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Open your freezer to many easy meals

delivered for free*.
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New buses ordered
for Whitecourt
transit system

| By Serena Lapointe
During the first meet-
ing of the newly elect-
ed Whitecourt Town
Council, on Monday,
October 27, a motion
concerning the pur-
chase of three transit
buses was tabled in
favour of receiving
more information on
the two-million-dollar
purchase before voting.
During the November
10 meeting, some of
the history was shared.

In 2009, the Town
of Whitecourt hired
Bannister Research to
conduct a survey on
system use.

The report found that
32 percent of respon-
dents said members of
their household would
be highly likely to use
a public transit system
within the town.

In 2013, the Town
Council established the
Public Transit Ad Hoc
Committee, comprised

of seven public mem-
bers from the Town
and County, a Town
Council member and a
representative from the
Whitecourt Chamber of
Commerce. The group
recommended adding
a non-binding question
to that year’s munic-
ipal election: Would
you be in favour of a
user-paid public transit
system in the Town of

continued on page 3
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The community’s transit bu

ses will be replaced in 2027,

following a recent vote from the Town Council. The current
fleet has been facing maintenance concerns for quite some
time due to the inability to access certain components.

Pictured is current transit bus.

info@freedomlaw.ca
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Fun By The
8 3 4 5 Numbers
6 1 5 8 Like puzzles?
Then you'll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
2 4 '% 9 you hooked from
g 1 the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
3|8 6 pencil and put
your sudoku
3 8 6 4 savvy to the test!
8|1]12]6 3
Level: imtermediate
Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 99 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

CLUES ACROSS 38. Astronomy unit
1. Popular wine __ 39. Khoikhoin peoples
Spumante 40. Bears QB Williams
5. Greatly impressed 43. Scrambled, fried,
11. _andthat boiled
12. Uttered with passion  44. Price indicators
16. Boats 45. One-time world

17. Vleteran actor Harris
18. Casserole with game
19. Reprehensible acts
24. They precede C

25. Says under one’s

power
49. When you hope to
get somewhere

50. Farm building

51. Choose carefully

breath 53. Magnum was one
26. Taxis 54. One who combines
27. It transfers genetic 56. Nursemaids

58. Partner to Pa

59. Notable river

60. Officially honors

63. Colorless compound
64. A fancy chair

65. Email function
CLUES DOWN

1. The central area in a

info
28. NFL great Randy

29. Where college
students sleep

30. Major European river
31. Taco condiment

38. -frutti

34. Polish city
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building

2. Religion of Japan

3. Leggings

4. Officially distributes

5. Arabian Sea seaport

6. Spanish doctors

7. It cools your house

8. Currency of Poland

9. Slowly moves into

10. Days (Spanish)

13. Unit of volume

14. Emit

15. With two replaceable
hydrogens

20. Title for a man

21. Equally

22. Scarlett’'s home

23. One-time tech titan
27. Subway dwellers

29. One-tenth of a liter
30. Central European river
31. Distress signal

32. Expression of
sympathy

33. The bill in a restaurant
34. Football equipment

35. Dance music
36. Russian river
37. Cosmetics giant Mary

38. Gym class

40. Automobiles

41. Roman honorific
42. Losses in sports

44. Skin tone in summer
45. Distant planet

46. Critical humor

47. lllegally obtained
48. Go back over

50. Home appliance
brand

51. Unit of radioactivity
52. Home of the Flyers
54. Short official note
55. Emit coherent
radiation

57. Anno Domini (in the
year of Our Lord)

61. Most common noble
gas (abbr.)

62. Toward

MEN’S HEALTH WORD @ARCH

b PRIAGPLRLSGSGYTIA ASNA AU ON
P I CETUOIKRUOWTDUBIUBNWUVLDC
R HCWOCYYTTISEZ BUOWHTDGMATITI
0 Y I AVNIKJGETGV S 0 ERWUOTCT BV
S PUCRLASNSUPUYAOOUPTITIHOC
T EGGHTDV CLMTNTILILUPRIRSILDO
AR A OY VIW RUOTIUOTUDTA AMHMYWUN
T T EL UOTIOMWAMHBTFSHUZBIKUHRD
EENEWMDNVMLUODTSKTUPUVI
T NV S HDEWUFASUT CIKTETGNHRTGA
M S B TTUGFNRIESTILT CLARILILTEB
H I HEZBU CNTT S RTU CETIADTGOTFGE
E 0O O RDNUDT CYA ARTWUETUBGNUHT
C NDORWUUOWDMWLUDTIWLUZPSSEEE
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S S ENDLABS ST CMSVAATWMWNTIT
I G NI KOMSMHENYTTIULTGCYMEEB
0 CVRLSI CRETENTINTGTFTMWUVNA
F I KITDUPTULUEBMUST CLTEHTEBNY
Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.
WO R DS BALDNESS HEALTH MENTAL HEALTH PROSTATE TESTICULAR
ALCOHOL CARDIOVASCULAR HYPERTENSION MUSCLE SCREENING CANCER
ANDROPAUSE CHOLESTEROL INFERTILITY OBESITY SLEEP APNEA TESTOSTERONE
ANTIGEN DIABETES LIBIDO PHYSICAL SMOKING WORKOUT
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(March 21 - April 20) g
Right now you are inspired to roll up your
sleeves and clear away the clutter so you can
focus on what counts, Aries. Your productivity
soars this week.

d21- )
(April 21 - May 21) %l

Your words will carry extra weight between
this week and next, Taurus. Don’t hold back
on speaking about what is in your heart. You
may navigate your way to romance.

GEMINL o) QA9

Gemini, this week you may feel energized
to pursue new connections with family and
friends. Plan a few long overdue catch-ups,
and bask in that feeling of contentment.

s
(June 22 - July 22) (25

Some may call you timid, Cancer, but not this
week. You put all of yourself out there the next
few days, and others may be hanging on your
every word.

)
(July 23 - August 23) 'g l
. ."

Money is at the top of your priority list, Leo.
You may be dreaming big or content to just
make sense of finances that have gotten a bit
off the rails.

(August 24 - September 22) AA ‘ l
//;E\@\\

Virgo, it’s all about honesty this week and
letting others in. Don’t sugarcoat things with
the people you love. They will love you even if
you’re in need of some support.

(September 23 - October 23) % ,

Libra, release what is draining your energy, es-
pecially before the busy holiday season is in full
force. Wrap up lingering projects and bow out of
obligations that are stretching you too thin.

g?:&:?
(October 24 - November 22) Y
(&)

Scorpio, you are selective about your social
circle, but stay open to new friendships.
New allies bring surprising opportunities if
you simply let them in.

(SAGITTARIUS oo (9

Your ambitious streak is on fire right
now, Sagittarius. Partnerships and ac-
quisitions are very much within reach, so
start conversations now.

CAPRICORN __ox2-m0 (89|

You pride yourself on telling it like it is,
Capricorn. But candor can sometimes be
costly. A measured approach in a delicate
situation this week can serve you well.

(January 21 - February 18) ﬁ l
)

Typically “what you see is what you get” is your
mantra, Aquarius. Yet, this week you might
hold something back to be a bit more mysteri-
ous. Others may not catch on right away.

(February 19 - March 20) ‘-.@‘;l

Relationships take center stage in your life,
Pisces. Talks of further commitment could
come up more often than in the past. This is
an important time.
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Whitecourt, subsidized
by the municipal tax
base? One thousand,
one hundred and eleven
voters said yes and six
hundred and sixty-six
said no.

“Public transit started
back in 2014 with con-
tracted bus services.
We had dial-a-bus a
few years prior to that.
The contracted bus ser-
vices were quite costly,
so we were looking for
grants to be able to pur-
chase buses,” explained
Chelsea Grande, Direc-
tor of Community Ser-
vices. “We were able to
secure the Green Trip
Grant to purchase the
fleet that we have now,
with three public tran-
sit buses.” Grande said
those are the three that
they are now looking to
replace.

The meeting’s agen-
da stated that the transit
buses are on a 12-year
replacement cycle.

However, ongoing
maintenance issues and

www.whitecourtpress.com

the inability to find re-
placement parts have
made dealing with the
current fleet difficult
for staff.

The original supplier
that the Town of White-
court purchased from,
Vicinity Motors, filed
for bankruptcy last
year, hence why find-
ing components, such
as differential parts,
which are now obso-
lete, became nearly im-
possible, affecting the
reliability of the buses
and leading to signif-
icant downtime when
issues arose.

“The current buses,
with how they were
built, we figured that
the manufacturer got
parts from all over the
world.  Unfortunate-
ly, some of those parts
manufacturers are no
longer in business,
and that’s why we are
having challenges pro-
curing parts. There
is a startup company
that came up out of
the company that went
bankrupt  (Vicinity),

and they are trying to
fill that void because
there is a number of Vi-
cinity buses all across
North America. But, to
remanufacture a part on
a bus that is ten years
old is challenging,” ex-
plained Drew Hatfield,
Director of Infrastruc-
ture Services.

One transit bus oper-
ates throughout the day
on a one-hour route and
one hour between pick-
ups. A second bus joins

the Town received a
proposal from Cres-
tline Coach Ltd for
three diesel, low- floor/
zero-entry 2026 Arboc
Equess transit buses.
Town staff visited the
manufacturer’s facili-
ty in the United States
before recommending
them for purchase.

The cost for each
unit is $686,838.67, to-
talling $2,060,516.01
plus GST, which was
roughly $47,000 over

the route during peak the original budget.
hours on weekdays, be- The buses are also
tween 6:30 am and 9:00 being equipped for
am and again from 3:30 Whitecourt’s climate

pm to 5:30 pm, to help
cut wait times. A third
bus acts as a backup to
the fleet, enabling a rota-
tion when another bus is
receiving maintenance.
To help purchase
new buses, the Town
of Whitecourt applied
to the Canada Public
Transit Fund and the

and outfitted with
a Quantum Wheel-
chair securement sys-
tem, adding another
$90,000 to the over-
age.

The Canada Public
Transit Fund and Rural
Transit Solutions Fund
will both provide the
Town with $536,800

Rural Transit Solu- for the buses, for a
tions Fund and was total of $1,073,600.
successful on both The remainder of the
counts. Following a costs, including over-

Request for Decision,

ages, will be covered

through the Fleet Re-
placement  Reserves
that were set aside to
pay for the eventual re-
placement of the fleet.
“The Communi-
ty Services Advisory
Board reviews the stats
and program month-
ly and annually, and
we have made small
adjustments  through-
out the service peri-
od, as well as offering
peak service, which
was done to increase
our ridership. It was
a successful result.
Our ridership has been
quite steady since we
did that peak service,”
explained Grande. In
2024, Whitecourt’s
transit program provid-
ed over 37,000 rides.
This year, WAT Con-
sulting Group was
hired to review the
transit system and help
develop high- level op-
tions for the network,
within a set operating
budget and available
resources. One of the
recommendations was
to implement a 30-min-
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ute express route. The
full results of the study
will be presented in the
new year.

Other projects at-
tached to the transit
system, which received
grant support, include
sidewalk upgrades for
better accessibility, up-
dates to shelters/stops,
and pedestrian light/
traffic light upgrades.
The Dial-A-Bus is also
being replaced, with
funding support from
the Rural Transit Solu-
tions Fund, and was
previously approved
by the Town Council.
The same company,
Crestline Coach Ltd,
will be providing the
new Dial-A-Bus.

The Town Council
voted unanimously to
support the purchase
of the buses, with most
of the cost captured by
grants and the remain-
der covered by money
previously set aside.
Once the new buses ar-
rive and are in service,
the old buses will be
sold.

FALL

IMMUNIZATIONS
NOW AVAILABLE

Protect yourself from respiratory
viruses this season.

Visit primarycarealberta.ca/immunize
or call 811 to book an appointment.

Primary Care
Alberta

Ask about the 5 9 9 plus GST/HS

Value Ad Network

Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association ,

toll free 1-800-282-6903 x225

email classifieds@awna.com Alberta
or visit your community newspaper Association

e

Money Matters
One Canadian Dollar = 0.70 US Dollar

at an exchange rate of 0.7092 (using nominal rate).

Dollar Values as of November 26, 2025
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$$$ $$$
CASH FOR COINS

$SS $§S$

WANTED RovaL Canapian MinT coins, FRANKLIN
Mint, US MinT, WORLD SETS ETC, COLLECTOR'S COINS,
NumIsMATICS, OLYMPIC COINS, OLD COINS, oLD $,

BOLD COINS, SILVER COINS, BARS, INGOTS, JEWELRY, NUGGETS,
sTerLING silveR & ENTIRE COIN COLLECTIONS!

Call or text Todd

Numismatist/Gold & Silver Dealer

780-504-7995

| MAKE FREE HOUSE CALLS
ALL OVER ALBERTA+

WANTED
GOLD &

NOW PAYING:

= $40 for US Silver Dollars

PAYING *4000 for 10z gold coins/bars

* $50 an oz for 999+ silver coins, bars & ingots

« §30 for Canadian Silver Dollars

* Pre 1964 US & Pre 1967 Canadian, 50 cents $12 each,
25 cents $5 each, 10 cents $2 each

ALSO BUYING jewelry, nuggets, gold dust, coins,
COIN COLLECTIONS,collector’s coins, old SSS,
Sterling Silver + all GOLD & SILVER!

Covering ALL OF ALBERTA, and can come to you!

SILVE%

Pxone Top 825-365-8557

A look at the local weather Wed., Nov. 26
Mainly sunny
P.O.P. 30%
High -5°C
Low -9°C
Wind

E 8 km/h
24-Hr Rain / Snow -

Thu., Nov. 27 Fri., Nov. 28
Snow Snow
60% 60%
-7°C -9°C
-10°C -13°C
E 8 km/h NW 8 km/h
~icm 1-3cm

Sat., Nov. 29
Snowing with peeks of sun
30%

-13°C
-18°C
N 15 km/h
1-3cm

Sun., Nov. 30
Snow
60%
-16°C
-17°C
S 10 km/h
2-4cm

BOOKYOURAD NOW

Call Valerie Winger at 780.706.1858
or email wctpress@gmail.com

ress-
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For all open career opportunities,
NeWSpnnt please check out our website at
Company albertanewsprint.com - Careers.

Much-needed resources for
Alberta schools could be coming

as soon as January, says

| By Serena Lapointe

On Friday afternoon,
Premier Danielle Smith
held a press conference
alongside Minister of
Education and Child-
care, Demetrios Nico-
laides, for the release
of the final report from
the Aggression and
Complexity in Schools
Action  Team. The
25-member team com-
prises education lead-
ers, including repre-
sentatives from school
boards in Edmonton
and Calgary, the Alberta
Teachers’ Association
and other key partners.

Premier Smith said
the team consulted nu-
merous education-re-
lated stakeholders,
including teachers, oc-
cupational health and
safety officers, speech
language pathologists,
psychologists,  orga-
nizations, communi-
ty-based service groups
and special interest and
advocacy groups.

“What they heard
was very concerning,”
she said.

The 77-page report
from the action team
identifies key chal-
lenges alongside sev-
en recommendations
to address classroom
aggression and com-
plexity. As defined in
the report, aggression
refers to “instances of
bullying and violence
within the school con-
text.” Classroom com-
plexity refers to “the
dynamic and complex
system of the learning
environment impacted

Minister

Demitrio
Nicolaide
and Prem@r
Smith.

Province

by the diverse needs of A report recommending resource allocation for provincial classrooms was released
early on Friday afternoon. Premier Danielle Smith and Minister of Education and

Childcare, Demetrios Nicolaides, were joined by superintendents from Calgary and
Edmonton to make the announcement.

students, including aca-
demic, behavioural, so-
cial-emotional, linguis-
tic, and socio-economic
factors within the edu-
cational setting.”

The report outlined
some of the challenges
being faced by educa-
tors. “The rising num-
bers of students with di-
verse and severe needs
is outpacing available
supports. Across the
province, qualified pro-
fessionals such as oc-
cupational  therapists,
speech-language  pa-

thologists and psychol-
ogists are raising alarms
about the growing num-
ber of children with
complex needs.”

It went on to ex-
plain that rural and ur-
ban communities face
some different issues
and share others. Ru-
ral communities often
face limited access to
services, while urban
areas experience con-

centrated needs, more
significant newcomer
populations, and socio-
economic disparities.
Both deal with chron-
ic staffing shortages,
long wait times for as-
sessments and services,
and inconsistent access
to qualified profession-
als, which often results
in undiagnosed stu-
dents or extended wait
periods for necessary

interventions.

“We tasked this group
with providing immedi-
ate and long-term rec-
ommendations to the
Minister of Education
and Childcare for ad-
dressing behavioural,

mental  health and
learning needs in
schools,” said Premier

Smith. “The causes of
aggression and class-
room complexity are

difficult to determine.
They can involve ac-
ademic, Dbehavioural,
socioeconomic, lin-
guistic, emotional, and
mental health factors,”
she added.

The seven recom-
mendations from the
action team fall under
one of five categories:
safe & inclusive learn-

continued on page 5

PUBLIC NOTICE

www.whitecourt.ca | facebook.comTownofWhitecourt | 780-T78-2273

Date of Decision: November 13, 2025

NOTICE OF DECISION

The following decision was made by the Municipal Planning Commission:

Application No. 25-141 — Side Yard Setback Variance Request for Accessory Building — 38 Olson Crescent — Refused.

Appeal Closes at 4:00 pm: December 4, 2025

An Appeal of the above decision(s) may be made by submitting a written appeal and appeal fee ($310.00) to the Office of the Secretary of the Subdivision and Development Appeal
Board, Town of Whitecourt Administration Building, Box 509, Whitecourt, Alberta, T7S 1N6 prior to 4:00 pm on the above noted date. Any person(s) affected by the said proposal(s),
has the right to appeal prior to the above date.
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I your life is in danger or you know someone's life is in danger DIAL EMERGENGY NOW 911!

If you are experiencing suicidal thoughts, you need to

know that you're not alone. You can also call if you are not

in crisis, seeking additional information. The new Canada
Suicide Prevention Service (CSPS), by Crisis Services Canada,
enables callers anywhere in Canada to access crisis support

Every 40 seconds somewhere around the world
someone dies by suicide, that’s 99 people every 66
minutes. Every day, that’s almost 100 people in the

United States alone, and over 2160 worldwide. Putting
a Face on Suicide (PAFO0S) is a suicide awareness proj-
ect that creates posters and videos to pay tribute to
those we have lost to suicide with dignity and respect.
PAFOS humanizes the daunting statistics; lovingly
replacing numbers with faces.

Kyle
Patterson

Age 21

anywhere in Canada by texting TALK to

by phone, in French or English: toll-free
Available 24/7

(risis Text Line (Powered by Kids Help Phone) Canada Wide
free, 24/7 texting service is accessible immediately to youth
toreachan

English speaking Crisis Responder and TEXTO to to
reach a French-speaking Crisis Responder on any text/
SMS enabled cell phone.

KidsHelpPhone Ages 20 Years and Under in Canada

(Online or on the Phone). First Nations and Inuit

SPONSORED BY

Hope for Wellness 24/7 Help Line
(anadian Indian Residential Schools Crisis Line

Trans LifeLine — All Ages

Tri-Logging Ltd.

Tri-Logging
IS against
hullying

Whitecourt, AB T75 0C3 -

Robert Brown
Owner
3507 37th Avenue

Phone 780-778-0699
Fax 780-778-8431

FLINT

A Division of ClearStream

* I[nsulation

* Electrical & Instrumentation
* Fabrication & Modularization
* Maintenance & Turnarounds

+ Facility Construction

— 780-778-5000 - Pipeline Integrity Digs

« 24/7 Callout Services

continued from page 4

ing environments, con-
tinuum of supports &
services, cross-ministry
collaboration, early in-
tervention & ECS sup-
ports and professional
learning & capacity
building.

Under safe & inclu-
sive learning environ-
ments, the team rec-
ommended the design
and implementation of
a comprehensive Inclu-
sive Education Policy
Framework, with con-
sistent provincial guid-
ance. The report states
that role clarity is key,
“ensuring that expec-
tations are realistic and
sustainable.”

Under the continuum
of supports & services,
the team had two rec-
ommendations: ensur-
ing children/students
have timely access to
supports/services and a
collaborative approach
for service delivery
that includes families
and multidisciplinary
teams to address stu-
dents’ needs.

Among others, this
includes a formal re-
view cycle every 2-3
years with transparent
funding tied to student
complexity indicators,
and defined scope and
boundaries of the edu-
cational system’s role
in supporting clinical
and therapeutic needs.

One of the recom-

mendations that Pre-
mier Smith pointed to
as already in action was
within the cross-minis-
try collaboration cat-
egory, which she said
they used to create the
Class Size and Com-
plexity Cabinet Com-
mittee. “That came
from the insights in this
report,” said Premier
Smith.

This category also in-
cludes a cross-ministry
Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU) be-
tween departments and
shared funding models.

Under the profes-
sional learning & ca-
pacity building catego-
ry, the action team had
several medium-term
recommendations, in-
cluding  streamlining
certification for out-
of-province and in-
ternational  teachers,
as well as working to
standardize practicum
phases and certifica-
tion requirements with
Advanced Education
and post-secondary in-
stitutions. It includes
increasing staff to sup-
port professional learn-
ing time for teachers/
educational assistants,
and the expansion of
mentoring  programs
for staff development.

The report features a
summary of each ses-
sion held by the action
team from which they
crafted their recom-
mendations.  Sessions

included frontline staff
& community organi-
zations, frontline ex-
perts, early learning
frontline experts, fam-
ily & disability orga-
nizations, teaching &
educational assistants
training programs, and
school resource officers
& social services, all
of which took place in
the last two weeks of
August.

The next steps will
see the finalized re-
port given to the Class
Size and Complexity
Cabinet  Committee,
co-chaired by Premier
Smith and Minister
Demetrios Nicolaides,
where resources can
be allocated. Premier
Smith said they will
be receiving data from

Addressing

e e e e
Chief Superintendent of Edmonton Catholic Schools, Lynnette Anderson (centre).

school boards across
the province by Mon-
day, November 24 and
will meet as a commit-
tee twice before the
year ends, adding that
they want to get re-
sources out as soon as
possible.

“The work is really
going to stem from the
data that is collected,
guided by these rec-
ommendations. What
we are trying to do
initially is identify the
oversized classrooms
as well as the ones that
are incredibly complex
so that we can get the
extra resources to each
classroom,” said Pre-
mier Smith.

Also in attendance
at the press conference
was Joanne Pitman,

s it s

Chief  Superintendent
of the Calgary Board
of Education. “While
the report does outline
significant  challeng-
es currently, I need
to state that there are
many examples of
excellent, outstand-
ing programming and
supports across school
authorities. Our sys-
tem, schools, and pro-
fessional teams led by
our teachers and class-
rooms have shown a
high degree of com-
mitment to providing
strong  programming
across a broad range of
needs.”

She said that in the
Calgary Board of Edu-
cation area, they have
44,000 students where
English is a second

language, which is 31
percent of their student
population. “That’s
seventeen percent
higher than the rest of
the province,” said Pit-
man. She added that 1
in 5 students in her area
identified with special
education needs, and
that these were two sig-
nificant pressure points
for them.

To read the report,
visit www.alberta.ca/
aggression-and-com-
plexity-in-schools-ac-
tion-team and look
under Outcomes. Re-
source allocations are
expected to start rolling
out in January. Effects
on the local communi-
ty will be reported on
as information is made
available.
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FACT:

This book by Eric
Carle is one of the
most popular
children’s books
ever written.
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Creative Coloring THIS

Color in this picture to create your own masterpiece.
( | DAYIN
HISTORY
b O

NOV

/

1851: “Moby Dick” is
published in the
United States.

1889: Journalist
Nellie Bly begins a
successful trip to
travel around the

Double Word Puzzle world in less than 80
days.

Unscramble the individual words to reveal letters for the phrase.
1960: Ruby Bridges

becomes the first Black

RTHEEAC child to attend an

all-white elementary
school in Louisiana.

GDREA

TONE

LPTO

ILLUSTRATE

U provide a book
with pictures

abod ayj uin] :Jamsuy

@f How the

€€ sa
that i my

)9

English: Book
Spanish: Libro
Italian: Libro
French:lLivre
German: Buch

?

The vast majority of children’s
picture books are 32 pages in
length.

Get the K@y
Dld Ol | | PICTURE?

Canyou guess what
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Blanket Classified Ads

Alberta and NWT for 5269 (up to 25 words) $8.00 each additional word, These ads are placed in over 100
community newspapers throughout Alberta. We can also place ads In other provinces throughout Canada.

0Odds of a child becoming
a top fashion designer: 1 in 7,000

i 0dds 6f a child being diagnosed
inno

with autism: 1in

To learn more of the signs of autism, visit autisms peaks.org

x

A AUTISM SPEAKS™
L- a&.' 0 time to listen

Child Care

PROMOTE YOUR MES-
SAGE THROUGHOUT Al-
berta. The Blanket Classi-
fieds or Value Ads connect
with more than 500,000
readers in the province
each week. Choose from
three packages beginning
at $269, $299 or $599
to share your message in
over 70 Weekly Commu-
nity Newspapers.

Contact THIS NEWSPA-
PER today or email clas-
sifieds@awna.com for
more information. Call
1-800-282-6903 or 780-
434-8746 or visit www.
awna.com.

For Rent

BLANKET THE PROV-
INCE with a classified ad.
Only $269/wk (based on
25 words or less). Reach
75 weekly newspapers.
Call NOW for details.
1-800-282-6903; www.
awna.com; email classi-
fieds@awna.com.

For Sale

INTEGRITY POST FRAME
BUILDINGS since 2008
BUILT WITH CONCRETE
POSTS. Barns, Shops,
Riding Arenas, Machine
Sheds and more, sales@
integritybuilt.com 1-866-
974-7678 www.integrity-
built.com.

Letter to the Editor policy

The Press welcomes readers to write letters to the
Editor. A maximum of 300 words is preferred but not
necessary. Letters must carry a first name or two
initials with surname and include an address and
daytime telephone number. All letters are subject to
editing. Please email letters to wetpress@gmail.com.
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Alberta

(P}
Association

Weekly Newspapers

[ ress

A locally owned and family operated
newspaper serving Whitecourt

PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY

Contact

Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858
Email: wctpress@telus.net

8
e

Alberta
Weekly Newspapers
Association

The Press is printed on high quality newsprint using
vegetable based ink. We encourage you to share, save,
reuse, rehash & recycle.

Travel

EXTRAORDINARY VILLA
IN OSOYOOS, BC,

breathtaking lake views,

just 3 minutes from town.

Vacation in Canada's

warmest destination.
Or warmer weather, two
luxurious 5-star resort

units in Phoenix,
Arizona. Doug
306-716-2671.

Not slowing yet:
Housing starts pick up
momentum in October

By Siddhartha
Bhattacharya
| ATB ECONOMICS

Not slowing yet:
Housing starts pick up
momentum in October.

Alberta's new home
construction  activity
appears to be accel-
erating again after a
relatively slow third
quarter. While one data
point doesn't define a
trend, the recent num-
bers suggest a pick-up
in momentum,

In October, Alberta
recorded an average*
of 58,072 housing
starts**, an increase
from the 54,652 units
seen in September.
Starts were up 7.6%
from last October and
towered 71% above the
10-year average for the
month.

Housing activity in
Alberta has been strong
since mid-2023, large-
ly fueled by substan-
tial population growth.
Activity reached an
all-time high of 69,000
units in May of this
year before moderat-
ing, averaging 50,934
units in Q3, which co-
incided with a slow-
down in population
growth. However, the
more recent Septem-
ber and October num-
bers indicate a renewed
surge.

The average for the
first 10 months of 2025
now stands at 56,389
units, a 20% increase
year-to-date (YTD) and
the highest average on
record for this period.
Multi-unit  starts re-

main the primary driv-
er of this year's growth,
with a YTD increase of
28%. Single-unit con-
struction is also up, al-
beit by a more modest
pace of 5%.

Calgary drove the
majority of the October
pick-up, though Ed-
monton's activity has
tempered slightly from
its earlier multi-year
highs. Nonetheless,
both cities maintain a
pace of construction
above their 2024 levels
and 10-year averages.
For regions outside of
Calgary and Edmon-
ton, although monthly
data is limited, starts
are collectively up 15%
YTD, with notable in-
creases in Grande Prai-
rie and Medicine Hat.

Beyond Alberta, na-
tional housing starts
are showing some
signs of recovery after

annual declines con-
sistently since 2022.
YTD starts for other
provinces have ticked
up 1.3% from the first
ten months of 2024, al-
though October starts
remain about 10% be-
low the 10-year aver-
age for the month.
Housing starts are
a vital economic in-

dicator (GDP driv-
er), extending their
impact beyond just

homebuilding. For ex-
ample, the 33% surge
in starts during 2024
contributed to a 13%
increase in residential
construction spending,
accounting for about
a quarter of Alberta's
real GDP growth last
year.

Alberta is on track for
a record-breaking 2025
for housing starts, pro-
jected to exceed 55,000
units and surpass the

peaks of past housing
booms experienced in
1978, 2006/07, 2014,
and 2024. We expect
the pace of home con-
struction to slow next
year but still remain
above the 10-year aver-
age, as builders catch-
up to historic popu-
lation growth and as
migrant inflows ease.

*Seasonally adjusted
annual rate

**A housing start is
defined as the begin-
ning of construction
work on the building
where the dwelling unit
will be located. This
can be described in
two ways: 1) The stage
when the concrete has
been poured for the
whole of the footing
around the structure.
2) An equivalent stage
where a basement will
not be part of the struc-
ture.

Housing starts

= Edmonton

Seasonally adjusted at annual rates, six-month moving average

— Calgary — Restof Alberta

| ATB Econcerics |
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The
Whitecourt
Central School
Council/

Epic Society
provided a
generous
boost to the
Physical
Education
program,
purchasing a
range of new
equipment for
students and

staff to enjoy.
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Sign up for monthly payments!

The Tax Installment Payment Plan (TIPP) helps you budget
with confidence — spreading your annual taxes into
predictable monthly amounts.

¥ Consistent monthly payments (auto-withdraw on the 1° of
the month)

¥ No missed deadlines or late fees

¥ Peace of mind knowing your taxes are up to date

Application Deadline: December 12, 2025

For more information and to apply, please call 780-778-8400,
or visit woodlands.ab.ca/p/tipp-program

Sign up today and stay on track in 2026!

NOTICE OF SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING

Woodlands County Council will be holding a Special Council Meeting Thursday,
November 27 at 9:30am in the Municipal Office in Whitecourt. This meeting will
cover operating and capital budget matters.

JOIN US! Meetings are open to the public and are live streamed on the
Woodlands County YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/Woodlands County

Access meeting schedules, agenda packages, minutes, and more through our
CivicWeb Portal: woodlands.civicweb.net/Portal/

DAVE
KUSCH

PATRICIA
MACNEIL

ALAN
DEANE

KAREN
ST. MARTIN

Reeve, Division 1 — Anselmo Coundillor, Division 2 - Councillor, Division 3 - Councillor, Division 4 -
dave.kusch@woodlands.ab.ca Whitecourt West Whitecourt (entral Whitecourt East
780-778-9337 patricia il dlands.ab.ca alan.d ds.ab.ca Karen.. i dlands.ab.ca
780-268-3000 780-778-0894 780-778-0822

www.woodlands.ab.ca
780-778-8400

JENNA PETER BENNY ~  1esssiocsts
aamin@woodlanads.ab.ca
WRIGHT KUELKEN  WHITTEN °“7\iPecancss:
Councillor, Division 5 - Coundillor, Division 6 - Goose Councillor, Division 7 - I —
Blue Ridge Lake / Freeman River Fort Assiniboine / Timeu !
jenna.wri dlands.ab.ca peter.kuelk dlands.ab.ca benny.whitten@woodlands.ab.ca ABT7S N3

780-779-6765 780-284-2425 780-305-4655

www.whitecourtpress.com

A paint job of ice.

An unexpected, early morning rain shower and
temperatures hovering between three degrees and zero
made for a mess last Friday. Streets, driveways, and
sidewalks were transformed into skating rinks. Every
surface had a coating of ice, from vehicles to decks, patio
furniture, and trampolines. As residents opened their
doors to head to work, the surprise was unwelcome, to say
the least. Shortly after 6 am, school buses were promptly
cancelled, with Northern Gateway also cancelling them in
Mayerthorpe and Sangudo. Even the residential recycling
pickup was cancelled until the following Monday. As

the morning went on, reports came in of accidents on
Highway 43, including a jackknifed transport at the base
of Chickadee Hill. A firetruck sat across both westbound
lanes at the Eagle River Casino, letting motorists turn
around and head back to Whitecourt. The lanes remained
closed for hours. A similar incident also occurred near
Rochfort Bridge, where two transports spun out; one
jackknifed in the roadway and struck a portion of the
guardrail, while the other managed to avoid the first,
driving straight into the median and, thankfully, remaining
upright. There were also numerous other incidents along
Highway 43 involving large and small vehicles in the ditch.

Photolby TammylCharko)
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Compassionately serving families in Whitecourt,
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Mayerthorpe, and surrounding communities since 1941.
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Wheelchalr Accessible l,'h

We will help
you with:

+ Personalized Ceremonies

+ Pre-arranged Funeral Plans
+ Clergy / Church and Halls
+ Obituary Motices

+ Monument Tributes
+ Grief Support

+ Reception Catering /Flowers

+ Assistance with CPP Applications

Park Memorial...

Funeral Home & Crematorium

www.parkmemarial.cam

i : ﬂ_L j_"!&_‘_ e Af:iitime Fitnesgéiﬂ’_
John contributes a new toy to the
Anytime Fitness Whitecourt holiday toy
drive, helping the gym kick off another
season of giving. Donations of new,
unwrapped toys are being accepted
until Dec. 5, with all items going to
local families in need. Gym staff say
community support has already been
incredible, and they hope to fill the wall
with toys before the deadline.

Jenna-Mae plays piano for residents at
Spruceview Lodge. The young musician
visits several times a year to volunteer
and perform, and her music is always a
highlight for the seniors.

1age - Townf,’ofWhite{omﬁ

R

Last week, a special someone, whom we choose to describe as one of Santa's

elves straight out of the North Pole, received a shout-out on the Town of
Whitecourt's social media for another bounty of handmade knitted items that

they recently delivered to the Whitecourt Food Bank. The image showed three
overflowing bins of hats and other warm creations that this mysterious resident
elf had lovingly made throughout the year to gift them to those in need. This
year isn't the first time this elf has delivered such a bounty. Since they are
anonymous, hopefully they see one of their shout-outs, online or here, and
know how appreciated their love-filled act of kindness is, especially for those
who will be kept warm because of it. Merry Christmas to you!

WHITECOURT
ADOPTABLE

ANIMALS

Arlois a lively little character
with a big heart. This sweet,
affectionate boy loves to cuddle
and show his affection by
rubbing against anything—and
anyone—he adores. Though he
may be a bit shy at first,

once he bonds with his

person, he's incredibly

loyal and full of love.

Arlo is neutered and

up to date on

all vaccinations.

Photos are available.
> For more information,
please contact

«2780-778-5767

Whitecourt Pound at:

(=2 teoirarss can —

Tim Hortons in Whitecourt is looking
to fill the following positions:
Food Service Attendant

Full Time / Shift Work

Food Service Supervisor
Full Time / Shift Work

SHIFT INCENTIVE FOR OVERNIGHTS

Please apply in person at the restaurant.

4216 Elko Drive

4331-52 Ave Unit 1 |

\ Whitecourt, AB Whitecourt, AB




PAGE

10 Wednesday, November 26, 30725 4 s S

www.whitecourtpress.com

WOMBANIA

www.wombania.com

THEY SAY YOU CAN'T RUN AWAY
FROM YOUR PROBLEMS, BUT [

I'M GONNA TRY.

by PETER MARINACCI
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Submitted by the Whitecourt Legion

Thank you for your
contributions to our
Poppy Fund! Your gen-
erosity enables us to
provide essential as-
sistance to Veterans,
from meeting their ba-
sic needs to advancing
research on their men-
tal and physical health.
We continuously seek
innovative approaches,
both simple and com-
plex, to help them lead
fulfilling post-service

lives.

Your donations have
been instrumental in
our ongoing support
for Veterans, and your
continued backing is
very much appreciated.
In our community and
area, there are many
veterans, although you
may not know them
but they would be there
when a need arises.
They are your neigh-
bours, sons, daughters,

mothers and fathers.
They are in the audi-
ence at the Remem-
brance Day services,
not standing out, but
just there to pay respect
to those lost in con-
flicts, but also to pray
that history does not
repeat itself. Because
of the veterans we have
the freedom to stand on
the street corner to say
what we want to say, to
stay open during Re-

membrance Day, to do
our normal activities as
we would any other day
or spend a few minutes
to say “Thank You”.
Thank you for tak-
ing the time to come
to the Remembrance
Day service, come to
the Legion to visit even
though it was a work
day the next day. We
hope you enjoyed the
activities and lunch.
We presented some

Bursaries to students
going on to secondary
schools.

We also look forward
to entries for the Post-
er and Literacy con-
test from younger stu-
dents later this week.
For more information
about the contest, call
Ian McDermid, Poppy
Chair, 780-778-2711.

The Legion in White-
court has been in your
neighbourhood for al-
most 99 years (In April
of 2026) helping those
who return home with

3

Lress

Grab your weekly copy of The Press
at the following locations:

1°T GHOIGE

CONVENIENCE AND WASH

' 4
ELEVE
B

N

PETRO-CANADA.
(Dynamic Plaza)

Rexall

e

nofrills

» Jlower food prices

Chevron

A ress

anything they may
need, and those fam-
ilies of veterans who
also need support. The
families and Veterans
can make contact to
our President and Ser-
vice Officer (in confi-
dence), Ralph Schutte
at 780-779-8543 or lan
McDermid at 780-778-
2711 (can leave a mes-

sage).

NEED HELP? GALL ANYTIME! (23-1)

* Mental Health Helpline 1-877-303-2642 = Addiction Helpline 1-866-332-2322 * Health Link 811
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YOUR ONLY LOCAL CARRIER SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1950

Proud supporter of
our local Organizations l HITECOURT

P . S 780'778'2226 TRANSPORT INC.

WHITECOURT Providing timely and e "Serving the community for over 30 years"
easily accessible financial The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food
CANCER & for Whi in order to help families in need.
WELLNESS support for Whitecourt - Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm
patients and their families Phone: 780-778-2341 Located within the Carlan
SOC | ETY who are dealing witha Services Community Centre
cancer diagnosis.
Kim Nendsa (President of Whitecourt Cancer & Wellness Society) m 24/7 CRISIS LINE o = f‘ﬁ”‘f‘{' Sapporiive Residncial
780-778-0932 Aimee Grierson 780-262-0222 https://wctcancerwellness.com/ 780 .778.6209 Euirereient fie Wesnen With or Without Children, Flesing
1.800.467.4049 Family Violenee & Experiencing Crisis
n WELLSPRING Outreach Support Program:
FAMILY RESOURCE g S CAdvoenoy, Follow-Up & Support Groups for
& CRISIS CENTRE mﬁﬁnkm;ﬂ :I.ijl.ll'frill \Vhilﬂ'ull.-r': a||IJ| ]F-I.'l'lu-.l:ll-“tm
R o t L d Communities
ecover u ou NEJ @whitecourt_shelter Chald SuFPurt ngrmn:
® u Child Care & Afker School Programs = Age Appropriate Programs &

Support for Children Who Have Beeny Affected By Family Violence

- Mondays are in person, at the Family Worship Center upstairs, and I e Finciion
online (hybrid) at 7:30pm Mﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ' e e

- Fridays 7:30pm at the Whitecourt Baptist Church in person only. H/ Family Resource & Crisis Centre

www.whitecourtshelter.ca

Z00OM ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude

CALL Ruth Whitecourt Alcoholics
G RIEF S HARE 780-674-7182 Anonymous Group

Meetings are three times each week 4?
Support group on Tuesdays 6:30 pm — 8:30 pm, September 16 — “Mondlay 8:00 pm - 8:00 pm E"“”"@t
. - Wednesday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
December 2, Crossroads Community Church, 4719 44 Avenue - Friday 8:00 pm -9:00 pm
Located at the United Church Basement on Legion Street (formerly
Mayerthorpe’ Pre_registration is required 5201- 50 Street), Please Leave a Message for Our AA member or

Contact Addictions Helpline @1(866)332-2322

WORD SEARCH CROSSWORDS
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Whitecourt Veterinary
92 Ave

Clinic 4439 -

Sales & Service Directory

Leanne Gould
A ? Mortgage Associate
Lfﬂ"' ¥

where pefs are family_.

5 s03.505.5006
) leanne gould i mongag egroup. oom
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Prowdmg Traffic

Controliand Piloting

780-865-5815

« Traffic Control
Personnel
« Provide service for
emergency lane or road
closures
+ Construction
zone setups

Road® Momtorlng
& Radar Services

Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties

-
A.C. Waring

o v whitecourtaress.com ——]

& Associates Inc.
Licensed Insolvency Trustee
Trustee in Bankruptcy

DEBT PROBLEMS??2?
780-424-9944

Bank Loan Recalled?
Wage Garnishment? Mortgage/Rent Arrears?

Call Us. Talk to Us. We can help you NOW.
FREE Consultation

Foreclosure Fear?

e

Get the Whitecourt
Press App at
iTunes AppStore
and Google
play.

4 ailzble on the

¢ App store

R

Chedk us out
onlineat
whitecourtpress.com

Garden Sheds ¢ GCustom or Pre-huilt « Delivery Available
780-778-4404

Help is close to home’

RESCHKE FRITZ LLP

PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

F

MARK R. RESCHKE, CPA, CA
PARTNER

Tax planning
Corporate & Personal Tax Preparation
Full Accounting Services

BIJ‘I 569: #IﬂL 5”11 i 51 !'llH:
Whitecourt, AB T7S 1N6

780-778-3981 mreschke@rfllp.ca

9

Accounting * Tax » Estates & Trusts * Bookkeeping

Controllership « Audit & Review Engagements

Visit www_whitecourtpress.com

P METRIX GROUP ..

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL
ACCOUNTANTS

4927-51 AVENUE, PO BOX 328, WHITECOURT, AB T75 1N5

Michael Epp Terry St. Laurent Braedon Nawrot

CPA, CA, CMA CPA, CGA, CA CPA
Partner Partner Manager
Edmonton Lloydminster Fox Creek/Whitecourt

T: 780-489-9606 T: 780-875-7433

Fort Saskatchewan
T: 780-992-0266

ToLL FREE: 1-877-489-9606 METRIXGROUP.CA

T: 780-778-3091

Evansburg
T: 780-727-2017

Whitecourt RCMP
deploy bait vehicle,
arrest two in property
crime investigation

| By Haylee Winger

A targeted RCMP
operation aimed at ad-
dressing an increase in
local vehicle thefts has
resulted in the arrest
of two individuals af-
ter police intercepted
a bait vehicle that had
been placed earlier this
fall.

The bait vehicle was
deployed in October
2025 in response to
what officers described
as a growing number
of stolen vehicles in
the Whitecourt area.
On Nov. 5, RCMP re-
ceived an alert that
the vehicle had been
moved. Officers locat-
ed it shortly afterward,

prevented an attempt-
ed escape, and arrested
the two occupants.
During the arrest,
police seized a small
amount of metham-
phetamine and bear

spray.
Both individuals
were charged with

possession of stolen
property, possession of
a controlled substance,
possession of break-
and-enter tools, and
possession of a weap-
on for a dangerous pur-
pose.

One of the individ-
uals faces addition-
al charges, including
theft of a motor vehi-
cle, flight from police,

mischief under $5,000,
and two Traffic Safety
Act violations.

The accused were
brought before a jus-
tice of the peace and
released on conditions.

They are scheduled
to appear in Alber-
ta Court of Justice in
Whitecourt on Nov.
25, 2025.

RCMP stated the op-
eration reflects ongo-
ing efforts to address
community —concerns
surrounding property
crime by using inves-
tigative tools, public
information, and crime
analysis to proactively
deter theft in the re-
gion.



