary 
Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave

Less than a dollar a day, $300.00 a 
year. Call now to book your spot.

780-779-8546

We're there 
where you need 

us most!

Providing Traffic 
Control and Piloting

Road Monitoring 
& Radar Services

Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties

780-865-5815

• Traffic Control 
Personnel

• Provide service for 
emergency lane or road 

closures
• Construction 
zzone set ups

DEBT PROBLEMS??? 
780-424-9944

FREE Consultation
www.DEBTFREE.ca

A.C. Waring 
& Associates Inc. 

 Licensed Insolvency Trustee 
Trustee in Bankruptcy

Foreclosure Fear?
Wage Garnishment?

Call Us.  Talk to Us.  We can help you NOW.

Bank Loan Recalled?
Mortgage/Rent Arrears?

MICHAEL EPP 
Partner

CPA, CA, CMA

TERRY ST. LAURENT
Partner

 CPA, CGA, CA

METRIXGROUP.CA

Fox Creek/Whitecourt/La Crete
T: 780-778-3091 T: 780-928-9525

Edmonton
T: 780-489-9606

Toll Free: 1-877-489-9606

Lloydminster
T: 780-875-7433

Evansburg
T: 780-727-2017

Fort Saskatchewan
T: 780-992-0266

Accounting Tax Estates and Trusts Consulting
Contract

Controllership
Audit and

Review Engagements

4927 – 51st Avenue, PO Box 328, Whitecourt, AB T7S 1N5

ATS

(780) 779-0673 

Appliance and 
Refrigeration

Whitecourt, AB. 

(780) 779-0673 

NEED HELP? CALL ANYTIME! (24-7)
Mental Health Helpline 1-877-303-2642 

• Addiction Helpline 1-866-332-2322 • Health Link 811


