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Just a phone call 
away from your 

home buying and 
selling needs.

Whitecourt Wolverines prove 
hungry in preseason action and look 

poised for an action-packed year

Summer or not, hockey season is upon us. The Whitecourt Wolverines are already four games into the preseason, and the 
regular season is just about to knock at the door. See story page 4.

Battling 
it out.
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You are never too 
old to be whatever you 
want except if you 
want to be younger, 
than you’re screwed! 

So, I have reached a 
point where I am semi 
retired only working at 
my current company 
from May to August 
every year. Which 
brings me to today 
where I am about to 
have 8 months of free 
time. I am seeking 
work for a project or 
two or to lend a hand 
to any commerce that 
needs it. Winter will 
be very long indeed if 
I can’t keep my brain 
challenged. My experi-
ences over my 52 years 
of working span the 
skills of sales, opera-
tions, logistics, human 
resources, negotia-
tions etc. etc. I have 
worked at every level 
of jobs from sweeping 
the floor to a senior 
managers role for 
companies such as Jim 
Pattison, Molson’s and 
many others up to and 
including Whitecourt 
Transport here in town. 
I know it’s shameless 
to use this article to 
promote myself, but I 
appreciate Valerie al-
lowing me to grace her 
paper with my columns 
over the years. Howev-
er, the pay sucks!   Just 
kidding Valerie …… 

So, if anybody is 
looking for a trust-
worthy and hard-work-
ing hand until next 
May, contact me at 
davemac56@gmail.
com.

Way back when, 
When I was young, 
my mom could send 
me to a shop with a 
single dollar bill and I 
would bring back five 
pounds of potatoes, 
two pounds of bread, 
a bottle of milk, a 
piece of cheese and 10 
eggs. Nowadays that’s 
impossible – there are 
simply to many securi-
ty cameras.”

Keep on 
Truckin’... 
(body failing brain 
still ticking ) 

Opinion

BLUE RIDGEFAMILY FUN DAY
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 712 NOON TO 4PM

Blue Ridge Recreation Area

ACTIVITIES
Bouncy Castle & Obstacles
Canoes
Indigenous Storytelling
Horse-drawn Carriage Rides

Environmental Learning 
Roving Performers
Face Paint
... and MORE!

FREE FAMILY FUN

FREE!

5km north of Blue Ridge, east off
of Highway 658

FREE HOT DOGS

Updated park

If you are looking for a new play structure to explore in the community, make sure you take a drive 
down to the ball diamonds at Graham Acres. The Town of Whitecourt updated the playground, located 
at the back of the field near the tree line. The purple and green setup features some park favourites, 
including a baby swing, four slides and a dino friend.

The updated 
structure.

Two swings 
just beyond 
the Whitecourt 
Royals field.
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Sagitawah Brewing Company PresentsSagitawah Brewing Company Presents

 Ticket Link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/995890775117?aff=oddtdtcreator
Tickets: Only show- $25

 Show + Supper- $45
Supper Includes Wings + 16oz. Glass of beer

Sagitawah Brewing Company PresentsSagitawah Brewing Company Presents

 Ticket Link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/995890775117?aff=oddtdtcreator
Tickets: Only show- $25

 Show + Supper- $45
Supper Includes Wings + 16oz. Glass of beer

Ticket Link: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/

e/995890775117?aff=oddtdtcreator 
Tickets: 

• Only show - $25 • Show + Supper - $45
Supper includes Wings + 16oz. glass of beer

Wicked wasps

Wasps have been a nuisance, to say the least. Whether 
folks are golfing on the Whitecourt Golf Course, lounging in 
their backyard or walking along a trail, the yellow and black 
buggers have made enjoying the outdoors tricky. Not only 
have they been hard to deal with, but their hunger has led to 
the destruction of local fruits. Twin Acres Greenhouse posted 
an image of a strawberry covered in a dozen or more wasps, 
saying that though it was great their harvest was bountiful, 
the wasps were the only ones getting to eat it. Be it apples, 
strawberries, raspberries or cherries, numerous local gardeners 
commented that their produce was being affected too. Ouch!

Two perfectly ripe strawberries, half eaten with the culprit 
still chowing down.

Wasp-filled apples, 
submerged in a tub of water.

The PressThe Press
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It might still have 
been August, and tech-
nically still summer, 
but that did not stop 
the puck from drop-
ping in the AJHL. The 
Whitecourt Wolverines 
took on the Camrose 
Kodiaks for the first 
game of the 2024/2025 
preseason schedule on 

Saturday, August 24, 
securing a big 5-4 win 
on the road.

For their second 
game on August 27, the 
Wolverines drove up to 
Grande Prairie to take 
on the Storm. With the 
wind at their back, the 
Storm blew the puck 
into the Wolverine’s 
net eight times, lighting 

up the scoreboard and 
sending them home 
with their tails between 
their legs following an 
8-1 loss. After shaking 
off the previous game, 
the Whitecourt Wol-
verines focused ahead 
for game three, their 
first home game at JDA 
Place! With 350 fans in 
the stands, the Wolver-

ines pushed the Barons 
around like toys and 
got themselves back 
into the win column, 
taking the game 6-2.

In their final August 
match-up, the Wolver-
ines looked redemption 
in the face. Instead of 
being on the road this 
time, the Wolverines 
welcomed the Grande 
Prairie Storm to JDA 
Place. When they met 
days before, the Storm 
managed to take a mas-
sive win, and the Wol-
verines were not about 
to let that happen twice.

The Storm drew 
blood first, scoring ear-
ly, but any excitement 
that gave the team 
quickly dissipated in 
the second period. Just 
shy of four minutes in, 
Alaska native Bowman 
Klippenstein scored his 
first preseason goal, ty-
ing things up. Rough-
ly three minutes later, 
Klippenstein got on 
the points sheet again, 
assisting his teammate, 
Kyle Tucker, who 

You know it's going to be a good game 
when the refs need to step in early

Protecting the blue line.

Whitecourt Wolverines prove hungry in preseason 
action and look poised for an action-packed year

By Serena Lapointe

continued on page 5
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Somebody's excited to be playing hockey.

scored his first.
With the lead in their 

claws, the Whitecourt 
Wolverines continued 
to push. Fast forward 
another three and a half 
minutes and the goal 
light above the Storm’s 
net was going off again 
as Wolverine Colin 
Ronalds, assisted by 
Chayse King and Kyle 
Tucker (his third as-
sist), snipped the puck 
past the visitor’s net-
minder, giving his team 
a 3-1 lead.

With over half the 
period left, third-year 
Wolverine Braden Kee-
ble joined the chorus 
and scored the fourth 
goal of the period. The 
Whitecourt Wolverines 
had flipped the game 
on its head and went 
from being down a goal 
to being ahead by three 
in less than twelve min-
utes. Wow!

Through the first two 
periods, the game did 
not feel so much like a 
preseason game. It felt 
more like a mid-season 
game. There was ten-
sion between the two 
teams, and hits looked 
harder than one might 
expect from the fourth 
game of the preseason. 
If that was a teaser into 
how this season will 
go, local fans better 
scoop up their currently 
discounted season tick-
ets and fill JDA Place 
because it will be one 
heck of a year.

In the final frame, 
things got even crazi-
er. Out to make a name 
for himself, Bowman 
Klippenstein gave fans 
something extra fun- a 
Gordie Howe hat trick! 
Klippenstein scored a 

goal, got an assist and 
got into a fight. Two oth-
ers who joined him on 
the penalty sheet were 
Lucas Bremshey-Guil-
lemete for holding and 
Benjamin Henshall for 
hooking. Not satisfied 
with their 4-1 lead, the 
Wolverines kept up the 
pace, playing as if they 
were behind and not 
ahead. That push re-
sulted in one final goal 
on the night. Benjamin 
Henshall potted his  first 
goal of the preseason, 
assisted by fan favour-
ite Hunter Motley. The 
Whitecourt Wolverines 
took the game 5-1.

Edmonton-na t ive 
Zac Onyskiw recorded 
the win in net during 
his first game with the 
Whitecourt Wolver-
ines. He previously 
played for the Spruce 
Grove Saints, recording 
42 wins in 66 games 
over three seasons.

Friday’s game was 

also the first since the 
Whitecourt Wolverines 
announced that for-
mer Wolverine Jaedon 
Leslie was hired as the 
team’s assistant/skills 
coach. Leslie played in 
the AJHL for three and 
a half years and finished 
top-five in his Wolver-
ines’ career for both 
points and games. The 
powerhouse on the ice 
is now bringing his tal-
ents behind the bench.

In a press release on 
www.whitecourtwol-
verines.ca, Leslie said, 
“It’s great being back 
around this program 
and getting to work 
with my former coach 
and former teammate. 
I’m excited to give 
back and help these 
young players achieve 
their individual goals 
while working towards 
the ultimate team goal 
of bringing a champi-
onship to Whitecourt.” 
Head Coach/General 

Manager Shawn Mar-
tin was quoted as say-
ing, “It will be great 
to have another former 
Wolverine on staff with 
Bryson to continue to 
grow our tradition and 
history.”

The regular season 
starts on Friday, Sep-
tember 13. The Wol-
verines will be on the 
road at the Bonnetts 
Energy Centre, taking 
on the Grande Prairie 
Storm. The first home 
game of the season will 
feature the same teams 
and will be on Satur-
day, September 14. 
Between September 25 
and 27, at the Max Bell 
Centre in Calgary, there 
will be an AJHL Show-
case event where each 
team will play twice 
(twelve games). The 
next preseason game at 
JDA Place will be on 
Saturday, September 
7, against the Camrose 
Kodiaks.

Local news printed 
on local newsprint

MEMBERS AT LARGE REQUIREDMEMBERS AT LARGE REQUIRED

BECOME INVOLVED IN THE DECISIONS THAT AFFECT YOU AND YOUR COMMUNITY!

Woodlands County is seeking applications and letters of interest from residents to serve as mem-
bers on the municipality’s Council Committees. 

Agriculture Services Board - 2 vacancies
Economic Development Committee - 2 vacancies
Municipal Planning Commission - 1 vacancy
Community Services Committee – 2 vacancies (2-year term)
Community Services Committee – 1 adult and 1 youth vacancy (1-year term)
Subdivision and Development Appeal Board – 3 vacancies
Woodlands County Library Board – 1 vacancy (3-year term)

Positions are held for a two-year period from November 1, 2024, to October 31, 2026, (unless 
otherwise stated).  

Learn more about each committee and apply online at woodlands.civicweb.net or submit letters of 
interest and/or resume and experience to either of our municipal offices. 

Application Deadline: Wednesday, October 16, 2024, 4:30pm 

Submit Applications to:

Email: communications@woodlands.ab.ca

In-Person:
Woodlands County
Municipal Office, #1 Woodlands Lane, Whitecourt, AB  
Regional Municipal Office, 61053A Highway 33, Fort Assiniboine, AB

continued from page 4

The PressThe Press
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Supporting growth in Whitecourt since 1922,  
we salute our not-for-profit community. 
Millar Western Forest Products Ltd. 
a resourceful company 

Your only LOCAL carrier serving the Community since 1950
Proud supporter of 

our local Organizations
780-778-2226

This page is sponsored by:

5027 - 51 Avenue, Open: Monday to Friday 10am - 4pm 780-396-8777

Offering support services for marginalized individuals
• Outreach worker, laundry and shower facilities 

by appt • Tax program & Bag Lunch Program

Soaring Eagle Support Society
"Serving the community for over 30 years"

The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food  
in order to help families in need. 

Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm
Phone: 780-778-2341

Located within the Carlan Services Community Centre
The Whitecourt Food Bank is operated by the Town of 
Whitecourt Food Bank Coordinator and dependent on 

volunteers to operate. The Food Bank relies on donations 
of cash or food from individuals and organizations. Local 
grocery stores drop off baked goods including bread and 

pastries weekly. Other corporations and schools  
schedule food drives throughout the year.

Open: Mon, Wed, & Fri 11 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Phone: 780-778-2341

Providing timely and 
easily accessible financial 

support for Whitecourt 
patients and their families 

who are dealing with a 
cancer diagnosis.

This can include help with parking costs for 
hospital visits, living expenses and unforeseen 
medical expenses. Applications can be made 
through the Drs at both Whitecourt Medical 
Clinics or (office hours, can leave a message): 

Kim Nendsa (President of Whitecourt  
Cancer & Wellness Society) 780-778-0932

Aimee Grierson 780-262-0222 
https://wctcancerwellness.com/

**Monthly meetings have been postponed due to 
COVID-19

WHITECOURT GROUP OF  
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS

All meetings are in person and online (hybrid) 
•	 Mondays 7:00pm
•	 Wednesdays 7:30pm

Meetings held at the Family Worship Center upstairs.
ZOOM ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude

Support group on Tuesdays 6:30pm - 8:30 pm,  
starting September 17, 2024 at Crossroads  

Community Church, 4419 44 Ave, Mayerthorpe.
$35 includes 12 weekly sessions. 

Pre-register by calling 780-786-2533.
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PUTTING A FACE ON SUICIDE

Are you or someone you know being bullied?

Toll Free, open 24 hours per day, seven days per week

SPONSORED BY

Tri-Logging 
is against 
bullying

Every 40 seconds somewhere around the 
world someone dies by suicide, that’s 99 

people every 66 minutes. Every day, that’s 
almost 100 people in the United States alone, 

and over 2160 worldwide. Putting a Face 
on Suicide (PAFOS) is a suicide awareness 
project that creates posters and videos to 

pay tribute to those we have lost to suicide 
with dignity and respect. PAFOS humanizes 
the daunting statistics; lovingly replacing 

numbers with faces.

The PressThe Press
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Here’s How It Works: 
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

(March 21 - April 20)

(April 21 - May 21)

(May 22 - June 21)

(June 22 - July 22)

(July 23 - August 23)

(August 24 - September 22)

(September 23 - October 23)

(October 24 - November 22)

(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)

(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)

(January 21 - February 18)

(February 19 - March 20)

ARIES

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

HOROSCOPECROSSWORDSSUDOKU
You may have a renewed sense of energy and 
motivation right now, Aries. Capitalize on that 
to tackle a laundry list of projects that have been 
sitting on the back burner.

Taurus, your sense of humor and quirky per-
sonality could get you a few extra chuckles from 
friends this week, but try not to take it too far. 
Factor in time for serious pursuits.

Gemini, when focusing on your health this 
week, remember that stress reduction is an 
important component of getting healthy. 
Aim for activities that focus on relaxation.

Everyone’s heads are seemingly in the clouds 
right now, Cancer. It may feel like you are the 
only person with your feet on the ground ready 
to get down to business. 

Leo, people have been gravitating in your di-
rection for some time seeking advice. You can 
open up conversations to other topics that are 
important to you with such a captive audience. 

Strong emotions could be drummed up this 
week and may cause you to be distracted more 
so than usual. Try to get a break so you can 
make some time sort things out.

Libra, if no one is asking for advice right now, 
it’s best to leave your life coach tendencies 
on the side. If and when someone needs your 
help, you can believe they’ll come calling.

You have to develop a strategy before mak-
ing your next move, Scorpio. Whether it is 
a business proposal or something with a 
friend or family member, don’t be too hasty.

Sagittarius, you may notice that people are 
very sensitive to what you are saying, so you 
may have to change your approach if you 
want your message to be well-received. 

Something could be brewing but you can’t 
identify what it is just yet, Capricorn. This 
could lead you to feeling restless and out of 
sorts. Give it some time and it will work out.

Others’ words are meaningful to you right 
now, Aquarius. Consider these opinions and 
spend time figuring out how to incorporate 
this advice.

Pisces, often it can be challenging to take the 
high road But that’s just what you have to do 
right now. Others will recognize your willing-
ness to set a good example.

Crossword Clues
CLUES ACROSS
  1. Microgram
  4. After B
  7. Everything
  8. An unfortunate 
development
 10. Coat with sticky 
substance
 12. Cylinder of tobacco 
for smoking
 13. Minimum interval 
take off
 14. Yuck!
 16. NBA sensation Jeremy
 17. Where some rockers 
work
 19. Midway between 
northeast and east
 20. Snake-like fishes
 21. Groups of homes
 25. Swiss river

 26. Useful towel
 27. “The Wire” character 
“Moreland”
 29. Oafish creature 
 30. A major division of 
geological time
 31. Bird-like Chinese 
dinosaur
 32. Sporting events
 39. Body part
 41. Clerical vestment
 42. Shows data
 43. Some are “special”
 44. Expression of 
disappointment
 45. Students’ rights 
document (abbr.)
 46. Vacation locale Costa 
__
 48. Pop singer
 49. Distract outside a city

 50. Mark Wahlberg 
comedy
 51. Coniferous tree
 52. Midway between 
south and southeast
CLUES DOWN
  1. Lunatic
  2. Actress Danes
  3. Buttock muscles
  4. The 22nd letter of the 
Greek alphabet
  5. Popular 70s rockers
  6. Electronic 
communication
  8. Trigraph
  9. Sea eagles
 11. Low-pitched, resonant 
sound
 14. Northeastern US 
university (abbr.)
 15. Home of the Bulldogs
 18. Exclamation of 
surprise
 19. Make a mistake

 20. Advantage
 22. Monkeys love them
 23. Wood
 24. Paddle 
 27. Past participle of be
 28. Tall, rounded vase
 29. Device manufacturers
 31. Financial institution 
(abbr.)
 32. Paper product
 33. A type
 34. Atomic #43
 35. Red Hot Chili Peppers’ 
drummer
 36. Behaviors
 37. Decays
 38. Walked confidently
 39. Voice (Italian)
 40. Class of adhesives
 44. Bar bill
 47. One-time aerospace 
firm

WORDS
BANANA SPLIT
BROWNIE
CHERRY

CHOCOLATE SYRUP
COLD
CONE
COOKIE DOUGH

CUP
FROZEN YOGURT
GELATO
HOT FUDGE

ICE CREAM
ICE MILK
ICES
MIXED

NUTS
PEANUT BUTTER
REFRESHING
SHERBET

SORBET
SPRINKLES
SUNDAE
WAFFLE
WHIPPED CREAM
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
SEPTEMBER 9, 2024 – 4:00 PM, FOREST INTERPRETIVE CENTRE - COUNCIL CHAMBERS

3002 – 33 STREET, WHITECOURT, AB
Pursuant to the provisions of the Municipal Government Act, the Town of Whitecourt has received an application to Amend Land Use Bylaw 1577. 

Bylaw 1577-1 

Proposes amendments to the D-C1, Direct Control 1 – The Meadows Manufactured Home Park, Land Use District regulations. The key change proposed under these amendments, 
is to expand the allowable types of dwellings beyond manufactured homes. Text throughout the section has been edited to refl ect this. New uses include: 

Permitted: 
• Duplex, one unit per lot
• Secondary Suite
• Single Detached Dwelling 62.0m2 or greater 

Discretionary:
• Duplex

You can learn more about this amendment, including how your property may be affected, at the public information session held at 3:30 p.m. at the Forest Interpretive Centre 
lobby, before the Public Hearing.  

The Public Hearing will be held at 4:00 p.m. on Monday, September 9, 2024 in the Forest Interpretive Centre Council Chambers. The purpose of the Public Hearing is to 
allow presentations for or against the proposed amendments. Any individuals or organizations may give presentations, speak at the Hearing, or submit written comments for 
consideration. Written comments must be received at the Town Offi ce before 12:00 noon on Thursday, September 5, 2024.

The proposed amendments can be found on the Town of Whitecourt website at www.whitecourt.ca or viewed using the following QR code.  Point the camera on your smart phone at 
the barcode, and tap the link to view the documents.  

Land Use Bylaw 1577-1 
D-C1 Direct Control 1 – 
The Meadows Manufactured Home Park 

The documents will also be made available for viewing at the Town Offi ce 5004 - 52 Avenue, Planning Desk, during regular business 
hours prior to the Public Hearing. 

Questions on the process or the Public Hearing should be directed to Stephanie Schaffner, Planner, at 780-778-2273, e-mailed to 
stephanieschaffner@whitecourt.ca, or mailed to Box 509, Whitecourt, AB, T7S 1N6.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Current opportunities are posted on the Town’s website and when required, opportunities are posted on purchasingconnection.ca.  Currently, Whitecourt has the following 
opportunity:

• 2024-08-27: Graphic Design and Printing Services for Whitecourt’s Community Spectrum. Closes: September 20, 2024 at 12:00PM MST.

For further details on this opportunity, visit www.whitecourt.ca and search the project title.

The PressThe Press
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Popular annual Community Plant 
Swap happening this month

This month, on Sun-
day, September 15, 
gardeners from the area 
are invited to attend 
a Community Plant 
Swap in the parking 
lot at City Furniture 
(previously Furniture 
Den). Led by master 
gardener and Belke 
Gardens owner Kris-
ten Belke, the swap 
gives attendees a space 
to share plants, take 
plants or talk about 
plants. “I love seeing 
what plants other peo-
ple in our community 
are growing because I 
can get ideas of what 
I can grow,” explained 
Belke. “It’s nice to talk 
to people passionate 
about the same things 
you are. It’s not just 
older people who gar-
den. There’s lots of 
younger people too, 
which is nice.”

This year is Bel-
ke’s fourth year doing 
the Community Plant 
Swap, an idea she bor-
rowed from Communi-
ties in Bloom. “They 
did it in the Home 
Hardware parking lot. I 
attended it and loved it.

When COVID hit, 
nobody hosted it, and 
there was a one-year 
lull where we didn’t 
have one. So, I started 
it back up.”

Typically, she holds 
the event in the spring, 
but Belke decided to 
hold a fall event. “I go 
early and set up a couple 
of tables and what you 
do is bring the plants 
that you have to share, 
big or small, potted or 
bare root, whichever is 
the easiest way for you 
to bring it. Some peo-
ple prefer bare roots 
because there’s less 
chance of transferring 
different weeds,” she 
explained. “You set it 
down on the table or 
the ground near the 
table, and people can 
come and take a piece 
of it if it’s a big clump, 

or if it’s an individual 
size, they can take the 
whole thing.” Belke 
said they don’t require 
a “take one and leave 
one” rule. “It’s too hard 
to keep track of that, 
and honestly, it can dis-
courage someone from 
coming if they don’t 
have anything to share. 
Lots of people come 
and don’t want to take 
anything. They want 
to share their extras 
because they have an 
abundance. So, you do 
not need to have some-
thing to share to come 
and take something.”

Over the years, Bel-
ke said people have 
brought more than 
plants. “We’ve also had 
people bring gardening 
books or magazines, 
and even gardening fic-

tion, like storybooks, 
which were neat.

Seeds are sometimes 
shared and even tools. 
It’s not about keep-
ing track or score. It’s 
about sharing with oth-
ers.”

The event is one hour 
long, starting at 3 pm 
and ending at 4 pm. 
Belke recommends 
that people arrive ear-
ly. “Most people get 
there on time, if not 
slightly before. Those 
who come closer to the 
end will miss out on 75 
percent of the plants. 
So, come early because 
that’s when most peo-
ple are there.”

She said she hopes to 
see lots of people come 
out. “There’s a big 
homesteading group 
here. I’m hoping we 

can draw those people 
in because we all have 
our niches that we are 
really good at. I also 
think it’s an opportu-
nity for mentorship. 
Some ladies have been 
part of Communities in 
Bloom for a long time, 
and I like learning from 
them. Not one person 
is the leader of this. We 
are all coming togeth-
er.”

The îcomradery 
amongst gardeners is 
something Belke said 
she looks forward to 
most. “My Monday 
to Friday job, I get to 
know lots of people 
in the community, but 
gardening people, I 
don’t see them as often, 
so events like this bring 
out people I don’t get to 
see all the time. I proba-

bly see them only once 
or twice a year. So, I 
always look forward 
to it. Everyone brings  
different things. Some 
people are passionate 
about indoor plants 
while other people are 
really passionate about 
vegetable gardening or 
flower gardening. You 
get a good mix of peo-
ple who are interested 
in the same things while 
having differences in 
how they do things or 
what they use.”

Belke said she hopes 
to see some unusual 
plants and added that 
plants don’t need to be 
labelled. “I’m always 
looking for something 
different. I love Li-
gularias. There are so 
many varieties, and 
it’s a tall yellow plant. 

I really like those. Pe-
onies are another hot 
item. One of my favou-
rite things to do there 
is when there’s a plant 
that we don’t recog-
nize or can’t think of 
the name, and we stand 
around with our plant 
books or apps trying to 
figure out what it is,” 
chuckled Belke.

Belke credits her dad 
and grandma for her 
passion for gardening. 
Belke said she honours 
them in what she does 
because she considers 
gardening a true gift. 
“It doesn’t just give to 
my family in food and 
exercise. I think it real-
ly gives so much more 
in the way of mental 
health and connection. 
It gives us perspective 
and grounds us. It’s 
also fun.”

Those attending 
the Community Plant 
Swap are encouraged 
to bring their chil-
dren along. “My kids 
love gardening. They 
pick peas. They don’t 
weed yet, but maybe 
one day,” she laughed. 
“I hope that when my 
kids get older, they will 
be able to feed them-
selves, teach their own 
kids and leave a legacy 
behind me.”

Belke said she is 
open to ideas for grow-
ing the plant swap and 
encourages anyone in-
terested in joining her 
to reach out. “Do we 
want to grow it? Do we 
want booths? A boun-
cy castle? Is there a 
need in our community 
to learn how to seed-
save or divide plants or 
find other cost-saving 
things? We could share 
that information, that 
knowledge.” Anyone 
interested can visit the 
Belke Gardens Face-
book page. The Com-
munity Plant Swap will 
occur from 3 pm until 
4 pm in the City Furni-
ture parking lot on Sun-
day, September 15. 

By Serena Lapointe

If you have some extra plants lying around or are curious to see what other 
gardeners in the area grew this season, don’t miss the Community Plant Swap 
coming up this month.

Belke 
picking 
blueberries.
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Unreserved Real Estate Auction for the Estate of 
James Hengen   

October 4th - 7th, 2024 - Peers, AB 

Allen B. Olson Auction Service Ltd. 
1-855-783-0556 (Toll Free) - (403) 843-2747 Rimbey Office  

780-208-2508 East Central Office 
Rimbey & East Central, Alberta - License No. 165690 

Email:  abolson@telusplanet.net - Homepage:  www.allenolsonauction.com 

Selling 4 Deeded Quarters Being the  
NE 20-55-14 W5M - 154.47 Acres M/L ,  

NW 21-55-14 W5M - 157.99 Acres M/L, SW 21-55-14 W5M - 
159.97 Acres M/L, SE 20-55-14 W5M -159.97 Acres M/L  

 

Plus 2 Grazing Lease Quarters  
Grazing Lease GRL38970  

(3 Legals but Selling as 1 Lease 242 Acres M/L)  
& Grazing Lease GRL38308 (159 Acres M/L) 

 

Open Houses:  Saturday Sept 7th & Sunday Sept 15, from 1:00 
p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

Real Estate Transactions are being Handled by Morrison Realty - 
Kim Hughes (403) 704-3141 & Allen Olson (403) 783-0556 

 

Real Estate Terms & Conditions:  10 % Down on Sale Day.  Balance & Possession 
on or before November 7th, 2024.  If Balance is NOT RECEIVED by November 

7th, 2024 the Deposit will be Forfeited as Liquidation Damages.  All measurements 
are approximate and need to be verified by the purchaser. 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO BE FILED FOR 
APPROVAL OF THE NATURAL GAS 

DISTRIBUTION FRANCHISE AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE TOWN OF WHITECOURT AND 

ATCO GAS AND PIPELINES LTD.
Application summary 

The Alberta Utilities Commission expects to receive an application from ATCO Gas 
and Pipelines Ltd. to approve the existing current and valid natural gas distribution 
franchise agreement with the Town of Whitecourt.  This application for approval is 
required due to changes made by the Utilities Affordability Statutes Amendment Act, 
2024, to various statutes governing franchise agreements.

The current franchise agreement, which took effect in January of 2018, grants ATCO 
Gas and Pipelines Ltd. the exclusive right to deliver natural gas to the residents of 
Whitecourt for approximately ten years. 

No changes to the franchise agreement or to the franchise fee rate rider percentage 
are being made as part of this application.  The franchise fee rate rider percentage 
will remain at its current rate, which is 33.55%. Including linear taxes, the resulting 
average monthly franchise fee for an average residential customer will remain the 
same at approximately $16.37. The franchise fee is calculated based on distribution 
charges. An average residential customer uses about 105 gigajoules per year.

You may send your concerns about, objections to, or support for the application in 
writing to the Town of Whitecourt or to ATCO Gas and Pipelines Ltd. on or before 
September 11, 2024 at:

Town of Whitecourt
Attn: Judy Barney, Director of Corporate Services
Box 509, 5004 52 Avenue, Whitecourt  AB  T7S 1N6, Phone: 780-778-2273
Email: judybarney@whitecourt.ca

ATCO Gas and Pipelines Ltd.
Attn: Franchise Agreement Coordinator
5302 Forand Street S.W. Calgary, Alberta, T3E 8B4
Phone: 310-5678 or 1-888-511-7550, Email: franchisecoordinatorgas@atco.com

Any submissions received, unless you request otherwise, will be part of the application 
submitted and will become part of the public record.

For more information on franchises or to receive a copy of the franchise agreement 
please contact either the Town of Whitecourt or ATCO Gas and Pipelines Ltd. at the 
addresses listed above.

For more information:

For more information about the AUC or its approval process associated with franchise 
applications, please contact the AUC directly at 310-4AUC or at info@auc.ab.ca.

The Alberta Utilities Commission is an independent, quasi-judicial regulatory body 
responsible for making decisions about utility-related applications. 

Issued on August 22, 2024. 

Alberta Utilities Commission

WHITECOURT LAUNCHES 2025 BUDGET CONSULTATION
Let us know where you would like to see your tax dollars invested for the 2025 budget.

Town Council encourages you to share your thoughts on projects and plans at the 
2025 Budget Public Input Session.  The session is scheduled during the Regular 
Meeting of Council at 4:00 p.m.  

Monday, September 23 at 4:00 p.m.
Forest Interpretive Centre – Council Chambers, 3002 – 33 Street, Whitecourt

Community members that are unable to attend the Public Input session are 
encouraged to submit written comments.  Complete the online form on our website, 
call the Offi ce, or submit an email to the following address by 12:00 noon on 
Wednesday, September 18:

Town of Whitecourt, Box  509, 5004 52 Avenue, Whitecourt  AB  T7S 1N6
780-778-2273 ext. 227, administration@whitecourt.ca

All comments received regarding the 2025 Budget will be considered by Council 
during budget deliberations.

What is mortgage 
protection, and why 
might you want it?
(NC) Homeown-

ership is a big step, 
whether you’re a first-
time buyer or not. Pro-
tecting your new home 
typically involves get-
ting new locks, install-
ing an alarm system 
and maybe even getting 
a “guard” dog. How-
ever, something you 
might not have consid-
ered is to help protect 
your mortgage.

TD Mortgage Pro-
tection, for example, 
offers optional cover-
age to help safeguard 
one of your biggest 
financial obligations. 
You’ve worked hard 
for your new home, and 
you likely want to help 
ensure you and your 
loved ones can stay in 
it as long as you want, 
whether it’s your starter 
or forever home.

If you’re not sure 
what mortgage protec-
tion is, here’s a break-
down:

In the unfortunate 
event that something 

happens to you, like a 
serious injury, death 
or critical illness that 
is included in your 
insurance coverage, 
mortgage protection 
can step in to reduce or 
pay off the remainder 
of your mortgage, up 
to $1 million. If your 
claim is approved, it 
could help ensure your 
loved ones can remain 
in the family home and 
could lift your mort-
gage payment obliga-
tion from the shoulders 
of you and your family.

Mortgage protection 
can help homeowners 
protect their financial 

well-being by offering 
mortgage critical illness 
and life insurance. If you 
are enrolled with active 
coverage and subse-
quently suffer a covered 
serious injury caused 
by an accident, are di-
agnosed with a covered 
critical illness such as a 
stroke, life-threatening 
cancer or acute heart 
attack, or if you pass 
away, your outstanding 
mortgage balance could 
be reduced or paid off, 
up to $1 million.

Learn more about 
mortgage protection at 
td.com/mortgagepro-
tection.
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Thu., Sep. 05
Sunny
10%
23ºC
10ºC

SE 9 km/h
-

Sat., Sep. 07
Mainly sunny

20%
25ºC
12ºC

SE 7 km/h
-

 Sun., Sep. 08
Sunny
10%
24ºC
13ºC

W 10 km/h
-

Fri., Sep. 06
Mainly sunny

10%
25ºC
12ºC

W 9 km/h
-

Wed., Sep. 04
Mainly sunny

20%
20ºC
9ºC

NW 13 km/h
-

Buildings For Sale
INTEGRITY POST FRAME 
BUILDINGS since 2008 
BUILT WITH CONCRETE 
POSTS. Barns, Shops, Rid-
ing Arenas, Machine Sheds 
and more, sales@integrity-
built.com 1-866-974-7678 
www.integritybuilt.com.

Career Training
BLANKET THE PROV-
INCE with a classified ad. 
Only $269/wk (based on 
25 words or less). Reach 
almost 80  weekly newspa-
pers. Call NOW for details. 
1-800-282-6903 Ext 225; 
www.awna.com. 

Coming Events
FIREARMS WANTED FOR 
OUR 2024 AUCTION 
PROGRAM: Rifles, Shot-
guns, Handguns, Antiques, 
Militaria, Collections, Es-
tates, Single Items. For Auc-
tion, or Possible Purchase: 
Toll-Free 1-800-694-2609, 
Email Us at sales@switzer-
sauction.com or Visit Us @ 
www.switzersauction.com.

EDMONTON COIN 

SHOW & SALE - Septem-
ber 21/22 2024, 10 am 
- 4:30 pm, Sunday,10 am 
- 3:00 pm.. Lions Centre 
11113 - 113  Street, Ed-
monton. Free market evalu-
ations. Dealers from across 
Canada * Auctions * Dis-
plays * WATCHES * Family 
friendly! www.edmonton-
coinclub.com/shows.

Employment 
Opportunities

ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
EQUIPMENT IS HIRING: 
Parts Technicians, Sales 
Consultant, Agriculture & 
Heavy Equipment Techs - 
Journeyman, Apprentices 
and Sales roles. View Open 
Roles  www.rockymtn.com/
careers. Possible Relocation 
and Signing Bonus Offered.

Farm Machinery
GET YOUR MESSAGE 
SEEN ACROSS Alberta. The 
Blanket Classifieds or Value 
Ads reach over 600,000 Al-
berta readers weekly. Two 
options starting at $269 
or $799 to get your mes-
sage out! Business changes, 

hiring, items for sale, cancel-
lations, tenders, etc. Peo-
ple are increasingly staying 
home and rely on their local 
newspapers for information. 
KEEP people in the loop 
with our 80 Weekly Com-
munity Newspapers. Call 
THIS NEWSPAPER now 
or email classifieds@awna.
com for details. 1-800-282-
6903, 780-434-8746 X225. 
www.awna.com.

Feed and Seed
ALBERTA FEED GRAIN: 
Buying Oats, Barley, 
Wheat, Canola, Peas, 
Screenings, Mixed Grains. 
Dry, Wet, Heated, or Spring 
Thresh. Prompt Payment. 
In House Trucks, In House 
Excreta Cleaning. Vac Rent-
al. 1-888-483-8789.

WE BUY DAMAGED 
GRAIN - Heated, Mixed, 
Tough, Light, Bugs, Spring 
Thrashed....Barley, Wheat, 
Oats, Peas, Flax, Cano-
la. "On Farm Pickup". 
Westcan Feed & Grain 
1-877-250-5252.

Odds of a child becoming 
a top fashion designer: 1 in 7,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed
with autism: 1 in 110

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autisms peaks.org

Some signs to look for:

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

© 2010 Autism Speaks Inc. “Autism Speaks” and “It’s Time To Listen” & design are trademarks owned by Autism Speaks Inc. All rights reserved.

Health
HIP/KNEE REPLACE-
MENT. Other medical con-
ditions causing TROUBLE 
WALKING or DRESSING? 
The Disability Tax Credit 
allows for $3,000 year-
ly tax credit and $30,000 
lump sum refund. Take ad-
vantage of this offer. Ap-
ply NOW; quickest refund 
Nationwide: Expert help. 
1-844-453-5372.

Services
PRIVATE MORTGAGE 
LENDER. All real estate 

types considered. No cred-
it checks done. Deal direct 
with lender and get quick 
approval. Toll free 1-866-
405-1228; www.firstand-
secondmortgages.ca.

Wanted
COLLECTOR/ ENTRE-
PRENEUR PURCHASING 
COINS & COLLECTIONS! 
CASH PAID! ROYAL CANA-
DIAN MINT COINS, collec-
tions, rare & old coins, silver 
& gold coins, jewelry, nug-
gets, bullion, sterling, gold & 
silver! 306-774-2420.

Please visit www.whitecourt.ca for all 
employment opportunities and details 
on how to apply.

If you enjoy a fast-paced, progressive work environment and 
you have a passion for serving the local community then this 
may be the opportunity for you! We believe that our values of 
diversity, collaboration, innovation and mutual respect bring 
out the best in our team, and we are currently looking to fi ll the 
following positions:

Job#: 24-042, Guest Services Associate I, Casual 
Position. 
Job#: 24-046, Facility Maintenance Operator II, 
Temporary Position.
Job#: 24-047, Guest Services Associate II, Permanent, 
Full-time Position.

The PressThe Press
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Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858

A locally owned and family operated 
newspaper serving Whitecourt

The Press is printed on high quality newsprint using 
vegetable based ink. We encourage you to share, save, 

reuse, rehash & recycle.

Published every wednesday

The PressThe Press

Dollar Values as of September 4, 2024

One Canadian Dollar = 0.74 US Dollar
at an exchange rate of 0.7412 (using nominal rate).

Money Matters

Letter to the Editor policy
The Press welcomes readers to write letters to the 
Editor. A maximum of 300 words is preferred but not 
necessary. Letters must carry a first name or two 
initials with surname and include an address and 
daytime telephone number. All letters are subject to 
editing. Please email letters to wctpress@gmail.com.

Shift Incentive for Overnights

Go your own way
By Mark Parsons  
ATB ECONOMICS 

What just happened 
to August? If I could 
turn back time, as Cher 
sang, I would have 
spent even more time 
outdoors. As many kids 
head back to school 
(before Labour Day!), 
we look forward to a 
stronger finish to the 
year for the Canadian 
economy.

Canada’s second 
quarter GDP (released 
today) was a bit bet-
ter than expected, but 
there’s weakness un-
derneath the surface. 
Per capita growth 
continues to fall and 
growth has diverged 
from the U.S.

Lower interest 
rates—and we’re ex-
pecting three more cuts 
this year—will help 
keep growth positive, 
but we’re not expect-
ing a material improve-
ment until next year.

U.S. and Canada 
still on different 

growth paths

You can go your own 
way

Go your own way
You can call it another 

lonely day
—Fleetwood Mac, 

“Go Your Own Way”
Don’t count out the 

U.S. economy. Since 
the interest rate hikes, a 
key storyline has been 
the surprising resilien-
cy of the U.S. econo-
my. Upward revisions 
to U.S. growth fore-
casts have been com-
monplace.

And now we have an-
other stronger-than-ex-
pected report. U.S. 
GDP in the second 
quarter grew at an an-
nualized rate of 3%, up 
from the preliminary 
estimate of 2.8%.

Again, it’s the con-
sumer that refuses to 
throw in the towel—
consumer purchases 
were up 2.9% annual-
ized. Why have U.S. 
consumers kept spend-
ing whereas Canadi-
ans have pulled back? 
Lower household debt 

ratios and longer-term 
fixed-rate mortgages 
have made them less 
rate sensitive. A stron-
ger labour market has 
also provided a boost.

Expect things to slow. 
Skeptical readers will 
have heard that predic-
tion before. But there 
are some signs. The 
unemployment rate has 
risen to 4.3%, trigger-
ing the Sahm recession 
rule, and the Confer-
ence Board’s Leading 
Economic Index for the 
U.S. fell again in July. 
The Atlanta Fed’s GDP-
Now nowcasting model 
points to 2.5% (annual-
ized) growth in Q3.

For now, the expec-
tation is that the U.S. 
economy will cool 
enough to bring down 
inflation without a re-
cession—the so-called 
Goldilocks moment. In 
another sign of moder-
ating price pressures, 
the personal consump-
tion expenditures price 
index rose 2.5% y/y in 
July, which further ce-

ments an expected rate 
cut next month.

In Canada, GDP 
growth improved to an 
annualized rate of 2.1% 
last quarter, but is still 
not keeping up with 
the population. Fur-
ther, much of the im-
provement was fueled 
by higher government 
spending. Business in-
vestment moved higher, 
lifted by engineering 
structures (mainly oil 
and gas driven). But 
it’s a long road back for 
business investment af-
ter a tough decade (see 
the Chart of the Week). 
Consumers slowed 
their expenditures last 
quarter—real consumer 
spending per capita was 
down for the sixth time 
in the last eight quarters.

Canada’s GDP per 
capita has been trend-
ing lower since mid 
2022, with another 
decline in the second 
quarter. The U.S, by 
contrast, has seen per 
capita GDP rise consis-
tently.

The PressThe Press

The Press has started 
a new Facebook page

After losing our page due to 
Canada's online news act, we have 

decided to start fresh.
Find us on Facebook

After losing our page due to 
Canada's online news act, we have 

decided to start fresh.
Find us on Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61560863737829https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61560863737829



15Wednesday, September 4, 2024www.whitecourtpress.com PAGE

CROSSWORDSWORD SEARCH

SUDOKU

PUZZLES SOLUTIONS

With wildfires becoming more frequent and intense, AltaLink’s highest 
priority is protecting your community while providing safe, reliable power.  

STAYING SAFE IN 
WILDFIRE SEASON.

ARE YOU PREPARED 
FOR AN EMERGENCY?

WILDFIRE SAFETY

We are reducing the 
likelihood that our power 
lines contribute to wildfires.

As a last resort, we may 
proactively shut off the 
power —  a Public Safety 
Power Shutoff.

Plan ahead and be 
prepared with supplies to 
last you 72+ hours.

Learn more about what AltaLink is doing and how you can prepare at altalink.ca/wildfiresafety

Follow us on social media for regular updates.

The PressThe Press
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Thank you to all those loving 
families who've adopted the 

pets at the Whitecourt Vet Clinic. 

Whitecourt Veterinary 
Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave

Less than a dollar a day, $300.00 a 
year. Call now to book your spot.

780-779-8546

We're there 
where you need 

us most!

Providing Traffic 
Control and Piloting

Road Monitoring 
& Radar Services

Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties

780-865-5815

• Traffic Control 
Personnel

• Provide service for 
emergency lane or road 

closures
• Construction 
zzone set ups

DEBT PROBLEMS??? 
780-424-9944

FREE Consultation
www.DEBTFREE.ca

A.C. Waring 
& Associates Inc. 

 Licensed Insolvency Trustee 
Trustee in Bankruptcy

Foreclosure Fear?
Wage Garnishment?

Call Us.  Talk to Us.  We can help you NOW.

Bank Loan Recalled?
Mortgage/Rent Arrears?

MICHAEL EPP 
Partner

CPA, CA, CMA

TERRY ST. LAURENT
Partner

 CPA, CGA, CA

METRIXGROUP.CA

Fox Creek/Whitecourt/La Crete
T: 780-778-3091 T: 780-928-9525

Edmonton
T: 780-489-9606

Toll Free: 1-877-489-9606

Lloydminster
T: 780-875-7433

Evansburg
T: 780-727-2017

Fort Saskatchewan
T: 780-992-0266

Accounting Tax Estates and Trusts Consulting
Contract

Controllership
Audit and

Review Engagements

4927 – 51st Avenue, PO Box 328, Whitecourt, AB T7S 1N5

ATS

(780) 779-0673 

Appliance and 
Refrigeration

Whitecourt, AB. 

(780) 779-0673 

NEED HELP? CALL ANYTIME! (24-7)
Mental Health Helpline 1-877-303-2642 

• Addiction Helpline 1-866-332-2322 • Health Link 811


