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Just a phone call 
away from your 

home buying and 
selling needs.
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Survivors of paramotor 
airplane crash 21 years ago 

seek rescuers to say thank you

Twenty-one years ago this October, a local grandfather and 
his granddaughter shared a life-changing moment when their 
paramotor plane malfunctioned, resulting in a story you must 
read to believe. Left pic: Amanda and Grandpa Wilson, before 
the crash. Right pic: Last year's cake to celebrate two decades.  
See story page 2.
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www.chasingmortgages.ca
10525 170 St NW Unit 107, Edmonton, AB T5P 4W2

Cell: 780.907.0860 Fax: 1.877.239.8430
Email: chase.leitner@mortgagegroup.com

Chase Leitner Mortgage Associate

Dedicated to Helping You Achieve 
Your Homeownership Dreams

Residential Mortgages • First-Time Homebuyer • Refi nancing
Mortgage Pre-Approvals • Client-Focused Solutions

As a licensed mortgage agent with the 
Mortgage Group (TMG) and extensive 
experience in � nancial services, I am 
committed to providing clients with tailored 
solutions for their mortgage needs. 
Whether you’re a � rst-time 
homebuyer, looking to 
re� nance, or seeking 
investment opportunities, 
my goal is to make 
the mortgage process 
smooth, transparent, and 
stress-free.

Having completed my 
education through the Real 
Estate School of Alberta, I am licensed with 
both AMBA and RECA. I bring a client-� rst 
approach, combining industry knowledge 
with personalized service. My mission is to 
guide individuals and families through one 

of the most signi� cant � nancial decisions of 
their lives, ensuring they feel con� dent every 
step of the way.

I also collaborate closely with 
experienced industry professionals, 

including my mentor Mike 
LaRue, to continually re� ne 
and expand my expertise. 
Together, we are building a 
team dedicated to delivering 

exceptional mortgage 
services.

At the heart of my work is a 
passion for helping people secure the 

home of their dreams while building lasting 
relationships based on trust and integrity. As I 
grow in this � eld, I’m committed to providing 
an exceptional client experience that is as 
rewarding as it is reliable.

Canadian newspapers are powered by 
journalists, not AI. They check the facts 
so you can trust what you’re reading. 
That’s why 4 in 5 people in Canada come 
back each week for more. Thanks for 
keeping it real with us.

nationalnewspaperweek.ca

Survivors of paramotor airplane crash 21 
years ago seek rescuers to say thank you

Twenty-one years 
ago, Amanda Marie 
Trigg (Wilson) and her 
grandfather Bill Fran-
cis Wilson were doing 
one of their favourite 
pastimes, gliding a few 
hundred feet above 
farmland near Cotton-
wood in his 1997 Har-
mening Highflyer pow-
ered parachute plane. 

Starting when she was 
seven, Trigg said she 
probably went on one 
hundred flights with 
her grandfather, and on 
October 3, 2003, a then 
10-year-old Amanda 
was out for a joyride 
with him just like she 
had done countless 
times before.

But this day would 
not end like the others, 

with a mildly bumpy 
landing in a field. This 
day saw Trigg and her 
grandfather fall out 
of the sky. Thankful-
ly, and by Trigg’s own 
account, miraculous-
ly, they both survived. 
This story, however, re-
volves around two still 
unknown angels. 

“My grandpa loves 
thrills. He loves sky-

diving and will still 
go today if asked. He 
saw this plane as the 
next adventure for 
him. It seemed like 
such a calm sport. He 
loved flying and bring-
ing people up in his 
plane, so the fact that 
his grandkids weren’t 
scared to go up, he was 
thrilled about that,” ex-
plained Trigg.

“Everything went by 
slowly, and you got to 
see so much. We flew 
through low-hanging 
clouds, and, as a kid, 
I thought it would be 
cool to catch some in 
a jar, so I remember 
one time I brought a 
jar up with me to see if 
I could catch a cloud,” 
she chucked.

On October 3, 2003, 
Trigg was staying at 
her grandparent’s home 
for a weekend visit and 
went up for a flight. “It 

was nearly evening be-
cause I remember the 
sky being painted so 
beautifully with purple, 
orange and yellow.” 
Through their 2-way 
radio, her grandpa said 
they would be turning 
around and heading 
home. “All of a sudden, 
the plane’s center bolt 
snapped. It’s one bolt 
that keeps you straight. 
Once that snapped, we 
turned ninety degrees 
and faced the ground.”

Trigg said it felt like 
slow motion. “We were 
calm as ever. It’s still 
strange to me how we 
didn’t scream or cause a 
fuss. I asked my grand-
pa, are we crashing?” 
And he said, “Yeah, 
we are.” Trigg had just 
learned about velocity 
in school and asked if 
they would perish on 
impact, to which her 
grandpa responded that 

yes, they likely would.
Trigg said her grand-

father wasn’t religious 
at the time and she 
didn’t want to offend 
him, but she asked if 
it was OK for her to 
pray. “He said to go 
ahead. So, I prayed and 
thanked God for the 
scenery because ev-
erything had been so 
pretty. I prayed that my 
family would be OK 
when we died and be 
taken care of.”

As the ground got 
closer, the pair pre-
pared for the inevitable. 
“Since the parachute 
deployed, it wasn’t as 
fast as just plummeting 
down, but then it col-
lapsed, and we said we 
loved each other.

The last time I 
checked the height 
gauge, we were like 

The mangled frame. The parachute stuck in the trees.

By Serena Lapointe

continued on page 3
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Call 780-706-1858

PARSONS
AUCTIONS

780-674-3929
780-305-4328780-674-7704

www.parsonsauctions.com

 *16 FT Aluminum Jet Boat w Newer Installed Mercury Inboard Jet 
Motor, Trailer* 30 ft SWS Goose Neck Trailer w 3/7000 Axles* 40 

ft x 10ft Oil Field Bunk House w 2 Units of Bedrooms* 4 of 25 ft F/G Canoes* Truck Box G/N Hitch* 
Variety of Hunting, Fishing and Boating Items/ Equipment * Shop Tools, Lights, Air Comp, Chain Hoist, 
Table Saw, Deepfreeze* Large Checker Plate Truck Tool Box* Lots of Camping Propane Tanks* Plastic 
Water Tank* Roll Weeping Tile Pipe* Rolls of UG Wiring, Safety Saw Horse.

* 24 ft x 8 ft Enclosed BH Trailer* 10 ft 
Enclosed FG Trailer* 18 ft trailer w Winch* 

2 W Trailer Frame* 20 ft Proline FG Boat w central consul, Johnson 115 hp, 2 axle trailer* 15 ft FG 
Boat* 15 ft Canoe* 1996 Ford Explorer 4 dr, auto* 8 ft FG Truck Box Topper* 2 Argo Conquest w 20 
hp Kawasaki, Winch, 8W and Swamp track* Yard Items, Fuel Tanks, Iron Salvage * 2 Star Cruiser 
Propeller/Air Boats, 25 hp Koehlers, AS IS* More. 

LIVE AUCTION
FOR: NORTH WEST OUTFITTERS

LOCATED: FROM WESTLOCK INN- TAKE HWY 44 NORTH FOR 
APPROX. 60 MILES. AFTER YOU PASS THE CHISHOLM TURNOFF FOR 

A FEW MILES WATCH FOR A LARGE LOG HOUSE ON THE WEST.
ADDRESS: 690060 HWY 44

DATE: SAT OCT 26 AT 1:30 PM

MAJOR ITEMS OF SALE

ITEMS REQUIRING REPAIR OR FOR PARTS

The landing site on the edge 
of a field.

Grandpa Wilson's paramotor 
plane.

280 feet up. I closed 
my eyes. I could feel 
the plane start spinning 
vigorously.” The spin 
changed their trajecto-
ry from an open field to 
a tree line, which broke 
their fall and saved 
their lives.

Trigg said she heard 
branches hitting the 
plane and could feel 
them hitting her legs 
through the open frame 
of the airplane. Then, 
they landed. “I remem-
ber lifting my face 
off of the back of my 
grandpa’s helmet, and 
there was blood. It felt 
like such a dream. I 
ripped off my seatbelt 
and told my grandpa 
we had to go.” 

But Grandpa Wil-
son wasn’t going any-
where. “He looked at 
me and said, I’m para-
lyzed. I can’t move. So, 
I told him I had to find 
help. I started running 
down this gravel road. 
I thought I saw a house 
when we were still in 
the air, and I was going 
to try and find it,” she 
recounted.

Unbeknownst to 
them, two young men 
driving along Highway 
43 near Cottonwood 
spotted the plane as it 
plummeted towards 
earth and had turned 
off the highway to find 
them. The pair searched 
until they came upon a 
young girl, bloodied, 
waving her arms franti-
cally. It was Trigg.

“I saw a blue pickup 

truck coming towards 
me, and they saw me 
covered in blood be-
cause my nose was bro-
ken and pouring. They 
asked if I was OK and 
said they saw us from 
the highway and had 
been trying to find us.”

Trigg said she led the 
men back to the crash 
site to help her grandfa-
ther. “My grandpa was 
sitting there, casually, 
and probably in a lot 
of pain but still being 
calm as a cucumber. 
The guys wanted to call 
911, but my grandpa 
said no because he said 
his wife would kill him 
for crashing the plane,” 
chuckled Trigg. “So, 
they drove us to my 
grandpa’s house, which 
was only two or three 
kilometres away.”

Once there, Trigg’s 
grandma said they 
needed to call 911, but 
because her Grandpa 
Wilson was already in 
the back of the truck, 
he suggested heading 
straight to the hospital 
as it would be faster. 
“It would have been 
probably forty min-
utes waiting because 
we were 22 kilometres 
out of town,” explained 
Trigg.

Once at the hospi-
tal, both received care 
for their injuries, and 
Grandpa Wilson was 
driven to Edmonton by 
ambulance. “He shat-
tered both his ankles 
and broke three verte-
brae in his back. I was 
treated for the broken 
nose and got butter-

fly stitches on a cou-
ple of scratches from 
the trees,” said Trigg. 
She said that the two 
highway angels stuck 
around the hospital 
until her grandpa was 
in the ambulance, and 
her dad arrived to make 
sure they were in good 
hands.

In the chaos of the 
day, Trigg didn’t catch 
the names of the two 
highway heroes. Over 
the years, the pair have 
thought about them 
often, and hope to 
meet them, shake their 
hands and say thank 
you. Trigg doesn’t 
have a lot of informa-
tion to go on, but she 
hopes that sharing the 
story will jostle some-
one’s memory. “They 
said they were headed 
to Fairview and said 
they also sometimes 
go to church at what is 
now the Family Wor-
ship Centre in White-
court (behind the up-
town Tim Hortons).” 
Trigg said she, her sis-
ter, and her dad went to 
the church a few times, 
including the very next 
Sunday, hoping to see 
them. They also asked 
at the church, but noth-
ing came of it.

This year, Trigg’s 
father had a chance 
encounter when he 
helped tow a vehicle on 
a lady’s property. He 
mentioned that the area 
looked similar to where 
the crash happened, and 
the lady confirmed it. 
She and her family had 
even helped that day 

alongside the men in 
the blue truck. “It was 
a weird coincidence. 
She was able to piece 
together some things 
for me that I didn’t re-
member, including her 
young son that helped, 
who was about my age 
at the time,” said Trigg.

The hope now is to 
find the two men. All 
Trigg knows is they 
had a blue truck and 
were driving on High-
way 43 in the early 
evening of October 3, 

2003, on their way to 
Fairview. She figured 
they were somewhere 
in their twenties. “It 
would be cool to thank 
them. Highway 43 is 
busy and out of all the 
vehicles that might 
have seen our plane, 
only one stopped. I 
couldn’t imagine what 
would have happened 
had they not come up 
to me when they did,” 
said Trigg.

As for Grampa Wil-
son, he ended up re-

covering from his in-
juries and even rebuilt 
his crashed plane, and 
still loves to fly. “It was 
a surreal experience to 
survive. I still can’t ex-
plain the peace I felt, as 
a ten-year-old. I wasn’t 
afraid. I trust that it was 
God.” If you or some-
one you know has any 
information on this in-
cident, or knows who 
the two angels are, call 
Amanda at 780-204- 
0530 or contact the 
Whitecourt Press. 

continued from page 2
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
Current opportunities are posted on the Town’s website and when required, opportunities are posted on purchasingconnection.ca.  Currently, Whitecourt has the following opportunities:

• 2024-09-26: Allan & Jean Millar Centre Stereo Sound System.  Closes: October 25, 2024
• 2024-10-01: Allan & Jean Millar Centre Commercial Pedestrian Swing Doors. Closes: October 18, 2024

For further details on any of these opportunities visit www.whitecourt.ca and search the project title.

CAMPING SEASON IS WINDING DOWN….

Residents throughout Whitecourt are getting ready to winterize and store their Recreational 
Vehicles (RVs) for the season. The Town of Whitecourt reminds residents that Land Use Bylaw 
1577 and Traffi c Bylaw 1573 outline guidelines and regulations for the parking of RVs on 
residential properties and streets 

Below are some frequently asked questions regarding RV parking. 

What vehicles are considered RVs?
Motor homes, fi fth wheel trailers, holiday trailers, and boats are all considered recreational 
vehicles under Land Use Bylaw 1577.

Where can residents park their RVs during the winter?
During the winter, RVs must be stored beside or behind the house. From November 1 to 
March 31, on residential properties, one recreational vehicle may be stored on site. No 
portion of the recreational vehicle may be located any further forward than the front of the 
home (minimum of 6.1m from the front property line).

Can residents park unattached trailers on a local street?
No, unattached trailers cannot be parked on town streets at any time. This includes (but 
is not limited to) tent trailers, travel trailers, fi fth wheel trailers, boat trailers, utility trailers, 
campers not mounted on truck, etc.

Can an RV parked on a local street or on a private property be utilized for sleeping?
No, an RV parked on a local street or highway cannot utilized for sleeping.  RV’s are 
not permitted to be occupied for temporary accommodations except within approved 
campground locations.

What are the fi nes for the improper parking of an RV and utility vehicle?
Fines can be issued according to Town Bylaws and Provincial Legislation.

• Parking RVs in prohibited areas - $250 fi ne for fi rst offence under Land Use Bylaw 1577. 
Subsequent fi nes will apply for non-compliance.

• Unattached Trailers - $100 fi ne under Traffi c Bylaw 1573
• Parked over 72 hours – up to a $324 penalty, plus towing cost under the Traffi c Safety Act

For more information, contact the Planning & Development Department at 780-778-2273 or 
visit www.whitecourt.ca.

ONLINE VEHICLE AUCTION
Current opportunities are posted on Michener Allen Auctioneering on behalf of the Town of Whitecourt:

• 2011 Ram 1500 
• 2008 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
• 2008 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
• 2006 Chevrolet Silverado 1500

Bidding for the aforementioned units opens on October 24, 2024. For further details on this opportunity, visit our website www.whitecourt.ca. 

NOTICE OF DECISION
The following decision was made by the Development Authority:

Application 24-099: 3747 - 39 Street Lot 6A, Block 6, Plan 762 0745 – Variance – Reduce the front parking, loading, and storage setback from 6.0m to 3.0m – Approved with 
Conditions.

Date of Decision: October 7, 2024  Appeal Closes at 4:00pm: October 28, 2024

An Appeal of the above decision(s) may be made by submitting a written appeal and appeal fee ($300) to the Offi ce of the Secretary of the Subdivision and Development Appeal 
Board, Town of Whitecourt Administration Building, Box 509, Whitecourt, Alberta, T7S 1N6 prior to 4:00pm on the above noted date.  Any person(s) affected by the said proposal(s), 
has the right to appeal prior to the above date.
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As the colours of autumn paint our forests, we 
remind you to take necessary precautions to make 
this a safe season. From the last days of camping 
and hiking to the start of hunting season and the 

inevitable snow that follows, take a moment to 
make sure you and yours are best prepared.

For all open career opportunities, please check out 
our website at albertanewsprint.com  Careers.

Page sponsored byPage sponsored by

Goose Lake Rec.is seeking 
caretakers for the 2025 season. 
For more information contact: 
curtisgolden19@gmail.com. or  

Goose Lake Rec., Box 47, Lone Pine, 
AB, T0G-1M0

CARETAKERS NEEDED

Local news printed 
on local newsprint

S C H O O L  N E W S

Mrs. Crozier and Mrs. Leutschaft’s kindergarten class built towers with stackable 
cups. This activity helps develop important skills like teamwork, problem-solving, 
and fine motor coordination. After all the excitement of building and destroying their 
towers, sorting the cups by color further enhances their cognitive development, 
reinforcing classification and pattern recognition. Fun is always had at Whitecourt 
Central School.

Mrs. Crozier and Mrs. Leutschaft’s 
kindergarten class built towers with 
stackable cups. This activity helps 
develop important skills like teamwork, 
problem-solving, and fine motor 
coordination. After all the excitement 
of building and destroying their towers, 
sorting the cups by color further 
enhances their cognitive development, 
reinforcing classification and pattern 
recognition. Fun is always had at 
Whitecourt Central School.

The PressThe Press



6 Wednesday,  October 16, 2024 www.whitecourtpress.com PAGE The PressThe Press

 
Supporting growth in Whitecourt since 1922,  
we salute our not-for-profit community. 
Millar Western Forest Products Ltd. 
a resourceful company 

Your only LOCAL carrier serving the Community since 1950
Proud supporter of 

our local Organizations
780-778-2226

This page is sponsored by:

5027 - 51 Avenue, Open: Monday to Friday 10am - 4pm 780-396-8777

Offering support services for marginalized individuals
• Outreach worker, laundry and shower facilities 

by appt • Tax program & Bag Lunch Program

Soaring Eagle Support Society
"Serving the community for over 30 years"

The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food  
in order to help families in need. 

Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm
Phone: 780-778-2341

Located within the Carlan Services Community Centre
The Whitecourt Food Bank is operated by the Town of 
Whitecourt Food Bank Coordinator and dependent on 

volunteers to operate. The Food Bank relies on donations 
of cash or food from individuals and organizations. Local 
grocery stores drop off baked goods including bread and 

pastries weekly. Other corporations and schools  
schedule food drives throughout the year.

Open: Mon, Wed, & Fri 11 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Phone: 780-778-2341

Providing timely and 
easily accessible financial 

support for Whitecourt 
patients and their families 

who are dealing with a 
cancer diagnosis.

This can include help with parking costs for 
hospital visits, living expenses and unforeseen 
medical expenses. Applications can be made 
through the Drs at both Whitecourt Medical 
Clinics or (office hours, can leave a message): 

Kim Nendsa (President of Whitecourt  
Cancer & Wellness Society) 780-778-0932

Aimee Grierson 780-262-0222 
https://wctcancerwellness.com/

**Monthly meetings have been postponed due to 
COVID-19

WHITECOURT GROUP OF  
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS

All meetings are in person and online (hybrid) 
•	 Mondays 7:00pm
•	 Wednesdays 7:30pm

Meetings held at the Family Worship Center upstairs.
ZOOM ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude

Support group on Tuesdays 6:30pm - 8:30 pm,  
starting September 17, 2024 at Crossroads  

Community Church, 4419 44 Ave, Mayerthorpe.
$35 includes 12 weekly sessions. 

Pre-register by calling 780-786-2533.
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PUTTING A FACE ON SUICIDE

Are you or someone you know being bullied?

Toll Free, open 24 hours per day, seven days per week

SPONSORED BY

Tri-Logging 
is against 
bullying

Every 40 seconds somewhere around the 
world someone dies by suicide, that’s 99 

people every 66 minutes. Every day, that’s 
almost 100 people in the United States alone, 

and over 2160 worldwide. Putting a Face 
on Suicide (PAFOS) is a suicide awareness 
project that creates posters and videos to 

pay tribute to those we have lost to suicide 
with dignity and respect. PAFOS humanizes 
the daunting statistics; lovingly replacing 

numbers with faces.

Creating awareness around mental health
One in five Albertans 

will experience mental 
illness or addiction in 
any given year.

As we recognize 
World Mental Health 
Day on Oct. 10, and 
Mental Illness Aware-
ness Week from Oct. 6 
to 12, Recovery Alberta 
is reminding Albertans 

of the mental health 
supports in place. You 
are not alone.

For resources, in-
formation and tips on 
mental health, visit 
Mental health | Recov-
ery Alberta.

Virtual and online 
services are also avail-
able through the fol-

lowing resources:
•	 24/7 supports are 

available through:
	- The Mental Health 

Helpline: 1-877-
303-2642

	- The Addiction 
Helpline: 1-866-
332-2322

	- 211, call or text 
INFO to 211, visit 

ab.211.ca, services 
in more than 170 
languages

•	 The Indigenous Sup-
port Line: 1-844-
944-4744, Monday to 
Friday from noon to 
8 p.m. Available for 
First Nations, Métis 
and Inuit peoples to 
answer questions and 

help support cultural-
ly appropriate care.
Recovery Alberta aims 

to help anyone experi-
encing a mental illness or 
addiction to achieve and 
maintain remission or 
manage a mental health 
problem or illness, and 
live a satisfying, hope-
ful and contributing life, 

even when symptoms are 
present.

For anyone strug-
gling or unsure of how 
to help someone, sup-
port is available.

Visit www.recovery-
alberta.ca or call Men-
tal Health Help line 
at 1-877-303-2642 or 
211, available 24/7.

The PressThe Press
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Here’s How It Works: 
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

(March 21 - April 20)

(April 21 - May 21)

(May 22 - June 21)

(June 22 - July 22)

(July 23 - August 23)

(August 24 - September 22)

(September 23 - October 23)

(October 24 - November 22)

(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)

(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)

(January 21 - February 18)

(February 19 - March 20)

ARIES

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

HOROSCOPECROSSWORDSSUDOKU
Aries, you might find it challenging to assess a 
situation this week. Always stick to what your 
instincts are telling you as they are rarely wrong. 
Try not to get sidetracked by small details.

You may find a need to be more assertive at 
work, Taurus. Your ideas are sound, so don’t 
hesitate to share them with colleagues. Oth-
ers will appreciate your insight.

Communication may be the key for you this 
week, Gemini. It is an excellent time to net-
work and share your ideas. Be concise in your 
interactions to avoid misunderstandings.

Cancer, consider new habits that promote 
well-being and balance. It is important to focus 
on your health and tailor routines to that end. 
Find time to reflect on your goals and ambitions.

It’s a great time to express yourself through 
art, hobbies, or social activities, Leo. Romance 
also could be in the cards, so make space for 
some fun and connection in your personal life.

This week could be focused on family matters 
and your home life, Virgo. It’s an excellent time 
to organize your space and strengthen family 
bonds. You also can work on personal goals.

Social interactions this week are bound to be 
lively and stimulating, Libra. It can be easy 
to get carried away, so balance your social life 
with some quiet time to recharge.

Financial matters might be in focus this 
week, Scorpio. Make a plan to review your 
budget and figure out how to save more. You 
may want to consider new investments.

You might experience a boost in energy and 
optimism this week, Sagittarius. It’s always a 
good idea to focus on personal goals and any 
ambitions that you might have. 

Capricorn, an exercise in reflection and intro-
spection might be a good idea this week. It is 
time for some personal growth, including figur-
ing out ways to be more receptive to feedback.

Aquarius, your innovative ideas may receive 
some positive attention, so don’t be afraid to 
share with others. Social interactions rev up, 
but be sure to balance social life with downtime.

This is a good week to reassess your profes-
sional aspirations and take practical steps 
toward achieving them, Pisces. Put out some 
feelers to your employment network.

Crossword Clues
CLUES ACROSS
  1. Tall, upright post on a 
boat
  5. Basics
  9. Used to refer to cited 
works
 11. Folds
 13. Former UK PM May
 15. Cold region of Russia
 16. Standard operating 
procedure
 17. Separating
 19. Particles
 21. A way to map out
 22. Referee declares
 23. Beginner
 25. Water (Spanish)
 26. Gov’t lawyers
 27. Non-reproductive 
parts of an organism
 29. Spanish friends

 31. A type of tree
 33. Walk heavily
 34. About a wood
 36. Free-swimming marine 
invertebrate
 38. Political action 
committee
 39. SB19 hit song
 41. Scorch the surface of
 43. Moved quickly on foot
 44. Sacred state for a 
Muslim
 46. Growl
 48. Pearl Jam frontman
 52. Irritating person
 53. Something requiring a 
solution
 54. Firing
 56. Hazards
 57. Taiwan capital
 58. Impudence

 59. Rock frontman Durst
CLUES DOWN
  1. One who rides an 
elephant
  2. Absence of bacteria
  3. Soviet Socialist 
Republic
  4. Men’s fashion 
accessories
  5. “Honey” actress Jessica
  6. Round red root 
vegetable
  7. Latin term for “charity”
  8. Doesn't smell good
  9. Mental health issue
 10. Millisecond
 11. Hairstyle
 12. Edible starch
 14. Middle Eastern military 
title
 15. Protein-rich liquids
 18. Indian musical pattern
 20. Cancer and Capricorn
 24. Country along the 

Arabian peninsula
 26. A bend
 28. Fishes of the herring 
family
 30. Antelopes
 32. Chaos
 34. Popular music app
 35. Cooking material
 37. Musical instrument
 38. San Diego ballplayers
 40. Small amounts
 42. Poured
 43. Fabric
 45. Food option
 47. Finger millet
 49. The U. of Miami 
mascot is one
 50. Alberta, Canada river
 51. Canadian flyers
 55. Dry white wine drink

WORDS
ADOPTION
AGREEMENT

APPLICATION
AVAILABLE
BACKGROUND
BEHAVIOR

BOARDING
CAGE
CHECK
EVENT

FACILITY
GREET
LEASH
LICENSE

MEET
ORGANIZATION
REHOMING
RESCUE

SHELTER
TRAINER
TRAINING
VETTING
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$1,111,000.00

780-779-8002
CALL

2.24 Acres - Land downtown Whitecourt , situated 
between Microtel Hotel and Holiday Inn, Zoned C1/C2 
Downtown Commercial & Service Commercial.

ATTENTION 
LAND DEVELOPERS!

This is a fully serviced lot - 
ready to be built on.

$1,698,000.00

4.34 Acres Land Downtown Whitecourt, located next 
to Northern Gateway Schoolboard, Zoned C1/C2- 
Downtown Commercial & Service Commercial.

ATTENTION 
LAND DEVELOPERS!

780-779-8002
CALL

This is a fully serviced lot - 
ready to be built on.

Powder keg: Oil prices and the global recovery
Powder keg: Oil pric-

es and the global recov-
ery

For the global econ-
omy, the downward 
trend in inflation has 
been a welcome de-
velopment with central 
banks starting to cut in-
terest rates.

At the same time, the 
potential for a sustained 
oil price spike to reig-
nite inflation has come 
to the fore as tensions 
in the Middle East have 
escalated.

Home to major 
oil-producing states 
and a key transporta-
tion corridor, there is a 
historical link between 
conflict in the Mid-
dle East and dramatic 
increases in oil pric-
es. Examples include 

the Arab oil embargo 
against countries sup-
porting Israel in the 
Yom Kippur War in 
1973-74, the Iran-Iraq 
War in 1980 and Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait in 
1990.

Oil prices have 
bounced around quite 
a bit since the Hamas 
attack on Israel one 
year ago, but mostly 
for reasons unrelated 
to the hostilities in the 
Middle East. Even as 
the violence has esca-
lated to include Leba-
non and Iran (the latter 
a major oil producer, 
oil markets have been, 
as CNN reporter Matt 
Egan recently put it, 
“remarkably calm.”

The West Texas In-
termediate (WTI) oil 
price benchmark has 
been on the rise so far 

in October, but it re-
mains below US$80 
and the September 
forecast from the U.S. 
Energy Information 
Administration has 
WTI averaging just un-
der the 80-dollar level 
that next year. (Our lat-
est forecast pegs it at 
US$74 in 2025.)

Traders appear to 
be waiting to see if oil 
supply is actually dis-
rupted by events in the 
Middle East rather than 
reacting to the risk that 
it will be disrupted.

This could, however, 
change very quickly if 
traders start to react dif-
ferently to the elevated 
risk levels or if supply 
is physically disrupted 
by, for example, an Is-
raeli attack on Iran’s oil 
fields.

At the same time, be-

cause OPEC has been 
voluntarily limiting 
the amount of oil it is 
producing, there is a 
backup source of sup-
ply that could come on-

line quickly and reduce 
the upward pressure on 
prices.

We don’t know how 
this will play out, but 
we can say with some 

certainty that, if there 
is a sustained spike in 
oil prices, it could trig-
ger a new round of high 
inflation and dampen 
global growth.

By Rob Roach  
ATB Economics

The PressThe Press
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The last of the flowers

Playoff-like regular season matchup between the 
Wolverines and Thunder brings excitement to JDA Place

If you drive along 55th often enough, you might already recognize this backyard. The homeowner clearly has a green thumb 
because the massive pots overflowing with pink and purple flowers were still happy as clams late last week. The property is viewable 
through the back alley of Auttreaux Drive, across the street and slightly down from the Athabasca Terrace apartment building. With 
temperatures dipping, these beautiful flowers likely won't be visible much longer.

Friday night’s match-
up between the White-
court Wolverines and 
the Drayton Valley 
Thunder was messy. 
It wasn’t so much that 
the teams were fighting 
non-stop or being over-
ly nasty to one another, 
but the feel of the game 
was more like a playoff 
meeting than an early 
season one as players 
threw themselves in 
front of the puck and 
took chances you don’t 
typically see outside of 
the post-season.

Maybe it was because 
the two teams don’t see 
each other often, given 
their divisional posi-
tions, but either way, 
fans in attendance at 
JDA Place, all 474 of 
them, were treated to a 
fantastic hockey game. 
In the first period, the 
Whitecourt Wolverines 
struck first, quickly, 
getting on the board 
only forty- four sec-
onds into the frame. 
Ethan Short potted his 
third goal of the season 
thanks to an assist from 
Joey Vetrano, his sixth. 
Aside from each team 
taking a penalty, the 

Wolverines for hook-
ing and the Thunder for 
a check-to-the-head, 
the period ended with-
out much fanfare. The 
Wolverines lead 1-0.

In the second period, 
things went up a notch 
as the teams transi-
tioned into a quicker 
pace and started land-
ing bigger hits. Nearly 
every time the whis-
tle blew, the tension 
seemed to grow. The 
puck was moving fast 
from end to end, and 
the goalies had to be 
sharp.

Nearly fourteen min-
utes in, Wolverine Bra-
den Keeble attempted 
to score his second 
goal of the season and 
was taken down by a 
Thunder player. A loud 
whistle blast stopped 
the play, and all eyes 
turned to the ref as he 
threw up his hand and 
quickly pointed to cen-
ter ice. Keeble was get-
ting a penalty shot!

The local fans were 
behind him as he made 
his way to the puck 
in the middle of the 
ice and began his trek 

The Wolverines lit up the scoreboard on Friday night at JDA Place, but the pucks 
were not the only things flying.

A big hit by Short.

Great save by 
Onyskiw.

By Serena Lapointe

continued on page 11
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Council directed that 
a formal request sent 
to Alberta Transpor-
tation and Economic 
Corridors regarding the 
changing of traffic con-
trol at Highway 661 and 
Township Road 620A 
be cancelled. In 2023, 
Highway 661 through 
Fort Assiniboine was 
resurfaced, and a stop 
sign at the intersec-

tion at Township Road 
620A was relocated to 
the bottom of the hill. 
A formal request on 
behalf of residents was 
sent to Alberta Trans-
portation and Econom-
ic Corridors in March 
2024 requesting the 
sign be relocated to the 
original location. Since 
then, residents have re-
quested that the sign be 

left in its current loca-
tion.

Council approved 
amended Policy 4301 – 
Operations of Transfer 
Stations. The amended 
policy clarifies what is 
and is not accepted and 
how long items will 
stay in the Take-it-or-
Leave-it areas at the 
transfer stations. Effec-
tive November 1, trans-

fer stations hours of op-
eration will change to 
Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Saturday, and Sunday 
from 10:00 am – 4:00 
pm.

Woodlands County 
is providing a letter of 
support for Wellspring 
Family Resource & 
Crisis Centre’s appli-
cation to the Canada 
Mortgage and Housing 

Corporation Women 
and Children Shelter 
and Transitional Hous-
ing Initiative Grant. 
Wellspring recently 
purchased a four-plex 
near their existing shel-
ter and is applying for 
funding to retrofit and 
covert the building 
into housing for their 
clients. The four-plex 
would provide survi-

vors and their families 
longer-term shelter 
from 6 months to 2 
years while having ac-
cess to support services 
from the emergency 
shelter. In the past year, 
Wellspring has seen an 
increase in the number 
of women and children 
accessing shelter from 
67 in 2023 to 132 in 
2024.

Woodlands County Council discussed the 
following items at their recent meeting of Council:

toward the Thunder 
goalie. Keeble made a 
fantastic move, trick-
ing the goalie, and shot 
the puck directly into 
the open net, making 
the fans go wild! The 
Wolverines were now 
up 2-0.

In the final period, 
the Thunder’s push to 
catch up was clear. In 
the first minute, the vis-
itors had landed sever-
al big hits, pushing the 
Wolverines’ tempers up 
a level. Whitecourt’s 
team held their own, 
kept their composure, 
and scored the game’s 
final goal just over 
two minutes in. Dylan 
Ruptash scored his sev-
enth goal of the season, 
unassisted. Final score 
from JDA Place: Wol-
verines 3, Thunder 0.

At one point, nearly 
six minutes in, some-
thing happened behind 
Wolverines goalie Zac 
Onyskiw’s net. A big, 
clean hit by Dwayne 
Jean Jr sent a Thunder 
player hard into the 
boards.

The player awkward-
ly landed and bounced 
his head against the 
glass before falling to 
the ice with his hands 
reaching for his hel-
met. Thunder play-
ers reacted, grabbing 
onto the Wolverine. 
One Thunder play-
er wrapped his arms 
around Jean Jr and 
looked to be landing 
hits. By the time the 
linesmen pulled them 
apart, Jean Jr no longer 
had his helmet on, and 
he looked mad as he 
yelled over the ref&’s 
shoulder back at the 
Thunder player who 
was doing the same. 
When the dust cleared, 

two Thunder players 
were penalized, and 
Dwayne Jean Jr also sat 
for two minutes.

By the end of the 
third period, there was 
a laundry list of penal-
ties. Eleven penalties 
came out of the final 
frame and told the tale 
of how these two teams 
played against each 
other. The Wolverines 
had five penalties, in-
cluding roughing after 
the whistle and un-
sportsmanlike conduct.

The Drayton Valley 
Thunder had six pen-
alties, which looked 
much the same.

Friday’s game was 
one of only four meet-
ings for these teams 
this season. Here’s 
hoping they meet in the 
post-season because if 
that game had any in-
sight on what a series 
between them would 
look like, the fans 
would be all for it.

The next two home 
games for the White-
court Wolverines are a 
weekend stint on Sat-
urday, October 26 and 
Sunday, October 27. 
The first game will be 
against the Calgary 
Canucks, and it is their 
first matchup this sea-
son. Sunday’s game 
will be against the 
Drumheller Dragons, 
and the Wolverines will 
be after retribution after 
losing their last game 
against the Dragons by 
only one goal.

In other Wolverines’ 
news, veteran forward 
Kaiden Wiltsie is now a 
Bobcat after trading to 
Lloydminster. Wiltsie 
tallied 115 games over 
three seasons, resulting 
in 65 points. Hunter 
Motley has also moved 
and is now a member of 
the Olds Grizzlies. 

Bianchet absorbing a big hit.

Dwayne Jean Jr flying up the ice.

Looking back to the puck.

continued from page 10

Local news printed 
on local newsprint

The PressThe Press
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MEMBERS AT LARGE REQUIREDMEMBERS AT LARGE REQUIRED

BECOME INVOLVED IN THE DECISIONS THAT AFFECT YOU AND YOUR COMMUNITY!

Woodlands County is seeking applications and letters of interest from residents to serve as mem-
bers on the municipality’s Council Committees. 

Agriculture Services Board - 2 vacancies
Economic Development Committee - 2 vacancies
Municipal Planning Commission - 1 vacancy
Community Services Committee – 2 vacancies
Community Services Committee – 1 adult and 1 youth vacancy (1-year term)
Subdivision and Development Appeal Board – 3 vacancies
Pride Valley Aggregate Oversight Steering Committee – 1 vacancy (3-year term)
Woodlands County Library Board – 1 vacancy (3-year term)

Positions are held for a two-year period from November 1, 2024, to October 31, 2026, (unless 
otherwise stated).  

Learn more about each committee and apply online at woodlands.civicweb.net or submit letters of 
interest and/or resume and experience to either of our municipal offices. 

Application Deadline: Wednesday, October 16, 2024, 4:30pm 

Submit Applications to:

Email: communications@woodlands.ab.ca

In-Person:
Woodlands County
Municipal Office, 
#1 Woodlands Lane, Whitecourt, AB  
Regional Municipal Office, 61053A Highway 33, Fort Assiniboine, AB

Creative Colouring
Colour in this picture to create your own masterpiece.

canadian
 
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Thu., Oct. 17
Chance of a shower

70%
10ºC
2ºC

W 24 km/h
1-3mm

Sat., Oct. 19
Mainly sunny

20%
7ºC
1ºC

W 12 km/h
-

 Sun., Oct. 20
Mainly sunny

30%
7ºC
0ºC

W 13 km/h
-

Fri., Oct. 18
Mix of sun and clouds

20%
7ºC
0ºC

W 21 km/h
-

Wed., Oct. 16
Chance of a shower

40%
12ºC
3ºC

E 13 km/h
<1mm

Buildings For Sale
INTEGRITY POST FRAME 
BUILDINGS since 2008 
BUILT WITH CONCRETE 
POSTS. Barns, Shops, 
Riding Arenas, Machine 
Sheds and more, sales@
integritybuilt.com 1-866-
974-7678 www.integrity-
built.com.

Coming Events
BLANKET THE PROV-
INCE with a classified ad. 
Only $269/wk (based on 
25 words or less). Reach 
almost 80  weekly news-
papers. Call NOW for 
details. 1-800-282-6903 
; www.awna.com; email 
classifieds@awna.com.

Employment 
Opportunities

ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
EQUIPMENT IS HIRING: 
Parts Technicians, Parts 
Assistant Manager, Sales 
Consultant, Agriculture & 
Heavy Equipment Techs 
- Journeyman roles. View 
Open Roles  www.rocky-
mtn.com/careers. Possible 

Relocation and Signing 
Bonus Offered.

Employment Wanted
GET YOUR MESSAGE 
SEEN ACROSS Alberta. 
The Blanket Classifieds 
or Value Ads reach over 
600,000 Alberta readers 
weekly. Two options start-
ing at $269 or $799 to get 
your message out! Busi-
ness changes, hiring, items 
for sale, cancellations, 
tenders, etc. People are 
increasingly staying home 
and rely on their local 
newspapers for informa-
tion. KEEP people in the 
loop with our 80 Weekly 
Community Newspapers. 
Call THIS NEWSPAPER 
now or email classifieds@
awna.com  for details. 
1-800-282-6903, 780-
434-8746  www.awna.
com.

Feed and Seed
WE BUY DAMAGED 
GRAIN - Heated, Mixed, 
Tough, Light, Bugs, Spring 
Thrashed....Barley, Wheat, 

Oats, Peas, Flax, Cano-
la. "On Farm Pickup". 
Westcan Feed & Grain 
1-877-250-5252.

ALBERTA FEED GRAIN: 
Buying Oats, Barley, 
Wheat, Canola, Peas, 
Screenings, Mixed Grains. 
Dry, Wet, Heated, or 
Spring Thresh. Prompt 
Payment. In House 
Trucks, In House Excre-
ta Cleaning. Vac Rental. 
1-888-483-8789.

For Sale
WHITE SPRUCE TREES: 5’ 
average $50. Installation 
ONLY $19. Includes: hole 
augered, Wurzel Dip en-
zyme injection, bark mulch 
application, staking. Min-
imum order 20. One-time 
fuel charge: $150 - 200. 
Crystal Springs. 403-820-
0961. Quality guaranteed. 
www.albertasprucetrees.
com.

Services
CRIMINAL RECORD? 
Why suffer employment/

Odds of a child becoming 
a top fashion designer: 1 in 7,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed
with autism: 1 in 110

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autisms peaks.org

Some signs to look for:

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

© 2010 Autism Speaks Inc. “Autism Speaks” and “It’s Time To Listen” & design are trademarks owned by Autism Speaks Inc. All rights reserved.

licensing loss? Travel/
business opportunities? 
Be embarrassed? Think: 
Criminal Pardon. US entry 
waiver. Record purge. File 
destruction. Free consul-
tation. 1-800-347-2540. 
www.accesslegalmjf.com.

PRIVATE MORTGAGE 
LENDER. All real estate 
types considered. No 
credit checks done. Deal 
direct with lender and get 
quick approval. Toll free 
1-866-405-1228; www.
firstandsecondmortgages.
ca.

Wanted
COLLECTOR/ ENTRE-
PRENEUR PURCHASING 
COINS & COLLECTIONS! 
CASH PAID! ROYAL CANA-
DIAN MINT COINS, collec-
tions, rare & old coins, silver 
& gold coins, jewelry, nug-
gets, bullion, sterling, gold & 
silver! 306-774-2420.

WANTED OLD ADVER-
TISING: Dealership signs, 
service station, gas pumps, 
globes, oil cans, Red Indi-
an, White Rose, Buffalo, 
Husky, Ford, GM, Dodge, 
Tire signs, Coke, Pepsi, 
etc. Call 306-221-5908.

Please visit www.whitecourt.ca for all 
employment opportunities and details 
on how to apply.

If you enjoy a fast-paced, progressive work environment and 
you have a passion for serving the local community then this 
may be the opportunity for you! We believe that our values of 
diversity, collaboration, innovation and mutual respect bring 
out the best in our team, and we are currently looking to fi ll the 
following positions:

Job#: 24-056, Fire Chief, Permanent, Full-time Position.

The PressThe Press
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Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858

A locally owned and family operated 
newspaper serving Whitecourt

The Press is printed on high quality newsprint using 
vegetable based ink. We encourage you to share, save, 

reuse, rehash & recycle.

Published every wednesday

The PressThe Press

Dollar Values as of October 16, 2024

One Canadian Dollar = 0.72 US Dollar
at an exchange rate of 0.7264 (using nominal rate).

Money Matters

Letter to the Editor policy
The Press welcomes readers to write letters to the 
Editor. A maximum of 300 words is preferred but not 
necessary. Letters must carry a first name or two 
initials with surname and include an address and 
daytime telephone number. All letters are subject to 
editing. Please email letters to wctpress@gmail.com.

Shift Incentive for Overnights

Powder keg: Oil 
prices and the 

global recovery
Powder keg: Oil 
prices and the 

global recovery
For the global econ-

omy, the downward 
trend in inflation has 
been a welcome de-
velopment with central 
banks starting to cut in-
terest rates.

At the same time, the 
potential for a sustained 
oil price spike to reig-
nite inflation has come 
to the fore as tensions 
in the Middle East have 
escalated.

Home to major oil-
producing states and a 
key transportation cor-
ridor, there is a histor-
ical link between con-
flict in the Middle East 

and dramatic increases 
in oil prices. Examples 
include the Arab oil 
embargo against coun-
tries supporting Israel in 
the Yom Kippur War in 
1973-74, the Iran-Iraq 
War in 1980 and Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait in 
1990.

Oil prices have 
bounced around quite 
a bit since the Hamas 
attack on Israel one 
year ago, but mostly 
for reasons unrelated 
to the hostilities in the 
Middle East. Even as 
the violence has esca-
lated to include Leba-
non and Iran (the latter 
a major oil producer, 
oil markets have been, 
as CNN reporter Matt 
Egan recently put it, 

“remarkably calm.”
The West Texas In-

termediate (WTI) oil 
price benchmark has 
been on the rise so far 
in October, but it re-
mains below US$80 
and the September 
forecast from the U.S. 
Energy Information 
Administration has 
WTI averaging just un-
der the 80-dollar level 
that next year. (Our lat-
est forecast pegs it at 
US$74 in 2025.)

Traders appear to 
be waiting to see if oil 
supply is actually dis-
rupted by events in the 
Middle East rather than 
reacting to the risk that 
it will be disrupted.

This could, however, 
change very quickly if 

traders start to react dif-
ferently to the elevated 
risk levels or if supply 
is physically disrupted 
by, for example, an Is-
raeli attack on Iran’s oil 
fields.

At the same time, be-
cause OPEC has been 
voluntarily limiting the 
amount of oil it is pro-
ducing, there is a back-
up source of supply that 
could come online quick-
ly and reduce the upward 
pressure on prices.

We don’t know how 
this will play out, but 
we can say with some 
certainty that, if there 
is a sustained spike in 
oil prices, it could trig-
ger a new round of high 
inflation and dampen 
global growth.

By Rob Roach  
ATB ECONOMICS
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CROSSWORDSWORD SEARCH

SUDOKU

PUZZLES SOLUTIONS

Let them hear you roar

The Whitecourt Cats were in action on Friday last week, 
taking on the Valleyview Cougars in front of the hometown 
faithful at Graham Acres. With blankets on their laps, fans 
littered the stands to cheer on their team. The Cats played 
hard, giving the Cougars a run for their money and ended 
up taking the win, 24-13. Local dad James Stanchfield 
snapped some shots of the win from the sidelines.

In the air for the catch.

Don't let go of the ball!!

The PressThe Press
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Thank you to all those loving 
families who've adopted the 

pets at the Whitecourt Vet Clinic. 

Whitecourt Veterinary 
Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave

Less than a dollar a day, $300.00 a 
year. Call now to book your spot.

780-779-8546

We're there 
where you need 

us most!

Providing Traffic 
Control and Piloting

Road Monitoring 
& Radar Services

Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties

780-865-5815

• Traffic Control 
Personnel

• Provide service for 
emergency lane or road 

closures
• Construction 
zzone set ups

DEBT PROBLEMS??? 
780-424-9944

FREE Consultation
www.DEBTFREE.ca

A.C. Waring 
& Associates Inc. 

 Licensed Insolvency Trustee 
Trustee in Bankruptcy

Foreclosure Fear?
Wage Garnishment?

Call Us.  Talk to Us.  We can help you NOW.

Bank Loan Recalled?
Mortgage/Rent Arrears?

MICHAEL EPP 
Partner

CPA, CA, CMA

TERRY ST. LAURENT
Partner

 CPA, CGA, CA

METRIXGROUP.CA

Fox Creek/Whitecourt/La Crete
T: 780-778-3091 T: 780-928-9525

Edmonton
T: 780-489-9606

Toll Free: 1-877-489-9606

Lloydminster
T: 780-875-7433

Evansburg
T: 780-727-2017

Fort Saskatchewan
T: 780-992-0266

Accounting Tax Estates and Trusts Consulting
Contract

Controllership
Audit and

Review Engagements

4927 – 51st Avenue, PO Box 328, Whitecourt, AB T7S 1N5

ATS

(780) 779-0673 

Appliance and 
Refrigeration

Whitecourt, AB. 

(780) 779-0673 

NEED HELP? CALL ANYTIME! (24-7)
Mental Health Helpline 1-877-303-2642 

• Addiction Helpline 1-866-332-2322 • Health Link 811


