
Easy is always  
on hand.
Open your freezer to many easy meals made especially 
for seniors, delivered for free*.
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Get your FREE Menu 
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selling needs.
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Speeders, problem animals 
and unsightly properties 

are top incidents for peace 
officers in Woodlands County

| By Serena Lapointe
Since February 2023, 

Woodlands County and 
Lac Ste. Anne County 
have been engaged in 
a five-year contract that 
sees Woodlands Coun-
ty receive 80 hours of 
enforcement services 
in designated areas per 
month and monthly 
reports on the actions 
of officers. Before the 
municipal election, 
Sgt. Dallas Choma and 
Sgt Dustin Jendrick of 
Lac Ste. Anne County 
Enforcement Services 
presented their mid-
year report to Wood-

lands County Council.
From January to Au-

gust, there were 83 
citations. “Ticket rev-
enue for you guys is 
$17,345, of which half 
goes to the province,” 
said Sgt Choma. Fine 
amounts that were not 
issued, from seventeen 
warnings given, to-
talled $3,327. Speeding 
was the single biggest 
offence on the list, mak-
ing up 48.19 percent of 
the citations. The next 
highest was drivers op-
erating without a certif-
icate of registration, at 
6.02 percent.

Reeve Dave Kusch 
asked if the speeding 
incidents were spread 
across the municipality. 
“We’ve been getting a 
lot of complaints from 
councillors and senior 
leadership, as well as 
residents, about where 
we need to set up op-
erations or where the 
majority of the speed-
ing is going on. A lot of 
it is complaint-based. 
A lot of our operations 
that we conducted were 
in Blue Ridge with the 
haul trucks, as well as 

Lac Ste. Anne peace officers working in Woodlands County 
recently provided an update on their activities in the 
municipality. While speeding drivers are a concern almost 
anywhere, officers have captured a few drivers whose lead feet 
were beyond comprehension. Pictured is Sgt Dallas Choma.

Credit - Lac Ste. Anne CountyCredit - Lac Ste. Anne County

continued on page 8
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2025 Municipal Election 
- Official Municipal 

Election Results
CANDIDATES: VOTES RECEIVED:

Mayor

Hilts, Ray Mayor Elect 988
Schlosser, Derek 787

Councillor

Baker, Tara Councillor Elect   1,172

Lapointe, Serena Councillor Elect   1,065

Wynn, Brian Councillor Elect   975

McAree, Bill Councillor Elect   915

Lanctot, Braden Councillor Elect   816

Braun, Mike Councillor Elect   744
Moore, Brigette 726
Chauvet, Paul 713
Rennie, Jim 289

Geczi, Morgan 988

Voter turnout for the 
2025 Whitecourt Mu-
nicipal Election was 
25% (1,797 voters). 
Turnout for the 2021 
Municipal Election 

was 28%. The Oaths 
of Offce Ceremony 
for Whitecourt Town 
Council will be held on 
Saturday, October 25 
at 10:00am in Council 

Chambers at the Forest 
Interpretive Centre. The 
ceremony will be off-
ciated by Honourable 
Martin Long, MLA for 
West Yellowhead.

LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT
LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT
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1ST CHOICE
CONVENIENCE AND WASH

(Dynamic Plaza)

The PressThe Press
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Downtown Whitecourt was bustling with families on October 
25 for the annual Trunk or Treat event, where local businesses 
and organizations handed out candy and celebrated Halloween 
in festive style.
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| By Serena Lapointe
November is Family 

Violence Prevention 
Month in Alberta, and 
nationally, November 
is recognized as Do-
mestic Violence Aware-
ness Month. Though it 
is a hard topic, the rates 
of violence happening 
within homes across 
the country beg for at-
tention to be continual-
ly placed on it, in hopes 
that it helps those who 
need it most.

As per Stats Canada 
(www.statcan.gc.ca), 
the provincial rates for 
police-reported family 
violence remain high 
across much of the 
country. The highest 
province for this cate-
gory is Saskatchewan 
with 741 per 100,000 
population, followed 
by Manitoba (588). Al-
berta ranked 6th with 
366.

Among self-report-
ed spousal violence 
in the provinces, Al-
berta steadily ranks 
third, with more than 
four in ten, and six in 
ten Indigenous wom-
en, experiencing inti-
mate partner violence 
at some point in their 
lives. At the workplace, 
25 percent of Albertans 
reported experiencing 
the effects of domes-
tic violence, and six in 
ten Canadians reported 
experiencing child mal-
treatment before they 
were fifteen.

Outside of the prov-
inces, the highest num-
bers are found in Cana-
da's northern territories. 
Nunavut is the highest, 
by a landslide. In 2023, 
the stat jumped up by 
over 360 incidents to 
a staggering 5,574 per 
100,000 people. Since 
2018, family violence 
rates have steadily 
climbed by hundreds 
more each year. The 
Northwest Territories 
have thankfully seen a 
decrease, but it remains 

high with 3,631 reports 
in 2023.

 In 2023, the Cen-
tral Alberta Women’s 
Emergency Shelter 
(CAWES) reported 
that from the year pri-
or, domestic abuse had 
grown nineteen percent 
province-wide, affect-
ing 8,483 women & 
seniors, 3,561 children 
and 53 men, and that 
74 percent of Albertans 
had reported that they 
“personally know at 
least one woman who 
has been sexually or 
physically assaulted,” 
read their site, www.
cawes.com/statistics. 
Looking nationwide, 

44 percent of women, 
or 6.2 million women 
aged fifteen and up, 
have experienced some 
form of abuse, and 
approximately one in 
five (19%) victims of 
self-reported spousal 
violence reported their 
abuse to the police, as 

per Statistics Canada.
Here in Whitecourt, 

there were 264 domes-
tic-related calls to the 
RCMP last year, as 
residents facing crisis 
sought help from the 
red and blue. To help 
spread awareness and 
encourage change, the 

Family Violence Initia-
tive (FVI) hosts events 
and informative initia-
tives every November 
to grow understanding 
of the very real dangers 
right here at home.

The month kicks off 
with the Shine a Light 
Event on November 
1, where the FVI asks 
residents to leave their 
outside porch lights on 
or get a free purple, 
light-up bracelet at the 
Allan & Jean Millar 
Centre’s front desk. 
The idea is to “shine 
a light” on family vio-
lence and help recog-
nize the month.

On November 7, 
resources will be dis-
tributed throughout the 
community’s waiting 
rooms, cashier check-
out areas, business re-
ception areas, and cof-
fee rooms to help share 
information on what 
a healthy relationship 
looks like, as well as 
local support and guid-
ance on how to help 
and support someone 
facing family violence.

Mid-month, on No-
vember 14, the FVI 
will host a Candle-
light Vigil. Following 
a speech on statistics 
around intimate partner 
violence and why it’s 
important to recognize 
survivors, attendees 
will grab a candle, light 
it, and walk through 
downtown Whitecourt 
in honour of those in-
jured or killed. The 
walk event used to hap-
pen but has been on hi-
atus for the last several 
years. 

On Friday, Novem-
ber 21, FVI volunteers 
will be handing out 
light-up bracelets and 
purple ribbons at JDA 
Place during the White-
court Wolverines game 
against the Calgary Ca-
nucks. Following the 
ceremonial puck drop, 
fans will turn on their 
purple bracelets and 

stand for a moment of 
silence.

Two other initiatives 
happening in Novem-
ber are the beverage 
coasters that the FVI 
will hand out to local 
establishments, which 
feature family violence 
supports, including the 
provincial line and a 
QR code to the FVI’s 
website. A large banner 
will also be hung on the 
side of the Allan & Jean 
Millar Centre, to help 
draw attention.

One of the biggest 
pieces to understand 
about family violence 
is that it takes on 
many different forms, 
from sexual violence 
to spousal or partner 
abuse to sibling abuse, 
pet cruelty, parent or 
guardian abuse, child 
abuse/neglect, domes-
tic violence, and inti-
mate partner violence. 
Those who witness 
abuse done to another 
also experience harm. 
Abuse can be financial-
ly motivated, verbal, 
physical or even online. 

The Family Violence 
Info Line is available 
24/7, seven days a week 
at 310-1818 (toll-free) 
anywhere in the prov-
ince and in over 170 
languages. It can also 
be texted. The Fami-
ly Violence Info Line 
Chat is also available 
24/7 (English). Other 
helplines include 2-1-1 
Alberta (information/
referral system), the 
Abuse Helpline 1-855-
443-5722, the Child 
Abuse Hotline 1-800-
387-5437, the Men's 
Helpline 1-833-327-
6367, the Emergency 
Income Support Con-
tact Centre 1-866-644-
5135 and HealthLink 
8-1-1.

Thu., Oct. 30
Cloudy with sunny breaks

30%
4ºC
-1ºC

NW 14 km/h
-

Sat., Nov. 1
Partly sunny

20%
6ºC
1ºC

SW 17 km/h
-

 Sun., Nov. 2
Sunny
10%
6ºC
1ºC

S 8 km/h
-

Fri., Oct. 31
Partly sunny

30%
3ºC
2ºC

SE 9 km/h
-

Wed., Oct. 29
Chance of flurries

40%
3ºC
-1ºC

SE 14 km/h
-

Open-E-Slide-2-
Licks

Grab your bracelets at the 
AJMC or at the November 
21 Wolverines game.

Photos - FVIPhotos - FVI

Candlelight walk is back as 
part of next month’s family 

violence prevention campaign

A meaningful, somber, and dimly lit walk that used to be part of 
the Family Violence Prevention Month events in Whitecourt is 
making a comeback this year. The Candlelight Vigil is one of six 
initiatives being held or done locally next month.

Please recycle Please recycle 
this paperthis paper

The PressThe Press
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The Schulte family of the Whitecourt Trailblazers Snowmobile 
Club was recognized as the Outstanding Snowmobile Family 
at the 2025 Alberta Snowmobile Association Awards of 
Excellence. All four family members also earned 2025 Iron 
Sledder status for their dedication to the sport and community.

Candyce Jones photo Candyce Jones photo 
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Angela Splinter, CEO of Trucking HR Canada, presents 
the 2025 Top Medium Fleet Award to Jeff Rosnau, CEO of 
Whitecourt Transport, during the Top Fleet Employer Gala on 
October 15, 2025. 

The Lion's Club of Whitecourt recently gave a big contribution 
to the Whitecourt Air Cadets, helping to support the youth 
organization in its efforts to provide free programming and 
experiences for local kids. Flight Sargent Astle (second from 
the right) was happy to accept the check from Lions Club 
member Bob Bell (right), a long-time supporter of the air 
cadets' program. Cadets help the Lions Club twice a year. First, 
in preparing the Lion's Campground for the camping season 
and then helping prep the popular camping spot for winter 
once the season closes. In return, the cadets receive dollars 
that go a long way towards keeping the lights and heat on at 
their squadron hall.

Whitecourt Transport photoWhitecourt Transport photo
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1 beer + 2 sliders comes 
with fries, as well Support Local, Locally Owned

Fighting a cold: New results from the 
Canadian Survey of Consumer Expectations

Mike and Rebecca 
of Mike and Rebecca's 
No Frills made a gener-
ous contribution to the 
Whitecourt Food Bank, 
donating 960 boxes of 

Kraft Dinner. Seeing 
the need in the com-
munity, they filled their 
vehicle, ensuring that 
local families would 
have a much-needed 

supply of this pantry 
staple.

Acts of generosity 
like this highlight the 
importance of neigh-
bours helping neigh-

bours. Community 
support not only pro-
vides immediate assis-
tance to those facing 
food insecurity but also 
strengthens the connec-

tions that make White-
court resilient and car-
ing. Contributions like 
Mike and Rebecca’s 
show that collective ac-
tion can have a mean-

ingful impact, inspiring 
others to give back and 
helping ensure that no 
one in the community 
goes without essential 
resources.

| By Rob Roach
ATB ECONOMICS 

If someone asks you 
“how’s your cold?” 
and you answer “a bit 
better,” it likely means 
you’re still feeling pret-
ty bad. This is a good 
way to summarize the 
latest results from the 
Bank of Canada’s Ca-
nadian Survey of Con-
sumer Expectations.

Conducted in Au-
gust, the survey found 
that Canadians were 
“less pessimistic” 
about their financial 
health and “somewhat 
less negative” about 
their spending. At the 
same time, they see the 
labour market getting 
worse.

Combining how 
consumers view these 
three things into a 
single indicator, the 
Bank found that, de-
spite some improve-
ment since spring, 

the August reading 
“remains below lev-
els observed prior to 
the trade conflict with 
the United States and 
well below the histor-
ical average” (see the 
chart).

Trade tensions are 
sitting behind this with 
the Bank of Canada re-
porting that “consum-
ers still feel that tariffs 
and trade uncertainty 
are weighing on their 
financial health.”

These results rein-
force other weak eco-
nomic data including 
an elevated unemploy-
ment rate and tepid 
GDP growth forecasts 
as well as comments 
we’ve been getting 
while out on the road 
talking about the econ-
omy. It’s not the deep 
recession feared back 
in the spring, but it’s no 
picnic either.

The trade situation 

has not been static 
since August when the 
survey was conducted 
with some Canadian 
counter-tariffs lifted, 
new U.S. sectoral tar-
iffs added or threat-
ened, and progress on 
a new “deal” with the 
United States hard to 
determine.

Given the ups and 
downs on this front so 
far, the potential for 
a general tariff and/
or sectoral tariffs to 
remain in place even 
under a new deal with 
the U.S., and the uncer-
tainty surrounding the 
timing and outcome of 
the review of the Cana-
da-United States-Mexi-
co Agreement, it’s like-
ly that trade tensions 
will weigh on how 
Canadians are feeling 
about their personal fi-
nances and the broader 
economy for some time 
to come.

At the same time, 
if Canada is able to 
gain some economic 
traction in other areas 
(e.g., getting shovels 
in the ground on major 
projects and expanding 
trade with countries 

other than the U.S.), 
this would help offset 
the ongoing drag from 
tariffs and tariff-related 
uncertainty.

So while the tariff-in-
duced cold is going to 
be a tough one to get 

rid of, hopefully things 
will keep getting “a bit 
better” as we adapt to a 
new trade relationship 
with the U.S. and move 
forward on putting our 
domestic economic 
house in order.

Local heroes step up to support the community
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Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858

A locally owned and family operated 
newspaper serving Whitecourt

The Press is printed on high quality newsprint using 
vegetable based ink. We encourage you to share, save, 

reuse, rehash & recycle.

Published every wednesday

The PressThe Press

Letter to the Editor policy
The Press welcomes readers to write letters to the 
Editor. A maximum of 300 words is preferred but not 
necessary. Letters must carry a first name or two 
initials with surname and include an address and 
daytime telephone number. All letters are subject to 
editing. Please email letters to wctpress@gmail.com.

Autos
BLANKET THE PROV-
INCE with a classified ad. 
Only $269/wk (based on 
25 words or less). Reach 
75 weekly newspapers. 
Call NOW for details. 
1-800-282-6903; www.
awna.com; email classi-
fieds@awna.com.

Buildings for Sale
INTEGRITY POST 
FRAME BUILDINGS 
since 2008 BUILT WITH 
CONCRETE POSTS. 
Barns, Shops, Riding 
Arenas, Machine Sheds 
and more, sales@integri-
tybuilt.com 1-866-974-
7678 www.integritybuilt.
com.

For Sale
PROMOTE YOUR MES-
SAGE THROUGHOUT 
Alberta. The Blanket 
Classifieds or Value Ads 
connect with more than 
500,000 readers in the 
province each week. 
Choose from three pack-
ages beginning at $269, 
$299 or $599 to share 
your message in over 
70 Weekly Community 
Newspapers. Contact 
THIS NEWSPAPER to-
day or email classifieds@
awna.com for more infor-
mation. Call 1-800-282-
6903 or 780-434-8746 
or visit www.awna.com.

Odds of a child becoming 
a top fashion designer: 1 in 7,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed
with autism: 1 in 110

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autisms peaks.org

Some signs to look for:

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

© 2010 Autism Speaks Inc. “Autism Speaks” and “It’s Time To Listen” & design are trademarks owned by Autism Speaks Inc. All rights reserved.

Please recycle Please recycle 
this paperthis paper

WHITE SPRUCE TREES: 
5’ average $50. Installa-
tion ONLY $19. Includes: 
hole augered, Wurzel Dip 
enzymes injection, bark 
mulch application, stak-
ing. Minimum order 25. 
One-time fuel charge: 
$150 - 250. Crystal 

Springs.  403-820-0961. 
albertasprucetrees.com.

Services
PRIVATE MORTGAGE 
LENDER. All real estate 
types considered. No 
credit checks done. Deal 

direct with lender and get 
quick approval. 403-543-
0927; www.firstandsec-
ondmortgages.ca.

Wanted
WANTED OLD ADVER- 
TISING: Dealership 

signs, service station, gas 
pumps, globes, oil cans, 
Red Indian, White Rose, 
Buffalo, Husky, Ford, 
GM, Dodge, Tire signs, 
Coke, Pepsi, etc. Call 
306-221-5908.

Whitecourt RCMP unveils AGENT 
Program to address growing 

concerns over theft and trespassing

| By Haylee Winger
Amid increasing 

reports of theft, tres-
passing, and property 
damage, the White-
court RCMP has intro-
duced a new initiative 
aimed at helping local 
businesses protect their 
premises. The Autho-
rized General Enforce-
ment for Nuisances and 
Trespassing (AGENT) 
Program empowers law 
enforcement officers to 
take direct action on 
behalf of participating 
business owners when 
dealing with unwant-
ed activity on private 
property.

The program, 
launched in partner-
ship with the Town 

of Whitecourt’s Mu-
nicipal Enforcement 
Services, authorizes 
RCMP and munici-
pal officers to han-
dle trespassing and 
loitering incidents 
without waiting for a 
business owner to be 
present. The initia-
tive operates under 
the Petty Trespass Act 
and Trespass to Prem-
ises Act, allowing 
for quicker response 
times and stronger en-
forcement.

The launch of the 
program comes at a 
time when Whitecourt 
residents have been 
increasingly vocal 
about theft and tres-
passing in the commu-

nity. Many have tak-
en to local Facebook 
groups such as White-
court Rant and Rave 
and Whitecourt Ask 
Away to share their 
experiences and raise 
awareness about on-
going property-related 
issues.

Participation in the 
AGENT Program is 
both voluntary and 
free. Businesses that 
register will receive a 
distinctive “AGENT” 
window decal, signal-
ing to law enforcement 
that the property is en-
rolled and authorizing 
officers to act on their 
behalf.

In a recent press re-
lease, Staff Sergeant 

Matthew Clarke of 
the Whitecourt RCMP 
emphasized the impor-
tance of the new initia-
tive.

“Trespassing remains 
a serious concern for 
property owners, often 
leading to damage and 
theft,” Clarke stated. 
“This program gives 
officers the ability to 
act more efficiently and 
helps us work with the 
business community to 
make Whitecourt a saf-
er place.”

Business owners in-
terested in enrolling 
can contact Kristen 
McLeod, Crime Pre-
vention Liaison, at kris-
ten.mcleod@rcmp-grc.
gc.ca.

Members of the newly elected Whitecourt Town Council were officially sworn in 
during a ceremony held at Council Chambers on October 25. The Honourable Martin 
Long officiated the proceedings, marking the start of the new council term. 

Town of Whitecourt photoTown of Whitecourt photo

The PressThe Press



8 Wednesday, October 29, 2025 www.whitecourtpress.com PAGE The PressThe Press

there and they are 
our backup,” he said, 
speaking to the positive 
working relationship 
between the two de-
partments. “We are out 
there making stops, and 
we are trying to make 
our community a better 
place to live and trav-
el,” added Sgt Choma.

Reeve Kusch asked 
if they felt Woodlands 
County was getting 
enough coverage. “Is 
it working more or 
should we be looking 
at possible changes?” 
Sgt Choma respond-
ed that yes, they could 
possibly use more 
hours. “You guys are 
limited to the amount 
of time (we are) in the 
County itself for speed 
enforcement and pass-
ing school buses and 
so forth. It just pro-
vides more presence 
throughout the county. 
It’s a large county. Go-
ing from Fort Assini-
boine to the Klondike 
Ferry to the other end 
of Whitecourt is quite 
the distance. So, a lot 
of time is commuting, 
but we are making a 
presence.”

The last two things 
Sgt Choma touched 
on were the complaint 
line, emphasizing that 
residents needed to use 
it more, and the issue 
with residents wanting 
feedback. “A lot of our 
complainants, especial-

ly with that app that 
you guys have, want 
some feedback on what 
has taken place or what 
has happened through-
out (the) investigation. 
It’s difficult because a 
lot of the time we can’t 
give you guys updates,” 
said Sgt Choma.

He said they can pro-
vide updates to the ad-
ministration but not the 
general public. “There 
could be charges in-
volved. It could be 
something that is go-
ing on tomorrow, a 
72-hour notice issued 
to enter the proper-
ty, and we can’t share 
that information.” He 
then asked if there was 
anything Woodlands 
County Council want-
ed to see done better. 
Reeve Kusch said he 
hadn’t heard much over 
the last year. He then 
thanked both Sgt Cho-
ma and Sgt Jendrick for 
their service.

ADOPTABLE
WHITECOURT

ANIMALS

Meet Chia

For more information 
or to arrange a 
meet-and-greet, 
please contact the 
Whitecourt Pound at:
�� 780-778-5767

She loves attention, 
playtime, and being close 

to people. Chia will be 
spayed and vaccinated and 

is making great progress 
with her training. 
She’s expected to 

be a large dog 
with an even 
bigger heart.

Chia is an 
a�ectionate 
8-month-old 
shepherd/
rottweiler cross 
looking for
 her forever 
home. 

Shift Incentive for Overnights

Sgt Choma (left) introducing Sgt 
Jendrick.

Reeve Dave Kusch.

Woodlands County Council.

the general public trav-
elling through there,” 
said Sgt Choma. He 
added that speeders 
have also been nabbed 
on West Mountain 
Road, including those 
passing school buses.

Sgt Jendrick said he 
caught one driver do-
ing 54 kilometres over 
the posted speed limit, 
landing an immediate 
court summons. He 
said others have gotten 
very close. “There have 
been quite a few where 
it’s getting close to that 
summons situation. 
When they are issued 
a mandatory summons 
for court, they must 
go before a justice and 
speak to the matter, and 
if they don’t attend, a 
warrant is issued,” he 
explained.

From January to Au-
gust, there were 73 in-
cidents reported. Most 
reports came through 
the dispatch centre. 
The second-highest 
method was through 
administrative direc-
tives. One that Sgt 
Choma touched on was 
animal control. “We 
are still struggling with 
that one. We’re having 
a lot of issues with live-
stock, especially in the 
Fort Assiniboine area, 
and we really have no 
teeth to bite and issue 
citations and deal with 
the matters.”

Sgt Choma said they 
are working on creating 
a bylaw for Woodlands 
County with senior 
leadership and hope to 
have it brought forward 
for approval soon. 
“We are trying to sift 
through those the best 
we can and trying to 
pull from different leg-
islation where we can 
and talk to the people 
and educate the peo-
ple.”

Another issue 
they’ve been dealing 
with has been unsight-
ly properties. “We’ve 
been working with the 
planning department 
on several different 
properties in the area. 
In Blue Ridge, we’ve 
cleaned up one proper-
ty there, and it has now 

sold. We have another 
property in Blue Ridge 
that gets unsightly, then 
gets cleaned, and then 
gets unsightly and then 
again cleaned.” Stg 
Choma said they are 
working to fix the sit-
uation once and for all.

Councillor Alan 
Deane asked if peace 
officers had jurisdic-
tion to attend to calls 
on Highway 43, as the 
map in the package 
showed dots along the 
highway corridor. “We 
have the authority from 
the province now to do 
single- and double-dig-
it highways. Our focus 
for our team is not to 
focus on Highway 43, 
but a lot of times peo-
ple will blow a stop 
sign coming off the 
side road and the stop 
is initiated at that point 
because the offence did 
happen in Woodlands 
County,” responded 
Sgt Choma.

Although officers re-
main busy throughout 
the work week, the bus-
iest hours are between 
12 pm and 6 pm, with 
the busiest time being 
in the middle, at 3 pm. 
The busiest day of the 
week for peace officers 
in Woodlands County 
is Tuesday. Sgt Cho-
ma said it was inter-
esting how each place 
is different, as Lac Ste. 
Anne’s busiest day is 
Monday.

Another issue is 
off-highway vehicles. 
Sgt Choma explained 
that proactive ap-
proaches are helping 
to remove potential 
dangers to the public. 
“Officer Jendrick ob-
served an off-highway 
vehicle travelling at 
an excessive rate of 
speed. After they failed 
to produce appropriate 
documentation and af-
ter observing an open 
alcohol container and 
an attempt to leave, Sgt 
Jendrick dispatched 
our radio and had the 
RCMP attend. It led to 
the off-highway vehi-
cle being seized as well 
as charges for the occu-
pants of the vehicle,” 
detailed Stg Choma. 

“(The RCMP) do 
take us seriously out 

continued from page 1

Please visit www.whitecourt.ca for all 
employment opportunities and details 
on how to apply.

If you enjoy a fast-paced, progressive work environment and 
you have a passion for serving the local community, then this 
may be the opportunity for you! We believe that our values of 
diversity, collaboration, innovation and mutual respect bring 
out the best in our team, and we are currently looking to fi ll the 
following position:

Job#: 25-057, Parks and Open Spaces Operator I (Sports 
Field) – Temporary, Full-Time Position – Closes November 4, 
2025 at 4:00 p.m.
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(NC) Trust takes time 
to gain, and an instant 
to lose. In an age of 
increasing fraud and 
mistrust, it’s important 
for small businesses to 
take steps to make sure 
safety and trust are part 
of everything they do. 

Build trust at every 
step. It doesn’t matter 
to your customers what 
stage an issue hap-
pened—they’ll only 
remember that it hap-
pened. Conduct regular 
reviews of your business 
processes and cyber 
safety: remember that 
no business is too small 
to need cybersecurity. 
Start by going through 
your customer journey 
from time to time. Any 
issue you notice, your 
customers have surely 
noticed as well. 

Watch out for fakes. 
Phishing attacks—fake 
messages pretending 

to be from legitimate 
sources, designed to 
trick you into giving up 
sensitive information—
are on the rise. Small 
and mid-sized business-
es are increasingly be-
ing targeted with fraud-
ulent invoices, payment 
confirmations and busi-
ness communications. 
Your business isn’t 
immune to either side 
of the attack: for every 
fake invoice you get 
from a fraudster posing 
as one of your vendors, 
another business may 
be getting one from a 
fraudster pretending to 
be you. 

When in doubt, 
reach out. One of the 
best ways businesses 
can safeguard against 
phishing is by commu-
nicating. If you get any 
suspicious messages 
from what appears to 
be a customer don’t re-

spond to it. Reach out 
to the client directly to 
verify the communica-
tion is legitimate. Make 
sure anyone you’re 
working with knows 
they can reach out to 
you directly if they get 
any unusual communi-

cation from you—you 
can’t fix a problem you 
don’t know about. 

Work together with 
your payment provid-
ers. Fraud hurts every-
one. Your customers 
can become targets, 
too, and fraudsters’ at-

tacks are getting more 
sophisticated. But pay-
ment partners like Mas-
tercard can help you 
protect your custom-
ers and your business. 
They make your pay-
ment processing more 
secure with new tools 

that can spot fraud in 
real-time and even stop 
fraudulent transactions 
before they complete.  

Every business needs 
to practice cyber safe-
ty, no matter the size. 
Learn more at master-
card.ca/trust. 

How small businesses can build 
trust with every transaction

The PressThe Press

Residents throughout Whitecourt are getting ready to winterize and store their 
Recreational Vehicles (RVs) for the season. The Town of Whitecourt reminds residents 
that Land Use Bylaw 1577 and Traffi c Bylaw 1573 outline guidelines and regulations for 
the parking of RVs on residential properties and streets. 

Below are some frequently asked questions regarding RV parking. 

What vehicles are considered RVs?
Motor homes, fi fth wheel trailers, holiday trailers, and boats are all considered 
recreational vehicles under Land Use Bylaw 1577.

Where can residents park their RVs during the winter?
During the winter, RVs must be stored beside or behind the house. From November 1 to 
March 31, on residential properties, one recreational vehicle may be stored on site. No 
portion of the recreational vehicle may be located any further forward than the front of 
the home (minimum of 6.1m from the front property line).

Can residents park unattached trailers on a local street?
No, unattached trailers cannot be parked on town streets at any time. This includes (but 
is not limited to) tent trailers, travel trailers, fi fth wheel trailers, boat trailers, utility trailers, 
campers not mounted on truck, etc.

Can an RV parked on a local street or on a private property be utilized for 
sleeping?
No, an RV parked on a local street or highway cannot be utilized for sleeping.  RV’s are 
not permitted to be occupied for temporary accommodations except within approved 
campground locations.

What are the fi nes for the improper parking of an RV and utility vehicle?
Fines can be issued according to Town Bylaws and Provincial Legislation.
• Parking RVs in prohibited areas - $300 fi ne for fi rst offence under Land Use Bylaw 

1577. Subsequent fi nes will apply for non-compliance.
• Unattached Trailers - $100 fi ne under Traffi c Bylaw 1573
• Parked over 72 hours – up to a $324 penalty, plus towing cost under the Traffi c 

Safety Act

For more information, contact the Planning & Development Department at 
780-778-2273 or visit www.whitecourt.ca.

NOTICE OF DECISION
The following decisions were made by the Municipal Planning Commission:

Application No. 25-129 - Discretionary Use - Accessory Building - Shipping Container at 5002 50 Street - Approved with conditions.

Application No. 25-131 - Discretionary Use - Family Care Facility at 4739 51 Avenue - Approved with conditions.

Date of Decision: October 23, 2025  Appeal Closes at 4:00pm: November 13, 2025

An Appeal of the above decision(s) may be made by submitting a written appeal and appeal fee ($310) to the Offi ce of the Secretary of the Subdivision and Development Appeal 
Board, Town of Whitecourt Administration Building, Box 509, Whitecourt, Alberta, T7S 1N6 prior to 4:00pm on the above noted date.  Any person(s) affected by the said proposal(s), 
has the right to appeal prior to the above date.

CAMPING SEASON IS WINDING DOWN….
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Your only LOCAL carrier serving the Community since 1950
Proud supporter of 

our local Organizations
780-778-2226

This page is sponsored by:

5027 - 51 Avenue, Open: Monday to Friday 10am - 4pm 780-396-8777

Offering support services for marginalized individuals
• Outreach worker, laundry and shower facilities 

by appt • Tax program & Bag Lunch Program

Soaring Eagle Support Society
"Serving the community for over 30 years"

The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food  
in order to help families in need. 

Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm
Phone: 780-778-2341

Located within the Carlan Services Community Centre
The Whitecourt Food Bank is operated by the Town of 
Whitecourt Food Bank Coordinator and dependent on 

volunteers to operate. The Food Bank relies on donations 
of cash or food from individuals and organizations. Local 
grocery stores drop off baked goods including bread and 

pastries weekly. Other corporations and schools  
schedule food drives throughout the year.

Open: Mon, Wed, & Fri 11 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Phone: 780-778-2341

Providing timely and 
easily accessible financial 

support for Whitecourt 
patients and their families 

who are dealing with a 
cancer diagnosis.

This can include help with parking costs  
for hospital visits, living expenses and  

unforeseen medical expenses.  
Applications can be made through the Drs 

at both Whitecourt Medical Clinics or (office 
hours, can leave a message): Kim Nendsa  

(President of Whitecourt  Cancer & Wellness 
Society) 780-778-0932 Aimee Grierson  

780-262-0222 https://wctcancerwellness.com/

Recover Out Loud
•	 Mondays are in person, at the Family Worship Center 

upstairs, and online (hybrid) at 7:30pm  
•	 Fridays 7:30pm at the Whitecourt Baptist Church in 

person only.
ZOOM ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude

Support group on Tuesdays 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm, 
September 16 – December 2, Crossroads Com-

munity Church, 4719 44 Avenue
Mayerthorpe, Pre-registration is required 

CALL Ruth 780-674-7182
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NEED HELP? CALL 
ANYTIME! (24-7)

• Mental Health Helpline  
1-877-303-2642 

• Addiction Helpline 1-866-332-2322 
• Health Link 811

Dollar Values as of October 29, 2025

One Canadian Dollar = 0.71 US Dollar
at an exchange rate of 0.714 (using nominal rate).

Money Matters

1 2 3 %

4 5 6 .
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CONTACT HAYLEE

Local news printed 
on local newsprint

The PressThe Press
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Thank you to all those loving 
families who've adopted the 

pets at the Whitecourt Vet Clinic. 

Whitecourt Veterinary 
Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave

We're there 
where you need 

us most!

Providing Traffic 
Control and Piloting

Road Monitoring 
& Radar Services

Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties

780-865-5815

• Traffic Control 
Personnel

• Provide service for 
emergency lane or road 

closures
• Construction 
zzone set ups

DEBT PROBLEMS??? 
780-424-9944

FREE Consultation
www.DEBTFREE.ca

A.C. Waring 
& Associates Inc. 

 Licensed Insolvency Trustee 
Trustee in Bankruptcy

Foreclosure Fear?
Wage Garnishment?

Call Us.  Talk to Us.  We can help you NOW.

Bank Loan Recalled?
Mortgage/Rent Arrears?

LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT
LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT

www.whitecourtpress.com

Many hands make 
light work

A group of volunteers from the Whitecourt Taekwondo 
Club made quick work of the Heritage Garden at the Forest 
Interpretive Centre recently, helping Communities in Bloom 
to clear out the raised garden beds and prep the popular 
lunch spot for the winter months. A variety of ages took 
part, from toddlers to adults, and everyone played a role in 
completing the job.

Even the youngest attendees got to work.

Lots of volunteers.

Pictures courtesy of Communities in BloomPictures courtesy of Communities in Bloom


