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Lions Club dollars 
continue to play 
an impactful role 
in the community

The Whitecourt Lions Club has been an impactful community 
supporter for decades. Dollars raised through the group’s 
campground, located by the Forest Interpretive Centre, have 
helped support numerous groups and non-profit organizations. 
See story page 2
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Lions Club dollars continue to play 
an impactful role in the community

The Whitecourt Li-
ons Club has proudly 
operated the White-
court Lions Camp-
ground for years and 
uses the money it 
makes to support re-
gional, non-profit or-
ganizations and clubs. 
The club has donated 
to the Whitecourt Food 
Bank, the Whitecourt 
Christmas Hamper, 
KidSport Whitecourt, 
the Whitecourt & Dis-
trict Agricultural So-
ciety, Whitecourt Teen 
Centre, Wellspring 
Family Resource & 
Crisis Centre, Com-

munity Lunch Box 
Society, Girl Guides, 
BGC, Tennille’s Hope 
Soup Kitchen, and the 
Whitecourt Cancer & 
Wellness Society, to 
name a few. They have 
also helped support 
fire and flood victims. 
The dollars raised from 
summers of fun-filled 
camping have gone a 
long way to support 
the community, in-
cluding some tidbits 
from the time capsule 
that many will remem-
ber but some may not 
know. In the late 1950s, 
when A.J. Millar was 
the Chief of the White-

court Fire Department, 
the Whitecourt Lion’s 
Club helped raise funds 
to build the communi-
ty’s fire hall, which still 
stands on the original 
site.

Volunteers that make  
up the board of the 
Whitecourt Lions Club  
are entrenched in the 
community and like 
to put dollars towards 
things that have an 
impact. One of the 
non-profits that the Li-
on’s Club helps regu-
larly is the 721 Hawk 
Squadron Whitecourt 
Air Cadets. Each year, 
the club donates dollars 

towards the program.
On Wednesday last 

week, Bob Bell, long 
time member of the 
Whitecourt Lion’s Club 
(28 years) and second 
vice president, happily 
handed over this year’s 
$10,000 cheque. “We 
love seeing what this 
program does for the 
kids. That’s why we 
want to keep supporting 
it. It helps the kids be 
better in life and meet 
new people and do dif-
ferent things like camp-
ing, range, and volun-
teering,” said Bell.

By Serena Lapointe

continued on page 3
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“They get to learn 
lots of stuff, and it has 
helped a lot of kids. We 
have been supporting 
them for many years. 
I’m not sure how long. 
It’s been a long time,” 
he added. Bell’s son 
was one of the youths 
supported through the 
cadet program, hav-
ing aged out several 
years ago. “When he 
started, he was shy and 
wouldn’t talk. Once he 
went to camp for the 
first time, he returned 
as a completely differ-
ent person. The Com-
manding Officer asked 
where my son went 
because he came back 
talking and wasn’t shy. 
He was taking charge. 
Mark was a new per-
son. He went to camp 
for two more years and 
became a Warrant Offi-
cer First Class. He went 
all the way to the top 
rank,” explained Bell.

Seeing the changes 
in his son showed Bell 
how important it was 
to keep the air cadets 
program going. “Help-
ing them keeps the pro-
gram going and keeps 
the lights on. Without 
support, they wouldn’t 
be going.” Bell contin-

ues volunteering with 
the 721 Hawks even 
though his son has been 
out of the program for 
several years. “I plan 
on doing it for years 
yet,” he said.

Captain Mitchell 
Krasey, pictured, was 
pleased to accept the 
cheque alongside par-
ent- committee chair 
Jay Thebeau (SSC) and 
Warrant Officer Sec-
ond Class Lapointe. 
“The Department of 
National Defense does 
a lot for us, like pro-
viding wages for the 
staff and basic supports 
like uniforms and some 
equipment, but there 
are things they don’t 
supply. Thanks to local 
sponsors like the Lions 
Club, we can add the 
extra things we need for 
a more exciting and vi-
brant program. Instead 
of giving the cadets the 
basic, plain-Jane meal, 
we get the extra value 
meal with the support 
from the Lions Club,” 
explained Krasey.

He said that dollars 
from the community 
make the program ex-
tra fun and allow the 
squadron to partake in 
things they might not 
get otherwise, includ-
ing weekend camping 

trips, sports days, and 
regional get-togethers 
with other squadrons. 
“We just had a gliding 
weekend at the start 
of October where the 
whole squadron went 
up to Grande Prairie, 
and each cadet got two 
glider flights each. That 
was a unique thing. I 
think of all the cadets 
we brought, only two 
or three of the cadets 
had actually glided be-
fore. It was an exciting 
program and was en-
joyed by all.” Bell said 
knowing the kids are 
getting experiences like 
that is all the more rea-
son to keep supporting 
the Hawks. “I greatly 
respect all the cadets 
and the leaders that 
help them work hard.

We love seeing them 
improve all the time. 
I see it more than the 
other members because 
I come down here to 
watch. I really enjoy 
watching them work. 
It’s tremendous. Some 
go on into the service, 
and others go on to 
great careers because 
of it.”

Cadets volunteer each 
spring to help clean up 
the Lions Campground 
and prepare it for the 
camping season. The 

group places picnic ta-
bles on the sites, picks 
up branches, sweeps 
out sites, and stacks 
firewood. Volunteer-
ism is a significant part 
of the cadet program, 
which is another reason 
it aligns with the Lions 
Club.

“People who camp 
there are supporting 
the community with 
their dollars. We get 
people from the States 

that stay every year be-
cause they want to sup-
port the club because 
they know what we do. 
We have workers who 
camp there, too,” said 
Bell. He added that the 
club is adding to the 
campground this year.

Lions Club Interna-
tional has nearly 1.5 
million members in 
49,000 clubs. Bell said 
the local club is always 
seeking more commu-

nity-minded residents 
to join. “Right now, 
we have about twelve 
members. We would 
like to have more. Age 
isn’t an issue. We do 
other projects around 
town, too, and we’ve 
never turned anyone 
down.” Clubs and 
non-profit organiza-
tions seeking support 
are encouraged to con-
tact the Lions Club. 

continued from page 2

The PressThe Press
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The Whitecourt & District Chamber of Commerce held its annual Trunk or Treat on 
Saturday afternoon. The core of downtown Whitecourt was absolutely packed with 
people over the three-hour event and didn't slow down until the very end. When 
things opened at noon, the line to get in extended from kitty-corner to the library, 
past the four-way stop at the Sagitawah Brewing Company and around the corner 
as hundreds of residents arrived for some festive fun. Twenty-eight businesses 
and organizations decorated their trunks, from cars to vans to trucks and even 
a transport, and set up shop along 49 Street (in front of the Midtown Mall) and 
51 Avenue (to Whitecourt Stationary). The official attendance numbers won't be 
known until after this paper prints, but if the never-ending lineup was any gauge, it 
sure looked like several thousand attendees took in this year's free event.

A cute bear family.

Belle and her Beast.

Another cute four-
legged trick or treater.

Cruella De Vil with three 
of her 101 dalmatians.

Two officers 
of the festive 

law.

Everyone was a kid on Saturday!

The only thing missing from these 
two rubber chicken costumes was the 
sound.

Rosie and Posie. Having a blast.

Busy downtown.

Chinook Air had a Mario-themed trunk. A group of cowpokes.

This youngster has her eyes on some 
candy.

Mike and Rebecca from No Frills as Red Mike and Rebecca from No Frills as Red 
Riding Hood and the Big Bad Wolf.Riding Hood and the Big Bad Wolf.
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Supporting growth in Whitecourt since 1922,  
we salute our not-for-profit community. 
Millar Western Forest Products Ltd. 
a resourceful company 

Your only LOCAL carrier serving the Community since 1950
Proud supporter of 

our local Organizations
780-778-2226

This page is sponsored by:

5027 - 51 Avenue, Open: Monday to Friday 10am - 4pm 780-396-8777

Offering support services for marginalized individuals
• Outreach worker, laundry and shower facilities 

by appt • Tax program & Bag Lunch Program

Soaring Eagle Support Society
"Serving the community for over 30 years"

The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food  
in order to help families in need. 

Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm
Phone: 780-778-2341

Located within the Carlan Services Community Centre
The Whitecourt Food Bank is operated by the Town of 
Whitecourt Food Bank Coordinator and dependent on 

volunteers to operate. The Food Bank relies on donations 
of cash or food from individuals and organizations. Local 
grocery stores drop off baked goods including bread and 

pastries weekly. Other corporations and schools  
schedule food drives throughout the year.

Open: Mon, Wed, & Fri 11 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Phone: 780-778-2341

Providing timely and 
easily accessible financial 

support for Whitecourt 
patients and their families 

who are dealing with a 
cancer diagnosis.

This can include help with parking costs for 
hospital visits, living expenses and unforeseen 
medical expenses. Applications can be made 
through the Drs at both Whitecourt Medical 
Clinics or (office hours, can leave a message): 

Kim Nendsa (President of Whitecourt  
Cancer & Wellness Society) 780-778-0932

Aimee Grierson 780-262-0222 
https://wctcancerwellness.com/

**Monthly meetings have been postponed due to 
COVID-19

WHITECOURT GROUP OF  
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS

All meetings are in person and online (hybrid) 
•	 Mondays 7:00pm
•	 Wednesdays 7:30pm

Meetings held at the Family Worship Center upstairs.
ZOOM ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude

Support group on Tuesdays 6:30pm - 8:30 pm,  
starting September 17, 2024 at Crossroads  

Community Church, 4419 44 Ave, Mayerthorpe.
$35 includes 12 weekly sessions. 

Pre-register by calling 780-786-2533.

The PressThe Press
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The Whitecourt Cats have been scoring a lot of W's lately. On Friday last week, they welcomed the 
Valleyview Cougars to town for a skirmish at Graham Acres in front of the hometown crowd. The game 
started well for the Cats as the group battled their way onto the scoreboard early, taking a 7-0 lead by 
the end of the first quarter. Not wanting to be taken down too easily, the Cougars fought back hard 
and gave the Cats a run for their money. The score tightened up, but the Cats managed to hang out 

and steal a nailbiter, 10-8. With the win, the Cats now move into the Peace League final 
against the Peace River Pioneers, which will take place this week. The Cats have also 
secured themselves a spot in ASAA 9-man football. Go Cats!

As the colours of autumn paint our forests, we 
remind you to take necessary precautions to make 
this a safe season. From the last days of camping 
and hiking to the start of hunting season and the 

inevitable snow that follows, take a moment to 
make sure you and yours are best prepared.

For all open career opportunities, please check out 
our website at albertanewsprint.com  Careers.

Page sponsored byPage sponsored by

Woodlands County Council meeting review
At its annual orga-

nizational meeting, 
Council appointed 
Councillor Dave Kus-
ch as Reeve for a one-
year term. In addition, 
Councillors were ap-
pointed to serve as 
members of various 
boards and committees 
which can be found on 
the Woodlands County 
CivicWeb Portal.

Council was updat-
ed on the condition 
of the cold mix, hot 

mix, oiled and grav-
el roads as well as 
ditching for various 
roads in Woodlands 
County. McElhanney 
was contracted to in-
spect 65 km of oiled 
and cold mix roads in 
April 2024. After re-
viewing the data col-
lected, cost estimates 
and rehabilitation op-
tions were included 
in a report based on 
the conditions of the 
road. County staff 

also reviewed data 
gathered on gravel 
roads and road ditch-
ing in preparation of 
the 2025 budget. A 
Condition Improve-
ment program was 
developed and will 
be used to guide up-
coming budget delib-
erations and future 
budgets.

Council adopted the 
Levels of Service Re-
port and will incorpo-
rate it as part of the 

annual Strategic Plan 
Review. The report in-
ventories the services 
provided by each de-
partment and outlines 
recommendations for 
the growth of the or-
ganization to meet 
the service levels ex-
pected by Woodlands 
County residents. The 
next Strategic Plan re-
view will take place 
after the 2025 election 
with the new Council.

Council scheduled 

special meetings for 
2025 budget discus-
sions:
•	 Monday, November 

25, 9:30 am
•	 Wednesday, Decem-

ber 4, 2:00 pm
•	 Thursday, Decem-

ber 5, 5:00 pm
•	 Tuesday, December 

10, 5:00 pm
Upcoming 

scheduled meetings:
•	 Regular Council – 

Wednesday, Novem-
ber 20, 9:30 am

•	 Regular Council – 
Wednesday, Decem-
ber 4, 5:00 pm

•	 Regular Council – 
Wednesday, Decem-
ber 18, 9:30 am
Meetings are held 

in-person at the Munic-
ipal Office in White-
court and streamed on 
the Woodlands Coun-
ty YouTube channel. 
Agenda packages 
are available on the 
Woodlands County 
CivicWeb Portal.

Touchdown!

Cats being cats.
A pile up.

Cats win!
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Tri-Logging 
is against 
bullying

Putting a face 
on suicide

Every 40 seconds somewhere around 
the world someone dies by suicide, that’s 
99 people every 66 minutes. Every day, 
that’s almost 100 people in the United 

States alone, and over 2160 worldwide. 
Putting a Face on Suicide (PAFOS) is a 
suicide awareness project that creates 

posters and videos to pay tribute to those 
we have lost to suicide with dignity and 
respect. PAFOS humanizes the daunting 
statistics; lovingly replacing numbers 

with faces.

Have you been bullied, and want to share your story? 
Email wctpress@telus.net All submissions remain confidential 

If your life is in danger  
or you know someone’s life is in danger  

DIAL EMERGENCY NOW 911!
If you are experiencing suicidal thoughts, 

you need to know that you’re not alone. You 
can also call if you are not in crisis, seeking 

additional information. The new Canada 
Suicide Prevention Service (CSPS), by Crisis 

Services Canada, enables callers anywhere in 

Canada to access crisis support by phone, in 
French or English: toll-free 1-833-456-4566 

Available 24/7
Crisis Text Line (Powered by Kids Help 

Phone) Canada Wide free, 24/7 texting service 
is accessible immediately to youth anywhere 

in Canada by texting TALK to 686868 to reach 
an English speaking Crisis Responder and 

TEXTO to 686868 to reach a French-speaking 
Crisis Responder on any text/ 

SMS enabled cell phone.
KidsHelpPhone Ages 20 Years and Under 

in Canada 1-800-668-6868 (Online or on 
the Phone). First Nations and Inuit Hope for 
Wellness 24/7 Help Line 1-855-242-3310

Canadian Indian Residential Schools Crisis 
Line 1-866-925-4419

Trans LifeLine – All Ages 1-877-330-6366

The PressThe Press



8 Wednesday,  October 30, 2024 www.whitecourtpress.com PAGE The PressThe Press

Here’s How It Works: 
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

(March 21 - April 20)

(April 21 - May 21)

(May 22 - June 21)

(June 22 - July 22)

(July 23 - August 23)

(August 24 - September 22)

(September 23 - October 23)

(October 24 - November 22)

(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)

(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)

(January 21 - February 18)

(February 19 - March 20)

ARIES

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

HOROSCOPECROSSWORDSSUDOKU
Your energy levels are soaring this week, Ar-
ies. Channel this vitality into a new project or 
personal goal. Be cautious of being too impul-
sive, and think things through before acting.

Embrace flexibility in your personal life, Tau-
rus. Being open to change will lead to unex-
pected opportunities and strengthen your re-
lationships. There are a few surprises ahead.

Communication is key for you this week, Gem-
ini. You may find that your words carry extra 
weight and influence. Use this to your advan-
tage at work and in your personal life.

Cancer, focus on behind-the-scenes work 
around the office — it’s not always about 
being in the spotlight that gets you ahead. All 
of your contributions are valuable. 

Leo, embrace your natural charisma and confi-
dence, but also remember to show appreciation 
for the people who support you. Balance is key in 
all social situations this week. 

It is time to get organized, Virgo. Tackle any 
lingering tasks or projects that need your at-
tention. Your meticulous attention to detail 
will serve you well as you bring order to things.

Libra, focus on finding harmony in your rela-
tionships this week. You might need to me-
diate conflicts or offer support to loved ones. 
Use your diplomatic skills to create balance.

Trust your instincts when making decisions, 
especially those related to work or personal 
projects, Scorpio. Your intuition is pretty 
sharp this week, so use it to your advantage.

Sagittarius, adventure is calling out to you. 
Whether it’s a spontaneous trip or explor-
ing a new hobby, embrace opportunities to 
expand your horizons. 

Capricorn, your dedication and hard work are 
likely to be recognized, leading to potential ad-
vancement or new opportunities. Just wait for all 
of the exciting things to come your way.

Use creative energy to explore new ideas or 
tackle creative projects, Aquarius. When you 
interact with others, you also may gain some 
fresh ideas to use to your advantage.

Pisces, this week calls for reflection and heal-
ing. Take time to address any emotional needs 
and seek support if you want to talk to some-
one or simply need another be close to you.

Crossword Clues
CLUES ACROSS
   1. __ Spumante (Italian wine)
  5. Highly impressed
 11. Pronoun to identify 
something specific
 12. Uttered in an impassioned 
way
 16. Outfits
 17. “Westworld” actor Harris
 18. Stewed game casserole
 19. Indignities inflicted on 
others
 24. Blood type
 25. Says beneath one’s breath
 26. Taxis
 27. Transmits genetic 
information from DNA to the 
cytoplasm
 28. NFL great Randy
 29. Where college students 
live
 30. Brief Yankees sensation 
Kevin

 31. Condiment
 33. -frutti
 34. Polish city
 38. Astronomy unit of 
distance
 39. Romanian village
 40. Bears first overall pick 
Williams
 43. Irritated
 44. Clothing for sale has them
 45. One-time world power
 49. When you anticipate 
arriving
 50. Farm building
 51. Organize thoughtfully
 53. Detective
 54. One who reduces
 56. Nursemaids
 58. Partner to “Pa”
 59. World’s longest river
 60. Commemorates
 63. Compound
 64. The Lannisters and Starks 

fought for one
 65. Email function
CLUES DOWN
  1. Open-roofed entrance
  2. Japanese religion
  3. Dancer’s garments
  4. Distributes
  5. Yemeni port
  6. Spanish doctors
  7. It cools your house
  8. Engine variant
  9. Makes more manageable
 10. Days (Spanish)
 13. Milliliter
 14. Spread out from
 15. With two replaceable 
hydrogen atoms
 20. Respectful title for a man
 21. Equally
 22. Scarlett’s home
 23. Big Blue
 27. Subway dwellers
 29. One-tenth of a liter
 30. Central European river
 31. Distress signal
 32. Expression of sympathy
 33. Bar bill

 34. Football equipment
 35. Dance music
 36. Russian river
 37. Mary __, cosmetics
 38. Gym class
 40. Autos
 41. Fourth and honorable 
name in ancient Rome
 42. Defeats (abbr.)
 44. A way to color
 45. Planet
 46. Form of humor
 47. Taken without permission
 48. Go over again
 50. Auto parts manufacturer
 51. Detective’s source
 52. Home of the Flyers
 54. Short official note
 55. Emit coherent radiation
 57. In the year of Our Lord
 61. Atomic #18
 62. Not from, but…

WORDS
BOWL
BUTTER
CARAMEL

CARNIVAL
COMBINATION
CONCESSION
ENJOY

EXPLODE
FAIR
FIBER
INFLATE

KERNELS
MAIZE
MICROWAVE
MOVIE

POPCORN
POPPER
SALTY
SEASONING

SNACK
SODA
TASTY
THEATER
UNPOPPED



9Wednesday, October 30, 2024www.whitecourtpress.com PAGE

The Bank of Canada doesn’t 
want to be behind the curve

As we expected, the 
Bank of Canada slashed 
its policy interest rate 
by 50 basis points from 
4.25% to 3.75% last 
week—the largest cut 
since the early stages of 
the pandemic and a rare 
‘oversized’ move out-
side a recession period.

The jumbo cut comes 
because inflation has 
already fallen to target 
and such restrictive pol-
icy rates are no longer 
needed. Last month’s 
CPI report sealed the 

50 basis point cut in 
our view. Headline in-
flation broke through 
the 2% target to land 
at only 1.6%. And now 
the Bank expects infla-
tion to be lower than it 
was forecasting in July 
(see below).

Our take: The right 
call, and a key moment 
in the battle against 
inflation. Late out of 
the gate when inflation 
took off, the Bank of 
Canada doesn’t want to 
be behind the curve as 
inflation normalizes. It 
takes 18 to 24 months 

for the impacts of poli-
cy rate changes to fully 
kick in, and speeding 
back to its neutral rate 
(estimated by the Bank 
to be 2.25-3.25%) will 
help prevent the econ-
omy from cooling too 
much. Even with this 
latest cut, policy will 
remain restrictive—
more people are renew-
ing loans at higher rates 
than before the rate 
hikes started. And if in-
flation flares up again, 
the Bank can simply 
hold longer at the cur-
rent policy rate.

By Mark Parsons ATB 
Economics

The PressThe Press

FAMILY VIOLENCE PREVENTION MONTH NOVEMBER 2024
Whitecourt Town Council encourages the citizens of Whitecourt to recognize November as Family Violence Prevention Month.  This year’s provincial theme is #WhereToTurn and 
#GoPurpleAB.  Family Violence Prevention Month focuses on addressing and reducing family violence in our community and citizens are encouraged to engage, take a stand, and 
join together to help end family violence.
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DISCRETIONARY USEDISCRETIONARY USE
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT APPLICATIONDEVELOPMENT PERMIT APPLICATION

The Municipal Planning Commission will be making a decision on the following development permit application as per the Woodlands County Land Use Bylaw, at their regular meeting on Wednesday, 
November 20, 2024 at 5:00 p.m. at the Whitecourt Municipal Office, downstairs.

Section 19 of the Woodlands County Land Use Bylaw provides opportunity for any person who may have comments on the proposed development to deliver to the Development Officer, a written state-
ment of their concerns indicating: their full name and address and the reasons for their comments to the proposed use. 

If you have any comment or concern regarding this proposal you may provide a written statement via email to planning@woodlands.ab.ca prior to 4:30 p.m., November 13, 2024 or you may attend 
the meeting to voice any comments.

Comments received will be taken into consideration by the Municipal Planning Commission.

Information regarding this application may be obtained by inquiring prior to 4:30 pm, Nov. 13, 2024.

Attention: Peter McKay, Development Officer
 peter.mckay@woodlands.ab.ca

 Woodlands County
 Box 60, #1 Woodlands Lane, Whitecourt  AB  T7S 1N3
 Telephone:     780-778-8400
 Toll-Free:    1-888-870-6315

LEGAL  DESCRIPTION DEVELOPMENT PERMIT APPLICATION NUMBER PROPOSAL

PT. NW 6-59-10-W5M
Lot 6 Block 1 Plan 082-9101 15-054-2024 Transport Contractor

Business (Minor)

President Louise Meier having a little fun 
with her gavel at last year's gala. 

Photos by Stacey WoyewodaPhotos by Stacey Woyewoda

“Their success gives us success” 
Chamber president hopes area businesses feel 

appreciatedthrough 2024 Business Awards

The nomination pe-
riod for this year’s 
Whitecourt & District 
Chamber of Com-
merce 2024 Business 
Awards began late last 
week. For the next 
month, residents from 
Whitecourt, Wood-
lands County and the 
Town of Mayerthorpe 
can nominate busi-
nesses in one of thir-
teen categories. This 
year, non-Chamber 
companies can also be 
nominated and win in 
eleven categories, with 
two reserved solely 

for Chamber members 
(Chamber Member of 
the Year and Legacy 
Business).

Last year’s event 
brought out the com-
munity with 190 nom-
inations received and 
over 1,200 votes cast. 
Chamber president 
Louise Meier hopes 
to see this year grow 
even more, with partic-
ipation from all three 
communities under 
their district. “It was 
incredible. That says 
that this area supports 
their businesses,” she 
said. “Even just look-

ing at last year’s ‘I’m 
Dreaming of a White-
court Christmas’, with 
between two and three 
million dollars of local 
spending. It’s absolute-
ly incredible. That’s 
what keeps our com-
munity strong,” said 
Meier.

She said shining a 
light on local business 
owners says thank you. 
“It’s our local people. 
Those who take the risk 
and put their own mon-
ey into a business and 
start it up to provide 
something to the com-
munity. That’s what 

this is really about. It 
is identifying the peo-
ple who have taken the 
risk and have had the 
success we want to see 
everybody have,” she 
explained. The nomi-
nation period will run 
from now until Decem-
ber 1 at 5 pm, followed 
by the voting period 
which, once started, 
will last until 11:59 pm 
on December 15. “We 
are looking for the cit-
izens to recognize what 
they feel are some of 
our outstanding busi-

By Serena Lapointe

continued on page 11

Whitecourt Transport won last year's Business Innovation Award.
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Please visit www.whitecourt.ca for all 
employment opportunities and details 
on how to apply.

If you enjoy a fast-paced, progressive work environment and 
you have a passion for serving the local community then this 
may be the opportunity for you! We believe that our values of 
diversity, collaboration, innovation and mutual respect bring 
out the best in our team, and we are currently looking to fi ll the 
following positions:

Job#: 24-058, Food Bank Coordinator, Permanent, 
Part-time Position.
Job#: 24-060, Family Violence Prevention Worker, 
Contract, Part-time Position.

Louise (left) with last year's Corporate/Franchise winner, Mike & Rebecca's No Frills. 

nesses and to tell us 
why they feel that way,” 
said Meier. Speaking 
to why they decided 
to allow non-chamber 
businesses to be nomi-
nated, Meier said it’s an 
encouragement to join. 
“If they win, they are 
given a credit towards a 
Chamber membership. 
So, that is an encour-
agement to become a 
Chamber member too.”

She said being a 
member isn’t just about 
the “prestige of it” but 
that businesses have 
much to gain from 
doing it. “One of the 
biggest things is con-
necting with other busi-
nesses in the communi-
ty and supporting each 
other. The networking 
events are golden for 
small businesses.

There are also things 
for small business-
es who, for example, 
don’t have a healthcare 
benefit plan because 
it’s too expensive or 
they are too small. If 
you join the Chamber, 
you can hook up for 
that, and it’s not as ex-
pensive as doing it on 
your own. There are 
lots of reasons to be-
come a member.”

This year’s list of 
awards has grown from 
last year’s ten, with 
three additional awards 
up for grabs. Returning 
award categories in-

cluded Small Business 
of the Year, Corporate/
Franchise Business of 
the Year, Non-Profit 
of the Year, Emerging 
Business of the Year, 
Customer Service 
Award, Community 
Champion, Business 
Innovation, Business 
Employing Youth, and 
Legacy Business. Two 
awards saw a slight 
name change Staff 
Member of the Year is 
now Employee of the 
Year, and Best Place 
to Work is now the 
Employer Excellence 
Award. The two new 
awards for 2024 are 
Chamber Member of 
the Year and the Re-
gional Community/
Tourist Attraction 
Award.

“There are various 
sections and criteria 
people can read about 
and nominate one of 
the businesses in, or 
more than one. People 
can only win in one 
category, but they can 
be  nominated in more 
than one,” explained 
Meier. As anyone nom-
inated can likely attest 
to, having their name 
put up for recognition 
means a lot, even if 
they don’t win.

Meier said there ar-
en’t too many things 
that consumers can’t 
find here and that it is 
about recognizing that. 
“What we have here is 
special. We appreciate 

that people have taken 
the risk of starting a 
business and providing 
a service to the people 
in the community. That 
is what is so important 
to me. You are not go-
ing to get that anywhere 
else. It’s an experience. 
We are celebrating 
what people have given 
to the population here.”

Once the nomina-
tion period closes on 
December 1, residents 
will have two weeks 
to vote for the winners 
out of the nominations. 
Then, on Saturday, 

January 25, the win-
ners will be announced 
during the third an-
nual President’s Gala 
and Business Awards 
event. “We want to 
encourage people to 
nominate the business-
es they feel are worthy 
and to vote for them. 
Last year was like the 
Academy Awards. The 
delight on people’s fac-
es holding their awards 
was priceless, and how 
they displayed them so 
proudly in their busi-
nesses. It was a real 
honour.

People see it as that,” 
said Meier.

 “Without those busi-
nesses, we would not 
exist. They are our 
reason for being, and 
whatever we can do to 
help them, we will. We 
value them that much, 
and this is one way that 
we can demonstrate 
that. We want them 
to know that we are 
proud of them and will 
do whatever we can to 
make them as success-
ful as possible,” added 
Meier.

Businesses can be 

nominated in multi-
ple categories but can 
only win one award 
yearly. The Business 
Award Committee will 
tabulate winners based 
on several metrics, 
including the highest 
percentage of votes and 
widest margin of votes. 
Businesses can win an 
award every year but 
cannot win the same 
award back-to-back. To 
nominate a business, 
visit www.surveymon-
key.com/r/2SSPG28 or 
check out the Cham-
ber’s Facebook page. 

continued from page 10

The PressThe Press
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Thu., Oct. 31
Cloudy
30%
1ºC
-2ºC

W 13 km/h
<1cm

Sat., Nov. 2
Mainly sunny

10%
2ºC
-1ºC

SW 5 km/h
-

 Sun., Nov. 3
Mix of sun and clouds

30%
5ºC
2ºC

SW 6 km/h
-

Fri., Nov. 1
Chance of flurries

40%
1ºC
-3ºC

W 10 km/h
<1cm

Wed., Oct. 30
Mix of sun and clouds

30%
4ºC
-3ºC

E 8 km/h
-

Announcements
THE BOOK OF ACTS 
gives us glimpses of 
meetings convented on 
the Lord's Day "and upon 
the first day of the week, 
when the disciples came 
together to break bread, 
Paul preached unto 
them." (Acts 20:7) John 
Thackway; www.clda.ca.

Buildings For Sale
INTEGRITY POST FRAME 
BUILDINGS since 2008 
BUILT WITH CONCRETE 
POSTS. Barns, Shops, 
Riding Arenas, Machine 
Sheds and more, sales@
integritybuilt.com 1-866-
974-7678 www.integrity-
built.com.

Coming Events
BLANKET THE PROV-
INCE with a classified ad. 
Only $269/wk (based on 
25 words or less). Reach 
almost 80  weekly news-
papers. Call NOW for 
details. 1-800-282-6903 
; www.awna.com; email 

classifieds@awna.com.

Employment 
Opportunities

ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
EQUIPMENT IS HIRING: 
Parts Technicians, Parts 
Assistant Manager, Sales 
Consultant, Agriculture & 
Heavy Equipment Techs 
- Journeyman roles. View 
Open Roles  www.rocky-
mtn.com/careers. Possi-
ble Relocation and Sign-
ing Bonus Offered.

Employment Wanted
GET YOUR MESSAGE 
SEEN ACROSS Alberta. 
The Blanket Classifieds 
or Value Ads reach over 
600,000 Alberta read-
ers weekly. Two options 
starting at $269 or $799 
to get your message out! 
Business changes, hir-
ing, items for sale, can-
cellations, tenders, etc. 
People are increasingly 
staying home and rely on 
their local newspapers 
for information. KEEP 
people in the loop with 

our 80 Weekly Commu-
nity Newspapers. Call 
THIS NEWSPAPER now 
or  email classifieds@
awna.com  for details. 
1-800-282-6903, 780-
434-8746  www.awna.
com.

Feed and Seed
WE BUY DAMAGED 
GRAIN - Heated, Mixed, 
Tough, Light, Bugs, 
Spring Thrashed....Barley, 
Wheat, Oats, Peas, Flax, 
Canola. "On Farm Pickup". 
Westcan Feed & Grain 
1-877-250-5252.

ALBERTA FEED GRAIN: 
Buying Oats, Barley, 
Wheat, Canola, Peas, 
Screenings, Mixed Grains. 
Dry, Wet, Heated, or 
Spring Thresh. Prompt 
Payment. In House 
Trucks, In House Excre-
ta Cleaning. Vac Rental. 
1-888-483-8789.

Services
CRIMINAL RECORD? 
Why suffer employment/

Odds of a child becoming 
a top fashion designer: 1 in 7,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed
with autism: 1 in 110

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autisms peaks.org

Some signs to look for:

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

© 2010 Autism Speaks Inc. “Autism Speaks” and “It’s Time To Listen” & design are trademarks owned by Autism Speaks Inc. All rights reserved.

licensing loss? Travel/
business opportunities? 
Be embarrassed? Think: 
Criminal Pardon. US entry 
waiver. Record purge. File 
destruction. Free consul-
tation. 1-800-347-2540. 
www.accesslegalmjf.com.

PRIVATE MORTGAGE 
LENDER. All real estate 
types considered. No 
credit checks done. Deal 
direct with lender and get 
quick approval. Toll free 
1-866-405-1228; www.
firstandsecondmortgag-
es.ca.

Wanted
CASH FOR COIN COL-
LECTIONS & COIN ACCU-
MULATION'S! Also buying 
all Gold, Silver, Old Jewel-
ry, Nuggets, Sterling, Bul-
lion, Ingots, Royal Canadi-
an Mint Coins, Rare Coins 
+, Todd 306-774-2420.

OLD ADVERTISING: 
Dealership signs, ser-
vice station, gas pumps, 
globes, oil cans, Red Indi-
an, White Rose, Buffalo, 
Husky, Ford, GM, Dodge, 
Tire signs, Coke, Pepsi, 
etc. Call 306-221-5908.

The PressThe Press
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Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858

A locally owned and family operated 
newspaper serving Whitecourt

The Press is printed on high quality newsprint using 
vegetable based ink. We encourage you to share, save, 

reuse, rehash & recycle.

Published every wednesday

The PressThe Press

Dollar Values as of October 30, 2024

One Canadian Dollar = 0.71 US Dollar
at an exchange rate of 0.7198 (using nominal rate).

Money Matters

Letter to the Editor policy
The Press welcomes readers to write letters to the 
Editor. A maximum of 300 words is preferred but not 
necessary. Letters must carry a first name or two 
initials with surname and include an address and 
daytime telephone number. All letters are subject to 
editing. Please email letters to wctpress@gmail.com.

Shift Incentive for Overnights

S C H O O L  N E W S

Grade 2 Students Celebrate 
National Take Me Outside Day

Whitecourt Wolverines Visit 
Mrs. Cho’s Grade 4 Class

In celebration of 
National Take Me 
Outside Day, Grade 
2 students at Pat 
Hardy School enjoyed 
a series of outdoor 
activities. The day 
kicked off with 
students reading 
to a friend outside, 
followed by a peaceful 
nature walk. To wrap 
up the experience, the 
students expressed 
their creativity by 
crafting beautiful 
nature mandalas using 
natural materials they 
collected. The event 
was a wonderful 
way to connect with 
nature while learning 
in the great outdoors. 
#TakeMeOutsideDay

This week, Mrs. Cho's Grade 4 students 
at Whitecourt Central School were 
thrilled to welcome some of their local 
heroes—the Whitecourt Wolverines! 
The Wolverines not only engaged 
the students in an exciting game of 
handball but also took part in a lively 
Q & A session, answering questions 
and sharing insights in the classroom. 
Students had the opportunity to connect 
with their favorite players, who continue 
to inspire as positive role models. The 
class eagerly awaits their next visit with 
these local celebrities.
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CROSSWORDSWORD SEARCH

SUDOKU

PUZZLES SOLUTIONS
www.chasingmortgages.ca
10525 170 St NW Unit 107, Edmonton, AB T5P 4W2

Cell: 780.907.0862 Fax: 1.877.239.8430
Email: chase.leitner@mortgagegroup.com

Chase Leitner Mortgage Associate

Dedicated to Helping You Achieve 
Your Homeownership Dreams

Residential Mortgages • First-Time Homebuyer • Refi nancing
Mortgage Pre-Approvals • Client-Focused Solutions

As a licensed mortgage agent with the 
Mortgage Group (TMG) and extensive 
experience in � nancial services, I am 
committed to providing clients with tailored 
solutions for their mortgage needs. 
Whether you’re a � rst-time 
homebuyer, looking to 
re� nance, or seeking 
investment opportunities, 
my goal is to make 
the mortgage process 
smooth, transparent, and 
stress-free.

Having completed my 
education through the Real 
Estate School of Alberta, I am licensed with 
both AMBA and RECA. I bring a client-� rst 
approach, combining industry knowledge 
with personalized service. My mission is to 
guide individuals and families through one 

of the most signi� cant � nancial decisions of 
their lives, ensuring they feel con� dent every 
step of the way.

I also collaborate closely with 
experienced industry professionals, 

including my mentor Mike 
LaRue, to continually re� ne 
and expand my expertise. 
Together, we are building a 
team dedicated to delivering 

exceptional mortgage 
services.

At the heart of my work is a 
passion for helping people secure the 

home of their dreams while building lasting 
relationships based on trust and integrity. As I 
grow in this � eld, I’m committed to providing 
an exceptional client experience that is as 
rewarding as it is reliable.

The PressThe Press
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Thank you to all those loving 
families who've adopted the 

pets at the Whitecourt Vet Clinic. 

Whitecourt Veterinary 
Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave

Call Des: 780-779-8546

• Licensed Journeyman Mechanic
• Serving Whitecourt and surrounding 

area for more than 12 years
• Body, Chassis & Electrical 

Diagnostics
• Shop Rate $90.00/hr. 

Local news printed 
on local newsprint

We're there 
where you need 

us most!

Providing Traffic 
Control and Piloting

Road Monitoring 
& Radar Services

Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties

780-865-5815

• Traffic Control 
Personnel

• Provide service for 
emergency lane or road 

closures
• Construction 
zzone set ups

DEBT PROBLEMS??? 
780-424-9944

FREE Consultation
www.DEBTFREE.ca

A.C. Waring 
& Associates Inc. 

 Licensed Insolvency Trustee 
Trustee in Bankruptcy

Foreclosure Fear?
Wage Garnishment?

Call Us.  Talk to Us.  We can help you NOW.

Bank Loan Recalled?
Mortgage/Rent Arrears?

LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT
LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT

NEED HELP? CALL ANYTIME! (24-7)
Mental Health Helpline 1-877-303-2642 

• Addiction Helpline 1-866-332-2322 • Health Link 811


