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Easy is Critical care, anywhere,
including Woodlands
County and beyond

Open your freezer to many easy meals
delivered for free*.

Three STARS air ambulances.
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STARS Air Ambulance helicopters are a recognizable bird in
the sky. During a recent presentation to the Woodlands County
Council, the elected officials learned about missions in the
county from fall 2023 to fall 2024. They also learned about the
farthest mission ever flown to date. See story page 2.
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Compassionately serving families in Whitecourt,

DMSUME )
MORTHERN g
ALDERTA

Mayerthorpe, and surrounding communities since 1941.

We will help
you with:

+ Personalized Ceremonies
+ Pre-arranged Funeral Plans
+ Clergy / Church and Halls

+ Obituary Motices

+ Monument Tributes
+ Grief Support

+ Assistance with CPP Applications

+ Reception Catering /Flowers

Park Memorial...

Funeral Home & Crematorium

www.parkmemarial.cam

Critical care, anywhere, including

Councillor Bruce Prestidge.

| By Serena Lapointe

STARS air ambu-
lance helicopters have
been a welcomed and
familiar sight above
Western Canada for
nearly forty years. The
red ‘birds’ signal that
something serious has
occurred and that the
only option is to bring
in those who will land
almost anywhere to re-
trieve a patient in need,
whether on the high-
way, in a field, or oth-
erwise.

The funding model

-

for STARS is unique,
given the job they do.
Until this past June,
STARS was predomi-
nately funded through
its fundraising initia-
tives, donations and
municipal partners,
covering eighty percent

of its yearly budget,
with twenty percent
from the provincial

government, in a long-
standing contract which
ended earlier this year.
In June, however, the
Alberta  Government
signed on to block

fund the program by
15 million dollars a
year, over 40 percent
more funding. During
a recent presentation
to Woodlands County
Council, Glenda Farn-

den, Senior Munici-
pal Relations Liaison
for STARS, outlined
how important the new
funding arrangement
was to the company.
(It is) a huge advance-
ment in sustainability
for STARS annually. (It
is) almost double what
they previously were

\

A decked out Premier Danielle Smith (left) chatting with a

Woodlands County and beyond

|
1%,

STARS pilot at the increased funding presentation in June.

supporting us at,” she
explained.

Farnden was at the
meeting to provide
Woodlands County
Council with an update
on STARS activities
within the county as
part of a funding agree-
ment through their
Municipal Initiative,
which sees the county
give just over $14,000
yearly to STARS, join-
ing a vast majority of
the province in provid-
ing support on a per
capita basis.

The Municipal Ini-
tiative through STARS
helps fund the remain-
ing 56 percent of the
budget. Most of the dol-
lars that STARS uses to
fund the program come
through  fundraisers,
lotteries and donations,
and communities that
choose to support it.

“Next year, we will
celebrate our 40th an-
niversary of serving Al-
bertans. Forty years of
providing critical care
anywhere. In a worst-
case scenario, STARS

is your best hope,” said
Farnden. “For the last
fiscal year, STARS re-
ceived 37,365 emer-
gency requests through
its Emergency Link
Centre. We do not fly
on all those missions,
but our transport phy-
sicians are involved
on every critical call,
regardless of the mode
of transport. Wheth-
er that patient is going
by ground ambulance
or Alberta Health Ser-

continued on page 3
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DEVELOPMENT PERMIT APPLICATION

15-054-2024

NOTICE OF DECISION

A decision has been made regarding the following development permit application:

LOCATION PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT | DECISION
Ht :v;&ig{ 10-W5M Transport Contractor APPROVED with 20-Nov-24
Plan 0829101 Business (Minor) conditions

DATE OF DECISION

~

DAVE KUSCH

[
e Lo dlands ok ca

\ Phone FRO-TTRATIF

Any person affected by this decision may appeal to the Secretary of the Development Appeal Board
by forwarding a written appeal along with a $500.00 fee, to the address listed below, prior to 4:30
.m., December 11, 2024.

Information regarding this application may be obtained by inquiring at the address noted.
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Attention:

1-888-870-6315

Peter McKay, Development Officer
Woodlands County
Box 60, #1 Woodlands Lane, Whitecourt AB T7S 1N3
Telephone: 780-778-8400
Toll-Free:

BRUCE PRESTIDGE ELKEN  DEVIN WILLIA
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DISCOUNT

until December 24

With quahfymg purchase

over $90*

*Excluding repairs, special orders and g‘ift certificates.

$595

Gent’s Citizen
Automatic Watch.

A refined timepiece

for work, play, and
everything in between.

This amazing
3-diamond Pulse
necklace will make
her heart beat faster.
$1,299

This Sterling Silver
“Love Grown” 1.00ct
La]:)—grown Diamond
Pendant will Lring a

tear to her eyes.

$519

Java Finish watch box with glass lid.
Showcases 10 watches
$130

aune s

JEWELLERS

5012 - 50th Street

Whitecourt

Phone: 780-778-3302

www.cainesjewellers.com
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continued from page 2
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vices fixed wing,” ex-
plained Farnden. “Be-
cause STARS is the
dedicated critical care
provider in Alberta, we
also dispatch Halo and
Hero,” she added.

She said the West-
ern Canada STARS
program now aver-
ages eleven missions
per day, and each of
the three Alberta bases
(Calgary, Edmonton,
Grande Prairie) costs
11.4 million yearly.

Since 1985, more
than 60 thousand mis-
sions have flown.
Through the 2023/2024
season, 1,720 missions
happened in Alberta.

Farnden  provided
information on the
types of incidents that
STARS responded to
over that timeline. She
said it was a five-way
split, with each cate-
gory (cardiac, stroke,
vehicle incidents, other
medical calls, trauma)

seeing roughly twenty
percent of missions. “It
gives you an idea of the
high-level critical na-
ture of our calls,” she
said.

The Municipal Ini-
tiative that Wood-
lands County is part
of stretches across 94
percent of the province,
with new municipali-
ties joining each year.
“Our main request is to
ask for a minimum of
$2 per capita. We have
communities  giving
anywhere from $2 to
$90 and everything in
between. You are one
of our Regional Lead-
ers giving at a higher
amount. You are giving
at $3 per capita,” ex-
plained Farnden.

Three missions hap-
pened near Fort Assini-
boine in 2023 and one
in 2024. “These may
not all be pointed to
your residents. These
may be some of your
neighbours or someone
else that’s just travel-

ling through, but these
are the missions that
have been flown within
your boundaries,” ex-
plained Farnden.

When accounting for
inter-facility transfers
through the White-
court Hospital, the av-
erage for the area is
thirteen missions per
year. “You're ideally
located where you are
served by two different
STARS bases, Grande
Prairie and Edmonton.
You’ll have lots of in-
cidents throughout
the rural areas where
a critical patient has
been delivered by local
ground ambulance to
your local hospital, but
because it is of a criti-
cal nature, STARS is
called to intervene and
get patients to tertiary
care,” she explained.

Another part of the
presentation was Farn-
den’s postal code proj-
ect. Using the post-
al codes of patients
receiving help, she can

see where people are
from and if they are
near or far from home.
She said this was key
to showing that STARS
is borderless and that
within Western Cana-
da, a Woodlands Coun-
ty resident could be
helped even while on a
skiing vacation, for ex-
ample.

“One hundred and
seventy-six area resi-
dents have flown with
STARS since 2010. Of
those, 98 patients were
picked up in White-
court and 78 area resi-
dents have flown in 27
other locations, using
the service while away
from home,” explained
Farnden. One hundred
and fifty-two residents
were from Whitecourt,
twelve from Fort As-
siniboine, eleven from
Blue Ridge and one
from Lone Pine. “This
is a testament to the
value of our partner-
ship.”

One of the most re-

cent advancements in
the care provided on-
board a STARS heli-
copter is the increase
in blood. “Because
we have seen so many
massive trauma cases,
we increased to carry-
ing four units of uni-
versal blood, in addi-
tion now, with this new
medication Fibrinogen.
After applying the two
units of blood for a se-
vere trauma patient, we
will utilize the Fibrin-
ogen for hemorrhage
control, which helps
that patient to build
blood clots. This is a
huge advancement in
our critical care model
in being able to help
patients because it buys
them more time, and
that patient does not
bleed out,” explained
Farnden.

The final piece that
Farnden shared was
of a record-breaking
flight that had recently
happened for a STARS
crew. “We flew our lon-

gest mission. It was for
a hunter in the rugged
northernmost ~ moun-
tains of B.C, on a riv-
erbank at dusk. STARS
Grande Prairie was
literally the only hope
this patient had to fly at
night, bring the critical
care model and bring
the expertise. More
than 2,400 litres of fuel
were used, and more
than 1,700 kilometres
were flown. They said
if we flew it in a straight
line, it was flying from
Calgary to Los Ange-
les,” said Farnden.

Councillor Bruce
Prestidge (Blue Ridge)
shared that he lives near
the STARS flight path
and knows the sound.
“Your helicopters have
a distinct sound, and
you know they are do-
ing something (import-
ant).” Farnden agreed.
“They’re not coming
if it’s not a critical sit-
uation,” to which they
both nodded in agree-
ment.
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(all Valerie Winger at 780.706.1858
or email wetpress@gmail.com
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If your life is in danger
or you know someone’s life is in danger
DIAL EMERGENCY NOW 911!

in Canada (Online oron
the Phone). First Nations and Inuit Hope for

If you are experiencing suicidal thoughts,
you need to know that you're not alone. You
can also call if you are not in crisis, seeking
additional information. The new Canada
Suicide Prevention Service (CSPS), by Crisis
Services (anada, enables callers anywhere in

(anada to access crisis support by phone, in
French or English: toll-free
Available 24/7
Crisis Text Line (Powered by Kids Help
Phone) Canada Wide free, 24/7 texting service
is accessible immediately to youth anywhere

in Canada by texting TALK to to reach
an English speaking Crisis Responder and
TEXTO to to reach a French-speaking Wellness 24/7 Help Line
(risis Responder on any text/ Canadian Indian Residential Schools Crisis
SMS enabled cell phone. Line
KidsHelpPhone Ages 20 Years and Under Trans LifeLine — All Ages

Have you been bullied, and want to share your story?
Email wctpress@telus.net All submissions remain confidential

Putting a face SPONSORED BY

e O . W
on suicide Tri-Logging Ltd.

Tri-Logging
IS against
hullying

Robert Brown

Owner

3507 37th Avenue
Whitecourt, AB T7S 0C3 -

Phone 780-778-0699
Fax 780-778-8431

* Electrical & Instrumentation

Every 40 seconds somewhere around the world « Fabrication & Modularization

someone dies by suicide, that’s 99 people every 66
minutes. Every day, that’s almost 100 people in the
United States alone, and over 2160 worldwide. Putting
a Face on Suicide (PAF0S) is a suicide awareness proj-
ect that creates posters and videos to pay tribute to
those we have lost to suicide with dignity and respect.
PAFO0S humanizes the daunting statistics; lovingly
replacing numbers with faces.

FLINT

A Division of ClearStream

* Maintenance & Turnarounds
* Insulation
+ Facility Construction

— 780-778-5000 - Pipeline Integrity Digs

« 24/7 Callout Services

NEED HELP? CALL ANYTIME! (24-7)

Mental Health Helpline 1-877-303-2642
* Addiction Helpline 1-866-332-2322 * Health Link 811

WOMBANIA
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IT DOES
EVERYTHING!

by PETER MARINACCI

EVERYTHING, WHAT?
\ IT STEALS YOUR IDENTITY,
- YOUR PASSWORDS, YOUR
CREDIT CARD NUMBER,

YOUR BANKING DETALS . ..

GET THE

LR L]

FRAZ APP
IT DOES
EVERYTHING!

Copyright 22024 Peter Marinacci All Rights Reserved.
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YOUR ONLY LOCAL CARRIER SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1950

_ - Proud supporter of
| "8 our local Organizations / HITECOURT

i 780'778'2226 TRANSFORT INC.

Supporting growth in Whltecourt s;nce 1922
we salute our not- for ~profit commumty

" Millar Western Forest Products Ltd.
a resourceful company « = \

Soaring Eagle Support Society

ﬁering support services for marginalized individuals
e Qutreach worker, laundry and shower facilities
by appt e Tax program & Bag Lunch Program

5027 - 51 Avenue, Open: Monday to Friday 10am - 4pm 780-396-8777

@ WHITECOURT GROUP OF
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS

All meetings are in person and online (hybrid)

« Mondays 7:00pm

« Wednesdays 7:30pm
Meetings held at the Family Worship Center upstairs.
Z00M ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude

WHITECOURT Providing timely and

CAN C ER & easily accessible'ﬁnancial

support for Whitecourt

W ELLN ES S patients and their families
SOCIETY who are dealingwitha

cancer diagnosis.

This can include help with parking costs for
hospital visits, living expenses and unforeseen
medical expenses. Applications can be made
through the Drs at both Whitecourt Medical
Clinics or (office hours, can leave a message):
Kim Nendsa (President of Whitecourt
Cancer & Wellness Society) 780-778-0932
Aimee Grierson 780-262-0222

https://wctcancerwellness.com/

“*Monthly meetings have been postponed due to
COVID-19

WHITECOURT "Serving the community for over 30 years"

The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food
FDO in order to help families in need.

ﬁaﬂb Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm
Phone: 780-778-2341

Located within the Carlan Services Community Centre

The Whitecourt Food Bank is operated by the Town of
Whitecourt Food Bank Coordinator and dependent on
volunteers to operate. The Food Bank relies on donations
of cash or food from individuals and organizations. Local
grocery stores drop off baked goods including bread and
pastries weekly. Other corporations and schools

schedule food drives throughout the year.
Open: Mon, Wed, & Fri 11 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Phone: 780-778-2341

LORNE'S BLANKET

— e s -
*“"J'.S‘*t!‘é‘ﬂS{f/ﬂﬂE/'f?GUSfﬂg-J‘EJP!??EH./

~

We exist-to.help_ hnmeless
men get back on their feet.

If you know of any male requiring assistance, please
Gall Lorne's Blanket at 780-778-0952

2YTCRIL e Wellspring Provide ‘ia!b]tf]tf[: 5 tive Hesidential
ellspring Provides a Safe, Short Term, Supportive Hesidentia
780 ‘I?a‘ﬁzug Enviroaeent [or Wianen With or Without Children, Flecing
1.800.467.4049 Family Vielenies & 'I::\|n-| T (T Crisks
WELLSPRING Outreach Support ng: an:
FAMILY RESGURLCE Ougoing Support, Advocacy, Follow- R S | port Groups
& CRISIS CENTRE Womet, Men and Youth in Whit ied S | 1
Comin --mirie-
@whitecourt_shelter Child Support Program:
Child Care & Aller School Programs - Age Approprinte Progrums &
Supporl for Children Wihio Have Been Alfected By Family Violence

Preventative Education:
o [ Prowides Wiorkshops, Information ond Awareness to Sclwools,
] (?E'Fl‘f?}'{g' Copummmmty Drgnauzstioos, Agences nod Businesses
Lb_ Family Resource & Crisis Centre

www.whitecourtshelter.ca

GRIEFRYSHARE

Support group on Tuesdays 6:30pm - 8:30 pm,
starting September 17, 2024 at Crossroads
Community Church, 4419 44 Ave, Mayerthorpe.
935 includes 12 weekly sessions.
Pre-register by calling 780-786-2533.

Whitecourt Alcoholics
Anonymous Group

Meetings are three times each week

« Monday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
* Wednesday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
« Friday 8:00 pm —9:00 pm
New Women's AA Group on Saturdays @11 am

Located at the United Church Basement 5201 - 50 St
Please Leave a Message for AA member (780)424-5900
or Contact Addictions Helpline @1(866)332-2322
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Helping healthcare professionals
choose Whitecourt, grow roots
and feel at home

Emergency

oublic Parking

| By Serena Lapointe

The need for a new
hospital in Whitecourt
is no secret, but what
the town doesn’t lack is
community spirit, and a
new committee proves
it. The Health Profes-
sionals Attraction &
Retention Committee’s
(H-PARC) aim is to en-
courage student devel-
opment in healthcare,
help new professionals
integrate into the com-
munity, and foster a

sense of belonging so
professionals  choose
Whitecourt.

The committee has a
tall but important order
and has scored early
success thanks to its
dedicated, passionate,
and community-mind-
ed members who want
the best for the place
they call home. During
a recent Whitecourt
Town Council meet-
ing, H-PARC Chair
Kristen Belke provid-

The Whitecourt Hospital is in dire need of replacement.

ed an overview of the
committee’s priorities,
feedback, completed
projects and achieve-
ments.

The committee be-
gan at a request from
two local doctors (Dr.
Jane Ojedokun and
Dr. Ryan Roszko) two
years ago. The pair
presented the idea to
Council in October
2022. The committee
consists of Dr. Ojedo-
kun, Dr. Roszko (phy-

4

sician representative),
Kristen Belke (nurse
representative), mem-

ber-at-large  Michelle
Halladay (physician’s
families  representa-
tive), member-at-large
Kelly Robinson, Coun-
cillor Derek Schlosser,
a Woodlands County
rep, representatives
from both clinics, and
Alicia Randall (AHS
representative).  “We
have a broad reach of
people, and I think it

makes us good,” said
Belke.

The committee fol-
lows four priorities
and an advocacy piece
to lay the groundwork
for what they do. “The
biggest one is that 84
percent of healthcare
professionals say a
welcoming communi-
ty is what keeps them
here, so that is one of
our biggest things that
we focus on,” said Bel-
ke.

She said they offer
customized welcome
packages  depending
on the needs of the in-
dividual. If a physician
moves to Whitecourt
from further away, the
package includes in-
formation about real
estate agents and local
schools. “It makes it a
lot easier for people to
come and a lot more
welcoming, so they ar-

continued on page 7

Four ways to boost your retirement savings

(NC) When you’re
just starting out in your
career, retirement can
seem like it’s too far
away to imagine. But
the sooner you start
planning for your re-
tirement, the more
money you’ll have
available to experience
your dreams. Here are
four things to consider
when planning for re-
tirement.

Start as soon as you
can

You’ve likely seen
charts and graphs
showing how every
dollar you invest to-
day can grow multiple
times over a long peri-
od of time. These charts
visualize the power of
compound interest. If,
for example, you in-
vest $1 in an account
that will earn you 5 per
cent per year, at the end
of the first year, you’ll
have $1.05. But in the
second year, you’ll

earn interest on the dol-
lar and the 5 cents. The
larger the initial invest-
ment and the longer the
investment period, the
more your money will
grow.

Maximize your
RRSPs and TFSAs

There are two popu-
lar federal government
programs that many
Canadians use to help
fund their retirement:
Registered Retirement
Savings Plans (RRSPs)
and Tax-Free Savings
Accounts  (TFSAs).
Both are similar in that
they allow you to in-
vest money in various
financial products, in-
cluding mutual funds,
stocks and bonds. The
difference is that you
get a tax deduction for
anything you invest in
an RRSP, but the mon-
ey is taxed when you
withdraw it. There are
no immediate tax sav-
ings with the TFSA,

but the money in your
investment grows tax-
free for as long as you
leave it in the fund.
One great way to cap-
italize on both is to
invest enough in your
RRSP to qualify for a
tax refund, and then in-
vest that money in your
TFSA.
Employment
benefits

Once upon a time,
most Canadians count-
ed on a pension to pay
for their retirement
years. While many
careers still include a
pension plan, they’re
increasingly few and
far between. A more
common option today
is for an employer to
offer matching contri-
butions to your RR-
SPs. If you’re in the
market for a new job,
factor in the benefits of
working for employers
who offer a pension or
matching funding for

retirement savings in
your decision-making
process.

Have a side hustle

For many of us, when
we envision retirement,
we picture ourselves
signing off permanent-
ly. But the reality is
that many people find
the switch from a 40-
hour workweek to zero
hours somewhat bor-

ing.

Some find satisfac-
tion in volunteering
their time or doing
other charitable work.
But if you’re worried
about financing your
retirement, perhaps you
could turn your career
skills or hobbies into a
side gig. If, for exam-
ple, you worked as an
accountant, perhaps you

could do people’s taxes
for them. If you were
a writer of some sort,
maybe you could pick
up some freelance work.
If you have worked in
construction, set up a
business doing small
renovation projects.

Find more financial
literacy tips and free
resources at abcmoney-
matters.ca.
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Alberta Newsprint Company wishes
you and yours a Merry Christmas
and all the very best in 2025!

In the hustle and bustle of the season, splurge on moments

of joy and togetherness. Spend time with those you
cherish. And save the memories made along the way!

For all open career opportunities, please check out

our website at albertanewsprint.com > Careers.

continued from page 7

en’t quite as scared,”
said Belke. “We also
show our community
off and all the things it
has and the good things
we offer.”

For healthcare stu-
dents, Belke said they
give them extra focus.
“Nursing students,
pharmacy students and
physician students that
come in, we welcome
them and give them a
tour and passes to the
Millar Centre (AJMC)
so they feel welcome.
Even if they only come
for a day to the clin-
ic, we still reach out
to them and welcome
them.”

Belke said the con-
versation also includes
high school students
interested in entering
the medical field. The
committee recently ex-
pressed an interest in

hosting Let’s Go Rural,
an event that promotes
rural health oppor-
tunities for students.
“(They would) show
them what physio does
and what nursing does
and get them hands-on
trying some of those
things so they will
be interested. Lots of
times, if a rural student
wants to get into health
care, they go back to
rural. So, we want to
branch out because it’s
hard to pull those urban
people to rural. But if
we can get rural stu-
dents interested, they’ll
usually come back to
rural,” explained Bel-
ke. “It will also bring
students from the uni-
versity that are inter-
ested to integrate and
learn what rural is.”
Family and a sense of
belonging are two sig-
nificant pillars that can
make someone feel at

home in a new commu-
nity. “We make sure not
only the physician is
welcome but the whole
family as well. We of-
fer check-ins. One of
our members calls and
does check-ins with
the family and we send
cards for new babies or
big changes. We make
sure they know that we
notice them and that
they are important to
us.”

The committee also
celebrated Rural Health
Week and put on a fam-
ily barbeque. “We had
133 attend. It wasn’t
just focused on hospi-
tal staff. It was focused
on healthcare profes-
sionals in the whole
community, like phar-
macies, chiropractors,
dentists and everything
like that,” said Belke.

They also delivered
24 appreciation bas-
kets. The hard-work-

ing and passionate
committee  members
have achieved numer-
ous successes in just
two years, including
welcoming five new
doctors and three new
nurses to the communi-
ty and supporting three
physicians through the
Doctor Loan Program.
They have also hosted
fourteen = community
tours and provided 36
welcome packages.
Belke said the need
for an update to White-
court’s infrastructure is
obvious and that sup-
porting Council with its
advocacy efforts will
continue to be a prior-
ity for the committee.
“Our infrastructure is
limiting our capacity to
deliver services in our
town. Obviously, that’s
beyond our scope,
but we can only do so
much.” She said the
need was even more on

display after a recent
good news item faced
a barrier. “AHS has re-
cruited an anesthetist
and a new surgeon to
Whitecourt. (The barri-
er) is that we only have
one OR suite.”

Mayor Tom Pick-
ard thanked Belke and
the committee for their
work. “I was at a recent
conference in Wain-
wright, and many, many
people asked where the
rest of the crew was be-
cause, in their words,
we want to get some
more ideas from them.
You and the group are
recognized throughout
the province for the
work (you do).”

He added that in
conversations he’s had
with Minister of Health
Adrianna  LaGrange,
she has noted the pas-
sion in the group and
enjoys engaging with
them because of their

professional ~ nature.
Mayor Pickard said the
gap was not the people.
“We have passionate
people here in White-
court, in healthcare,
and the infrastructure
facilities are the gap.
I think there’s general
recognition of that, but
the quality of life of the
people and quality of
the people that are in
healthcare, there’s no
gap there. Everyone
else is aspiring to that
level.”

Belke said they are
proud of the local en-
vironment around
healthcare. “The LPNs
(Licensed Practi-
cal Nurses) and RNs
(Registered  Nurses),
we have no vacancies.
That can’t be said in
most places. We are
really proud of the en-
vironment that we set
within our hospital our-
selves.”

A group of local healthcare professionals and community members are spearheading a community-based approach to rural
recruitment by focusing on fostering a sense of belonging and support while helping Council in healthcare-related advocation efforts.
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SUDOKU

Fun By The

CROSSWORDS

Numbers

Like puzzles?

Then you'll love 7
sudoku. This

mind-bending IR 21

puzzle will have

you hooked from

the moment you

square off, so

sharpen your

pencil and put

your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Loved: Intermodiase

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a

sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can

appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the
numbers will appear by using the numeric dlues already provided in the boxes. The more
numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Crossword Clues

CLUES ACROSS

1. Long piece of squared
timber

5. Emaciation

10. “Bewitched” boss Larry
14. Combining form
meaning “different”

15. Current unit equal to 10
amperes

16. Older

17. Large, stocky lizard

18. Ringworm

19. Actor Pitt

20. Indian hand clash
cymbals

22. Data at rest

23. Jeweled headdress

24. Indicators of when
stories were written

27. Check

30. Cigarette (slang)

31. Arctic explorers (abbr.)
32. Yearly tonnage (abbr.)
35. Delivered a speech

37. Aplace to bathe

38. Postmen deliver it

39. Surface in geometry
40. More (Spanish)

41. _ and Venzetti

42. Exclamation at the end
of a prayer

43. Hawaiian dish

44. Aggressively proud men
45, Fellow

46. Mark Wahlberg comedy

47. Mock
48. When you expect to get
somewhere
49. Songs
52. Pair of small hand drums
55. Play
56. Sword
60. Evergreens and shrubs
genus
61. Filmed
63. Italian Seaport
64. Ancient kingdom near
Dead Sea
65. Pores in a leaf
66. U. of Miami mascot is
one
67. Snakelike fishes
68. Pretended to be
69. Body part
CLUES DOWN
1. Piece of felted material
2. Ancient Greek City
3. Aquatic plant
4. Potentially harmful
fungus (Brit. sp.)
5. Body art (slang)
6. One who follows the
rules
7. Ordinary
8. Honorably retired from
assigned duties and retaining
one’s title
9. Relaxing space
10. Japanese socks
11. Indian city

12. Rip

13. Icelandic book

21. Satisfies

23. Where golfers begin
25. Small amount
26.5nag

27. Determine the sum of
28. Adistinctive smell

29. Exposed to view

32. Stain or blemish

33. Small loop in embroidery
34. River herring genus
36. Large beer

37. Deep, red-brown sea
bream

38. Partner to cheese

40. At a deliberate pace
41. Gurus

43. Of each

44. Angry

46. Popular beverage

47. Flower cluster

49. Blocks

50. Those who benefitted
from efforts of relatives
(slang)

51. Polio vaccine developer
52. A (usually) large and
scholarly book

53. Popular soap ingredient
54. NBAer Bradley

57. Popular movie about
apig

58. Musician Clapton

59. Not a sure thing

61. Recipe measurement
(abbr.)

62. Father

MERRY cHRISTMAS WORD (SEARGH

WORDS
PEIKRUWUSRERSHTMLEERMWMMEHET
AUEPSUWEWCVYPVICRCCCGA ‘;ﬁL
ESCAROLSORHBRETORTPUODYV CARCLS
VW SYSNELRTEBMHEEWUMTEBSK CHRISTMAS
EFSUMNTFAETRUEMBMHECSFPNE-TC CHURCH
RDTRMAMTITIANETLTCTDAEKTFA ATRETEF gg*::iﬁ“;
GPBETMHNTIEBSOCKRTOMWAYWHNG G DINMG
R NAGMNPY UETDATCRSCLTGSAY EVERGREEN
ENETIMRLADUNAFDEBTIVYMWERTIHR FRIENDS
ELSALTYORCHRTISTMNMASTE RN G;Tr‘rf;‘”
NCTOURRYHAHRDILACTIGAH TG CARD
ESHWEETEU®OALTCSMHMAMNSGEGETRTEE HOLLY
DMGWEFETGTTTMNGDETCOEBOMHNTC MAGEAL
G NEWLSS5UKFYREHMNAPETCTFTIS ugmgfﬂ
AEHICKUGRIRAMINUTITNN MSTLETOE
R S HWETIOWTIULFEWVTITMNUERKTGTIHTC BEMINISCE
LLODOSGRSSEVYSGHNTETSREWVWVPDA ROAST
AOFCSTATMHVYAADNLPRETEGHN _gm
NWMHAVDEBEMNDICOCOMWWETRETF!I TREE ST
DNGIFTSNSGTWGET® ONTDHMG GV WREATHS
Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.
WORDS DINING MANGER
ANGEL EVERGREEN MERRIMENT
BIRTH TN REMINISCE
CAROLS GARLAND ROAST
CHRISTMAS GIFTS STAR
CHURCH GREETING CARD TRAVEL
COMPANY HOLLY TREE SKIRT
DECEMBER MAGICAL WREATHS

Woodlands  County
Council discussed the
following items at their
recent meeting of Coun-
cil:

STARS Air Ambu-
lance Senior Munici-
pal Relations Liaison,
Glenda Farden provid-
ed an annual update on
STARS current oper-
ations and activities in
the region. This year,
STARS attended 11 mis-
sions in the Woodlands
County area, including
10 critical inter-facil-
ity transfers from the
Whitecourt ~ Hospital.
From 2020 — 2024,
STARS attended a total
of 65 missions in the re-
gion. Woodlands Coun-
ty has pledged $3 per
capita, totalling $14,250
annually until 2025.

Council was updated
on the condition of hot
mix roads and bridges
in Woodlands County.
McElhanney was con-
tracted to inspect 37 km
of hot mix roads while
all bridges were inspect-
ed by MPA Engineering
bridge inspectors. Ap-
proximately 85% of hot
mix roads and 93% of
bridges were assessed
as being in fair, good,
or excellent condition.
Data collected will be
used when applying for
grant funding and in-
tegrated into the asset
management  program
which will guide future

www.whitecourtpress.com

Woodlands County Council
recent meeting recap

budget plans.

In 2024, Building-SCI
was contracted to assess
all municipal buildings
to determine mainte-
nance and replacement
requirements.  Council
was updated on the cur-
rent condition of the
buildings as well as a
25-year renewal fore-
cast to identify future
budget needs to maxi-
mize the useful life of
these buildings.

As per Council’s stra-
tegic priority of pursuing
new opportunities for
labour force attraction
and retention, Council
endorsed  Woodlands
County’s application for
the design and imple-
mentation of a Business
Retention and Expan-
sion Strategy under
the Small Community
Opportunity Program,
pending approved 2025
operating budget. The
grant could provide up
to a maximum of 90% in
provincial contribution
for the $115,000 project.

In addition, Council
also endorsed Wood-
lands County’s applica-
tion for the design and
implementation of a
3-year integrated plan
to enhance investment
attraction and profile
with corporate and
industrial site selec-
tors under the Northern
& Regional Economic
Development Program,

pending approved 2025
operating budget. The
grant could provide up
to a maximum of 50%
in provincial match-
ing contribution for the
$600,000 project.
Council adopted the
amended Policy 6211
— Benefits Program.
The policy was updated
to clarify that one tax re-
bate and three snowplow
flags will be issued to
one eligible landowner
per parcel of land where
the applicant resides.
The Governance and
Priorities Commit-
tee meeting scheduled
for December 11 was
cancelled. Upcoming
scheduled meetings:
Budget Discussion —
Wednesday, December
4,2:00 pm
* Regular Council —
Wednesday, Decem-
ber 4, 5:00 pm
* Budget Discussion
— Thursday, Decem-
ber 5, 5:00 pm
* Budget Discussion
— Tuesday, Decem-
ber 10, 5:00 pm
* Regular Council —
Wednesday, Decem-
ber 18, 9:30 am
Meetings are held
in-person at the Munici-
pal Office in Whitecourt
and streamed on the
Woodlands County You-
Tube channel. Agenda
packages are available
on the Woodlands Coun-
ty CivicWeb Portal.
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Relatively speaking: New
vehicle sales in Alberta
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New motor vehicle sales in Alberta
Number of vehicles sold, 12-month moving average
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Chase Leitner Mortgage Associate
Dedicated to Helping You Achieve

Your Homeownership Dreams

Residential Mortgages - First-Time Homebuyer - Refinancing
Mortgage Pre-Approvals - Client-Focused Solutions

| By Rob Roach
ATB ECONOMICS

New vehicle sales
provide an indication
of how a large slice of
the retail sector is do-
ing. They also provide a
sense of how the econo-
my is doing overall, with
higher sales suggesting
things are going well
enough for more people
and businesses to make
a major purchase like a
new vehicle. (Interest
rates are also a factor
with lower borrowing
costs facilitating sales
and vice versa.)

So what are the new
vehicle sales statistics
telling us about how
things are going in Al-
berta?

On the bright side,
the recent trend has a
nice upward slope (see

the chart below). The
number of new vehi-
cles sold in Alberta has
increased 20 times (on
a year-over-year basis)
between January 2021
and September 2024.
Despite signs of con-
sumer fatigue setting in
(retail sales in Alberta
have been fairly flat
with per capita sales
declining), the number
of new cars being sold
points to some under-
lying resilience in the
provincial economy.
But, as the chart
above also shows, rela-
tive to the years leading
up to the pandemic, the
number of units rolling
off lots in Alberta in
2024 does not appear
especially strong. Unit
sales between January
and September 2024

were, for example, 8%
lower than over the
same period in 2018
even though Alberta’s
population was 14%
larger.

Although it is a pos-
itive sign that new
vehicles sales are on
the rise in Alberta, be-
cause they are down
relative to past peri-
ods, this suggests two
things: 1) there is like-
ly more room for them
to climb back up as
the provincial econo-
my expands next year
(lower interest rates
will also help): and 2)
even though Alberta’s
economy is perform-
ing well vis-a-vis the
country as a whole,
it has lost a few steps
since the last boom cy-
cle period in 2014.

The Gift Box, Holiday pop-up
store opens November 23

| By Haylee Winger

Get ready to kick off
your holiday shopping
at The Gift Box, a sea-
sonal pop-up store de-
signed to meet all your
gifting needs. Located
at 4-4331-52 Ave, the
store’s grand opening
is set for Saturday, No-
vember 23, with hours
from 10am to 8pm.

Open from Novem-
ber 23 to December 27,
The Gift Box offers a
wide selection of gifts
perfect for everyone
on your list. Shoppers
will find cozy hoodies,
trendy-t shirts, plush
blankets, hats, toques,
accessories,  pictures
and novelty items.

Operating seven days

Photo Submitted,

a week, regular hours
are Monday to Sat-
urday from 10am to
8pm and Sundays from
10am to 6pm.

Don’t miss  the
chance to find unique,
thoughtful gifts this
holiday season. Vis-
it The Gift Box and
check off every name
on your list!

As a licensed mortgage agent with the
Mortgage Group (TMG) and extensive
experience in financial services, | am
committed to providing clients with tailored
solutions for their mortgage needs.
Whether you're a first-time
homebuyer, looking to
refinance, or seeking
investment opportunities,
my goal is to make

the mortgage process
smooth, transparent, and
stress-free.

of the most significant financial decisions of
their lives, ensuring they feel confident every
step of the way.

| also collaborate closely with
experienced industry professionals,
including my mentor Mike
LaRue, to continually refine
and expand my expertise.
Together, we are building a
team dedicated to delivering
exceptional mortgage
services.

Having completed my
education through the Real
Estate School of Alberta, | am licensed with
both AMBA and RECA. | bring a client-first
approach, combining industry knowledge
with personalized service. My mission is to
guide individuals and families through one

At the heart of my work is a

passion for helping people secure the
home of their dreams while building lasting
relationships based on trust and integrity. As |
grow in this field, I'm committed to providing
an exceptional client experience that is as
rewarding as it is reliable.

Cell: 780.907.0862 Fax: 1.877.239.8430

Email: chase.leitner@mortgagegroup.com

10525170 St NW Ur]it 107, Edmonton, AB T5P 4W?2
www.chasingmortgages.ca
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- ® Free demonstration of the latest

YOU’RE INVITED TO OUR OPEN HOUSE!

December 2™ & 3 | 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

‘TIS THE SEASON
TO CELEBRATE
THE JOY OF SOUND.

EXCLUSIVE

RSVP and receive:

" in hearing solution technology

® Free hearing assessment

® Free consultation A

SPACE IS LIMITED, RSVP TODAY!

HEARING CARE

780-706-2272

4732 50" Avenue, Unit 1, Whitecourt, AB

) B
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Kindergarten students from Whitecourt Central School had

an exciting morning at the local firehall, where they learned
important fire safety tips. The highlight of the trip was meeting
Sparky the Fire Dog, who helped make the experience both fun
and educational. The students also toured the firehall, getting
an up-close look at the equipment and vehicles firefighters use
to keep the community safe. It was a memorable day filled with
learning and excitement!

www.whitecourtpress.com
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The Whitecourt Wolverines made another memorable visit to
Pat Hardy Primary School, bringing excitement and joy to the
kindergarten students. The young learners were thrilled to
spend time with the team, who have become local favorites for
their engaging and positive interactions. These visits continue
to strengthen the bond between the Wolverines and the
community, leaving a lasting impression on their youngest fans.

PUBLIC NOTICE

www.whitecourt.ca | facebook.com/TownofWhitecourt | TA0-T78-2273

The following decisions were made by the Municipal Planning Commission:

Extension (Millar Western Forest Products Ltd.) — Approved with conditions.

Date of Decisions: November 14, 2024 Appeal Closes at 4:00pm: December 5, 2024

has the right to appeal prior to the above date.

NOTICE OF DECISION

Subdivision W21-348: NW & SW 35-59-12-W5; Lot 7, Block 8, Plan 1123991; Lots 5 & 6, Block 8, Plan 9422819; Lot 3, Block 8, Plan 8622565; Lot OT, Plan 4571 CL — Request for

Date of Decisions: November 14, 2024 Appeal Closes at 4:00pm: November 28, 2024
Application 24-110: 3739 39 Street — Discretionary Use — Equipment sales, rental and repair, heavy — Approved with conditions.

Application 24-112: 3808 38 Avenue — Application for Whitecourt pain management, safety & wellness centre — Refused with conditions.

An Appeal of the above decision(s) may be made by submitting a written appeal and appeal fee ($300) to the Office of the Secretary of the Subdivision and Development Appeal
Board, Town of Whitecourt Administration Building, Box 509, Whitecourt, Alberta, T7S 1N6 prior to 4:00pm on the above noted date. Any person(s) affected by the said proposal(s),
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CHAMPIONS

The Hilltop Chargers
senior boy’s volleyball
team captured gold at
the GCAA playoffs
on November 12, de-
feating Onoway in the
final match. The team
remained undefeated
throughout the league

SO

Canadian |
Nntur.r“

and league playoffs.
The boys also se-
cured victory at the
3A Zones tournament
in Westlock last week-
end, maintaining their
undefeated record.
They faced the West-
lock Thunderbirds in

fi\

nu.nuu

2024

CramvPions |

Canadian
Natural

the semifinal, emerg-

ing victorious after an
intense battle against
a strong opponent. In
the final, they went
head-to-head with the
Barrhead Gryphons,
defeating them in
an exciting match to

claim the Zone ban-
ner and gold medals.
The Gryphons put up
a commendable fight.
The accompanying pho-
tos were taken during
the Zones tournament
in Westlock, including a
team photo with the 3A

A
Bovs
HAMPIONS

JO2% = 2028

Canadian 3
Natural

Zone banner.

The Chargers were
coached by Doreen
Opsal, Maddy Bryson,
Nick Bowman and
Sarah Van de Kerck-
hove.

The team qualified to
compete at the ASAA

3A  Provincials in
Lloydminster, sched-
uled from Thursday
to Saturday last week,
where they anticipated
facing strong competi-
tion. The Chargers are
ranked 8th in the prov-
ince for 3A schools.
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Whitecap Resources went all out for baking with the

AR Yoy )
Family Dental Health's tree features
cute little Letters to Santa mailboxes.

Fully customized decorations on the
Complete Projects tree.

A

The New Vnture
is stunning.

AJMC staff ™
.. rocked. this &
tree, it's- -
v, all about
"> Bluey! -

i

It's that time of year again! The Festival of Trees in support of the BGC (Boys and Girls Club) is on now until the draw date of
December 14. Eighteen impeccably dressed Christmas trees line the hallway leading to the change rooms at the Allan & Jean
Millar Centre, creating a perfect hangout spot for those seeking a festive place to sit. For the next couple of weeks, residents
can purchase a ticket ($10) for a chance to win the tree of their choice, with funds going towards the BGC. Businesses and
organizations went above and beyond with the trees they decorated and donated, including a Bluey tree from the AJMC staff,
full of the popular TV shows' characters and a big Bluey stuffy on top. There's also a sparkly number donated by Whitecap
Resources decorated with baking supplies like cookie cutters, tongs and even a whisk. The tree also comes with a box of
goodies underneath. Each tree shows the time and care put into decorating, from personalized decorations, like the Complete
Projects tree with laser-cut truck ornaments, the Sniper Services tree with a homemade tanker truck on top and more trucks
placed throughout its branches, and a vibrantly blue Elvis-themed tree donated by Kanata Esso and the Candy Mill. It's
absolutely worth a trip to the AJMC to check out all the trees and support the BGC.
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Albarta
Weekly Newspapers
Association

Blanket Classified Ads

Alberta and NWT for $269 (up to 25 words) $8.00 each additional word. These ads are placed in over 100
community newspapers throughout Alberta. We can also place ads In other provinces throughout Canada.
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0dds of a child becoming
a top fashion designer: 1in 7,000

0dds 6f a child being diagnosed
with autism: 1in110

learn more of the signs of autism, visit autisms peaks.org

Buildings for Sale

INTEGRITY POST FRAME
BUILDINGS since 2008
BUILT WITH CONCRETE
POSTS. Barns, Shops,
Riding Arenas, Machine
Sheds and more, sales@
integritybuilt.com 1-866-
974-7678 www.integrity-
built.com.

Coming Events
FIREARMS WANTED
FOR OUR 2024 AUC-
TION PROGRAM: Rifles,
Shotguns, Handguns,
Antiques, Militaria, Col-
lections, Estates, Single
Items. For Auction, or
Possible Purchase: Toll-
Free 1-800-694-2609,
Email Us at sales@swit-
zersauction.com or Visit
Us @ www.switzersauc-
tion.com.

Commercial Property
BLANKET THE PROV-
INCE with a classified ad.
Only $269/wk (based on
25 words or less). Reach

details. 1-800-282-6903;
Www.awhna.com; email
classifieds@awna.com.

Employment Wanted
GET YOUR MESSAGE
SEEN ACROSS Alberta.
The Blanket Classifieds
or Value Ads reach over
600,000 Alberta read-
ers weekly. Two options
starting at $269 or $799
to get your message out!
Business changes, hir-
ing, items for sale, can-
cellations, tenders, etc.
People are increasingly
staying home and rely on
their local newspapers for
information. KEEP peo-
ple in the loop with our
80 Weekly Community
Newspapers. Call THIS
NEWSPAPER now or
email classifieds@awna.
com for details. 1-800-
282-6903, 780-434-
8746 www.awna.com.

Feed and Seed
ALBERTA FEED GRAIN:

Screenings, Mixed Grains.

Dry, Wet, Heated, or
Spring Thresh. Prompt
Payment. In House

Trucks, In House Excre-
ta Cleaning. Vac Rental.
1-888-483-8789.

Services

CRIMINAL RECORD?
Why suffer employment/
licensing loss? Travel/
business opportunities?
Be embarrassed? Think:
Criminal Pardon. US entry
waiver. Record purge. File
destruction. Free consul-
tation. 1-800-347-2540.
www.accesslegalmjf.com.

PRIVATE MORTGAGE
LENDER. All real estate
types considered. No cred-
it checks done. Deal direct
with lender and get quick
approval. Toll free 1-866-
405-1228; www.firstand-
secondmortgages.ca.

Wanted
CASH FOR COIN COL-

buying all Gold, Silver,
Old Jewelry, Nuggets,
Sterling, Bullion, Ingots,
Royal Canadian Mint
Coins, Rare Coins +, Todd
780-504-7995.

Employment
Opportunities

SOUTHERN  ALBERTA
NEWSPAPER GROUP is
looking for Mailroom eve-
ning staff. Lots of room
for advancement within
the company. Email rturn-
er@abnewsgroup.com for
more information.

r || |
Local news printed
B on local newsprint
_= Alberta
—— Newsprint
== Company

COIN COLLECTIONS

CASH FOR COIN COLLECTIONS & ACCUMULATIONS
OF COINS! ROYAL CANADIAN MINT COINS,
OLD COINS, OLD PAPER MONEY, SILVER

COINS, GOLD COINS, RARE COINS ETC

Also buying all Silver, Gold, Nuggets,
Scrap, Coins, Old Jewelry, Bullion, Ingots,

Sterling Silver, Old Quality Watches
working or not, Rolex, Omega ++

Toop 780-504-7995

LECTIONS & COIN AC-
CUMULATION'S!  Also

almost 80 weekly news-
papers. Call NOW for

Buying Oats, Barley,
Wheat, Canola, Peas,

x

A AUTISM SPEAKS™
(ﬁ.ﬂ! 1t time to listen

U
%%
7] 2
%)% Am‘*é

Do You Suffer from
Foot or Ankle Pain?

-

Call Now
. To Book

Your Consultation!
Our Specialist Can Help! |

Phone: 587-328-0743
Fax: 1-888-289-2162

Medical and Surgical Services or Treatments Provided:

Achilles Tendon Pain Arch Rain Athlete’'s Foot
Athletic Injuries Arthritis Ankle Sprains
Bunions Corns and Calluses Diabetic Foot Care
Fungal Toenails Flatfoot Forefoot Pain

Heel Pain Hammertoes Ingrown Toenails
Prescription Custom Orthotics Warts

Dr. Ben Sefcik, DPM
Podiatrist

Advanced Health
Pharmasave
5112 50 St.
Whitecourt, AB

Evolution Foot and Ankle Clinic
www.bensefcikdpm.com

Parkland Medical
Centre
#202, 10127 121 Ave
Grande Prairie, AB

No Referral Necessary * New Patients Welcome + Covered under most Insurance Plans +

Apple Wellness Center
229 1 St. SW
Airdrie, AB

A look at the local weather Wed., Nov. 27 Thu., Nov. 28 Fri., Nov. 29 Sat., Nov. 30 Sun., Dec. 01
Partly sunny Snow Chance of flurries Mainly sunny Cloudy with flurries
P.O.P. 30% 60% 40% 30% 60%
High -9°C -13°C -15°C -13°C -12°C
Low -16°C -18°C -20°C -18°C -15°C
Wind NW 9 km/h E 10 km/h N 10 km/h SE 5 km/h E 6 km/h
24-Hr Rain / Snow ~1cm 1-3cm ~lcm <icm <icm
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Money Matters

One Canadian Dollar = 0.71 US Dollar
at an exchange rate of 0.7153 (using nominal rate).

A3

"

L
Dollar Values as of November 27, 2024

'&"h"i. 1

J Ient W‘ngﬂrat 780.7 ?u&J
email wetpress@ gmail.com

Tim Hortons in Whitecourt is looking
to fill the following positions:
Food Service Attendant

Full Time / Shift Work

Food Service Supervisor
Full Time / Shift Work

SHIFT INCENTIVE FOR OVERNIGHTS

Please apply in person at the restaurant.

4331-52 Ave Unit 1
\_ Whitecourt, AB

4216 Elko Drive

Whitecourt, AB )

Letter to the Editor policy

The Press welcomes readers to write letters to the
Editor. A maximum of 300 words is preferred but not
necessary. Letters must carry a first name or two
initials with surname and include an address and
daytime telephone number. Al letters are subject to
editing. Please email letters to wetpress@gmail.com.

Alberta
Weekly Newspapers
AssoCiation

A ress

A locally owned and family operated
newspaper serving Whitecourt

PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY

Contact

Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858
Email: wctpress@telus.net

‘ Alberta
. Weekly Newspapers
Association

The Press is printed on high quality newsprint using
vegetable based ink. We encourage you to share, save,
reuse, rehash & recycle.

Productions point of view.

Some

puppet
practice.

Pumpjack Players have two more nights of dinner theatre coming up this
weekend. The local group already performed twice this past weekend, treating
attendees to a hilarious production based around sappy holiday movies called The
Holiday Channel Christmas Movie Wonderthon. This Friday and Saturday night,
the group will put on its final two shows and hope to sell out the seats. Tickets
can be purchased at the library. Here's a snapshot from the producer's point of
view, as cast members practised ahead of showtime. The show features a TSA
agent, some reindeer, a kidnap victim and some fangirls, to name a few, and
hilariously weaves multiple Christmas movie storylines into one big chaotic mix.
It's a local production not to be missed!

Whitecourt Town

Council updates

Whitecourt re-
ceives provincial sup-
port to construct a
community fireguard

The Town of White-
court, with support
from Alberta Forestry
and Parks, has been
approved for funding
from the Forest Re-
source Improvement
Association of Al-
berta Community Fi-
reguard Program. The
$1,534,180 in funding
will be used to con-
struct a community

fireguard with access
points, approximate-
ly 4.5 kilometres long
and 100 metres wide,
on the eastern bound-
ary of town.

The Community Fi-
reguard Program is
designed to help pro-
tect communities by
clearing areas near or
surround- ing a com-
munity. The fireguard,
a strategically con-
structed feature where
trees, brush and fuel
sources are removed,

will break the path of
wildfire that could po-
tentially move towards

property, infrastruc-
ture, and other values
at risk.

Minister of Alber-
ta Forestry and Parks
Todd Loewen stated,
“Preparation is vital
to mitigating the im-
pacts of wild- fires.
Through initiatives
like the Community
Fireguard Program and
FireSmart, our govern-
ment is committed to
ensuring that commu-
nities like Whitecourt
are well-equipped to
face these challenges
head-on.”

Whitecourt, in con-

sultation with com-
munity stakeholders,
recently completed a
Community Fireguard
Plan that involved
planning and mapping
the fireguard location.
The project area ex-
tends from Ecole St.
Joseph School in the
north, to Highway
43 in the south. This
span incorporates di-
verse terrain, includ-
ing wetlands, mixed
wood forests, and is
located in close prox-
imity to critical infra-
structure, including
schools, power sub-
stations, and waste-
water treatment facil-
ities.
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ATTENTION LAND
OWNERS

SELL YOUR STANDING
E S T H E T | C S CONIFER, SPRUCE AND PINE!

Enhance your beauty with expertly crafted
lash extensions! With 7 years of experience
specializing in volume lashes, we bring out
your best look with custom options to suit
your style. For a limited time, enjoy

$20 off any new set!

(Minimum of 50 — 80 acres)

(O T NI N O 0 R S =

Classic Lashes — natural and elegant

Hybrid Lashes — a perfect blend of classic and volume
Volume Lashes - full, bold, and captivating

Add UV lashes to classic, hybrid, or volume sets! \

LARR

NANAGEMENT CORP.
2014

Facial Waxing also available to complete your look.

Book today to wake up with
beautiful, low-maintenance
lashes every morning!

Call or text to book ¢ ' CONTACT: JOEL MELANSON

or direct message

on Instagram/Facebook 8 % v i :
@ Bol egesth el joel@larrmanagementcorp.ca

WORD SEARCH CROSSWORDS
PEIKRUUS SR RISHTAERMWMNMBET
AUEP S UWEWCVP VG C£CTC G A -:“Tf’j:i-
EESCARUOLSOWA B RAETOBR P U 0V
V W S Y S NE LORSIDE HB E«USHAT B S K oA
E F S UNFE AEFMR U EBN MCH COSYPaN E C uia Sflls alelc o
R D TR MAMNMTTI ACEYLI DA K F AW F
G P B TN/ S 04C K RTABO0 W A Y W N)c M= .-
R N AGPN P°Y UCZE D A CRWSC L G S A Y [oflc[~J[ele[e[o|lela]r]
E NCESTPRIL A @U N A F D B InY WRTIR GhehireBtostole
E LASCALT Y O RKCHRTISTMASTR RN
NCTUURHYHAHDILA%IGAHSUDOKU
ESSPH W EEE O ATSCS M ANGERIESGE Bl slslzs
D M GWFEGTTITSINGW ECO0BONC L=k
G N BWLISSKIFF YRNENMMW PECFTIS BsiIslelzlsl 2
AEHICKLUGRTIRANNWUTITNNIGGRENRGERRES
RS HWBIOWILFEWNNSINWIHGTIEC [oahlalzlzl5l6]7
L LOSGRSSEVSGNENSEYWPDA PFEREEERE
AOF CSITATNUVYVAADNULRSEN 6N [Telalala 71210
N WNAVDBMDICOCOWWESNY I Hazlelzl=1s15Te
D NGIFTSNSGTWGETU ONTIDIDMGEV H-lelssel sl




Sales & Service Directory www.whitecourtpress.com

KC

airdriedreamvacation.ca Sy Coimbus PR YC T le ol e (1,866,235 9906

WL MOTIGAgEgIoLIp. Com
HELP e

AIRDRIE COUNCIL #8045 Okt 0] Mortgage Associate
SUPPORT CHARITIES e !

WIN'$2,500 DREAM VACATION} (S | JT—— ' )

Prowdmg Traffic
Controliand Piloting

+ Traffic Control
Personnel

- FIRST MONTHLY (2 leanne.gould@mortgagegroup. com + Provide service for
N\jqu AIRDRIE | FLI HEVERY} DRAW,APRIL 6; 2025 780'865 '581 5 emergency lane or road
ﬁbﬁim;ﬁﬁn MONTH FOR 12 MONTHS dlosures

: 32 Only g SHOMEFTARES + Construction

(TR B R GV Y BUY YOUR . zone set ups
TICKET 60 0 ;
TICKETS —— ]
60 DRAWS PLUS EARLY BIRDS. Wl L1 1 1.3 @9 = Abe Road\Menltorlng
ec 15,2024 & Feb 14, 2025 Licence#710314 r__-—-——a=—---_
DT = e &Badr Sevies
BROAD REACH at an AFFORDABLE PRICE '*'bu,, = ' Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties
Advertise
Province:wide ' DEBT PROBLEMS??? | .
R $799 780-424-9944 ez
Foreclosure Fear? ~ Bank Loan Recalled?
A‘Sl"ablw“he Ad N K il g, Wage Garnishment?  Mortgage/Rent Arrears?
alue etwor wl Call Us. Talk to Us. We can help you NOW. Chedk us out

Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association I ) . 0 "
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x225 A:&(AI. Wtarllng FREE Consultation onlineat
email classifieds@awna.com Alberta _ &Assoclates Inc. 5
or visit your community newspaper . fg;'f,—g’ﬁ, e Lw?;'::tielnizoévam%;?;'ee thtﬂﬂurtpﬁii.mm

BOO K YO U R AD Now F RESCHKE FRITZ LLP
PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

Call Valerie Winger at 780.706.1858 . .
or email wctpress@gmail.com Ww MARK R. E‘ES?EE}E’ CPA, CA

Gareer Ads, affordahle price, with print ﬂ'ﬂ*" ;;;I ;*&Iie_:i;s\:mg:;h Tax planning
ad, receive free online job posting at...  .w.whitecourtpress.com  watpressagmail.com Corporate & Personal Tax Preparation
Full Accounting Services
T he frens Box 569, #101, 5011 - 51 Ave
METRIX GROUP v Check us out Whitecourt, AB T7S 1N6

’ CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL online at

i 780-778-3981 mreschke@rfllp.ca
ACCOUNTANTS whitecourtpress.com @rfllp
4927-51 AVENUE, PO BOX 328, WHITECOURT, AB T7S 1N5 Whitecourt Veterinaty

Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave @993 ﬂﬂ" /
L,,w ~ Get The

where pets are family_. ?{QII ﬁpp

Accounting * Tax * Estates & Trusts * Bookkeeping

Controllership « Audit & Review Engagements

Michael Epp Terry St. Laurent Carla Hanas - at iTunes
CPA, CA, CMA CPA, CGA, CA CPA, CA AppStore
Partner Partner Manager _ and
- Google
Edmonton Lloydminster Fox Creek/Whitecourt Plﬂy
T: 780-489-9606 T: 780-875-7433 T: 780-778-3091 "
Fort Saskatchewan Evansburg y oaieT
T: 780-992-0266 T: 780-727-2017

| App Store

GETIT ON

P Google play

ToLL FREE: 1-877-489-0606 METRIXGROUP.CA

Garden Sheds ¢ Custom or Pre-built « Delivery Available
780-778-4404

- Call Now To Book This Space 7180-106-1828



