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| By Serena Lapointe
The western entrance 

into Whitecourt, com-
ing from Fox Creek, 
will be getting green 
thumb treatment this 
year following Town 
Council’s March 23 
approval of phase one 
of the Highway 43 Vi-
talization Plan, which, 

thanks to significant 
outside funding, will 
see various plant life 
added to some of the 
boulevards, improv-
ing the community’s 
appearance to visitors 
and making the area 
more welcoming.

The work dates 
back to the Vitaliza-

tion Plan that was ad-
opted in 2013, with a 
beautification design 
for Highway 43 final-
ized three years later, 
in 2016. The Ad-Hoc 
Vitalization Commit-
tee worked with Stan-
tec Consulting for two 

continued on page 3

Beautification efforts 
for Highway 43 west 

are coming soon

Bring on the trees. A large portion of the boulevards on 
Whitecourt’s west entrance will be prettied up this spring, 
thanks to the Town’s Vitalization Plan and a serious influx of 
grant dollars.
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Fox Creek  •  Swan Hills  •  Valleyview

Find out more on page 12 

YOUR COMMUNITY DESERVES MORE
Three towns. One newspaper. 

A community voice that refuses to go silent.

The Trac U11AA team fought through five intense matches 
to claim the provincial championship. They concluded the 
tournament with a decisive 11-3 win in the final, showcasing 
outstanding teamwork, determination, and skill throughout 
the season.

TRAC U11AA Wolverines 
capture provincial title with 
dominant 11–3 final victory 

TRAC U11aa Wolverines photoTRAC U11aa Wolverines photo
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Dollar Values as of April 8, 2026

One Canadian Dollar = 0.71 US Dollar
at an exchange rate of 0.7175 (using nominal rate).

Money Matters

Community members and the Rotary Club of Whitecourt marked the sod turning for 
the new multi-use courts at Festival Park last summer, with the courts expected to 
open this fall.

| By Haylee 
Winger

The commu-
nity will soon 
get use of new 
multi-use courts 
at Festival Park, 
scheduled to open this 
fall.

The courts are de-
signed to provide a 
safe, accessible space 
for a variety of activi-
ties, including pickle-
ball, basketball, bad-

minton, tennis 
and ball hock-
ey. The project 
aims to support 
active lifestyles 

and meet the 
growing demand 

for versatile outdoor 
recreation facilities in 
the area.

The total cost of the 
project is $790,732, 
funded through a com-
bination of provincial, 
municipal and com-

munity contributions. 
Half of the funding is 
provided by the Active 
Community Initiatives 
Fund, with an addition-
al 33 per cent coming 
from the Whitecourt 
Municipal Sustainabil-
ity Initiative Grant. 
Woodlands County 
has contributed 10 per 
cent, while the Rotary 
Club of Whitecourt has 
provided the remaining 
seven per cent.

The new courts 
will complement the 
wide range of ameni-
ties already available 
at the park, including 
the Whitecourt Riv-
er Slides, Whitecourt 
Splash Park, Festival 
Park Playground, out-
door cooking areas, 
concession services, 
fishing access, the Jum-
bo Jumper and des-
ignated dog-friendly 
spaces.

The old court at Festival Park, previously used for various sports.

Town of Whitecourt photosTown of Whitecourt photos

Festival Park to welcome new 
multi-use courts this fall
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S C H O O L  N E W S
years to complete the 
plan, recommending 
that beautification work 
should start from the 
western entrance and 
move east.

Last year, the Town 
of Whitecourt succeed-
ed in its application for 
grant funding through 
the Green Municipal 
Fund’s Growing Cana-
da’s Canopies Initiative 
to start phase one of 
the project, which will 
focus on the boulevard 
between 53 Avenue and 
Riverboat Park Road. 
Over the years, smaller 
projects were complet-
ed under the plan as 
funding became avail-
able, including the in-
tersections of Highway 
43 and 51 Street and 
Highway 43 and Dahl 
Drive. The Town’s en-
trance signs and the 
streetlighting along the 
highway pathway were 
also part of the Vital-
ization Plan.

The Green Munici-
pal Fund is a Govern-
ment of Canada-funded 
program, delivered by 
the Federation of Ca-
nadian Municipalities 
(FCM). This year is the 
twenty-sixth year for 
the fund, which grants 
dollars towards projects 
that aim to reduce green-
house gas emissions, en-
hance energy efficiency 
and promote environ-
mental sustainability.

Since it began in 
2000, the Green Mu-
nicipal Fund has sup-
ported over 2,700 
sustainability projects 
and contributed 1.53 
billion dollars towards 
Canada’s GDP. In the 
2024/2025 fiscal year, 
the program approved 
its highest funding yet, 
a staggering 311 mil-
lion dollars, which was 
a 400 percent increase 
from 2018. They ended 
up doling out just shy 
of 150 million dollars.

The Growing Cana-
da’s Community Cano-
pies Initiative, through 
which Whitecourt has 
accessed funding, is 
one of several funding 
streams that fall within 
the Green Municipal 
Fund. It aims to in-
crease the green canopy 
(aka trees and shrubs) 
in a municipality. Not 
only does it put dollars 
towards purchasing 
and planting trees, but 
the initiative also helps 
promote sustainability 
by educating on what 
to plant and where. 
The point isn’t to sim-
ply plant trees; it’s to 
help the trees thrive 

once in the ground, and 
they want to help plant 
at least 1.2 million by 
2031.

Funding from the 
program is also sig-
nificant, with up to 50 
percent of eligible costs 
covered, to a maximum 
of ten million dollars. 
The Town of White-
court’s project received 
the green light for fifty 
percent funding. The 
planned budget for 
2026 totalled $302,243, 
with the Green Munici-
pal Fund’s Growing 
Canada’s Communi-
ty Canopies program 
kicking in $151,120. 
The remaining half was 
to be funded through 
the Vitalization Re-
serve, dollars previ-
ously set aside for the 
project.

During the March 23 
Town Council meet-
ing, elected officials 
were told that the Re-
quest for Proposals had 
come in higher than 
anticipated. Parts of the 
project were removed 
to lower the cost. Orig-
inally, Hedgehog En-
terprises had proposed 
$442,922.50, and West 
Peak Forestry/Trigg 
Seasonal Solutions had 
proposed $514,854.00, 
both plus GST.

Following the remov-
al of certain provisional 
items, including tim-
ber posts and boulders 
which were not funded 
under the grant any-
way, the price dropped 
to $370,417.50 from 
Hedgehog Enterprises 
and $513,854.00 for 
West Peak Forestry/
Trigg Seasonal Solu-
tions, both plus GST.

Administration rec-
ommended Council 
select Hedgehog Enter-
prises Ltd.

“We can say that 
Hedgehog Enterpris-
es Ltd is a well-es-
tablished company. 
They’ve been in White-
court, serving our area 
since 2004. We’ve 
done some major proj-
ects with them. Both of 
the (smaller) highway 
projects that we did 
were with Hedgehog, 
and they (trees/shrubs) 
are still thriving and 
growing well today,” 
explained Jennine 
Loberg, the Town’s Di-
rector of Planning and 
Development.

Even with the remov-
al of certain pieces, the 
project remained over 
budget by $68,174.50.

Administration rec-
ommended that the bal-
ance be covered by the 
Vitalization Reserve. 
Just over $200,000 

continued from page 1

Grade 2 students at Pat Hardy school recently explored rock cycles, UNESCO sites, 
erosion and gemstones during a hands-on geology lesson led by guest speaker Erin 
Rollheiser, a Pat Hardy parent and geologist, and enjoyed watching a geode safely 
cracked open before taking home a piece of their own.  

Pat Hardy School photosPat Hardy School photos

will remain in the re-
serve to help cover fu-
ture phases planned to 
take place every two 
years, as per the Vital-
ization Plan, depend-
ing on costs and time-
lines. Grants will be 
sought again as well. 
“Wherever there’s cost 
savings (this year), we 
will be sure to work 
with the contractor, and 
then that money would 
stay in the reserve if 
we don’t have to pull it 

out,” said Loberg.
Once the plants are in 

the ground, Hedgehog 
Enterprises Ltd will 
take care of the main-
tenance and warranty 
for two years, ensuring 
the plants are given a 
strong chance at surviv-
al. Loberg said by that 
point, the trees should 
be well established and 
ready for the town’s 
parks crew to take over 
regular maintenance.

Councillor Tara Bak-

er said she was happy 
to see beautification 
efforts in that area of 
the community, noting 
that residents had men-
tioned the need to her 
previously. “I appre-
ciate there being some 
care and attention to 
that side, considering 
how much traffic pass-
es through. This has 
been a long time in the 
making.”

Loberg said the time-
lines from the grant 

funding are a bit tight, 
mentioning that the 
funder hoped to see 
groundwork starting 
next month (April). 
“Might be some wish-
ful thinking, but we 
will see,” she chuckled, 
especially given the 
recent snowfall. Once 
completed, the boule-
vards between 53 Ave-
nue and Riverboat Park 
Road will feature 17 
raised planting beds, 93 
trees and 617 shrubs.

Board Members Bill and Clare brought the voice of Whitecourt’s business 
community to Edmonton at the Alberta Chambers of Commerce Political Action 
Day and Ministers Dinner on March 11.

Whitecourt & District Chamber Of Commerce photo Whitecourt & District Chamber Of Commerce photo 
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Share your thoughts on the future of Blue Ridge! We are conducting an open house 
and a survey, and you’re welcome to participate in both. 

Woodlands County is developing an Area Structure Plan (ASP) for the Hamlet of Blue Ridge 
and is inviting residents to provide input on this long-range community planning document. 

The purpose of community engagement is to understand how residents want the Hamlet of 
Blue Ridge to look like over time. We want to learn what residents value about the 
community today and what they would like to see in the future. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT OPEN HOUSE APRIL 21 

Come learn about the project, ask questions, and share your input! 

What you can expect at the open house: 

1. A come-and-go event where you can meet directly with the project team.  
2. An overview of what an Area Structure Plan is and how the County is seeking 

community input throughout the development of the Blue Ridge ASP.  
3. An opportunity to share your ideas through the Blue Ridge ASP Engagement Survey.  
4. A chance to ask questions and provide feedback.  

 
    Location: Blue Ridge Community Hall & Community League, 
304 2 Ave, Blue Ridge, AB T0E 0B0 
             Date: Tuesday April 21, 2026 
        Time: 4:00pm to 7:30pm 

This will be a come-and-go session, and all Blue Ridge residents are encouraged to attend. 
If you are unable to attend, project information will be available on the project webpage. 
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The purpose of community engagement is to understand how residents want the Hamlet of 
Blue Ridge to look like over time. We want to learn what residents value about the 
community today and what they would like to see in the future. 
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PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT OPEN HOUSE APRIL 21 

Come learn about the project, ask questions, and share your input! 

What you can expect at the open house: 

1. A come-and-go event where you can meet directly with the project team.  
2. An overview of what an Area Structure Plan is and how the County is seeking 

community input throughout the development of the Blue Ridge ASP.  
3. An opportunity to share your ideas through the Blue Ridge ASP Engagement Survey.  
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    Location: Blue Ridge Community Hall & Community League, 
304 2 Ave, Blue Ridge, AB T0E 0B0 
             Date: Tuesday April 21, 2026 
        Time: 4:00pm to 7:30pm 

This will be a come-and-go session, and all Blue Ridge residents are encouraged to attend. 
If you are unable to attend, project information will be available on the project webpage. 

There will also be future open houses for residents to attend as we progress the project.   
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENGAGEMENT SURVEY 
 
Access the short four-question Blue Ridge ASP Engagement Survey: 
 
1. Visit the Blue Ridge ASP Project webpage: 
https://woodlands.ab.ca/p/blue-ridge-area-structure-plan 

2. Use the link or QR code to go directly to the survey: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/X29QWV9  

The Survey will close on May 4, 2026, at 12:00 pm.  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

For more information, visit the Blue Ridge ASP Project webpage: 
https://woodlands.ab.ca/p/blue-ridge-area-structure-plan 

You may also contact the Planning Department at any time if you have questions or 
feedback for the project team. Please email planning@woodlands.ab.ca or call 780-778-
8400. 

 

Kindergarten students toured the Whitecourt Fire Department 
recently, learning about fire safety and the work firefighters do 
to keep the community safe. Students also had the chance to 
meet their favourite firefighter, Sparky.

Central School photoCentral School photo

Local news printed 
on local newsprint
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For Families Daycare hosts Easter 
Egg Hunt in Downtown Whitecourt
| By Haylee 
Winger

For Fami-
lies Daycare 
held a fun and 
festive Easter 
Egg Hunt on April 2. 
The event took place in 
downtown Whitecourt, 
with the daycaare kids 
walking around and 

visiting several 
local businesses 
that supported 
the hunt.

The kids, filled 
with excitement, 

made their way through 
the community, stop-
ping at participating 

continued on page 6
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Rock solid: Alberta's oil production 
remained robust in February

| By Siddhartha  
Bhattacharya,  
ATB ECONOMICS 

Rock solid: Alber-
ta's oil production re-
mained robust in Feb-
ruary

Global oil supply is 
under severe strain, 
with the Middle East 
conflict disrupting ap-
proximately 20 million 
barrels per day (bpd). 
The limited bypass op-
tions around the Strait 
of Hormuz, the world's 
most critical oil transit 
chokepoint, are causing 
this pressure to be felt 
globally by both pro-
ducers and consumers. 
Consequently, the West 
Texas Intermediate 
oil price benchmark is 
trading at over US$110 
per barrel this morning.

In contrast to the 
global uncertainty, 
strong oil production 
provided a vital lift to 
Canada's national GDP 
in January; without 
oil and gas extraction, 
GDP growth would 

have essentially been 
flat.

Today’s Twenty-Four 
takes a quick look at 
oil production in Al-
berta over the first two 
months of this year.

Alberta's oil out-
put, according to the 
latest Alberta Energy 
Regulator numbers, 
averaged 4.2 million 
bpd over the first two 
months of 2026—this 
is the highest on record 
and up 3.3% relative 
to the first two months 
of 2025. Growth was 
widespread, encom-
passing both oil sands 
and conventional out-
put.

This upward trend is a 
continuation of growth 
seen since the comple-
tion of the Trans Moun-
tain Expansion (TMX) 
in mid-2024. Last year, 
production increased 
by a robust 4.2%, aided 
by higher shipments to 
Asian markets. Given 
the spike in demand 
from Asia following 

the outbreak of the Iran 
war, the TMX system 
is now likely to reach 
full operating capacity 
much faster than ex-
pected.

Plans to expand Al-
berta's oil production 
are in place, driven by 
the growing demand 
for Canadian crude, 
even as the U.S. at-
tempts to increase oil 
output from Venezuela.

In light of this, we 
recently examined the 
economic impact of 
building another major 
oil pipeline from Alber-
ta to the B.C. coast. For 
a deep dive into this 
idea, see the recent re-
port we did with Peter 
Tertzakian and his team 
at Studio.Energy.

Our baseline fore-
cast, however, projects 
that real oil and gas ex-
ports will rise by an av-
erage of 2.2% annually 
in 2026 and 2027, be-
fore leveling off around 
2030 due to current 
pipeline constraints.

locations including 
Lux Massage Therapy, 
Town of Whitecourt, 
CIBC, Whitecourt Dry 
Cleaners, Gold Nails, 
McMan Youth, Fam-
ily and Community 
Services Association, 
Whitecourt Stationery, 
Tap Cha, RE/MAX Ad-
vantage and Exit Real-
ty, each offering a little 
surprise along the way.

The businesses were 
thrilled to participate, 
helping create a warm, 
c o m m u n i t y - d r i v e n 
event for the children. 
Not only did the kids 
enjoy finding eggs, 
but they also had the 

chance to connect with 
and learn about the lo-
cal businesses that sup-
port the community.

Reflecting on the 
success of the event, 
Director Crystal Val-
court and Owner Jae-
lynn Wilson shared:

“We are so incredibly 
grateful for the love and 
effort our community 
put into creating such a 
special Easter egg hunt 
for our children.

Watching their faces 
light up, hearing their 
laughter, and seeing the 
pure joy in those mo-
ments truly says it all. 
These experiences go 
far beyond the activi-
ty itself, they help our 

children feel connected, 
cared for, and part of 
something meaningful.

It was more than just 
an egg hunt, it was a 
beautiful reminder of 
the strong, supportive 
community surround-
ing our program.”

The Easter Egg Hunt 
served as a reminder 
of how the Whitecourt 
community continues 
to come together to 
create meaningful and 
memorable experienc-
es for families. Thanks 
to the generosity of lo-
cal businesses, the chil-
dren went home with 
full baskets and happy 
hearts, making it a day 
to remember.

continued from page 5



The PressThe PressThe PressThe Press 7Wednesday, April 8, 2026www.whitecourtpress.com PAGE

"Serving the community for over 30 years"
The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food  

in order to help families in need. 
Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm

Phone: 780-778-2341 Located within the Carlan  
Services Community Centre

Providing timely and 
easily accessible financial 

support for Whitecourt 
patients and their families 

who are dealing with a 
cancer diagnosis.

Kim Nendsa (President of Whitecourt  Cancer & Wellness Society)  
780-778-0932 Aimee Grierson 780-262-0222 https://wctcancerwellness.com/

Recover Out Loud
•	 Mondays are in person, at the Family Worship Center upstairs, and 

online (hybrid) at 7:30pm  
•	 Fridays 7:30pm at the Whitecourt Baptist Church in person only.

ZOOM ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude
Whitecourt Alcoholics 
Anonymous Group 

Support group on Tuesdays, February 17 to May 5.
Crossroads Community Church, 4719 44 Avenue

Mayerthorpe, Pre-registration is required 

Meetings are three times each week
• Monday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
• Wednesday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
• Friday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Located at the United Church Basement on Legion 
Street (formerly 5201 - 50 Street), Please Leave a Mes-
sage for Our AA member or Contact Addictions Helpline 
@1(866)332-2322

CALL Ruth  
780-674-7182

Your only LOCAL carrier serving the Community since 1950
Proud supporter of 

our local Organizations
780-778-2226

This page is sponsored by:

NEED HELP? CALL ANYTIME! (24-7)
• Mental Health Helpline 1-877-303-2642  

• Addiction Helpline 1-866-332-2322 • Health Link 811

Woodlands County Council Recap
| Woodlands County 
release

Dallas Choma, Lac 
Ste. Anne County En-
forcement Services 
presented the 2025 
Q4 Enforcement Ser-
vices Report to Coun-
cil, highlighting en-
forcement activity in 
Woodlands County. 
Of the 141 citations 
issued, 52.14% were 
for speeding. Report-
ed incidents increased 
significantly from Q3, 
with dog complaints 
the most common at 
19%. Most complaints 
were received through 
the Dispatch hotline, 
indicating residents 
are contacting Bylaw 
Enforcement directly. 

Council received the 
report for information.

Joshua Raposo, Man-
ager, Planning & De-
velopment, presented 
the Communication 
& Engagement Plan 
for the Hamlet of Blue 
Ridge Area Structure 
Plan (ASP). The pur-
pose of this report was 
to inform Council of 
the proposed outline on 
how residents, stake-
holders, and Coun-
cil will be engaged 
throughout the plan-
ning process. Council 
provided amendments 
to include evening ses-
sions and an additional 
question, and adopted 
the amended Commu-
nication & Engagement 

Plan for the Hamlet of 
Blue Ridge ASP.

Sheldon Schoepp, 
Manager, Protective 
Services, presented the 
2025 Woodlands Coun-
ty Fire Services Year in 
Review to Council. The 
report informed Council 
of fire station and con-
tract service activities, 
including member num-
bers, annual responses, 
and average response 
times, each hall’s level 
of service, and a train-
ing overview. Council 
received the report for 
information.

Council received the 
March 17, 2026, corre-
spondence from Agri-
culture and Agri-Food 
Canada regarding the 

closure of the Lacombe 
Research and Develop-
ment Centre, for infor-
mation. The letter was 
in response to Wood-
lands County's letter 
supporting concerns 
raised by Lacombe 
County.

Council directed Ad-
ministration to revert 
to monthly Service 
Request Tracker Re-
porting commencing in 
April 2026.

Council rescheduled 
the Regular Council 
Meeting of June 4, 

2026 to June 3, 2026, 
commencing at 9:30 
a.m., being held at the 
Woodlands County 
Council Chambers at 
#1 Woodlands Lane, 
Whitecourt, Alberta.

Upcoming 
scheduled meetings:
•	 Regular Council 

Meeting – April 9 @ 
9:30 a.m.

•	 Governance & Pri-
orities Committee 
Meeting – Wednes-
day, April 15 @ 5:00 
p.m.

•	 Regular Council 

Meeting – April 23 
@ 9:30 a.m.

•	 Governance & Pri-
orities Committee 
Meeting – Wednes-
day, May 7 @ 5:00 
p.m.

Meetings are held 
in-person at the Wood-
lands County Munic-
ipal Office in White-
court and live-streamed 
on the Woodlands 
County YouTube chan-
nel. Agenda packages 
are available on the 
Woodlands County 
CivicWeb Portal.

LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT
LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT
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ADOPTABLE
WHITECOURT

ANIMALS

Meet 
Jelly 
Bean

For more information 
or to schedule an 
appointment to meet 
Jelly Bean, please 
contact the White-
court Pound at:
�� 780-778-5767

Full of love, a�ection, and 
playful energy, she’s always 

ready to greet you with purrs 
and meows, especially when 

food or pets are involved! 
Jelly Bean is spayed and up to 

date on her vaccinations, 
making her a healthy 

addition to any 
home.

Jelly Bean is a 
sweet, energetic 
cat estimated 
to be 
around 
1 year 
old.

Shift Incentive for Overnights

Please visit www.whitecourt.ca for all 
employment opportunities and details 
on how to apply.

If you enjoy a fast-paced, progressive work environment and 
you have a passion for serving the local community- then this 
may be the opportunity for you! We believe that our values of 
diversity, collaboration, innovation and mutual respect bring 
out the best in our team, and we are currently looking to fi ll the 
following positions:

Job#: 26-023 – Utility Maintenance Operator II – Closes Friday, 
April 10, 2026
Job#: 26-024 – Utility Plant Operator III – Closes Friday, April 
10, 2026
Job#: 26-026 – Mechanic II – Closes Friday, April 10, 2026
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Our newspaper 
connects your 

business directly 
with engaged 

readers—and every 
print ad is also 

posted online for 
added exposure.added exposure.

Support local. Advertise 
local. Grow local. 

For all of your advertising needs, 
contact Haylee at 

thepresswtc@gmail.com
Let’s make your business shine.

Nine-year-old Ophelia Jade Barrett takes the stage at the 
Citadel in Edmonton during a Spring Break Camp, showing 
off her natural talent and love for performing. She is set 
to  appear as “Granny” in Into the Woods and as Gretel in 
the intermission play with Pumpjack Players. The show 
will be held on May 9 and 10. Tickets can be purchased at 
pumpjackplayers.com .

The PressThe Press

Enhanced Driveway Crossing
Replacement Program

The Town of Whitecourt is continuing the Enhanced Driveway Crossing Replacement Program for those property owners wishing to upgrade their private driveway crossings.  The 
Town will cost share with the owner up to 60% for the costs associated with the removal, disposal and replacement of the residential driveway crossing installed according to the 
“Minimum Standard for Local Improvements”.

The program is intended for driveways in areas with high profi le of older, rolled curb and gutter which create a harsh entrance into private driveways. 
 
The program application for 2026 must be completed, signed and submitted with a minimum $800.00 deposit prior to April 30, 2026 to be considered for replacement in the current 
calendar year.

Program information and an application form may be found on the Town’s website at www.whitecourt.ca or by contacting:
 
Town of Whitecourt, Box 509, 5004 – 52 Avenue, Whitecourt, AB T7S 1N6
Email: administration@whitecourt.ca | Phone: 780.778.2273
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Here’s How It Works: 
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

(March 21 - April 20)

(April 21 - May 21)

(May 22 - June 21)

(June 22 - July 22)

(July 23 - August 23)

(August 24 - September 22)

(September 23 - October 23)

(October 24 - November 22)

(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)

(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)

(January 21 - February 18)

(February 19 - March 20)

ARIES

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

HOROSCOPECROSSWORDSSUDOKU
Aries, you are catching a second wind this 
week that could rival a hurricane. No one can 
slow you down right now. Channel this energy 
into a passion project. 

Taurus, your eye for recognizing the beauty 
in things or items that are fashionable is un-
matched. This week is the perfect time to curate 
your space or your wardrobe. 

Gemini, the connections in your brain are fir-
ing at a rapid pace this week. It is only a matter 
of time before you solve a problem that has 
been plaguing you and everyone for weeks.

You are feeling more secure in your skin this 
week, Cancer. People are flocking to you for 
comfort and advice because you give off a warm 
energy.

Leo, accept recognition for your hard work 
when it comes your way in the coming days. 
Don’t be humble; take the bow that you have 
earned over these last few months.

Everything is falling into place for you now, 
Virgo. Your routine feels like something you 
can do with your eyes closed. Find the perfect 
shortcut this week.

A friend of a friend is about to become a very 
important person in your life, Libra. It’s im-
portant to keep your heart open to all possibili-
ties. An unexpected invitation pops up.

Scorpio, you don’t have to try to impress. 
People are mesmerized by you. You can 
use this charm to negotiate for something 
you want this week. 

Your thirst for knowledge leads you to a new 
obsession, Sagittarius. Diving into a new 
hobby, career path or volunteer experience 
could be the way to go.

Capricorn, you are making the impossible 
look easy right now. Take a moment to see 
how far you have come and review your 
accomplishments.

Your innovative ideas are officially trending 
around the office or workplace, Aquarius. 
Don’t be afraid to lead the pack, as everyone 
is just trying to keep up.

Pisces, you are walking on sunshine this 
week. Your creative output is at an all-time 
high. Paint, write, sing, or engage in any-
thing else you enjoy.

Crossword Clues
CLUES ACROSS
  1. Health care pros
  4. A person inhabiting Benin
  7. One thousand cubic feet 
(abbr.)
 10. Split pulses
 11. Frozen water
 12. Small constellation
 13. Perennial mountain rice
 15. Pick up
 16. Japanese historical period
 19. Suggesting the horror of 
death and decay
 21. Unattached
 23. Fishing port in SE France
 24. Products for dogs
 25. One point south of 
southeast
 26. Having the skill or 
resources to do something
 27. Involve oneself deeply
 30. Immobile
 34. __ pai dong: Hong Kong 

food stall
 35. Move quickly on foot
 36. Gathered
 41. A way through
 45. Another name for Thor
 46. Sharp dueling sword
 47. The supreme commander 
of a fleet
 50. Seasoned sausages
 54. Path
 55. Christian hermit
 56. Ancient region of Asia 
Minor
 57. Where wrestlers go to 
work
 59. Roman statesman
 60. Explosive
 61. Licensed for Wall Street
 62. Where golfers start
 63. Grow old
 64. Autonomic nervous 
system
 65. No seats available 

CLUES DOWN
  1. A legally binding command
  2. General feeling of 
discomfort
  3. Dribble
  4. Soft touch
  5. South American plant
  6. Clouds of gas and dust in 
space
  7. Warm-blooded vertebrates
  8. Lines created by folding
  9. Strong belief
 13. Senior officer
 14. Adult
 17. Joint entrance 
examination in India
 18. Passports and drivers’ 
licenses are two
 20. Those who go against an 
accepted authority
 22. One point east of 
northeast
 27. Journalist Tarbell
 28. One’s mother (British)
 29. Nowhere to be found
 31. A way to save for old age

 32. Fall behind
 33. Midway between 
northeast and east
 37. The work of a sailor
 38. Mark with striae
 39. Energy, style and 
enthusiasm
 40. Sticky situation
 41. Monetary units of Spain
 42. Three-banded armadillo
 43. Chooses
 44. More disreputable
 47. Defensive nuclear 
weapon
 48. “The Partridge Family” 
actress Susan
 49. Livestock owners assn. 
in Spain
 51. Duplicating machine 
(abbr.)
 52. OJ trial judge
 53. Politician
 58. Airborne (abbr.)

WORDS
ASPHALT
ATLAS
BILLBOARDS

CARAVAN
COOLER
DETOUR
HIGHWAY

HORIZON
INTERSTATE
ITINERARY
MILEAGE

MOTEL
NAVIGATION
ODOMETER
OVERLOOK

PITSTOP
PLAYLIST
ROADSIDE
SCENIC

SNACKS
SUNSET
TOLLBOOTH
VASTNESS
WANDERLUST
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Thu., Apr. 9
Mainly sunny

20%
3ºC

-11ºC
SE 9 km/h

-

Sat., Apr. 11
Flurries

40%
7ºC
-5ºC

E 16 km/h
-

 Sun., Apr. 12
Flurries

60%
6ºC
-5ºC

E 12 km/h
-

Fri., Apr. 10
Mainly sunny

30%
6ºC
-6ºC

W 9 km/h
-

Wed., Apr. 8
Mainly cloudy

30%
1ºC

-13ºC
NW 10 km/h

-

| By Serena Lapointe
Woodlands County is 

seeking answers from 
the province on proj-
ects linked to the Gov-
ernment’s  Disaster Re-
covery Program (DRP) 
specific to the 2023 
flooding, and subse-
quent riverbank  dam-
age along the McLeod 
River. The county is 
hoping to convince the 
government to expedite  
the review of required 
regulatory approvals, 
so the work can begin.

During the March 
12 Woodlands Coun-
ty Council meeting, 
CAO Matthew Ferris 
explained that  through 
the first half of 2025, 
administration worked 
hard on attaining 
changes to what had 
been  approved for 
projects along the bank 
of the McLeod River, 
and though it ended up 
being  successful, it ate 
up significant time, and 
timelines are now get-
ting tight.

“We spent the last 
year collaborating with 
the province to come 
up with a process to 
make sure  the repair 
work we do reflected 
what our community 
needed. The province 
is quite sticklers on;  
you get what you had. 
You can’t oversize or 
upgrade it beyond that 
when it comes to the  
funding,” said Ferris.

“We did a lot of ad-
vocacy over the first 
six months of last year 
to get them to under-

stand the  true scope 
because the original 
scope they gave us was 
significantly smaller. 
We then spent the  next 
six months building the 
engineering packages 
and tender packages to 
get that to go out.

With that, though, 
comes a bunch of pro-
vincial and federal ap-
provals.”

Woodlands County 
is awaiting approval on 
four important pieces 
of the overall project, 
and they  can’t move 
until they have them. 
They submitted their 
Request for Review 
to the Department of  
Fisheries and Oceans 
in mid-December 
2025, the Temporary 
Field Authorization in 
early  January 2026, 
the Historical Resource 
Clearance on January 
19, 2026, and the Water 
Act  Approval in early 
February 2026. And so 
far, they haven’t heard 
back.

The County may 
also need to put in for 
a Species at Risk Act 
(SARA) permit, a pro-
cess that can  be lengthy. 
Typical approval time 
is anywhere from three 
to six months, depend-
ing on the level  of re-
view a project requires. 
“Administration has 
responded to all clar-
ification requests and  
continues to work with 
regulators; however, 
approval timelines re-
main uncertain,” he 
added.

While Ferris under-
stands that things take 
time, the deadline for 
work within the 2023 
DRP  funding, which 
the County’s projects 
fall under, is coming up 
at the end of November. 
Time is of  the essence. 
“We recognize and un-
derstand, as adminis-
trators ourselves, how 
things take time  and 
process, and we respect 
that within reason. But, 
with the timelines we 
have coming up in  the 
fall of 2026, that is a 
problem when it comes 
to tendering.”

He said not having 
the approvals means 
Woodlands County 
cannot tender the proj-
ects due to  the liability 
and legal risk of ten-
dering out a project, 
for which they may not 
receive approval to  fol-
low through on. Since 
the province’s funding 
is footing a signifi-
cant portion of the bill, 
not  having approval 
could mean Woodlands 
County would be on 
the hook for the costs 
incurred.

“Also, the added 
costs of the poten-
tial last-minute scope 
changes very late into 
the year will only  add 
to the increased costs, 
and that’s problemat-
ic,” added Ferris.

Admin i s t r a t i on ’s 
request was to have 
council join the con-
versation by reaching 
out to those who  could 
help speed things up. 

“If council thought it 
necessary, perhaps we 
start the advocacy. You  
all have a lot of great 
connections and inter-
play both provincially 
and federally, and using 
the  force of council as 
a whole to help us get 
further ahead based on 
the public good and the 
need  of these projects 
as a governance body,” 
said Ferris. He suggest-
ed that they send letters 
to local MLAs, relevant 
Provincial Ministers, 
the area’s MP,  and rele-
vant Federal Ministers, 
all of whom are related 
to the different applica-
tions they’ve sent  in, in 
the hopes that they can 
be expedited. Reeve 
Kusch said they should 
also send emails,  and 

Councillor St. Martin 
recommended phone 
calls be done as well.

Councillor Alan 
Deane said the dead-
lines attached to DRP 
funding are different 
than other  forms of 
funding, something 
that should also be 
brought up through 
the advocacy. “When 
you  repave a section 
of road, and you apply 
for funding, it falls in 
a different bucket, but 
they don’t  have these 
types of restrictions. 
And we’re dealing with 
the river. I would hope 
that Municipal  Affairs 
understands that there’s 
a difference between 
this type of application 
and a regular  funding 
request that doesn’t 

have the same restric-
tive things.”

Councillor Patricia 
MacNeil said she was 
concerned about the 
possibility of not get-
ting projects  complet-
ed in time and losing 
out on the funding en-
tirely. “I’m super con-
cerned about losing 1.6  
million dollars in fund-
ing for a project that 
we can’t afford to do 
on our own. So, hope-
fully, we will  be able 
to successfully advo-
cate and not lose it be-
fore the November 26 
deadline.” Woodlands  
County Council unani-
mously voted to begin 
advocating for expedi-
ence, in hopes of hear-
ing  back sooner rather 
than later.

A looming deadline for Woodlands County is making things 
tricky as the municipality eagerly awaits approvals to begin 
flood-related work, with significant funding from the provincial
government. 

Flood repairs in limbo as Woodlands County awaits 
approvals, advocacy for expedience on the go

The PressThe Press
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HELP BRING LOCAL NEWS 
BACK TO YOUR TOWN

We are bringing back local coverage to Fox Creek, Swan Hills, and Valleyview.

Subscribe • Advertise • Spread the Word • Submit News or Photos

Have a story idea or photos to share?  
Email : admin@northernreview.ca

You don't know how much you'll 
miss something until it's gone

Subscribe now to receive your first inaugural 
edition on April 28 at www.northernreview.ca
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DAVE 
KUSCH

Reeve, Division 1 – Anselmo
dave.kusch@woodlands.ab.ca

780-778-9337

PATRICIA 
MACNEIL

Councillor, Division 2 - 
Whitecourt West

patricia.macneil@woodlands.ab.ca
780-268-3000

ALAN 
DEANE

Councillor, Division 3 - 
Whitecourt Central

alan.deane@woodlands.ab.ca
780-778-0894

KAREN 
ST. MARTIN

Councillor, Division 4 - 
Whitecourt East

karen.stmartin@woodlands.ab.ca
780-778-0822

JENNA 
WRIGHT
Councillor, Division 5 - 

Blue Ridge
jenna.wright@woodlands.ab.ca 

780-779-6765

PETER 
KUELKEN

Councillor, Division 6 - Goose Lake / 
Freeman River

peter.kuelken@woodlands.ab.ca 
780-284-2425

BENNY 
WHITTEN

Councillor, Division 7 - 
Fort Assiniboine / Timeu

benny.whitten@woodlands.ab.ca 
780-305-4655

www.woodlands.ab.ca

780-778-8400 
1-888-870-6315

admin@woodlands.ab.ca 
1 Woodlands Lane, 

Whitecourt, 
AB T7S 1N3 

Legal  Description Development Permit 
Application Number Proposal

NE 18-58-11-W5M 
LOT 10 BLOCK 3 PLAN 1423727

26-DP-021
Home Occupation Major: 

Woodcraft and Farm Goods

DISCRETIONARY USE
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT APPLICATION

UPCOMING FIRESMART INFO SESSIONS

SERVICE REQUEST TRACKER 

UPCOMING WOODLANDS COUNTY COMMITTEE 
MEETINGS

Woodlands County Land Use Bylaw provides opportunity for any person who may have 
comments on the proposed development to deliver to the Development O�  cer, a written 
statement of their concerns indicating: their full name and address and the reasons for their 
comments to the proposed use. 

If you have any comment or concern regarding this proposal you may provide a written 
statement via email to planning@woodlands.ab.ca prior to 4:30 p.m., April 14th, 2026. 
The Development Authority will be making a decision on the following development permit 
application following this deadline.

Comments received will be taken into consideration by the Development Authority.

Raise FireSmart Kids! Join Woodlands 
County on April 16 for our FireSmart Kids 
Drop-in Session, where they’ll learn about 
wild� re hazards and how they can help 
protect their community.

What to expect:
• Interactive games & puzzles
• A FireSmart property demonstration
• Fun activity booklet with challenges

Join Woodlands County on April 30 for our 
FireSmart Community Drop-in Session, 
where you can learn how to help protect 
your home and community from wild� res.

Topics include:
• Creating a FireSmart community
• Tips for homes and acreages
• Wild� re preparedness

Blue Ridge Community Library, Thursday, April 30, 5:00 PM – 7:30 PM
 
Learn more wild� re tips at https://� resmartalberta.ca/

Information regarding this application may be obtained by inquiring prior to 4:30 p.m., 
April 14th, 2026.

Contact: planning@woodlands.ab.ca
 Woodlands County,  Box 60, #1 Woodlands Lane, Whitecourt 
 AB T7S 1N3, Telephone: 780-778-8400, Toll-Free: 1-888-870-6315

Blue Ridge Community Library, Thursday, April 16, 5:00 PM – 7:30 PM

Woodlands County has some exciting job opportunities!

• Administrative Assistant, Planning Services
• Temporary, Equipment Operator
• Temporary, Ag Technician

For more information and to apply, scan the QR Code, 
or go to: woodlands.ab.ca/p/careers

We’re seeking dedicated Woodlands County 
residents to serve as members-at-large on 
the following committees and boards:

• Community Services Committee – 1 
youth vacancy (Ages 16-25, 1-year 
term)

• Municipal Planning Commission - 1 
vacancy

• Subdivision and Development Appeal 
Board – 1 vacancy

For more information, please contact 
admin@woodlands.ab.ca

Become involved in the decisions that 
a� ect you and your community!
To apply, scan the QR Code or go to: 
https://woodlands.civicweb.net/
Portal/BoardApplication/

Introducing Citywide Portal! Woodlands 
County’s new and upgraded service request 
system. Submit service requests, report 
issues, ask questions, or even send a thank-
you, all in one place.

Now you can track requests, receive up-
dates, and stay informed by creating an 
account. Not a resident? You can also submit 
a request as a guest.

Get started! Scan the QR Code, or go to:

https://woodlands.ab.ca/p/service-request
Need help? Call 780-778-8400 for assistance. 

No disruption to active work orders during 
the transition.

The following is a list of upcoming Wood-
lands County Committee Meetings:
• Community Services Committee Meeting 

- April 9 at 5:30 p.m. 
• Finance & Taxation Committee Meeting – 

April 13 at 9:00 a.m.
• Governance & Priorities Committee Meet-

ing – April 15 at 5:00 p.m.
• Economic Development Committee 

Meeting – April 28 at 1:00 p.m.

JOIN US! All Committee Meetings are open 
to the public. All meetings are held at the 
Woodlands County Administration Building 

at #1 Woodlands Lane, Whitecourt, unless 
otherwise posted.

Access meeting schedules, agenda packag-
es, minutes, and more through by scanning 
the QR Code or going to our CivicWeb Portal: 
woodlands.civicweb.net/Portal/

Starting March 16, Woodlands County is accepting application forms from residents who 
want dust control applied to County roads adjacent to their property.

Rates for dust control are as follows:
• $425 + GST for 100 metres • $750 + GST for 200 metres
• $750 + $4.25 per additional metre over 200m + GST

Application forms and more information about dust control are available at 
woodlands.ab.ca/p/dust-control.

Deadline for submitting your application form is Friday, May 1, 2026.

#woodlandscounty #dustcontrol #roadsmanagement

DUST CONTROL

The PressThe Press
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Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858

A locally owned and family operated 
newspaper serving Whitecourt

The Press is printed on high quality newsprint using 
vegetable based ink. We encourage you to share, save, 

reuse, rehash & recycle.

Published every wednesday

The PressThe Press

Letter to the Editor policy
The Press welcomes readers to write letters to 

the Editor. A maximum of 300 words is 
preferred but not necessary. Letters must carry 

a first name or two initials with surname and 
include an address and daytime telephone 
number. All letters are subject to editing. 

Please email letters to wctpress@gmail.com.

SPONSORED BY

Tri-Logging 
is against 
bullying

Putting a face 
on suicide

Every 40 seconds somewhere around the world 
someone dies by suicide, that’s 99 people every 66 
minutes. Every day, that’s almost 100 people in the 

United States alone, and over 2160 worldwide. Putting 
a Face on Suicide (PAFOS) is a suicide awareness proj-

ect that creates posters and videos to pay tribute to 
those we have lost to suicide with dignity and respect. 

PAFOS humanizes the daunting statistics; lovingly 
replacing numbers with faces.

If you are experiencing suicidal thoughts, 
you need to know that you’re not alone. You 
can also call if you are not in crisis, seeking 

additional information. The new Canada 
Suicide Prevention Service (CSPS), by Crisis 

Services Canada, enables callers anywhere in 

Canada to access crisis support by phone, in 
French or English: toll-free 1-833-456-4566 

Available 24/7
Crisis Text Line (Powered by Kids Help 

Phone) Canada Wide free, 24/7 texting service 
is accessible immediately to youth anywhere 

in Canada by texting TALK to 686868 to reach 
an English speaking Crisis Responder and 

TEXTO to 686868 to reach a French-speaking 
Crisis Responder on any text/ 

SMS enabled cell phone.
KidsHelpPhone Ages 20 Years and Under 

in Canada 1-800-668-6868 (Online or on 
the Phone). First Nations and Inuit Hope for 
Wellness 24/7 Help Line 1-855-242-3310

Canadian Indian Residential Schools Crisis 
Line 1-866-925-4419

Trans LifeLine – All Ages 1-877-330-6366

If your life is in danger or you know someone’s life is in danger DIAL EMERGENCY NOW 911!

I’m 13, and I don’t 
think the people who 
bully me actually know 
they’re doing some-
thing that sticks. Like, 
they probably go home 
and eat dinner and 
watch TV and just for-
get. But I don’t forget. 
I remember the exact 
words sometimes, even 
when I don’t want to.

It’s not like in mov-
ies where someone 
gets shoved into lock-
ers every day. It’s 
quieter than that. It’s 
people not moving 
their backpacks so 
you can sit down. It’s 
laughing when you 
say something nor-
mal, like you said it 
wrong somehow. It’s 
group chats you find 

out about later that 
you weren’t in.

There’s this one 
thing that happens a lot 
where I’ll be talking, 
and someone will look 
at their friend and make 
a face. Not even a big 
one. Just a quick look. 
But I see it. And then 
I start thinking about 
it for the rest of the 
day, like what did I do 
wrong?

I’ve tried changing 
things. Like talking 
less. Or trying to be 
funnier. Or just agree-
ing with people so they 
don’t get annoyed. It 
kind of works for a 
bit, but then I feel like 
I’m not even acting 
like myself anymore. 
It’s weird, like you’re 

there but also not really 
there.

Sometimes I count 
how long until the 
bell rings. Like actu-
ally count seconds in 
my head when it gets 
really bad. That prob-
ably sounds dumb, but 
it helps a little because 
at least time is moving, 
even if everything else 
feels stuck.

I don’t tell a lot of 
people. Not because I 
want to keep it a secret, 
but because it’s hard to 
explain without sound-
ing dramatic. If you 
say “they’re just being 
mean,” it doesn’t sound 
like enough to explain 
why it messes with 
your head so much.

But it does.

There are still okay 
moments though. Like 
when I’m drawing in 
my notebook and I for-
get where I am for a 
bit. Or when someone 
actually talks to me like 
a normal person and I 
don’t have to think so 
hard about every word 
I say. Those moments 
feel kind of important, 
like proof that things 
aren’t always bad.

I don’t really have 
advice or anything. I’m 
still figuring it out. I just 
wish people thought a 
little more before they 
said stuff or did those 
small things they think 
don’t matter.

Because they do. 
Even if no one says 
anything, they do.

It's easy to be nice
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WORD SEARCH CROSSWORDS

SUDOKU

PUZZLES SOLUTIONS

Odds of a child becoming 
a top fashion designer: 1 in 7,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed
with autism: 1 in 110

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autisms peaks.org

Some signs to look for:

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

© 2010 Autism Speaks Inc. “Autism Speaks” and “It’s Time To Listen” & design are trademarks owned by Autism Speaks Inc. All rights reserved.

Bulls
32 Registered Red Angus 
yearling bulls, quiet, easy 
calving (43-88# BW with 
high CE scores), great 
WW's, lots of length and 
growth.  From 6 herd 
sires.  EPD's available.  
Selling quality bulls for 
heifers and cows since 
1992. Cleveley Cattle 
Company 780 689-2754.

Coming Events
FIREARMS WANT-
ED FOR OUR 2026 
AUCTION PROGRAM: 
Firearms, Ammunition, 
Accessories, or Militaria. 
Collections, Estates or 
single items. For Auction, 
or Possible Purchase: 
Contact us: 1-800-694-
2609, Email: sales@
switzersauction.com or 
Visit us @ www.switzer-
sauction.com for Auction 
Dates & Details.

Employment 
Opportunities

ARE YOU PASSIONATE 
ABOUT AGRICULTURE? 
Do you enjoy working 
directly with farmers? 
Egg Farmers of Alberta is 
seeking a full-time South-
ern Alberta Field Services 
Coordinator. For more 

information and to apply, 
please visit eggs.ab.ca/
about-us/careers/

THE LAKESIDE LEADER 
is hiring a full-time 
reporter/photographer 
position in Slave Lake. 
Salary negotiable. Email 
resume, cover letter and 
samples of writing and 
photography to spnpro-
duction@hotmail.com.

Farm Machinery
PROMOTE YOUR MES-
SAGE THROUGHOUT 
Alberta. The Blanket 
Classifieds or Value Ads 
connect with more than 
400,000 readers in the 
province each week. 
Choose from three pack-
ages beginning at $269, 
$299 or $599 to share 
your message in over 
70 Weekly Community 
Newspapers. Contact 
THIS NEWSPAPER today 
or email classifieds@
awna.com for more 

information. Call 1-800-
282-6903 or 780-434-
8746 or visit www.awna.
com.

Feed and Seed
BARLEY – *NEW-AB 
Standswell* Smooth 
AWN, High Yielding, 
Grain and Forage Great 
Lodging Resistance. 
1st NITROGEN USE 
EFFICIENT CEREAL 
IN CANADA.OTHER 
BARLEY: Cerveza, CDC 
Austenson, CDC Duran-
go, CDC Maverick, Esma, 
Sundre. WHEAT – Pintail, 
Forage or Grain. OATS – 
AC Juniper, AC Morgan, 
AC Mustang, Derby, 
CDC S01 Super Oat. 
PEAS – Very Early Yellow 
Peas,  Forage Peas. 
ALSO AVAILABLE: Polish 
Canola & Spring Triticale. 
Special pricing on truck-
loads. www.mastinseeds.
com; 403-556-2609.

FORAGE SEED FOR 

SALE: Organic & conven-
tional: Sweet Clover, Al-
falfa, Red Clover, Smooth 
Brome, Meadow Brome, 
Crested Wheatgrass, 
Timothy, etc. Free Deliv-
ery! Birch Rose Acres Ltd. 
306-921-9942.

For Sale
WHITE SPRUCE TREES: 
5’ average $50. Installa-
tion ONLY $19. Includes: 
hole augered, Wurzel 
Dip enzyme injection, 
bark mulch application, 
staking. Minimum order 
25. One-time fuel charge: 
$150-300. Crystal 
Springs, 403-820-0961. 
Quality guaranteed. al-
bertasprucetrees.com

BLANKET THE PROV-
INCE with a classified 
ad. Only $269/wk (based 
on 25 words or less). 
Reach 75 weekly news-
papers. Call NOW for 
details. 1-800-282-6903; 
www.awna.com; email 

classifieds@awna.com.

Health
HIP/KNEE REPLACE-
MENT. Other medical 
conditions causing 
TROUBLE WALKING or 
DRESSING? The Disabil-
ity Tax Credit allows for 
$3,000 yearly tax credit 
and $30,000 lump sum 
refund. Take advantage 
of this offer. Apply 
NOW; quickest refund 
Nationwide: Expert help. 
1-844-453-5372.

Travel
VACATION IN CANA-
DA'S WARMEST DESTI-
NATION. Extraordinary 
villa in Osoyoos, BC, 
breathtaking lake views, 
just 3 minutes from town. 
Or warmer weather, two 
luxurious 5-star resort 
units in Phoenix, Arizona. 
Doug 306-716-2671 or 
visit osoyooslakevilla.
com.

The PressThe Press
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Thank you to all those loving 
families who've adopted the 

pets at the Whitecourt Vet Clinic. 

Whitecourt Veterinary 
Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave

We're there 
where you need 

us most!

Providing Traffic 
Control and Piloting

Road Monitoring 
& Radar Services

Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties

780-865-5815

• Traffic Control 
Personnel

• Provide service for 
emergency lane or road 

closures
• Construction 
zzone set ups

DEBT SOLUTIONS 
780-424-9944

FREE Consultation
www.DEBTFREE.ca

Debt/Credit Counselling
Creditor Negotiations
Bankruptcy Alternatives

Debt Consolidation
Consumer Proposals
Bankruptcy Protection

A.C. Waring 
& Associates Inc. 

 Licensed Insolvency Trustee 
Trustee in Bankruptcy

LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT
LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT

www.whitecourtpress.com

Ready to build your new shop or put that addition on the house? 

In Woodlands County, if you want to build a new structure or conduct a new land use, a develop-
ment permit is required.

• Ensure your business and/or project meets local bylaws
• Avoid costly delays or penalties
• Support smart, sustainable community growth

Woodlands County Planning Department is here to guide you through the process every step of 
the way:

• Learn what permits you need, • Get step-by-step application support
• Stay informed on zoning rules and timelines

LEARN MORE: Visit woodlands.ab.ca and search Planning and Development
• planning@woodlands.ab.ca • 780-778-8400

Spring is here and so are road bans! Effective Monday, March 23, weight restrictions are in place 
in Woodlands County.

Restrictions include:

• Gravel Roads: 75% legal axle weight
• Cold Mix Roads: 50% legal axle weight 
• Pavement Roads: No restrictions

Road bans are temporary weight limits implemented during spring 
thaw to protect roads when they are soft and more vulnerable to 
damage. Conditions are monitored closely, and restrictions will be 
adjusted or lifted as needed.

Follow us on Facebook to stay updated! For more info and to read 
the full Road Ban Order, visit: https://woodlands.ab.ca/p/road-bans, 
or scan the qr code. 

DEVELOPMENT PERMITS

Duties to include: rent collection, bank deposits, show 
suites, leasing, notices, tenant concerns, dealing with 
contractors, common area cleaning. May include lawn 

care and snow removal. Training provided.

Please send resume to resumes@ayreoxford.com

Looking for Live-in Resident Manager for 
an apartment building in Whitecourt


