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santa’s Test Run on a
open sleigh

One of Don's favourite images. See story page 2.

Just a phone call

away from your
home buying and
selling needs.

" TOLARGE
PIZZAS ADD

2 MEDIUM 2-TOPPER PIZZAS

4+ NEW 4PC CHEESECAKE
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Santa’s Test Run on a
one-horse open sleigh

| By Serena Lapointe

For twelve years, a
local family has shared
their love of Christmas
and horses with folks
across the area. The My-
ers Family, comprised
of Donald and his wife,
Lavonne, and their two
grown daughters, Mel-
anie and Reena, have
been running an event
they call Santa’s Test
Run since 2013.

That year, Don had
pulled out his buggy
and took family and
friends out for a ride.
“We had just gotten the
horse trained to pull
it,” he said. Then they
had an idea. What if he
dressed up as Santa on
Christmas Eve, went to
the service road where
Lonira Road meets
Highway 43 and waved
at passing vehicles?
The decision ended up
being a good one.

Reena, who lives in
Grande Prairie, was
visiting for the holidays
when they decided to
do it. She and her sister,
on horseback, joined
her dad on the buggy,
and the trio made their
way to the highway. “It
was priceless watch-
ing all the people do a
double take to ensure
they saw it correctly,”
she explained. “It was
Christmas Eve, so we
waved to everyone
travelling that day.

We had a couple of
people stop and ask if
they could take pictures.
We thought it would be
fun to give people a lit-
tle joy during this time
of year.”

The following year,
the group decided to do
it again, but they decid-
ed to give people the
chance to go for a little
ride in the buggy this
time. Rather than take
any money, the Myers
crew fundraised for lo-
cal organizations like
the Whitecourt Food
Bank and the Christ-
mas Hamper.

“Our first year doing
the actual Test Run, we
collected some stuff for
the food bank and some
cash, which we donat-
ed to the Christmas
Hamper. The following
years greatly increased
in people attending and
donating. We had peo-
ple asking on Facebook
what date it would be
happening,” said Don.

“We like the response

from people, which
made us decide to
continue it every year.
Even during Covid, we
had a great response
from the public. Even
though we had to put
some strict protocols in
place,” explained Don.

When asked why he
wanted to raise mon-
ey and goods for local
groups, Don said it
was all in how he was
raised. “I was taught by
my parents to be kind
and helpful to people
less fortunate than us.
I feel it’s important to
recognize all people re-
gardless of their status.
We have always been
fortunate to have most
things we wanted in
life. I have witnessed
some dear friends
growing up who were
less fortunate than us,
and our family always
helped them.”

Getting to play the jol-
ly fellow is something
that Don looks forward
to every year. “It is a
great feeling. I enjoy the
looks of the children. I
even had one older lady
who had never had a
buggy ride, and she was
so excited to have one.
That’s the feeling I get
when someone enjoys
what I’'m doing. I think
I enjoy it as much as the
kids do!”

Melanie said watch-
ing her dad dress up
as Santa is as much a
tradition for her as it
is for others. She even
regularly dresses up as
Mrs. Claus. “It is so fun
as he loves all the chil-
dren and the looks of
joy they have for Santa.
It makes me feel warm
inside knowing it makes
their day and is a tradi-
tion for them.” She add-
ed that celebrating the
season in a big way also
keeps the memory of
passed family members
at the forefront. “This
is something our fam-
ily before would have
loved to do as they all
loved this time of year.”

Several years in,
Melanie, her mom and
sister, and a neighbour
started putting together
little ornament crafts
and gave them out.
“Some people have
been coming for a while
now and look forward
to the ornament. They
collect them. 1 love
seeing the happiness
in all the children that
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Not just anyone can dress up as Santa and bring the season’s magic to life. It takes
a special person with a sparkle in their eyes to do the role justice. For the last twelve
years, an area man has been one of a few long-standing Santa stand-ins locally that
has done the job right. Pictured is Year one, down on the service road by Lonira Rd,
waving at Hwy 43 drivers on Christmas Eve.
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Don, Melanie (right) and a helper elf.

come through and their
parents.”

For Reena, coming
down for the yearly
tradition is a given for
her. “I like being part of
it so that I can see the
joy on the faces of ev-
eryone who gets to go
on the ride. One of my
favourite parts is seeing
how much fun my dad
has with it. It also helps
bring my grandfathers,
who would have had so
much fun with it, back
into our hearts,” she ex-
plained.

In the last few years,
the group moved San-
ta’s Test Run to the
Blue Ridge Communi-
ty Centre.

“We teamed up with
the Blue Ridge Com-
munity League and Li-
brary to coordinate with
their Christmas party. It
gives people something
to do while waiting for
the ride, like skating
and crafts. They also
supply hotdogs and hot

chocolate by the fire
pit,” explained Don.
The event normally
happens early in De-
cember but was side-
lined this year due to a
big dip in the thermo-
stat. It was the first year
that the Myers family
was unable to do San-
ta’s Test Run in the way
they had been. “Our
family is disappoint-
ed that we can’t have

the event this year. It’s
the first time we hav-
en’t done it since we
started. There was one
year we had to cancel
our original date, but
we made an alterna-
tive date work. Unfor-
tunately, this year, we
can’t do that.”

Don, Lavonne, Mela-
nie and Reena will miss
seeing all the faces and
sharing in the Christ-

mas joy they have
grown accustomed to.
Don said they are all
eager to get back to it
next year. “Our family
would like to thank all
past, present and future
Santa’s Test Run help-
ers who have helped
us keep this family
tradition alive for so
many years with such
a great response. Merry
Christmas to all!”

PUBLIC NOTICE

REGISTRAR OF MOTOR VEHICLE SERVICES DECLARATION

SERVICE ALBERTA AND RED TAPE REDUCTION

Due to the Canada Post mail strike, expiry dates for the interim driver’s licence
issued from November 1, 2024 to January 14, 2025 are extended to expire

on February 15, 2025. Albertans with interim driver’s licences can continue to
operate a motor vehicle while awaiting the final driver’s licence card once mail
service is reinstated. Motor Vehicle Services continue to be delivered through
Alberta’s Registry Agents and online.

Visit Alberta.ca for additional information

Alberton
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Couer de Lion stainless

“Arctic Sunrise” on
Christmas morning
with this brilliant
White Gold
Canadian Diamond

Penc],ant. $4,995

_ steel Black Geocube E
Yellow and "‘ with Pearls necklace. 5
& White Gold | % $340 _\';.
¥ :‘I | “Love Grown” . M o _‘__f."_' =
I UieE| Gent’s 0.75¢ct >
- Lal)-grown
i Diamond Ring Ma’cching Earrings and Bracelet available.
$2,199
Dl‘aW YOUI QWH up to 50% OFF*
l Experience an DI S COUNT With qualifying purchase

over $99*

until December 24

*Excluding repairs, special orders and gift certificates.

Stainless Steel 247
two-tone franco chain.

$150

JEWELLERS

5012 - 50th Street

Whitecourt

Phone: 780-778-3302

www.cainesjewellers.com
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OW RATES.

dVIORE SAVINGS.

EPC<R

Customers are free to purchase natural gas or electricity services from a retailer of their choice.
For alist of retailers, visit ucahelps.alberta.ca or call 310-4822 (toll free in Alberta).



Compassionately serving families in Whitecourt, ' 2024)
Mayerthorpe, and surrounding communities since 1941. —

+ Personalized Ceremonies  + Reception Catering /Flowers k iy |
4 . We will help | + Pre-amanged Funeral Plans + Monument Tributes Park Memorial..
you with: + Clergy / Church and Halls  + Grief Support I ' Funeral Home & Crematorium

Wheelchair Accessible (& + Obituary Notices + Assistance with CPP Applications

SCHOOL NEWS

www.parkmemarial.cam

Pat Hardy students in 3Doble earned a special PJ and Fort Day
through their hard work, with stuffed animals adding to the

excitement!

From building snowmen to
the schoolyard at Pat Hardy Primary School buzzes with
laughter and energy.
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YOUR ONLY LOCAL CARRIER SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1950

_ - Proud supporter of
| "8 our local Organizations / HITECOURT

i 780'778'2226 TRANSFORT INC.

Supporting growth in Whltecourt s;nce 1922
we salute our not- for ~profit commumty

" Millar Western Forest Products Ltd.
a resourceful company « = \

Soaring Eagle Support Society

ﬁering support services for marginalized individuals
e Qutreach worker, laundry and shower facilities
by appt e Tax program & Bag Lunch Program

5027 - 51 Avenue, Open: Monday to Friday 10am - 4pm 780-396-8777

@ WHITECOURT GROUP OF
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS

All meetings are in person and online (hybrid)

« Mondays 7:00pm

« Wednesdays 7:30pm
Meetings held at the Family Worship Center upstairs.
Z00M ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude

WHITECOURT Providing timely and

CAN C ER & easily accessible'ﬁnancial

support for Whitecourt

W ELLN ES S patients and their families
SOCIETY who are dealingwitha

cancer diagnosis.

This can include help with parking costs for
hospital visits, living expenses and unforeseen
medical expenses. Applications can be made
through the Drs at both Whitecourt Medical
Clinics or (office hours, can leave a message):
Kim Nendsa (President of Whitecourt
Cancer & Wellness Society) 780-778-0932
Aimee Grierson 780-262-0222

https://wctcancerwellness.com/

“*Monthly meetings have been postponed due to
COVID-19

WHITECOURT "Serving the community for over 30 years"

The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food
FDO in order to help families in need.

ﬁaﬂb Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm
Phone: 780-778-2341

Located within the Carlan Services Community Centre

The Whitecourt Food Bank is operated by the Town of
Whitecourt Food Bank Coordinator and dependent on
volunteers to operate. The Food Bank relies on donations
of cash or food from individuals and organizations. Local
grocery stores drop off baked goods including bread and
pastries weekly. Other corporations and schools

schedule food drives throughout the year.
Open: Mon, Wed, & Fri 11 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Phone: 780-778-2341

LORNE'S BLANKET
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We exist-to.help_ hnmeless
men get back on their feet.

If you know of any male requiring assistance, please
Gall Lorne's Blanket at 780-778-0952

2YTCRIL e Wellspring Provide ‘ia!b]tf]tf[: 5 tive Hesidential
ellspring Provides a Safe, Short Term, Supportive Hesidentia
780 ‘I?a‘ﬁzug Enviroaeent [or Wianen With or Without Children, Flecing
1.800.467.4049 Family Vielenies & 'I::\|n-| T (T Crisks
WELLSPRING Outreach Support ng: an:
FAMILY RESGURLCE Ougoing Support, Advocacy, Follow- R S | port Groups
& CRISIS CENTRE Womet, Men and Youth in Whit ied S | 1
Comin --mirie-
@whitecourt_shelter Child Support Program:
Child Care & Aller School Programs - Age Approprinte Progrums &
Supporl for Children Wihio Have Been Alfected By Family Violence

Preventative Education:
o [ Prowides Wiorkshops, Information ond Awareness to Sclwools,
] (?E'Fl‘f?}'{g' Copummmmty Drgnauzstioos, Agences nod Businesses
Lb_ Family Resource & Crisis Centre

www.whitecourtshelter.ca

GRIEFRYSHARE

Support group on Tuesdays 6:30pm - 8:30 pm,
starting September 17, 2024 at Crossroads
Community Church, 4419 44 Ave, Mayerthorpe.
935 includes 12 weekly sessions.
Pre-register by calling 780-786-2533.

Whitecourt Alcoholics
Anonymous Group

Meetings are three times each week

« Monday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
* Wednesday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
« Friday 8:00 pm —9:00 pm
New Women's AA Group on Saturdays @11 am

Located at the United Church Basement 5201 - 50 St
Please Leave a Message for AA member (780)424-5900
or Contact Addictions Helpline @1(866)332-2322
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Back in business:

By Mark Parsons,
ATB ECONOMICS

Can you think of an
industry more impacted
by the pandemic than
tourism? International
travel came to a virtual
halt, depriving the in-
dustry of revenues.

Given the severity
of the disruptions, it’s
hard to imagine that
tourism spending could
ever recover. But that’s
exactly what has hap-
pened.

Recently  released
data show that for-
eign* visitor spending
in Alberta hit a record
high in the first half of
2024 at $1.2 billion.
That’s  6.6% higher
than the same time last
year, with spending up
across all categories.

It was overseas visi-
tors that contributed the
most in the first half,
spending $621 mil-
lion—up 13.7% from
the first half of 2023.
Spending by Americans
accounted for $592 mil-
lion, on par with the
same time last year.

Taking a longer view,
foreign visitor spend-

ing in Alberta was 36%
higher than the first half
of 2019—prior to the
pandemic. That’s the
largest increase among
the provinces and far
outpacing the national
9% increase.**
Foreign tourist
spending provides a
significant boost to the
province, as it is ‘incre-
mental’ or new mon-
ey coming in. But it is
just one component of
tourism spending. The
other larger categories
are spending by other
Canadians and Alber-
tans themselves. These
categories are available
on an annual basis and
were recently discussed
in the November 22
edition of the Seven.
Tourism is part of the
growth-broadening sto-
ry we’ve been talking
about. Oil production
and home construction
are driving growth this
year, but a wide range
of sectors are also
chipping in, from food
manufacturing, to tech-
nology, to aviation, and
of course tourism. A
weak loonie, relative to

www.whitecourtpress.com

Allberta tourism roars lback to life

2ma 2me

Recreation and entertainment

Foreign* tourism spending in Alberta (sme)
First half of each year, S million

B Accommodation [l Clothing and gifts | Food and beverage
Transportation [J] Other

2020 2021

2022
*Mon-resident visitors o Canada. Source: Statistics Canada Table 24-10-0046-01 ATE Economics

2023 2024

the greenback, is also
making travel more
affordable for U.S. vis-
itors and will continue
to encourage visits to
the province.

The trend in spending
is positive, but there are
still some challenges
for tourism operators.
One is labour shortag-
es, with accommoda-
tion and food services

having the highest job
vacancy rate among
major sectors as of the
second quarter. Another
is rising costs, includ-
ing the spike in food
costs since the pan-
demic. More recently,
wildfires have taken a
staggering toll on Jas-
per, destroying about a
third of the town during
peak travel season. Na-

tional Park attendance
in Alberta was down
more than 35% in Au-
gust compared to the
same month last year,
with Jasper Park fall-
ing to zero that month.
While visitors are re-
turning, we’ll likely see
the impact in the third
quarter spending data.
It’s also worth noting
that the COVID bounce

back in foreign travel
spending is driven by
higher spending per
visit, not more visits
overall. Indeed, for-
eign visits in the first
half of this year trailed
2019 first half levels by
nearly 3%. While U.S.
travel has fully recov-
ered, overseas Visits
have not. Yet spending
per overseas visit has
jumped, providing an
offset. This is import-
ant, as a full recov-
ery in non-U.S. travel
provides a runway for
even more growth in
the sector.

Bottom line: The
tourism  sector has
bounced back from
COVID in a mean-
ingful way, and is an
important part of the
growth and diversifica-
tion story in Alberta.

*Non-resident  visi-
tors to Canada.

**Statistics Canada
publishes data between
Q1 2018 and Q2 2024,
but notes methodology
changes in 2020 that
may impact compari-
sons over time.
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CHRISTMAS

.

n November 15, 2024, Mary
Joann Johnson of Trochu,

Johnson, Mary Joann

January 29, 1936 — November 15, 2024

AB, formerly of Quesnel
and Fort Nelson, BC peacefully
passed away at the age of 88

years.

Mary will be lovingly
remembered by her children,

Karey and Barb, both of Whitecourt,

AB and Kathy (Darcy) of Prince George,

BC; grandchildren, Lance, Jamie and Randi
(Layne); great-grandchildren, Rhys, Brier,
Willem, Raina and Alina; brother, Grant; sister,
Dawn (Ron); and many more dear relatives and

friends.

Mary was predeceased by her husband, Gord
Crawford (2002); brother, Cliff; and sister, Pat (Larry).
Thank you to the doctors and staff at the
Rimbey and Mayerthorpe Extendicares for the
kind care shown to Mary.
In accordance with Mary’s wishes, no public
ceremony will be held.
In recognition of Mary’s deep love for
animals, the family requests that you honour
her memory with donations to a local animal

rescue.

Photos, memories and condolences may be
shared through www.parkmemorial.com
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Page sponsored by

Alberta Newsprint Company wishes
you and yours a Merry Christmas
and all the very best in 2025!

In the hustle and bustle of the season, splurge on moments

of joy and togetherness. Spend time with those you
cherish. And save the memories made along the way!

For all open career opportunities, please check out
our website at albertanewsprint.com = Careers.

Woodlands County
Council recap

Woodlands  Coun- a strategy for Old Ferry 15, 5:00 pm

ty Council discussed Road. * Regular Council —

the following items at The regular Coun- Wednesday, January

their recent meeting of cil meeting scheduled 29, 9:30 am

Council: for January 1 was can- Meetings are held

Council was updat- celled asitisastatutory in-person at the Mu-

ed on the public input holiday. nicipal Office in White-

for erosion mitigation Upcoming court and streamed on YOU’RE INVITED TO OUR OPEN HOUSE!

on Old Ferry Road. A scheduled meetings: the Woodlands Coun- e

public input session ¢ Regular Council — ty YouTube channel. December 2™ & 3 | 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

was held in 2024 to re- Wednesday, Decem- Agenda packages are P

view available options. ber 18, 9:30 am available on the Wood- SR

Council continues to < Regular Council — lands County CivicWeb e

review options to find Wednesday, January Portal. ‘TIS THE SEASON
TO CELEBRATE EXCLUSIVE
THE JOY OF SOUND.

RSVP and receive:

~ @ Free demonstration of the latest
*in hearing solution technology

\

® Free hearing assessment

e Free consultation AR

SPACE IS LIMITED, RSVP TODAY!

HEARING CARE = 780-706-2272
RD) D O CTO R S 4732 50" Avenue, Unit 1, Whitecourt, AB

PUBLIC NOTICE

www.whitecourt.ca | facebook.comiTownofWhitecourt | 780-778-2273

NOTICE OF DECISION

The following decisions were made by the Municipal Planning Commission:

Application 24-116: Unit 2, 4164 Kepler Street — Discretionary Use — Application for Retail General — Approved with Conditions.

Date of Decision(s): November 28, 2024 Appeal Closes at 4:00pm: December 19, 2024

The following decisions were made by the Development Officer:

Application 24-113: Lot 12, Block 8, Plan 752 1663, 3717 37 Street — Over-width Driveway — Approved with Conditions.

Date of Decision(s): December 4, 2024 Appeal Closes at 4:00pm: December 30, 2024

An Appeal of the above decision(s) may be made by submitting a written appeal and appeal fee ($300) to the Office of the Secretary of the Subdivision and Development Appeal

Board, Town of Whitecourt Administration Building, Box 509, Whitecourt, Alberta, T7S 1N6 prior to 4:00pm on the above noted date. Any person(s) affected by the said proposal(s),
has the right to appeal prior to the above date.




www.whitecourtpress.com

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you'll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
9 puzzle will have
you hooked from
7 the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

w
=~ | Q0§ |

4 8|1
7 9 1

Level: intermediate

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 99 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Crossword Clues

CLUES ACROSS
1.Thou _doit
6. Sino-Soviet block (abbr.)
9. Brainstem part
13. Town in New York state
14. Little (Spanish)
15. Continent
16. Retch
17. Short-billed rails
18. Small period of time
(abbr.)
19. Confused
21. A team needs one
22. Woman in ancient times
23. Republican Party
24. Spanish be
25. “The Godfather”
character Johnny
28. Not around
29. City in Zambia
31. Atype of beginning
33. Numb
36. Gurus

38. Small, gray-headed crow
39. Vehicle type

41. Disorders

44. One point east of
southeast

45. Indian soldier

46. Tree type

48. Midway between south
and southeast

49. It cools your home

51. Corn comes on it

52. Ship’s deck

54. A way to bake

56. Improvised

60. Butterfly genus

61. Baseball fields have them
62. Designated space

63. Discharge

64. Two of something

65. Once more

66. Part of your face

67. Tax collector

68. Cassia tree

1 2 |3 [4 |5 & [7 |8 g [0 [11 |12 |
13 14 15
[ 17 18
19 20 21 1 |
23 %
29 30
34 35
39 40
43 aa | |
(5 47 @ | | |
52 53
57 |58 |59
60 61 62
&3 ] 65 1 |
-1 67 [
CLUES DOWN person
1. One-time Aaron Rodgers 29. One from the Big Apple
target 30. Mountain range
2. Wings 32. Violate the sanctity of

3. Overly studious person
4. They protect your
valuables
5. The Volunteer State
6. Non-hydraulic cement
/. Horse mackerel
8. Jackson and Diddley are
two
9. Splendid displays
10. Mountain in NE Greece
11. A daughter or your
brother or sister
12. German surname
14. Having more than one
husband at a time
17. Romanian city
20. Energy
21. Makes less hot
23. Gas diffusion electrode
25. Former CIA
26. Set an example for others
27. Support of a particular

something

34. Supervises flying

35. Talks

37. Persian male given name
40. Born of

42. Forcibly take one’s
possessions

43. Discounts

47. Knockouts

49. Posh Colorado destination

50. Form of therapy

52. British rock band

53. Type of virus (abbr.)

55. The U. of Miami mascot
is one

56. Volcanic crater

57. Middle Eastern nation
58. Sinn __, Irish organization
59. Ethiopian lake

61. Bits per inch (abbr.)

65. Equally
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GAMES & PUZZLES WORD QARCH

B = H =X 0 ZE <N =0 mE = = & M b m e

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.
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WORDS

BANANAGRAMS
BINGO
ERAIN TEASER
CHECKERS
CHESS
COMPUTERS
CROSSWORD
CRYPTOGRAM
DEXTERITY
HIDDEN PICTURE
JIGSAW
LOGIC
MATHEMATICAL
MAZE
PLAYING CARDS
PUZILE
SUDOKU
SUMS
TETRIS
UNO
VIDEQ GAMES
WORD SEARCH
WORDLE

CHECKERS
CHESS
COMPUTERS
CROSSWORD

CRYPTOGRAM
DEXTERITY
HIDDEN PICTURE
JIGSAW

WORDS
BANANAGRAMS
BINGO

BRAIN TEASER

LOGIC
MATHEMATICAL
MAZE
PLAYING CARDS

SUMS
TETRIS

PUZZLE
SUDOKU

UNO

VIDEO GAMES
WORD SEARCH
WORDLE

SEE SOLUTIONS PAGE 1S~ Lo f ese

HOROSCOPE

Your pioneering spirit is in full swing this
week, Aries. Embrace new challenges and don’t
hesitate to get out front and take the lead. You
just might inspire others with your confidence.

d21- )
(April 21 - May 21) %l

Make finances a priority this week, Taurus. A bit
of budgeting could ease some of the financial
stress that has been affecting you lately. Indulge
in a small luxury as a reward for hard work.

GEMINL o) QA9

Conversations could be interesting this week,
Gemini. You’re curious about what others do
when they are home behind closed doors. Don’t

pry too much.
Cancer, nurture your relationships this week,
particularly if work has garnered most of your
attention of late. Pay attention to your own
needs, too, and enjoy some relaxation.

)
(July 23 - August 23) ';%‘ l
. "‘

Employ your natural charisma to forge new con-
nections and network at upcoming events, Leo.
You are good at sharing ideas and expressing
yourself with confidence.

(August 24 - September 22) M l
iy

Tackle one job at a time and focus on what is
important to get done this week, Virgo. It can
be easy to get side-tracked by side projects. Or
that might be your way to procrastinate.

(September 23 - October 23) % ,

Libra, surround yourself with positive influ-
ences this week. Youwant others supporting
you at every turn while you take on an import-
ant project that comes up.

"
(October 24 - November 22) ‘ig
o

Use your intense focus and attention to de-
tail to delve into projects that require those
specific skills, Scorpio. In fact, someone may
ask you to work on a project for these traits.

(SAGITTARIUS o -os (9

Embrace the unknown this week. Let yourself
get led off in different directions from those
you normally travel, Sagittarius. Who knows
what you may find along the way?

CAPRICORN __ox2-m0 (89|

Revisit your goals and make a plan for the fu-
ture, Capricorn. Remember to take the peo-
ple closest to you into consideration. Do not
trample them in the process of getting ahead.

(January 21 - February 18) ﬁ l
)

Aquarius, collaborate with like-minded in-
dividuals who are ready to think outside the
box. It is amazing what you can accomplish
when you multiply your power.

(February 19 - March 20) ‘-.@‘;l

You might need to warm up before the creative
energy starts to flow, Pisces. Don’t worry,
once you have the right inspiration, things will
begin moving at a rapid pace.

(March 21 - April 20)
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If your life is in danger
or you know someone’s life is in danger
DIAL EMERGENCY NOW 911!

If you are experiencing suicidal thoughts,
you need to know that you're not alone. You
can also call if you are not in crisis, seeking
additional information. The new (anada
Suicide Prevention Service (CSPS), by Crisis
Services (anada, enables callers anywhere in

(anada to access crisis support by phone, in
French or English: toll-free
Available 24/7
(risis Text Line (Powered by Kids Help
Phone) Canada Wide free, 24/7 texting service
is accessible immediately to youth anywhere

in Canada by texting TALK to to reach
an English speaking Crisis Responder and
TEXTO to to reach a French-speaking Wellness 24/7 Help Line
(risis Responder on any text/ (anadian Indian Residential Schools Crisis
SMS enabled cell phone. Line
KidsHelpPhone Ages 20 Years and Under Trans LifeLine — All Ages

in Canada (Online oron
the Phone). First Nations and Inuit Hope for

Have you been bullied, and want to share your story?

Email wctpress@telus.net All submissions remain confidential

Austin
(rage
Schoonover

Every 40 seconds somewhere around the world
someone dies by suicide, that’s 99 people every 66
minutes. Every day, that’s almost 100 people in the

United States alone, and over 2160 worldwide. Putting
a Face on Suicide (PAF0S) is a suicide awareness proj-
ect that creates posters and videos to pay tribute to
those we have lost to suicide with dignity and respect.
PAFOS humanizes the daunting statistics; lovingly
replacing numbers with faces.

SPONSORED BY
Tri-Logging Ltd.

Tri-Logging
IS against
hullying

Robert Brown

Owner

3507 37th Avenue
Whitecourt, AB T7S 0C3 -

Phone 780-778-06599
Fax 780-778-8431

» Electrical & Instrumentation
« Fabrication & Modularization
* Maintenance & Turnarounds
* Insulation

+ Facility Construction

E— 780-778=-5000 - Pipeline Integrity Digs

« 24/7 Callout Services

FLINT

A Division of ClearStream

NEED HELP? CALL ANYTIME! (24-7)

Mental Health Helpline 1-877-303-2642
* Addiction Helpline 1-866-332-2322 * Health Link 811

WOMBANIA

I DEMAND TO BE PAID
AN ALLOWANCE IN
ACCORDANCE WITH
WHAT I'M WORTH/

by PETER MARINACCI

THAT'S NOT—"

Copyright 22024 Peter Marinacci All Rights Reserved.

www.wombania.com



RCMP

ROYAL CANADIAN
MOUNTED POLICE

Swan Hills RCMP
respond to house
explosion

On December 2, at
approximately  3:55
am., Swan Hills
RCMP and emergen-
cy services attended
a residence, located
on Pan Am Street, for
an explosion. Prelimi-

nary information sug-
gested that the cause
was likely a gas leak.
The residence did not
have any occupants.
Multiple homes and
vehicles in the sur-
round area sustained
damages. At this time
there are no reported
injuries.

app at Apple

AppStore and Google Play

i Goé\-_lgia Play

3 .ﬂ;..p'p.Sfo'ré

www.whitecourtpress.com

The large, wooden nativity scene in front of St. Joseph's Roman Catholic Church
is awaiting a special little visitor, who won't make his grand arrival until Christmas
Day. The detailed art pieces are worth a drive up the parking lot for a closer view.

FROM WOODLANDS COUNTY COUNCIL & STAFF

Expressing ouv deepest gratitude for your uﬁm@t and
engagement, of our municipality. We Cock fouvard to assisting
youw in the futwre and send our best wishes to yow and yowrs this
hotiday season.

WHITECOURT MUNICIPAL OFFICE &
FORT ASSINIBOINE REGIONAL OFFICE
HOLIDAY OFFICE CLOSURE

DECEMBER 25, 2024 THROUGH
JANUARY 1, 2025

"WOODLANDS

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE TRANSFER STATIONS & WASTE COLLECTION

TRANSFER STATIONS: Anselmo, Doris Creek, Goose Lake
Saturday, December 28, 2024

Open Sunday, December 29, 2024

Tuesday, December 31, 2024

Tuesday, December 24, 2024 ‘
Closed Wednesday, December 25, 2024

Wednesday, January 1, 2025

DAVE KUSCH

WASTE COLLECTION
Fort Assiniboine Holiday Pickup

No Change to schedule for pick ups

Monday, December 16, 2024 « Monday, December 23, 2024 « Monday, December 30, 2024
Blue Ridge Holiday Pickup

Friday, December 20, 2024 « Tuesday, December 31, 2024 <Friday, January 3, 2025

“WOODLANDS -
COUNTY

5 =4

o,

DEVIN WILLIAMS

JOHN BURROWS JEREMY WILHELM  BRUCE PRESTIDGE PETER 5UEIL.EEH
LCanclcr lar
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_Public Library  ArTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 # ribbon tree| 3 4 [, e 6 7
Ooomerd G & 2))
SNOWMAN =

& - CARDS "
DRIP ] o Snow Globes

8 9 10  Sock 1 o 13 14
PAPER o Hehdays
CHAINS @ =% e W '?
& \rr/ * the world .
'
15 16 17 M olfe A 18 19
A otmze | pamenma | group

20 A 21

n Craft =3 gdamie %‘\QSX” CV _
Ly | P\ .-

GNOMES —'-. ' W A

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

Afterschool Program will start
again on January 6th 2025.

All Programs: Free, Drop-In at the Library, Designed for all school ages, Run 3:30-5:30 PM

ATTENTION LAND THEMORTGAGEGROUP

THINK OUTSIDE THE BRANCH"

OWNERS _ FSHAH11’.}3‘|5
Chase Leltner Mortgage Associate
SELL YOUR STANDING

Dedicated to Helping You Achieve
CONIFER, SPRUCE AND PINE! Your Homeownership Dreams

(Minimum of 50 — 80 HCI'ES) Residential Mortgages - First-Time Homebuyer - Refinancing
Mortgage Pre-Approvals - Client-Focused Solutions

As a licensed mortgage agent with the of the most significant financial decisions of
Mortgage Group (TMG) and extensive their lives, ensuring they feel confident every
experience in financial services, | am step of the way.

committed to providing clients with tailored

solutions for their mortgage needs. I also collaborate closely with

experienced industry professionals,
including my mentor Mike
LaRue, to continually refine
and expand my expertise.
Together, we are building a
team dedicated to delivering
exceptional mortgage
services.

Whether you're a first-time
homebuyer, looking to
refinance, or seeking
investment opportunities,
my goal is to make

the mortgage process
smooth, transparent, and
stress-free.

MANAGEMENT CORP.

Having completed my
2014 education through the Real
Estate School of Alberta, | am licensed with
both AMBA and RECA. | bring a client-first
approach, combining industry knowledge
with personalized service. My mission is to
guide individuals and families through one

At the heart of my work is a

passion for helping people secure the
home of their dreams while building lasting
relationships based on trust and integrity. As |
grow in this field, I'm committed to providing
an exceptional client experience that is as
rewarding as it is reliable.

CONTACT: JOEL MELANSON

587-335-0322 Email: chase.leitner@mortgagegroup.com

j06|@larrmanagementcorp ca 10525 170 St NW Unit 107, Edmonton, AB T5P 4W2
' www.chasingmortgages.ca

Cell: 780.907.0862 Fax: 1.877.239.8430
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Creative Coloring

Color in this picture to create your own masterpiece. CANADA

VU MONTH Y

)

HISTORY
1913

The High Level
Bridge (Edmonton)
opens, with two
lanes of traffic on
the lower deck, and
two streetcar tracks
and one CPR track
on the upper deck.

Double Word Puzzile

Unscramble the words to reveal the sentence.

. KEAB

These cookies are > 1
made from a stiff ISTF
dough that is rolled -
out and cut into RLUFO 11
shapes. HCSP FOLD

6 7 gently mix one

ingredient into a
V N batter
7 4 1 6 1 2 3 3 6 1 5 1
S8D00D P3||0Y IdMSuUY UBAO 8] 108yadld Jemsuy

4° How the

e sa
that iny

3

n: ‘ Get the @
| | (DU || prcTURE?

o .. Food historians trace ginger-
E“Q"?"‘ FIOUI.' bread back to the ancient
Spanish: Harina Egyptians, who used it for

53

Italian: Farina CerTehmoniG.l burposes.

French:Farine © ancient Bresis Can you guess what
came up with the g . e 2

German: Mehl the bigger picture is?

first gingerbread
recipe.

8002 judquinyy Ajjer :Jemsuy
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Albarta
Weekly Newspapers
Association

Blanket Classified Ads

Alberta and NWT for $269 (up to 25 words) $8.00 each additional word. These ads are placed in over 100
community newspapers throughout Alberta. We can also place ads In other provinces throughout Canada.

PAGE
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0dds of a child becoming
a top fashion designer: 1in 7,000

0dds 6f a child being diagnosed
with autism: 1in110

learn more of the signs of autism, visit autisms peaks.org

x

AUTISM SPEAKS™
It's time to listen

w

\U
S0
3

N -

%

&
&
b ante

Auctions

MEIER GUN AUCTION,
Saturday, December 21 -
10 am, Wetaskiwin - Sell-
ing over 200 Rifles, Shot
Guns, Antique Firearms,
Ammunition, Scopes.
Consign now. Free Pick-
up. Call 780-440-1860;
www.meierauction.com.

Buildings for Sale
INTEGRITY POST FRAME
BUILDINGS since 2008
BUILT WITH CONCRETE
POSTS. Barns, Shops,
Riding Arenas, Machine
Sheds and more, sales@
integritybuilt.com 1-866-
974-7678 www.integrity-
built.com.

Career Training
GET YOUR MESSAGE
SEEN ACROSS Alberta.
The Blanket Classifieds
or Value Ads reach over
600,000 Alberta read-
ers weekly. Two options
starting at $269 or $799
to get your message out!
Business changes, hir-
ing, items for sale, can-
cellations, tenders, etc.

2

Our Specialist Can Help!

People are increasingly
staying home and rely on
their local newspapers
for information. KEEP
people in the loop with
over 75 Weekly Com-
munity Newspapers. Call
THIS NEWSPAPER now

or email classifieds@
awna.com for details.
1-800-282-6903, 780-
434-8746 www.awna.
com.

Commercial Property

BLANKET THE PROV-
INCE with a classified ad.
Only $269/wk (based on
25 words or less). Reach
almost 80 weekly news-
papers. Call NOW for
details. 1-800-282-6903
; www.awna.com; email
classifieds@awna.com.

Feed and Seed

ALBERTA FEED GRAIN:
Buying Oats, Barley,
Wheat, Canola, Peas,
Screenings, Mixed Grains.
Dry, Wet, Heated, or
Spring Thresh. Prompt
Payment. In House
Trucks, In House Excreta

Do You Suffer from
Foot or Ankle Pain?

Cleaning. Vac Rental.

1-888-483-8789.

Services

CRIMINAL RECORD?
Why suffer employment/
licensing loss? Travel/
business opportunities?
Be embarrassed? Think:
Criminal Pardon. US entry
waiver. Record purge. File
destruction. Free consul-
tation. 1-800-347-2540.
www.accesslegalmjf.com.

PRIVATE MORTGAGE
LENDER. All real estate
types considered. No cred-
it checks done. Deal direct
with lender and get quick
approval. Toll free 1-866-
405-1228; www.firstand-
secondmortgages.ca.

Wanted

CASH FOR COIN COL-
LECTIONS & COIN AC-
CUMULATION'S!  Also
buying all Gold, Silver,
Old Jewelry, Nuggets,
Sterling, Bullion, Ingots,
Royal Canadian Mint
Coins, Rare Coins +, Todd
780-504-7995.

?{_f"

-

Medical and Surgical Services or Treatments Provided:

- Local news printed
B on local newsprint

= Alberta
—— Newsprint

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

www.whitecourt.ca | facebook.comTownoPWhitecourt | TBO-TT8-22T3

If you enjoy a fast-paced, progressive work environment and
you have a passion for serving the local community then this
may be the opportunity for you! We believe that our values of
diversity, collaboration, innovation and mutual respect bring
out the best in our team, and we are currently looking to fill the
following positions:

Job#: 24-062, Fire Department Training Officer,
Permanent, Full-time Position.

Job#: 24-063, Home Support Team Lead, Contract, Part-
time Position.

Job#: 24-064, Home Support Worker, Contract, Part-time
Position.

Please visit www.whitecourt.ca for all

employment opportunities and details

pd
on how to apply. WhiteeOurt

Call Now
. To Book

- Your Consultation!

Phone: 587-328-0743
Fax: 1-888-289-2162

Achilles Tendon Pain Arch Rain Athlete’'s Foot
Athletic Injuries Arthritis Ankle Sprains
Bunions Corns and Calluses Diabetic Foot Care
Fungal Toenails Flatfoot Forefoot Pain

Heel Pain Hammertoes Ingrown Toenails
Prescription Custom Orthotics Warts

Dr. Ben Sefcik, DPM
Podiatrist

Advanced Health
Pharmasave
5112 50 St.
Whitecourt, AB

Evolution Foot and Ankle Clinic
www.bensefcikdpm.com

Parkland Medical
Centre
#202, 10127 121 Ave
Grande Prairie, AB

No Referral Necessary * New Patients Welcome + Covered under most Insurance Plans +

Apple Wellness Center
229 1 St. SW
Airdrie, AB

A look at the local weather Wed., Dec. 11 Thu., Dec. 12 Fri., Dec. 13 Sat., Dec. 14 Sun., Dec. 15
Chance of flurries Mainly sunny Sunny Mainly sunny Cloudy with flurries
P.O.P. 40% 30% 10% 40% 60%
High -2°C -1°C 1°C -8°C -9°C
Low -6°C -5°C -11°C -11°C -13°C
Wind E 5 km/h S 5 km/h W 15 km/h E 11 km/h W 6 km/h
24-Hr Rain / Snow <icm - - - ~icm
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Money Matters

One Canadian Dollar = 0.70 US Dollar
at an exchange rate of 0.7063 (using nominal rate).

Tim Hortons in Whitecourt is looking
to fill the following positions:
Food Service Attendant

Full Time / Shift Work

Food Service Supervisor
Full Time / Shift Work

SHIFT INCENTIVE FOR OVERNIGHTS

Please apply in person at the restaurant.

ALWAYS

4331-52 Ave Unit 1 | 4216 Elko Drive
\__Whitecourt, AB Whitecourt, AB

Letter to the Editor policy

The Press welcomes readers to write letters to the
Editor. A maximum of 300 words is preferred but not
necessary. Letters must carry a first name or two
initials with surname and include an address and
daytime telephone number. Al letters are subject to
editing. Please email letters to wetpress@gmail.com.

',
gt/

&l
Alberta
' Weekly Newspapers
Association

%’rm

A locally owned and family operated
newspaper serving Whitecourt

PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY

Contact

Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858
Email: wctpress@telus.net

a—-—J /

Alberta
. Weekly Newspapers
Association

The Press is printed on high quality newsprint using
vegetable based ink. We encourage you to share, save,
reuse, rehash & recycle.

www.whitecourtpress.com

| ged to bring a
framed ph@to of your loved one

vagfﬂﬂaﬂ' Mo(pom/ o’
X1 ¢

~He fes GOLA NGWS DD

Call Valerie Winger at 780.706.1858
or email wctpress@gmail.com

-
i |

L

||
} COIN COLLECTIONS
Loca, news prln ted CASH FOR COIN COLLECTIONS & ACCUMULATIONS
’ ’ 3 t OF COINS! ROYAL CANADIAN MINT COINS,
OLD COINS, OLD PAPER MONEY, SILVER
on oca newspr,n COINS, GOLD COINS, RARE COINS ETC
- Also buying all Silver, Gold, Nuggets,
_"'- Alberta Scrap, Coins, Old Jewelry, Bullion, Ingots,
P ] B Sterling Silver, Old Quality Watch
~— NeWSpn nt E\Lcl:rll?inglj\t’:errnot, Rollj:xl, g)meag‘; fi
AT
== Company Topp 780-504-7995
Form GA15
Notice to Creditors and Claimants
Estate of Charles Wesley Saunders
who died on 1024-10-06
{ryyy-memedd)
If you have a claim against this estate, you must file your clam
2025-01-18
Diate - af Least 20 Days foem Date of Last Publcalion (yyyy-men-dd)
Duncan Craig LLP Attention: Kayla Thompson
Hame of Personal Représantative or Lawyer
2800, 10060 Jasper Avenue Edmonton AB T5) 3v9
Address of Personal Representalive or Laeyer Cily or Town Proanoe Postal Code

If you do not file by the date above, the estate property can lawfully be disiributed without regard to any claim you may have
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Sales & Service Directory www.whitecourtpress.com

KC

airdriedreamvacation.ca Sy Coimbus PR YC T le ol e (1,866,235 9906

WL MOTIGAgEgIoLIp. Com
HELP e

AIRDRIE COUNCIL #8045 Okt 0] Mortgage Associate
SUPPORT CHARITIES e !

WIN'$2,500 DREAM VACATION} (S | JT—— ' )

Prowdmg Traffic
Controliand Piloting

+ Traffic Control
Personnel

- FIRST MONTHLY (2 leanne.gould@mortgagegroup. com + Provide service for
N\jqu AIRDRIE | FLI HEVERY} DRAW,APRIL 6; 2025 780'865 '581 5 emergency lane or road
ﬁbﬁim;ﬁﬁn MONTH FOR 12 MONTHS dlosures

: 32 Only g SHOMEFTARES + Construction

(TR B R GV Y BUY YOUR . zone set ups
TICKET 60 0 ;
TICKETS —— ]
60 DRAWS PLUS EARLY BIRDS. Wl L1 1 1.3 @9 = Abe Road\Menltorlng
ec 15,2024 & Feb 14, 2025 Licence#710314 r__-—-——a=—---_
DT = e &Badr Sevies
BROAD REACH at an AFFORDABLE PRICE '*'bu,, = ' Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties
Advertise
Province:wide ' DEBT PROBLEMS??? | .
R $799 780-424-9944 ez
Foreclosure Fear? ~ Bank Loan Recalled?
A‘Sl"ablw“he Ad N K il g, Wage Garnishment?  Mortgage/Rent Arrears?
alue etwor wl Call Us. Talk to Us. We can help you NOW. Chedk us out

Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association I ) . 0 "
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x225 A:&(AI. Wtarllng FREE Consultation onlineat
email classifieds@awna.com Alberta _ &Assoclates Inc. 5
or visit your community newspaper . fg;'f,—g’ﬁ, e Lw?;'::tielnizoévam%;?;'ee thtﬂﬂurtpﬁii.mm

BOO K YO U R AD Now F RESCHKE FRITZ LLP
PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

Call Valerie Winger at 780.706.1858 . .
or email wctpress@gmail.com Ww MARK R. E‘ES?EE}E’ CPA, CA

Gareer Ads, affordahle price, with print ﬂ'ﬂ*" ;;;I ;*&Iie_:i;s\:mg:;h Tax planning
ad, receive free online job posting at...  .w.whitecourtpress.com  watpressagmail.com Corporate & Personal Tax Preparation
Full Accounting Services
T he frens Box 569, #101, 5011 - 51 Ave
METRIX GROUP v Check us out Whitecourt, AB T7S 1N6

’ CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL online at

i 780-778-3981 mreschke@rfllp.ca
ACCOUNTANTS whitecourtpress.com @rfllp
4927-51 AVENUE, PO BOX 328, WHITECOURT, AB T7S 1N5 Whitecourt Veterinaty

Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave @993 ﬂﬂ" /
L,,w ~ Get The

where pets are family_. ?{QII ﬁpp

Accounting * Tax * Estates & Trusts * Bookkeeping

Controllership « Audit & Review Engagements

Michael Epp Terry St. Laurent Carla Hanas - at iTunes
CPA, CA, CMA CPA, CGA, CA CPA, CA AppStore
Partner Partner Manager _ and
- Google
Edmonton Lloydminster Fox Creek/Whitecourt Plﬂy
T: 780-489-9606 T: 780-875-7433 T: 780-778-3091 "
Fort Saskatchewan Evansburg y oaieT
T: 780-992-0266 T: 780-727-2017

| App Store

GETIT ON

P Google play

ToLL FREE: 1-877-489-0606 METRIXGROUP.CA

Garden Sheds ¢ Custom or Pre-built « Delivery Available
780-778-4404

- Call Now To Book This Space 7180-106-1828



