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Just a phone call 
away from your 

home buying and 
selling needs.

By Serena Lapointe
Towards the end of 

2025, Whitecourt Town 
Council fielded sever-
al presentations from 
different committees, 
including Communities 
in Bloom (CIB). Ann 
Blackwell, who has 
been on the committee 
for eight or nine years, 
gave the presentation 
at the Forest Interpre-
tive Centre, steps away 
from one of the CIB’s 
proudest spots. “I’m 
very proud of the For-
est Interpretive Centre 
garden,” she began.

The John and Audrey 
Dahl Heritage Park 
Garden is one of sever-
al spots the committee 
takes care of and has 
become a favourite for 
lunch stops, a meeting 
place for friends, for 
photo ops, and out-of-
town guests travelling 
through who stop and 
smell the flowers. At 
its center, the garden 
features a maple tree 
planted in honour of 
Canada’s 150th Anni-
versary. Blackwell said 
CIB hopes to install so-
lar lights on the tree this 
summer.

One of the most re-
cent updates was brand 
new wooden flower 

beds that are higher 
off the ground. Since 
engaging youth is one 
of the focuses for CIB, 
when it came time to 
fill the beds, the White-
court Taekwondo Club 
answered the call. 

“They brought their 
kids, and there were 
like twenty people, and 
it took them maybe an 
hour and a half. It was 
a huge pile of dirt, and 

| By Serena Lapoinnte
At the end of 2025, 

Town Council was 
asked by administra-
tion to support an ap-
plication to the Stra-
tegic Transportation 
Infrastructure Program 
(STIP) under the Re-
source Road Program 

(RRP) stream for a 
project that would sup-
port industrial growth 
in Whitecourt. The 
project is specifically 
focused on extending 
33 Street down to the 
CN train tracks, open-
ing up more land for 
heavy industrial proj-

ects. If successful, the 
Town of Whitecourt 
could snag 50 percent 
of the project’s cost, 
up to three million dol-
lars.

Whitecourt’s 50-
Year Comprehensive 

continued on page 5

continued on page 8

Industrial growth mindset as 
Council approves application to 

seek funding for street extension

A project a few years in the making is getting a headstart 
thanks to the opportunity of snagging provincial dollars. If 
completed, the project would allow Whitecourt to grow its 
industrial base for years to come. Pictured is 41 Avenue with 
33 Street (right) and the future extension path on the left.

When it comes to sprucing up the 
community, the Communities in Bloom 
Committee is one busy bunch. It was a 
skeleton crew over the last season, but 
thankfully, growing interest late in the 
2025 season has brought more people to 
the table, interested in getting into the 
dirt for 2026. Pictured is Ann Blackwell 
alongside the beautiful new flower beds.

Communities in 
Bloom - 2025 successes 

and plans for 2026
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Bullying can affect anyone: How 
to recognize it and take action

By Haylee Winger
Bullying is more than 

just mean words or 
teasing. It is a pattern 
of repeated aggressive 
behavior used by one 
person to gain power 
or control over another, 
and it can have lasting 
emotional, social, and 
physical effects. While 
children are often the 
focus of discussions 
about bullying, adults 
can also be targets in 
workplaces, social set-
tings, and other areas 
of life. Anyone who ex-
periences bullying can 
feel trapped, powerless, 
and unsure how to pro-
tect themselves.

Recognizing bully-
ing is the first step in 
addressing it. It usually 
involves an imbalance 
of power, harmful be-
havior, and repeated 
incidents. The actions 
may be physical, such 
as hitting, pushing, or 
kicking, or emotional, 
including name-call-
ing, teasing, threats, or 
insults. Bullying can 
happen directly, face-
to-face, or indirect-

ly behind someone’s 
back through gossip, 
exclusion, or spread-
ing rumors. Repetition 
is key; harmful behav-
ior that continues over 
time makes it harder 
for the victim to es-
cape or recover.

Parents and caregiv-
ers play a critical role 
in helping children 
navigate bullying. 
Open communication, 

observing changes in 
behavior, and stepping 
in early can prevent 
harm from escalating. 
Discussing bullying 
openly, encourag-
ing children to share 
their experiences, and 
maintaining regular 
contact with teachers 
or school counselors 
are practical ways 
adults can provide 
support. Quick inter-

vention can be very 
effective: research 
shows that when other 
children step in, bul-
lying stops more than 
half the time within 
just 10 seconds.

Bullying continues 
to be a serious problem 
in Canada, according 
to research from Chil-
dren First Canada, a 
charitable organization 
that advocates for the 

rights and well-being 
of children across the 
country. According to 
the report, 71 percent 
of youth aged 12-17 
reported experiencing 
bullying in the past 
year. While 71 percent 
of teachers say they act 
to prevent bullying, 
only 25 percent of stu-
dents feel supported by 
adults at school. About 
one in four teens has 

experienced cyberbul-
lying in the last year. 
More than half of 
youth have witnessed 
racially motivated bul-
lying at school, and 
14 percent have expe-
rienced it themselves. 
These statistics show 
the ongoing need for 
awareness, interven-
tion, and peer support. 
Bullying is not just a 
childhood problem; 
adults may encoun-
ter similar challenges, 
making prevention and 
understanding import-
ant for all ages.

If you, your child, a 
friend, or someone you 
know has experienced 
or witnessed bully-
ing and would like to 
share their story anon-
ymously, we’d love to 
hear from you. Your 
story can help raise 
awareness and make a 
difference. Please send 
submissions to the-
presswtc@gmail.com, 
Attn: Haylee Winger. 
Together, we can help 
others understand the 
impact of bullying and 
take action to stop it.

SPONSORED BY

Tri-Logging 
is against 
bullying

Putting a face 
on suicide

Every 40 seconds somewhere around the world 
someone dies by suicide, that’s 99 people every 66 
minutes. Every day, that’s almost 100 people in the 

United States alone, and over 2160 worldwide. Putting 
a Face on Suicide (PAFOS) is a suicide awareness proj-

ect that creates posters and videos to pay tribute to 
those we have lost to suicide with dignity and respect. 

PAFOS humanizes the daunting statistics; lovingly 
replacing numbers with faces.

If your life is in danger or you know someone’s life is in danger DIAL EMERGENCY NOW 911!
If you are experiencing suicidal thoughts, 

you need to know that you’re not alone. You 
can also call if you are not in crisis, seeking 

additional information. The new Canada 
Suicide Prevention Service (CSPS), by Crisis 

Services Canada, enables callers anywhere in 

Canada to access crisis support by phone, in 
French or English: toll-free 1-833-456-4566 

Available 24/7
Crisis Text Line (Powered by Kids Help 

Phone) Canada Wide free, 24/7 texting service 
is accessible immediately to youth anywhere 

in Canada by texting TALK to 686868 to reach 
an English speaking Crisis Responder and 

TEXTO to 686868 to reach a French-speaking 
Crisis Responder on any text/ 

SMS enabled cell phone.
KidsHelpPhone Ages 20 Years and Under 

in Canada 1-800-668-6868 (Online or on 
the Phone). First Nations and Inuit Hope for 
Wellness 24/7 Help Line 1-855-242-3310

Canadian Indian Residential Schools Crisis 
Line 1-866-925-4419

Trans LifeLine – All Ages 1-877-330-6366
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Thu., Jan. 15
Mainly sunny

20%
0ºC
-7ºC

NW 25 km/h
-

Sat., Jan. 17
Mix of sun and clouds

20%
-1ºC
-7ºC

W 7 km/h
-

 Sun., Jan. 18
Sunny
20%
-6ºC
-11ºC

W 23 km/h
-

Fri., Jan. 16
Mainly sunny

30%
-3ºC
-3ºC

W 11 km/h
-

Wed., Jan. 14
Mainly sunny

30%
8ºC
0ºC

SW 21 km/h
-

Dollar Values as of January 14, 2026

One Canadian Dollar = 0.71 US Dollar
at an exchange rate of 0.7187 (using nominal rate).

Money Matters
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1ST CHOICE
CONVENIENCE AND WASH

(Dynamic Plaza)
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ADOPTABLE
WHITECOURT

ANIMALS

Meet Noelle

If you would like to 
meet Noelle, please 
contact the 
Whitecourt Pound at:
�� 780-778-5767

This beautiful girl is a bit shy and 
still learning to trust, but with 

patience and a loving home, she 
is sure to blossom into a 

wonderful companion.
Noelle is quiet, gentle, and 

friendly, though understandably 
reserved right now. 

She �nds comfort 
cuddled up in her 

blankets and would 
do best in a calm 

environment where 
she can feel 

safe and secure.

Noelle is a 
6-year-old 
long-haired female 
who is spayed and 
up to date on all 
vaccinations. 

Shift Incentive for Overnights

Please Please 
recycle recycle 

this paperthis paper

Page sponsored byPage sponsored by

S C H O O L  N E W S

Students from Pat Hardy School make 
the most of winter weather, laughing and 
playing in the snow during recess.

Last week, students from the Grade 1/2 Klassen at Pat Hardy School made a splash during a fun-filled 
swimming outing.  

Pat Hardy School photo Pat Hardy School photo 

Thank you to 
whomever 

shovelled my 
driveway on 

Lyons Crescent. 
It was greatly 
appreciated!!
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Thirty-third Street (bottom middle, vertical) would cross 41 
Avenue into the forest. 

Google EarthGoogle Earth

Growth Study pinpoint-
ed that the most urgent-
ly needed land use for 
the community was 
industrial land, high-
lighting that current 
vacancies for industrial 
parcels and shop va-
cancies are low. Given 
the community’s land-
scape and size of in-
dustrial zones that flank 
it, Whitecourt does not 
have many spaces left 
to place large industrial 
projects or to create a 
new industrial zone.

Along with the growth 
study, the project also 
aligns with the Town’s 
Municipal Development 

Plan, which lists having 
land identified for indus-
trial development as a 
main goal. It also aims 
to prioritize the provi-
sion of services for the 
development of industry 
and the promotion of the 
community as a great 
spot for industries to 
do business, giving the 
community longevity 
for years to come.     

The parcel of land 
north of 41 Avenue at 
the 33 Street intersec-
tion, west of Eastlink 
Park and across the 
road from the Transfer 
Station, could open up 
more land for industrial 
projects with the exten-
sion of 33 Street acting 

as an access point into 
the newly crafted in-
dustrial area down to 
the train tracks.

STIP funding is spe-
cifically for maintain-
ing and developing 
local transportation 
infrastructure, and the 
project fits those pa-
rameters. Jeannine 
Loberg, Director of 
Planning and Devel-
opment, explained that 
the application is part 
of getting prepared for 
the next phase of in-
dustry development in 
Whitecourt.

“With the STIP fund-
ing, there is a Resource 
Road Program for proj-
ects such as this that 

| By Haylee Winger
Alberta RCMP are 

advising motorists to 
take extra care on pro-
vincial highways fol-
lowing an increase in 
deadly collisions over 
the winter months.

Early figures indicate 
that 20 fatal crashes 
occurred across K Di-
vision in December, 
exceeding the 10-year 
average of 16.7. Po-
lice say winter driving 

conditions, including 
snow and icy roads, are 
believed to have played 
a role in many of these 
incidents.

The trend has con-
tinued into the start of 
the new year. In the 
first four days of Janu-
ary, four fatal collisions 
were reported in Al-
berta, resulting in four 
deaths. Weather condi-
tions are suspected to 
be a contributing factor 

in three of the crashes, 
although investigations 
are still underway.

RCMP remind driv-
ers to reduce speed, 
increase following dis-
tance, and allow extra 
time to reach their des-
tinations during winter 
travel. Police also note 
that postponing travel 
until road conditions 
improve can help re-
duce the risk of serious 
collisions.

continued from page 1

Teamwork was on display as students from the Grade 2 
Turcotte class at Pat Hardy School collaborated to build 
quinzhees (snow huts) during outdoor learning.  

fund roads for industrial 
purposes. The 33 Street 
extension wasn’t antic-
ipated in our plan until 
about 2028 or 2029, 
however we are working 
with a developer who 
has indicated they may 
need this road sooner to 
bring on industrial de-
velopment in that area,” 
explained Loberg.

She said that getting 
ready and seeking out 
funding ahead of time 
enables the community 
to be poised and ready 
to take advantage of 
opportunities as they 
come, rather than being 
held back.

“That is our next 
phase for industrial 
development, and it is 
important that we are 
ready to capture those 

opportunities should 
they arise,” added 
Loberg.

The 50 percent re-
maining cost to the mu-
nicipality is encouraged 
by STIP to be split be-
tween the town and the 
private sector that di-
rectly benefits from the 
road’s creation. If the 
Town of Whitecourt is 
successful in securing 
STIP funding for the 33 
Street extension proj-
ect, a cost- sharing plan 
will be brought back to 
a future Council meet-
ing, along with a devel-
opment agreement with 
the private developer. 
Information surround-
ing the developer re-
mains minimal, outside 
of the extension project 
and interest in that area 

of the community. As 
the planning gets closer 
to fruition, more infor-
mation will be shared 
with the public.  

 “The nice thing 
about this 33 Street ex-
tension project is that it 
is shovel-ready. We’ve 
got some preliminary 
engineering done, so it 
is an easy grant submis-
sion to apply for under 
this stream of funding. 
Administration is look-
ing for Council’s sup-
port to proceed with 
the application,” said 
Loberg. Before making 
the motion, Councillor 
Braden Lanctot said, 
“I see no reason why 
we wouldn’t do this.” 
His colleagues agreed, 
passing the motion 
unanimously.

Alberta RCMP urge caution 
after rise in fatal winter crashes

The PressThe Press
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"Serving the community for over 30 years"
The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food  

in order to help families in need. 
Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm

Phone: 780-778-2341 Located within the Carlan  
Services Community Centre

Providing timely and 
easily accessible financial 

support for Whitecourt 
patients and their families 

who are dealing with a 
cancer diagnosis.

Kim Nendsa (President of Whitecourt  Cancer & Wellness Society)  
780-778-0932 Aimee Grierson 780-262-0222 https://wctcancerwellness.com/

Recover Out Loud
•	 Mondays are in person, at the Family Worship Center upstairs, and 

online (hybrid) at 7:30pm  
•	 Fridays 7:30pm at the Whitecourt Baptist Church in person only.

ZOOM ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude
Whitecourt Alcoholics 
Anonymous Group 

Support group on Tuesdays 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm, September 16 – 
December 2, Crossroads Community Church, 4719 44 Avenue

Mayerthorpe, Pre-registration is required 

Meetings are three times each week
• Monday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
• Wednesday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
• Friday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Located at the United Church Basement on Legion 
Street (formerly 5201 - 50 Street), Please Leave a Mes-
sage for Our AA member or Contact Addictions Helpline 
@1(866)332-2322

CALL Ruth  
780-674-7182

Your only LOCAL carrier serving the Community since 1950
Proud supporter of 

our local Organizations
780-778-2226

This page is sponsored by:

NEED HELP? CALL ANYTIME! (24-7)
• Mental Health Helpline 1-877-303-2642  

• Addiction Helpline 1-866-332-2322  
• Health Link 811
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Silver linings: A look 
into what’s driving 

silver’s outperformance

Industrial growth mindset 
as Council approves 

application to seek funding 
for street extension

| By Carol Kamel 
ATB ECONOMICS 

A few months back, 
I highlighted gold’s 
ascent amid a year de-
fined by volatility.  I 
want to pivot to the 
asset that has arguably 
stolen the show. In this 
edition of the Twen-
ty-Four, we examine 
what’s behind silver’s 
remarkable run.

Silver is often dis-
missed as the cheaper, 
more volatile relative 
of gold, but at US$77 
an ounce (as of this 
morning) and a re-
cord rally of ~140% in 
2025, it demands more 
attention. Although 
down from its Decem-
ber high of US$84, 
the precious metal has 
received a boost from 
the latest whirlwind 
of geopolitical events 
that have unfolded 
- most recently, the 
capture of Venezuelan 
President Maduro and 
Greenland annexation 
headlines. For con-
text, an ounce of silver 
now costs more than a 
barrel of oil, a rarity 
we haven’t seen since 
1980.
A safe haven asset
Like gold, silver is a 

safe haven asset, mean-
ing it tends to attract in-
vestors in times of un-
certainty and concern 
surrounding fiscal sus-
tainability. It also bene-
fits from lower interest 
rates (which reduces 
the opportunity cost of 
holding non-yielding 
assets) and a weaker 
U.S. dollar (silver is 
priced in U.S. dollars, 

a weaker greenback 
makes the metal cheap-
er for international 
buyers). Silver has also 
attracted investors who 
are increasingly reluc-
tant to chase gold at its 
current record highs, 
leading to spillover 
demand into other pre-
cious metals.

A conductor 
- enabling 

electrification
But, perhaps most 

importantly, silver’s 
price is also determined 
by what happens on 
factory floors where it 
is used to make a wide 
variety of products in-
cluding circuit boards, 
solar panels and medi-
cal supplies.

As such, silver oc-
cupies a unique posi-
tion in global markets, 
straddling the line be-
tween monetary assets 
and industrial inputs. 
It is treated like a safe 
haven in periods of un-
certainty, and it is si-
multaneously a critical 
physical resource for 
the modern economy. 
As the most conductive 
metal on Earth, silver is 
extensively utilized in 
electric vehicles, solar 
panels, and the infra-
structure that underpins 
AI data centres.

A shortage of this 
critical metal

One of the main price 
drivers of silver is the 
narrative that there is 
a global shortage. Ac-
cording to the 2025 
World Silver Survey, 
the market is now in its 
fifth consecutive year 
of structural supply 

deficits, with inven-
tories at multi-decade 
lows. This imbalance 
is difficult to resolve, in 
large part because more 
than 70% of silver min-
ing supply is a result 
of byproduct mining, 
meaning it is extracted 
as a byproduct of min-
ing other metals like 
copper, gold, zinc, and 
lead. Currently Peru 
leads the world in sil-
ver reserves, but Mex-
ico leads in production 
with China coming in 
second.

A strategic asset
Concurrently, gov-

ernments are increas-
ingly viewing key in-
dustrial metals through 
a strategic lens. Most 
recently, China, the 
world’s second largest 
exporter of the metal, 
has tightened controls 
on silver exports in 
2026, citing national 
security. This recent 
action draws compar-
isons to the country’s 
earlier restrictions on 
rare earth minerals.

The bottom line
What sets silver apart 

in this cycle is that its 
strength is not purely 
speculative. It reflects a 
convergence of declin-
ing confidence in fiat 
currencies, structur-
al supply constraints, 
and rising industrial 
demand. As we move 
into 2026, silver will 
be worth watching not 
only for what it says 
about investor senti-
ment but also what it 
reveals about where 
strategic resource poli-
cy is headed next.

| By Serena Lapoinnte
At the end of 2025, 

Town Council was 
asked by administra-
tion to support an ap-
plication to the Stra-
tegic Transportation 
Infrastructure Program 
(STIP) under the Re-
source Road Program 
(RRP) stream for a 
project that would sup-
port industrial growth 
in Whitecourt. The 
project is specifically 
focused on extending 
33 Street down to the 
CN train tracks, open-
ing up more land for 
heavy industrial proj-
ects. If successful, the 
Town of Whitecourt 
could snag 50 percent 
of the project’s cost, up 
to three million dollars.

Whitecourt’s 50-
Year Comprehensive 
Growth Study pinpoint-
ed that the most urgent-
ly needed land use for 
the community was 
industrial land, high-
lighting that current 
vacancies for industrial 
parcels and shop va-
cancies are low. Given 
the community’s land-
scape and size of in-
dustrial zones that flank 
it, Whitecourt does not 
have many spaces left 
to place large industrial 
projects or to create a 
new industrial zone.

Along with the 
growth study, the proj-
ect also aligns with 
the Town’s Municipal 
Development Plan, 
which lists having land 
identified for industrial 
development as a main 
goal. It also aims to pri-
oritize the provision of 
services for the devel-
opment of industry and 
the promotion of the 
community as a great 

spot for industries to 
do business, giving the 
community longevity 
for years to come.     

The parcel of land 
north of 41 Avenue at 
the 33 Street intersec-
tion, west of Eastlink 
Park and across the 
road from the Transfer 
Station, could open up 
more land for industrial 
projects with the exten-
sion of 33 Street acting 
as an access point into 
the newly crafted in-
dustrial area down to 
the train tracks.

STIP funding is spe-
cifically for maintain-
ing and developing 
local transportation 
infrastructure, and the 
project fits those pa-
rameters. Jeannine 
Loberg, Director of 
Planning and Devel-
opment, explained that 
the application is part 
of getting prepared for 
the next phase of in-
dustry development in 
Whitecourt.

“With the STIP fund-
ing, there is a Resource 
Road Program for proj-
ects such as this that 
fund roads for indus-
trial purposes. The 33 
Street extension wasn’t 
anticipated in our plan 
until about 2028 or 
2029, however we are 
working with a devel-
oper who has indicat-
ed they may need this 
road sooner to bring on 
industrial development 
in that area,” explained 
Loberg.

She said that getting 
ready and seeking out 
funding ahead of time 
enables the community 
to be poised and ready 
to take advantage of 
opportunities as they 
come, rather than being 

held back.
“That is our next 

phase for industrial 
development, and it is 
important that we are 
ready to capture those 
opportunities should 
they arise,” added 
Loberg.

The 50 percent re-
maining cost to the mu-
nicipality is encouraged 
by STIP to be split be-
tween the town and the 
private sector that di-
rectly benefits from the 
road’s creation. If the 
Town of Whitecourt is 
successful in securing 
STIP funding for the 33 
Street extension proj-
ect, a cost- sharing plan 
will be brought back to 
a future Council meet-
ing, along with a devel-
opment agreement with 
the private developer. 
Information surround-
ing the developer re-
mains minimal, outside 
of the extension project 
and interest in that area 
of the community. As 
the planning gets closer 
to fruition, more infor-
mation will be shared 
with the public.  

“The nice thing about 
this 33 Street exten-
sion project is that it 
is shovel-ready. We’ve 
got some preliminary 
engineering done, so it 
is an easy grant submis-
sion to apply for under 
this stream of funding. 
Administration is look-
ing for Council’s sup-
port to proceed with 
the application,” said 
Loberg. Before making 
the motion, Councillor 
Braden Lanctot said, 
“I see no reason why 
we wouldn’t do this.” 
His colleagues agreed, 
passing the motion 
unanimously.

Brooklyn, a Woodlands County employee, stands ready to work 
before heading out to clear and sand County roads.

Woodlands County photo Woodlands County photo 
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there was nothing left 
after.” Blackwell said 
she loves the commit-
tee and called it her pas-
sion. “It’s very exciting 
to see the flowers grow 
and all that colour.” She 
said they spent 2025 fo-
cusing on building up 
programs and encour-
aging residents to step 
forward and volunteer 
with the group. “It has 
been myself this year, 
as the only member, of 
course, with the town 
helping me out a great 
deal.” Councillor Tara 
Baker is the commit-
tee’s council represen-
tative.

“I’ve been working 
on recruitment, and 
we had approximately 

eleven people at our last 
meeting, which was the 
first time we had that 
many come. Councillor 
Baker was elated to see 
that many volunteers at 
the table,” said Black-
well, adding that she 
hopes to foster aware-
ness of CIB at their up-
coming planting events 
and meet new people.

One of the CIB 
projects that residents 
might’ve seen while 
out in the communi-
ty was the Love Your 
Yard Campaign, which 
continues to grow 
each year. “We put up 
signs to encourage the 
community to beauti-
fy Whitecourt, and the 
town also has tours of 
these yards. Homeown-
ers who beautified their 

yards had the opportu-
nity to be recognized, 
and those who received 
Love Your Yard signs 
expressed that they felt 
honoured to be nomi-
nated,” said Blackwell.

Over the summer of 
2025, 53 signs were 
planted in beauti-
ful yards throughout 
Whitecourt, the fourth 
year for the recogni-
tion program. “We or-
dered 40 more signs. 
It is rewarding for 
both the CIB and the 
patrons who have the 
signs planted in their 
yards, and it also helps 
people recognize our 
presence,” said Black-
well, noting that signs 
need to be returned to 
the AJMC in the fall so 
they can be reused.

Councillor Tara Bak-
er said she is happy 
they will have more 
signs to put out this 
summer, and that they 
will also have dou-
ble-sided signs, cre-
ating more options 
for sign placement. 
“There’s no shortage of 
nominations. It’s hard 
not to pick the one right 
next to it when you’re 
dropping one off, so I 
think the idea of having 
more is a good thing.”

Although the Com-
munity Garden and the 
CIB are different en-
tities, members of the 
CIB tend to several 
plots at the garden and 
donate what they grow. 
“CIB has been recog-

One of 53 Love Your Yard signs placed 
last summer.

continued from page 1
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DAVE 
KUSCH

Reeve, Division 1 – Anselmo
dave.kusch@woodlands.ab.ca

780-778-9337

PATRICIA 
MACNEIL

Councillor, Division 2 - 
Whitecourt West

patricia.macneil@woodlands.ab.ca
780-268-3000

ALAN 
DEANE

Councillor, Division 3 - 
Whitecourt Central

alan.deane@woodlands.ab.ca
780-778-0894

KAREN 
ST. MARTIN

Councillor, Division 4 - 
Whitecourt East

karen.stmartin@woodlands.ab.ca
780-778-0822

JENNA 
WRIGHT
Councillor, Division 5 - 

Blue Ridge
jenna.wright@woodlands.ab.ca 

780-779-6765

PETER 
KUELKEN

Councillor, Division 6 - Goose Lake / 
Freeman River

peter.kuelken@woodlands.ab.ca 
780-284-2425

BENNY 
WHITTEN

Councillor, Division 7 - 
Fort Assiniboine / Timeu

benny.whitten@woodlands.ab.ca 
780-305-4655

www.woodlands.ab.ca

780-778-8400 
1-888-870-6315

admin@woodlands.ab.ca 
1 Woodlands Lane, 

Whitecourt, 
AB T7S 1N3 

REMINDER! JANUARY 23 to JANUARY 26, all Bulk Water Fill Stations will upgrade to a 
prepaid online account system. During this 4-day window, there will be service disruptions 
and access to water may be unavailable. 

IMPORTANT! BEFORE JANUARY 26, contact either County O�  ce to create an online 
account. It will be required for access to all Bulk Water Fill Stations.

Thank you for your patience and cooperation during this transition!

Whitecourt O�  ce: 780-778-8400, Fort Assiniboine O�  ce: 780-584-3866
utilities@woodlands.ab.ca

For more info: woodlands.ab.ca/p/water-� ll-stations

Starting January 2, 2026, registration packages for the supply of equipment and/or 
gravel trucks will be available. 

Applicants can pick up registration packages at either Municipal O�  ce, or download regis-
trations forms at: www.woodlands.ab.ca

A copy of valid insurance must be attached, with Woodlands County added to your insur-
ance, as additionally insured. Registrations are e� ective until December 31, 2026. 

For further information: Email: admin@woodlands.ab.ca, Phone: 780-778-8400

Unable to clear your private driveway? We can help! Come into either County O�  ce to 
purchase a snowplow � ag and � ll out a waiver form. When you want your driveway 
cleared:
• STEP 1: Submit an online Service Request: woodlands.ab.ca/p/service-request
• STEP 2: Place the � ag in a highly visible location beside the entrance of your driveway.

When the grader operator � nishes plowing your driveway, they will collect the � ag. 
For more information: woodlands.ab.ca/p/winter-operations

Do you or a neighbour need help covering the cost of snow clearing? 
Residents who are senior citizens, low-income, or have physical or mental disabilities may 
qualify to receive up to 3 snowplow � ags per residence per year under the Woodlands 
County Bene� ts Program. For more information, please visit: 
woodlands.ab.ca/p/bene� ts-program
_____________________________________________________________________

SAND AVAILABLE: Free sand is available for pick-up at both municipal o�  ces and all 
transfer sites.
• Municipal O�  ce, Whitecourt: Sand bin located on the west side, near the downstairs 
double doors.
• Regional Municipal O�  ce, Fort Assiniboine: Sand bin located near the front door.
_____________________________________________________________________

SNOWPLOW SAFETY REMINDER: Snowplow operators are working hard to keep our 
roads clear this season. Please drive to conditions and use caution when driving near snow 
removal equipment.
• Give plows plenty of space.
• Stay out of blind spots and never tailgate.
• Be patient—operators may make wide turns or sudden stops.

Your awareness helps keep everyone safe on the roads this winter.
_____________________________________________________________________
PRIVATE SNOW CLEARING REMINDER: This is a kind reminder to please avoid pushing or 
blowing snow from your property onto or across public roads.

Following this community standard helps prevent hazardous ice buildup and protects 
gravel surfaces, keeping the roads safer for everyone. The county monitors adherence to 
this community standard under Bylaw 520/19, Section 10.1. For full details, visit: wood-
lands.ab.ca/p/bylaws-policies
_____________________________________________________________________
SERVICE REQUESTS, REPORTS & KUDOS
Have a road maintenance issue to report, a road service request, or just want to say thank you? 
Fill out a Service Request: woodlands.ab.ca/p/service-request.

For after hours road or public works emergencies, please call 1-888-870-6315 and follow 
the voice prompts.

BULK WATER STATIONS – 
PREPAID ONLINE ACCOUNTS

SNOWPLOW FLAGS FOR PRIVATE 
DRIVEWAY CLEARING

2026 ANNUAL EQUIPMENT & TRUCK 
REGISTRATION REMINDER

Woodlands County has some exciting job opportunities!

Community Ambassadors, Seasonal Labourers & Human Resources Coordinator
For more information on these postings and to apply: woodlands.ab.ca/p/careers
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A RTS  A N D  C RA FTS

justpeachyarts@outlook.com

Locally owned and operated indoor 
artisan market. At Just Peachy, you 

will find over 100 artisans selling their 
creations. Everything from pottery 

and paintings to soaps and sun-
catchers.@@@780-778-1051

5014 50 St, Whitecourt

Contact us about our workshops 

Working hard to fill the new beds.

Whitecourt Taekwondo volunteers at the FIC garden.

The living wall at the AJMC.

nized by the local food 
bank and Tennille’s 
Hope for donating 
produce grown in the 
Community Garden, 
supporting the fight 
against food insecurity 
within the community. 
I had five plots this year 
at the Community Gar-
den, and I was able to 
donate potatoes and let-
tuce,” said Blackwell.

One of the programs 
CIB offers that Black-
well hopes will see use 
in 2026 has to do with 
graffiti.

“We are hoping to 
get business owners 
and residents to use the 
graffiti removal kits, 
which continues to be a 
challenge for us. They 
are available for free at 
the AJMC.” Blackwell 
explained that CIB asks 
kit users to provide be-
fore and after pictures 
to help encourage more 

use of the kits.
Other spots in town 

where the CIB presence 
can be felt include the 
living wall at the Allan 
& Jean Millar Center, 
seasonal workshops 
and plant swap events. 
Heading into the 2026 
season, the CIB theme 
is “Therapeutic Gar-
dening,” and Blackwell 
said she looks forward 
to seeing what the com-
mittee comes up with.

“Currently, there isn’t 
a program to help resi-
dents handle household 
compost beyond yard 
waste. It is not collect-
ed, and there isn’t a 
place for it to be taken 
for processing. This is 
a barrier for those who 
would like to start com-
posting. CIB members 
are interested in learn-
ing about it and would 
be willing to research,” 
she explained. They 
plan to hold another 
composting workshop 

continued from page 8 this spring, as past ones 
have proved very pop-
ular, and are also plan-
ning a mushroom for-
aging workshop.

Five-year goals in-
clude launching a suc-
cessful composting 
program locally, build-
ing up the Love Your 
Yard Campaign, grow-
ing and expanding the 
John and Audrey Dahl 
Heritage Park Gar-
den, decreasing graffiti 

through removal and 
prevention, and dis-
tributing blue recycling 
bins with information 
stickers on them to let 
residents know what 
can and cannot go in 
them. She said they 
will be looking into 
grants to support their 
endeavours. “We want 
to expand partner-
ship opportunities and 
share knowledge,” said 
Blackwell.
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Please visit www.whitecourt.ca for all 
employment opportunities and details 
on how to apply.

If you enjoy a fast-paced, progressive work environment and 
you have a passion for serving the local community, then this 
may be the opportunity for you! We believe that our values of 
diversity, collaboration, innovation and mutual respect bring 
out the best in our team, and we are currently looking to fi ll the 
following position:

Job#: 25-064 – Energy Manager – Contract Position – Closes 
January 15, 2026

Christmas Tree Pick Up
Starting on Monday, January 5, crews will be picking up trees from across the community on a weekly basis throughout the month of January as time permits.  There will be no set 
schedule, and pick up may be delayed due to snow or other higher priority tasks.

Please place your tree where you would normally place your garbage.  For those residents in cul-de-sacs who place their garbage further out into the street, please don’t place your 
tree where it will obstruct traffi c.

Trees must be free of all decorations and tinsel.  Please do not place the tree in garbage or tree bags.  

The Whitecourt Regional Landfi ll also has a drop-off area for you to dispose of your tree.  The Whitecourt Regional Landfi ll is open Monday to Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
has the right to appeal prior to the above date.

NOTICE OF DECISION
The following decisions were made by the Municipal Planning Commission:

Application No. 25-145 – Discretionary Use – Home Occupation, General Aesthetics at 1 Park Close – Approved with conditions.

Date of Decision: January 8, 2026  Appeal Closes at 4:00pm: January 29, 2026

An Appeal of the above decision(s) may be made by submitting a written appeal and appeal fee ($315) to the Offi ce of the Secretary of the Subdivision and Development Appeal 
Board, Town of Whitecourt Administration Building, Box 509, Whitecourt, Alberta, T7S 1N6 prior to 4:00pm on the above noted date.  Any person(s) affected by the said proposal(s), 
has the right to appeal prior to the above date.
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Woodlands County Council recap
Woodlands County 

Council discussed the 
following items at their 
Regular Council Meet-
ing held on December 
18th:

Council received the 
2025 Q4 Community 
Services Operational 
Report for information. 
2025 Q4 focused on 
strengthening public 
safety through training 
initiatives, completing 
several strategic infra-
structure and planning 
projects, and advanc-
ing consultant-led ini-
tiatives tied to Council 
priorities.

Council authorized 
the Reeve and Chief 
Administrative Officer 
to enter into a four-year 
agreement with the 
Woodlands Express, to 
December 30, 2029, in 
the amount of $16,000 
per year, subject to 
confirmation of adver-
tising deliverables and 
reporting expectations 
to be incorporated into 
the agreement. This is 
an increase from the 
previous $15,000 a 
year agreement which 
was put in place by 
Council resolution on 
June 8, 2022.

Council endorsed 
holding a Joint Re-

gional Collaboration 
Session with the Town 
of Whitecourt, to fo-
cus on establishing 
shared vision, goals, 
and key objectives for 
regional collaboration. 
Councillors from both 
municipalities and 
Administrations have 
expressed interest in 
holding a joint session 
to support this priority. 
As such, Council di-
rected Administration 
to work with the Town 
of Whitecourt to coor-
dinate the scheduling, 
logistics, and prepara-
tion of materials for the 
session.

Council received a 
letter from Pembina 
Hills School Division 
requesting un-allocated 
funding of $10,000 to 
enhance the safety of 
their school buses and 
transportations routes. 
Council received the 
letter for information.

Council reaffirmed 
the Minimum Municipal 
Tax of $50 per parcel for 
all taxable properties for 
the 2026 taxation year, 
and directed Admin-
istration to bring back 
more information on 
properties that are af-
fected by the minimum 
tax; further assessing 

impacts ac ross all prop-
erty classes, providing 
stability and predict-
ability for ratepayers, 
while maintaining the 
underlying principles 
of fairness, equity, and 
cost recovery.

Council approved the 
2026 Interim Operat-
ing Budget, 2026 Cap-
ital Budget and 5-year 
Capital Plan.

Upcoming 
scheduled meetings:
•	 Regular Council 

Meeting – Thurs-
day, January 15 @ 
9:30 a.m.

•	 Regular Council 
Meeting – Thurs-
day, January 29 @ 
9:30 a.m.

•	 Regular Council 
Meeting – Thurs-
day, February 12 @ 
9:30 a.m.

•	 Governance & Pri-
orities Meeting – 
Wednesday, Febru-
ary 18 @ 5:00 p.m.

Meetings are held 
in-person at the Wood-
lands County Munic-
ipal Office in White-
court and live-streamed 
on the Woodlands 
County YouTube chan-
nel. Agenda packages 
are available on the 
Woodlands County 
CivicWeb Portal.

| By Haylee Winger
This winter’s influ-

enza season has had a 
serious impact on Al-
bertans, with provincial 
health data showing un-
usually high numbers 
of deaths and hospital 
admissions linked to the 
virus.

Health officials now 
report that 130 people 
across the province have 
died from influenza since 
the start of the 2025–26 
season in August. During 
that same period, more 
than 2,700 patients have 
been admitted to hospital 
with flu-related illness, 
placing sustained pres-
sure on the health-care 
system.

While flu severi-
ty varies year to year, 
this season stands out 
when compared to re-
cent trends. At a similar 
point last winter, few-
er than half as many 
deaths had been report-
ed, with most occurring 
later in January. Earlier 
seasons also saw fluc-
tuating outcomes: the 
winter of 2023–24 re-
corded a higher death 
count by late Decem-
ber, while the 2022–23 
season reported slightly 

fewer fatalities around 
the same time. The 
mildest recent season 
occurred in 2021–22, 
when flu-related deaths 
were not documented 
until spring.

Despite the heavy 
burden so far, provin-
cial surveillance sug-
gests the worst of the 
flu wave may have 
passed. After weeks of 
rapid growth, the num-
ber of confirmed cases 
and positive test results 
has stabilized. Hospi-
tal admissions declined 
sharply in the latest re-
porting period, falling 
by more than half com-
pared with the previous 
week.

Vaccination cover-
age, however, remains 
modest. Roughly one 
in five Albertans has 
received a flu shot this 
season, amounting to 
just under one million 
people province-wide. 
In Calgary, uptake is 
slightly higher but still 
lags behind levels seen 
earlier in the decade. 
By comparison, vacci-
nation rates during the 
2020–21 season were 
nearly double current 
levels.

Public health officials 
continue to urge resi-
dents to get immunized, 
noting that vaccination 
remains the most re-
liable way to reduce 
severe illness and com-
plications. Alberta’s 
chief medical officer of 
health has previously 
pointed to the domi-
nance of Influenza A as 
a key factor behind the 
elevated hospitalization 
rates observed this year.

Experts from the 
University of Alber-
ta and the Institute of 
Health Economics say 
shifts in circulating flu 
strains have made this 
season harder to pre-
dict. Although models 
correctly anticipated 
when activity would 
crest, actual case counts 
exceeded expectations. 
Data shows infections 
peaked in mid-Decem-
ber before beginning a 
gradual decline.

Even with signs of 
improvement, health 
officials warn that hos-
pitals and emergency 
departments are likely 
to remain busy as respi-
ratory viruses continue 
circulating through the 
winter months.

Flu activity in Alberta shows signs of peaking after intense early season
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Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858

A locally owned and family operated 
newspaper serving Whitecourt

The Press is printed on high quality newsprint using 
vegetable based ink. We encourage you to share, save, 

reuse, rehash & recycle.

Published every wednesday

The PressThe Press

Letter to the Editor policy
The Press welcomes readers to write letters to the 
Editor. A maximum of 300 words is preferred but not 
necessary. Letters must carry a first name or two 
initials with surname and include an address and 
daytime telephone number. All letters are subject to 
editing. Please email letters to wctpress@gmail.com.

Odds of a child becoming 
a top fashion designer: 1 in 7,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed
with autism: 1 in 110

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autisms peaks.org

Some signs to look for:

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

© 2010 Autism Speaks Inc. “Autism Speaks” and “It’s Time To Listen” & design are trademarks owned by Autism Speaks Inc. All rights reserved.

Please recycle Please recycle 
this paperthis paper

Announcements
"THINKING OF YOUR 
DREAM VACATION?" 
How about the Knights of 
Columbus Airdrie Dream 
Vacation Raffle. BUY 
YOUR TICKET TODAY! at 
airdriedreamvacation.ca"

Auctions
Ward's and Bud Haynes 
FIREARMS AUCTION. 
January 31st in Edmon-
ton. Firearms, Ammo, Ac-
cessories. Call Brad Ward, 
780-940-8378 to consign 
your items or collection. 
FirearmsAuction.ca.

Autos
BLANKET THE PROV-
INCE with a classified ad. 
Only $269/wk (based on 
25 words or less). Reach 
75 weekly newspapers. 
Call NOW for details. 
1-800-282-6903; www.
awna.com; email classi-
fieds@awna.com.

Commercial Property
PROMOTE YOUR MES-
SAGE THROUGHOUT Al-
berta. The Blanket Classi-
fieds or Value Ads connect 
with more than 400,000 
readers in the province 
each week. Choose from 
three packages beginning 
at $269, $299 or $599 
to share your message in 
over 70 Weekly Communi-
ty Newspapers. Contact 

THIS NEWSPAPER today 
or email classifieds@awna.
com for more information. 
Call 1-800-282-6903 or 
780-434-8746 or visit 

www.awna.com.

Travel
EXTRAORDINARY 
VILLA IN OSOYOOS, BC, 

breathtaking lake views, 
just 3 minutes from town. 
Vacation in Canada's 
warmest destination. Or 
warmer weather, two 

luxurious 5-star resort 

units in Phoenix, Arizona. 

Doug 306-716-2671 or 

visit osoyooslakevilla.com.

Thanks to proceeds from the Repeat Boutique, the Friends of Whitecourt purchased 
this $6,000 ice machine for the hospital. Pictured, Tyler Radke gives a thumbs up at 
the new machine, which will provide ice for patients.

Repeat Boutique photoRepeat Boutique photo

A little hoar frost on a chilly evening made for a stunning display on this beautifully 
dressed evergreen in the Central School parking lot around New Year's.

Frozen 
beauty

The PressThe Press
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Thank you to all those loving 
families who've adopted the 

pets at the Whitecourt Vet Clinic. 

Whitecourt Veterinary 
Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave

We're there 
where you need 

us most!

Providing Traffic 
Control and Piloting

Road Monitoring 
& Radar Services

Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties

780-865-5815

• Traffic Control 
Personnel

• Provide service for 
emergency lane or road 

closures
• Construction 
zzone set ups

DEBT SOLUTIONS 
780-424-9944

FREE Consultation
www.DEBTFREE.ca

Debt/Credit Counselling
Creditor Negotiations
Bankruptcy Alternatives

Debt Consolidation
Consumer Proposals
Bankruptcy Protection

A.C. Waring 
& Associates Inc. 

 Licensed Insolvency Trustee 
Trustee in Bankruptcy

LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT
LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT

www.whitecourtpress.com

Duties to include: rent collection, bank deposits, show 
suites, leasing, notices, tenant concerns, dealing with 
contractors, common area cleaning. May include lawn 

care and snow removal. Training provided.

Please send resume to resadmin1@ayreoxford.com

Looking for Live-in Resident 
Manager for an apartment 

building in Whitecourt


