
Easy
is always on hand

Locally owned by Chetan & Roshni Bahl
Get your FREE Menu
780-666-2336 | HeartToHomeMeals.ca

Open your freezer to many easy meals made 
especially for seniors, delivered for free*.

*Some conditions may apply.
We accept

the Veterans
allowance.

Give the gift 
of comfort 

this season — 
Heart to Home 
Meals delivered 
hot and ready.  

FREE TAKE ONE! COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

advantage (Whitecourt)

Patrick Carew
780-778-0053
pdcarew@telus.net
5114-50 Street, Whitecourt AB 780-778-6678
Each o�ce independently owned and operated

Just a phone call 
away from your 

home buying and 
selling needs.
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Whitecourt Denture Centre

#210  Mid Town Mall 5115-49 St Whitecourt AB • 780-803-5640

SENIORS AND ADULTS 18 TO 
64,  GOV'T PROGRAMS MAY 

PAY FOR YOUR NEW DENTURES 

• Upper & Lower Dentures • Partial Dentures • Repairs 
• Specializing in  Mobile Services - Home & Hospital
Alberta Works & Dental Plans Welcome* *Some Conditions & Restrictions 

Apply. Enhancements Extra.

From a newspaper 
ad to a popular local 
winter destination: 
A decade of Eastlink Park

An awesome slide from start to finish for this kiddo. 
See story page 5.
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Dollar Values as of April 1, 2026

One Canadian Dollar = 0.72 US Dollar
at an exchange rate of 0.7218 (using nominal rate).

Money Matters

(NC) Whether you 
own your home or rent 
it, the safety of your 
living space is essen-
tial. One challenge is 
that not every risk to 
your home is obvious. 
Some you may not be 
aware of, and others, 
such as radon gas, are 
invisible. If you hav-
en’t tested your home’s 
radon levels yet, here’s 
why you should:

How does radon get 
into your home? Radon 
gas is produced from 
uranium decaying un-
derground. The air pres-
sure inside your home 
is usually lower than the 
surrounding soil, which 
draws air and other gas-
ses, including radon, up 
and into the home. All 
homes in Canada have 
radon, but levels vary 
from one house to an-
other—the only way to 

know your home’s level 
is to test.

Why is radon gas 
dangerous? The danger 
comes when it’s allowed 
to build up high levels 
indoors. Exposure to 
high levels of radon in-
creases the risk of lung 
cancer significantly. In 
fact, it’s the number one 
cause of lung cancer in 
non-smokers in Canada. 
It’s also on the rise: over 
the last decade, house-
hold radon levels across 
the country have been 
increasing, possibly 
due to better sealing for 
home energy efficiency. 
Recent data shows high 
levels in one in five Ca-
nadian homes.

What can home-
owners do? Testing for 
radon is easy: you just 
need a do-it-yourself 
test kit or an electron-
ic radon monitor. Your 

home’s levels rise and 
fall over time, so doing 
a long-term test over 
three months will let 
you estimate your an-
nual exposure. Here are 
some tips for optimal 
testing:
•	 Put the device on 

the lowest lived-in 
level of the home, 
such as a finished 
basement, family 
room or playroom.

•	 Use a flat surface, or 
hang it on the wall 
or from the ceiling, 
keeping it between 
half a metre and two 
metres off the floor.

•	 Avoid installing it 
near windows, vents, 
doors and exteri-
or walls. Don’t put 
the device in kitch-
ens, laundry rooms, 
closets or unfinished 
basements.

•	 Leave the device 

alone for at least 
three months—set a 
reminder to check it 
at that time, so you 
don’t forget.

If the testing shows 
a high level of radon it 
can be fixed. A certified 
professional can install 
a radon reduction sys-
tem in just one to two 
days. The system works 
by giving radon gas an 
easier path to escape 
outdoors. It costs less to 
install than replacing a 
furnace or air condition-
er and can reduce radon 
levels in your home by 
up to 90 per cent.

The danger of radon 
is real, but by testing 
for it and taking action 
to reduce the level in 
your home, protecting 
yourself is easier than 
you might think. Learn 
more at takeactiononra-
don.ca.

Have you tested your 
home for radon gas?
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A look at Budget 2026 with 
Infrastructure Minister Martin Long

Minister Long during a recent school building announcement in 
Edmonton.

Millions of provincial dollars went into paving Highway 43 last 
year, and millions more are slated to improve another well-used 
highway in the region in Budget 2026. Minister of Infrastructure 
Martin Long provided an update on some of the standouts 
in the province’s budget, as well as appreciation for recently 
completed projects. Pictured is Minister Long (second from 
left), at the funding announcement for the Connaught Housing 
Development in Jasper.

| By Serena Lapointe
At the end of Febru-

ary, the Alberta Gov-
ernment revealed its 
2026 Budget. Last 
week, MLA for West 
Yellowhead and Min-
ister of Infrastructure, 
Martin Long, sat down 
to chat with The Press 
to talk about what the 
budget looks like for his 
ministry, key standouts 
planned and what he’s 
proud to see happening.

“I think everyone an-
ticipated a hard budget 
this year. Albertans are 
keenly aware of our 
resource revenue is-
sue, which is tied very 
strongly to the Alberta 
Budget. I am pleased 
we have a budget 
that prioritizes the is-
sues where Albertans 
are seeing the pinch, 
around healthcare fa-
cilities and education 
facilities, especially in 
the urban and suburban 
areas,” began Minis-
ter Long. He said that 
despite the anticipated 
decline in resource rev-
enue, the building of 
schools and healthcare 
facilities has remained 
a priority due to mas-
sive growth, especially 

in urban centres.
On the rural side of 

the conversation, Min-
ister Long said he was 
pleased to see several 
recent large-scale proj-
ects completed or slat-
ed to start. One such 
project, the paving of 
Highway 43 last year, 
was a big boost to the 
area. “I think many of 
us could say we were 
anxiously waiting to 
see it be addressed. It 
was nice to see that 
Highway 43 stretch 
done all the way out to 
Mayerthorpe.”

This year, a couple of 
other highways in rural 
Alberta will have their 
moment in the sun. “We 
are finally seeing the 
funding for a pavement 
project on Highway 16 
that will help make the 
way through Edson and 
the outskirts of Edson a 
lot more user-friendly. 
I believe originally the 
project was going to be 
slated for next year, but 
the Minister of Trans-
portation listened to the 
local advocacy efforts 
both from mayors and 
the MLA, and we were 
able to get that project 
bumped up to start this 

year,” he explained.
He said the project 

will have local impacts. 
“I know plenty of folks 
in the Whitecourt and 
Woodlands County area 
use the Highway 16 
corridor for activities 
like going to Jasper for 
skiing and other things. 
I think that many of us 
will be pleased with 
that announcement for 
our region.”

Also getting some 
love this year is High-
way 40 in Grande 
Cache. The highway 
was slated for widening 
years ago but permits 
held it up. “I’m very 
pleased that the Min-
ister of Transportation 
kept that project on the 
list for two full cycles.” 
He said work to widen 
the highway will start 
later this year and will 
be beneficial not only 
for residents but also 
for tourism in the area. 
“Many people will ben-
efit from that project 
coming to fruition.”

Schools are another 
big priority in Budget 
2026. Rural Alberta, 
though not facing the 
same growth concerns 
as Alberta’s major cit-

ies, still needs atten-
tion, and Minister Long 
said he was happy to 
see that Northern Gate-
way is moving ahead 
with its groundbreak-
ing in Valleyview.

Another rural touch 
is that 50 million dol-
lars in Budget 2026 
has been allocated for 
maintenance projects 
for hospitals in rural 
areas specifically. “Ob-
viously, there are rural 
facilities that eventu-
ally do need to be re-
placed, but that doesn’t 
mean we shouldn’t be 
maintaining them in 
the short term. They 
have to be user-friend-
ly. They need continu-
ous investments,” ex-
plained Minister Long.

“I think some critics 
would say that all of the 
growth is in the cities, 
but we still have to pri-
oritize the areas of the 
province that see the 
great resource devel-
opment and who are, 
frankly, paying the bills 
for the province. I’m 
really proud of a gov-
ernment that maintains 
that commitment in 
rural areas, to not only 
maintain what’s there 

but also to grow it for 
future generations.”

Speaking of gener-
ations, Minister Long 
said that seniors in 
Jasper, who were dis-
placed when the Manor 
burned to the ground, 
will be moving into 
their temporary homes 
in Hinton, hopefully, 
in the spring, and that 
funding for the rebuild-
ing of the Manor in 
Jasper is also included 
in Budget 2026. Once 
residents can move into 
the newly built Manor 
upon completion, the 
interim housing in Hin-
ton will be repurposed 
as affordable housing, 
“benefiting the commu-
nity of Hinton for years 
to come.”

Lastly, Minister Long 
touched on a project 
that was completed 
last year, but wanted 
to highlight it because 
it’s another example 
of a rural focus where 
dollars are being spent. 
Carson Pegasus Pro-
vincial Park received 
significant upgrades 
last year with repairs to 
the seawall, boat ramp 
area and the grand 
lookout staircase that 

leads from the parking 
lot, down to the seawall 
below.

“That’ll be a real 
benefit not only for the 
countless visitors to the 
region who enjoy it, 
but also for the local 
families just like mine, 
as many from our area 
go and visit the park. I 
know it was a huge pri-
ority for Minister Todd 
Loewen’s department 
(Forestry and Parks) 
to make some of these 
usable spaces even saf-
er for families. I shared 
with him how pleased 
I was to hear about the 
improvements and that 
I think we have even 
greater opportunity at 
the Carson Pegasus 
location to further en-
hance the experience.”

Minister Long said 
that raising awareness 
of the needs in his rid-
ing and in rural Alber-
ta will continue to be 
something he focuses 
on. “When I see in-
vestments in other rural 
communities, I think 
that’s a good day for all 
of us. I’ll continue to 
advocate that our gov-
ernment never leaves 
us behind.”

AB GovernmentAB Government

AB GovernmentAB Government

The PressThe Press
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ADOPTABLE
WHITECOURT

ANIMALS

Meet 
Eugene

or more information 
or to schedule an 
appointment to meet 
Eugene, please contact 
the Whitecourt 
Pound at:
�� 780-778-5767

Eugene has a gentle tempera-
ment and has shown no signs of 
aggression during his veterinary 

assessment. He appears to get 
along well with other dogs. 

While he is very a�ectionate, 
Eugene can be somewhat 

nervous outdoors and 
is still adjusting to new 

environments, 
Please note that Eugene 
is not yet house-trained 

but is up to date on all 
vaccinations.

Eugene is a large, 
friendly Great 
Pyrenees 
estimated to be 
over two years old 
and currently 
awaiting his 
neuter surgery.

Shift Incentive for Overnights

Please visit www.whitecourt.ca for all 
employment opportunities and details 
on how to apply.

If you enjoy a fast-paced, progressive work environment and 
you have a passion for serving the local community- then this 
may be the opportunity for you! We believe that our values of 
diversity, collaboration, innovation and mutual respect bring 
out the best in our team, and we are currently looking to fi ll the 
following positions:

Job#: 26-023 – Utility Maintenance Operator II – Closes Friday, 
April 10, 2026
Job#: 26-024 – Utility Plant Operator III – Closes Friday, April 
10, 2026
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Eastlink Park has ten candles on top of its birthday cake this year. What better way to 
celebrate than to do so alongside one of the folks who helped make the park a reality, 
simply by answering an ad in a newspaper? 

Another one heads 
down to the pool.

Skimming across in a onesie.

The smile 
says it all.

Wynn (middle, left) cheered 
as this youngster made it 
across without falling in.

continued 
on page 7

The PressThe Press

From a newspaper ad to a 
popular local winter destination 

- a decade of Eastlink Park

| By Serena Lapointe
Ten years ago, thanks 

to a lot of hard work, 
dedicated volunteers, 
supportive local busi-
nesses and a strong pas-
sion for wanting to cre-
ate an easily accessible 
place in the community 
for winter recreation, 
Eastlink Park was offi-
cially opened, proving 
that dreams are worth 
dreaming, especially if 
you’re willing to put in 
the work.

Stephanie Wynn 
and her husband Bri-
an have been involved 
at Eastlink Park since 
the conversations first 
began. “The town put 
out an ad in the paper 
asking anyone interest-
ed in a ski hill to come 
to a meeting. We went, 
and a whole lot of oth-
er people went too, like 
80. We all signed up, 
and then the town put 
the call out for a sec-
ond meeting, and there 
were about ten of us 
that showed up.”

That small group 
started having con-
versations around the 
kitchen table, discuss-
ing the ‘what if’s’ and 
the ‘how to’s.’ Eventu-
ally, the chatter turned 
into trips around the 
area to see where a hill 

could go. “We even-
tually settled on this 
particular location be-
cause it had been one 
before, it faced the 
right direction, and it 
was in town, so it was 
convenient for every-
one,” explained Wynn.

Even with trees cov-
ering the hill, the group 
could see the poten-
tial. “We walked the 
hill back then. We had 
been here before, ski-
ing down and snowmo-
biling back up again, so 
we knew of some little 
areas in here,” she said. 
The original T-bar from 
the seventies was still 
at the base of the hill, 
still cleared.

With a spot in mind, 
the crew started check-
ing out other hills to 
learn about them. The 
hill became a passion 
project for the Wynns, 
even taking over vaca-
tions as the pair visited 
hills during their per-
sonal trips. “Brian and 
I spend vacations look-
ing at boot dryers and 
all kinds of weird 
ski hill things,” she 
laughed.

“There were 
four of us who 
went to Saskatchewan 
to talk to Table Moun-
tain and look at their 

belts and pits. We had 
a lot of people from 
the group who brought 
their ideas forward to 
help develop the hill. 
We also hired a manag-
er to manage the con-
struction, Rob Jones. 
We had lots of volun-
teers and in-kind sup-
port from businesses 
and the community,” 
added Wynn.

Over the years, East-
link Park became the 
go-to place for learning 
how to ski, even entic-
ing city folks to drive 
to Whitecourt to use 
the hill as word spread. 
Wynn said that was al-
ways the goal.

“We believe that we 
are a group that has 
lessons like no other. 
We don’t 
just teach 
them for 
an hour 
and let 
them go. 

We stay with them un-
til they can master this 
hill. Do they all? Not 
always.

But we stay with 
them as long as they 
are here, and then they 
bring their parents, and 
they bring the rest of 
their family, and they 
can use this as an out-
door activity together. 
It’s really wonderful.”

She said being a hill 
surrounded by a small-
er population, unlike 
the hills in Edmonton, 
makes it too good to 
pass up by those want-
ing to learn 
on a less 
busy hill. 
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S E E  S O L U T I O N S  P A G E  1 5

Here’s How It Works: 
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the 
numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more 
numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

CROSSWORDSSUDOKU

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Absence of difficulty
  5. Preserve a dead body
 11. Gratitude
 14. The act of coming 
together again
 15. More cushy
 18. Visionaries
 19. Large fish-eating 
bird
 21. Indicates near
 23. Former CIA and CIA 
critic
 24. Icelandic poems
 28. Pop
 29. Hammer is one
 30. Selfs
 32. Thyroid-stimulating 
hormone
 33. Nowhere to be 
found
 35. Electronic data 
processing
 36. Drivers’ licenses and 
passports are two
 39. Snake-like fishes
 41. Air Force
 42. Popular personal 
computers
 44. Stages in ecological 
succession

 46. Wings
 47. In the center
 49. Pleasantly smooth
 52. Jeweled headdress
 56. In slow tempo
 58. __ Falls
 60. Reiterations
 62. Eras
 63. Hyphen 
CLUES DOWN
  1. Body part
  2. Mimics
  3. Expel or eject 
(variant sp.)
  4. Sea eagle
  5. Taxonomic category
  6. Chinese languages
  7. Mr. T’s “A-Team” 
character
  8. Consumed
  9. Chinese dynasty
 10. NFL legend Randy
 12. Ireland
 13. Palm trees with 
creeping roots
 16. Fungal disease
 17. Tall, slender-leaved 
plants
 20. Affirmative! (slang)
 22. It says who you are
 25. Atlantic coast state

 26. Grow older
 27. Associations
 29. Woman (French)
 31. Sunscreen rating
 34. Brew
 36. Leader
 37. Indigo bush genus
 38. Burn with a hot 
liquid
 40. Junior’s father
 43. Mackerel genus
 45. Morning
 48. Straight line from 
side to side (abbr.)
 50. Type of molding
 51. Small, thin or 
twisted bunch
 53. Worn by exposure 
to the weather
 54. Mars crater
 55. Humanities
 57. Relating to the ears
 58. “To the __ degree”
 59. Residue when 
something is burned
 61. It cools a home

Crossword Clues

WORDS
ANGLER
BAG
BAIT
BOBBER
CAST
CATCH
CHUMMING
DRAG

FISHING
HOOK
JIGGING
LEADER
LIMIT
LURE
RELEASE
SIGHT
SINKER

SKUNKED
SPAWNING
STRIKE
STRUCTURE
TACKLE
TERMINAL
TROLLING

Residents gathered at the Blue Ridge Community Hall on 
March 28 for the annual Spring Fling, which saw a great 
turnout and featured visits with the Easter Bunny, horse wagon 
rides, crafts, games, chicken bingo, and a silent auction. 
Proceeds from the event will support the community hall, ball 
diamonds, and outdoor rink.  
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GET THE PRESS DELIVERED 
TO YOUR INBOX

 Free to subscribe
 Never miss an issue
 Read on any device
  Read every issue 
online the moment 
it’s published.

Subscribe at 
www.whitecourtpress.com

Touchdown.Coming in for landing

continued from page 5
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Funnily enough, the 
instructor program at 
the hill started with the 
original board. “When 
we first opened, we had 
no instructors.

So, the board took 
our instructor courses 
so that we would have 
instructors to teach for 
our first year,” said 
Wynn.

Now, the beginner 
hill is regularly bus-
tling with instructors 
teaching newbies of 
all ages how to ski and 
snowboard. “And if 
there’s a preference, 

we have young wom-
en and young men, 
we have adult instruc-
tors. They just need to 
let our guest services 
know, and we will try 
to accommodate their 
needs. Plus, we have 
rentals, so we have ev-
erything they need to 
learn.”

Conversations about 
the chalet have also tak-
en place over the years. 
The original plans were 
to build a large chalet. 
“The current chalet is 
back where it is be-
cause we thought that 
where this training hill 
is, we would eventual-

ly put a chalet. But we 
don’t need a chalet, and 
we can’t afford a cha-
let. What we have here 
is perfect for what we 
do here in the commu-
nity,” explained Wynn.

“We were people 
who wanted something 
affordable for the fam-
ilies where they didn’t 
have to go to Jasper, 
and they could learn 
about skiing, tubing 
and snowboarding clos-
er to home, before they 
went somewhere else 
that costs more money. 
That has always been 
the philosophy: fami-
lies first. I think that’s 

something that we’ve 
all done a very good 
job at,” she smiled.

Wynn, who is no lon-
ger on the park board, 
remains an active vol-
unteer and continues 
to teach lessons during 
school visits and when 
requested. Seeing the 
hill be such an active 
place brings a tear to 
her eyes and a smile to 
her face. “Tears. Hap-
py tears. It’s amazing 
to see people enjoying 
it. This is my passion, 
and it’s the best view in 
town. It’s a truly won-
derful place.”

She credits the ex-
tensive volunteer hours 
put in by those who 
wanted to see the dream 
fulfilled as the reason 
for the park’s existence 
today, both youth and 
adults, as well as the 
staff who work hard 
day in and day out to 
make it a place that 
people want to be. She 
said it also comes down 
to the businesses that 

have been generous 
with time, talent and 
sponsorship.

On Sunday, March 22, 
the park was buzzing for 
the Annual Slush Cup, 
where skiers and snow-
boarders’ barrel down 
the hill and attempt to 
skim across a pool filled 
to the brim with chilly 
water. Some made it 
across, but lots, howev-
er, felt the cold water as 
they splashed into it.

Within a millisecond 
of their chilly touch-
down, park volunteers 
wearing wetsuits lifted 
them out of the wa-
ter and onto the bank, 
where they ran into 
waiting towels to warm 
up. It’s Eastlink Park’s 
version of the cold 
plunge, and it’s quite 
the event.

One by one, the par-
ticipants aimed for the 
pool at the bottom of 
the hill, visibly bracing 
themselves at the last 
second. For those who 
landed in the chilly 

water, their faces told 
the whole story about 
how cold the water 
was. Shocked looks as 
if their breath was mo-
mentarily taken away, 
and the stressful ur-
gency to get out of the 
water was alleviated by 
the massive cheer each 
one received as they 
were lifted onto the 
snow-covered bank. 
Each one was celebrat-
ed for their bravery.

Wynn and her hus-
band were there vol-
unteering and having 
fun watching the show. 
“We are here today, not 
because we have to but 
because we want to be 
here.” Ten years in, the 
spot with the prettiest 
view of the valley is 
not only a special place 
for the community, but 
is also a meaningful 
place for those, like the 
Wynns, who dreamed a 
dream hard enough that 
it eventually became 
reality. Happy birthday, 
Eastlink Park!
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DAVE 
KUSCH

Reeve, Division 1 – Anselmo
dave.kusch@woodlands.ab.ca

780-778-9337

PATRICIA 
MACNEIL

Councillor, Division 2 - 
Whitecourt West

patricia.macneil@woodlands.ab.ca
780-268-3000

ALAN 
DEANE

Councillor, Division 3 - 
Whitecourt Central

alan.deane@woodlands.ab.ca
780-778-0894

KAREN 
ST. MARTIN

Councillor, Division 4 - 
Whitecourt East

karen.stmartin@woodlands.ab.ca
780-778-0822

JENNA 
WRIGHT
Councillor, Division 5 - 

Blue Ridge
jenna.wright@woodlands.ab.ca 

780-779-6765

PETER 
KUELKEN

Councillor, Division 6 - Goose Lake / 
Freeman River

peter.kuelken@woodlands.ab.ca 
780-284-2425

BENNY 
WHITTEN

Councillor, Division 7 - 
Fort Assiniboine / Timeu

benny.whitten@woodlands.ab.ca 
780-305-4655

www.woodlands.ab.ca

780-778-8400 
1-888-870-6315

admin@woodlands.ab.ca 
1 Woodlands Lane, 

Whitecourt, 
AB T7S 1N3 

LEGAL  DESCRIPTION

DEVELOPMENT 
PERMIT 

APPLICATION 
NUMBER

PROPOSAL

NE 18-58-11-W5M 
LOT 10 BLOCK 3 PLAN 1423727

26-DP-021
Home Occupation Major: 

Woodcraft and Farm Goods

DISCRETIONARY USE
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT APPLICATION

UPCOMING FIRESMART INFO SESSIONS

Need help with your 2025 income taxes? 
Eligible Woodlands County residents can 
receive FREE TAX PREPARATION through 
the Community Volunteer Income Tax 
Program.

Be sure to check your eligibility: 
https://woodlands.ab.ca/p/community-
volunteer-income-tax-program

CLINIC LOCATIONS & TIMES:
Blue Ridge & Anselmo Divisions
Call to book: Town of Mayerthorpe FCSS at 
780-786-2416 (Ext. 223)

Fort Assiniboine, Timeau & Goose Lake 
Divisions
Fort Assiniboine FCSS: Wednesdays | 

10am–3pm | Mar 11–Apr 30 
Barrhead FCSS: Thursdays | 10am–3pm | 
Mar 5–Apr 30

Whitecourt East, West & Central Divisions
Allan & Jean Millar Centre: Mon–Fri | 
9am–12pm & 1pm–3pm | Feb 23–Apr 23

Drop-In Clinics
Allan & Jean Millar Centre: 
Tuesdays | 3:30pm–5:30pm | Mar 3–31
Thursdays | 1pm–3pm | Mar 5–Apr 16

Please note: Taxes cannot be processed at 
County administration offi  ces.

Questions? Contact Community Services at 
780-778-8400

Spring is here and so are road bans! E� ec-
tive 8:00 AM, Monday, March 23, weight 
restrictions will be in place in Woodlands 
County.

Restrictions include:
• Gravel Roads: 75% legal axle weight
• Cold Mix Roads: 50% legal axle weight 
• Pavement Roads: No restrictions

Road bans are temporary weight limits 
implemented during spring thaw to protect 
roads when they are soft and more vulner-
able to damage. Conditions are monitored 
closely, and restrictions will be adjusted or 
lifted as needed.

Follow us on Facebook to stay updated! 

For more info and to read the full Road Ban 
Order, visit: https://woodlands.ab.ca/p/road-
bans, or scan the qr code:

Woodlands County Land Use Bylaw provides opportunity for any person who may have 
comments on the proposed development to deliver to the Development O�  cer, a written 
statement of their concerns indicating: their full name and address and the reasons for their 
comments to the proposed use. 

If you have any comment or concern regarding this proposal you may provide a written 
statement via email to planning@woodlands.ab.ca prior to 4:30 p.m., April 14th, 2026. 
The Development Authority will be making a decision on the following development permit 
application following this deadline.

Comments received will be taken into consideration by the Development Authority.

Raise FireSmart Kids! Join Woodlands 
County on April 16 for our FireSmart Kids 
Drop-in Session, where they’ll learn about 
wild� re hazards and how they can help 
protect their community.

What to expect:
• Interactive games & puzzles
• A FireSmart property demonstration
• Fun activity booklet with challenges

Join Woodlands County on April 30 for our 
FireSmart Community Drop-in Session, 
where you can learn how to help protect 
your home and community from wild� res.

Topics include:
• Creating a FireSmart community
• Tips for homes and acreages
• Wild� re preparedness

Blue Ridge Community Library, Thursday, April 30, 5:00 PM – 7:30 PM
 
Learn more wild� re tips at https://� resmartalberta.ca/

Information regarding this application may be obtained by inquiring prior to 4:30 p.m., 
April 14th, 2026.

Contact: planning@woodlands.ab.ca
 Woodlands County
 Box 60, #1 Woodlands Lane, Whitecourt  AB  T7S 1N3
 Telephone:    780-778-8400
 Toll-Free:   1-888-870-6315

Blue Ridge Community Library, Thursday, April 16, 5:00 PM – 7:30 PM

Page sponsored byPage sponsored by
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HE IS
RISEN
Wishing you a blessed Easter. Wishing you a blessed Easter. 

Arnold Viersen MP
Peace River— Westlock

| Press release
Council has awarded 

the contract to replace 
boilers at the Allan 
& Jean Millar Cen-
tre to Total Plumbing 
and Heating Ltd. for 
$535,700 plus GST. 
The project involves 
replacing the open 
vent boilers that act 

as the primary heating 
units for water heating, 
aquatic operations, and 
higher efficiency hy-
dronic heating for the 
facility, with condens-
ing boilers. The project 
is 50% funded by the 
Municipal Climate

Change Action Cen-
tre Community Energy 

Conservation Program 
and will offer energy 
savings over the pre-
vious system and will 
lower emissions.

Whitecourt has ap-
proved a street closure 
request for the 2026 
Run 4 Fun on Satur-
day, June 6. Reminders 
about the street closure 

will be posted closer to 
the event date. To reg-
ister for the Run 4 Fun, 
visit www.whitecourt.
ca.

Whitecourt Town 
Council has award-
ed the contract for the 
Highway 43 Vitaliza-
tion Phase 1 Project to 
Hedgehog Enterprises 

Ltd. for
$370,417.50 plus 

GST. The project in-
cludes planting on 
both sides of the high-
way, between 53 Av-
enue and Riverboat 
Park Road, with a to-
tal of 17 raised plant-
ing beds. The project 
will improve the com-

munity’s appearance 
and make the corridor 
more welcoming to 
visitors. The project 
is funded in part by 
the Green Municipal 
Fund’s Growing Can-
ada’s Community Can-
opies initiative.

Whitecourt Town Council Update

continued on page 14

Print editions 
remain unchanged.

Effective April 8, The Whitecourt Press website will 
soon require  a free signup to view the full e-Edition.

No cost. No hassle. Just better access.

Register at www.whitecourtpress.com 
Subscribe for E-edition  now so you don’t miss a week.

Heads up for online readers

Print editions 
remain unchanged.

The PressThe Press

Enhanced Driveway Crossing
Replacement Program

The Town of Whitecourt is continuing the Enhanced Driveway Crossing Replacement Program for those property owners wishing to upgrade their private driveway crossings.  The 
Town will cost share with the owner up to 60% for the costs associated with the removal, disposal and replacement of the residential driveway crossing installed according to the 
“Minimum Standard for Local Improvements”.

The program is intended for driveways in areas with high profi le of older, rolled curb and gutter which create a harsh entrance into private driveways. 
 
The program application for 2026 must be completed, signed and submitted with a minimum $800.00 deposit prior to April 30, 2026 to be considered for replacement in the current 
calendar year.

Program information and an application form may be found on the Town’s website at www.whitecourt.ca or by contacting:
 
Town of Whitecourt, Box 509, 5004 – 52 Avenue, Whitecourt, AB T7S 1N6
Email: administration@whitecourt.ca | Phone: 780.778.2273
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Some grade 2 Pat Hardy students enjoyed a day of pampering at Hilltop High School, where cosmetology students provided hair 
styling and nail treatments during a recent visit.

Dancers from Illusion Dance Studio received gold and an 
Outstanding Award for their hip hop routine, “No Cap,” at the 
St. Albert Dance Vibe Festival.

Pat Hardy School photosPat Hardy School photos

Samantha Dunn photo  Samantha Dunn photo  
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"Serving the community for over 30 years"
The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food  

in order to help families in need. 
Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm

Phone: 780-778-2341 Located within the Carlan  
Services Community Centre

Providing timely and 
easily accessible financial 

support for Whitecourt 
patients and their families 

who are dealing with a 
cancer diagnosis.

Kim Nendsa (President of Whitecourt  Cancer & Wellness Society)  
780-778-0932 Aimee Grierson 780-262-0222 https://wctcancerwellness.com/

Recover Out Loud
•	 Mondays are in person, at the Family Worship Center upstairs, and 

online (hybrid) at 7:30pm  
•	 Fridays 7:30pm at the Whitecourt Baptist Church in person only.

ZOOM ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude
Whitecourt Alcoholics 
Anonymous Group 

Support group on Tuesdays, February 17 to May 5.
Crossroads Community Church, 4719 44 Avenue

Mayerthorpe, Pre-registration is required 

Meetings are three times each week
• Monday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
• Wednesday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
• Friday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Located at the United Church Basement on Legion 
Street (formerly 5201 - 50 Street), Please Leave a Mes-
sage for Our AA member or Contact Addictions Helpline 
@1(866)332-2322

CALL Ruth  
780-674-7182

Your only LOCAL carrier serving the Community since 1950
Proud supporter of 

our local Organizations
780-778-2226

This page is sponsored by:

NEED HELP? CALL ANYTIME! (24-7)
• Mental Health Helpline 

1-877-303-2642  
• Addiction Helpline  

1-866-332-2322  
• Health Link 811

The PressThe Press
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Starting March 16, Woodlands County is accepting application forms from residents who 
want dust control applied to County roads adjacent to their property.

Rates for dust control are as follows:
• $425 + GST for 100 metres • $750 + GST for 200 metres
• $750 + $4.25 per additional metre over 200m + GST

Application forms and more information about dust control are available at 
woodlands.ab.ca/p/dust-control.

Deadline for submitting your application form is Friday, May 1, 2026.

#woodlandscounty #dustcontrol #roadsmanagement

DID YOU KNOW? Home-based businesses require a development 
permit.

In Woodlands County, if you want to build a new structure or conduct a new 
land use, a development permit is required.

• Ensure your business and/or project meets local bylaws
• Avoid costly delays or penalties

• Support smart, sustainable community growth
Woodlands County Planning Department is here to guide you through the 
process every step of the way! Learn what permits you need, get step-by-
step application support, and stay informed on zoning rules and timelines.

Visit https://woodlands.ab.ca/p/planning-and-development
Email:  planning@woodlands.ab.ca
Phone: 780-778-8400

Introducing Citywide 
Portal! Woodlands County’s 
new and upgraded service 
request system. Submit ser-
vice requests, report issues, 
ask questions, or even send 
a thank-you, all in one place.

Now you can track re-
quests, receive updates, 
and stay informed by 
creating an account. Not a 
resident? You can also sub-
mit a request as a guest.

Get started! Scan the QR 
Code, or go to:

https://woodlands.ab.ca/p/
service-request
Need help? Call 780-778-
8400 for assistance. 

No disruption to active work 
orders during the transition.

Woodlands County has some exciting job opportunities!

• Administrative Assistant, Planning Services
• Temporary, Equipment Operator
• Temporary, Ag Technician

For more information and to apply, scan the QR Code, 
or go to: woodlands.ab.ca/p/careers

DUST CONTROL

DEVELOPMENT PERMITS

SERVICE 
REQUEST 
TRACKER

We’re seeking dedicated Woodlands County 
residents to serve as members-at-large on 
the following committees and boards:

• Community Services Committee – 1 
youth vacancy (Ages 16-25, 1-year 
term)

• Municipal Planning Commission - 1 
vacancy

• Subdivision and Development Appeal 
Board – 1 vacancy

For more information, please contact 
admin@woodlands.ab.ca

Become involved in the decisions that 
a� ect you and your community!
To apply, scan the QR Code or go to: 
https://woodlands.civicweb.net/
Portal/BoardApplication/
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Whitecourt Physiotherapy generously donated $2,500 
to support the CT program fundraiser. The cheque was 
presented to Repeat Boutique, helping to raise funds for 
the community initiative.

Harper Friedel adds the finishing touches to her cake 
during the Whitecourt IGA Bakery’s Easter cake decorating 
event on March 28, where participants created their own 
take-home treats.

Repeat Boutique photo Repeat Boutique photo 

The PressThe Press
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SPONSORED BY

Tri-Logging 
is against 
bullying

Putting a face 
on suicide

Every 40 seconds somewhere around the world 
someone dies by suicide, that’s 99 people every 66 
minutes. Every day, that’s almost 100 people in the 

United States alone, and over 2160 worldwide. Putting 
a Face on Suicide (PAFOS) is a suicide awareness proj-

ect that creates posters and videos to pay tribute to 
those we have lost to suicide with dignity and respect. 

PAFOS humanizes the daunting statistics; lovingly 
replacing numbers with faces.

If you are experiencing suicidal thoughts, 
you need to know that you’re not alone. You 
can also call if you are not in crisis, seeking 

additional information. The new Canada 
Suicide Prevention Service (CSPS), by Crisis 

Services Canada, enables callers anywhere in 

Canada to access crisis support by phone, in 
French or English: toll-free 1-833-456-4566 

Available 24/7
Crisis Text Line (Powered by Kids Help 

Phone) Canada Wide free, 24/7 texting service 
is accessible immediately to youth anywhere 

in Canada by texting TALK to 686868 to reach 
an English speaking Crisis Responder and 

TEXTO to 686868 to reach a French-speaking 
Crisis Responder on any text/ 

SMS enabled cell phone.
KidsHelpPhone Ages 20 Years and Under 

in Canada 1-800-668-6868 (Online or on 
the Phone). First Nations and Inuit Hope for 
Wellness 24/7 Help Line 1-855-242-3310

Canadian Indian Residential Schools Crisis 
Line 1-866-925-4419

Trans LifeLine – All Ages 1-877-330-6366

If your life is in danger or you know someone’s life is in danger DIAL EMERGENCY NOW 911!

Whitecourt Town 
Council has pro-
claimed May 18 to 24, 
2026 as Community 
Disability Services 
Professional Appreci-

ation Week. Members 
of Council have been 
authorized to attend a 
golf tournament host-
ed by the Whitecourt 
& District Chamber of 
Commerce on June 19, 
2026.

The Tuition Assis-
tance Bursary Pro-
gram was established 
to assist Whitecourt 
residents (youth and/or 
adult learners) in ac-
cessing post-secondary 
education and training 

opportunities while 
remaining in the com-
munity or intending to 
return to the commu-
nity to pursue career 
opportunities in high 
demand sectors. 2026 
bursaries have been 

awarded to Kaleeah 
Yuhar for the Practical 
Nurse Diploma

Program, and to 
Chase Opsal for the 
Bachelor of Education 
Diploma Program. 
Congratulations!

| Press Release 
Dallas Choma, Lac 

Ste. Anne County En-
forcement Services 
presented the 2025 Q4 
Enforcement Services

Report to Coun-
cil, highlighting en-
forcement activity in 
Woodlands County. 
Of the 141 citations 
issued, 52.14% were 
for speeding. Report-
ed incidents increased 
significantly from Q3, 
with dog complaints 
the most common at 
19%. Most complaints 
were received through 
the Dispatch hotline, 
indicating residents 
are contacting Bylaw 
Enforcement directly. 

Council received the 
report for information.

Joshua Raposo, Man-
ager, Planning & De-
velopment, presented 
the Communication 
& Engagement Plan 
for the Hamlet of Blue 
Ridge Area Structure 
Plan (ASP). The pur-
pose of this report was 
to inform Council of 
the proposed outline on 
how residents, stake-
holders, and Coun-
cil will be engaged 
throughout the plan-
ning process. Council 
provided amendments 
to include evening ses-
sions and an additional 
question, and adopted 
the amended Commu-

nication & Engagement 
Plan for the Hamlet of 
Blue Ridge ASP.

Sheldon Schoepp, 
Manager, Protective 
Services, presented the 
2025 Woodlands Coun-
ty Fire Services Year in 
Review to Council. The 
report informed Coun-
cil of fire station and 
contract service activ-
ities, including mem-
ber numbers, annual 
responses, and average 
response times, each 
hall’s level of service, 
and a training over-
view. Council received 
the report for informa-
tion.

Council received the 
March 17, 2026, corre-

spondence from Agri-
culture and Agri-Food 
Canada regarding the 
closure of the Lacombe 
Research and Develop-
ment Centre, for infor-
mation. The letter was 
in response to Wood-
lands County's letter 
supporting concerns 
raised by Lacombe 
County.

Council directed Ad-
ministration to revert 
to monthly Service 
Request Tracker Re-
porting commencing in 
April 2026.

Council rescheduled 
the Regular Council 
Meeting of June 4, 
2026 to June 3, 2026, 
commencing at 9:30 

a.m., being held at the 
Woodlands County 
Council Chambers at 
#1 Woodlands Lane, 
Whitecourt, Alberta.

Upcoming 
scheduled meetings:
•	 Regular Council 

Meeting – April 9 @ 
9:30 a.m.

•	 Governance & Pri-
orities Committee 
Meeting – Wednes-
day, April 15 @ 
5:00 p.m.

•	 Regular Council 
Meeting – April 23 
@ 9:30 a.m.

•	 Governance & Pri-
orities Committee 
Meeting – Wednes-
day, May 7 @ 5:00 
p.m.

Meetings are held 
in-person at the Wood-
lands County Munic-
ipal Office in White-
court and live-streamed 
on the Woodlands 
County YouTube chan-
nel. Agenda packages 
are available on the 
Woodlands County 
CivicWeb Portal.

continued from page 9

Woodlands County Council Recap – Regular Council Meeting

Thu., Apr. 2
Snow
70%
-2ºC
-7ºC

E 18 km/h
~5cm

Sat., Apr. 4
Chance of flurries

40%
4ºC
-8ºC

NE 4 km/h
<1cm

 Sun., Apr. 5
Rain-snow showers

40%
5ºC
-5ºC

E 11 km/h
-

Fri., Apr. 3
Chance of flurries

40%
-1ºC
-11ºC

NE 5 km/h
<1cm

Wed., Apr. 1
Mainly cloudy

40%
-2ºC
-7ºC

E 17 km/h
~1cm

Find the Press 
on Facebook, 
Twitter and 

Linkedin

The PressThe Press
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WORD SEARCH CROSSWORDS

SUDOKU

PUZZLES SOLUTIONS

Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858

A locally owned and family operated 
newspaper serving Whitecourt

The Press is printed on high quality newsprint using 
vegetable based ink. We encourage you to share, save, 

reuse, rehash & recycle.

Published every wednesday

The PressThe Press

Letter to the Editor policy
The Press welcomes readers to write letters to the 
Editor. A maximum of 300 words is preferred but not 
necessary. Letters must carry a first name or two 
initials with surname and include an address and 
daytime telephone number. All letters are subject to 
editing. Please email letters to wctpress@gmail.com.

Odds of a child becoming 
a top fashion designer: 1 in 7,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed
with autism: 1 in 110

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autisms peaks.org

Some signs to look for:

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

© 2010 Autism Speaks Inc. “Autism Speaks” and “It’s Time To Listen” & design are trademarks owned by Autism Speaks Inc. All rights reserved.

Please recycle Please recycle 
this paperthis paper

Auctions
FIREARMS AUCTIONS: 
Ward's and Bud Haynes 
Auctions in Edmonton. 
Consign Now! Firearms, 
Ammo, Optics, Accesso-
ries, etc. Call Brad Ward, 
780-940-8378. Firearm-
sAuction.ca.

Bulls
32 Registered Red Angus 
yearling bulls, quiet, easy 
calving (43-88# BW with 
high CE scores), great 
WW's, lots of length and 
growth.  From 6 herd 
sires.  EPD's available.  
Selling quality bulls for 
heifers and cows since 
1992. Cleveley Cattle 
Company 780 689-2754.

Buildings For Sale
INTEGRITY POST 
FRAME BUILDINGS 
since 2008 BUILT WITH 
CONCRETE POSTS. 
Barns, Shops, Riding 
Arenas, Machine Sheds 
and more, sales@integri-
tybuilt.com 1-866-974-
7678 www.integritybuilt.
com.

Coming Events
EDMONTON COIN 
SHOW - April 11 &12, 
2026. Saturday 10 am 
- 4:30 pm; Sunday 10 
am - 3 pm. Lions Centre 
11113 - 113 Street, Ed-
monton. Family friendly!  
Displays * Auctions  * 
Free market evaluations. 
*  Dealers from across 

Canada. * See www.
edmontoncoinclub.com/
shows.

Custom Homes
BLANKET THE PROV-
INCE with a classified ad. 
Only $269/wk (based on 
25 words or less). Reach 
75 weekly newspapers. 
Call NOW for details. 
1-800-282-6903; www.
awna.com; email classi-
fieds@awna.com.

Employment 
Opportunities

THREE HILLS AREA 
GRAIN FARM looking for 
a skilled farm labourer. 
A clean Class 1 or 3 is 
an asset. Competitive 
wages. Call Calvin 
403-443-0484.

THE LAKESIDE LEADER 
is hiring a full-time 

reporter/photographer 
position in Slave Lake. 
Salary negotiable. Email 
resume, cover letter and 
samples of writing and 
photography to spnpro-
duction@hotmail.com.

Feed and Seed
BARLEY – *NEW-AB 
Standswell* Smooth 
AWN, High Yielding, 
Grain and Forage Great 
Lodging Resistance. 
1st NITROGEN USE 
EFFICIENT CEREAL 
IN CANADA.OTHER 
BARLEY: Cerveza, CDC 
Austenson, CDC Duran-
go, CDC Maverick, Esma, 
Sundre. WHEAT – Pintail, 
Forage or Grain. OATS – 
AC Juniper, AC Morgan, 
AC Mustang, Derby, 
CDC S01 Super Oat. 
PEAS – Very Early Yellow 
Peas,  Forage Peas. 
ALSO AVAILABLE: Polish 

Canola & Spring Triticale. 
Special pricing on truck-
loads. www.mastinseeds.
com; 403-556-2609.

Health
HIP/KNEE REPLACE-
MENT. Other medical 
conditions causing 
TROUBLE WALKING or 
DRESSING? The Disabil-
ity Tax Credit allows for 
$3,000 yearly tax credit 
and $30,000 lump sum 
refund. Take advantage 
of this offer. Apply 
NOW; quickest refund 
Nationwide: Expert help. 
1-844-453-5372.

Heavy Equipment For 
Sale

PROMOTE YOUR MES-
SAGE THROUGHOUT 
Alberta. The Blanket 
Classifieds or Value Ads 
connect with more than 

400,000 readers in the 
province each week. 
Choose from three pack-
ages beginning at $269, 
$299 or $599 to share 
your message in over 
70 Weekly Community 
Newspapers. Contact 
THIS NEWSPAPER today 
or email classifieds@
awna.com for more infor-
mation. Call 1-800-282-
6903 or 780-434-8746 
or visit www.awna.com.

Travel
VACATION IN CANA-
DA'S WARMEST DESTI-
NATION. Extraordinary 
villa in Osoyoos, BC, 
breathtaking lake views, 
just 3 minutes from town. 
Or warmer weather, two 
luxurious 5-star resort 
units in Phoenix, Arizona. 
Doug 306-716-2671 or 
visit osoyooslakevilla.
com.

S C H O O L  N E W S

On March 25, students from 3 Nimco and 3 Clementovich classes at Pat Hardy School 
enjoyed a lively day of skating, making the most of the opportunity to be active and 
social with friends.

Pat Hardy School photo Pat Hardy School photo 
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Thank you to all those loving 
families who've adopted the 

pets at the Whitecourt Vet Clinic. 

Whitecourt Veterinary 
Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave

We're there 
where you need 

us most!

Providing Traffic 
Control and Piloting

Road Monitoring 
& Radar Services

Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties

780-865-5815

• Traffic Control 
Personnel

• Provide service for 
emergency lane or road 

closures
• Construction 
zzone set ups

DEBT PROBLEMS??? 
780-424-9944

FREE Consultation
www.DEBTFREE.ca

A.C. Waring 
& Associates Inc. 

 Licensed Insolvency Trustee 
Trustee in Bankruptcy

Foreclosure Fear?
Wage Garnishment?

Call Us.  Talk to Us.  We can help you NOW.

Bank Loan Recalled?
Mortgage/Rent Arrears?

LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT
LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT

www.whitecourtpress.com

Our newspaper 
connects your 

business directly 
with engaged 

readers—and every 
print ad is also 

posted online for 
added exposure.added exposure.

Support local. Advertise 
local. Grow local. 

For all of your advertising needs, 
contact Haylee at 

thepresswtc@gmail.com
Let’s make your business shine.

Duties to include: rent collection, bank deposits, show 
suites, leasing, notices, tenant concerns, dealing with 
contractors, common area cleaning. May include lawn 

care and snow removal. Training provided.

Please send resume to resumes@ayreoxford.com

Looking for Live-in Resident Manager for 
an apartment building in Whitecourt


