
Healthy
is always on hand

Locally owned by Chetan & Roshni Bahl
Get your FREE Menu
780-666-2336 | HeartToHomeMeals.ca

Open your freezer to many easy 
meals made especially for 
seniors, delivered for free*.

*Some conditions may apply.

We accept
the Veterans

allowance.

Give the gift 
of comfort 

this season — 
Heart to Home 
Meals delivered 
hot and ready.  

FREE TAKE ONE! COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

advantage (Whitecourt)

Patrick Carew
780-778-0053
pdcarew@telus.net
5114-50 Street, Whitecourt AB 780-778-6678
Each o�ce independently owned and operated

Just a phone call 
away from your 

home buying and 
selling needs.
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Whitecourt Denture Centre

#210  Mid Town Mall 5115-49 St Whitecourt AB • 780-803-5640

SENIORS AND ADULTS 18 TO 
64,  GOV'T PROGRAMS MAY 

PAY FOR YOUR NEW DENTURES 

• Upper & Lower Dentures • Partial Dentures • Repairs 
• Specializing in  Mobile Services - Home & Hospital
Alberta Works & Dental Plans Welcome* *Some Conditions & Restrictions 

Apply. Enhancements Extra.

At least four million in 
local shopping thanks to a 

Whitecourt Chamber initiative
From seasonal 
events to 
hard-hitting 
initiatives 
and business 
supports, the 
Whitecourt 
Chamber is a 
busy group. 
Here’s a recap 
of some of their 
movements 
last year, 
including one 
worth several 
million dollars. 
Pictured is 
Chamber 
President 
Terriann Masse 
(right). See 
story page 3.
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Bullying
Stand Up Against

Your Story Matters

SPONSORED BY

Tri-Logging 
is against 
bullying

Putting a face 
on suicide

Every 40 seconds somewhere around the world 
someone dies by suicide, that’s 99 people every 66 
minutes. Every day, that’s almost 100 people in the 

United States alone, and over 2160 worldwide. Putting 
a Face on Suicide (PAFOS) is a suicide awareness proj-

ect that creates posters and videos to pay tribute to 
those we have lost to suicide with dignity and respect. 

PAFOS humanizes the daunting statistics; lovingly 
replacing numbers with faces.

If you are experiencing suicidal thoughts, 
you need to know that you’re not alone. You 
can also call if you are not in crisis, seeking 

additional information. The new Canada 
Suicide Prevention Service (CSPS), by Crisis 

Services Canada, enables callers anywhere in 

Canada to access crisis support by phone, in 
French or English: toll-free 1-833-456-4566 

Available 24/7
Crisis Text Line (Powered by Kids Help 

Phone) Canada Wide free, 24/7 texting service 
is accessible immediately to youth anywhere 

in Canada by texting TALK to 686868 to reach 
an English speaking Crisis Responder and 

TEXTO to 686868 to reach a French-speaking 
Crisis Responder on any text/ 

SMS enabled cell phone.
KidsHelpPhone Ages 20 Years and Under 

in Canada 1-800-668-6868 (Online or on 
the Phone). First Nations and Inuit Hope for 
Wellness 24/7 Help Line 1-855-242-3310

Canadian Indian Residential Schools Crisis 
Line 1-866-925-4419

Trans LifeLine – All Ages 1-877-330-6366

If you or someone you know has been affected by bullying, 
your voice can make a difference. We are looking to hear your 
story and raise awareness about the impact of bullying in our 
community.
By sharing your experience, you can help others understand 
they are not alone in their struggles, and together, we can take a 
stand against bullying.

How to Share Your Story:
•	 Reach out to us at thepresswtc@gmail.com
•	 Your submission can remain 100% anonymous if you prefer.
•	 Every story shared helps bring us one step closer to ending the 

cycle of bullying.
We believe in the power of raising awareness. Your story could be 
the one that helps someone find hope and strength.
Let’s take a stand together.

If your life is in danger or you know someone’s life is in danger DIAL EMERGENCY NOW 911!

My name doesn’t 
really matter, because 
there are lots of kids 
like me. I’m 12 years 
old and I get bullied. 
I’m writing this because 
people always say bul-
lying is “just kids being 
kids,” but it doesn’t feel 
that way when it hap-
pens to you.

Some days I don’t 

even want to go to 
school. My stomach 
hurts before I leave the 
house and my heart 
feels like it’s beating too 
fast. People say things 
about me in the hallway 
or laugh when I walk 
by. Sometimes they 
whisper, and sometimes 
they don’t even bother. 
It makes me feel small, 

like I don’t belong any-
where.

The worst part is 
when adults say to “just 
ignore it.” I try. I really 
do. But when it happens 
every day, it’s hard to 
pretend it doesn’t mat-
ter. Words stick in your 
head. They replay at 
night when you’re try-
ing to sleep. They make 

you wonder if some-
thing is actually wrong 
with you.

Bullying doesn’t al-
ways leave bruises, 
but it leaves marks you 
can’t see.

I wish people knew 
how important  be-
ing kind is. One nice 
comment can change a 
whole day. Standing up 
for someone, even just 
once, can make them 

feel less alone. You 
don’t have to be best 
friends with everyone, 
but you also don’t have 
to be mean.

If you’re bullying 
someone, you might 
think it’s funny or no 
big deal. But that per-
son might remember it 
forever. And if you see 
bullying happening, 
please don’t just watch. 
Saying something or 

getting help could mean 
everything to someone 
like me.

I’m not writing this 
for attention. 

If you’re being bul-
lied too, you’re not 
alone. And if you’re 
reading this and think-
ing about someone you 
know, maybe today is a 
good day to be kinder.

-12 year old student 

Ethan, 
age 15
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Thu., Feb. 19
Chance of flurries

40%
-15ºC
-21ºC

NW 13 km/h
<1cm

Sat., Feb. 21
Cloudy
40%
-16ºC
-23ºC

NE 7 km/h
<1cm

 Sun., Feb. 22
Cloudy with flurries

30%
-16ºC
-23ºC

NW 5 km/h
-

Fri., Feb. 20
Chance of flurries

60%
-16ºC
-23ºC

N 10 km/h
1-3cm

Wed., Feb. 18
Chance of flurries

40%
-12ºC
-19ºC

E 9 km/h
-

Dollar Values as of February 18, 2026

One Canadian Dollar = 0.73 US Dollar
at an exchange rate of 0.7374 (using nominal rate).

Money Matters At least four million in 
local shopping thanks to a 

Whitecourt Chamber initiative

| By Serena Lapointe
The Whitecourt & 

District Chamber of 
Commerce is always 
up to something. Earli-
er this month, President 
Terriann Masse and 
Executive Director Al-
yssa Calliou presented 
to Town Council about 
last year’s busy sched-
ule.

The Chamber 
wrapped 2025 with 
231 members, achiev-
ing an 86 percent re-
tention rate. They also 
welcomed twenty new 
members. “It’s great 
to see new business-
es coming in. Some of 
the grand openings we 
attended last year were 
Northern Health Ad-
vanced Foot Care, the 
Meadows, First Choice 
Petro Canada, Four 
Families Daycare and 
Uncle Wieners,” ex-
plained Masse.

Initiatives last year 
included ‘Shop Local. 
Buy Canadian.’The 
goal of the program 
was to encourage resi-
dents to support local, 
Canadian-made prod-
ucts and to keep dollars 
circulating in the lo-
cal economy. “We had 
twenty-eight business-
es across Whitecourt, 
Woodlands County and 
Mayerthorpe apply for 
our ‘Shop Local. Buy 
Canadian’ sticker,” 
explained Masse. She 
said prior to giving a 
sticker, businesses had 

to complete a brief 
survey describing how 
many of their products 
are Canadian.

A couple of the 
Whitecourt Chamber’s 
ongoing initiatives 
include Whitecourt 
Bucks. “If you do not 
know what Whitecourt 
Bucks are, it’s actual 
money, and you know 
that it’s being spent in 
the community because 
you can’t spend it any-
where else. It has been 
around for quite a few 
years now. We sold 
over $55,000 worth 
of Whitecourt Bucks 
in 2025, and there are 
over 40 participating 
stores in Whitecourt,” 
said Masse.

Councillor Braden 
Lanctot asked how 
much, on average, the 
initiative pumps into 
Whitecourt’s economy. 
“It has been down a lit-
tle bit for the last cou-
ple of years. It used to 
be up closer to eighty 
thousand a year, but it’s 
getting back up there. I 
think people are getting 
more informed about it. 
A lot of big companies 
purchase it for their 
staff,” said Calliou.

Around the holidays, 
the Chamber ramps up 
local Christmas shop-
ping by kickstarting 
the “I’m Dreaming of a 
Whitecourt Christmas” 
event, where shoppers 
can collect stamps at 
participating stores for 

the chance to win priz-
es. “We had thirty-six 
businesses participate 
in the promotion, and 
over 20,000 stamp 
cards were handed out, 
resulting in millions of 
dollars being spent lo-
cally over the holiday 
season,” said Masse.

A new initiative 
last year saw the local 
Chamber partner with 
the Alberta Chamber of 
Commerce and the Ca-
nadian Red Cross. “We 
delivered emergency 
preparedness resources 
to local businesses. Our 
board of directors split 
up three hundred busi-
nesses across White-
court, Woodlands 
County and Fox Creek 
and contacted them 
with the resource pack-
age,” explained Masse.

For advocacy efforts, 
the Whitecourt Cham-
ber attended the Cana-
dian Chamber of Com-
merce AGM in October 
as part of a large contin-
gent of Alberta Cham-
ber members, even 
receiving a shout-out 
for being such a large 
group. “We were suc-
cessful in passing all 14 
policy resolutions that 
were brought forward, 
ensuring that Alberta’s 
voice was heard,” said 
Masse, which included 
resolutions to reduce 
interprovincial trade 
barriers for trucking 
and empower small 
businesses to help 

solve Canada’s housing 
crisis.

Advocacy efforts 
also include addressing 
crime and safety con-
cerns in Whitecourt. 
“We have a goal to 
identify and implement 
effective solutions this 
year,” said Masse. “We 
are also advocating 
for major projects in 
our area, including the 
small modular reactor 
plant and data center.”

Event-wise, the 
Whitecourt Chamber 
held its fair share. The 
carnival, aided by ex-
ceptional weather, was 
a tremendous success. 
The chamber receives 
a percentage of tick-
ets sold, and the 2025 
piece of the pie was un-
expected. “We received 
$19,000 for hosting 
compared to the ten 
thousand dollars we 
normally get. I thought 
the check was wrong,” 
chuckled Calliou.

The President’s Gala, 
another popular event, 
featured 322 nomina-
tions for community 
businesses and staff 
over fifteen award 
categories, and near-
ly 7,500 votes were 
cast. “We were able to 
recognize ninety-sev-
en businesses, and we 
had 181 attendees at 
the awards night,” said 
Masse.

An exceptionally de-

Last year's night market was a huge success.

continued on page 7
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26023TG0

26023TS0 Join your daily 
Canadian club

Stay sharp with gentle brain games,
share your life stories, and connect 
with friendly Canadians your age.

Canadian-owned • Safe • Private

A Friendly Canadian 
Community for Adults 50+

Join Free at 
SeniorsPortal.ca

LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT
LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT
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"Serving the community for over 30 years"
The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food  

in order to help families in need. 
Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm

Phone: 780-778-2341 Located within the Carlan  
Services Community Centre

Providing timely and 
easily accessible financial 

support for Whitecourt 
patients and their families 

who are dealing with a 
cancer diagnosis.

Kim Nendsa (President of Whitecourt  Cancer & Wellness Society)  
780-778-0932 Aimee Grierson 780-262-0222 https://wctcancerwellness.com/

Recover Out Loud
•	 Mondays are in person, at the Family Worship Center upstairs, and 

online (hybrid) at 7:30pm  
•	 Fridays 7:30pm at the Whitecourt Baptist Church in person only.

ZOOM ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude
Whitecourt Alcoholics 
Anonymous Group 

Support group on Tuesdays, February 17 to May 5.
Crossroads Community Church, 4719 44 Avenue

Mayerthorpe, Pre-registration is required 

Meetings are three times each week
• Monday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
• Wednesday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
• Friday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Located at the United Church Basement on Legion 
Street (formerly 5201 - 50 Street), Please Leave a Mes-
sage for Our AA member or Contact Addictions Helpline 
@1(866)332-2322

CALL Ruth  
780-674-7182

Your only LOCAL carrier serving the Community since 1950
Proud supporter of 

our local Organizations
780-778-2226

This page is sponsored by:

NEED HELP? CALL ANYTIME! (24-7)
• Mental Health Helpline 

1-877-303-2642  
• Addiction Helpline  

1-866-332-2322  
• Health Link 811
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licious event held for 
the first time last year, 
Rib Fest, ended up be-
ing a big hit. So much 
so that Masse said the 
organizers have already 
said they plan to come 
back. “It drew visitors, 
supported non-profits 
and showcased White-
court as a vibrant re-
gional destination.”

The Trunk or Treat 
and the Santa Claus 
Parade continue to im-
press with droves turn-
ing out to enjoy them. 
“We had thirty-one 
businesses participate 
and approximately 
2,500 people, kids and 
their parents, attend the 
Trunk or Treat. For the 
Santa Claus Parade, 
forty businesses took 
part, and the streets 
were packed,” said 
Masse.

For this year, Masse 
said they are changing 
up the Fresh Commu-
nity Market. Instead 
of Saturday markets, 
they will hold a month-
ly night market and do 
some special markets. 
“Last year was the last 
of our three-year trial 
for the Saturday mar-

ket. While the average 
attendance remained 
around six hundred 
people per Saturday, 
the number of vendors 
each week continued 
to decline. In total, we 
had sixty-three differ-
ent vendors through-
out the whole season; 
however, the average 
number attending each 
Saturday was only thir-
teen.”

Lastly, the White-
court Chamber was se-
lected to host the 2026 
Alberta Chamber of 
Commerce AGM on 
May 27 and 28. A hun-
dred and fifty guests 
from across the prov-
ince are expected to 
attend. “We appreciate 
what the Chamber does 
for the community 
and the partnership we 
have,” said Mayor Ray 

Hilts.
He asked if they have 

a sense of the econom-
ic upside for downtown 
businesses when events 
are held in the area. 
Calliou and Masse said 
that it depends on the 
event held. “We do ask 
around if people have 
had an uptake during 
events, but a lot of the 
time we do them when 
businesses are closed 

because they don’t like 
having their streets shut 
down sometimes,” said 
Calliou. Last year’s 
night market was dif-
ferent. “We got a lot 
of feedback from busi-
nesses that their stores 
were nice and busy that 
night, which was awe-
some.”

When asked about 
their sense of busi-
nesses closing and new 

ones opening, Calliou 
said the majority of 
businesses they lose as 
members are doing so 
because they are clos-
ing, but added that it 
seems like the same 
number of businesses 
that they lose, they get 
back through new busi-
nesses opening. “We 
are trying to figure out 
how we can collect this 
data,” said Masse.
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1ST CHOICE
CONVENIENCE AND WASH

(Dynamic Plaza)

The PressThe Press

The PressThe Press

Our newspaper 
connects your 

business directly 
with engaged 

readers—and every 
print ad is also 

posted online for 
added exposure.added exposure.

Support local. Advertise 
local. Grow local. 

For all of your advertising needs, 
contact Haylee at 

thepresswtc@gmail.com
Let’s make your business shine.

Attendance at the Trunk or Treat remains high.

continued from page 3

The PressThe Press
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NOTICE OF DECISION
The following decisions were made by the Municipal Planning Commission:

Application No. 26-002 - Discretionary Use, Home Occupation – Taxi Service at Unit 403, 4502 52 Avenue - Approved with conditions.

Date of Decision:  February 12, 2026  Appeal Closes at 4:00pm:  February 12, 2026

An Appeal of the above decision(s) may be made by submitting a written appeal and appeal fee ($315) to the Offi ce of the Secretary of the Subdivision and Development Appeal 
Board, Town of Whitecourt Administration Building, Box 509, Whitecourt, Alberta, T7S 1N6 prior to 4:00pm on the above noted date.  Any person(s) affected by the said proposal(s), 
has the right to appeal prior to the above date.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Current opportunities are posted on the Town’s website and when required, opportunities are posted on purchasingconnection.ca.  Currently, Whitecourt has the following 
opportunities:

• 2026-01-20: Highway 43 Vitalization Phase I - Closes February 25, 2026 at 2:00pm MST.

For further details on any of these opportunities visit www.whitecourt.ca and search the project title.

Please visit www.whitecourt.ca for all 
employment opportunities and details 
on how to apply.

If you enjoy a fast-paced, progressive work environment and 
you have a passion for serving the local community- then this 
may be the opportunity for you! We believe that our values of 
diversity, collaboration, innovation and mutual respect bring 
out the best in our team, and we are currently looking to fi ll the 
following positions:
Job#: 26-018 – Facility Trades II – Permanent, Full-time 
Position. Closes: March 6, 2026

Ralcomm Whitecourt has generously donated $5,000 toward the local CT Scanner 
Project. Representatives from Repeat Boutique gratefully acknowledge the 
contribution and thank Ralcomm for its continued community support.

Repeat Boutique photo Repeat Boutique photo 

Two REVZ girls' volleyball teams deserve 
a shoutout after a job well done. The 15U 
team attended a tournament in Drayton 
Valley, hosted by the Drayton Valley 
Royals, on February 7, and came in third 
place following a hard-fought battle. The 
following day, on February 8, the girls 
on the 13U black team travelled up the 
highway to Onoway to attend their first-
ever tournament. Not only did they do a 
fantastic job, but they too came home 
with beautiful bronze medals around 
their necks. Way to go, REVZ! 

REVZ U15 team. 

The U13 girls' black team. Melissa Baker PhotographyMelissa Baker Photography
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S C H O O L  N E W S

Kindergarteners skate 
in unseasonal warmth

Pat Hardy Elementary School's Kindergarten students took full 
advantage of the unusually warm winter weather last week. 
They laughed and played while gliding across the outdoor rink, 
bundled in colourful mittens and toques. Teachers supervised 
as the young skaters practised their wobbly strides, turning the 
mild February day into a memorable outdoor adventure.

Pat Hardy Elementary School's Grade 4 students, staff, and 
parents had a thrilling day of skiing, snowboarding, and tubing at 
Whitecourt Eastlink Park on February 4. The group made the most 
of the fresh snow, sliding down the hills with laughter and cheers. 
Special thanks went to the Eastlink Park staff for their extra 
preparations to ready the hills perfectly for the school outing.

Pat Hardy School photosPat Hardy School photos

Grade 4 thrills at Eastlink Park

Pat Hardy School photosPat Hardy School photos

The PressThe Press

www.woodlands.ab.ca

780-778-8400 
1-888-870-6315

admin@woodlands.ab.ca 
1 Woodlands Lane, 

Whitecourt, 
AB T7S 1N3 

DAVE 
KUSCH

Reeve, Division 1 – Anselmo
dave.kusch@woodlands.ab.ca

780-778-9337

PATRICIA 
MACNEIL

Councillor, Division 2 - 
Whitecourt West

patricia.macneil@woodlands.ab.ca
780-268-3000

ALAN 
DEANE

Councillor, Division 3 - 
Whitecourt Central

alan.deane@woodlands.ab.ca
780-778-0894

KAREN 
ST. MARTIN

Councillor, Division 4 - 
Whitecourt East

karen.stmartin@woodlands.ab.ca
780-778-0822

JENNA 
WRIGHT
Councillor, Division 5 - 

Blue Ridge
jenna.wright@woodlands.ab.ca 

780-779-6765

PETER 
KUELKEN

Councillor, Division 6 - Goose 
Lake / Freeman River

peter.kuelken@woodlands.ab.ca 
780-284-2425

BENNY 
WHITTEN

Councillor, Division 7 - 
Fort Assiniboine / Timeu

benny.whitten@woodlands.ab.ca 
780-305-4655

Are you a local organization delivering preventative social programs? We can help.

Woodlands County is now accepting applications for Family & Community Support 
Services (FCSS) grant funding for initiatives that:

• Strengthen children, families & seniors
• Build life skills & community wellbeing
• Support volunteerism
• Increase awareness of local services

DEADLINE: February 27, 2026 (4:30 p.m.)
Apply online or pick up a form at County offices in Whitecourt or Fort Assiniboine woodlands.
ab.ca/p/fcss

Questions? Contact Community Services at 780-778-8400 or communityservices@woodlands.ab.ca

DID YOU KNOW? Home-based businesses require a development permit.

In Woodlands County, if you want to build a new structure or conduct a new land use, 
a development permit is required.

• Ensure your business and/or project meets local bylaws
• Avoid costly delays or penalties
• Support smart, sustainable community growth

Woodlands County Planning Department is here to guide you through the process every step of 
the way! Learn what permits you need, get step-by-step application support, and stay informed 
on zoning rules and timelines.

Visit https://woodlands.ab.ca/p/planning-and-development
Email:  planning@woodlands.ab.ca, Phone: 780-778-8400

FCSS GRANT FUNDING

DEVELOPMENT PERMITS

Calling County Ambassadors!

Woodlands County is looking for two energetic, media-savvy individuals to repre-
sent the County and connect with our communities.

This unique role is ideal for someone who enjoys meeting people, attending events, 
and telling local stories. The Ambassadors will engage with residents, community 
groups, and small businesses; gather survey feedback; and capture photos and 
videos to share across social media platforms.

Preference will be given to applicants with experience or education in communica-
tions, public relations, or graphic design. Applicants must hold a valid Alberta Class 5 
driver’s license and be available to begin work May 4, 2026.

If you’re outgoing, creative, and passionate about community, this could be the 
perfect opportunity to showcase Woodlands County.

For more information and to apply: woodlands.ab.ca/p/careers

More job postings:
• Coordinator, Facilities Maintenance
• Manager, Infrastructure Services
• Seasonal Data Collector, Capital Assets
• Seasonal Labourer(s)

For more information on these postings and to apply: woodlands.ab.ca/p/careers

Local work. Good people. Let’s talk.
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Here’s How It Works: 
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

(March 21 - April 20)

(April 21 - May 21)

(May 22 - June 21)

(June 22 - July 22)

(July 23 - August 23)

(August 24 - September 22)

(September 23 - October 23)

(October 24 - November 22)

(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)

(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)

(January 21 - February 18)

(February 19 - March 20)

ARIES

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

HOROSCOPECROSSWORDSSUDOKU
You have the cosmic green light to start that 
major project you’ve been planning or to take 
a leap in your career, Aries. Trust your intu-
ition —it’s sharper than ever.

Abundance is knocking, Taurus. Your hard 
work is translating into tangible rewards, and 
you may receive unexpected good news re-
garding finances or resources. 

Your mind is sparkling, Gemini, making you 
the most magnetic person in the room. Use 
this vibrant energy to connect, share ideas 
and lead discussions.

Cancer, a feeling of emotional security em-
powers you to tackle any professional chal-
lenge with grace and confidence. You are to-
tally centered right now, so go for it.

Leo, you are radiating charisma this week and 
attracting positive attention wherever you 
go. Use this incredible visibility to network or 
showcase your talents. 

You’ll find great satisfaction in clean, or-
ganized work that earns sincere praise this 
week, Virgo. Your dedication is about to un-
lock a significant reward. 

Relationships are the key to your happiness 
this week, Libra. Expect delightful interac-
tions, smooth negotiations and the forging 
of beneficial alliances.

This week is all about your own transfor-
mation, Scorpio. You feel a surge of internal 
power and clarity that allows you to confi-
dently pursue deep, personal goals.

Your sense of optimism and love for explo-
ration is fully charged, Sagittarius. Even if 
you can’t take a trip, your mind is open to 
exciting new philosophies or ideas. 

Your professional reputation is soaring, 
Capricorn. Key figures at your job are 
recognizing your dedication and leader-
ship. Expect exciting opportunities.

Your network is buzzing with opportunities, 
Aquarius. Collaborative efforts are highly 
favored, and you’ll find incredible support for 
your most innovative ideas.

Pisces, your intuition is a superpower that 
guides you toward fulfillment and emotional 
satisfaction this week. Embrace your artistic 
side and allow your imagination to lead the way.

Crossword Clues
CLUES ACROSS
  1. Cut quickly
  5. A way to state clearly
 11. River in NE Scotland
 14. Expansive
 15. Lacking social polish
 16. Amount of time
 17. Frame
 19. Automobile
 20. Toadstools
 21. High school dances
 22. Utilize
 23. Experimented with
 25. One-sided
 27. Acquisitive
 31. Potted plants
 34. Everyone has one
 35. Kalahari Desert lake
 38. Unidentified flying 
object
 39. People 65 and over

 41. Small amount
 42. Daughter of Acrisius
 44. Ornamental box
 45. Government agents
 46. Uncertain
 49. A cotton fabric with 
a satiny finish
 51. Treeless plains
 55. One’s sense of self-
importance
 56. Consumer advocate
 60. Type of lounger
 61. Body part
 62. Can be persuaded
 64. Woman (French)
 65. Ready and willing to 
be taught
 66. Arab ruler title
 67. Unhappy
 68. Gradually went 
away

 69. Able to think clearly 
CLUES DOWN
  1. Brushed
  2. Small water spirit 
(Germ.)
  3. Heroes
  4. Monetary units
  5. Some don’t want to 
share theirs
  6. Free-swimming 
invertebrate
  7. Litigates
  8. Outer
  9. Parallelograms
 10. Uneasy feelings
 11. Cross
 12. A way to remove
 13. Pages can be dog-__
 18. Ukrainian city
 24. A citizen of Denmark
 26. Month
 28. Hindu queens
 29. Group of chemicals
 30. Rider of Rohan

 31. Wet dirt
 32. Southwestern Russia 
city
 33. Observed
 36. Angry
 37. Drivers’ licenses
 39. Musical composition
 40. Auction
 43. They __
 45. Women
 47. Be filled with love for
 48. Thick-soled sock
 49. Appears
 50. Old World lizard
 52. The leading 
performer
 53. Protein
 54. “Gunga Din” script 
writer
 57. Art __, around 1920
 58. __ Blyton, children’s 
author
 59. Abnormal breathing
 63. A place to rest

WORDS
ARCHIVES
ARRIVAL

AUDIOBOOKS
BIBLIOGRAPHY
CATALOG
CHECKOUT

CIRCULATION
COLLECTIONS
DATABASE
DESK

LIBRARIAN
LIBRARY
LOAN
MICROFICHE
PERIODICALS

QUIET
READING
REFERENCE
RESERVE

RETURN
SHELF
STACKS
STUDY
SYSTEM
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Let your voice be heard - Budget Open 
House happening early next month

Residents can talk dollars and cents with council members and administrative staff at next month’s Budget Open House. Low 
turnout at previous events has encouraged a time change this year, and more changes might come next year, depending on this 
year’s turnout. 

Attendance 
at a past 
open house.

Boards and signs provide easy information.

| By Serena Lapoine 
Each year, ahead of 

the spring finalization 
of the Town’s budget, 
Town Council mem-
bers and administrative 
department heads take 
part in a public open 
house. Residents are 
invited to attend, ask 
questions, learn about 
how tax dollars are 
spent, receive updates 
on upcoming projects, 
and bring forward 
comments or concerns 
related to municipal 
matters.

The event is free-
flow, with displays 
allowing residents to 
read the boards and 
learn about plans for 
the upcoming budget 
and potential plans for 
future budgets. Boards 
also detail service lev-
els and planned en-
hancements, along with 
accompanying costs.

One of the many 
boards on display each 
year takes one dollar 
of taxation and breaks 
it down into small 
chunks, showing how 
each cent is used, giv-
ing taxpayers a greater 
understanding of how 
their hard-earned mon-
ey helps provide com-
munity services, up-
keep infrastructure, and 
plan for the future.

Typically held on a 
weeknight from 4-7 
pm at the Allan & Jean 
Millar Centre, atten-
dance has generally 
been quite low. Given 

the opportunity it pro-
vides for engagement, 
allowing not only room 
for learning but also for 
conversation and ques-
tions, increasing the 
foot traffic would be a 
win-win for the munic-
ipality and residents.

Last month, White-
court Town Council 
discussed the event. 
Judy Barney, Director 
of Corporate Services, 
said they would be us-
ing the same format as 
last year, but thanks to 
a prior request by Town 
Council, parents of 
young children could 
take advantage of a typ-
ically paid service for 
no charge. “To encour-
age participants, we 
have free Child Mind 
services that will help 
people who may need 
that while they take in 
all of the information 
that we will have avail-
able.”

She added that there 
would also be other 
programs underway at 
the AJMC at the same 
time as the Budget 
Open House, giving 
older youth something 
to do while their par-
ents peruse the boards 
and chat with staff and 
council. Councillor 
Braden Lanctot was 
happy to see the inclu-
sion of Child Mind. “I 
truly think the Child 
Mind is an underuti-
lized resource that we 
have.

So, even if this is a 

way to advertise Child 
Mind, then I think 
that’s a really good 
thing.” He added that 
it’s also great that other 
programs will be avail-
able for youths of dif-
ferent ages.

He said the biggest 
thing will be making 
sure that people are 
aware that the service 
is being offered that 
night. “I want to make 
sure that we advertise it 
and let it be known that 
it’s available.

That’s a huge piece 
of it. We should make 
sure we are being very 
liberal about us having 
an open house and then 
saying that it’ll have 
free childcare,” said 
Lanctot.

The group also de-
cided to start it at 3 pm 
instead. “Maybe we 
will get some people 
out that wouldn’t have 
come out otherwise.” 
When asked about the 
typical attendance over 
the years, Barney said 
they once got over 40 
visitors, but that it gen-
erally hovers closer to 
twenty.

Councillors Bill 
McAree and Tara 
Baker felt that bigger 
changes might be need-
ed going forward, espe-
cially if attendance this 
year remains low. “I 
see a big change, being 
the big change. If it’s 
for them (residents) to 
engage and it’s for us to 
get more than a small 

group, then we need 
to do something differ-
ent,” said Baker.

Mayor Ray Hilts 
agreed with his col-
leagues. “When I was 
on council before, we 
had the same conver-
sations about the effec-
tiveness of this strate-
gy. In the absence of a 
replacement strategy, 
though, we do it, but I 
agree, it has been gen-
erally ineffective.” He 
added that over the 
next year, they can dis-
cuss creative ways to 
change things up.  

Council discussed 
potentially having 
small coffee events, 
maybe at the library, 
giving residents more 
flexibility with time 

and location to get their 
comments in. For this 
year, though, May-
or Hilts said he liked 
the idea of holding the 
event a bit earlier. “I 
just want to make sure 
that we do our due dil-
igence as a council in 
sharing information 
about what it is we are 
doing this year, and 
then we can move on 
from there.”   

This year’s Budget 
Open House will take 
place on Thursday, 
March 5 from 3:00 pm 
to 6:30 pm in the field-
house at the Allan & 
Jean Millar Center. Par-
ents with young chil-
dren can use the Child 
Mind free of charge to 
attend the event.

The PressThe Press
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ADOPTABLE
WHITECOURT

ANIMALS

Meet Hunt

If you would like to 
meet Hunt, please 
contact the 
Whitecourt Pound at:
�� 780-778-5767

Hunt is a charming and 
intelligent dog with a 

personality that shines bright. 
This playful and a�ectionate pup 

has a "big sister" energy, 
especially towards her brother, 

Teddy. Hunt loves being outside 
and enjoys rubbing her face 

up and down your leg as 
a sign of a�ection. 

She thrives on attention 
and adores being 

pampered with 
pets and love.

A Playful Princess 
Looking for a 
Forever Home!

Shift Incentive for Overnights

Page sponsored byPage sponsored by
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Notice To all Members:
Annual General Meeting and Installation of Officers

Thursday March 12, 2026 at 1900 hrs (7:00 p.m.)
In the Legion Hall. It is a special evening! 

All members are welcome!

Whitecourt 
Legion

The PressThe Press

Public Auction
Town of Whitecourt

Notice is hereby given that, under the provisions of the Municipal Government Act, the Town of Whitecourt will offer for sale, by public auction, at the Whitecourt Town Offi ce, 
5004-52 Avenue, Whitecourt, Alberta, on Tuesday, March 3, 2026, at 10:00 a.m., the following lands:

 Roll  Lot  Block  Plan  Acres  C. of T.
 003186  6  1  1324870  2.24  132369947+1

 Roll  Pt. of Sec.        Sec.       Twp.     Rge.      M. Acres  C. of T.
 008084  NE             26          59        12        W5M      14.5  062388869

Each parcel will be offered for sale, subject to a reserve bid and to the reservations and conditions contained in the existing certifi cate of title.

The land is being offered for sale on an “as is, where is” basis, and the Town of Whitecourt makes no representation and gives no warranty whatsoever as to the adequacy 
of service, soil conditions, zoning, land use districting, building and development conditions, absence or presence of environmental contamination, vacant possession, the 
developability of the subject land for any intended use by the purchaser, or otherwise.

The Town of Whitecourt may, after the public auction, become the owner of any parcel of land not sold at the public auction.

Terms: Cash or certifi ed cheque, 10% deposit to accompany auction bid, with sale transaction completion in 30 days.  GST will apply if applicable.

Redemption may be effected by payment of all arrears of taxes and costs at any time prior to sale.  There is no right to pay tax arrears after the property is declared sold.

Dated at Whitecourt, Alberta, February 5, 2026

Krista Spivak, Finance Department

Park Memorial Ltd.
Mayerthorpe  • 780-786-2533

Family Owned Funeral Home and Crematorium

Johnston, Edith Rose 
(née O’Neill)

February 15, 1923 – January 28, 2026

E dith passed away on January 28, 2026, in the 
Mayerthorpe Auxiliary Hospital at the age of 
102 years. 

Edith was predeceased by her husband of 59 
years, Jack; parents, Jessie and Charles O’Neill; 
and fi ve siblings, Donald, Collin, Ishbel, Diana 
and Norman. She is survived by her children, 
Karen, Doug, Maxine and Debbie (Ken Kucharchuk); 
grandchildren, Dustin (Coral), Candace (Mark), Bo, 
Gaelan (Celia), Ben (Karli) and Lucas (Tasia); and three 
great-grandchildren, Oscar, Austen and Logan.

Edith was raised on the family farm in Ballantine, Alberta. On the farm, 
she raised chickens and grew huge gardens. She attended the crafts school in 
Meadowview. She picked fruit in B.C. and worked at Perrins store in Sangudo. 
Edith married Jack Johnston on February 15, 1950, in Sangudo and moved 
to Cosmo, Alberta, where she continued to farm. She worked hard and was 
a great cook. Her great love of gardening continued; she was known for her 
many beautiful fl owers and huge vegetable garden. A vibrant member of the 
community, she was involved in the Sangudo Horticultural club, the U.C.W., 
and the Women’s Institute. Additionally, she supported local events and her 
children’s school activities and clubs. In 2004, Edith and Jack moved from the 
farm to Barrhead. Her kind and gentle spirit will be remembered by all. 

The family wishes to extend their gratitude to her caregivers at Klondike 
Place, Barrhead Home Care, Barrhead Hospital, Dr. W.R. Keir Barrhead 
Continuing Care Centre and the Mayerthorpe Auxiliary Hospital. They also 
thank Dr. Dewall and Dr. Naicker for their dedicated care.

A Memorial Service will be announced at a later date.

Photos, memories and condolences may be 
shared through www.parkmemorial.com

Blake Simon (left, in grey) and Noah Simon (right, in green) of 
Team On-Site Glass proudly hold their trophy after winning The 
Turn’s Cold Weather Classic tournament on February 2nd.  

The Turn Indoor Golf and Lounge photo The Turn Indoor Golf and Lounge photo 

Local news printed 
on local newsprint
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Mixed review: Employment rises in Alberta, falls nationally

| �By Mark Parsons,  
ATB ECONOMICS 
It was a soft, though 

somewhat mixed, re-
port for the Canadian 
labour market to start 
the year. Employment 
fell 24.8K in January, 
led by losses in Ontar-
io. But the unemploy-
ment rate dipped from 
6.8% to 6.5% as fewer 
people looked for work, 
and December jobs 
were revised up ever 
so slightly (+10.1K vs 
8.2K previously).  

It’s been a roller-
coaster ride in the 
labour market. The 
autumn months saw 
a resurgence of job 
growth following a 
summer cooldown. 
Amid the trade war, 
talk of recession was 

replaced with talk of 
resiliency. But we have 
warned that Canada 
was likely overdue for 
a setback given that 
forward-looking sur-
veys pointed to soft 
hiring intentions and 
the economy itself has 
slowed (Q4 GDP is 
tracking slightly nega-
tive). January’s report 
is a reminder of that.

A key theme for 2026 
will be much slower 
population growth - 
this means, fewer jobs 
that need to be added 
each month to hold the 
jobless rate steady (all 
things equal).

Alberta’s labour 
market - The year 

of rebalancing 
Alberta posted a solid 

gain of 20.3K, entirely 

due to full-time jobs. 
It was enough to pull 
down the unemploy-
ment rate from 6.7% to 
6.4% - its lowest since 
February 2024. Alberta 
leads all provinces in 
year-over-year employ-
ment growth at 3.4% 
vs. 0.6% nationally.

Digging into the 
details, over half the 
monthly gain in Jan-
uary came from the 
goods-producing in-
dustries, led by con-
struction and manu-
facturing. Finance, 
insurance and real es-
tate led the charge for 
the service sector.

Over the last two 
years, the Alberta 
economy has churned 
out jobs, but struggled 
to keep pace with the 

people looking. The 
result: elevated unem-
ployment. That theme 
has changed as of late, 
with unemployment 
off its post-pandemic 
peak of 8.2% in August 
2025. That is, jobs have 
more than kept up with 
job seekers. This will 
be easier to do in 2026, 
as population growth 
slows considerably. 

Does today’s re-
port change our view 
of the Alberta labour 
market? It was a much 
stronger start than we 
were expecting and, 
on its own, it would be 
enough to upgrade our 
forecast. But it’s only 
one month. We expect 
these readings to be 
choppy given the tough 
geopolitical backdrop. 

Our December forecast 
for 6.5% average un-
employment and 2.8% 
employment growth in 
2026 looks reasonable 
for now, but we now 
see some upside to that 
forecast.

We are still looking 
for a more forceful ro-
tation into goods-sector 
hiring, which tends to 
anchor broader gains 
in the province. After 
a year of flat growth, 
January’s jump in the 
goods sector is reas-
suring. However, the 
construction gains 
may be difficult to sus-
tain given the expect-
ed cooldown in home 
building. Oil and gas 
employment dipped 
again, consistent with 
the recent pullback in 

oil prices, and with a 
flat profile for invest-
ment, we don’t expect 
much there.
Not enough for the 
Bank of Canada to 

cut
Despite the soft jobs 

report, it won’t be 
enough for the Bank 
of Canada to cut at the 
next meeting in our 
view. Core inflation is 
still sticky above tar-
get and the Bank is 
already at the low end 
of its neutral range. We 
maintain our forecast 
for the Bank of Canada 
to hold this year.

Please recycle Please recycle 
this paperthis paper

Feathered friends

Kim Bennett was out enjoying the groomed trails in the area when she decided to stop for a break at the Whitecourt 
Trailblazer's Carson Cabin. During a previous visit, a few very friendly birds came to say hello, and she was hoping to see 
them again. To her delight, the birds returned and gave her a memory she won't soon forget.

Becoming 
acquainted.

Up close 
and 
personal.

Pretty 
bird.
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WORD SEARCH CROSSWORDS

SUDOKU

PUZZLES SOLUTIONS

Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858

A locally owned and family operated 
newspaper serving Whitecourt

The Press is printed on high quality newsprint using 
vegetable based ink. We encourage you to share, save, 

reuse, rehash & recycle.

Published every wednesday

The PressThe Press

Letter to the Editor policy
The Press welcomes readers to write letters to the 
Editor. A maximum of 300 words is preferred but not 
necessary. Letters must carry a first name or two 
initials with surname and include an address and 
daytime telephone number. All letters are subject to 
editing. Please email letters to wctpress@gmail.com.

Odds of a child becoming 
a top fashion designer: 1 in 7,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed
with autism: 1 in 110

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autisms peaks.org

Some signs to look for:

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

© 2010 Autism Speaks Inc. “Autism Speaks” and “It’s Time To Listen” & design are trademarks owned by Autism Speaks Inc. All rights reserved.

Please recycle Please recycle 
this paperthis paper

Announcements
"Thinking Of Your Dream 
Vacation?" How About 
The Knights Of Columbus 
Airdrie Dream Vacation 
Raffle. Buy Your Ticket 
Today! At Airdriedream-
vacation.ca"

Auctions
Meier Gun Auction, Sat-
urday, March 7 - 10am 
Wetaskiwin - Selling Ri-
fles, Shot Guns, Antique 
Firearms, Gun Safes, 
Ammunition, Scopes, 
Sportsman Equipment. 
Consign Now! Free Pick-
Up. Call 780-440-1860; 
Www.meierauction.com.

Buildings For Sale
Integrity Post Frame 
Buildings Since 2008 
Built With Concrete 
Posts. Barns, Shops, 
Riding Arenas, Machine 
Sheds And More, Sales@
Integritybuilt.com 1-866-
974-7678 Www.integri-
tybuilt.com.

Business Opportunities
One Of A Kind Business 
For Sale. Owner-Oper-
ated/ High Cash Flow/ 
Limited Workdays! Serv-
ing Rural Ab, Sk And Bc. 
1smalltownalberta.com.

Coming Events
Firearms Wanted For Our 

2026 Auction Program: 
Firearms, Ammunition, 
Accessories, Or Militaria. 
Collections, Estates Or 
Single Items. For Auction, 
Or Possible Purchase: 
Contact Us: 1-800-694-
2609, Email: Sales@
Switzersauction.com Or 
Visit Us @ Www.switzer-
sauction.com For Auction 
Dates & Details.

Farm Machinery
Blanket The Province 
With A Classified Ad. 
Only $269/Wk (Based 
On 25 Words Or Less). 
Reach 75 Weekly News-
papers. Call Now For De-
tails. 1-800-282-6903; 
Www.awna.com; Email 
Classifieds@Awna.com.

Feed And Seed
Barley – *New-Ab 
Standswell* Smooth 
Awn, High Yielding, 
Grain And Forage Great 
Lodging Resistance. 1st 
Nitrogen Use Efficient 
Cereal In Canada. Other 
Barley: Cerveza, Cdc 
Austenson, Cdc Durango, 
Cdc Maverick, Esma, 
Sundre. Wheat – Pintail, 
Forage Or Grain. Oats – 
Ac Juniper, Ac Morgan, 
Ac Mustang, Derby, 
Cdc S01 Super Oat. 
Peas – Very Early Yellow 
Peas,  Forage Peas. Also 
Available: Polish Canola 
& Spring Triticale. Special 
Pricing On Truckloads. 
Www.mastinseeds.com; 
403-556-2609.

Health
Hip/Knee Replacement. 
Other Medical Conditions 
Causing Trouble Walking 
Or Dressing? The Disabil-
ity Tax Credit Allows For 
$3,000 Yearly Tax Credit 
And $30,000 Lump Sum 
Refund. Take Advantage 
Of This Offer. Apply 
Now; Quickest Refund 
Nationwide: Expert Help. 
1-844-453-5372.

Landscaping & Gardening

Promote Your Message 
Throughout Alberta. 
The Blanket Classifieds 
Or Value Ads Connect 
With More Than 400,000 
Readers In The Province 
Each Week. Choose 
From Three Packages 

Beginning At $269, 
$299 Or $599 To Share 
Your Message In Over 
70 Weekly Community 
Newspapers. Contact 
This Newspaper Today Or 
Email Classifieds@Awna.
com For More Informa-
tion. Call 1-800-282-
6903 Or 780-434-8746 
Or Visit Www.awna.com.

Travel
Vacation In Canada's 
Warmest Destination. 
Extraordinary Villa In 
Osoyoos, Bc, Breathtaking 
Lake Views, Just 3 Minutes 
From Town. Or Warmer 
Weather, Two Luxurious 
5-Star Resort Units In 
Phoenix, Arizona. Doug 
306-716-2671 Or Visit 
Osoyooslakevilla.com.

The 2025 Municipal 
Enforcement Annual 
Report has been ac-
cepted as information 
by Whitecourt Town 
Council. The report is 
prepared annually for 
the Alberta Solicitor 
General, and outlines 
activities conducted 
by Municipal Enforce-
ment Services. Over 
the course of the year, 
2,794 activities were 
logged by Whitecourt 
Peace Offi cers. White-
court Town Council 
has adopted the 2026 
Economic Develop-
ment & Tourism Stra-
tegic Plan. The Plan 
builds on progress we 
made in 2025, and 
outlines steps we are 
taking to support our 
local businesses, and 
drive economic growth 
and investment over 
the next year. Down-
load the plan from 
our website at www.

whitecourt.ca/business/
invest-in-whitecourt 
Council has adopted 
a bylaw amendment 
to a Local Improve-
ment Bylaw related to 
an improvement tax 
that is paid by Millar 
Western Forest Prod-
ucts for erosion control 
measures that were in-
stalled along the Atha-
basca River bank. The 
land tied to the local 
improve ment tax has 
been subdivided, and 
the amendment en-
sures the bylaw ac-
curately refl ects the 
current legal descrip-
tion of the benefi tting 
property. Council has 
made appointments 
to the Capital Region 
Assessment Services 
Commission as part of 
Whitecourt’s member-
ship on the Commis-
sion. The Commission 
is a regional board that 
hears appeals as part 

of the annual property 
tax assessment pro-
cess. A Special Meet-
ing of Council has been 
scheduled for 3:00pm 
on April 8, 2026 to 
discuss the 2026 Bud-
get. Whitecourt and 
Woodlands County 
Councils have orga-
nized a Joint Regional 
Collaboration session 
in March. The session 
will allow Council to 
have open discussion 
on the shared vision for 
regional collaboration, 
and identify goals and 
areas of opportunity 
for partnerships. Coun-
cil has amended the 
Whitecourt FireSmart 
Working Group’s 
membership to include 
representation by Mil-
lar Western Forest 
Products. Whitecourt 
Mayor Ray Hilts and 
Councillor Mike Braun 
will be attending the 
Rural Municipalities 

of Alberta Convention 
with Woodlands Coun-
ty Council in March. 
Attendance at the event 
will provide Town rep-
resentatives the op-
portunity to hear rural 
perspectives on current 
issues alongside Wood-
lands County repre-
sentatives. Whitecourt 
has proclaimed June 
13, 2026 as Lemonade 
Day. Community Fu-
tures Yellowhead East 
is hosting the 2026 
Lemonade Day event 
that teaches youth 
how to start own and 
operate their own 
business – a lemonade 
stand. Registration to 
the program is open 
until May 25, and fur-
ther information can 
be found online at 
https://lemonadedday.
org/northern-alber-
ta Councillor Serena 
Lapointe was appoint-
ed to the Ad Hoc Cul-
ture & Events Centre 
Partnership/Sponsor-
ship Committee.

The PressThe Press
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Thank you to all those loving 
families who've adopted the 

pets at the Whitecourt Vet Clinic. 

Whitecourt Veterinary 
Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave

We're there 
where you need 

us most!

Providing Traffic 
Control and Piloting

Road Monitoring 
& Radar Services

Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties

780-865-5815

• Traffic Control 
Personnel

• Provide service for 
emergency lane or road 

closures
• Construction 
zzone set ups

DEBT PROBLEMS??? 
780-424-9944

FREE Consultation
www.DEBTFREE.ca

A.C. Waring 
& Associates Inc. 

 Licensed Insolvency Trustee 
Trustee in Bankruptcy

Foreclosure Fear?
Wage Garnishment?

Call Us.  Talk to Us.  We can help you NOW.

Bank Loan Recalled?
Mortgage/Rent Arrears?

LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT
LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT

www.whitecourtpress.com

Duties to include: rent collection, bank deposits, show 
suites, leasing, notices, tenant concerns, dealing with 
contractors, common area cleaning. May include lawn 

care and snow removal. Training provided.

Please send resume to resadmin1@ayreoxford.com

Looking for Live-in Resident Manager for 
an apartment building in Whitecourt


