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More than 800 speeding tickets 
issued in school and park zones

Speeding in a 
school or park 
zone isn’t a 
good choice.

Automated Traffic Enforcement in Whitecourt has focused 
solely on school zones and park zones for the last bit, and 
through only the last six months of 2025, over 800 tickets 
were captured by the ATE truck, with one month specifically 
standing out as worse than the rest. See story page 3.
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Letter to the Editor policy
The Press welcomes readers to write letters to 

the Editor. A maximum of 300 words is 
preferred but not necessary. Letters must carry 

a first name or two initials with surname and 
include an address and daytime telephone 
number. All letters are subject to editing. 

Please email letters to wctpress@gmail.com.

SPONSORED BY

Tri-Logging 
is against 
bullying

Putting a face 
on suicide

Every 40 seconds somewhere around the world 
someone dies by suicide, that’s 99 people every 66 
minutes. Every day, that’s almost 100 people in the 

United States alone, and over 2160 worldwide. Putting 
a Face on Suicide (PAFOS) is a suicide awareness proj-

ect that creates posters and videos to pay tribute to 
those we have lost to suicide with dignity and respect. 

PAFOS humanizes the daunting statistics; lovingly 
replacing numbers with faces.

If you are experiencing suicidal thoughts, 
you need to know that you’re not alone. You 
can also call if you are not in crisis, seeking ad-
ditional information. The new Canada Suicide 
Prevention Service (CSPS), by Crisis Services 
Canada, enables callers anywhere in Canada 

to access crisis support by phone, in French or 
English: toll-free 1-833-456-4566 Available 
24/7

Crisis Text Line (Powered by Kids Help 
Phone) Canada Wide free, 24/7 texting 
service is accessible immediately to youth 

anywhere in Canada by texting TALK to 
686868 to reach an English speaking Crisis 
Responder and TEXTO to 686868 to reach a 
French-speaking Crisis Responder on any text/ 
SMS enabled cell phone.

KidsHelpPhone Ages 20 Years and Under in 

Canada 1-800-668-6868 (Online or on the 
Phone). First Nations and Inuit Hope for Well-
ness 24/7 Help Line 1-855-242-3310

Canadian Indian Residential Schools Crisis 
Line 1-866-925-4419

Trans LifeLine – All Ages 1-877-330-6366

If your life is in danger or you know someone’s life is in danger DIAL EMERGENCY NOW 911!

Dear Editor,
As a mother, one of 

the hardest things to 
experience is watch-
ing your children hurt 
emotionally and feeling 
powerless to stop it.

I am writing this 
because bullying is 
something people of-
ten associate with 
schools, but sometimes 
it happens much closer 
to home. In our case, 
both of my children 
have been bullied by 
a certain group of kids 
in our neighbourhood. 
Thankfully, they have 
not experienced bully-
ing at school, and I tru-

ly hope they never do, 
but it has still affected 
them deeply.

What hurts the most 
is that children should 
feel safe in their own 
neighbourhood. They 
should be able to ride 
their bikes, walk down 
the street, play outside 
and enjoy being kids 
without worrying about 
being mocked, exclud-
ed or targeted.

As a parent, it is 
heartbreaking to watch 
your children lose con-
fidence because of the 
behaviour of others. 
You try to encourage 
them, support them 

and remind them of 
their worth, but words 
and actions can leave 
devastating effects, es-
pecially on young chil-
dren.

I am incredibly 
thankful that my chil-
dren feel safe and sup-
ported at school. Their 
teachers and school 
environment have been 
positive experiences 
for them, and I hope 
that continues. No child 
should ever have to feel 
unsafe. Anywhere. 

I also hope this 
serves as a reminder to 
parents that kindness 
starts at home. Conver-

sations about respect, 
empathy and inclusion 
matter. Children learn 
how to treat others by 
watching the examples 
around them.

At the end of the day, 
every child deserves 
kindness. Every child 
deserves to feel accept-
ed. And every child de-
serves to feel safe not 
only at school, but in 
their own neighbour-
hood too.

I beg of you, please 
talk to your children. If 
you do, thank you. 

Sincerely,
A Concerned Mother
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Whitecourt Town Council update
| Press release

Each year, White-
court prepares an an-
nual report for the 
Automated Traffic c 
Enforcement Program 
(photo radar) which is 
available on our web-
site. The program helps 
to promote safer driv-
ing habits, enhances 
public awareness, and 
contributes to the over-
all safety of residents. 
Automated Traffic c 
Enforcement through-
out Alberta is regulat-
ed by the provincial 
government, and all 

locations must be ap-
proved by the province. 
Whitecourt will be for-
warding a letter to the 
government encourag-
ing greater autonomy 
for municipalities to 
determine locations for 
enforcement. Canada 
Day Celebrations will 
be held throughout the 
day on July 1 in White-
court. For details on the 
celebration, visit www.
whitecourt.ca.

Whitecourt Town 
Council has awarded 
$27,012.93 in fund-
ing under the 2026 

Enhancement Grant 
Program. The grant 
provides funding for 
programs, services and 
special events orga-
nized by local groups 
that enhance arts, cul-
ture and recreation in 
the community. Recip-
ients include:
•	 Five6Seven8 Cheer 

Association – Special 
Abilities Enhancement 
Project: $6,158.15

•	 Whitecourt & Area 
R/C Club – Rental 
Fleet for newcom-
ers to try RC racing: 
$3,426.78

•	 Whitecourt Dra-
ma Society – Sum-
mer Camp 2026: 
$2,500.00

•	 Whitecourt Minor 
Soccer Association 
– Technical Develop-
ment Training Pilot 
Project: $14,928.00
Councillor Braden 

Lanctot has been ap-
pointed as a Certified 
ed Panelist of the Cap-
ital Region Assessment 
Services Commission 
Assessment Review 
Board.

Whitecourt Town 
Council has approved 

a one-year extension to 
June 30, 2027, for the 
Bank of Nova Scotia 
Banking Agreement.

Whitecourt Town 
Council has adopted 
Policy 12-031 – Poli-
cy Management Pro-
gram which guides the 
protection and safe-
guarding of personal 
information held by the 
Town of Whitecourt.

Whitecourt Town 
Council has established 
an Ad Hoc CT Scanner 
Regional Advocacy 
Committee that will 
support efforts already 

underway in the com-
munity to acquire a CT 
Scanner for the White-
court Healthcare Cen-
tre. Whitecourt will be 
inviting municipalities 
from across the region 
to participate in this ad-
vocacy effort.

MLA Martin Long 
shared an invitation 
to Whitecourt Town 
Council to his annual 
Golf Tournament on 
August 21, 2026.

Gail Hadfi eld has 
been appointed to serve 
on the Town of White-
court Library Board.

| By Serena Lapointe  
The Automated Traf-

fic Enforcement (ATE) 
program in Whitecourt 
looks a bit different to-
day than it did when it 
began in 2009. Changes 
at the provincial level 
in 2024 removed areas 
previously enforced, 
such as the highway 
corridor, leaving mu-
nicipalities with one 
of two choices for au-
tomated enforcement: 
school zones and play-
ground zones.

All Mobile Traffic 
Enforcement Officers 
are Peace Officers as 
appointed by the Min-
ister of Public Safety 
and Emergency Pre-
paredness. All oper-
ations conducted by 
the Automated Traffic 
Enforcement program 
are done alongside the 
guidance of the RCMP 
and the RCMP Traffic 
Safety Plan.

Before the allowable 
zone changes in 2024, 
Whitecourt used 34 lo-
cations for its program, 
including priority ar-
eas known for higher 
speeds and locations 
on the highway.

Now, it uses 25. De-
pending on where a 
park or school is lo-
cated, the peace officer 
in the ATE truck could 
catch traffic coming 
from one of several di-
rections, each of which 
accounts for a location. 
For example, Central 
School is flanked by 

four streets: 52 Ave, 
53 Ave, 54 Ave and 
49 Street.  All direc-
tions of travel on those 
roads could potentially 
account as locations, 
with one focused on 
a time. Within the re-
port, west/east-bound 
traffic on 53 Ave and 
west/east-bound traffic 
on 52 Ave were con-
sidered four total loca-
tions and used by the 
ATE program.

From July 2025 to 
December 2025, the 
ATE truck spent 68 per-
cent of its time in school 
zones and 32 percent 
in playground zones. 
The average number 
of days the truck was 
deployed each month 
was 14.5.  The highest 
month for enforcement 
activity was October, 
with 17 days, followed 
by August and Decem-
ber with 16. The lowest 
month to see ATE en-
forcement was Novem-
ber, with ten days.

When looking at the 
data for violation tick-
ets issued by month, 
one month stood out 
amongst the rest: Oc-
tober. During the May 
25 Regular Meeting 
of Council, Councillor 
Brian Wynn pointed out 
the glaring difference. 
“So, it looks like in Oc-
tober, people were very 
bad. Is there any expla-
nation for that?”

Director of Commu-
nity Safety, Lee Hard-
man, said there wasn’t 

an explanation for why 
there were 279 speed-
ing tickets handed out 
in October, with the 
next closest month 
coming in much lower, 
with 183 (September). 
“It’s sporadic. I cannot 
give you a good idea as 
to why that is, because 
again, the number of 
times they’re operating 
is around that 15 to 17 
times a month. Forty 
hours a week is their 
average, so I cannot jus-
tify why that is higher.”

Councillor Tara Bak-
er said that having the 
truck in the commu-
nity is beneficial be-
cause its visual pres-
ence matters. “I don’t 
know how anyone 
could miss it. There 
are stickers on it (the 
truck), and it’s on the 
side of the road, so if 
someone does not see 
it, that is unfortunate, 
but there is no harm in 
slowing down.”

Mayor Ray Hilts 
questioned why the 
municipality didn’t 
have the autonomy to 
use the program in oth-
er places. Hardman ex-
plained that they could 
request permission 
from the province to 
use ATE in areas out-
side of park and play-
ground zones. “We just 
have to go through the 
business case people. 
We have submitted 
one, and since the sub-
mission of that docu-
ment, we have heard 

from the province that 
they’re not entertain-
ing anything until af-
ter the summer, when 
they’re looking at the 
program again,” said 
Hardman. The Town 
of Whitecourt current-
ly has a business case 
with the government, 
requesting the ability 
to use an intersection 
safety device (camera) 
at the Highway 43 in-
tersection near IGA.

“It’s unfortunate that 
we can’t use this as a 
tool for anything out-
side of what it says 
here,” said Mayor 
Hilts. “Being able to 
put this in different 
places. It’s not just 
about school zones, 
as important as those 
are. There are obvi-
ously other areas in 
the community where 
it would be nice to be 
able to implement this 
kind of enforcement.” 
He asked his coun-
cil colleagues if they 
would support sending 
a letter to the Minister 
of Transportation and 
Economic Corridors 
to see about creating 
a program that is more 
flexible to the needs of 
the community. Coun-
cil unanimously voted 
in favour of doing so.

“This is a tool in the 
toolbox, and I don’t 
understand why we 
can’t do that on our 
own streets, where we 
clearly see where it 
might be needed. If we 

want to put something 
on, say, Flats Road, 
within town, because 
we’ve got drag racers 
and we’ve got people 
that are doing stuff 
there, and it creates 
a safety issue, then I 
want to be able to put 
this unit there for a 
couple of weeks and 
slow it down. That’s 
just an example (of 
how to use it).

I’m not saying that’s 
happening.” The rev-
enue from Automated 
Traffic Enforcement 
Programs is broken 
down into a three-way 
split: approximately 
twenty-five percent 
each for the contractor 
and the municipality, 
and fifty percent to the 
province. In 2025, the 
local revenue from the 
ATE program was just 
under $20,000.

Due to postal delays 
with Canada Post and 
the province, tickets 
captured in Whitecourt 
in 2025 did not start 
hitting mailboxes un-
til January 2026. As 
the community uses 
a six- month issuance 
timeline to send out 
tickets, those captured 
from January to June 
2025 were lost in terms 
of revenue through 
the program. The 
$19,710.53 was mostly 
carryover from 2024, 
which means that 2026 
will be the first year 
with the new guide-
lines and full revenue 

captured in the data.
Dollars collected 

through the Automatic 
Traffic Enforcement 
Program are used to 
enhance crime pre-
vention and education 
through various com-
munity events and 
projects, and are not 
used by the municipal-
ity to fund basic func-
tions. It is supplemen-
tal only. “The intent of 
ATE is not to generate 
revenue. It is for the 
safety and well-being 
of residents and visi-
tors,” explained Hard-
man. From July to 
December 2025, there 
were 802 tickets cap-
tured by the ATE pro-
gram in the park and 
playground zones of 
the community.

Councillor Wynn 
asked if the commu-
nity’s peace officers 
and the RCMP get the 
data, so they know 
where problem areas 
are. “Absolutely. It 
is a high priority for 
both our peace offi-
cers and the RCMP to 
be in our school and 
park zones,” respond-
ed Hardman. He added 
that they are also look-
ing into a new pro-
gram. “We are looking 
at introducing a more 
heightened program 
with our municipal en-
forcement, where it is 
more targeted- based. 
So, that is coming, it’s 
just not in place yet,” 
said Hardman.

More than 800 speeding tickets 
issued in school and park zones

The PressThe Press
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ADOPTABLE
WHITECOURT

ANIMALS

Meet 
Maverick

To learn more or book a 
meet-and-greet, call 
Whitecourt Pound at:
�� 780-778-5767

his sweet boy loves attention, 
belly rubs, and being by your 
side. He appears calm around 
other dogs and has a playful, 

a�ectionate personality.

Maverick is up to date on 
vaccinations 

and awaiting neuter 
surgery. Applications 

are being 
accepted now.

Maverick is a 
handsome 
one-year-old 
Rottweiler/
German Shepherd 
cross looking for 
his forever home. 

www.whitecourtpress.com

In recognition of 
Rural Health Week, 
Whitecourt’s 
Health 
Professional 
Attraction 
and Retention 
Committee 
delivered 
appreciation 
baskets to local 
healthcare 
professionals last 
week, thanking 
them for their 
dedication to the 
community.

Town of Whitecourt photosTown of Whitecourt photos
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STOREWIDE UP TO

5012 50th Avenue, Whitecourt

(NOT INCLUDING REPAIRS, SPECIAL ORDERS,
OR PREVIOUSLY DISCOUNTED ITEMS)

5050SaleSO LET’S HAVE ASO LET’S HAVE ASO LET’S HAVE ASO LET’S HAVE A

AFTER 15 YEARS IN BUSINESS.. .  
. . . IT’S TIME FOR RENOVATIONS!

from June 1 – June 27th

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Current opportunities are posted on the Town’s website and when required, opportunities are posted on purchasingconnection.ca.  Currently, Whitecourt has the following 
opportunities:

• 2026-05-07: Transit Stop Enhancement Program.  Closes: June 5, 2026 at 2:00pm
• 2026-05-20: Whitecourt Landfi ll Cell 2B Expansion. Closes: June 10, 2026 at 2:00pm

For further details on any of these opportunities visit www.whitecourt.ca and search the project title.

NOTICE OF DECISION
The following decision was made by the Municipal Planning Commission:

Application No. 26-057 – Discretionary Use Automotive Vehicle Repair and Service and Accessory Buildings (Shipping Containers) – 4125 41 Avenue - Approved with conditions.

Date of Decision:  May 28, 2026  Appeal Closes at 4:00pm:  June 18, 2026

An Appeal of the above decision(s) may be made by submitting a written appeal and appeal fee ($315) to the Offi ce of the Secretary of the Subdivision and Development Appeal 
Board, Town of Whitecourt Administration Building, Box 509, Whitecourt, Alberta, T7S 1N6 prior to 4:00pm on the above noted date.  Any person(s) affected by the said proposal(s), 
has the right to appeal prior to the above date.

The PressThe Press
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Technology may give 
wildfire crews a powerful 

new advantage

| By Serena Lapointe
The West Yellow-

head riding, which 
MLA Martin Long, 
Minister of Infrastruc-
ture, represents, has 
experienced several 
large wildfire emer-
gencies over the last 
six years, including 
the catastrophic fire in 
Jasper in 2024, as well 
as large-scale evacua-
tions in Edson and Fox 
Creek in 2023. These 
evacuations left much 
of the municipalities 
temporarily deserted as 
residents fled menac-
ing, approaching fires. 
In Edson, the fire be-
haviour was reported 
to be highly aggressive, 
travelling over 30 ki-
lometres in one day, 
and growing to over 
200,000 hectares be-
fore it was reigned in by 
relentlessly hardwork-
ing crews. Fires were 
also battled around 
Peers, Mercoal, Robb 
and several areas with-
in Woodlands County, 
to name just a few.

In an interview with 
The Press, MLA Long 
said facing a wildfire 
emergency isn’t some-
thing anyone can truly 
be prepared for. “I’ve 
had to see families go 
through, not only the 
uncertainty, but the 
inevitable tragedy of 

wildfire for several 
years now. As a repre-
sentative of our area, I 
don’t think it’s some-
thing that anyone can 
truly prepare for, not 
only the circumstance 
but also the aftereffects 
of it.”

Long recently joined 
families in Woodlands 
County, sharing a feel-
ing of helplessness 
as a fire burned close 
to homes in the West 
Ridge subdivision. On 
Monday, May 11, resi-
dents in direct proxim-
ity were told to pack 
up and get out, with 
those just outside the 
zone told to be ready 
to leave at a moment's 
notice. For Long and 
many other families 
who were not in the 
zone being evacuat-
ed, but nearby, all they 
could do was watch, be 
ready, and say a little 
prayer for their impact-
ed neighbours. Having 
spoken to many who 
have been impacted by 
wildfire, MLA Long 
said he knows that the 
aftereffects from deal-
ing with something 
so traumatic can be 
long-lasting. “First and 
foremost, my thoughts 
go to the families who 
lost in this fire, and 
the ones who were im-
pacted beyond loss, 

because I know that it 
will have an impact on 
them regardless.” His 
home was just a few 
miles away, making 
it all the more real for 
him. “I was away at 
work while my family 
was at home. It came 
with a bit of a sense 
of helplessness given 
the circumstance,” said 
Long.

He credited the ded-
icated work of crews 
for getting things under 
control. “Number one, 
I would like to thank 
the firefighters, first 
responders and com-
munity members who 
all took part in help-
ing.” He also credited 
the municipality for 
being firesmart-mind-
ed, something that the 
Town of Whitecourt is 
also heavily focused 
on. “I would like to 
commend Woodlands 
County for being proac-
tive in introducing their 
firesmart actions. We 
are one of the leading 
regions in the province 
for that, and I do com-
mend the leadership for 
taking those actions,” 
said MLA Long.

Changes to how the 
province attacks wild-
fires, especially those 
in close proximity to 
municipalities, seemed 
to be visible in the fight 

against the West Ridge 
fire, named Wildfire 
WWF017, with bomb-
ers lined up drop-
ping consistently and 
fast-moving activity 
on the ground. “I have 
personally been at ta-
bles with the Minister 
of Forestry & Parks, 
who is responsible for 
Alberta Wildfire and 
have seen some dras-
tic changes that have 
been taken over the last 
number of years where 
they have a real focus 
on hitting a fire as hard 
as they possibly can, as 
early as they possibly 
can,” he explained.

“I had folks reaching 
out to me who were re-
ally pleased to see the 
reaction. I believe there 
were three helicopters 
and four bombers on 
it very quickly. It grew 
quite a bit, but within 
three days, they had the 
containment lines all in 
place. I know that resi-
dents were able to start 
moving in relatively 
quickly,” said Long.

Another aspect that 
he said was nice to hear 
feedback on was how 
the flow of communica-
tion was passed to resi-
dents. “I heard locally 
that the communication 
was way better, which 
is something that has 
been a major focus for 

the Minister of Forestry 
and Parks, but also the 
Municipal Affairs Min-
ister as well.”

Long said as part 
of building up the 
province’s resiliency 
against wildfires, new 
water bombers will be 
added to the fleet start-
ing in 2031. “Our gov-
ernment is investing 
today for here and now, 
but also the future. We 
did recently announce 
that we’ve secured a 
contract with De Havil-
land to produce five 
Canadair water bomb-
ers by 2033.”

The Canadair 515 
amphibious water 
bomber is known as 
a super scooper, with 
the capability of re-
filling its water tanks 
in twelve seconds on 
lakes and rivers. Each 
aircraft can carry 6,137 
litres of water and has a 
top speed of 330km/h. 
The addition of five 
planes more than dou-
bles the province’s 
current fleet of four 
Canadair De Havilland 
CL-215T "skimmer" 
aircraft. The province 
also has 19 contracted 
water bombers that it 
uses. The cost for five 
bombers is $400 mil-
lion.

Alberta isn’t the 
only province with the 
Canadair 515 on their 
shopping list. Manito-
ba recently purchased 
three of its own. The 
CL-215T’s that the 
province of Alberta 
currently flies, and that 
helped douse the fire in 
the West Ridge subdi-
vision, were built in the 
80s and are still going 
strong. MLA Long said 
the purchase was about 
planning for the future 
needs of the province 
and being ready. Al-
berta’s and Manitoba’s 
planes will be built at 
the new state-of-the-
art De Havilland pro-
duction line facility 
in Wheatland County, 
near Calgary, slated to 
open in 2028.

MLA Long said he 
recently got to see and 
learn about new tech-
nology being used to 
help strengthen fire-

fighting efforts while 
attending an announce-
ment about a new Mu-
tual Aid Incentive Pilot, 
which offers munici-
palities up to $125,000 
to support wildfire re-
sponse, encouraging 
earlier mutual aid re-
quests for a crisis like 
the recent one near 
Whitecourt.

“On that tour, I got 
to see things like an 
AI camera that has 
been installed on the 
front of some of the 
firefighting aircraft, 
so they can learn from 
fire behaviour today, to 
help plan better for fire 
behaviour moving for-
ward. It’s just remark-
able to see that kind of 
technology exists, and 
that our government 
is investing in procur-
ing it so we can benefit 
from the knowledge,” 
explained MLA Long.

He also added that 
the province has built a 
safeguard into the cur-
rent budget. “We have 
a two-billion-dollar 
contingency fund built 
into our budget this 
year for dealing with 
fires and floods. This 
way, we aren’t saying 
“oopsie” after the fact, 
and that we didn’t pre-
pare. Instead, we’re ac-
tually preparing for that 
ahead of time, because 
we believe that’s the re-
sponsible thing for the 
government to do.”

New AI-based technology could help build a stronger wildfire defence by learning 
about fire behaviours. Minister of Infrastructure and West Yellowhead MLA Martin 
Long recently spoke about the new tech, as well as a big purchase that will help 
strengthen Alberta’s fight against wildfires. Pictured are Minister of Infrastructure, 
and West Yellowhead MLA Martin Long (left).
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Funding approved for fibre internet 
expansion across Woodlands County

Albertans now have access to  
non-surgical treatment for obesity 

From left to right: Alison Nielsen, Bo Langley, Curtis Brownlee 
(Owner and Operator of Whitecourt Communications), 
Woodlands County Reeve Dave Kusch, Alejandro Brownlee, 
and Yomi Brownlee stand in front of the Whitecourt 
Communications office. 

By Haylee 
Winger

More than 470 house-
holds in Woodlands 
County are expected to 
benefit from expanded 
access to fibre-optic 
internet service follow-
ing a major funding an-
nouncement involving 
local telecommunica-
tions provider White-
court Communications.

The company has 
been awarded $16.5 
million through the 
Universal Broadband 
Fund Plus (UBFP), a 
joint initiative funded 
equally by the federal 
and provincial govern-
ments. The funding will 
support the expansion 
of fibre-optic broad-
band infrastructure to 
identified households 
throughout the county.

The project is part of 
Alberta's broader ef-
fort to improve internet 

connectivity in rural ar-
eas through the Alber-
ta Broadband Fund, a 
$100 million provincial 
program that supports 
the Alberta Broadband 
Strategy. The initiative 
aims to ensure rural, 
remote and Indigenous 
households across the 
province have access 
to internet speeds of at 
least 50 Mbps down-
load and 10 Mbps up-
load by the end of the 
2026-27 fiscal year.

Whitecourt Com-
munications co-owner 
Curtis Brownlee said 
the funding will help 
the company continue 
providing telecommu-
nications services to 
the region.

“Having been in 
business for more than 
50 years, including 30 
years in Whitecourt, 
we’re proud to deliver 
reliable telecommuni-
cations services to our 
community,” Brownlee 
said. “This funding al-

lows us to extend sus-
tainable, long-term in-
ternet infrastructure to 
even more residents.”

Woodlands County 
Reeve Dave Kusch de-
scribed the project as an 
important step toward 
achieving a long-stand-
ing goal of council.

“It’s been a long-
term goal of Wood-
lands County Council 
to bring critical internet 
infrastructure to all our 
residents,” Kusch said. 
“This funding and part-
nership with White-
court Communications 
is a major milestone in 
achieving that objec-
tive.”

Residents who wish 
to learn more about the 
project or determine 
whether their proper-
ty is included in the 
planned expansion area 
are encouraged to con-
tact Whitecourt Com-
munications directly 
regarding eligibility 
and service availability.

| AHS Release
Albertans now have 

access to non-surgi-
cal treatment for obe-
sity — a minimally 
invasive weight-loss 
procedure performed 
by bariatric surgery 
and gastroenterology 
teams at the Royal Al-
exandra Hospital.

Endoscopic sleeve 
gastroplasty (ESG) re-
duces the stomach size 
by suturing it internal-
ly. The surgical team 
inserts a thin flexi-
ble tube with a cam-
era down the mouth 
to reach the stomach. 
They then use tools 
through the endoscope 
to stitch the stomach 
from the inside to re-
duce the size of the 
organ. The procedure 
typically takes about 
90 minutes.

 “This procedure is 
a significant advance-
ment in the field of 
weight-loss surgery, 
especially for patients 
who don't qualify for 
traditional bariatric 
surgery or prefer a less 
invasive option,” says

Dr. Noah Switzer, 
upper gastrointestinal 
and bariatric surgeon. 
“Rather than having 
a complex surgery re-
quiring extensive re-
covery, patients have 
access to technology 
that requires no cuts 
or incisions that allows 
them to go home the 
same or next day.”

For years, Mary-Ann 
Thurber felt hesitant 
about the risks asso-
ciated with bariatric 
surgery as a long-
term weight manage-
ment treatment. The 
65-year-old patient in 
the Edmonton Adult 
Bariatric Specialty 
Surgery Clinic at the 
hospital found short-
term success with 
appetite suppression 
medication. She was 
offered the new proce-
dure as an alternative 
treatment option.

“Since having the 
procedure in February, 
I am sleeping better, I 
have more energy and 
ultimately feel better 
equipped and moti-
vated to manage my 

weight without the 
help of appetite sup-
pression medication,” 
says Thurber. “I’m so 
grateful this option 
was available for me in 
Edmonton.”

Like bariatric sur-
gery, the new proce-
dure makes patients 
feel full with less food, 
leading to weight loss 
and improvement in 
weight-related condi-
tions such as diabetes, 
high blood pressure 
and sleep apnea.

“Unlike a laparo-
scopic sleeve gastrec-
tomy, where upwards 
of 80 per cent of the 
stomach is removed, 
ESG uses an endo-
scopic suturing device 
to fold and stitch the 
stomach tissue into a 
smaller shape, keep-
ing the entire organ in 
place,” says Dr. Kirles 
Bishay, gastroenterol-
ogist at the hospital. 
“Thanks to new tech-
nology, we can reduce 
the size of the stomach 
without removing any 
part of the stomach, 
meaning ESG patients 

have a lower risk of 
surgery and quicker re-
covery.”

Thurber stopped tak-
ing her appetite sup-
pression medication 
shortly before the ESG 
procedure and is ex-
pected to continue to 
see some weight loss 
post-procedure, with-
out the ongoing sup-
port of medication.

In the past five years, 
more patients are 
finding success with 
weight management 
with the increase of 
glucagon-like pep-
tide-1 (GLP-1) pre-
scribed medications on 
the market; however, 
stopping the medica-
tion can often lead to 
weight regain.

“There are benefits 
and risks associat-
ed with any medica-
tion,” says Dr. Switzer. 
“ESG should help get 
patients off lifetime 
weight management 
medication and give 
them a sustainable tool 
to achieve better health 
and weight outcomes.” 

The endoscopic de-

vice, which allows 
surgeons to suture the 
stomach from the in-
side, was approved by 
Health Canada in Feb-
ruary 2024. The en-
doscopic procedure is 
jointly performed by a 
surgeon and gastroen-
terologist through the 
Edmonton Adult Bar-
iatric Specialty Sur-
gery Clinic at the Roy-
al Alex, which is the 
only facility in Alberta 
where the procedure is 
performed. Since first 
performing the pro-
cedure in December, 
the team has complet-
ed eight procedures, 
making the Royal Alex 
now home to the larg-
est ESG program in 
Western Canada.

A referral to the Ed-
monton Adult Bariat-
ric Specialty Surgery 
Clinic at the Royal 
Alex by a physician, 
nurse practitioner, or 
specialist is required 
for adults who struggle 
with obesity and meet 
clinic criteria. This 
clinic is a bariatric 
surgical clinic only. In 

preparing for bariatric 
surgery, medical and 
psychological inter-
ventions are provided 
to patients to ensure 
they are successful 
pre- and post-surgery.

Alberta Health Ser-
vices provides a range 
of healthcare services 
for more than five 
million adults and 
children living in Al-
berta. Our mission is 
to provide excellent, 
patient-focused health-
care that is accessible 
and sustainable for all 
Albertans. Our current 
focus is on reducing 
emergency department 
wait times, increasing 
access to surgeries, 
and improving patient 
flow.

Woodlands County photo  Woodlands County photo  
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northernlightsfiber.ca/WHITECOURT

Don’t miss out. scan now 
to be first in line for fiber 
and get exclusive offers.

MORE RELIABLE
INTERNET
IS COMING TO WHITECOURT
You Deserve Better Than “Good Enough” Internet

THINK YOUR INTERNET IS THE 
FASTEST IN WHITECOURT?
COMPARE IT TO OUR 2.5G.
WE DARE YOU!

100% FIBER
With more devices in every home 
from smart systems and security 
to streaming tv, gaming, and 
downloads - your internet just needs 
to keep up. 

Experience the Difference with

Whitecourt representatives pose for a photo during the 2026 Whitecourt Trade Fair, held May 
23 and 24 and hosted by the Whitecourt & District Chamber of Commerce. The annual event 
featured local businesses, organizations and community programs from across the region.  Town of Whitecourt photoTown of Whitecourt photo
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Selling Farm Land, It’s All We Do

British Columbia | Alberta | Saskatchewan | Manitoba | Ontario

�  info@clhbid.com

� 1 866 263 7480

 Ready To Go

141 Acres For Sale

 June 25, 2026 from 9-10am   Green Court, AB

Whitecourt RCMP report 181 calls over two weeks
| By Haylee Winger

Between May 14 and 
May 28, Whitecourt 
RCMP responded to 
181 calls for service 
throughout the com-
munity. The most fre-
quent incidents report-

ed during the two-week 
period included well-
ness checks, traffic col-
lisions and traffic-relat-
ed offences, suspicious 
persons, and breaches 
of the peace.

Officers contin-

ued proactive patrols 
in areas identified by 
residents through the 
Community Priorities 
Plan Survey, focusing 
enforcement and vis-
ibility efforts where 
community concerns 

Whitecourt RCMP photoWhitecourt RCMP photo

Our newspaper 
connects your 

business directly 
with engaged 

readers—and every 
print ad is also 

posted online for 
added exposure.added exposure.

Support local. Advertise 
local. Grow local. 

For all of your advertising needs, 
contact Haylee at 

thepresswtc@gmail.com
Let’s make your business shine.

Two young participants work on pottery projects during a 
recent session at Just Peachy Arts & Crafts. The hands-on 
activity provided an opportunity for children to express their 
creativity while learning basic pottery techniques in a fun and 
engaging setting.

Thu., June 4
Light rain

60%
18ºC
8ºC

SE 11 km/h
2-4mm

 Sun., June 7
Thunderstorms

60%
16ºC
7ºC

W 31 km/h
2-4mm

Fri., June 5
Cloudy with sunny breaks

30%
17ºC
8ºC

W 15 km/h
<1mm

Fri., June 6
Chance of showers

40%
17ºC
8ºC

S 14 km/h
1-3mm

Wed., June 3
Cloudy
30%
14ºC
8ºC

SE 13 km/h
-

have been raised.
The detachment re-

mained active in local 
community events and 
outreach initiatives. 
Members participated 
in a "Paint the Police 
Car" event at École 
St. Anne School and 
welcomed kindergar-
ten students from the 
school for a tour of the 
detachment. Regular 
visits to local schools 

and businesses also 
continued.

On May 27, Cpl. 
Martin Lajeunesse took 
part in the Whitecourt 
& District Chamber of 
Commerce Fresh Com-
munity Market fund-
raiser, volunteering for 
the event's dunk tank 
attraction.

The Whitecourt 
RCMP also expressed 
appreciation to resi-

dents for their cooper-
ation during the recent 
wildfire situation and 
extended thanks to the 
many first responders 
who assisted in sup-
porting and protecting 
the community.

For emergencies, res-
idents are reminded to 
call 911. Non-emergen-
cy police matters can 
be reported by calling 
310-RCMP (7267).

The PressThe Press



The PressThe Press10 Wednesday, June 3, 2026 www.whitecourtpress.com PAGE

Several local businesses are sporting new flower boxes this summer thanks to CANFOR, which built and donated the boxes as a 
community project. The flowers pictured are at Spruce View Lodge, where residents and staff are enjoying the colorful addition.
As you're out and about, keep an eye out for the flower boxes and the colorful blooms they hold. It's a simple addition that's 
helping brighten up storefronts around town.

Students from Hilltop High visited Pat Hardy School last week, 
spending time with kindergarten students during their visit.

Canfor donates flower boxes

Spruce View Lodge photosSpruce View Lodge photos

S C H O O L  N E W S

Pat Hardy School photosPat Hardy School photos

Three things to consider if 
you're caring for your parent

(NC) A parent’s ag-
ing can prompt difficult 
conversations around 
their independence and 
living situation. Through 
planning or just circum-
stance, you may also 
find yourself taking care 
of the person who used 
to take care of you. Here 
are a few things to con-
sider as you take on this 
new role:
1.	 This will be an ad-

justment for both 
of you. It may be 
difficult for you and 
your parent to adjust 
to this role reversal. 
Even if you’ve been 
independent for 
years, being your 
caregiver is still 
likely a significant 
part of your parent’s 
life experience. Be-
coming their care-
giver is a major life 
change and a rear-
rangement of your 

priorities. It’s a sac-
rifice, and it’s alright 
to acknowledge that 
to yourself.

For parents, adjusting 
to a loss of mobility or 
independence may not 
be easy. Everyday ac-
tions and activities that 
never used to take any 
thought might now be 
difficult. Some parents 
may feel embarrassed 
at needing help with 
things they’re used to 
doing on their own.
2.	 There’s help for you 

and your parent. 
You don’t have to 
do this alone. One 
option for support 
is engaging with an 
occupational thera-
pist. They’re health 
care professionals 
who work with you 
to help you and your 
parent develop new 
skills and ways of 
adapting to your 
environments and 
circumstances. In 
this province, they 
have professional 
standards they’re 
held to and must 
be licensed by the 
College of Occu-
pational Therapists 
of Ontario, a public 
resource that’s there 
for you and the one 
you’re caring for.

3.	 It’s important to 
practice self-care, 
too. Many people 
in the “sandwich 
generation,” caring 
for both their chil-
dren and parents, are 
under tremendous 
stress. Even if you 
don’t have children, 
caregiving still takes 
a great deal of time 
and effort, and can 
cause stress.

That’s why it’s im-
portant to look after 
yourself. By mak-
ing time for self-care, 
you’re able to better 
show up for your par-
ent. Consider taking 
advantage of available 
community and health 
resources to support 
your mental health and 
help you build strate-
gies to manage your 
multiple roles. It’s im-
portant to remember 
that this stage of life is a 
transition, not a decline. 
Feeling supported can 
make the transition eas-
ier. With some help to 
adapt their living space 
to their needs and devel-
op new skills, your par-
ent can keep doing the 
things they love. You 
can learn more about 
how a licensed occupa-
tional therapist can help 
at coto.org/ot.
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Dollar Values as of June 3, 2026

One Canadian Dollar = 0.72 US Dollar
at an exchange rate of 0.725 (using nominal rate).

Money Matters

Waiting for the world to change? Takeaways 
from the 2026 ATB Business Summit 

| By Mark Parsons,  
ATB ECONOMICS 

ATB’s fifth annual 
Business Summit was 
held recently in Ed-
monton. The theme 
this year, Navigating 
a New Era: Resilience, 
Trade and the Alberta 
Advantage, provided 
fertile ground for an 
economic update to Al-
berta’s business lead-
ers. Sifting through the 
noise, the presentation 
took many turns, end-
ing with some cautious 
optimism. Here are the 
key takeaways.  

Surviving the 
shock

While preparing 
for the presentation, I 
couldn’t help but re-
flect on where we were 
this time last year; fac-
ing existential dread 
over sweeping U.S. 
tariffs. Today, the dust 
has settled into a new 
normal.

We at ATB Econom-
ics have discussed the 
‘rupture’ and ‘new 
world order’ at length 
over the past few 
months. From U.S. 
protectionism to the 
UAE exiting OPEC, 
nations are looking in-
ward. In the post-rup-
ture world, economic 
strength is being used 
by countries to exert 
force on others; geo-
politics are the central 

variable changing how 
countries organize 
trade. Equity markets 
have staged a post-tar-
iff comeback, fuelled 
by an AI boom that’s 
been driving the econ-
omy amid geopolitical 
turmoil. Even with the 
impact of the Iran war 
choking the Strait of 
Hormuz—which trans-
ports about a fifth of 
global oil and natural 
gas (and is also a key 
route for fertilizer)—
markets are signaling 
that the crisis will pass 
and the Strait will soon 
reopen.

Diagnosing the 
engine

Looking under the 
hood of the national 
economy tells a deep-
er story. Over the last 
decade, Canada's real 
GDP per capita has 
struggled to grow. 
Consumer and gov-
ernment spending 
have carried the load, 
while private business 
investment and inter-
national exports have 
lagged behind.

The Bank of Can-
ada cannot save the 
consumer this time 
with ultra-low inter-
est rates. Driven by 
war and global sup-
ply shocks, the Bank’s 
Governing Council 
will look through 
short-term spikes in 

gasoline, diesel and 
fertilizer costs, but 
will not let high pric-
es persist. The policy 
interest rate is fore-
cast to hold steady at 
2.25% this year, but 
risks are tilted to high-
er (not lower) rates if 
energy costs remain 
elevated and feed 
through the broader 
basket of goods and 
services we purchase 
every day.

This malaise affects 
everyday lives: an 
overwhelming 66% of 
Canadians cite the ris-
ing cost of living as one 
of the most important 
issues facing Canada. 
The affordability crisis 
is reshaping society—
the share of young 
adults living with their 
parents has been rising, 
especially in expensive 
housing markets.

The CUSMA 
reality check

As part of the Sum-
mit’s panel on trade, 
Adam Legge (Busi-
ness Council of Alber-
ta) and Theo Argitis 
(Business Council of 
Canada) emphasized 
that this era of uncer-
tainty requires corpo-
rate planning to build 
structural resilience. 
Argitis highlighted 
that supply chains are 
shifting away from 
vulnerable ‘just-in-

time’ systems, pushing 
commercial invento-
ries to their highest 
levels since the 1990s 
as a hedge against 
global shocks.

Regarding the man-
datory July 1st CUS-
MA review milestone, 
both panelists urged 
business leaders to 
tune out the political 
theatre, and keep in 
mind that even if a deal 
isn’t reached on July 
1, our existing trade 
agreement won’t fall 
apart.

Given the uneven 
nature of U.S. tariffs 
across industries, the 
key will be presenting 
a united front while 
addressing regional 
grievances. For exam-
ple, Ontario and Que-
bec will be looking for 
the reduction or elim-
ination of aluminum 
and steel tariffs. While 
Alberta is relative-
ly insulated given its 
composition of exports 
(primarily energy), it 
will join other prov-
inces in looking to pre-
serve its exemptions 
on CUSMA compliant 
goods. Rather than ex-
pecting friction-free 
access, the true path 
forward requires Can-
ada to aggressively 
market its assets while 
patiently courting for-
eign capital to build 
connections to global 

buyers.

Seizing the 
opportunity

We cannot sit back 
and wait for the world 
to change. Our depen-
dence on sending trade 
south leaves us at the 
mercy of U.S. politics. 
Prime Minister Mark 
Carney has announced 
a goal to double Can-
ada's non-U.S. exports 
over the next decade, 
expanding our global 
trade footprint.

To get there, we can 
leverage structural ad-
vantages, such as:
•	 Global Energy In-

frastructure: We 
have proven that we 
can build big things. 
The completion of 
the Trans Mountain 
expansion (TMX) 
sent oil exports to 
Asia on a hock-
ey-stick surge from 
near-zero in 2023 to 
$9 billion last year. 
Similar structural 
liftoffs are visible 
at the Ridley Island 
Propane Export 
Terminal and LNG 
Canada Phase 1.

•	 AI Infrastructure: 
Private construction 
of U.S. data centres 
is accelerating at 
a historic annual 
rate exceeding $45 
billion. AI requires 
immense baseload 
power, positioning 

Western Canada—
with its vast nat-
ural gas reserves 
and world-class AI 
research— in the 
middle of this wave.

•	 Agri-Food and 
Tourism: Alberta 
is transforming raw 
commodities into 
high-value revenue. 
Private footprints 
like McCain's man-
ufacturing build-
outs are making Al-
berta a processing 
hub, while Canada 
offers water advan-
tages as drought 
concerns mount. 
Simultaneously, in-
ternational tourism 
is taking flight as a 
service export, un-
locked by expanded 
global airport ca-
pacity.

Now what?
The upside in our 

economic forecast 
doesn't come from 
hoping that the exter-
nal geopolitical cha-
os resolves itself. It 
comes from within 
Canada's borders.

If we take advantage 
of the opportunities in 
front of us—stream-
lining regulation, 
building critical infra-
structure, and driving 
i n v e s t m e n t — w e ’ l l 
finally put running 
shoes on and chart a 
new path forward.

The PressThe Press
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DAVE 
KUSCH

Reeve, Division 1 – Anselmo
dave.kusch@woodlands.ab.ca

780-778-9337

PATRICIA 
MACNEIL

Councillor, Division 2 -  
Whitecourt West

patricia.macneil@woodlands.ab.ca
780-268-3000

ALAN 
DEANE

Councillor, Division 3 -  
Whitecourt Central

alan.deane@woodlands.ab.ca
780-778-0894

KAREN 
ST. MARTIN

Councillor, Division 4 -  
Whitecourt East

karen.stmartin@woodlands.ab.ca
780-778-0822

JENNA 
WRIGHT
Councillor, Division 5 -  

Blue Ridge
jenna.wright@woodlands.ab.ca 

780-779-6765

PETER 
KUELKEN

Councillor, Division 6 - Goose Lake / 
Freeman River

peter.kuelken@woodlands.ab.ca 
780-284-2425

BENNY 
WHITTEN

Councillor, Division 7 -  
Fort Assiniboine / Timeu

benny.whitten@woodlands.ab.ca 
780-305-4655

www.woodlands.ab.ca

780-778-8400 
1-888-870-6315

admin@woodlands.ab.ca 
1 Woodlands Lane, 

Whitecourt, 
AB T7S 1N3 

WE’RE HIRING: 

AG PIONEER NOMINATIONS RURAL BEAUTIFICATION NOMINATIONS

UPCOMING WOODLANDS  
COUNTY COMMITTEE MEETINGS

HAMLET HYDRANT FLUSHING – JUNE 8-29

Residents of Fort Assiniboine & Blue Ridge, it’s time for spring clean-up!

County crews will be collecting items placed at your regular household garbage collection 
point during Hamlet Clean Up Week.

Accepted items include:
• Household waste
• Yard waste
• “White” metals (small appliances, washers, dryers, BBQs, small fridges & freezers)

Please note:
• No vehicles or vehicle parts
• No large demolition or construction debris
• No items requiring a loader or crane
• Crews will not enter yards to collect items

For more information, please call 780-778-8400.

Please note, this event coincides with the Whitecourt Regional Landfill Clean Up Week. For 
more information on that free event, please visit: https://woodlands.ab.ca/p/regional-landfill

Woodlands County has exciting opportunities!
• Financial Analyst – Corporate Services
• Intern & Practicum Opportunities (General)

For more information and to apply, scan the QR Code, or go to: 
woodlands.ab.ca/p/careers

Local work. Good people. Let’s talk. 

Woodlands County Agriculture Services Board (ASB) would like to recognize  
individuals with a long-term commitment to agriculture - our Ag Pioneers!

Nominations are now being accepted for this prestigious award. Awards will be presented at 
the Annual Agriculture Services Supper.

Please submit a nomination letter briefly outlining qualifications based on the following 
eligibility criteria:

• Nominees must have resided and actively farmed in Woodlands County for a mini-
mum of thirty (30) years.

• Nominees must be a minimum of 60 years of age. 
• Priority will be given to individuals who currently reside in Woodlands County. 
• Nominations will be accepted from family members, members of the public and 

Agriculture Services Board members. Individuals may also apply.

Nominations may be submitted by mail to: Woodlands County, Box 33, Fort Assiniboine, AB. 
T0G 1A0 Attn: Manager, Ag Services 

Or e-mail: agservices@woodlands.ab.ca

NOMINATION DEADLINE IS JULY 31, 2026

Woodlands County Agriculture Services Board (ASB) would like to recognize individu-
als who take pride in their property!

The Rural Beautification Awards recognize individuals who, through yard maintenance and 
property beautification, foster civic pride, environmental awareness, and municipal beautifi-
cation.

Nominating someone is a great way to acknowledge the countless hours spent landscaping, 
maintaining, and enhancing a valued part of our County.

One agricultural and one non-agricultural recipient will be selected from each County Divi-
sion. Awards will be presented at the Annual Agriculture Services Supper.

Nomination forms are available at both County offices and online at  
www.woodlands.ab.ca.

Nominations must include two photographs of the nominated property.

Submit your nomination forms: 

Emailed to: agservices@woodlands.ab.ca Dropped off at either County office.

Or mailed to: Woodlands County, Box 33, Fort Assiniboine, AB. T0G 1A0 Attn: Manager, Ag 
Services 

NOMINATION DEADLINE IS JULY 31, 2026

The following is a list of upcoming Woodlands County Committee Meetings:
• Governance & Priorities Committee Meeting – June 10 at 5:00 p.m.
• Community Services Committee Meeting – June 11at 5:30 p.m.
• Economic Development Committee Meeting – June 23 at 1:00 p.m.

JOIN US! All Committee Meetings are open to the 
public. All meetings are held at the Woodlands 
County Administration Building at #1 Woodlands 
Lane, Whitecourt, unless otherwise posted.

Access meeting schedules, agenda packages, min-
utes, and more by scanning the QR Code  
or going to our CivicWeb Portal: woodlands.
civicweb.net/Portal/

Why is hydrant flushing happening? Each spring, municipalities flush hydrants as part of 
routine water system maintenance.

• Remove Sediment Buildup
• Improve Water Quality
• Ensure Emergency Readiness
• Preventive System Maintenance 

During flushing, some residents may notice temporary discoloured water or lower water 
pressure. If this occurs, run your cold water tap for several minutes until the water clears.

This flushing process will take approximately 3 weeks to complete. Thank you for your 
patience while we perform this important maintenance.

For more information, call 780-778-8400.
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Legal  Description Development Permit 
Application Number Proposal

NW 27-61-08-W5M LOT A 
BLOCK 3 PLAN 3557NY

26-DP-046 Accessory Use Structure 

DISCRETIONARY USE
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT APPLICATION

WOODLANDS COUNTY BENEFITS PROGRAM – 
IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES

2026 PROPERTY TAX PAYMENT  
DEADLINE JUNE 30

Woodlands County Land Use Bylaw provides opportunity for any person who may 
have comments on the proposed development to deliver to the Development Of-
ficer, a written statement of their concerns indicating: their full name and address 
and the reasons for their comments to the proposed use. 

If you have any comment or concern regarding this proposal you may provide 
a written statement via email to planning@woodlands.ab.ca prior to 4:30 p.m., 
June 11, 2026. The Development Authority will be making a decision on the 
following development permit applications following this deadline.

Comments received will be taken into consideration by the Development  
Authority.

HEALTH-RELATED TRAVEL COSTS REIMBURSEMENT: Deadline June 30, 2026
Please submit your reimbursement applications for any health-related travel costs 
incurred from January 1, 2026, to June 30, 2026, by June 30, 2026. (This is the 
primary intake period. Applications are processed twice per year following each 
intake period.)

PROPERTY TAX REBATE: Starting July 1, 2026. 
Property owners can apply to receive a flat rebate of $150.00. 

For full program details and forms, visit woodlands.ab.ca/p/benefits-program, or 
call Community Services at 780-778-8400.

ABOUT THE BENEFITS PROGRAM:
Woodlands County’s Benefits Program helps eligible low-income, senior, or dis-
abled residents by offering the following:

• Health-related travel cost reimbursement: $0.50/km, up to $300 per 
person, per year.

• Property tax rebate: $150 flat rebate if you own your own home.
• Up to 3 free snowplow flags per residence.

2026 Property Tax Notices were mailed on Friday, May 15, and payments are due 
June 30.

For more information about taxes, payments, assessments, and reviews, please 
visit https://woodlands.ab.ca/p/corporate-services, or call 780-778-8400

Information regarding this application may be obtained by inquiring prior to 4:30 
p.m., June 4, 2026.

Contact: planning@woodlands.ab.ca
 Woodlands County,  Box 60, #1 Woodlands Lane, Whitecourt  
 AB T7S 1N3, Telephone: 780-778-8400, Toll-Free: 1-888-870-6315

Woodlands County is exploring the potential development of a Shelterbelt Pro-
gram to support agricultural producers and rural landowners. Shelterbelts can help 
reduce wind erosion, manage snow, improve soil health, and enhance wildlife habitat.

Your feedback will help shape program design, funding, 
and services to best meet local needs.

Access the survey by scanning the QR code or go to:  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/L3SHLMV

This survey will take approximately 5–7 minutes to  
complete. All responses are confidential.

Shift Incentive for Overnights

LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT
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READERS
N O T I C E  T O  

Please note that we will not 
be publishing our July 1st 

edition this year due to the 
Canada Day holiday.

Our next regular edition will 
resume the following week.

— Management & Staff

The PressThe Press
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Odds of a child becoming 
a top fashion designer: 1 in 7,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed
with autism: 1 in 110

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autisms peaks.org

Some signs to look for:

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

© 2010 Autism Speaks Inc. “Autism Speaks” and “It’s Time To Listen” & design are trademarks owned by Autism Speaks Inc. All rights reserved.

Coming Events
FIREARMS WANTED 
FOR OUR 2026 AUC-
TION PROGRAM: 
Firearms, Ammunition, 
Accessories, or Militaria. 
Collections, Estates or 
single items. For Auction, 
or Possible Purchase: 
Contact us: 1-800-694-
2609, Email: sales@
switzersauction.com or 
Visit us @ www.switzer-
sauction.com for Auction 
Dates & Details.

Feed and Seed
FORAGE SEED FOR 
SALE: Organic & 
conventional: Sweet 
Clover, Alfalfa, Red 
Clover, Smooth Brome, 
Meadow Brome, Crested 
Wheatgrass, Timothy, 
etc. Free Delivery! 
Birch Rose Acres Ltd. 
306-921-9942.

For Sale
WHITE SPRUCE 
TREES: 5’ average $50. 
Installation ONLY $19. 
Includes: hole augered, 
Wurzel Dip enzyme 
injection, bark mulch 
application, staking. 
Minimum order 25. 
One-time fuel charge: 
$150 - 300. Crystal 
Springs. 403-820-0961. 
Quality guaranteed. al-
bertasprucetrees.com.

Health
BLANKET THE PROV-
INCE with a classified 
ad. Only $269/wk 
(based on 25 words or 
less). Reach 75 weekly 
newspapers. Call NOW 
for details. 1-800-282-
6903; www.awna.com; 
email classifieds@awna.
com.

Household Items
PROMOTE YOUR MES-
SAGE THROUGHOUT 
Alberta. The Blanket 
Classifieds or Value Ads 
connect with more than 
400,000 readers in the 
province each week. 
Choose from three pack-
ages beginning at $269, 
$299 or $599 to share 
your message in over 
70 Weekly Community 
Newspapers. Contact 
THIS NEWSPAPER today 
or email classifieds@
awna.com for more 

information. Call 1-800-
282-6903 or 780-434-
8746 or visit www.awna.
com.

Services
PRIVATE MORTGAGE 
LENDER. All real estate 
types considered. No 
credit checks done. 
Deal direct with lender 
and get quick approval. 
403-543-0927; www.
firstandsecondmortgag-
es.ca.

Travel
OSOYOOS LAKESHORE 
VILLA: Executive villa 
in Osoyoos, BC, breath-
taking lake views, just 
3 minutes from town. 
Vacation in Canada's 
warmest destination. Or 
warmer weather, two 
luxurious 5-star resort 
units in Phoenix, Arizo-
na. Doug 306-716-2671 
or visit osoyooslakevilla.
com.

Pictured from left are Woodlands County Reeve Dave Kusch, MLA Martin Long, 
and Whitecourt Mayor Ray Hiltz during a regional collaboration panel at the Alberta 
Chambers of Commerce AGM in Whitecourt. The discussion focused on the 
importance of municipalities, industry, and regional partners working together to 
support economic development, address challenges, and promote long-term growth 
across the region.

Woodlands County photo  Woodlands County photo  
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"Serving the community for over 30 years"
The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food  

in order to help families in need. 
Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm

Phone: 780-778-2341 Located within the Carlan  
Services Community Centre

Providing timely and 
easily accessible financial 

support for Whitecourt 
patients and their families 

who are dealing with a 
cancer diagnosis.

Kim Nendsa (President of Whitecourt  Cancer & Wellness Society)  
780-778-0932 Aimee Grierson 780-262-0222 https://wctcancerwellness.com/

Recover Out Loud
•	 Mondays are in person, at the Family Worship Center upstairs, and 

online (hybrid) at 7:30pm  
•	 Fridays 7:30pm at the Whitecourt Baptist Church in person only.

ZOOM ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude
Whitecourt Alcoholics 
Anonymous Group 

Support group on Tuesdays, February 17 to May 5.
Crossroads Community Church, 4719 44 Avenue

Mayerthorpe, Pre-registration is required 

Meetings are three times each week
• Monday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
• Wednesday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
• Friday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Located at the United Church Basement on Legion 
Street (formerly 5201 - 50 Street), Please Leave a Mes-
sage for Our AA member or Contact Addictions Helpline 
@1(866)332-2322

CALL Ruth  
780-674-7182

Your only LOCAL carrier serving the Community since 1950
Proud supporter of 

our local Organizations
780-778-2226

This page is sponsored by:

Woodlands County Council recap
| Press release

Council met with 
Transitional Solutions 
Inc. (TSI) regarding 
the Woodlands County 
Fire Services review in 
closed session. Council 
then directed Adminis-
tration to invite TSI to 
the August Governance 
& Priorities Commit-
tee meeting to discuss 
their report further. 
Karim Zariffa, Manag-
ing Director of Sustrio, 
and Chris O’Neil of 
Sustrio, presented the 
proposed West Coast 
Oil Pipeline (WCOP) 
project to Council. Al-
berta’s government is 
expected to submit a 
proposal for the project 
to the Major Projects 
Office by July 1, 2026. 
Council expressed its 
support for the WCOP 
project and directed 
Administration to pre-

pare a letter of support 
and to invite adjacent 
municipalities to en-
dorse the initiative by 
signing on to the letter. 
The presentation can be 
viewed on Woodlands 
County's YouTube 
channel at https://www.
youtube.com/@Wood-
lands-County. Regular 
Council Meeting, May 
21, 2026.

Council passed By-
law 643/26, being the 
Subdivision and Devel-
opment Appeal Board 
(SDAB) Amendment 
Bylaw. The amend-
ments in this Bylaw 
allow for the appoint-
ment of a Subdivision 
and Development Ap-
peal Board Clerk who 
is not an employee of 
Woodlands County, as 
well as a member of the 
Subdivision and Devel-
opment Appeal Board. 

Council appointed De-
nis Meier as a mem-
ber of the Subdivision 
Development Appeal 
Board. Denis Meier is 
a trained and certified 
SDAB Member with 
extensive experience in 
SDAB hearings. Coun-
cil directed Administra-
tion to investigate the 
option of an Intermu-
nicipal SDAB partner-
ship and report those 
results back to Coun-
cil at a future meet-
ing. Council referred 
Policy 6204, being the 
Relief Assistance for 
Catastrophic Events, to 
Administration and the 
Emergency Manage-
ment Committee for re-
view and recommend-
ed amendments, with 
the recommendations 
to come back to Coun-
cil in July 2026. Coun-
cil appointed Dawn 

Fortin, Shawna Banks, 
Shari Calahesin, and 
Charlie Brendzan as 
municipal inspectors 
under the Alberta Ag-
ricultural Pests Act and 
the Alberta Weed Con-
trol Act for Woodlands 
County for the 2026 
season.

Council approved 
the revised Northern 
Region Economic De-
velopment (NRED) 
Implementation Plan as 
presented, and autho-
rized Administration to 
submit the correspond-
ing NRED Change 
Order, as amended. 
Council also approved 
an increase to the 2026 
operating budget for 
the Economic Devel-
opment NRED Proj-
ect in the amount of 
$149,500, to be fund-
ed from previously re-
ceived grant revenues, 

and authorized Admin-
istration to apply any 
realized project savings 
toward completion of 
a regional workforce 
study within the ap-
proved funding enve-
lope. Council deferred 
the Host Delegation 
from the County Gov-
ernment of Tana River, 
Kenya, to a later date, 
pending additional in-
formation regarding 
visa approvals, final 
scheduling confirma-
tion, and budgeting 
amounts. The Q1 Op-
erating and Capital 
Variance Reports were 
presented to Council 
and received for infor-
mation.

Matthew Ferris, 
Chief Administrative 
Officer, presented a 
verbal update on the 
Woodlands County 
Strategic Plan. Council 

received that update for 
information and direct-
ed Administration to 
report back to Coun-
cil on the status of the 
draft for the 2026-2030 
Strategic Plan.
Upcoming scheduled 

meetings:
•	 Regular Council 

Meeting – Wednes-
day, June 3 @ 9:30 
a.m.

•	 Governance & Pri-
orities Committee 
Meeting – Wednes-
day, June 10 @ 5:00 
p.m.

Meetings are held 
in-person at the Wood-
lands County Munic-
ipal Office in White-
court and live-streamed 
on the Woodlands

County YouTube 
channel. Agenda pack-
ages are available on 
the Woodlands County 
CivicWeb Portal.

The PressThe Press
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Thank you to all those loving 
families who've adopted the 

pets at the Whitecourt Vet Clinic. 

Whitecourt Veterinary 
Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave

We're there 
where you need 

us most!

Providing Traffic 
Control and Piloting

Road Monitoring 
& Radar Services

Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties

780-865-5815

• Traffic Control 
Personnel

• Provide service for 
emergency lane or road 

closures
• Construction 
zzone set ups

DEBT PROBLEMS??? 
780-424-9944

FREE Consultation
www.DEBTFREE.ca

A.C. Waring 
& Associates Inc. 

 Licensed Insolvency Trustee 
Trustee in Bankruptcy

Foreclosure Fear?
Wage Garnishment?

Call Us.  Talk to Us.  We can help you NOW.

Bank Loan Recalled?
Mortgage/Rent Arrears?
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www.whitecourtpress.com

NEED HELP? CALL ANYTIME! (24-7)
• Mental Health Helpline 1-877-303-2642  

• Addiction Helpline 1-866-332-2322 • Health Link 811


