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The PressThe Press
Concerns with the Police 

Funding Model created chatter at 
Woodlands County Council desks

A survey from Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) on the 
Police Funding Model stirred up conversation at a recent 
Woodlands County Council meeting. The elected officials 
discussed how best to respond to it. See story page 5.

Councillor John Burrows

Councillor Alan Deane

Councillor 
Peter Kuelken
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INFORMATION
SESSIONS

HIGHLIGHTS

Tuesday, October 8, 5:00 - 7:00 pm
Fort Legion (Memorial) Hall
32 State Ave, Fort Assiniboine
 

Wednesday, October 9, 5:00 - 7:00 pm
Woodlands County Council Chambers
1 Woodlands Lane, Whitecourt
  

Thursday, October 10, 5:00 - 7:00 pm
Anselmo Hall
AB-647, Woodlands County

Details and additional information will be provided at the
Land Use Bylaw Public Information Session and on the
website noted below for those unable to attend.

Woodlands County is exploring updates to
its Land Use Bylaw. Woodlands County
residents and business owners are
encouraged to attend public information
sessions. These meetings provide an
opportunity for County residents to review
and provide feedback on the proposed
new/revised sections of the bylaw. For
those who were unable to attend the
sessions in June, the information is
available on the County website
https://woodlands.ab.ca/p/lub-update

Feedback Survey: 
An online survey will be available the week
of September 23 for residents to provide
feedback on the proposed land use bylaw.
A link to the survey will be available on the
Woodlands County website
https://woodlands.ab.ca/p/lub-update
The survey closes October 18.

Why Attend an Information Session?

The session will provide residents
with an opportunity to review and
give feedback on proposed
new/revised bylaw sections.
Residents have an opportunity to
discuss any concerns with staff.
Access the online survey to submit
your feedback on the available
sections.

More online: https://woodlands.ab.ca/p/lub-update        Email: planning@woodlands.ab.ca

Scan the QR code
for more
information about
the land use bylaw
update
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MEMBERS AT LARGE REQUIREDMEMBERS AT LARGE REQUIRED

BECOME INVOLVED IN THE DECISIONS THAT AFFECT YOU AND YOUR COMMUNITY!

Woodlands County is seeking applications and letters of interest from residents to serve as mem-
bers on the municipality’s Council Committees. 

Agriculture Services Board - 2 vacancies
Economic Development Committee - 2 vacancies
Municipal Planning Commission - 1 vacancy
Community Services Committee – 2 vacancies
Community Services Committee – 1 adult and 1 youth vacancy (1-year term)
Subdivision and Development Appeal Board – 3 vacancies
Pride Valley Aggregate Oversight Steering Committee – 1 vacancy (3-year term)
Woodlands County Library Board – 1 vacancy (3-year term)

Positions are held for a two-year period from November 1, 2024, to October 31, 2026, (unless 
otherwise stated).  

Learn more about each committee and apply online at woodlands.civicweb.net or submit letters of 
interest and/or resume and experience to either of our municipal offices. 

Application Deadline: Wednesday, October 16, 2024, 4:30pm 

Submit Applications to:

Email: communications@woodlands.ab.ca

In-Person:
Woodlands County
Municipal Office, 
#1 Woodlands Lane, Whitecourt, AB  
Regional Municipal Office, 61053A Highway 33, Fort Assiniboine, AB

The PressThe Press
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FOR RENT IN FOX CREEK

Please phone 306 896 3133

For rent in Fox Creek, 3 bed mobile, large 
addition, on own, fully fenced lot, pets 
welcome, 2 wood stoves, new bathroom, 
ample parking, prefer outdoor enthusiasts 
or responsible people, appliances.

$1300
per month

DD SAME

Whitecourt will be 
applying to the Forest 
Resource Improve-
ment Association of 
Alberta (FRIAA) for 
funding to update 
Whitecourt’s Wildfire 
Mitigation Strategy.

The Fire Training 
Grounds, located at 
the Whitecourt Pub-
lic Works Shop, will 
be offcially renamed 
the Bruce Parrent Fire 
Training Grounds at 
a ceremony on Octo-
ber 1. Bruce Parrent 
served as Fire Chief 
of the Whitecourt Fire 
Department from 1992 
to 2010.

Whitecourt Town 
Council will be meet-
ing with the RCMP 
Commanding Offcer 
of “K” Division to dis-
cuss partnership op-

por- tunities later this 
month.

A delegation of 
ten students and two 
adults from White-
court’s Twin Town of 
Yubetsu, Japan will 
be visiting Whitecourt 
from September 24 to 
October 3. Residents 
from our communi-
ty will be hosting all 
of the guests in their 
homes, and there are 
a variety of activities 
and events planned as 
part of their visit.

Whitecourt, in part-
nership with a variety 
of local stakeholders, 
will be hosting the 10th 
annual Career & Ed-
ucation Expo on Sep-
tember 26, 2024. De-
tails on the event can be 
found on our website 
at www.whitecourt.ca/

business/expo2024.
2024 Small Business 

Week, October 20-26, 
pays tribute to the con-
tributions that small 
and medium-sized 
business make to the 
Canadian economy. 
Whitecourt, in part-
nership with commu-
nity stakeholders, will 
be hosting a variety 
of events to celebrate 
the week. Watch the 
@WhitecourtEcDev 
Facebook page for de-
tails.

Street closures in the 
downtown core have 
been approved on Oc-
tober 26, 2024 for the 
Whitecourt & District 
Chamber of Com-
merce’s Trunk or Treat 
event. Reminders of 
the road closures will 
be posted closer to the 
event date; and infor-
mation on the event can 
be found on the Cham-
ber of Commerce’s 
Facebook page.

Whitecourt Town 
Council updates

LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT
LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT

Grade two students at Pat Hardy Primary School picked out 
"good fit books" and learned that not every book was right for 
them. They also explored reading in different spots around the 
classroom to discover where they preferred to read.
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Concerns with the Police Funding Model created 
chatter at Woodlands County Council desks

During a recent 
Woodlands County 
meeting, the Council 
discussed a survey re-
quest from Rural Mu-
nicipalities of Alberta 
(RMA) on the rural 
impact of the Police 
Funding Model (PFM). 
The goal is to collect 
feedback from rural 
municipalities before 
the five-year Police 
Funding Model expires 
next year.

The Alberta Govern-
ment instated the Police 
Funding Regulation on 
April 1, 2020, and two 
initiatives came from 
it, one of them being 
the Police Funding 
Model. The PFM takes 
the cost of frontline of-
ficers and redistributes 
some of the cost to mu-
nicipalities serviced by 
the Provincial Police 
Service, the RCMP.

The total share by 
municipalities started 
at ten percent in 2020 
and slowly rose to 30 
percent this year. The 
current model expires 
next year. RMA in-
tends to advocate for 
its municipalities be-
fore the province signs 
a new one. The survey 
focused on four main 
areas: rural munici-
pal experiences with 
the PFM, perceptions 
of community safety, 
service levels at local 
detachments and the 
effect on local budgets.

Paul Benedetto, In-
terim CAO for Wood-
lands County, ex-
plained that it was a 
significant issue, given 
what it would impact. 
“When the province 
introduced the police 
funding model, our 
costs for RCMP were 
around $165,000, and 
this year, we just got the 
bill, and it’s $478,000. 
There’s been some off-
set because there is less 
contribution to the po-
licing under the Town 
of Whitecourt, but ob-
viously, this is a signifi-
cant expenditure.”

Councillor John Bur-
rows, who is on the 
RMA board, said that 
one of the “weakness-
es” under the current 
system was a funding 
anomaly where mu-
nicipalities pay for 
something they may 
not get. He said that if 
a detachment’s allot-
ment of members is 21, 
they would pay for that 
even if they were un-
derstaffed. “If they are 
temporarily down (by) 
two, permanently down 
(by) three and looking 
for one, (you are) still 
paying the exact same 
amount, and there is no 
accounting for any of 
those positions that are 
either temporarily not 
filled or permanently 
not filled or anything.”

He said there was no 
way to report on va-
cancies and only pay 

for active members. 
“We get a bill whether 
the positions are filled 
or not. It doesn’t seem 
like it’s a good system 
that way. I don’t have a 
problem paying for ser-
vices that you get, but 
services that you don’t, 
I don’t know why you 
would have to pay for 
them,” continued Bur-
rows.

Questions on the 
survey included the 
municipal perspective 
on the intent of the 
PFM, the top munici-
pal concern and a mu-
nicipality’s reaction to 
the model. Councillor 
Deane said he thought 
some questions were 
missing. “I want good 
service at a reasonable 
price, and nowhere in 
this survey is that ques-
tion being addressed. 
That’s probably the big-
gest one because we’ve 
been told consistently 
that our detachments 
haven’t been at capac-
ity. It wasn’t until two 
years ago that I realized 
we were paying for it.” 
Councillor Kuelken 
said it was happening 
across the County. “We 
have police represen-
tation on the east side 
and the west side with 
different divisions, and 
both of those divisions 
haven’t been staffed.” 
He said a recent inci-
dent highlighted the is-
sue. “It was called in as 
an attempted theft and 

vehicular assault, and 
they couldn’t respond 
because they didn’t 
have anybody in the 
office.

So, what are we pay-
ing for?” He did not 
clarify where in Wood-
lands County the call 
occurred.

Councillor Deane 
then pointed to ques-
tion ten, which asked 
municipalities how 
they had responded to 
increased costs. “We 
knew these costs were 
increasing, but we’ve 
only got one mecha-
nism, and that’s to in-
crease property tax. 
So, our residents need 
to hear that.” Council-
lor Kuelken added that 
another option was to 
reduce the services 
provided. “I don’t think 
that’s what they want to 
hear. Those are the only 
things.”

Another question 
that drummed up chat-
ter focused on com-
munication regarding 
increased costs to res-
idents. “How do we 
get the information out 
around cost increases 
on the police funding 
model or the police 
service level? We get 
quarterly updates from 
the Staff Sergeants with 
their reports and where 
they are at, but as far as 
information regarding 
the cost of it to resi-
dents, we don’t even 
get to see the conversa-

tion on how those costs 
come out. It’s based 
on an assessment from 
the province and just 
delivered to us. It’s an-
other requisition,” said 
Reeve Kusch.  Coun-
cillor Deane agreed. 
“It’s very similar to the 
Alberta School Requi-
sition. We are given a 
bill, and we have to pay 
it. I don’t think most 
residents are aware of 
that.”

Councillor Kuelken 
brought the conversa-
tion back to the issue 
concerning paying for 
a service that isn’t pro-
vided. “The difficulty 
is how do you tell your 
residents that, ya, we’re 
paying for policing, and 
you don’t even have the 
ability to say what the 
service level is. I don’t 
know how you put that 
into the survey.”

Councillor Deane 

agreed. He asked if 
RMA had worked with 
the province or the 
RCMP to understand 
why the system worked 
that way. Councillor 
Burrows said RMA had 
been asking the same 
questions.

Burrows pointed out 
that the issue is not at 
the feet of the RCMP. 
“I don’t want the 
RCMP thinking this is 
on them. For the most 
part, we’ve had really 
good relationships with 
the RCMP.

We’ve had great ser-
vice from the RCMP, 
and they’ve been a 
fantastic police force. 
I want to put that out 
there so people un-
derstand.” Woodlands 
County staff will carve 
a response based on the 
discussion and allow 
the Council to see it be-
fore sending it to RMA.

By Serena Lapointe

Local news printed 
on local newsprint

The PressThe Press
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Supporting growth in Whitecourt since 1922,  
we salute our not-for-profit community. 
Millar Western Forest Products Ltd. 
a resourceful company 

Your only LOCAL carrier serving the Community since 1950
Proud supporter of 

our local Organizations
780-778-2226

This page is sponsored by:

5027 - 51 Avenue, Open: Monday to Friday 10am - 4pm 780-396-8777

Offering support services for marginalized individuals
• Outreach worker, laundry and shower facilities 

by appt • Tax program & Bag Lunch Program

Soaring Eagle Support Society
"Serving the community for over 30 years"

The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food  
in order to help families in need. 

Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm
Phone: 780-778-2341

Located within the Carlan Services Community Centre
The Whitecourt Food Bank is operated by the Town of 
Whitecourt Food Bank Coordinator and dependent on 

volunteers to operate. The Food Bank relies on donations 
of cash or food from individuals and organizations. Local 
grocery stores drop off baked goods including bread and 

pastries weekly. Other corporations and schools  
schedule food drives throughout the year.

Open: Mon, Wed, & Fri 11 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Phone: 780-778-2341

Providing timely and 
easily accessible financial 

support for Whitecourt 
patients and their families 

who are dealing with a 
cancer diagnosis.

This can include help with parking costs for 
hospital visits, living expenses and unforeseen 
medical expenses. Applications can be made 
through the Drs at both Whitecourt Medical 
Clinics or (office hours, can leave a message): 

Kim Nendsa (President of Whitecourt  
Cancer & Wellness Society) 780-778-0932

Aimee Grierson 780-262-0222 
https://wctcancerwellness.com/

**Monthly meetings have been postponed due to 
COVID-19

WHITECOURT GROUP OF  
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS

All meetings are in person and online (hybrid) 
•	 Mondays 7:00pm
•	 Wednesdays 7:30pm

Meetings held at the Family Worship Center upstairs.
ZOOM ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude

Support group on Tuesdays 6:30pm - 8:30 pm,  
starting September 17, 2024 at Crossroads  

Community Church, 4419 44 Ave, Mayerthorpe.
$35 includes 12 weekly sessions. 

Pre-register by calling 780-786-2533.
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PUTTING A FACE ON SUICIDE

Are you or someone you know being bullied?

Toll Free, open 24 hours per day, seven days per week

SPONSORED BY

Tri-Logging 
is against 
bullying

Every 40 seconds somewhere around the 
world someone dies by suicide, that’s 99 

people every 66 minutes. Every day, that’s 
almost 100 people in the United States alone, 

and over 2160 worldwide. Putting a Face 
on Suicide (PAFOS) is a suicide awareness 
project that creates posters and videos to 

pay tribute to those we have lost to suicide 
with dignity and respect. PAFOS humanizes 
the daunting statistics; lovingly replacing 

numbers with faces.

Alberta Health Services – Public Service Announcement
Know warning 

signs of potential 
suicidal thoughts, 

plans
September 10 was 

World Suicide Preven-
tion Day, and Alberta 
Health Services (AHS) 
reminds Albertans that 
recognizing the risk fac-
tors and potential signs 
of suicidal thoughts is 
important and can be 
helpful in preventing 
death by suicide.

In adults, warning 
signs of potential sui-
cidal thoughts or plans 
include:
•	 Talking or writing 

about wanting to 
die or to hurt or kill 
themselves or some-
one else.

•	 Saying they feel 
hopeless, trapped, 
without purpose, in 
pain, or like they're a 
burden to others.

•	 Looking for ways to 

harm themselves. For 
example, they might 
buy a gun or stock-
pile medicines.

•	 Increasing their use 
of alcohol or drugs.

•	 Withdrawing from 
family, friends and 
activities.

•	 Seeming angry, 
grumpy, anxious or 
depressed.

•	 Eating or sleeping 
less or more than 
usual.

•	 Doing risky things, 
such as driving too 
fast.

•	 Giving away their 
belongings.
People can also be 

more at risk of suicide 
when they experience 
barriers accessing so-
cial and health services, 
mental illness, traumat-
ic life events, family vi-
olence, discrimination 
or have a diagnosis of a 
serious physical illness. 

Talking about suicide is 
one of the most effec-
tive means of reducing 
stigma and supporting 
those in need.

Albertans are encour-
aged to use the REACH 
Pathway to help re-
member what you can 
do to support someone 
who is struggling:
•	 Recognize when 

someone is strug-
gling.

•	 Engage in conversa-
tion and listen with 
empathy.

•	 Ask directly about 
suicidal thoughts and 
feelings.

•	 Connect to support 
and resources.

•	 Heal yourself by tak-
ing care of your own 
mental health.
Together, we can 

help prevent suicide by 
showing understanding 
and compassion and 
by encouraging people 

experiencing mental 
health challenges to 
reach out for support.

If you or somebody 
you know is struggling, 
there are resources to 
help:
•	 Mental Health Help-

line: 1-877-303-2642
•	 9-8-8 Suicide Crisis 

Helpline
•	 Kids Help Phone: 

Visit: kidshelpphone.
ca or call 1-800-668-
6868

•	 Indigenous Hope 
for Wellness Hotline  
Call: 1-855-242-
3310

•	 Canada Suicide Pre-
vention Service: call 
1-833-456-4566, vis-
it crisisservicescana-
da.ca, or text 45645

•	 National Trans Life-
line: Visit translife-
line.org or call 1-877-
330-6366

•	 Learn more at My-
Health.Alberta.ca

•	 Health Link 811
 
Alberta Health Ser-

vices is the provincial 
health authority re-
sponsible for planning 
and delivering health 
supports and services 
for more than four mil-
lion adults and children 
living in Alberta. Our 
mission is to provide a 

patient-focused, quali-
ty health system that is 
accessible and sustain-
able for all Albertans. 
Our current focus is on 
reducing emergency 
department wait times, 
improving EMS re-
sponse times, increas-
ing access to surgeries, 
and improving patient 
flow.

The PressThe Press
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Here’s How It Works: 
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

(March 21 - April 20)

(April 21 - May 21)

(May 22 - June 21)

(June 22 - July 22)

(July 23 - August 23)

(August 24 - September 22)

(September 23 - October 23)

(October 24 - November 22)

(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)

(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)

(January 21 - February 18)

(February 19 - March 20)

ARIES

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

HOROSCOPECROSSWORDSSUDOKU
Aries, you are quick to spend money lately, and 
that can prove problematic in the long run. It 
may be a good idea to sit down with a financial 
planner and sort out spending habits.

Taurus, this week you have free rein to follow 
your intuition and express your emotions to those 
around you. It’s beneficial to get in touch with 
how you are feeling and explore things further.

There is some unfinished business you need 
to clear up before you can fully focus on the 
week or even month ahead, Gemini. It may 
be scary, but you need to put it behind you.

Cancer, it is time to rally the troops, as many 
hands will make much faster work of some-
thing you need to get done. Ask your friends or 
family to pitch in as much as possible.

Leo, you’re finally ready to take a sizeable step 
toward completing a goal that has been on 
your list for what seems like an eternity. It will 
feel so great when it is far behind you.

Do you have an appetite for adventure this 
week, Virgo? You may not have to travel too 
far for all of the thrills and chills you desire. 
Look around for options close to home.

You may not be feeling like yourself, Libra. 
There’s something rumbling beneath the sur-
face that you don’t want to share with others 
just yet. There’s time to be patient.

Scorpio, as you move through the week, a 
certain relationship could begin weighing 
heavily on you. You’re not sure if you should 
commit further or move on.

Sagittarius, you’re not just ready to hit the 
ground running, you have the stamina to 
sail through at a rocket’s pace. This re-
newed sense of urgency can help.

Capricorn, the week may start off on a good 
note with plenty of entertaining distractions. 
Keep the fun going throughout the week.

Your attention span is limited this week, 
Aquarius. You may need to work from home 
or block out as many distractions as possible 
if you hope to get a single thing finished.

Make a point of delegating if your to-do list 
gets a little long over the next few days, Pisces. 
Your phone will be pinging constantly with 
alerts, so a little help can go a long way.

Crossword Clues
CLUES ACROSS
  1. Engine additive
  4. A type of test
  8. Curtail
 10. Irish surname
 11. The opposite of 
good
 12. Got rid of
 13. Central parts of a 
church building
 15. Stylistically
 16. Intestinal
 17. Negative potential 
outcomes
 18. Lived up to a 
standard
 21. Snag
 22. Time units (abbr.)
 23. Ad __

 24. “Partridge” actress 
Susan
 25. For each
 26. __ Paulo, city
 27. League titles
 34. More intensely 
black
 35. Slang for lovely
 36. Petrarch is known 
for them
 37. Old Eurasian 
wheat
 38. Body part
 39. Swedish rock 
group
 40. They’re worth 
avoiding
 41. Rising and falling 
of the voice

 42. Wings
 43. Enzyme import for 
respiration
CLUES DOWN
   1. Idyllic
  2. South Pacific 
island nations
  3. Shrub of the olive 
family
  4. Boundaries
  5. Encircle
  6. Weights
  7. Samberg is one
  9. Sheep sound
 10. European country
 12. Respected group 
of people
 14. Trigraph
 15. Prosecutors
 17. Assign a nickname
 19. Huge size
 20. Partner to cheese

 23. Fastballs
 24. Principle 
underlying the universe
 25. Distinct units of 
sound
 26. Title of respect
 27. Against
 28. Foot (Latin)
 29. One point east of 
due south
 30. Concerning the 
blood
 31. Type of 
pentameter
 32. North American 
peoples
 33. Layers of rock
 34. Georges __, 
French philosopher
 36. Lengthy tale

WORDS
ASANA
BANDHA
BODY

BREATH
CENTER
CHAKRA
CHATURANGA

CORE
ENERGY
FUNDAMENTALS
HATHA

MANTRA
MIND
MUDRA
NAMASTE

POSE
POSTURE
PRANA
SACRUM

STRENGTH
STRETCH
STYLE
UJJAYI
YOGA
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Let us know where you would like to see your tax dollars invested for the 2025 budget.

Town Council encourages you to share your thoughts on projects and plans at the 2025 
Budget Public Input Session.  The session is scheduled during the Regular Meeting of 
Council at 4:00 p.m.  

Monday, September 23 at 4:00 p.m.
Forest Interpretive Centre – Council Chambers
3002 – 33 Street, Whitecourt

Community members that are unable to attend the Public Input session are encouraged 

to submit comments.  Complete the online form on our website, call the Offi ce, or submit 
an email to the following address by 12:00 noon on Wednesday, September 18:

Town of Whitecourt
Box  509, 5004 52 Avenue
Whitecourt  AB  T7S 1N6
780-778-2273 ext. 227
administration@whitecourt.ca

All comments received regarding the 2025 Budget will be considered by Council during 
budget deliberations.

Whitecourt Town Council encourages the citizens of Whitecourt to recognize September 16 – 22, 2024 as National Coaches Appreciation Week.  Coaches provide a positive 
impact to athletes throughout our community and residents are encouraged to thank the coach that has helped them in life or to perform at their best.  Sport is the biggest volunteer 
segment in Canada and those volunteers are a crucial part of building a healthy, active, community.
#thankscoachWCT

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Current opportunities are posted on the Town’s website and when required, opportunities are posted on purchasingconnection.ca.  Currently, Whitecourt has the following 
opportunity:

• 2024-09-04: Transportation Master Plan. Closes: September 30, 2024 at 4:00PM MST.
• 2024-09-05: Allan & Jean Millar Centre Vending Machine Provision and Operation. Closes: October 4, 2024 at 12:00PM MST.

For further details on this opportunity, visit www.whitecourt.ca and search the project title.

NOTICE OF DECISION
The following decisions were made by the Municipal Planning Commission:

Subdivision W14-317: NW ¼ 36-59-12W5 – Request for 2 Year Extension – 25 Lots at Wellwood Drive – Approved with Conditions.

Date of Decision: September 12, 2024  Appeal Closes at 4:00pm: September 27, 2024

Application 24-077: Corner of 42 Street and 42 Avenue – Discretionary Use – Bulk Fuel Service – Approved with Conditions.

Application 24-080: 3801 35 Street – Discretionary Use – Equipment, Sales, Rental and Repair, Heavy – Approved with Conditions.

Application 24-081: 129 Mink Creek Road – Discretionary Use – Home Occupation, Day Care – Approved with Conditions.

Date of Decisions: September 12, 2024  Appeals Close at 4:00pm: October 3, 2024

An Appeal of the above decisions may be made by submitting a written appeal and appeal fee ($300) to the Offi ce of the Secretary of the Subdivision and Development Appeal 
Board, Town of Whitecourt Administration Building, Box 509, Whitecourt, Alberta, T7S 1N6 prior to 4:00pm on the above noted date.  Any person(s) affected by the said proposal(s), 
has the right to appeal prior to the above date.

WHITECOURT LAUNCHES 2025 BUDGET CONSULTATION

NATIONAL COACHES APPRECIATION WEEK
SEPTEMBER 16 – 22, 2024

The PressThe Press
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Career & Education Expo/Job 
Fair coming up this month and 

celebrating ten years of providing 
a space for opportunities 

A popular event held in the fall each year is coming around 
again. Whitecourt’s Career and Education Expo, which also 
includes a job fair, brings together loads of resources for area 
youth and members of the community at large. 

Keynote 
Speaker 
Kristen 

Cummings. 
(Speakers 
Bureau of 

Canada)

For the last decade, 
the Town of White-
court has held a Career 
and Education Expo for 
students and the gen-
eral public, shining a 
light on jobs and career 
opportunities in and 
around the close- knit 
region. The one-day 
event gathers post-sec-
ondary institutions, 
industry leaders, and a 
vast array of business 
and career choices with 
plenty of advice on 
how to reach the next 
step.

Representatives from 
Living Waters Sepa-
rate School Division, 
Northern Gateway 
Public Schools, the 
Alberta Government, 
Woodlands County, 
Town of Mayerthorpe, 
Community Futures 
Yellowhead East, the 
Educational Liaison 
Association of Alberta 
(ELAA), Whitecourt 
& District Chamber of 
Commerce, and CA-
REERS met with the 
Town’s administration 
to plan the event.

This year’s Expo will 
be held Thursday, Sep-
tember 26, from 8:30 
am to 4:00 pm at the 
Allan and Jean Millar 
Centre. “This is our 
tenth year, and we have 
quite a partnership. 
It’s grown quite a bit 

since our first event,” 
explained Rhonda 
Woods, Economic De-
velopment Officer for 
the Town, at the Town 
Council’s September 9 
regular meeting.

Over the years, the 
event has grown to in-
clude more job oppor-
tunities, career paths, 
and connections for 
students seeking infor-
mation on where they 
want to go for post-sec-
ondary and for what 
focus. It has also grown 
in popularity for area 
job seekers wanting a 
new career path to ex-
tend their learning as 
adults and see what’s 
close to home rather 
than moving away.

“In previous years, 
we’ve had close to 
1,200 students and over 
500 from the general 
public.

We’ve even seen up 
to 1,000 from the gen-
eral public in the past,” 
explained Woods. Stu-
dents from area school 
divisions bus in for the 
event, allowing stu-
dents to take full ad-
vantage of having face-
to-face conversations 
with potential bosses or 
potential post-second-
aries.

Those wanting to 
have an exhibit can 
do so at no charge. 
The event is also free 

for everyone, whether 
a student or a mem-
ber of the public. This 
year’s event will fea-
ture something new 
thanks to a grant re-
ceived through a part-
nership with the Cham-
ber. “We’re happy to 
have the Whitecourt 
and District Chamber 
of Commerce on board. 
They were instrumental 
in applying for a grant 
through the Alberta 
Chamber of Commerce 
(ACC Job Fair Grant 
Program) that helped 
us expand this to a Test 
Drive A Career event,” 
explained Woods.

The “Test Drive a 
Career” feature will 
happen in the Carbon-
ex Contractors Centre 
(Curling Rink). Attend-
ees will get to try var-
ious career opportuni-
ties on-site. “It used to 
be called Try a Trade, 
but that is now a regis-
tered trademark, so we 
can’t use it. We’re do-
ing the same thing but 
are calling it Test Drive 
a Career,” she noted.

She said people won’t 
want to miss it. “There 
will be opportunities 
that students and the 
general public can do, 
like hands-on demon-
strations and seeing 
what employment is in 
our backyard, and what 
kinds of things they can 

By Serena Lapointe

continued on page 12

look at experiencing.” 
The rest of the event’s 
activities will be inside 
the fieldhouse at the 
AJMC.

“We also have ELAA 
(Educational Liaison 
Association of Alber-
ta) coming, which is 

different college and 
university represen-
tatives. We are just 
confirming attendance 
from those,” added 
Woods. ELAA consists 
of Alberta post-second-
ary opportunities from 
colleges, universities, 

technical institutes, the 
RCMP and the Cana-
dian Forces. ELAA 
members coordinate 
and attend various 
events throughout the 
province, providing in-

The PressThe Press
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$1,698,000.00

4.34 Acres Land Downtown Whitecourt, located next 
to Northern Gateway Schoolboard, Zoned C1/C2- 
Downtown Commercial & Service Commercial.

ATTENTION 
LAND DEVELOPERS!

780-779-8002
CALL

This is a fully serviced lot - 
ready to be built on.

$1,111,000.00

780-779-8002
CALL

2.24 Acres - Land downtown Whitecourt , situated 
between Microtel Hotel and Holiday Inn, Zoned C1/C2 
Downtown Commercial & Service Commercial.

ATTENTION 
LAND DEVELOPERS!

This is a fully serviced lot - 
ready to be built on.

formation on post-sec-
ondary opportunities 
all in one place. Their 
website, www.elaa.
ab.ca, states there are 
over 1,800 certificates, 
diplomas, degrees and 
trades available in the 
province.

The ELAA board, 
which Woods said they 
are still confirming who 
will be at the Expo, 
consists of student re-
cruiters and enrollment 
advisors for various 
colleges and universi-
ties in Alberta, includ-
ing Concordia, Med-
icine Hat, St. Mary’s, 
Lakeland, MacEwan, 
Mount Royal, and Bur-
man.

There will also be an 
exhibitor keynote pre-
sentation from Kristen 
Cummings focused on 
increasing productivity 
through various strate-
gies, including employee 
attraction and retention.

Cummings, a mem-
ber of the Speakers 
Bureau of Canada, has 
25 years of experience 
as a speaker, consultant 
and facilitator and has 
a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Economics and 
a Master in Workplace 
and Adult Learning.

“We were also suc-
cessful with a $15,000 
grant through the 
LMP (Labour Market 
Partnership Program) 
through the Alberta 
Government. We were 
able to really enhance 
the event this year. We 
are happy with our 
partnerships. We’ve got 
a good team going, and 
we’re excited to bring 
this to the communi-
ty again,” explained 
Woods.

Councillor Tara Bak-
er spoke highly of the 
event. “This is a really 
good opportunity for 
kids, and now an adult 
learner like myself, it’s 
also great for people 

from all over the region. 
They can come and 
connect with the post 
secondaries that are 
coming.” She said in 
previous years, the at-
tendance has been great. 
“It’s elbow to elbow in 
there. It is jam-packed 
in there, and there’s tons 
of engagement.”

Woods added that in-
formation will be gath-
ered from the event 
to help support any 
changes in future years. 
“The Alberta Cham-
ber’s offering to have 
somebody come out to 
do some stats.

So, checking in with 
students and business-
es and asking some of 
those questions that 
maybe we want to hear 
and know about for the 
program in the future.” 
The 2024 Career & Ed-
ucation Expo/Job Fair 
will be from 9:30 am 
until 4 pm on Thurs-
day, September 26, at 
the AJMC. 

continued from page 11

Don't forget the 
school zones

It should go without saying, but not everyone gets the 
message. School is back in session, which means school 
zones are back to being slow and steady for the safety of all 
pedestrians. Getting somewhere quicker doesn't trump the 
safety of students in the crosswalk or anywhere else within the 
school zone because, let's be honest, sometimes kids don't 
make the right choices, crossing where they shouldn't or not 
looking. However, when we drive slowly, we can react faster. 
In a report from DriveSmartBC two years ago, they found that 
perpetrators of speeding in school zones were often well-
meaning parents running late. "These are the people that are 
in a hurry to drop the kids off before work, stop where they are 
not supposed to because they will "just be a minute" and drop 
their cargo off where they have to cross the busy street to get 
to the school because the parking lot is full," states the site. 
It goes further, explaining the "cost" of slowing down, which 
should give everyone a pause. "Let's consider a school zone 
about 400 meters in length. This distance might even be a bit 
long for most zones, but it takes about 29 seconds to drive this 
distance at 50 km/h. Slow down to 30 km/h, and it takes about 48 
seconds, or only 19 seconds longer. Nineteen seconds is trivial, 
and I'll dare to say that all drivers can spare 19 seconds out of 
their day to contribute to school zone safety." So, let's all do 
our part, Whitecourt, to keep kids safe. Slow down, be alert, and 
remember, nineteen seconds could be the difference between 
a good day and a really bad one. Between 8:00 am and 4:30 pm, 
school zones are a maximum of 30km/h.
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Thu., Sep. 19
Chance of a shower

40%
18ºC
6ºC

W 9 km/h
<1mm

Sat., Sep. 21
Chance of a shower

40%
17ºC
7ºC

NW 17 km/h
1-3mm

 Sun., Sep. 22
Cloudy with light rain

80%
17ºC
78ºC

NW 15 km/h
1-3mm

Fri., Sep. 20
Chance of a shower

30%
16ºC
7ºC

W 9 km/h
<1mm

Wed., Sep. 18
Chance of showers

40%
18ºC
7ºC

NW 20 km/h
-

Buildings For Sale
INTEGRITY POST FRAME 
BUILDINGS since 2008 
BUILT WITH CONCRETE 
POSTS. Barns, Shops, Rid-
ing Arenas, Machine Sheds 
and more, sales@integrity-
built.com 1-866-974-7678 
www.integritybuilt.com.

Career Training
BLANKET THE PROV-
INCE with a classified ad. 
Only $269/wk (based on 
25 words or less). Reach 
almost 80  weekly newspa-
pers. Call NOW for details. 
1-800-282-6903 ; www.
awna.com; email classi-
fieds@awna.com.

Coming Events
FIREARMS WANTED 
FOR OUR 2024 AUCTION 
PROGRAM: Rifles, Shot-
guns, Handguns, Antiques, 
Militaria, Collections, Es-
tates, Single Items. For Auc-
tion, or Possible Purchase: 
Toll-Free 1-800-694-2609, 
Email Us at sales@switz-
ersauction.com  or Visit Us 

@  www.switzersauction.
com.

Farm Machinery
GET YOUR MESSAGE 
SEEN ACROSS Alberta. 
The Blanket Classifieds 
or Value Ads reach over 
600,000 Alberta readers 
weekly. Two options start-
ing at $269 or $799 to get 
your message out! Business 
changes, hiring, items for 
sale, cancellations, tenders, 
etc. People are increasing-
ly staying home and rely 
on their local newspapers 
for information. KEEP 
people in the loop with 
our 80 Weekly Communi-
ty Newspapers. Call THIS 
NEWSPAPER now or email 
classifieds@awna.com  for 
details. 1-800-282-6903, 
780-434-8746 www.awna.
com.

Feed and Seed
ALBERTA FEED GRAIN: 
Buying Oats, Barley, 
Wheat, Canola, Peas, 
Screenings, Mixed Grains. 
Dry, Wet, Heated, or Spring 

Thresh. Prompt Payment. 
In House Trucks, In House 
Excreta Cleaning. Vac Rent-
al. 1-888-483-8789.

WE BUY DAMAGED 
GRAIN - Heated, Mixed, 
Tough, Light, Bugs, Spring 
Thrashed....Barley, Wheat, 
Oats, Peas, Flax, Cano-
la. "On Farm Pickup". 
Westcan Feed & Grain 
1-877-250-5252.

For Sale
WHITE SPRUCE TREES: 
5’ average $50. Installation 
ONLY $19. Includes: hole 
augered, Wurzel Dip en-
zyme injection, bark mulch 
application, staking. Mini-
mum order 20. One-time 
fuel charge: $150 - 200. 
Crystal Springs.  403-820-
0961. Quality guaranteed. 
www.albertasprucetrees.
com.

Health
HIP/KNEE REPLACE-
MENT. Other medical con-
ditions causing TROUBLE 
WALKING or DRESSING? 

Odds of a child becoming 
a top fashion designer: 1 in 7,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed
with autism: 1 in 110

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autisms peaks.org

Some signs to look for:

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

© 2010 Autism Speaks Inc. “Autism Speaks” and “It’s Time To Listen” & design are trademarks owned by Autism Speaks Inc. All rights reserved.

The Disability Tax Credit 
allows for $3,000 year-
ly tax credit and $30,000 
lump sum refund. Take ad-
vantage of this offer. Ap-
ply NOW; quickest refund 
Nationwide: Expert help. 
1-844-453-5372.

Services
CRIMINAL RECORD? Why 
suffer employment/licens-
ing loss? Travel/business 
opportunities? Be embar-
rassed? Think: Criminal 
Pardon. US entry waiver. 
Record purge. File destruc-
tion. Free consultation. 
1-800-347-2540. www.
accesslegalmjf.com.

PRIVATE MORTGAGE 
LENDER. All real estate 
types considered. No credit 

checks done. Deal direct 
with lender and get quick 
approval. Toll free 1-866-
405-1228; www.firstand-
secondmortgages.ca.

Travel

"CAMPGROUND designed 
for retired campers open 
for this fall season. To book, 
call 780-656-6559."

Wanted
COLLECTOR/ ENTRE-
PRENEUR PURCHASING 
COINS & COLLECTIONS! 
CASH PAID! ROYAL CA-
NADIAN MINT COINS, 
collections, rare & old 
coins, silver & gold coins, 
jewelry, nuggets, bullion, 
sterling, gold & silver! 
306-774-2420.

Local news printed 
on local newsprint

The PressThe Press
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Colourful fun at Festival Park

There was 
a little extra 
colour down 
at Festival 
Park last 
week. These 
vibrant 
designs filled 
with positive 
messaging 
were located 
just beyond 
the pavilion 
and enticed 
young and 
young at 
heart to hop 
and skip 
along through 
some timeless 
classics like 
hopscotch.

Vibrant colours.

Anyone up for a game of hopscotch? 

A special visitor, Constable Brown, stopped by the classrooms at Whitecourt 
Central School to welcome the students to the new school year.

Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858

A locally owned and family operated 
newspaper serving Whitecourt

The Press is printed on high quality newsprint using 
vegetable based ink. We encourage you to share, save, 

reuse, rehash & recycle.

Published every wednesday

The PressThe Press

Dollar Values as of September 18, 2024

One Canadian Dollar = 0.73 US Dollar
at an exchange rate of 0.7355 (using nominal rate).

Money Matters

Letter to the Editor policy
The Press welcomes readers to write letters to the 
Editor. A maximum of 300 words is preferred but not 
necessary. Letters must carry a first name or two 
initials with surname and include an address and 
daytime telephone number. All letters are subject to 
editing. Please email letters to wctpress@gmail.com.

Shift Incentive for Overnights
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CROSSWORDSWORD SEARCH

SUDOKU

PUZZLES SOLUTIONS

Gaining energy: Oil and gas capital spending in Canada

We pay a lot of at-
tention to the price of 
crude oil and natural 
gas. You can, for exam-
ple, watch the price of 
a barrel of West Texas 
Intermediate Crude 
get updated every few 
minutes throughout the 
day.

Prices, of course, 
are important, but so 
is a less well-known 
barometer of what is 
happening in the oil 
and gas sector: capital 
spending (a.k.a. capex). 

Capex in the oil and 
gas sector includes 
things like seismic ex-
ploration, constructing 
facilities and camps, 

and purchasing equip-
ment. As such, it also 
means employment 
for engineers, project 
managers, rig workers, 
technicians, and many 
others.

What may surprise 
you is just how much 
this adds up to.

Data released last 
week by Statistics 
Canada show that the 
industry spent $11.9 
billion in the second 
quarter on capex—the 
highest it has been 
since 2015.

Adding up the last 
four quarters, the 
amount comes to $42.1 
billion. That works out 
to over $1,000 per Ca-
nadian.

Looking at the trend, 
capex in Canada has 
been mostly on the 
rise since the low point 
reached early in the 
pandemic (when the 
price of crude oil col-
lapsed) with increases 
posted in 13 of the last 
16 quarters.

Increased oil and gas 
transportation capacity, 
relatively strong crude 
prices, and develop-
ment of liquefied nat-
ural gas (LNG) export 
projects have helped 
spur large capex in-
creases in Q1 (+8.5%) 
and Q2 (+14.8%).

*The data in today’s 
Twenty-Four have been 
seasonally adjusted.

By Rob Roach  
ATB ECONOMICS 

The PressThe Press
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Thank you to all those loving 
families who've adopted the 

pets at the Whitecourt Vet Clinic. 

Whitecourt Veterinary 
Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave

Less than a dollar a day, $300.00 a 
year. Call now to book your spot.

780-779-8546

We're there 
where you need 

us most!

Providing Traffic 
Control and Piloting

Road Monitoring 
& Radar Services

Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties

780-865-5815

• Traffic Control 
Personnel

• Provide service for 
emergency lane or road 

closures
• Construction 
zzone set ups

DEBT PROBLEMS??? 
780-424-9944

FREE Consultation
www.DEBTFREE.ca

A.C. Waring 
& Associates Inc. 

 Licensed Insolvency Trustee 
Trustee in Bankruptcy

Foreclosure Fear?
Wage Garnishment?

Call Us.  Talk to Us.  We can help you NOW.

Bank Loan Recalled?
Mortgage/Rent Arrears?

MICHAEL EPP 
Partner

CPA, CA, CMA

TERRY ST. LAURENT
Partner

 CPA, CGA, CA

METRIXGROUP.CA

Fox Creek/Whitecourt/La Crete
T: 780-778-3091 T: 780-928-9525

Edmonton
T: 780-489-9606

Toll Free: 1-877-489-9606

Lloydminster
T: 780-875-7433

Evansburg
T: 780-727-2017

Fort Saskatchewan
T: 780-992-0266

Accounting Tax Estates and Trusts Consulting
Contract

Controllership
Audit and

Review Engagements

4927 – 51st Avenue, PO Box 328, Whitecourt, AB T7S 1N5

ATS

(780) 779-0673 

Appliance and 
Refrigeration

Whitecourt, AB. 

(780) 779-0673 

NEED HELP? CALL ANYTIME! (24-7)
Mental Health Helpline 1-877-303-2642 

• Addiction Helpline 1-866-332-2322 • Health Link 811


