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The Wolverines had two games back-to-back on the weekend with 
two big rivals coming into JDA Place. The Wolverines have had a 
great season so far and, as of Saturday, sit atop the league standings. 
Pictured is a great goal attempt by Jean Jr. See story page 6.

Weekend double-header action 
split for the Whitecourt Wolverines
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The Town of Whitecourt will soon receive a boost to its wildfire protection arsenal thanks to a proactive 
project recently approved for significant provincial funding through the Forest Resource Improvement 
Association of Alberta’s Community Fireguard Program. Pictured is Minister Todd Loewen with Bertie 
Beaver to announce increased funding.

Great news for Whitecourt following 
1.5 million FRIAA grant approval for 

a proactive wildfire project
Each spring, Canadi-

ans surrounded by the 
Boreal Forest collec-
tively hold their breath 
to seewhat the fire sea-
son will bring. Several 
reasons lead to wheth-
er spring will be haz-
ardous,including low 
snow accumulations, 
which allow vegetation 
to become tinder dry 
over the winter.

A spark from light-
ning or a human-caused 
mishap can be all it 
takes to get things go-
ing.

Dried vegetation, 
called fine fuels, al-
lows fires to start, like 
kindling on a fire. Any 
camper knowsyou need 
smaller pieces of wood 
before larger pieces. 
It’s much the same for 
a forest fire. As asmall 
fire grows, it dries out 
the surrounding fuels, 
getting them ready to 

By Serena Lapointe

continued on page 3
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The wide, bright green line is the fireguard.

burn. Add in thespring-
time winds, and it fur-
ther exacerbates the 
issue.

Provinces with regu-
lar severe fire activity 
already have plans to 
help combat the 2025 
fireseason. Ontario 
is one example, as it 
seeks to modernize 
wildland fire manage-
ment in theprovince, 
which includes expand-
ing prevention and mit-
igation, enhancing pre-
paredness andresponse, 
strengthening rules 
and consequences for 
non-compliance and 
improvingawareness.

Mid-to-late summer, 
the province sought 
proposals and com-
ments from industry 
and thegeneral pub-
lic to help with policy 
review and potential 
changes to its Forest 
Fires Prevention

Act. They wanted to 
know what people and 
communities needed 
to identify and under-
standwildland risks and 
how current legislation 

helps or handcuffs lo-
cal efforts.

British Columbia is 
another province shift-
ing how it fights fires. 
A couple of years ago, 
theprovince switched 
from a reactive model 
to a year-round proac-
tive model involving 
landscapefire manage-
ment that focuses on 
four key pillars: pre-
vent ion/mit igat ion, 
preparedness, respon-
seand recovery. Land-
scape fire management 
includes reducing the 
risk of catastrophic 
wildfire bylowering 
forest fuels by increas-
ing the diversity of tree 
species and age, de-
creasing forestdensity 
and using cultural and 
prescribed burning.

Creating fuel breaks 
is another part of their 
mitigation plan. A fuel 
break is where  fire and 
thefuel are split up. In 
nature, lakes, rivers, 
canyons and ridges 
would help push back 
on anincoming fire be-
cause they would put 
distance between the 
fire and its food. Man-

made fuelbreaks, also 
called control lines, can 
vary in size and design 
and are commonly cre-
ated to suitneeds. They 
can be built in the mo-
ment or in advance as a 
proactive approach.

In Alberta, attention 
is growing for proac-
tive projects, including 
fireguards. In late 2023, 
MinisterTodd Loewen, 
Minister of Forestry 
and Parks, announced 
that the province was 
contributing fivemil-
lion dollars to the Forest 
Resource Improvement 
Association of Alberta 
(FRIAA) to helpcom-
munities at heightened 
risk for wildfires create 
fireguards around their 
communities.

In April of this year, 
Minister Loewen an-
nounced that the prov-
ince would be nearly 
tripling itsprevious con-
tribution, adding an-
other fourteen million 
dollars to the Commu-
nity FireguardProgram. 
“I am encouraged by 
the increased interest 
in both the FireSmart 
and FireguardPrograms 

this year. Albertans 
and their communities 
are wanting to better 
prepare themselves-
against the dangers of 
wildfire,” said Minister 
Loewen.

The Town of White-
court is one of those 
communities want-
ing to better prepare 
against wildfirerisk. 
Town staff, following a 
motion of support from 
Town Council, applied 
for funding through-
FRIAA to construct a 
Community Fireguard 
on the east side of the 
community, from the 
edge ofHighway 43, 
behind the Woodlands 
County Office, up 
alongside the industrial 
area, down thevalley, 
across the tracks and 
ending near Ecole St. 
Joseph’s School.

On October 30, 2024, 
the Town received 
word from FRIAA that 
the application was ap-
provedand that White-
court would receive 
$1,534,180 towards 
the project. At White-
court TownCouncil’s 
first regular meeting 

of the month, the good 
news was shared by 
Lee Hardman, Director 
of Community Safety. 
“The work will include 
vegetation clearing, 
mulching, stumping, 
grading and erosion 
control.” He added that 
some Firesmart activ-
ities would also take 
place.

The project should 
start as early as next 
month, depending on 
how the tendering pro-
cess goes.

“We expect construc-
tion to start Decem-
ber to January. We’re 
ready,” said Hardman. 
The 100-metre-wide fi-
reguard will have access 
routes and conclude by 
September next year. 
“It’s prettyrapid,” said 
Hardman.

The Town of White-
court will be putting 
in just under two hun-
dred thousand dol-
lars of in-kindcosts, 
which include staff 
hours and vehicle and 
equipment use, which 
the operating budget-
covers. The ongoing 
maintenance of the 
Community Fireguard 
should be minimal. 
“Because weare using 
Firesmart-approved 
seed, there will be slow 
growth. Every other 
year, mowing wouldbe 
needed and periodic 
mulching during the 
winter months during 

the freeze,” explained-
Hardman.

When asked why the 
guard didn’t continue 
past Ecole St. Joseph’s 
School and end at the 
riverboundary, Hard-
man explained that 
several reasons decided 
where the guard would 
end. “Northof that, 
there is private proper-
ty. This would not per-
mit it to go on private 
property. We werelook-
ing at the river portion 
as well. However, due 
to the ball diamonds, 
we have a lot of buf-
ferspace between that 
and the residential ar-
eas. There’s enough 
distance there to fight 
fire.”

Mayor Tom Pickard 
credited the adminis-
trative staff for mak-
ing it possible. “Our 
community hasshown 
a commitment to the 
Firesmart principles 
and to working with 
FRIAA. I know from 
myconversations with 
Minister Loewen and 
our local MLA that 
they are impressed 
with the workour com-
munity does. When 
we get funds, we use 
them, and they are used 
immediately. Theseth-
ings don’t just happen. 
It’s a reflection on the 
work that our admin-
istration does and all 
theFiresmart people 
before us have done.”

continued from page 2

The PressThe Press



4 Wednesday, November 20, 2024 www.whitecourtpress.com PAGE The PressThe Press

SPONSORED BY

Tri-Logging 
is against 
bullying

Putting a face 
on suicide

Every 40 seconds somewhere around the world 
someone dies by suicide, that’s 99 people every 66 
minutes. Every day, that’s almost 100 people in the 

United States alone, and over 2160 worldwide. Putting 
a Face on Suicide (PAFOS) is a suicide awareness proj-

ect that creates posters and videos to pay tribute to 
those we have lost to suicide with dignity and respect. 

PAFOS humanizes the daunting statistics; lovingly 
replacing numbers with faces.

Have you been bullied, and want to share your story? 
Email wctpress@telus.net All submissions remain confidential 

If your life is in danger  
or you know someone’s life is in danger  

DIAL EMERGENCY NOW 911!
If you are experiencing suicidal thoughts, 

you need to know that you’re not alone. You 
can also call if you are not in crisis, seeking 

additional information. The new Canada 
Suicide Prevention Service (CSPS), by Crisis 

Services Canada, enables callers anywhere in 

Canada to access crisis support by phone, in 
French or English: toll-free 1-833-456-4566 

Available 24/7
Crisis Text Line (Powered by Kids Help 

Phone) Canada Wide free, 24/7 texting service 
is accessible immediately to youth anywhere 

in Canada by texting TALK to 686868 to reach 
an English speaking Crisis Responder and 

TEXTO to 686868 to reach a French-speaking 
Crisis Responder on any text/ 

SMS enabled cell phone.
KidsHelpPhone Ages 20 Years and Under 

in Canada 1-800-668-6868 (Online or on 
the Phone). First Nations and Inuit Hope for 
Wellness 24/7 Help Line 1-855-242-3310

Canadian Indian Residential Schools Crisis 
Line 1-866-925-4419

Trans LifeLine – All Ages 1-877-330-6366

NEED HELP? CALL ANYTIME! (24-7)
Mental Health Helpline 1-877-303-2642 

• Addiction Helpline 1-866-332-2322 • Health Link 811
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Supporting growth in Whitecourt since 1922,  
we salute our not-for-profit community. 
Millar Western Forest Products Ltd. 
a resourceful company 

Your only LOCAL carrier serving the Community since 1950
Proud supporter of 

our local Organizations
780-778-2226

This page is sponsored by:

5027 - 51 Avenue, Open: Monday to Friday 10am - 4pm 780-396-8777

Offering support services for marginalized individuals
• Outreach worker, laundry and shower facilities 

by appt • Tax program & Bag Lunch Program

Soaring Eagle Support Society
"Serving the community for over 30 years"

The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food  
in order to help families in need. 

Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm
Phone: 780-778-2341

Located within the Carlan Services Community Centre
The Whitecourt Food Bank is operated by the Town of 
Whitecourt Food Bank Coordinator and dependent on 

volunteers to operate. The Food Bank relies on donations 
of cash or food from individuals and organizations. Local 
grocery stores drop off baked goods including bread and 

pastries weekly. Other corporations and schools  
schedule food drives throughout the year.

Open: Mon, Wed, & Fri 11 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Phone: 780-778-2341

Providing timely and 
easily accessible financial 

support for Whitecourt 
patients and their families 

who are dealing with a 
cancer diagnosis.

This can include help with parking costs for 
hospital visits, living expenses and unforeseen 
medical expenses. Applications can be made 
through the Drs at both Whitecourt Medical 
Clinics or (office hours, can leave a message): 

Kim Nendsa (President of Whitecourt  
Cancer & Wellness Society) 780-778-0932

Aimee Grierson 780-262-0222 
https://wctcancerwellness.com/

**Monthly meetings have been postponed due to 
COVID-19

WHITECOURT GROUP OF  
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS

All meetings are in person and online (hybrid) 
•	 Mondays 7:00pm
•	 Wednesdays 7:30pm

Meetings held at the Family Worship Center upstairs.
ZOOM ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude

Support group on Tuesdays 6:30pm - 8:30 pm,  
starting September 17, 2024 at Crossroads  

Community Church, 4419 44 Ave, Mayerthorpe.
$35 includes 12 weekly sessions. 

Pre-register by calling 780-786-2533.

The PressThe Press
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Weekend double-header action 
split for the Whitecourt Wolverines

The Whitecourt Wol- 
verines had a dou-
ble-header at home 
over the weekend, 
bringing two division-
al rivals to JDA Place 
on Friday and Saturday 
night. The Olds Griz-
zlys crew was up first, 
hitting the ice against 
the Wolverines at 7 pm 
on Friday, November 
15. It was the first vis-
it to Whitecourt for the 
Grizzlys with ex-Wol-
verine Hunter Motley 
on the roster. Motley 
traded to Olds at the 
beginning of October.

There were 446 fans 
in the audience for 
the game, a decrease 
from the previous three 
matchups, but atten-
dance could have been 
affected by the Jake Paul 
versus Mike Tyson fight, 
which aired the same 
evening. However, there 
is a good chance fans at 
JDA Place saw more ac-
tion on the ice than the 
60 million viewers saw 
in the ring. Early on in 
the game, the intensity 
was up. There were big 
hits and extra pushes af-
ter whistles.

Fans could see that 
things were heating up 

quickly. Just over two 
minutes into the game, 
Ethan Short sniped 
his eighth of the sea-
son behind the Olds 
goaltender, assisted by 
Marcello Giorgi and 
Xavier Lacoste, giving 
his team an early lead. 
The assist for Lacoste 
was his team-leading 
16th of the season. As 
of Saturday, November 
16, Lacoste leads the 
north division in assists 
and is second in the 
AJHL.

Just over halfway, 
Dwayne Jean Jr pock-
eted his sixth of the 
year, assisted by Reid 
Larson and Tyler Row-
land. The Wolverines 
had taken a lead in the 
first and kept the Griz-
zlys off the scoreboard. 
The period saw two 
penalties, both to Olds. 
In the dying seconds 
of the period, ex- Wol-
verines Hunter Motley 
took a stick up high in 
front of the referee, but 
there was no call.

Motley made his 
feelings known, holler-
ing on his way to the 
bench.

The second peri-
od was quiet on the 
scoreboard and penalty 

sheet, but the activi-
ty on the ice was any-
thing but. Both teams 
bumped the intensity, 
pushing each other 
around after whistles 
and getting up close 
and personal. Several 
scrums persisted at the 
Wolverine’s net follow-
ing good saves, but no 
calls.

Just over twelve min-
utes into the period, Ja-
len Bianchet scored his 
seventh goal of the year, 
hammering the final 
nail into the Grizzly’s 
coffin. The Wolverines 
had a three-nothing 
lead and weren’t let-
ting it go. Through the 
third period, there was 
no scoring to speak of. 
The Wolverines land-
ed in the penalty box 
three times, but Olds 
couldn’t capitalize. The 
Wolverines took the 
game 3-0.

The next night, the 
Wolverines welcomed 
the Fort McMurray Oil 
Barons to JDA Place 
for their first meeting 
of the season. Fans 
knew they were go-
ing to be in for a great 
game. In the first peri-

Wicked save.

Move out of my way!

By Serena Lapointe

continued on page 7
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As the colours of autumn paint our forests, we 
remind you to take necessary precautions to make 
this a safe season. From the last days of camping 
and hiking to the start of hunting season and the 

inevitable snow that follows, take a moment to 
make sure you and yours are best prepared.

For all open career opportunities, please check out 
our website at albertanewsprint.com  Careers.

Page sponsored byPage sponsored by

od, the Wolverines took 
two early penalties, a 
tripping penalty against 
Jalen Bianchet and a 
hooking against Joey 
Vetrano. Thankfully, 
the Barons couldn’t 
capitalize on either 
chance. At 14:10, #90 
Xavier Lacoste scored 
his second of the sea-
son, assisted by Bian-
chet, his twelfth.

Four minutes later, 
the Wolverines an-
swered again. This time 
Ethan Short scored his 
ninth goal, assisted by 
Jean Jr. The Wolverines 
quickly took a 2-0 lead.

Early in the second, 
the Oil Barons retaliat-
ed, scoring just 1:48 in. 
Roughly seven minutes 
later, they scored anoth-
er, tying things up. With 
players on edge, things 
got choppy. Wolverine 
Tyler Rowland sat for 
two minutes for a delay 
of game penalty, while 
four Barons took turns 
sitting for two minutes 
for charging, checking 
from behind, tripping 
and interference. The 
game was locked at 
two apiece.

The third period be-
gan the same, with 
players going after each 
other. Wolverine Ste-
fan Serediak dropped 
his gloves against Oil 
Baron Spencer Kunz, 
and both received a 
ten-minute game mis-
conduct and five-for-

fighting. After the dust 
had settled, the game 
remained tied. There 
were over 500  fans in 
the building and they 
were getting quite the 
game.

At the fifteen-minute 
mark, the Oil Barons 
slipped one past the 
Wolverines netmind-
er, Zac Onyskiw, tak-
ing the lead 3-2. But, 
before the Baron fans 
even had a chance to 
sit down after cheer-
ing, the Wolverines 
responded with a goal 
from Travis Verbeek, 
tying the game back up.

Both teams held on 
until the whistle blew. 
It would take overtime 
to end this matchup.

The overtime period 
was fast, lasting only 
58 seconds. Wolverines 
fans did not get the re-
sult they wanted, as the 
Oil Barons took the win 
4-3. The Wolverines 
still scored a point and, 
as of Saturday, are tied 
with the Grande Prai-
rie Storm for the AJHL 
North Division and the 
rest of the league.

The next home game 
for the Wolverines will 
be at the beginning of 
December. The Lloyd-
minster Bobcats will 
be in town for a dou-
ble-header on Friday, 
December 6 and Satur-
day, December 7.

The Wolverines will 
also play the Canmore 
Eagles at home on Sat-
urday, December 14.

A scramble for the puck.

A smirk only the winning team can make.

continued from page 6

Ex-Wolverine Motley's first return to the Whitecourt barn since his move to Olds.Ex-Wolverine Motley's first return to the Whitecourt barn since his move to Olds.

The PressThe Press
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It's time to celebrate! The Ecole St. Joseph School Senior Girls Saints volleyball team are the 2024/2025 North Central Zone 
Champions following a big win at the school on Saturday night. The girls played hard and were deservingly crowned the champs in front 
of a very proud local crowd. Congratulations! All the best at Provincials!

Big win for the Saints

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOVEMBER 25, 2024 – 4:00PM

NOTICE OF DECISION
The following decisions were made by the Municipal Planning Commission:

Subdivision W21-348:  NW & SW 35-59-12-W5; Lot 7, Block 8, Plan 1123991; Lots 5 & 6, Block 8, Plan 9422819; Lot 3, Block 8, Plan 8622565; Lot OT, Plan 4571 CL – Request for 
Extension (Millar Western Forest Products Ltd.) – Approved with conditions.

Date of Decisions: November 14, 2024 Appeal Closes at 4:00pm: November 28, 2024

Application 24-110: 3739 39 Street – Discretionary Use – Equipment sales, rental and repair, heavy – Approved with conditions.

Application 24-112: 3808 38 Avenue – Application for Whitecourt pain management, safety & wellness centre – Refused with conditions.

Date of Decisions: November 14, 2024 Appeal Closes at 4:00pm: December 5, 2024

An Appeal of the above decision(s) may be made by submitting a written appeal and appeal fee ($300) to the Offi ce of the Secretary of the Subdivision and Development Appeal 
Board, Town of Whitecourt Administration Building, Box 509, Whitecourt, Alberta, T7S 1N6 prior to 4:00pm on the above noted date.  Any person(s) affected by the said proposal(s), 
has the right to appeal prior to the above date.

Pursuant to the provisions of the Municipal Government Act, the Town of Whitecourt 
has received an application to rescind Bylaw 1421 – Downtown South Common Area 
Structure Plan, and to amend Land Use Bylaw 1577 by rezoning NE26-59-12-W5 from 
C-1 Core Commercial – Downtown and R-4 High Density Residential to UD-F Future 
Urban Development. 

 Public Information Session -3:30 p.m. November 25, 2024, in the Forest 
Interpretive Centre lobby. This is an opportunity to learn more about the proposed 
changes and ask questions in an interactive setting. 

Public Hearing – 4:00 p.m. November 25 2024, in the Town Council Chambers. 
The Public Hearing is a formal opportunity to make presentations for or against the 
proposed application. These are comments directly to Council, and part of the public 
record. Written comments must be received at the Town Offi ce before noon on Thursday, 
November 21, 2024.  

Any individuals or organizations wishing to make a submission for the Public 
Hearing are encouraged to provide their comments in writing prior to noon on Thursday, 
November 21, 2024.

The Public Hearing will be available in person and through electronic means. 
Individuals who wish to make a presentation by electronic means are 
asked to pre-register with the Legislative Manager by emailing a request to 
administration@whitecourt.ca prior to noon on Thursday, November 21, 2024. 

All written comments and pre-registration emails must clearly state your full 
name, municipal address, daytime phone number, and your support or opposition of 
the proposed amendment.  It is also recommended to confi rm receipt of all written 
submissions or email pre-registration requests.

The documents can be found on the Town of Whitecourt website at 
www.whitecourt.ca and are available for viewing at the Town Offi ce 5004 - 52 Avenue, 
Planning Desk, during regular business hours prior to the Public Hearing.

Questions on the process or the Public Hearing should be directed to Stephanie 
Schaffner, Planner, at 780.778.2273 or e-mailed to Planning@whitecourt.ca.
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Hear for the 
Holidays

YOU’RE INVITED TO OUR OPEN HOUSE!

December 2nd & 3rd  |  9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

780-706-2272

SPACE IS LIMITED, RSVP TODAY!

4732 50th Avenue, Unit 1, Whitecourt, AB

DON’T MISS OUT ON OUR 

EXCLUSIVE 
OPEN HOUSE OFFER! 

‘TIS THE SEASON 
TO CELEBRATE 
THE JOY OF SOUND. 

RSVP and receive:
Free demonstration of the latest 
in hearing solution technology

Free hearing assessment

Free consultation

www.chasingmortgages.ca
10525 170 St NW Unit 107, Edmonton, AB T5P 4W2

Cell: 780.907.0862 Fax: 1.877.239.8430
Email: chase.leitner@mortgagegroup.com

Chase Leitner Mortgage Associate

Dedicated to Helping You Achieve 
Your Homeownership Dreams

Residential Mortgages • First-Time Homebuyer • Refi nancing
Mortgage Pre-Approvals • Client-Focused Solutions

As a licensed mortgage agent with the 
Mortgage Group (TMG) and extensive 
experience in � nancial services, I am 
committed to providing clients with tailored 
solutions for their mortgage needs. 
Whether you’re a � rst-time 
homebuyer, looking to 
re� nance, or seeking 
investment opportunities, 
my goal is to make 
the mortgage process 
smooth, transparent, and 
stress-free.

Having completed my 
education through the Real 
Estate School of Alberta, I am licensed with 
both AMBA and RECA. I bring a client-� rst 
approach, combining industry knowledge 
with personalized service. My mission is to 
guide individuals and families through one 

of the most signi� cant � nancial decisions of 
their lives, ensuring they feel con� dent every 
step of the way.

I also collaborate closely with 
experienced industry professionals, 

including my mentor Mike 
LaRue, to continually re� ne 
and expand my expertise. 
Together, we are building a 
team dedicated to delivering 

exceptional mortgage 
services.

At the heart of my work is a 
passion for helping people secure the 

home of their dreams while building lasting 
relationships based on trust and integrity. As I 
grow in this � eld, I’m committed to providing 
an exceptional client experience that is as 
rewarding as it is reliable.

Marlene Pinchbeck 
has been appointed the 
Returning Officer for 
the 2025 Municipal 
Election. The election 
will be held on October 
20, 2025.

Council has ap-
proved a one-year ex-
emption to Sagitawah 
RV Park’s operat-

ing season, allowing 
the Park to operate 
throughout this winter 
season (from October 
16, 2024 to May 14, 
2025). This approval 
is subject to a number 
of conditions as part of 
the Development Per-
mit approval process.

Living Waters Cath-

olic Schools has invited 
the Town of Whitecourt 
to participate in dis-
cussions about how to 
increase local post-sec-
ondary opportunities 
for students and the 
community. Advancing 
opportunities for post- 
secondary education 
has been a goal of the 
Whitecourt Economic 
Development Commit-
tee, and collaboration 
with school divisions 
was also identified in 
its 2025 strategic plan.

Whitecourt Town 
Council updates

Back to earth: 
Major crop 

prices down in 
Alberta

We often refer to the 
rollercoaster ride that 
is crude oil prices, but 
this analogy also works 
well for major crop 
prices in Alberta over 
the last few years.

Spurred on by poor 
growing conditions 
and the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine, crop 
prices around the world 
spiked in 2022.

In June of that year, 
the average price re-
ceived by Alberta farm-
ers for wheat, barley, 
and canola (Alberta’s 
three largest crops) 

reached all-time highs.
As the chart below 

shows, prices have 
fallen over the last two 
years. As of September 
2024, the average price 
for all three crops was 
almost 45% lower than 
the peak reached in 
2022.

Compared to their 
five-year averages, the 
price of wheat in Sep-
tember was down by 
15%, the price of bar-
ley by 23%, and the 
price of canola by 13%.

Rising supply from 
better global grow-
ing conditions and 
Ukrainian crops getting 

to market despite the 
war help explain the 
price moderation.

What’s next for crop 
prices in Alberta will 
depend on a wide range 
of factors including 
whether or not China 
imposes tariffs on Ca-
nadian canola in retali-
ation for Canada’s tar-
iffs on Chinese electric 
vehicles and batteries, 
future growing condi-
tions, and geopolitical 
developments such as 
the war in Ukraine and 
U.S. agriculture and 
trade policy under the 
incoming Trump Ad-
ministration.

By Rob Roach  
ATB Economics

The PressThe Press
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Here’s How It Works: 
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

(March 21 - April 20)

(April 21 - May 21)

(May 22 - June 21)

(June 22 - July 22)

(July 23 - August 23)

(August 24 - September 22)

(September 23 - October 23)

(October 24 - November 22)

(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)

(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)

(January 21 - February 18)

(February 19 - March 20)

ARIES

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

HOROSCOPECROSSWORDSSUDOKU
Aries, put aside any errant musings and give 
important tasks your utmost attention this 
week. Energy is better spent on others, so 
keep this in mind when you get busy.

Taurus, your coworkers are all excited and 
fussing over a new development. Maintain an 
even keel as you assess the situation. You can 
be curious, but be guarded as well.

Gemini, your love life is in a really good place 
this week, which enables you to spend some 
quality time with your special someone. A 
romantic dinner sounds like a good plan.

Your partner is the most important person in 
your life right now, Cancer. So much so that 
this week every bit of your attention will be 
focused his or her way.

Leo, money could be burning a hole in your 
pocket, so you might want to go on a spend-
ing spree. Keep in mind that there are a few 
big-ticket purchases waiting in the wings.

You don’t always have to be decisive, Virgo. 
Sometimes you can kick back and let some-
one else make decisions for a change. This is a 
great way to rest and recharge.

A few jobs need to get done, Libra. But after-
wards you should have plenty of time for some 
social interaction, whether that be attending a 
party or simply enjoying a night out.

Scorpio, think about the things you want 
instead of what other people want. It’s 
alright to be a little selfish once in a 
while and put yourself first for a change. 

Sagittarius, you could have fun this week 
and so may all the other people around you 
simply for being in your presence. This sit-
uation will continue in the days ahead.

Capricorn, the next challenge on your list 
could be a big one. But if there is anyone who 
can handle the pressure, it is you. Don’t be 
afraid to call on friends if you need them.

Aquarius, go out into the world and try a few 
new things. Your social energy and curiosity 
might peak this week, and you’ll need new 
experiences to feel satisfied.

Your finances might need an overhaul, Pisces. 
This could mean taking a new job or expanding 
what you’re doing to earn more. Start putting 
out feelers to gain information.

Crossword Clues
CLUES ACROSS
  1. Defunct airline
  4. Beverage container
  7. A team’s best pitcher
 10. Unit of liquid capacity
 11. It comes before two
 12. Male child
 13. Type of wheat
 15. One’s mother
 16. Upper side of an 
organism
 19. United is one
 21. Extraction process
 23. A being with lesser 
divine status
 24. People living together 
in a community
 25. Luxury automaker
 26. This (Spanish)
 27. Semitic language
 30. Period for a defined 
purpose
 34. Wander aimlessly in 

search of pleasure
 35. Up in the air (abbr.)
 36. American marsupial
 41. Decadent dessert
 45. Aquatic plant
 46. About aviation
 47. Summer footwear
 50. Rugged mountain 
ranges
 54. With tin
 55. Cut on the surface of a 
hard object
 56. Wrapped in cloth
 57. Defensive nuclear 
weapon
 59. “American Idol” 
contestant Clay
 60. Midway between east 
and southeast
 61. Court decision “__ v. 
Wade”
 62. Born  of
 63. Soviet Socialist 

Republic
 64. Actress __-Margaret
 65. Not even
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Heat unit
  2. __ Faulkner, American 
writer
  3. Guatemalan town
  4. Of funny things
  5. Actress __ de Armas
  6. Agents of one’s 
downfall
  7. Takes forcibly
  8. Body lice
  9. Large nest of a bird of 
prey
 13. Unhappy
 14. Popular holiday 
dessert
 17. Habitual drunkard
 18. Used of a number or 
amount not specified
 20. Complications
 22. Fail to win
 27. Before the present
 28. Musical genre

 29. Flurry
 31. 007’s creator
 32. Indiana Pacer Toppin
 33. Midway between 
north and northeast
 37. Feeling
 38. Damage another’s 
reputation
 39. Mottled citrus fruit
 40. Beauty product
 41. They man first, second 
and third
 42. Harness
 43. Herb
 44. Expressed concern
 47. Mississippi scientific 
area (abbr.)
 48. Consumed
 49. Nostrils
 51. Gathered fallen leaves
 52. Express good wishes
 53. Monetary unit of 
Brunei
 58. Japanese Buddhist 
festival

WORDS
BAKE
BASTE
BEAT

BLANCH
BLEND
BOIL
BRAISE

BRINING
BROIL
BROWN
CARAMELIZE

CHOP
COOKWARE
CREAM
DEGLAZE

DICE
DREDGE
FOLD
FRYING

GRILL
JULIENNE
POACH
ROAST
SIFT
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Lots to see at the Santa Claus parade

Over two dozen floats lined up this year for the Whitecourt & District Chamber of Commerce Santa Claus Parade. The parade featured 
lots of fun things to see from some very creative local businesses and groups. Mild weather increased attendance, filling the sidewalks 
along the route. 

Wolverines on Rotary's float.

Millar Western finished off the parade with Santa Claus.

Precious Sprouts Childcare Center's Winter Wonderland. SANTA!! 

Woodlands County 
Councillor Jeremy 
Wilhelm had lots of fun.

The PressThe Press
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Thu., Nov. 21
Mainly sunny

10%
-7ºC

-15ºC
NW 15 km/h

-

Sat., Nov. 23
Mainly cloudy

30%
-11ºC
-16ºC

E 11 km/h
-

 Sun., Nov. 24
Chance of flurries

30%
-12ºC
-17ºC

E 7 km/h
-

Fri., Nov. 22
Mainly sunny

10%
-10ºC
-12ºC

W 8 km/h
-

Wed., Nov. 20
Flurries

70%
-8ºC

-10ºC
E 18 km/h

2-4cm

Buildings For Sale
INTEGRITY POST FRAME 
BUILDINGS since 2008 
BUILT WITH CONCRETE 
POSTS. Barns, Shops, 
Riding Arenas, Machine 
Sheds and more, sales@
integritybuilt.com 1-866-
974-7678 www.integrity-
built.com.

Coming Events
FIREARMS WANTED 
FOR  OUR 2024  AUC-
TION PROGRAM: Rifles, 
Shotguns, Handguns, 
Antiques, Militaria, Col-
lections, Estates, Single 
Items. For Auction, or 
Possible Purchase: Toll-
Free 1-800-694-2609, 
Email Us at sales@switz-
ersauction.com or Visit Us 
@  www.switzersauction.
com.

Commercial Property
BLANKET THE PROV-
INCE with a classified ad. 
Only $269/wk (based on 
25 words or less). Reach 
almost 80  weekly news-
papers. Call NOW for 

details. 1-800-282-6903 
; www.awna.com; email 
classifieds@awna.com.

Employment Wanted
GET YOUR MESSAGE 
SEEN ACROSS Alberta. 
The Blanket Classifieds 
or Value Ads reach over 
600,000 Alberta readers 
weekly. Two options start-
ing at $269 or $799 to get 
your message out! Busi-
ness changes, hiring, items 
for sale, cancellations, 
tenders, etc. People are 
increasingly staying home 
and rely on their local 
newspapers for informa-
tion. KEEP people in the 
loop with our 80 Weekly 
Community Newspapers. 
Call THIS NEWSPAPER 
now or email classifieds@
awna.com  for details. 
1-800-282-6903, 780-
434-8746  www.awna.
com.

Feed and Seed
ALBERTA FEED GRAIN: 
Buying Oats, Barley, 
Wheat, Canola, Peas, 
Screenings, Mixed Grains. 

Dry, Wet, Heated, or 
Spring Thresh. Prompt 
Payment. In House 
Trucks, In House Excre-
ta Cleaning. Vac Rental. 
1-888-483-8789.

Services
CRIMINAL RECORD? 
Why suffer employment/
licensing loss? Travel/
business opportunities? 
Be embarrassed? Think: 
Criminal Pardon. US entry 
waiver. Record purge. File 
destruction. Free consul-
tation. 1-800-347-2540. 
www.accesslegalmjf.com.

PRIVATE MORTGAGE 
LENDER. All real estate 
types considered. No cred-
it checks done. Deal direct 
with lender and get quick 
approval. Toll free 1-866-
405-1228; www.firstand-
secondmortgages.ca.

Wanted
CASH FOR COIN COL-
LECTIONS & COIN AC-
CUMULATION'S! Also 
buying all Gold, Silver, 
Old Jewelry, Nuggets, 

Odds of a child becoming 
a top fashion designer: 1 in 7,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed
with autism: 1 in 110

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autisms peaks.org

Some signs to look for:

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

© 2010 Autism Speaks Inc. “Autism Speaks” and “It’s Time To Listen” & design are trademarks owned by Autism Speaks Inc. All rights reserved.

Please visit www.whitecourt.ca for all 
employment opportunities and details 
on how to apply.

If you enjoy a fast-paced, progressive work environment and 
you have a passion for serving the local community then this 
may be the opportunity for you! We believe that our values of 
diversity, collaboration, innovation and mutual respect bring 
out the best in our team, and we are currently looking to fi ll the 
following positions:

Job#: 24-061, Guest Services Associate I, Casual 
Position.

Sterling, Bullion, Ingots, 
Royal Canadian Mint 
Coins, Rare Coins +, Todd 
780-504-7995.

WANTED OLD ADVER-
TISING: Dealership signs, 

service station, gas pumps, 

globes, oil cans, Red Indi-

an, White Rose, Buffalo, 

Husky, Ford, GM, Dodge, 

Tire signs, Coke, Pepsi, 

etc. Call 306-221-5908.

The PressThe Press
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Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858

A locally owned and family operated 
newspaper serving Whitecourt

The Press is printed on high quality newsprint using 
vegetable based ink. We encourage you to share, save, 

reuse, rehash & recycle.

Published every wednesday

The PressThe Press

Dollar Values as of November 20, 2024

One Canadian Dollar = 0.70 US Dollar
at an exchange rate of 0.7092 (using nominal rate).

Money Matters

Letter to the Editor policy
The Press welcomes readers to write letters to the 
Editor. A maximum of 300 words is preferred but not 
necessary. Letters must carry a first name or two 
initials with surname and include an address and 
daytime telephone number. All letters are subject to 
editing. Please email letters to wctpress@gmail.com.

Shift Incentive for Overnights

S C H O O L  N E W S

Teachers and educational assistants at Whitecourt Central School recently 
participated in a full day of SIVA (Supporting Individuals through Valued Attachments) 
training. This holistic, relationship-based approach focuses on building collaboration, 
goal-setting, self-management, and empowerment skills to support individuals with 
challenging behaviors and complex needs. The training equipped staff with valuable 
tools to strengthen relationships and enhance safety, ensuring a positive and 
supportive learning environment for all students.

Pat Hardy Primary School students enjoyed an engaging week of bus safety 
presentations, thanks to Cindy from Safely on Board. Cindy’s interactive sessions 
taught essential safety practices, helping students learn how to stay safe on and 
around school buses. The presentations were a hit, leaving students better prepared 
for their daily travels.
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CROSSWORDSWORD SEARCH

SUDOKU

PUZZLES SOLUTIONS

BELLE
ESTHETICS

C H O O S E  Y O U R  S T Y L E :

@ Belleesthetics_Nicole

or direct message 
on Instagram/Facebook

Call or text to book 
780-286-4080

Enhance your beauty with expertly crafted 
lash extensions! With 7 years of experience 
specializing in volume lashes, we bring out 
your best look with custom options to suit 
your style. For a limited time, enjoy 
$20 off any new set!

Classic Lashes – natural and elegant
Hybrid Lashes – a perfect blend of classic and volume
Volume Lashes – full, bold, and captivating
Add UV lashes to classic, hybrid, or volume sets!

Book today to wake up with 
beautiful, low-maintenance 
lashes every morning!

Facial Waxing also available to complete your look.

The PressThe Press
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Thank you to all those loving 
families who've adopted the 

pets at the Whitecourt Vet Clinic. 

Whitecourt Veterinary 
Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave

We're there 
where you need 

us most!

Providing Traffic 
Control and Piloting

Road Monitoring 
& Radar Services

Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties

780-865-5815

• Traffic Control 
Personnel

• Provide service for 
emergency lane or road 

closures
• Construction 
zzone set ups

DEBT SOLUTIONS 
780-424-9944

FREE Consultation
www.DEBTFREE.ca

Debt/Credit Counselling
Creditor Negotiations
Bankruptcy Alternatives

Debt Consolidation
Consumer Proposals
Bankruptcy Protection

A.C. Waring 
& Associates Inc. 

 Licensed Insolvency Trustee 
Trustee in Bankruptcy

Call Des: 780-779-8546

• Licensed Journeyman Mechanic
• Serving Whitecourt and surrounding 

area for more than 12 years
• Body, Chassis & Electrical 

Diagnostics
• Shop Rate $90.00/hr. 

www.whitecourtpress.com

Local news printed 
on local newsprint


