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Dentures * Partial Dentures * Repairs SENIORS AND ADULTS 18 TO
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*S Conditions & Restricti
Alberta Works & Dental Plans Welcome*  "Sqne Cendtons & Restictions PAY FOR YOUR NEW DENTURES
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& | Running for health,
HEART TO s R
HOMEMEALS | coOmmunity spirit, and

Healthy to keep the memory of

is always on hand «;vp four brave menﬁahve

the Veterans
Open your freezer to many easy \ allowance. £

meals made especially for ST
seniors, delivered for free™. Vo, G S

*Some conditions may apply.

Locally owned by Chetan & Roshni Bahl

Ohl0
Get your FREE Menu %
780-666-2336 | HeartToHomeMeals.ca  [®

of Whltecourt

Seven -year-old Cameron Bourdages (#157) on the right, taking
off in his first race nine years ago. See story page 3

- ; Just a phone call
of comfort &= away frorp your
this season — : home buying and

Heart to Home ' selling needs.
Meals delivered -
hot and ready. |

VERHAEGHE

LAW OFEFEICE

780-778-6644 }

5011-51 Ave, Whitecourt, AB. T7S 1P7 info@freedomlaw.ca www.freedomlaw.ca
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APRlI. IS
SILVER MONTH!

SENIORS 55+ GET 10% MORE

v All Mint Sets — Canadian & American
¥ Canadian Silver Coins 1968 & Older
v American Silver Coins 1964 & Olde! g
v'ALL FORMS OF SILVER :

We pay in CASH!

Call Joy or Ted
—+ 825-966-4373

— ALL FORMS oF SILVER

Doing business in Alberta since 1986 » bonded since 1986

PRAIRIE P'fKERﬂ;

SENIORS 55+ GET 10% NIORE! 4
— FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL —

208 business i Alberta since 1986 « bonded since 555 -

$SS $$$
CASH FOR COINS

$SS $88

WANTED RovaL Canapian MINT COINS,
Frankuin MinT, US MINT, WORLD SETS ETC,
COLLECTOR'S COINS, NUMISMATICS, OLYMPIC COINS,
OLD COINS, OLD S, GOLD COINS, SILVER COINS,

BARS, INGOTS, JEWELRY, NUGGETS, STERLING SILVER
& ENTIRE COIN COLLECTIONS!

Call or text Todd

Numismatist/Gold & Silver Dealer

780-504-7995

| MAKE FREE HOUSE CALLS
ALL OVER ALBERTA+

| PAY CASH!!

FOR ALL GOLD & SILVER COINS,
JEWELRY, BARS, INGOTS,
NUGGETS, GOLD Dust,
Dental Gold, Bullion, Sterling
Silverware, plus anything made
of gold or silver!

Covering ALL OF ALBERTA,
and | can come to you!
| also purchase coin collections!

CaLL Topp

780-504-7995

| By Haylee Winger

The Whitecourt
Chess Club is of- |
fering residents
a chance to enjoy
the classic strate-
gy game in a friendly,
welcoming  environ-
ment.

Meetings are sched-
uled from 12 to 2 p.m.
at the Whitecourt Li-
brary on the following
dates: April 25, May 9
and 23, and June 6 and
13. The club will take a
break over the summer
months. No prior ex-
perience is necessary,
making it an ideal op-
portunity for newcom-
ers to learn and enjoy
chess.

The club held its
first spring session on
April 4, though turn-
out was modest. Or-
ganizer Grace John-

son attributes
the smaller
| crowd to the
Easter week-
end. “We’ve
had nine peo-

ple join us in the
past,” Johnson said.
The Whitecourt Chess
Club began last fall.
Initially, the group met
outdoors at Rotary/Fes-
tival Park, but moving
inside the library has
provided a more com-
fortable setting. John-
son started the club to
give her son a chance
to meet other chess en-
thusiasts.

For residents looking
for a quiet and engag-
ing way to spend a few
hours, the Whitecourt
Chess Club provides a
friendly environment to
play, learn, and connect
with fellow players.

Local chess club gathers at library

WANTED

NOW PAYING:
+ $90 an oz Silver
+ $65 for US Silver Dollars

GOLD & SILVER

PAYING *5000 for 10z Gold

+ §50 for Canadian Silver Dollars

* Pre 1964 US & Pre 1967 Canadian, 50 cents $20 each,
$8 each per Quarter, $3 each per dime.

* 1967 & 1968 silver coins 20X

Also buying ALL GOLD & SILVER COINS, Jewelry, bullion,
ingots, bars, nuggets, gold dust, dental gold, sterling silver,
coin collections, Royal Mint, RCM, US Mint, Franklin Mint sets,
old money, numismatics & anything made of gold or silver!

Covering ALL OF ALBERTA, and can come to youl!

=

CALL or Text NOW! Pw: 825-365-8557

One Canadian Dollar = 0.72 US Dollar
at an exchange rate of 0.7235 (using nominal rate).
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Running for health, community spirit, and
to keep the memory of four brave men alive

MrownloriWhitecourt
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Whitecourt’s Run 4 Fun is coming up later this spring. The event brings all ages together to mix fun with healthy living, and last

year’s event had record-breaking attendance. It is also a spin-off from the Fallen 4 Marathon, honouring four young men who lost
their lives in the line of duty. Pictured are two RCMP officers keeping runners safe.

| By Serena Lapointe
On Saturday, June 6,
bright and early in the
morning, runners will
take off from the Allan
& Jean Millar Center
parking lot for the an-
nual Run 4 Fun event.
The event brings to-
gether area athletes of
all ages and skill levels,
from beginners to in-
termediates and every-
one in between, for a
race against their own
abilities, pushing them-
selves to new heights.
The Town of White-
court has held the year-
ly event since 2017,
following the unfortu-
nate ending of the Fall-
en 4 Marathon, a 42km
marathon that saw run-
ners take on the unfor-
giving hills, wide open
stretches and long turns
of Highway 43 be-
tween Mayerthorpe and
Whitecourt, which held
its last race in 2015.
For a decade, the Fall-
en 4 Marathon Society
successfully hosted the
event, bringing togeth-
er runners from across
the region and beyond.
The original race,
a four-person relay

event, began three
months following the
devastating tragedy in
Mayerthorpe, where
four young police of-
ficers, with full lives
ahead of them, were
murderously  gunned
down while executing
a search warrant on a
farm. Constable Peter
Schiemann, 25, Con-
stable Anthony Gor-
don, 28, Constable Leo
Johnston, 32, and Con-
stable Brock Myrol,
29, lost their lives in
the line of duty, which
tore through the fabric
of not only the local
area, but the province
and country. Their
deaths are widely re-
garded as the worst
multiple- officer kill-
ing in contemporary
Canadian history.

To  honour their
bravery, sacrifice and
memory, the Fallen 4
Marathon was created,
bringing out runners
from all over to take
part. From June 2005
to June 2015, the event
helped bring healing
and remembrance to
participants and the
two communities. In

2016, sponsorship that
supported the event,
and was crucial for its
continuation,  ended.
Without new sponsor-
ship to replace what
was lost, the marathon
ended.

The following year,
the Town of White-
court decided to do a
spinoff of the event,
creating Run 4 Fun,
with the number four
in the name, seeming
to give honour to the
four officers for whom
the original race was
created. On the Town’s
website, it states that
“The Run 4 Fun will
carry on the enthusi-
asm and admiration
our community had for
the Fallen 4 Marathon,
while at the same time
encouraging healthy
and active living.”

Unlike the Fallen 4
Marathon, which had
participants ~ running
down Highway 43,
Run 4 Fun utilizes the
uptown community
and parts of the trail
system, taking runners
along a scenic route
behind the Forest Inter-
pretive Center. It pro-

vides four options: a
half-marathon, a 10K,
a 5K and a kids run,
which uses the track at
Hilltop High School.

Cameron Bourdages
took part in Run 4 Fun
for the first time when
he was just seven years
old.

His mom, Stacie, said
he was encouraged to
run by a teacher at his
school. “The first time
he wanted to do it was
because his gym teach-
er at school said that he
should, because he was
a good runner.”

She said after he was
done, he was really
tired, but that he loved
it, especially the Dilly
Bar he had following
the race. The next year,
Bourdages signed up
again, this time with his
younger brother, who
would’ve been about
4.5 years old. “He was
the proud big broth-
er showing his little
brother Joe what it was
all about. Joe didn’t
care for it at the time as
much as Cameron did.
But I think Joe would
run circles around the
kids now,” chuckled

Stacie, adding, “he
should run this year.”

Bourdages said that
taking part in the event
and testing their abili-
ties amongst their peers
gave them both a boost
of confidence. “Now
they feel like they are
undefeatable. Being ac-
tive without even real-
izing it, because you’re
having fun, is import-
ant. Events like this get
kids pumped for physi-
cal activities.”

The connection to
the Fallen 4 Marathon
is even more of a rea-
son to take part in it,
said Bourdages. She
said she feels proud
knowing her sons are
running for a good
cause, not only for their
health, but with the
memory of four police
officers who deserve to
be remembered.

Those interested
in joining this year’s
race on Saturday, June
6, are encouraged to
check out the town’s
website to sign up. The
half-marathon  starts
at 8:00 am, the 10K at
8:30 am, the 5K at 8:45
am, and the kids’ run

starts at 10:30 am. Ear-
ly bird pricing remains
in effect until May 4.
Kids cost just $15.
During the March 23
Town Council meet-
ing, officials approved
the road closure nec-
essary for the Run 4
Fun, the portion of
Sunset Boulevard from
the traffic circle to the
west entrance of the
JDA parking lot. Chel-
sea Grande, Director
of Community Ser-
vices, said they hope
to see the attendance
they saw in 2025. “We
had a record-breaking
event, and we hope
that it continues this
year. It was the most

registrations we’ve
had.”
Grande also ex-

plained that the run is
a break-even event.
Funds dispersed af-
ter the disbanding of
the Fallen 4 Society
continue to support it.
“We have those funds
set aside in a reserve,
and anything that we
don’t break even on,
that funding is taken
out of the reserve to
balance it.”

Career Ads, affordable price, with print
ad, receive free online job posting at ...

A o

www.whitecourtpress.com

Call Valerie Winger at
780.706.1858 or email

wctpress@gmail.com
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Mayerthorpe, and surrounding communities since 1941.

+ Personalized Ceremonies
We will help
you with: + Clergy / Church and Halls

+ Obltuary Motices

Reception Catering /Flowers

* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans - Monument Tributes

Grief Support
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FortisAlberta expands its
wildfire prevention ef'fo?ts

with new public safety measures'

Extreme wildfire conditions are becoming more common across
Alberta, with recent years seeing an increase in both the frequency
and scale of wildfire activity. While the risks are a growing concern,
there is positive work underway to help reduce the risk.

FortisAlberta takes a proactive approach to wildfire safety

FortisAlberta’s wildfire preparedness efforts combine advanced technology, real-time awareness
of local conditions and coordination with local authorities. This approach supports year-round
wildfire mitigation measures, including regular inspections, vegetation management around
power lines, early-warning technology to detect issues and infrastructure upgrades to improve
resilience in wildfire-prone areas.

In rare cases, if conditions such as strong winds, low humidity and dry vegetation create extreme
wildfire risk, FortisAlberta may implement a Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) as a last resort
safety measure. A PSPS involves temporarily turning off electricity in targeted areas where
operating power lines could increase the risk of wildfire during these extreme conditions.

Although a PSPS event would be a rare occurrence, it's important that
individuals and businesses are aware and prepared.

If conditions warrant, we will notify customers and coordinate with
municipalities and emergency partners. We would also leverage social
media to help warn residents and businesses that we will be shutting
off power.

Denis Andre, Manager, Land Environment & Sustainability at FortisAlberta

This advanced notice helps residents and businesses prepare, particularly customers who rely on
medical devices that require electricity. To stay informed, update your contact information with
the retailer that issues your utility bill.

A community approach to wildfire mitigation

"Preparing for wildfire risk is a shared responsibility,” says Lorena Charest, Crisis and Wildfire
Communications Strategist. “Staying ready helps everyone. Steps such as keeping devices
charged, assembling an emergency kit and staying informed about wildfire conditions and
potential power outages can make a meaningful difference.”

4

For more information on PSPS and how to
stay safe this season, visit fortisalberta.com/psps

These

Alberta’s provincial government advises
individuals to take proactive steps

to build wildfire resilience for their
properties and be prepared.

Clear dead wood, pine
needles, debris and

& = firewood within 1.5 metres
of your home to reduce
wildfire risk.

Stay informed about local
conditions and update your
contact information with
the retailer that issues your
utility bill.

Build an emergency kit
with water, non-perishable
food, a flashlight, radio,
medications and important
documents.

Have an evacuation
plan for your household,
including pets and
livestock.

Keep devices and medical
equipment charged and
check on neighbours who
may need help.

Follow Alberta Wildfire fire
bans and restrictions. When
permitted, fully extinguish
firepits and burn barrels.

Visit alberta.ca/wildfire-preparedness for more.

This is intended for general information only.

FORTIS

ALBERTA

The line that connects us all
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Excessive speeders, increased complaints and loose animals
made for a busy quarter for enforcement in Woodlands County

| By Serena Lapointe

Enforcement officers
from Lac Ste. Anne
County, which pa-
trol within Woodlands
County under contract
with the municipality,
were quite busy for the
last quarter of 2025,
compared to previous
quarters. During the
March 26 Woodlands
County Council meet-
ing, Inspector Dallas
Choma, Community
Peace Officer and En-
forcement Manager for
Lac Ste. Anne Enforce-
ment Services provided
a look back at the activ-
ities from October, No-
vember and December,
including the top inci-
dents faced by officers
and the fine value col-
lected.

“Our officers wrote
140 citations, varying
from exceeding speed
limit, traffic safety op-
erations, which means
that they didn’t have
registration or insur-
ance, failure to provide
an operator’s license
or driver’s license
and being uninsured,”
explained  Inspector
Choma. With those
140 citations, officers
generated $31,216 in
revenue, 40 percent of
which went to the prov-
ince.

Officers also handed
out 33 warnings, val-
ued at $6,784. “We do
give breaks out here.
It’s not just hammer,
hammer, hammer. We

continued on page 6

Officers from Lac Ste. Anne County were busy beavers through the end of 2025
with a significant increase in both citations and incidents reported. Time will tell
if the jump in numbers continues into 2026. Pictured is Inspector Dallas Choma,
Community Peace Officer and Enforcement Manager for Lac Ste. Anne County.

A New Daily

SP

SeniorsPortal.ca

Routine Canadian
Seniors 55 +

Simple. Enjoyable. Just a
few minutes a day.

* Play fun brain games

« Check in and boost your mood

« Connect with others

» Build a daily habit you’ll look forward to

Whitecourt Skating Club’s StarSkate Gold skaters take centre
ice during the WSC Gala on March 26 at JDA Place. Their
polished performance highlighted the strength, grace and

dedication of the club’s talented athletes.

Try it free today at SeniorsPortal.ca

PUBLIC NOTICE

www.whitecourt.ca | facebook.com/TownofWhitecourt | 780-778-2273

calendar year.

The Town of Whitecourt is continuing the Enhanced Driveway Crossing Replacement Program for those property owners wishing to upgrade their private driveway crossings. The
Town will cost share with the owner up to 60% for the costs associated with the removal, disposal and replacement of the residential driveway crossing installed according to the

“Minimum Standard for Local Improvements”.
The program is intended for driveways in areas with high profile of older, rolled curb and gutter which create a harsh entrance into private driveways.

The program application for 2026 must be completed, signed and submitted with a minimum $800.00 deposit prior to April 30, 2026 to be considered for replacement in the current

Program information and an application form may be found on the Town’s website at www.whitecourt.ca or by contacting:

Town of Whitecourt, Box 509, 5004 — 52 Avenue, Whitecourt, AB T7S 1N6
Email: administration@whitecourt.ca | Phone: 780.778.2273

Enhanced Driveway Crossing
Replacement Program
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continued from page 5

do look at the driver’s
history, and if they ha-
ven’t had a ticket for
several years, we will
definitely write them a
warning, but they are
all documented in our
system,” he added.
The top citation in
the quarter was for
speeders, with over 50
percent of the pile go-
ing to that alone. The
second highest was
citations for operat-
ing a motor vehicle or
trailer without proof of
registration, and third
was failure to provide
a valid driver’s license.
When Inspector
Choma showed a map
highlighting where in-
cidents and warnings
took place in Wood-
lands County, Coun-
cillor Karen St. Martin
noticed that some fell
inside ~ Whitecourt’s
boundary. She asked
why that was. Inspec-
tor Choma said stats
are calculated by GPS,
and the program pings
the stop as close as
possible on the map,
which could lead to lo-
cation overlap if an in-
cident happened close

to Whitecourt.

He explained that it
could also be that the
officers were, in fact,
stopped within White-
court’s boundary. “All
of our officers now
have authority on pri-
mary highways. So,
the offence could have
been on a side road,
failing to stop at a
stop sign or speeding
just before town in
the county, and they
initiated the stop in
town, which we’re to-
tally legal to do at that
point. So, the offence
could’ve happened in
Woodlands  County,
and the stop ended up
happening in town or
through town.”

Councillor Patricia
MacNeil asked for
clarity on the author-
ity that Community
Peace Officers have
on primary highways.
Inspector Choma ex-
plained that it was a
designation that his
crew had to work to-
wards by taking the
Emergency  Vehicle
Operations course and
then seeking permis-
sion from the Solicitor
General once complet-
ed.

She asked why it was
something they wanted
the ability to do and if
they were now active-
ly patrolling Highway
43. “We come across
a lot of offences going
to different locations
in the county, which
gives us the opportu-
nity to pull the vehicle
over. We’re not sitting
on Highway 43 doing
an operation to gener-
ate revenue.” Inspector
Choma said speeds on
the highway have got-
ten out of control, with
officers seeing drivers
travelling up to 160
kilometres an hour. “If
we see something like
that, not just twenty
over the speed limit,
that gives us the au-
thority to stop that per-
son and make sure that
everyone is travelling
safely on our high-
ways,” he explained.

Inspector Choma
added that if Wood-
lands County Council
wanted them to work
on Highway 43 more,
to generate more mon-
ey for the municipali-
ty, it’s something they
could ask for. “That is
one of the models from
Lac Ste. Anne Coun-

ty is moving towards
bringing some more
money into the coun-
ty itself. That would
be direction from you
guys if you wanted to
do that.”

As for incidents in
the last quarter, In-
spector Choma said
there were 121 report-
ed. Last year, Choma
spoke about wanting
to see an uptick in the
complaint line usage,
so that complaints
would funnel through
the dispatch line to
officers. In the fourth
quarter, complaints
rose. “The majority
of ours are coming
through our dispatch
center, which is awe-
some. So, the com-
plaint line is working
extremely well for you
guys, and we are at-
tending these calls in a
timely fashion.”

In the third quarter
of 2025, animal con-
trol issues had become
a problem, especially
for large animals like
cows and horses. Cre-
ating a bylaw to deal
with loose pasture ani-
mals was a topic of dis-
cussion, but Inspector
Choma said they had

recently found a solu-
tion. “We have worked
with the brand inspec-
tors, and we now have
a way to deal with it
without a bylaw.”

Choma said they
would bring in a group
to wrangle the loose
animals and have ei-
ther the brand inspec-
tors hold them or have
the wranglers hold
them. Then, the farm-
er or ratepayer would
have to bail their ani-
mals out, paying all re-
quired fees, so there’s
no cost to the county.
He said if the owner
didn’t follow through,
they could also send
the animals to auction
to recoup costs that
way.

Other animal con-
cerns include dogs.
“Dog complaints have
gone through the roof,”
said Inspector Cho-
ma. Councillor Mac-
Neil asked if the dog
issues stemmed from
the same residents or
if the issues were more
varied. “Is it essential-
ly the same people and
issues or generally dif-
ferent people with dif-
ferent issues?” Inspec-
tor Choma said it’s a

www.whitecourtpress.com

bit of both. “There are
some continued of-
fenders in certain areas
of Woodlands County
that we’ve paid close
attention to.

They are normally
just called in, whether
the dog is on the road
or in the neighbour’s
yard or chasing live-
stock,” he said.

Compared to 2024,
the end of 2025 cer-
tainly stands out. In the
entirety of 2024, there
were 164 citations and
62 incidents. The cita-
tion count of October,
November and Decem-
ber 2025 is only twen-
ty less than that, while
the incident count is
three shy of double.
Even the previous

mid- portion of 2025
i1s lower, with 83 cita-
tions and 73 incidents.
The busiest day of the
week for offences was
Tuesday, with the busi-
est time being 3 pm.
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YOUR ONLY LOCAL CARRIER SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1950

Proud ter of
roud supporter o T’:{{E&Eﬂi{

% our local Organizations
. 780-778-2226
Providing timely and
easily accessible financial
support for Whitecourt
patients and their families
who are dealingwith a
cancer diagnosis.

WHITECOURT

CANCER &
WELLNESS
SOCIETY

Kim Nendsa (President of Whitecourt Cancer & Wellness Society)
780-778-0932 Aimee Grierson 780-262-0222 https://wctcancerwellness.com/

. Recover Out Loud

« Mondays are in person, at the Family Worship Center upstairs, and
online (hybrid) at 7:30pm
« Fridays 7:30pm at the Whitecourt Baptist Church in person only.
Z00M ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude

CALL Ruth
780-674-7182

GRIEFRYSHARE

Support group on Tuesdays, February 17 to May 5.
Crossroads Community Church, 4719 44 Avenue
Mayerthorpe, Pre-registration is required

"Serving the community for over 30 years"

The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food
in order to help families in need.

004
K-, Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm

Leme Phone: 780-778-2341 Located within the Carlan
Services Community Centre

WHITECOURT

F

i«

24/7 CRISIS LINE R e :
Wellspring Provides a Safe, Short Term, Supportive Residential
780.778.6209 Enviromment for Women With or Without Children, Flesing
1.800.467.4049 Family Vielence & Experiencing Crisis
WELLSPRING Outreach Support Program:
FAMILY RESCURCE Ongolng Suppart, Advoenoy, Follow-Up & Support Groups for
& CRISIS CENTRE Wiomedh, Mesand Youth in Whitecourt and Surreunsding
Communiries
UMD gnitecourt_shelt hild § -t P ;
® o Child Support Program:

Child Care & After School Programs - Age Appropriate Programs &
Support for Children Who Have Been Affected By Family Violence

Preventative Education:

Mf}jﬁf‘?’ Provides Workshops, Information and Awareness to Schools,

-
4

Whitecourt Alcoholics
Anonymous Group

Meetings are three times each week

Commumity Organizations, Agences and Busincsses
H/_ Family Resource & Crisis Centre
- Monday 8:00 pm-9:00 pm
- Wednesday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm

www, whitecourtshelter.ca
- Friday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Located at the United Church Basement on Legion
Street (formerly 5201 - 50 Street), Please Leave a Mes-
sage for Our AA member or Contact Addictions Helpline
@1(866)332-2322

NEED HELP? CALL ANYTIME! (24-7)

* Mental Health Helpline 1-877-303-2642
* Addiction Helpline 1-866-332-2322 * Health Link 811

NOMBANIA

YOU CAN'T PROVE I
DID THAT. I HAVE
PLAUSIBLE DENIABILITY.

opyright ©2026 Peter Marinacci All Rights Reserved.

by PETER MARINACC

WE NEED TO STOP
FRAZ WATCHING THOSE
LEGAL SHOWS.

A look at the local weather Wed., Apr. 15 Thu., Apr. 16
Flurries Mainly cloudy
P.O.P. 60% 30%
High 1°C 2°C
Low -9°C -9°C
Wind NW 21 km/h

W 10 km/h

24-Hr Rain / Snow ~1cm

Fri., Apr. 17 Sat., Apr. 18 Sun., Apr. 19
Mix of sun and clouds Chance of shower Cloudy
30% 40% 60%
6°C 6°C 6°C
6°C -6°C -5°C
W 18 km/h SE 13 km/h E 12 km/h
- <imm -
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

wirw.whitecourtca | facebook com/TownofWhitecourt | 780-778-2273

If you enjoy a fast-paced, progressive work environment and
you have a passion for serving the local community- then this
may be the opportunity for you! We believe that our values of
diversity, collaboration, innovation and mutual respect bring
out the best in our team, and we are currently looking to fill the
following positions:

Job#: 26-028 - Utility Plant Coordinator - Closes Friday, April
17,2026

Job#: 26-029 - Solid Waste Manager - Closes Friday, April 24,
2026

Please visit www.whitecourt.ca for all
employment opportunities and details

W
on how to apply. WhireeOurt

Tim Hortons in Whitecourt is looking
to fill the following positions:

Food Service Attendant
Full Time / Shift Work

Food Service Supervisor
Full Time / Shift Work

SHIFT INCENTIVE FOR OVERNIGHTS

Please apply in person at the restaurant.

FRESH

4331-52 Ave Unit 1
\ Whitecourt, AB Whitecourt, AB )

Local news printed
B on local newsprint

= Alberta
—— Newsprint
== Company

==

4216 Elko Drive

WHITECOURT
ADOPTABLE

ANIMALS

Full of love, affection, and
playful energy, she’s always
ready to greet you with purrs
and meows, especially when
food or pets are involved!
Jelly Bean is spayed and up to
date on her vaccinations,
making her a healthy
addition to any

home.

For more information
or to schedule an
appointment to meet
Jelly Bean, please
contact the White-
court Pound at:

«2780-778-5767

www.whitecourtpress.com

| By Haylee
Winger

The Town
of Whitecourt
has recently iden-
tified that operations at
the Soaring Eagle Sup-
port Society property
no longer comply with
the zoning regulations
for its Highway Com-
mercial district.

Town officials ex-
plained that the original
use of the property dif-
fered from current op-
erations, which has led
to the non-compliance

issue. While the
coordination
and availability
of social services
is recognized as an
important community
resource, the location
and operational im-
pacts of such facilities
must align with local
zoning regulations.
Town staft have met
with  representatives
from the Society to
provide guidance on
options for addressing
the issue. According to
the Town, the Society

ALASKA HiGH WAy

Whitecourt addresses zoning
compliance concerns for
Soaring Eagle Support Society

OTEL

is actively preparing an
application to rezone
the property to reflect
its current use.

The Town of White-
court noted that land
use planning in Alberta
is regulated under the
Municipal Government
Act, which requires
rezoning applications
to follow a formal pro-
cess. Once a rezoning
application is submit-
ted, the Town will ad-
vertise it on its website
and in newspaper, fol-
lowed by a formal Public

Hearing to allow resi-
dents to share their feed-
back. Until an official
application is received,
Town Council cannot ac-
cept submissions or com-
ments on the potential re-
zoning, as doing so could
compromise the integrity
of the decision-making
process.

Residents will be
informed when an ap-
plication is submitted
and will be provided
with details on how to
participate in the public
consultation process.

Looking for a Trusted Environment

for your Online Campaign?

Choose

PRINT

and get into

the E-edition

In a recent study of trust in media,
60% of Canadians indicated that they
trusted ads that appeared in print
and the digital E-edition...more than

| 4‘ any other advertising platform.

. A

Where Trusted News
Builds Trusted Brands.

In Print and Online.

—Ke /%= GOL A NEWS LIPD

Call Valerie Winger at 780.706.1858
or email wctpress@gmail.com
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BECOME A MEMBER-AT-LARGE

WOODLANDS COUNTY

We're seeking dedicated Woodlands County
residents to serve as members-at-large on
the following committees and boards:

« Community Services Committee - 1
youth vacancy (Ages 16-25, 1-year
term)

+ Municipal Planning Commission - 1
vacancy

+ Subdivision and Development Appeal
Board - 1 vacancy

For more information, please contact
admin@woodlands.ab.ca

Become involved in the decisions that
affect you and your community!

To apply, scan the QR Code or go to:.
https://woodlands.civicweb.net/
Portal/BoardApplication/

BLUE RURAL ADDRESS SIGNS

WOODLANDS COUNTY

Did you know? All properties with a
residence in Woodlands County must
have a blue rural address sign, with one
sign required for each residence. These rural
addresses help emergency services quickly
locate property access points.

Woodlands County coordinates the assign-
ment, ordering, and installation of blue rural
address signs.

If your sign is faded, incorrect, or no longer
needed, please contact the County. Blue
rural address signs are also available (op-
tional) for recreational properties without a
residence.

For more information or to request a sign,
contact the Woodlands County office in
Whitecourt at 780-778-8400.

Learn more; https://woodlands.ab.ca
blue-rural-address-signs

Or scan the QR Code with your phone:

KAREN
DEANE ST. MARTIN
Councillor, Division 3 - Councillor, Division 4 -
Whitecourt Central

Whitecourt East

alan.d dlands.ab.ca karen dland:

ab.ca

For all open career opportunities,
NeWSprint please check out our website at
Company albertanewsprint.com - Careers.

UPCOMING FIRESMART INFO SESSIONS
WOODLAR ' )

FIRESMART COMMU

COUNTY

ITY INFO SE!

¥ li i TR A
FireSmart

Join Woodlands County on April 30 for our
FireSmart Community Drop-in Session,
where you can learn how to help protect
your home and community from wildfires.

Topics include:

+ Creating a FireSmart community
« Tips for homes and acreages

- Wildfire preparedness

DUST CONTROL

Starting March 16, Woodlands County is accepting application forms from residents who
want dust control applied to County roads adjacent to their property.

Rates for dust control are as follows:

+ $425 + GST for 100 metres « $750 + GST for 200 metres

«+ $750 + $4.25 per additional metre over 200m + GST
Application forms and more information about dust control are available at
woodlands.ab.ca/p/dust-control.

Deadline for submitting your application form is Friday, May 1, 2026.

#woodlandscounty #dustcontrol #roadsmanagement

ROAD BANS IN EFFECT

WODDLANDS COUNTY

Follow us on Facebook to stay updated!
For more info and to read the full Road Ban
Order, visit: https://woodlands.ab.ca/p/
road-bans, or scan the gr code:

Spring is here, and so are road bans! Weight
restrictions in place in Woodlands County
include:

+ Gravel Roads: 75% legal axle weight
+ Cold Mix Roads: 50% legal axle weight
« Pavement Roads: No restrictions

Road bans are temporary weight limits
implemented during spring thaw to protect
roads when they are soft and more vulner-
able to damage. Conditions are monitored
closely, and restrictions will be adjusted or
lifted as needed.

COUNTY
v iy 3

P At

DAVE PATRICIA
KUSCH MACNEIL
Reeve, Division 1- Anselmo Councillor, Division 2 -
dave.kusch@woodlands.ab.ca Whitecourt West
780-778-9337 patricia I dlands.ab.ca
780-268-3000

780-778-0894 780-778-0822

PAGE

"WOODLANDS |

www.woodlands.ab.ca
780-778-8400
PETER BENNY 1-888-870-6315
WRIGHT KUELKEN WHITTEN admin@woodlands.ab.ca
Councillor, Division 5 - Councillor, Division 6 - Goose Lake / Councillor, Division 7 - 1 Woodlands Lane,
Blue Ridge Freeman River Fort Assiniboine / Timeu Whitecourt,
jenna.wri dlands.ab.ca peter dlands.ab.ca benny.whitten@woodlands.ab.ca
780-779-6765 780-284-2425 780-305-4655 AB T7S 1N3

Visit www.whitennurtiii‘iss.t:nm
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SUDOKU

Fun By The
Numbers

217 9|3

Like puzzles?
Then you'll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
4|2 you hooked from
8 the moment you
square off, so
1 sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
8 3 savvy to the test!

7 3

Level: Intermediate

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 99 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Crossword Clues

CLUES ACROSS
1. Health care pros
4. A person inhabiting Benin
7. One thousand cubic feet
(abbr.)
10. Split pulses
11. Frozen water

food stall

35. Move quickly on foot

36. Gathered

41. Away through

45. Another name for Thor
46. Sharp dueling sword

47. The supreme commander

12. Small constellation of a fleet
13. Perennial mountain rice 50. Seasoned sausages
15. Pick up 54. Path

55. Christian hermit
56. Ancient region of Asia

16. Japanese historical period
19. Suggesting the horror of

death and decay Minor

21. Unattached 57. Where wrestlers go to
23. Fishing port in SE France work

24. Products for dogs 59. Roman statesman
25. One point south of 60. Explosive

southeast
26. Having the skill or

61. Licensed for Wall Street
62. Where golfers start

resources to do something 63. Grow old
27. Involve oneself deeply 64. Autonomic nervous
30. Immobile system

34. __ pai dong: Hong Kong 65. No seats available

CLUES DOWN

1. Alegally binding command

2. General feeling of
discomfort

3. Dribble

4. Soft touch

5. South American plant

6. Clouds of gas and dust in
space

7. Warm-blooded vertebrates

8. Lines created by folding

9. Strong belief

13. Senior officer

14. Adult

17. Joint entrance
examination in India

18. Passports and drivers’
licenses are two

20. Those who go against an
accepted authority

22. One point east of
northeast

27. Journalist Tarbell

28. One’s mother (British)
29. Nowhere to be found
31. Away to save for old age

32. Fall behind

33. Midway between
northeast and east

37. The work of a sailor
38. Mark with striae

39. Energy, style and
enthusiasm

40. Sticky situation

41. Monetary units of Spain
42. Three-banded armadillo
43. Chooses

44. More disreputable

47. Defensive nuclear
weapon

48. “The Partridge Family”
actress Susan

49. Livestock owners assn.
in Spain

51. Duplicating machine
(abbr.)

52. OJ trial judge

58. Politician

58. Airborne (abbr.)

ROAD TRIPPING WORD CS%ARCH

0 EY DB CTINETCSTULDZADUIDUZPIKYVY
I VI HAATLASUZPDRSUPDSUPWVD
R Z NHHTIUDA AASUPUHALTMHTETLPH
B S A ETA AT SR RETNTIZ CTZDA ATEA
R S VS VHV CCYTTIUWLUOTESTIYGA
P WIGHYBHUBUOMHSUORIETISTLA AR
S K 66 S WRTIWPTIMWOZ BURMWADTITEFP
C T AMIKA ALUGTIGLIULRILMHBHUASILIZ
BNTMORULRIKILMHMHETLRUIOTTIS
Y Z I NREBHUODZWNI RIKIERTEMNWU
K G 0O B HNOTSMWEBU OA AU OPNUDUHT DL
P R NIDTIABYS ZLOYGDTNTGE®D
N I EHATA RTARTIIKILUDOYMMHTNAT
T ¢ T U 2 IDVREWRT CCWMOTETLW
ACASAVY S O0OVETUVASTNIESSE?EO
N DB RTIBMHUVRUETLNZTOTDA AMDPD
WAGZAOUPUONURILNMDSUDYUKTI
L EOYVVPVPS CLSOGTIKUVOY
R UOTEUDA ATINGEZDWUDIULNUPWUS
T KD KROTNUAZTH HNTIU OARUPY
Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.
WORDS CARAVAN HORIZON MOTEL PITSTOP SNACKS
ASPHALT COOLER INTERSTATE NAVIGATION PLAYLIST %m% orH
ATLAS DETOUR ITINERARY ODOMETER ROADSIDE VASTNESS
BILLBOARDS HIGHWAY MILEAGE OVERLOOK SCENIC WANDERLUST

]
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(March 21 - April 20) g
Aries, you are catching a second wind this
week that could rival a hurricane. No one can
slow you down right now. Channel this energy
into a passion project.

d21- )
(April 21 - May 21) %l

Taurus, your eye for recognizing the beauty

in things or items that are fashionable is un-
matched. This week is the perfect time to curate
your space or your wardrobe.

GEMINL o) QA9

Gemini, the connections in your brain are fir-
ing at a rapid pace this week. It is only a matter
of time before you solve a problem that has
been plaguing you and everyone for weeks.

N, '// \\‘ /
(June22-July22) @@ &

You are feeling more secure in your skin this
week, Cancer. People are flocking to you for
comfort and advice because you give off a warm
energy.

)
(July 23 - August 23) 'g l
. ."

Leo, accept recognition for your hard work
when it comes your way in the coming days.
Don’t be humble; take the bow that you have
earned over these last few months.

(August 24 - September 22) AA ‘ l
//;E\@\\

Everything is falling into place for you now,
Virgo. Your routine feels like something you
can do with your eyes closed. Find the perfect
shortcut this week.

(September 23 - October 23) % ,

A friend of a friend is about to become a very
important person in your life, Libra. It’s im-
portant to keep your heart open to all possibili-
ties. An unexpected invitation pops up.

v Ul

(October 24 - November 22)

Scorpio, you don’t have to try to impress.
People are mesmerized by you. You can
use this charm to negotiate for something
you want this week.

(SAGITTARIUS oo (9

Your thirst for knowledge leads you to a new
obsession, Sagittarius. Diving into a new
hobby, career path or volunteer experience
could be the way to go.

CAPRICORN __ox2-m0 (89|

Capricorn, you are making the impossible
look easy right now. Take a moment to see
how far you have come and review your
accomplishments.

(January 21 - February 18) ﬁ l
)

Your innovative ideas are officially trending
around the office or workplace, Aquarius.
Don’t be afraid to lead the pack, as everyone
is just trying to keep up.

(February 19 - March 20) ‘-.@‘;l

Pisces, you are walking on sunshine this
week. Your creative output is at an all-time
high. Paint, write, sing, or engage in any-
thing else you enjoy.
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Beyond energy: The Iran war
will impact a multitude of costs

By Mark Parsons,
ATB ECONOMICS

Sticker shock. That’s
how many people are
describing their expe-
rience at the gas pumps
following the war in
Iran.

According to Gas
Buddy.com, regular
gasoline prices aver-
aged over 167 cents
per litre in Alberta yes-
terday—up from pre-
war levels of about 125
cents. There’s nowhere
to hide in Canada, with
gas prices up every-
where (at the national
level, gas prices were
averaging around 183
cents per litre yester-
day).

Oil price forecasts
are in flux given the
ever-changing  situa-
tion in the Middle East.
Yesterday, the U.S. En-
ergy Information Ad-
ministration updated
its monthly forecast,
now expecting WTI to
average US$87.41/bbl
in 2026 and US$72.43/

bbl in 2027. But that
was before news of the
two-week  ceasefire,
which lowered pric-
es from over US$110/
bbl to the mid-90s
this morning. Even if
the Strait of Hormuz
opens permanently, it
will take time for oil
prices to move lower
and we should expect a
larger geopolitical risk
premium to be embed-
ded in prices.

Higher fuel pric-
es are the most visi-
ble economic impact
of the war so far. But
the impacts are much
broader than that.
Food, for example,
is effectively energy
transformed—and not
just via photosynthe-
sis. Modern nitrogen
fertilizers, which are
by-products of natural
gas, have shot up in
price. Diesel, one of
the largest input vari-
ables for food produc-
tion and transportation,
has jumped by an even

heftier amount than its
gasoline counterpart.

Sorting out the im-
plications of this for
household budgets is
an empirical exercise.
University of Cal-
gary economist Trevor
Tombe crunched the
numbers using detailed
input-output accounts
from Statistics Canada
that trace the flow of
goods and services in
the economy.

Tombe finds that a
50% increase in oil
and fertilizer prices
raises the typical ener-
gy bill for Canadians
by more than $500 (if
sustained for a year).
The indirect effects are
significant, with food,
dining and alcohol
costs up $175. Even
clothing and person-
al care products go up
$26. Tombe reckons
these increases add 1.2
points to the Canadian
inflation rate.

If anything, Tombe’s
inflation math may un-

derstate things. One
of the indirect casu-
alties of higher ener-
gy-price-induced in-
flation is borrowing
costs. Even though we
see the Bank of Can-
ada on hold this year,
longer-term rates have
already shifted higher.
Five-year bond yields,
the benchmark for the
five-year mortgage
rate, have risen by over
40 basis points (or 0.4
percentage points to
3.1%) since the start
of the war. This should
add some modest up-
ward pressure to mort-
gage interest costs—a
component of the CPI
that has been trending
lower.

That said, Tombe’s
numbers roughly check
out with our mac-
ro math. Our March
forecast assumed oil
prices stayed elevated
for three months be-
fore easing. We land-
ed on a US$75/bbl
average WTI price for

2026 (similar to the
U.S. Energy Informa-
tion Administration’s
March forecast),
which added about 0.5
points to our previous
CPI forecast. But if the
conflict drags on, the
average annual WTI
price could come in
higher. To give a sense
of how sensitive our
inflation forecast is to
the WTI price, the fol-
lowing figure provides
some rough estimates.
Of course, the eco-
nomic implications
are different in Alberta
than elsewhere in the
country. The province
is by far the largest
oil producer in Cana-
da, and a massive net
exporter. That means
higher oil prices trans-
late into gains in the
value of Alberta’s out-
put, or nominal GDP,
mainly in the form of
corporate income and
government  revenue
(royalties and taxes).
Nominal GDP is

forecast to rise by
6.0% (up from 0.7%
in our December fore-
cast) under the US$75/
bbl scenario for WTI,
but the gain could be
12.4% if WTI aver-
aged US$95/bbl.

How this impacts
real GDP (the volume
of economic activity)
and jobs is a tricki-
er problem to solve.
Much of it depends
on how much of the
additional oil revenue
would be translated
into new spending in
the economy. We see
oil producers remain-
ing cautious regarding
their capital spend-
ing due to uncertain-
ty over the duration
of the price spike and
pipeline  constraints.
As a result, we are not
forecasting an energy
or employment boom,
but we still expect real
GDP growth to rise to
2.7% in 2026, up from
our December forecast
of 2.1%.

Estimated annual Canadian household cost of

a 50% oil and fertilizer price shock
Annual added costs per houscheld, grouped by broad spending category,
total = 5996 per household

Food, dining & alkcohol _51?5
Transpan services & upkeep - o
o
Houtehold go0ds & garden .ilv'-
Housing .5]1
Reereation & pets .$?I
Clothing & personal care Im

Sourco: Trevor Tombo, “What nising prices mean for your bani account,” Macdonald-Lauror Instituto

LI

L%
1A%
L%
2%
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Source: Bank of Canada/Haver Analytics and ATB Econamics

Select interest rates in Canada
— Benchmark 5-year bond yleld — Bank of Canada policy rate

v
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US560/bbl
Sowrce ATR Economibcs

Estimated CPl inflation in 2026 by WTI oil
price scenario annual average

2.6%
2.5%
i I

US575/bbl

Us$85/bbl

US595/bbl

0.4%
==

Us$60/bbl

Source ATB Economics

USs$75/bbl

Estimated Alberta nominal GDP growth in
2026 by WTI oil priCE scenario Annual % change

Us585/bbl

12.4%

US$95/bbl
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Pat Hardy School welcomed NGPS trustees on April 8,
with choir students closing the visit with a special song
performance. The visit provided an opportunity to highlight
student talent and thank trustees for their ongoing support of
the school community.

WOODLAN T

BLUE RIDGE AREA STRUCTURE PLAN
OPEN HOUSE & SURVEY

Share your thoughts on the future of Blue Ridge! We are conducting an open house
and a survey, and you're welcome to participate in both.

Waoodlands County is developing an Area Structure Plan (ASP) for the Hamlet of Blue Ridge
and is inviting residents to provide input on this long-range community planning document.

The purpose of community engagement is to understand how residents want the Hamlet of
Blue Ridge to look like over time. We want to learn what residents value about the
community today and what they would like to see in the future,

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT OPEN HOUSE APRIL 21
Come learn about the project, ask questions, and share your input!
What you can expect at the opan house:

1. Acome-and-go event where you can meet directly with the project team.

2. An overview of what an Area Structure Plan is and how the County is seeking
community input throughout the development of the Blue Ridge ASP.

3. An opportunity to share your ideas through the Blue Ridge ASP Engagement Survey.

4. Achance to ask questions and provide feedback.

® Location: Blue Ridge Community Hall & Community League,
304 2 Ave, Blue Ridge, AB TOE 0BO

T Date: Tuesday April 21, 2026

@ Time: 4:00pm to 7:30pm

This will be a come-and-go session, and all Blua Ridge residents are encouraged to attend.
If you are unable to attend, praject information will be available on the project webpage.
There will also be future open houses for residents to attend as we progress the project.

ENGAGEMENT SURVEY

Access the short four-question Blue Ridge ASP Engagement Survey:
1. Visit the Blue Ridge ASP Project webpage:
https:ffwoodlands.ab.ca’p/blue-ridge-area-structure-plan

2. Use the link or QR code to go directly to the survey:
https.fwww. surveymonkey.com/ /X2 90WVa

The Survey will close on May 4, 2026, at 12:00 pm.

For mare information, visit tha Blue Ridge ASP Project webpage:

hitps:/fwoodlands. ab.caprblua-ridge-area-structure-plan

You may also contact the Planning Department at any time if you have questions or
feedback for the project team. Please email planning@woodlands.ab.ca or call 780-778-
8400,

CWOODLANDS

DEVELOPMENT
PERMITS

DID YOU KNOW? HOME-BASED BUSINESSES REQUIRE A
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT.

Whether you're starting a home-based business, building a garage or accessory
building, or expanding your home, a development permit is the first step:

+/ Ensure your business and /or project meets local bylaws
+/ Avoid costly delays or penalties
+/ Support smart, sustainable community growth

Woodlands County Planning Department is here to guide you through the
process every step of the way:

? Learn what permits you need
./ Get step-by-step application support
©, Stay informed on zoning rules and timelines

780-T78-8400

WOODLANDS COUNTY

BECOME A

VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER

Now's your chance! Woodlands County Fire Department is
looking for new members at the following stations:

BELUE RIDGE Station 3
Fire Chief Richie Wilson: 780-779-6415

ANSELMO Station 4
Fire Chief Otto Stensrud: 780-779-6421

GOOSE LAKE Station 5
Fire Chief Darrell Orton: 780-305-8783

For more information:
Contact the Fire Chief at the station nearest you.
Scan the QR Code, or go to:

Flease note: Fort Assiniboine Station 2 is currently not accepting new members,
but they are happy to accept applications for future consideration. For more info,
contact Fire Chief Devin Williams: 780-305-4183.

LEARN NEW SKILLS. MAKE NEW FRIENDS. PROTECT YDUR NEIGHBOURS.

Looking for Live-in Resident Manager for
an apartment building in Whitecourt

Duties to include: rent collection, bank deposits, show

suites, leasing, notices, tenant concerns, dealing with

contractors, common area cleaning. May include lawn
care and snow removal. Training provided.

Please send resume to resumes@ayreoxford.com
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Just Peachy

ARTS AND CRAFTS

Locally owned and operated indoor
artisan market. At Just Peachy, you
will find over 100 artisans selling their
creations. Everything from pottery
and paintings to soaps and sun-

catchers.@ @ @780-778-1051
5014 50 St, Whitecourt

Contact us about our workshops
justpeachyarts@outlook.com
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Percy Baxter students raise
funds through bottle drive

| By Haylee Winger

Students from
Percy Baxter
Middle School
took to the streets
on April 8 for a
community bottle drive
in support of student
travel opportunities.

Between 4 and 8§
p-m., students went
door to door collecting
refundable containers,
resulting in a substan-
tial haul thanks to their
hard work and strong
community  support.
The total amount raised
was not immediately
available.

Funds from the ini-
tiative will go toward
the Coast-to-Coast
Connection Program,
a travel fund designed
to provide meaningful
. learning  experiences

. B g and life-changing op-

Percy Baxters COast to‘Coast COn onjp 5| portunities for students.
S S e e — The program helps oft-
set travel costs and sup-

ports participation in

educational activities
beyond the classroom.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

areas etc.

Dates and Locations

Treatment Plans.

Regional Companies to Share Forestry Plans at Open Houses

WHITECOURT, ALBERTA, May 2026—This spring, forest companies ANC Timber (Alberta Newsprint
Company), West Fraser Timber Co. Ltd. (Blue Ridge Lumber), Weyerhaeuser Co. Ltd., and CANFOR
(Canadian Forest Products Ltd.) will be holding “joint open houses”, to share forestry operating plans for
the year ahead. These events provide the general public and stakeholders with the opportunity to
review each company’s planned activities in road development, harvesting, hauling, reforestation and
herbicide treatment for the current forestry year. Public stakeholder input is gathered and utilized to
influence operations where site specific concerns are identified such as trails, camping areas, recreation

May 4 - Fox Creek Multi-Plex — Flex Room. 4pm-8pm BRL, ANC, CANFOR

May 5 - Whitecourt Allan and Jean Millar Centre 4pm-8pm BRL, ANC, CANFOR

We would also like to invite you to visit the websites below or contact your company representative to
view each companies upcoming forest activities. We will have a variety of plans available for review
including: Annual Operating Plans for 2026-2027 season; Company Reforestation Plans; and Herbicide

Alberta Newsprint Company (ANC) - https://www.albertanewsprint.com/woodlands/

Companies Attending

May 6 - Edson Galloway Station Museum — 4pm-8pm BRL, ANC, WEYERHAEUSER www

May 7 — Swan Hills Community Club 4pm-8pm BRL, CANFOR WHIIEB[I"HTPHESS |

LOM

West Fraser Timber Ltd — BRL—Ryan Lanning (Planning Superintendent) — ryan.lanning@westfraser.com
Canadian Forest Products Ltd. (CANFOR) - www.canforforestmanagement.ca

Weyerhaeuser Co. Ltd. — Pembina- http://PembinaTimberlands.ca
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I your life is in danger or you know someone’s life is in danger DIAL EMERGENCY NOW 911!

If you are experiencing suicidal thoughts,
you need to know that you're not alone. You
can also call if you are not in crisis, seeking
additional information. The new Canada
Suicide Prevention Service (CSPS), by Crisis
Services Canada, enables callers anywhere in

Bede
John
McMullan

Every 40 seconds somewhere around the world
someone dies by suicide, that’s 99 people every 66
minutes. Every day, that’s almost 100 people in the

United States alone, and over 2160 worldwide. Putting
a Face on Suicide (PAFO0S) is a suicide awareness proj-
ect that creates posters and videos to pay tribute to
those we have lost to suicide with dignity and respect.
PAF0S humanizes the daunting statistics; lovingly
replacing numbers with faces.

(anada to access crisis support by phone, in
French or English: toll-free

Available 24/7

Crisis Text Line (Powered by Kids Help
Phone) (anada Wide free, 24/7 texting service
is accessible immediately to youth anywhere

in Canada by texting TALK to

an English speaking Crisis Responder and
to reach a French-speaking
(risis Responder on any text/
SMS enabled cell phone.
KidsHelpPhone Ages 20 Years and Under

TEXTO to

toreach in Canada

SPONSORED BY

(Online or on

the Phone). First Nations and Inuit Hope for
Wellness 24/7 Help Line
(anadian Indian Residential Schools Crisis
Line
Trans LifeLine — All Ages

Tri-Logging Ltd.

Tri-Logging
IS against
hullying

Whitecourt, AB T75 0C3 -

Robert Brown
Owner
3507 37th Avenue

Phone 780-778-06599
Fax 780-778-8431

FLINT

A Division of ClearStream

* I[nsulation

* Electrical & Instrumentation
* Fabrication & Modularization
* Maintenance & Turnarounds

+ Facility Construction

— 780-778-5000 - Pipeline Integrity Digs

« 24/7 Callout Services

Letter to the Editor policy

The Press welcomes readers to write letters to
the Editor. A maximum of 300 words is
preferred but not necessary. Letters must carry
a first name or two initials with surname and
include an address and daytime telephone
number. Al letters are subject to editing.
Please email letters to wetpress@gmail.com.

/

Alberta
. Weekly Newspapers
AssoCiation

[ ress

A locally owned and family operated
newspaper serving Whitecourt

m

Contact

Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858
Email: wectpress@telus.net

Alberta
. Weekly Newspapers
Association

The Press is printed on high quality newsprint using
vegetable based ink. We encourage you to share, save,
reuse, rehash & recycle.

Woodlands County
Council Recap

| Woodlands County
Media Release

Alyssa Calliou, Man-
ager of the Whitecourt
& District Chamber of
Commerce, presented
the annual Chamber
of Commerce update
to Council. The pre-
sentation focused on
the strong and valued
partnership  between
the  Chamber and
Woodlands County,
emphasizing collabo-
rative efforts that sup-
port economic growth,
tourism development,
and community vitali-
ty. Council received the
presentation for infor-
mation.

Council deferred the
adoption of Policy HR-
7.004 — New Employ-
ee Orientation to the
May 13 Governance &
Priorities ~Committee
Meeting, directing Ad-
ministration to return
with a revised policy
that establishes gov-
ernance  expectations
and delegates detailed
onboarding  require-
ments to administrative
procedures, aligned

with current practices
and applicable legisla-
tion. Amendments also
include changing the
document owner from
Human Resources to
Council and adding the
department to the poli-
cy header.

Council deferred
Policy HR-7.003 -
Payment of Wages and
Salaries to the May 13
Governance & Priori-
ties Committee Meet-
ing, directing Admin-
istration to revise the
policy to focus on gov-
ernance expectations,
move detailed payroll
processes to admin-
istrative  procedures,
align with current sys-
tems, practices, and
legislation, update the
document owner to
Council, and add the
department to the poli-

cy header.
Council rescind-
ed Policy 1962-09

— Court Leaves and
adopted Policy HR-
7.017 — Court Leaves,
with amendments that
changed the document
owner from Human Re-

sources to Council and
added the department
to the policy header.

Council rescind-
ed Policy 1964-01 —
Health & Safety and
adopted Policy HS-
3.001 — Health & Safe-
ty, with several amend-
ments. These include
adding definitions for
permanent employees
and  part-time/casual
employees, removing
coverage for contrac-
tors, increasing the
safety footwear reim-
bursement from $90 to

$125 annually and
from $180 to $250 bi-
annually, updating the
document owner to
Council, and adding the

department to the
policy header.

Council authorized
Administration to final-
ize and execute a Trail
Manager  Agreement
with the Province of Al-
berta for the Centre of
Alberta Natural Area,
to the satisfaction of
the Chief Administra-
tive Officer and within
the approved budget.
This agreement will

strengthen Woodlands
County’s ability to
plan, build, and main-
tain trails by enhancing
credibility, improving
access to grant fund-
ing, and demonstrating
alignment with provin-
cial standards. It also
supports  positioning
the County as a region-
al tourism destination.
Upcoming

scheduled meetings:

* Governance & Pri-
orities Committee
Meeting — Wednes-
day, April 15 @
5:00 p.m.

* Regular Council
Meeting — Thursday,
April 23 @ 9:30 a.m.

* Regular Council
Meeting — Thurs-
day, May 7 @ 5:00
p-m.

Meetings are held
in-person at the Wood-
lands County Munic-
ipal Office in White-
court and live-streamed
on the Woodlands
County YouTube chan-
nel. Agenda packages
are available on the
Woodlands County
CivicWeb Portal.
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Blanket Classified Ads

Alberta and NWT for 5269 (up to 25 words) $8.00 each additional word, These ads are placed in over 100
community newspapers throughout Alberta. We can also place ads In other provinces throughout Canada.
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Pl .
0dds of a child becoming
a top fashion designer: 1in 7,000

0dds 6f a child being diagnose
with autism:1in110

To learn more of the signs of autism, visit autisms peaks.org

x

AUTISM SPEAKS™
Its time to listen

Buildings For Sale
INTEGRITY POST
FRAME BUILDINGS
since 2008 BUILT WITH
CONCRETE POSTS.
Barns, Shops, Riding
Arenas, Machine Sheds
and more, sales@integri-
tybuilt.com 1-866-974-
7678 www.integritybuilt.
com.

Employment

Opportunities
ARE YOU PASSIONATE
ABOUT AGRICULTURE?
Do you enjoy working
directly with farmers?
Egg Farmers of Alberta is
seeking a full-time South-
ern Alberta Field Services
Coordinator. For more
information and to apply,
please visit eggs.ab.ca/
about-us/careers/

THE LAKESIDE LEADER
is hiring a full-time
reporter/photographer
position in Slave Lake.
Salary negotiable. Email
resume, cover letter and
samples of writing and
photography to spnpro-
duction@hotmail.com.

Farm Machinery
PROMOTE YOUR MES-
SAGE THROUGHOUT

Alberta. The Blanket
Classifieds or Value Ads
connect with more than
400,000 readers in the
province each week.
Choose from three pack-
ages beginning at $269,
$299 or $599 to share
your message in over

70 Weekly Community
Newspapers. Contact
THIS NEWSPAPER today
or email classifieds@
awna.com for more infor-
mation. Call 1-800-282-
6903 or 780-434-8746
or visit www.awna.com.

Feed and Seed

BARLEY - *NEW-AB
Standswell* Smooth
AWN, High Yielding,
Grain and Forage Great
Lodging Resistance.
1st NITROGEN USE
EFFICIENT CEREAL

IN CANADA.OTHER
BARLEY: Cerveza, CDC
Austenson, CDC Duran-
go, CDC Maverick, Esma,
Sundre. WHEAT - Pintail,
Forage or Grain. OATS -
AC Juniper, AC Morgan,
AC Mustang, Derby,
CDC S01 Super Oat.
PEAS - Very Early Yellow
Peas, Forage Peas.
ALSO AVAILABLE: Polish
Canola & Spring Triticale.
Special pricing on truck-
loads. www.mastinseeds.
com; 403-556-2609.

FORAGE SEED FOR
SALE: Organic & conven-
tional: Sweet Clover, Al-
falfa, Red Clover, Smooth
Brome, Meadow Brome,
Crested Wheatgrass,
Timothy, etc. Free Deliv-
ery! Birch Rose Acres Ltd.
306-921-9942.

For Sale

BLANKET THE PROV-
INCE with a classified ad.
Only $269/wk (based on
25 words or less). Reach
75 weekly newspapers.
Call NOW for details.
1-800-282-6903; www.
awna.com; email classi-
fieds@awna.com.

WHITE SPRUCE TREES:
5’ average $50. Installa-
tion ONLY $19. Includes:
hole augered, Wurzel
Dip enzyme injection,
bark mulch application,
staking. Minimum order

25. One-time fuel charge:

$150 - $300. Crystal
Springs. 403-820-0961.
Quality guaranteed. al-
bertasprucetrees.com.

Health
HIP/KNEE

REPLACEMENT. Other
medical conditions caus-
ing TROUBLE WALKING
or DRESSING? The Dis-
ability Tax Credit allows
for $3,000 yearly tax
credit and $30,000 lump
sum refund. Take advan-
tage of this offer. Apply
NOW; quickest refund
Nationwide: Expert help.
1-844-453-5372.

Travel

OSOYOOS LAKESHORE
VILLA: Executive villa

in Osoyoos, BC, breath-
taking lake views, just 3
minutes from town. Vaca-
tion in Canada's warmest
destination. Or warmer
weather, two luxurious
5-star resort units in
Phoenix, Arizona. Doug
306-716-2671 or visit
osoyooslakevilla.com.
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Canfor Culture and Events Centre
remains on track for Fall 2026 opening

| By Haylee
Winger

Construction
of the Can-
for Culture and
Events Centre con-
tinues to progress, with
the facility on schedule
to open in fall 2026.

Recent updates indi-
cate significant prog-
ress inside the build-
ing, where flooring and
interior glass installa-
tions are underway. In-
terior masonry work is
also in progress, while
crews continue to com-
plete the remaining ex-
terior siding.

Local arts and com-
munity groups have
already had an oppor-
tunity to tour the devel-
oping facility. Repre-
sentatives from Illusion
Dance, Pumpjack Play-
ers, the Whitecourt and
Woodlands Performing
Arts Society, and the
Whitecourt and District
Public Library recent-
ly visited the site and
expressed enthusiasm
about future program-
ming planned for the
centre. Once complete,
the Canfor Culture and
Events Centre is ex-
pected to serve as a hub
for arts, culture, and
community events in
Whitecourt.

Town[ofiWhitecourt
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Prowdmg Traffic
Control/2nd Piloting

toll froe g B66. 235.9006

Whitecn“rt “eterinarv ‘q“ LEanne GUU td ;w.w__'|'_n|[5|..1|.:|rd::|1m|r| oMM

Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave @9} * Mortgage Associate
e’ =
= 03 505 9908 x
oa e o

[ leanme gould i mongag egroup. oom

+ Traffic Control
Personnel

+ Provide service for
780-865-5815 emergency lane or road
dosures

+ Construction
zone setups

e = Albe RoadxMomtormg
“LOCAL NEWS/PRINT "'“"“‘"y Newsrgh &iRadar Services

where pets ara family_.

-

‘ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT
“"bu;, _ Qmpany Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties
(=
780-424-9944 L=
Foreclosure Fear? Bank Loan Recalled?
Wage Garnishment? Mortgage/Rent Arrears?
. h il : Call Us. Talk to Us. We can he.lp you NOW. Chedk us out
Career ads. online at: oot ooy st WWW.DEBTFREEICS) -
[— www.whitecourtpress.com —1 st i Bonkeutey whitecourtpress.com

Garden Sheds ¢ Gustom or Pre-built < Delivery Available
180-778-4404

Help is close to home’

RESCHKE FRITZ LLP ——— <= Albert
"ﬁ‘a‘” wtwgﬂ WAL liR WNTANTS ‘I.OGAI.'-NEWS PBINTED . — N&espa}\m

“ON'LOCAL NEWSPRINT
i ‘*b,. - any
Get the Whitecourt| | \jARK R. RESCHKE, CPA, CA | ~ —== L) s -
s PARTNER
iTunes AppStore
and Google Tox lanaitd WHITECOURT LEGION PRESENTS

Corporate & Personal Tax Preparation
Full Accounting Services e erans
Box 569, #101, 5011 - 51 Ave
Whitecourt, AB T7S 1N6 upp er 2 o 2
780-778-3981 mreschke@rfllp.ca
Saturday May 23, 2026

‘ METRIX GROUP .» Dinner and evening with Nic Melynchuk

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL . . ;
ACCOUNTANTS Tickets available at the Legion: 2:30 pm.

4927-51 AVENUE, PO BOX 328, WHITECOURT, AB T7S IN5 to Closing Thurs. Fri.& Sat.

61 KAYBOB DRIVE, PO BOX 83, FOX CREEK, AB TOH 1P0 . .
RSVP by 15 May- Elaine McDermid
elaine.mcdermid@gmail.com

£ Availzble on the

[ ¢ App atorr’-

Accounting * Tax * Estates & Trusts * Bookkeeping
Controllership « Audit & Review Engagements

or 780-778-2711
Michael Epp Terry St. Laurent Braedon Nawrot Kris George
CPA, CA,CMA CPA CGA,CA CPA BMgt - .
Partner Partner Manager Manager Veterans - RCMP & M||.|tary with
Wememt  Jesfaes spouses/caregivers -FREE
RS LMybuitins  WhibscomrtATaE Cruak Serving members of RCMP & Military
T: 780-489-9606 T: 780-875-7433 T: 780-778-3091 or FiI’St Responders - $35_00
Fort Saskatchewan Evanszbur 0
o I sty Any members of the public - $40.°°
ToLL FREE: 1-877-489-9606 METRIXGROUP.CA L o @
eg’n‘1 19262026

Visit www.whitecourtpress.com




