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Santa’s Test Run on a 
one-horse open sleigh

One of Don's favourite images. See story page 2.

The PressThe Press
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For twelve years, a 
local family has shared 
their love of Christmas 
and horses with folks 
across the area. The My-
ers Family, comprised 
of Donald and his wife, 
Lavonne, and their two 
grown daughters, Mel-
anie and Reena, have 
been running an event 
they call Santa’s Test 
Run since 2013.

That year, Don had 
pulled out his buggy 
and took family and 
friends out for a ride. 
“We had just gotten the 
horse trained to pull 
it,” he said. Then they 
had an idea. What if he 
dressed up as Santa on 
Christmas Eve, went to 
the service road where 
Lonira Road meets 
Highway 43 and waved 
at passing vehicles? 
The decision ended up 
being a good one.

Reena, who lives in 
Grande Prairie, was 
visiting for the holidays 
when they decided to 
do it. She and her sister, 
on horseback, joined 
her dad on the buggy, 
and the trio made their 
way to the highway. “It 
was priceless watch-
ing all the people do a 
double take to ensure 
they saw it correctly,” 
she explained. “It was 
Christmas Eve, so we 
waved to everyone 
travelling that day.

We had a couple of 
people stop and ask if 
they could take pictures. 
We thought it would be 
fun to give people a lit-
tle joy during this time 
of year.”

The following year, 
the group decided to do 
it again, but they decid-
ed to give people the 
chance to go for a little 
ride in the buggy this 
time. Rather than take 
any money, the Myers 
crew fundraised for lo-
cal organizations like 
the Whitecourt Food 
Bank and the Christ-
mas Hamper.

“Our first year doing 
the actual Test Run, we 
collected some stuff for 
the food bank and some 
cash, which we donat-
ed to the Christmas 
Hamper. The following 
years greatly increased 
in people attending and 
donating. We had peo-
ple asking on Facebook 
what date it would be 
happening,” said Don.

“We like the response 

from people, which 
made us decide to 
continue it every year. 
Even during Covid, we 
had a great response 
from the public. Even 
though we had to put 
some strict protocols in 
place,” explained Don.

When asked why he 
wanted to raise mon-
ey and goods for local 
groups, Don said it 
was all in how he was 
raised. “I was taught by 
my parents to be kind 
and helpful to people 
less fortunate than us. 
I feel it’s important to 
recognize all people re-
gardless of their status. 
We have always been 
fortunate to have most 
things we wanted in 
life. I have witnessed 
some dear friends 
growing up who were 
less fortunate than us, 
and our family always 
helped them.”

Getting to play the jol-
ly fellow is something 
that Don looks forward 
to every year. “It is a 
great feeling. I enjoy the 
looks of the children. I 
even had one older lady 
who had never had a 
buggy ride, and she was 
so excited to have one. 
That’s the feeling I get 
when someone enjoys 
what I’m doing. I think 
I enjoy it as much as the 
kids do!”

Melanie said watch-
ing her dad dress up 
as Santa is as much a 
tradition for her as it 
is for others. She even 
regularly dresses up as 
Mrs. Claus. “It is so fun 
as he loves all the chil-
dren and the looks of 
joy they have for Santa. 
It makes me feel warm 
inside knowing it makes 
their day and is a tradi-
tion for them.” She add-
ed that celebrating the 
season in a big way also 
keeps the memory of 
passed family members 
at the forefront. “This 
is something our fam-
ily before would have 
loved to do as they all 
loved this time of year.”

Several years in, 
Melanie, her mom and 
sister, and a neighbour 
started putting together 
little ornament crafts 
and gave them out. 
“Some people have 
been coming for a while 
now and look forward 
to the ornament. They 
collect them.  I love 
seeing the happiness 
in all the children that 

come through and their 
parents.”

For Reena, coming 
down for the yearly 
tradition is a given for 
her. “I like being part of 
it so that I can see the 
joy on the faces of ev-
eryone who gets to go 
on the ride. One of my 
favourite parts is seeing 
how much fun my dad 
has with it.  It also helps 
bring my grandfathers, 
who would have had so 
much fun with it, back 
into our hearts,” she ex-
plained.

In the last few years, 
the group moved San-
ta’s Test Run to the 
Blue Ridge Communi-
ty Centre.

“We teamed up with 
the Blue Ridge Com-
munity League and Li-
brary to coordinate with 
their Christmas party. It 
gives people something 
to do while waiting for 
the ride, like skating 
and crafts. They also 
supply hotdogs and hot 

chocolate by the fire 
pit,” explained Don.

The event normally 
happens early in De-
cember but was side-
lined this year due to a 
big dip in the thermo-
stat. It was the first year 
that the Myers family 
was unable to do San-
ta’s Test Run in the way 
they had been. “Our 
family is disappoint-
ed that we can’t have 

the event this year. It’s 
the first time we hav-
en’t done it since we 
started. There was one 
year we had to cancel 
our original date, but 
we made an alterna-
tive date work. Unfor-
tunately, this year, we 
can’t do that.”

Don, Lavonne, Mela-
nie and Reena will miss 
seeing all the faces and 
sharing in the Christ-

mas joy they have 
grown accustomed to. 
Don said they are all 
eager to get back to it 
next year. “Our family 
would like to thank all 
past, present and future 
Santa’s Test Run help-
ers who have helped 
us keep this family 
tradition alive for so 
many years with such 
a great response. Merry 
Christmas to all!” 

Not just anyone can dress up as Santa and bring the season’s magic to life. It takes 
a special person with a sparkle in their eyes to do the role justice. For the last twelve 
years, an area man has been one of a few long-standing Santa stand-ins locally that 
has done the job right. Pictured is Year one, down on the service road by Lonira Rd, 
waving at Hwy 43 drivers on Christmas Eve.

Don, Melanie (right) and a helper elf.

Santa’s Test Run on a 
one-horse open sleigh

By Serena Lapointe
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Serving Whitecourt and area for over 10 years

5012 – 50th Street
Whitecourt 

Phone: 780-778-3302
www.cainesjewellers.com

Draw Your Own
DISCOUNT

until December 24

up to 50% OFF*

With qualifying purchase 
over $99*

*Excluding repairs, special orders and gift certificates.

rs
CLOSED

DEC. 25 to

JAN. 2

Experience an 
“Arctic Sunrise” on  
Christmas morning 
with this brilliant 

White Gold 
Canadian Diamond 
Pendant. $4,995

Stainless Steel 24” 
two-tone franco chain. 

$150

Yellow and 
White Gold 

“Love Grown” 
Gent’s 0.75ct 

Lab-grown 
Diamond Ring. 

$2,199

Couer de Lion stainless 
steel Black Geocube 
with Pearls necklace. 

$340

Matching Earrings and Bracelet available.

Complimentary

Gift Wrapping

this holiday

season

The PressThe Press
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S C H O O L  N E W S

From building snowmen to playing games in the crisp outdoors, 
the schoolyard at Pat Hardy Primary School buzzes with 
laughter and energy.

Pat Hardy students in 3Doble earned a special PJ and Fort Day 
through their hard work, with stuffed animals adding to the 
excitement!
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Supporting growth in Whitecourt since 1922,  
we salute our not-for-profit community. 
Millar Western Forest Products Ltd. 
a resourceful company 

Your only LOCAL carrier serving the Community since 1950
Proud supporter of 

our local Organizations
780-778-2226

This page is sponsored by:

5027 - 51 Avenue, Open: Monday to Friday 10am - 4pm 780-396-8777

Offering support services for marginalized individuals
• Outreach worker, laundry and shower facilities 

by appt • Tax program & Bag Lunch Program

Soaring Eagle Support Society
"Serving the community for over 30 years"

The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food  
in order to help families in need. 

Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm
Phone: 780-778-2341

Located within the Carlan Services Community Centre
The Whitecourt Food Bank is operated by the Town of 
Whitecourt Food Bank Coordinator and dependent on 

volunteers to operate. The Food Bank relies on donations 
of cash or food from individuals and organizations. Local 
grocery stores drop off baked goods including bread and 

pastries weekly. Other corporations and schools  
schedule food drives throughout the year.

Open: Mon, Wed, & Fri 11 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Phone: 780-778-2341

Providing timely and 
easily accessible financial 

support for Whitecourt 
patients and their families 

who are dealing with a 
cancer diagnosis.

This can include help with parking costs for 
hospital visits, living expenses and unforeseen 
medical expenses. Applications can be made 
through the Drs at both Whitecourt Medical 
Clinics or (office hours, can leave a message): 

Kim Nendsa (President of Whitecourt  
Cancer & Wellness Society) 780-778-0932

Aimee Grierson 780-262-0222 
https://wctcancerwellness.com/

**Monthly meetings have been postponed due to 
COVID-19

WHITECOURT GROUP OF  
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS

All meetings are in person and online (hybrid) 
•	 Mondays 7:00pm
•	 Wednesdays 7:30pm

Meetings held at the Family Worship Center upstairs.
ZOOM ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude

Support group on Tuesdays 6:30pm - 8:30 pm,  
starting September 17, 2024 at Crossroads  

Community Church, 4419 44 Ave, Mayerthorpe.
$35 includes 12 weekly sessions. 

Pre-register by calling 780-786-2533.

The PressThe Press
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Park Memorial Ltd.
Mayerthorpe • 780-779-2533

Proud to be Family Owned and Operated since 1941.

Johnson, Mary Joann
January 29, 1936 – November 15, 2024

On November 15, 2024, Mary 
Joann Johnson of Trochu, 
AB, formerly of Quesnel 

and Fort Nelson, BC peacefully 
passed away at the age of 88 
years.

Mary will be lovingly 
remembered by her children, 
Karey and Barb, both of Whitecourt, 
AB and Kathy (Darcy) of Prince George, 
BC; grandchildren, Lance, Jamie and Randi 
(Layne); great-grandchildren, Rhys, Brier, 
Willem, Raina and Alina; brother, Grant; sister, 
Dawn (Ron); and many more dear relatives and 
friends.

Mary was predeceased by her husband, Gord 
Crawford (2002); brother, Cliff ; and sister, Pat (Larry).

Thank you to the doctors and staff  at the 
Rimbey and Mayerthorpe Extendicares for the 
kind care shown to Mary.

In accordance with Mary’s wishes, no public 
ceremony will be held.

In recognition of Mary’s deep love for 
animals, the family requests that you honour 
her memory with donations to a local animal 
rescue.

Photos, memories and condolences may be 
shared through www.parkmemorial.com

Back in business: Alberta tourism roars back to life

Can you think of an 
industry more impacted 
by the pandemic than 
tourism? International 
travel came to a virtual 
halt, depriving the in-
dustry of revenues.

Given the severity 
of the disruptions, it’s 
hard to imagine that 
tourism spending could 
ever recover. But that’s 
exactly what has hap-
pened.

Recently released 
data show that for-
eign* visitor spending 
in Alberta hit a record 
high in the first half of 
2024 at $1.2 billion. 
That’s 6.6% higher 
than the same time last 
year, with spending up 
across all categories.

It was overseas visi-
tors that contributed the 
most in the first half, 
spending $621 mil-
lion—up 13.7% from 
the first half of 2023. 
Spending by Americans 
accounted for $592 mil-
lion, on par with the 
same time last year.

Taking a longer view, 
foreign visitor spend-

ing in Alberta was 36% 
higher than the first half 
of 2019—prior to the 
pandemic. That’s the 
largest increase among 
the provinces and far 
outpacing the national 
9% increase.**

Foreign tourist 
spending provides a 
significant boost to the 
province, as it is ‘incre-
mental’ or new mon-
ey coming in. But it is 
just one component of 
tourism spending. The 
other larger categories 
are spending by other 
Canadians and Alber-
tans themselves. These 
categories are available 
on an annual basis and 
were recently discussed 
in the November 22 
edition of the Seven.

Tourism is part of the 
growth-broadening sto-
ry we’ve been talking 
about. Oil production 
and home construction 
are driving growth this 
year, but a wide range 
of sectors are also 
chipping in, from food 
manufacturing, to tech-
nology, to aviation, and 
of course tourism. A 
weak loonie, relative to 

the greenback, is also 
making travel more 
affordable for U.S. vis-
itors and will continue 
to encourage visits to 
the province.

The trend in spending 
is positive, but there are 
still some challenges 
for tourism operators. 
One is labour shortag-
es, with accommoda-
tion and food services 

having the highest job 
vacancy rate among 
major sectors as of the 
second quarter. Another 
is rising costs, includ-
ing the spike in food 
costs since the pan-
demic. More recently, 
wildfires have taken a 
staggering toll on Jas-
per, destroying about a 
third of the town during 
peak travel season. Na-

tional Park attendance 
in Alberta was down 
more than 35% in Au-
gust compared to the 
same month last year, 
with Jasper Park fall-
ing to zero that month. 
While visitors are re-
turning, we’ll likely see 
the impact in the third 
quarter spending data.

It’s also worth noting 
that the COVID bounce 

back in foreign travel 
spending is driven by 
higher spending per 
visit, not more visits 
overall. Indeed, for-
eign visits in the first 
half of this year trailed 
2019 first half levels by 
nearly 3%. While U.S. 
travel has fully recov-
ered, overseas visits 
have not. Yet spending 
per overseas visit has 
jumped, providing an 
offset. This is import-
ant, as a full recov-
ery in non-U.S. travel 
provides a runway for 
even more growth in 
the sector.

Bottom line: The 
tourism sector has 
bounced back from 
COVID in a mean-
ingful way, and is an 
important part of the 
growth and diversifica-
tion story in Alberta.

*Non-resident visi-
tors to Canada.

**Statistics Canada 
publishes data between 
Q1 2018 and Q2 2024, 
but notes methodology 
changes in 2020 that 
may impact compari-
sons over time. 

By Mark Parsons,  
ATB ECONOMICS
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Alberta Newsprint Company wishes 
you and yours a Merry Christmas 

and all the very best in 2025! 

In the hustle and bustle of the season, splurge on moments 
of joy and togetherness. Spend time with those you 

cherish. And save the memories made along the way!

Page sponsored byPage sponsored by

 

Hear for the 
Holidays

YOU’RE INVITED TO OUR OPEN HOUSE!

December 2nd & 3rd  |  9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

780-706-2272

SPACE IS LIMITED, RSVP TODAY!

4732 50th Avenue, Unit 1, Whitecourt, AB

DON’T MISS OUT ON OUR 

EXCLUSIVE 
OPEN HOUSE OFFER! 

‘TIS THE SEASON 
TO CELEBRATE 
THE JOY OF SOUND. 

RSVP and receive:
Free demonstration of the latest 
in hearing solution technology

Free hearing assessment

Free consultation

Woodlands County 
Council recap

Woodlands Coun-
ty Council discussed 
the following items at 
their recent meeting of 
Council:

Council was updat-
ed on the public input 
for erosion mitigation 
on Old Ferry Road. A 
public input session 
was held in 2024 to re-
view available options. 
Council continues to 
review options to find 

a strategy for Old Ferry 
Road.

The regular Coun-
cil meeting scheduled 
for January 1 was can-
celled as it is a statutory 
holiday.

Upcoming 
scheduled meetings:
•	 Regular Council – 

Wednesday, Decem-
ber 18, 9:30 am

•	 Regular Council – 
Wednesday, January 

15, 5:00 pm
•	 Regular Council – 

Wednesday, January 
29, 9:30 am
Meetings are held 

in-person at the Mu-
nicipal Office in White-
court and streamed on 
the Woodlands Coun-
ty YouTube channel. 
Agenda packages are 
available on the Wood-
lands County CivicWeb 
Portal.

The PressThe Press

NOTICE OF DECISION
The following decisions were made by the Municipal Planning Commission:

Application 24-116: Unit 2, 4164 Kepler Street – Discretionary Use – Application for Retail General – Approved with Conditions.

Date of Decision(s): November 28, 2024 Appeal Closes at 4:00pm: December 19, 2024

The following decisions were made by the Development Offi cer: 

Application 24-113: Lot 12, Block 8, Plan 752 1663, 3717 37 Street – Over-width Driveway – Approved with Conditions.

Date of Decision(s): December 4, 2024   Appeal Closes at 4:00pm: December 30, 2024

An Appeal of the above decision(s) may be made by submitting a written appeal and appeal fee ($300) to the Offi ce of the Secretary of the Subdivision and Development Appeal 
Board, Town of Whitecourt Administration Building, Box 509, Whitecourt, Alberta, T7S 1N6 prior to 4:00pm on the above noted date.  Any person(s) affected by the said proposal(s), 
has the right to appeal prior to the above date.

YOUR AD
HERE!

https://whitecourtpress.com

Call 
780-706-1858
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Here’s How It Works: 
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

(March 21 - April 20)

(April 21 - May 21)

(May 22 - June 21)

(June 22 - July 22)

(July 23 - August 23)

(August 24 - September 22)

(September 23 - October 23)

(October 24 - November 22)

(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)

(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)

(January 21 - February 18)

(February 19 - March 20)

ARIES

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

HOROSCOPECROSSWORDSSUDOKU
Your pioneering spirit is in full swing this 
week, Aries. Embrace new challenges and don’t 
hesitate to get out front and take the lead. You 
just might inspire others with your confidence.

Make finances a priority this week, Taurus. A bit 
of budgeting could ease some of the financial 
stress that has been affecting you lately. Indulge 
in a small luxury as a reward for hard work. 

Conversations could be interesting this week, 
Gemini. You’re curious about what others do 
when they are home behind closed doors. Don’t 
pry too much.

Cancer, nurture your relationships this week, 
particularly if work has garnered most of your 
attention of late. Pay attention to your own 
needs, too, and enjoy some relaxation. 

Employ your natural charisma to forge new con-
nections and network at upcoming events, Leo. 
You are good at sharing ideas and expressing 
yourself with confidence. 

Tackle one job at a time and focus on what is 
important to get done this week, Virgo. It can 
be easy to get side-tracked by side projects. Or 
that might be your way to procrastinate.

Libra, surround yourself with positive influ-
ences this week. You want others supporting 
you at every turn while you take on an import-
ant project that comes up.

Use your intense focus and attention to de-
tail to delve into projects that require those 
specific skills, Scorpio. In fact, someone may 
ask you to work on a project for these traits.

Embrace the unknown this week. Let yourself 
get led off in different directions from those 
you normally travel, Sagittarius. Who knows 
what you may find along the way? 

Revisit your goals and make a plan for the fu-
ture, Capricorn. Remember to take the peo-
ple closest to you into consideration. Do not 
trample them in the process of getting ahead.

Aquarius, collaborate with like-minded in-
dividuals who are ready to think outside the 
box. It is amazing what you can accomplish 
when you multiply your power.

You might need to warm up before the creative 
energy starts to flow, Pisces. Don’t worry, 
once you have the right inspiration, things will 
begin moving at a rapid pace.

Crossword Clues
CLUES ACROSS
  1. Thou __ do it
  6. Sino-Soviet block (abbr.)
  9. Brainstem part
 13. Town in New York state
 14. Little (Spanish)
 15. Continent
 16. Retch
 17. Short-billed rails
 18. Small period of time 
(abbr.)
 19. Confused
 21. A team needs one
 22. Woman in ancient times
 23. Republican Party
 24. Spanish be
 25. “The Godfather” 
character Johnny
 28. Not around
 29. City in Zambia
 31. A type of beginning
 33. Numb
 36. Gurus

 38. Small, gray-headed crow
 39. Vehicle type
 41. Disorders
 44. One point east of 
southeast
 45. Indian soldier
 46. Tree type
 48. Midway between south 
and southeast
 49. It cools your home
 51. Corn comes on it
 52. Ship’s deck
 54. A way to bake
 56. Improvised
 60. Butterfly genus
 61. Baseball fields have them
 62. Designated space
 63. Discharge
 64. Two of something
 65. Once more
 66. Part of your face
 67. Tax collector
 68. Cassia tree

 CLUES DOWN
  1. One-time Aaron Rodgers 
target
  2. Wings
  3. Overly studious person
  4. They protect your 
valuables
  5. The Volunteer State
  6. Non-hydraulic cement
  7. Horse mackerel
  8. Jackson and Diddley are 
two
  9. Splendid displays
 10. Mountain in NE Greece
 11. A daughter or your 
brother or sister
 12. German surname
 14. Having more than one 
husband at a time
 17. Romanian city
 20. Energy
 21. Makes less hot
 23. Gas diffusion electrode
 25. Former CIA
 26. Set an example for others
 27. Support of a particular 

person
 29. One from the Big Apple
 30. Mountain range
 32. Violate the sanctity of 
something
 34. Supervises flying
 35. Talks
 37. Persian male given name
 40. Born  of
 42. Forcibly take one’s 
possessions
 43. Discounts
 47. Knockouts
 49. Posh Colorado destination
 50. Form of therapy
 52. British rock band
 53. Type of virus (abbr.)
 55. The U. of Miami mascot 
is one
 56. Volcanic crater
 57. Middle Eastern nation
 58. Sinn __, Irish organization
 59. Ethiopian lake
 61. Bits per inch (abbr.)
 65. Equally

WORDS
BANANAGRAMS
BINGO
BRAIN TEASER

CHECKERS
CHESS
COMPUTERS
CROSSWORD

CRYPTOGRAM
DEXTERITY
HIDDEN PICTURE
JIGSAW

LOGIC
MATHEMATICAL
MAZE
PLAYING CARDS

PUZZLE
SUDOKU
SUMS
TETRIS

UNO
VIDEO GAMES
WORD SEARCH
WORDLE
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Tri-Logging 
is against 
bullying

Putting a face 
on suicide

Every 40 seconds somewhere around the world 
someone dies by suicide, that’s 99 people every 66 
minutes. Every day, that’s almost 100 people in the 

United States alone, and over 2160 worldwide. Putting 
a Face on Suicide (PAFOS) is a suicide awareness proj-

ect that creates posters and videos to pay tribute to 
those we have lost to suicide with dignity and respect. 

PAFOS humanizes the daunting statistics; lovingly 
replacing numbers with faces.

Have you been bullied, and want to share your story? 
Email wctpress@telus.net All submissions remain confidential 

If your life is in danger  
or you know someone’s life is in danger  

DIAL EMERGENCY NOW 911!
If you are experiencing suicidal thoughts, 

you need to know that you’re not alone. You 
can also call if you are not in crisis, seeking 

additional information. The new Canada 
Suicide Prevention Service (CSPS), by Crisis 

Services Canada, enables callers anywhere in 

Canada to access crisis support by phone, in 
French or English: toll-free 1-833-456-4566 

Available 24/7
Crisis Text Line (Powered by Kids Help 

Phone) Canada Wide free, 24/7 texting service 
is accessible immediately to youth anywhere 

in Canada by texting TALK to 686868 to reach 
an English speaking Crisis Responder and 

TEXTO to 686868 to reach a French-speaking 
Crisis Responder on any text/ 

SMS enabled cell phone.
KidsHelpPhone Ages 20 Years and Under 

in Canada 1-800-668-6868 (Online or on 
the Phone). First Nations and Inuit Hope for 
Wellness 24/7 Help Line 1-855-242-3310

Canadian Indian Residential Schools Crisis 
Line 1-866-925-4419

Trans LifeLine – All Ages 1-877-330-6366

NEED HELP? CALL ANYTIME! (24-7)
Mental Health Helpline 1-877-303-2642 

• Addiction Helpline 1-866-332-2322 • Health Link 811

The PressThe Press
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HOLIDAY SCHEDULE TRANSFER STATIONS & WASTE COLLECTIONHOLIDAY SCHEDULE TRANSFER STATIONS & WASTE COLLECTION

WASTE COLLECTION
Fort Assiniboine Holiday Pickup 

No Change to schedule for pick ups

Monday, December 16, 2024 • Monday, December 23, 2024 • Monday, December 30, 2024

Blue Ridge Holiday Pickup 

Friday, December 20, 2024 • Tuesday, December 31, 2024 •Friday, January 3, 2025

TRANSFER STATIONS: Anselmo, Doris Creek, Goose Lake

Open
Saturday, December 28, 2024 
Sunday, December 29, 2024 
Tuesday, December 31, 2024

Closed
Tuesday, December 24, 2024 
Wednesday, December 25, 2024 
Wednesday, January 1, 2025

Awaiting a special guest

The large, wooden nativity scene in front of St. Joseph's Roman Catholic Church 
is awaiting a special little visitor, who won't make his grand arrival until Christmas 
Day. The detailed art pieces are worth a drive up the parking lot for a closer view.

RCMP ROYAL CANADIAN 
MOUNTED POLICE

Swan Hills RCMP 
respond to house 

explosion
On December 2, at 

approximately 3:55 
a.m., Swan Hills 
RCMP and emergen-
cy services attended 
a residence, located 
on Pan Am Street, for 
an explosion. Prelimi-

nary information sug-
gested that the cause 
was likely a gas leak. 
The residence did not 
have any occupants. 
Multiple homes and 
vehicles in the sur-
round area sustained 
damages. At this time 
there are no reported 
injuries.
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www.chasingmortgages.ca
10525 170 St NW Unit 107, Edmonton, AB T5P 4W2

Cell: 780.907.0862 Fax: 1.877.239.8430
Email: chase.leitner@mortgagegroup.com

Chase Leitner Mortgage Associate

Dedicated to Helping You Achieve 
Your Homeownership Dreams

Residential Mortgages • First-Time Homebuyer • Refi nancing
Mortgage Pre-Approvals • Client-Focused Solutions

As a licensed mortgage agent with the 
Mortgage Group (TMG) and extensive 
experience in � nancial services, I am 
committed to providing clients with tailored 
solutions for their mortgage needs. 
Whether you’re a � rst-time 
homebuyer, looking to 
re� nance, or seeking 
investment opportunities, 
my goal is to make 
the mortgage process 
smooth, transparent, and 
stress-free.

Having completed my 
education through the Real 
Estate School of Alberta, I am licensed with 
both AMBA and RECA. I bring a client-� rst 
approach, combining industry knowledge 
with personalized service. My mission is to 
guide individuals and families through one 

of the most signi� cant � nancial decisions of 
their lives, ensuring they feel con� dent every 
step of the way.

I also collaborate closely with 
experienced industry professionals, 

including my mentor Mike 
LaRue, to continually re� ne 
and expand my expertise. 
Together, we are building a 
team dedicated to delivering 

exceptional mortgage 
services.

At the heart of my work is a 
passion for helping people secure the 

home of their dreams while building lasting 
relationships based on trust and integrity. As I 
grow in this � eld, I’m committed to providing 
an exceptional client experience that is as 
rewarding as it is reliable.

The PressThe Press
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Thu., Dec. 12
Mainly sunny

30%
-1ºC
-5ºC

S 5 km/h
-

Sat., Dec. 14
Mainly sunny

40%
-8ºC
-11ºC

E 11 km/h
-

 Sun., Dec. 15
Cloudy with flurries

60%
-9ºC
-13ºC

W 6 km/h
~1cm

Fri., Dec. 13
Sunny 
10%
1ºC

-11ºC
W 15 km/h

-

Wed., Dec. 11
Chance of flurries

40%
-2ºC
-6ºC

E 5 km/h
<1cm

Auctions
MEIER GUN AUCTION, 
Saturday, December 21 - 
10 am, Wetaskiwin - Sell-
ing over 200 Rifles, Shot 
Guns, Antique Firearms, 
Ammunition, Scopes. 
Consign now. Free Pick-
up. Call 780-440-1860; 
www.meierauction.com.

Buildings for Sale
INTEGRITY POST FRAME 
BUILDINGS since 2008 
BUILT WITH CONCRETE 
POSTS. Barns, Shops, 
Riding Arenas, Machine 
Sheds and more, sales@
integritybuilt.com 1-866-
974-7678 www.integrity-
built.com.

Career Training
GET YOUR MESSAGE 
SEEN ACROSS Alberta. 
The Blanket Classifieds 
or Value Ads reach over 
600,000 Alberta read-
ers weekly. Two options 
starting at $269 or $799 
to get your message out! 
Business changes, hir-
ing, items for sale, can-
cellations, tenders, etc. 

People are increasingly 
staying home and rely on 
their local newspapers 
for information. KEEP 
people in the loop with 
over 75 Weekly Com-
munity Newspapers. Call 
THIS NEWSPAPER now 
or  email classifieds@
awna.com  for details. 
1-800-282-6903, 780-
434-8746  www.awna.
com.

Commercial Property
BLANKET THE PROV-
INCE with a classified ad. 
Only $269/wk (based on 
25 words or less). Reach 
almost 80  weekly news-
papers. Call NOW for 
details. 1-800-282-6903 
; www.awna.com; email 
classifieds@awna.com.

Feed and Seed
ALBERTA FEED GRAIN: 
Buying Oats, Barley, 
Wheat, Canola, Peas, 
Screenings, Mixed Grains. 
Dry, Wet, Heated, or 
Spring Thresh. Prompt 
Payment. In House 
Trucks, In House Excreta 

Cleaning. Vac Rental. 
1-888-483-8789.

Services
CRIMINAL RECORD? 
Why suffer employment/
licensing loss? Travel/
business opportunities? 
Be embarrassed? Think: 
Criminal Pardon. US entry 
waiver. Record purge. File 
destruction. Free consul-
tation. 1-800-347-2540. 
www.accesslegalmjf.com.

PRIVATE MORTGAGE 
LENDER. All real estate 
types considered. No cred-
it checks done. Deal direct 
with lender and get quick 
approval. Toll free 1-866-
405-1228; www.firstand-
secondmortgages.ca.

Wanted
CASH FOR COIN COL-
LECTIONS & COIN AC-
CUMULATION'S! Also 
buying all Gold, Silver, 
Old Jewelry, Nuggets, 
Sterling, Bullion, Ingots, 
Royal Canadian Mint 
Coins, Rare Coins +, Todd 
780-504-7995.

Odds of a child becoming 
a top fashion designer: 1 in 7,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed
with autism: 1 in 110

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autisms peaks.org

Some signs to look for:

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

© 2010 Autism Speaks Inc. “Autism Speaks” and “It’s Time To Listen” & design are trademarks owned by Autism Speaks Inc. All rights reserved.

Local news printed 
on local newsprint

Please visit www.whitecourt.ca for all 
employment opportunities and details 
on how to apply.

If you enjoy a fast-paced, progressive work environment and 
you have a passion for serving the local community then this 
may be the opportunity for you! We believe that our values of 
diversity, collaboration, innovation and mutual respect bring 
out the best in our team, and we are currently looking to fi ll the 
following positions:

Job#: 24-062, Fire Department Training Offi cer, 
Permanent, Full-time Position.
Job#: 24-063, Home Support Team Lead, Contract, Part-
time Position.
Job#: 24-064, Home Support Worker, Contract, Part-time 
Position. 

The PressThe Press
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Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858

A locally owned and family operated 
newspaper serving Whitecourt

The Press is printed on high quality newsprint using 
vegetable based ink. We encourage you to share, save, 

reuse, rehash & recycle.

Published every wednesday

The PressThe Press

Dollar Values as of December 11, 2024

One Canadian Dollar = 0.70 US Dollar
at an exchange rate of 0.7063 (using nominal rate).

Money Matters

Letter to the Editor policy
The Press welcomes readers to write letters to the 
Editor. A maximum of 300 words is preferred but not 
necessary. Letters must carry a first name or two 
initials with surname and include an address and 
daytime telephone number. All letters are subject to 
editing. Please email letters to wctpress@gmail.com.

Shift Incentive for Overnights

Local news printed 
on local newsprint
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CROSSWORDSWORD SEARCH

SUDOKU

PUZZLES SOLUTIONS

How the Community Lunch Box 
feeds the community's kids

The Community Lunch Box Society recently showed what a typical week of food delivery looks like for the non-profit. On 
Monday and Wednesday last week, a Lunch Box crew picked up food items for local stores and delivered them to seven 
schools, and several program providers, including the Whitecourt and District Public Library and the BGC (Boys and Girls 
Club). Kids definitely learn better on a full stomach.

Lunch Box volunteer 
Shawna Binkley helping 
drop off food to Hilltop.

Some of the 
weekly food 
prepared at IGA.

The PressThe Press
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Thank you to all those loving 
families who've adopted the 

pets at the Whitecourt Vet Clinic. 

Whitecourt Veterinary 
Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave

We're there 
where you need 

us most!

Providing Traffic 
Control and Piloting

Road Monitoring 
& Radar Services

Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties

780-865-5815

• Traffic Control 
Personnel

• Provide service for 
emergency lane or road 

closures
• Construction 
zzone set ups

DEBT PROBLEMS??? 
780-424-9944

FREE Consultation
www.DEBTFREE.ca

A.C. Waring 
& Associates Inc. 

 Licensed Insolvency Trustee 
Trustee in Bankruptcy

Foreclosure Fear?
Wage Garnishment?

Call Us.  Talk to Us.  We can help you NOW.

Bank Loan Recalled?
Mortgage/Rent Arrears?

LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT
LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT


