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Just a phone call 
away from your 

home buying and 
selling needs.

|By Serena Lapointe
If only Maureen 

Sauve, a Tim Hor-
tons franchise owner 
in Hamilton, Ontario, 
could’ve known that 
her idea to bake and 
sell special cookies in 
support of a commu-
nity project would one 
day become a source of 
pride across the coun-
try.

That’s the origin 
story of the Tim Hor-
ton’s Smile Cookie. In 
1996, Sauve initiated 

the first-ever fund-
raiser using the happy 
cookies to support the 
Hamilton Children’s 
Hospital, specifically a 
ward that was treating 
her daughter. Wanting 
to do something im-
pactful, she used what 
she knew, her Tim Hor-
ton’s franchise, and 
kick-started a move-
ment.

But it’s not just about 
the cookie. It’s about 
the franchise owners 
who invest time in sup-

porting causes in their 
own communities, the 
staff who help and en-
courage volunteers 
as they prep cookies, 
those who receive dol-
lars to support their 
programs and services, 
and the volunteers who 
show up and happily 
decorate hundreds of 
yummy cookies.

The Community 
Lunchbox (CLB) is in 
year two of receiving 

|By Serena Lapointe
Seventeen-year-old 

Finley Melnychuk has 
her sights set on the 
bright lights, big stag-
es and golden stars 
that come with a suc-
cessful career in the 
music industry, and 
she’s working hard to 
reach the goal. She’s 
been singing in the re-
gion at various events, 
including Party in the 

Park, building up her 
experience and shak-
ing off the nerves that 
inevitably come with 
the view from centre 
stage.

A few months back, 
Melnychuk was scroll-
ing on social media 
and caught a post from 
Big Valley Jambo-
ree, highlighting this 
year’s lineup. They 
were also advertising 

that submissions were 
open for the Youth Tal-
ent Showcase on the 
Horizon Stage, which 
stopped her in her 
tracks. “I was like, you 
can submit to be there? 
I thought they picked 
you for that. So, I sent 
it to my mom to show 
her. A week later, we 
sent an email with my 

continued on page 7

continued on page 2A local teenager’s dream is coming 
true in a big way this summer

Following a spur-of-the-moment submission to perform at 
one of the province’s  most popular outdoor concert series, a 
Whitecourt teenager has found herself heading to Camrose 
in August to sing a little ditty and make her dream come true.
Pictured is Finley holding up a sign at a Cameron Whitcomb 
concert, asking to be his future duet partner, another one of 
her dreams.

Well over 100 volunteer hours went into this year’s Smile Cookie 
Campaign, with dollars raised going to the Community Lunchbox 
Society. Each year, the campaign brings out the best in everyone 
because it’s hard to be anything but happy around a smiling 
cookie.

Smiling cookies, 
helpful volunteers, 
and dollars raised 
for a great cause
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A tray full of cookies ready to go out
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Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858

A locally owned and family operated 
newspaper serving Whitecourt

The Press is printed on high quality newsprint using 
vegetable based ink. We encourage you to share, save, 

reuse, rehash & recycle.

Published every wednesday
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Letter to the Editor policy
The Press welcomes readers to write letters to 

the Editor. A maximum of 300 words is 
preferred but not necessary. Letters must carry 

a first name or two initials with surname and 
include an address and daytime telephone 
number. All letters are subject to editing. 

Please email letters to wctpress@gmail.com.

The Alberta RCMP 
can confirm correspon-
dence from an individ-
ual associated to the 
Alberta NDP raising 
concerns about poten-
tial misuse of the pro-
vincial voter list main-
tained by Elections 
Alberta.

The RCMP has ini-

tiated an investigation 
and is working with 
other law enforcement 
partners in the prov-
ince to determine if any 
offence(s) have been 
committed respecting 
the dissemination or 
handling of the infor-
mation contained in the 
voter list.

Alberta RCMP confirming 
investigation into inappropriate 

dissemination of Elector List

the blessing that is the 
Smile Cookie Cam-
paign. The Boys and 
Girls Club of White-
court and District re-
ceived the funds for 
years, until its closure 
in 2024. Ahead of the 
2025 cookie campaign, 
franchise owner Tony 
Sgro, who owns both 
Whitecourt locations, 
chose CLB as the new 
recipient.

In their first year, the 
CLB came out swing-
ing and breaking re-
cords. Staff and volun-
teers worked hard to 
spread the word that 
the cookie campaign 
was coming, and it re-
sulted in nearly double 
the cookies sold com-

pared to the previous 
year. A whopping 9,600 
cookies in a municipal-
ity with approximately 
10,000 residents is in 
no way a small feat.

This year, the CLB 
hopes to achieve big 
things again. Starting 
on April 27 and end-
ing on Sunday, May 3, 
thousands of cookies 
made their way into the 
Tim Horton’s ovens, 
and out to eager deco-
rators, who added two 
blue eyes and a pink 
smile onto every sin-
gle one. Chair of the 
Community Lunchbox, 
Tara Baker, was at the 
uptown Tim Horton’s 
location on Friday af-
ternoon, guiding a 
group of volunteers on 
the how-tos for making 

the faces.
One by one, cookies 

received faces, each 
one different than the 
last. “There are some 
great big eyeballs over 
there,” laughed Baker, 
as she looked over to 
the trays on the count-
er. “It’s hilarious in the 
best way.” One of the 
favourite parts about 
the campaign for buy-
ers, aside from feeling 
good about the pur-
chase, is getting to see 
what their cookie's face 
will look like, the fun-
nier the better.

For Baker, seeing 
volunteers come in 
is always humbling. 
“This week alone, we 
have had 60 different 
volunteer shifts filled 
and over 120 volunteer 

hours put into this. To 
organize and get that 
many shifts filled is 
amazing. We are grate-
ful to have so many 
people step up and 
want to be a part of it.”

Having a long list of 
volunteers to call on is 
a big help. “A pool of 
144 volunteers allows 
us to be able to tackle 
something like this, and 
even this week we’ve 
been able to expand 
our volunteer base, 
including new volun-
teers to the Community 
Lunchbox. One of the 
highlights was having 
senior high students 
from both schools be-
ing able to participate,” 
explained Baker.

Check out that big smile!

Jayden loading up the rack with another tray

continued from page 1

continued on page 10
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Here’s How It Works: 
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the 
numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more 
numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

CROSSWORDSSUDOKU

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Large dung beetle
  7. Gambling game __-lo
 10. Further along
 12. Type of tobacco
 13. Looked for
 14. Silk fabric
 15. Computer method 
to solve equations
 16. As fast as can be 
done (abbr.)
 17. Tear
 18. Brews
 19. “Famous” cookie 
baker
 21. Women’s Army 
Corps
 22. Front parts of an 
animal
 27. It’s causing quite a 
stir
 28. Beloved March 
holiday
 33. 12th letter of the 
Greek alphabet
 34. More impudent
 36. Indicates center
 37. Young woman 
(French)

 38. A cause of distress
 39. Santa’s helper
 40. Hillside
 41. Many wombs
 44. Is afraid of
 45. Popular baked 
goods ingredient
 48. Popular computers
 49. Conceiving of
 50. Google certification 
(abbr.)
 51. Sturdy
CLUES DOWN
  1. Peruse quickly
  2. Automobiles
  3. Razorbill genus
  4. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!
  5. Consumed
  6. A place to sleep
  7. Small seeds
  8. Legendary law man 
Wyatt
  9. Female sheep
 10. Indigenous peoples 
of eastern Siberia
 11. A place ships dock
 12. Reciprocal of sine
 14. Discomfort
 17. British Air Aces

 18. Exit sleep
 20. Solar energetic 
particle
 23. Plagues 
characterized by 
starvation
 24. Short musical 
composition
 25. Trauma center
 26. Habitual twitching 
 29. A place where 
checks are exchanged 
(abbr.)
 30. Decameter
 31. Hinged surface in a 
wing
 32. Shouting
 35. Sports official
 36. Volcanic craters
 38. Supportive device
 40. It’s part of a rosary
 41. Two-toed sloth
 42. Body art
 43. Let out
 44. Foreign medical 
graduate
 45. Nonprofit journalism 
organization (abbr.)
 46. Couples say it
 47. Bird’s beak

Crossword Clues

WORDS
BRIDLE
CANTER
CHESTNUT
COLT
CROUP
DRESSAGE
EQUESTRIAN
FETLOCK

FILLY
FOAL
FORELOCK
GALLOP
GELDING
HALTER
HOOF
MANE
MARE

MUZZLE
PASTERN
PONY
SADDLE
STALLION
TROT
WITHERS

Our newspaper 
connects your 

business directly 
with engaged 

readers—and every 
print ad is also 

posted online for 
added exposure.added exposure.

Support local. Advertise 
local. Grow local. 

For all of your advertising needs, 
contact Haylee at 

thepresswtc@gmail.com
Let’s make your business shine.

Fox Creek RCMP seeking 
public assistance in armed 

robbery investigation

On April 9, 2026, at 
2:44 a.m., an uniden-
tified male robbed the 
Circle K in Fox Creek. 
The man, armed with 
a kitchen knife and 
bear spray, demanded 
the cash out of the till 
then fled on foot. A 
black pickup truck left 
the scene at the same 
time, nearly colliding 
with a moving semi-
truck. The suspect was 
described as pale com-
plexion, average height 
and wearing a grey 
Carrhart sweater, blue 
jeans, black Under-
armor running shoes, 
black facemask and 
black gloves. CCTV 
footage of the suspect 

was obtained.
Fox Creek RCMP 

is seeking public as-
sistance in this in-
vestigation. Anyone 
who  has  any infor-
mation on this inci-
dent, who can iden-
tify the suspect, or 
who has footage of the 
area around the Circle 
K in Fox Creek from 
April 9, 2026, around 
2:44 a.m., is asked 
to please come forth. 
Furthermore, RCMP 
would like to speak 
with the driver of the 
black pickup truck 
seen leaving the area 
at the time of the rob-
bery.

Those with informa-

tion or footage, please 
contact the Fox Creek 
RCMP at 780-622-
3580. If you wish to 
remain anonymous, 
you can contact Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477 (TIPS), online 
at www.P3Tips.com or 
by using the "P3 Tips" 
app available through 
the Apple App or Goo-
gle Play store. To report 
crime online, or for ac-
cess to RCMP news 
and information, down-
load the Alberta RCMP 
app through Apple or 
Google Play. To contact 
RCMP non-emergency 
line within any Alberta 
RCMP jurisdiction call 
310-RCMP(7267).

The PressThe Press
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TRACTORS & CRAWLER
Case IH MXU 125 FWA Tractor 
Case 1370 2wd Tractor 
Case 1070 2wd Tractor w/ Dual PTO & 2 Hyd.
Fordson Major 2wd Tractor w/ FEL & 3 pth
IHC TD 14A Crawler Dozer w/ 11' Blade

FARM MACHINERY
JD 556 Rd Baler w/ Gathering Wheels 
JD 535 Rd Baler
Vermeer MC2800 9' Discbine 
NH 411 9' Discbine (Needs Repairs)
10 Wheel V Rake – Like New
JD 18' Disc w/ Manual Flip Up Wings
MF 43 13' (26 Run) End Wheel Seed Drill 
Allied 40' Tine Harrow Draw Bar

Unreserved Farm Sale for Allan Wilson

Allen B. Olson Auction Service Ltd.

Sale Starts 15th & Closes May 18th, 2026

Email:  abolson@telusplanet.net - Website:  www.allenolsonauction.com

Directions:  From the Village of Blue Ridge, Alberta, Go 22 Kms North of the Rail Road Tracks in Town 
on Hwy #658 to Rge Rd 91, West on Rge Rd 91 for 1 Km.  Blue Sign:  611042A Rge Rd 91 

Viewing is Available from May 13th to 18th, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. or by appointment.    
For More Information Please Contact Allan Wilson at 780-778-1027

Rimbey - Hwy 16/Rge Rd 185 – Camrose - License No. 165690
(403) 843-2747 – Rimbey – (780) 208-2508 – East Central

1-855-783-0556 Toll Free

Allied 40' Diamond Harrow Draw Bar
JD 5 Bottom Plow
Alteen 9' PT Rototiller
6”x36' Grain Auger w/ Engine
Wooden Grainery
Farm King 8' 6 Way 3 pth HD Blade
Bale Fork for a FEL w/ Global Mts

CATTLE HANDLING
Field King 3 pth Bale Unroller
Cattle Squeeze Chute
Crowding Tub
Alley
Self Standing Cattle Panels
Gates & Panels
Plus Much More

More Pictures,
and Information 
Available on our 

Website.  

26052TG0 A New Daily 
Routine  Canadian 

Seniors 55 +

Just a few minutes a day can help 
keep your mind active and engaged.

• No tech skills needed
• Go at your own pace
• Made for everyday use

Stay Sharp Every Day

Try it free today at SeniorsPortal.ca
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With wildfires becoming more frequent and intense, AltaLink’s highest 
priority is protecting your community while providing safe, reliable power. 

STAYING SAFE IN 
WILDFIRE SEASON. ARE YOU PREPARED 

FOR AN EMERGENCY?

WILDFIRE SAFETY

We are reducing the 
likelihood that our power 
lines contribute to wildfires.

As a last resort, we may 
proactively shut off the 
power —  a Public Safety 
Power Shutoff.

Plan ahead and be 
prepared with supplies to 
last you 72+ hours.

Learn more about what AltaLink is doing and how you can prepare at altalink.ca/wildfiresafety

Follow us on social media for regular updates.

Shift Incentive for Overnights

5
PAGE

Whitecourt RCMP detachment staff, Family Violence Liaison and members of the 
Western Alberta Regional Victim Serving Society stand together in support of 
Denim Day on April 29,  wearing denim to raise awareness, challenge myths and 
support survivors of sexual violence.

Volunteers from the Repeat Boutique join Canfor representatives as a $25,000 
donation is presented in support of the CT Scanner project—showcasing the 
power of community and corporate partnership.

Whitecourt Family Violence Initiative photoWhitecourt Family Violence Initiative photo

Repeat Boutique photo Repeat Boutique photo 
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"Serving the community for over 30 years"
The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food  

in order to help families in need. 
Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm

Phone: 780-778-2341 Located within the Carlan  
Services Community Centre

Providing timely and 
easily accessible financial 

support for Whitecourt 
patients and their families 

who are dealing with a 
cancer diagnosis.

Kim Nendsa (President of Whitecourt  Cancer & Wellness Society)  
780-778-0932 Aimee Grierson 780-262-0222 https://wctcancerwellness.com/

Recover Out Loud
•	 Mondays are in person, at the Family Worship Center upstairs, and 

online (hybrid) at 7:30pm  
•	 Fridays 7:30pm at the Whitecourt Baptist Church in person only.

ZOOM ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude
Whitecourt Alcoholics 
Anonymous Group 

Support group on Tuesdays, February 17 to May 5.
Crossroads Community Church, 4719 44 Avenue

Mayerthorpe, Pre-registration is required 

Meetings are three times each week
• Monday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
• Wednesday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
• Friday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Located at the United Church Basement on Legion 
Street (formerly 5201 - 50 Street), Please Leave a Mes-
sage for Our AA member or Contact Addictions Helpline 
@1(866)332-2322

CALL Ruth  
780-674-7182

Your only LOCAL carrier serving the Community since 1950
Proud supporter of 

our local Organizations
780-778-2226

This page is sponsored by:

S C H O O L  N E W S

Pat Hardy Schools' 3D Clementovich students participated in 
an outdoor scientific scavenger hunt, where they identified and 
sketched producers and consumers while constructing a food 
chain.

Central School extended a special thank you to Pembina 
Pipeline Corporation for its generous donation of Tim Hortons 
Smile Cookies for all staff and students. The school expressed 
its appreciation for the company’s continued support of the 
school community, noting the impact of such thoughtful 
contributions.

Pat Hardy School photoPat Hardy School photo Central School photoCentral School photo
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Whitecourt Town Council update
| Town of Whitecourt 
release

Whitecourt Town 
Council passed Tax 
Rate Bylaw 1586 at the 
April 27, 2026 Regular 
Meeting, and property 
owners can expect to 
receive combined as-
sessment and taxation 
notices next month. For 
details on how property 
taxes are calculated, and 
how tax dollars have 
been allocated in the 
2026 Budget, read the 
2026 Budget Report. 
The report is available 
on the Whitecourt web-
site at www.whitecourt.
ca/your-town. If you 
have questions about 
your tax notice or the 
2026 Budget, please 
email administration@
whitecourt.ca.

Town Council re-

ceived an overview of 
2026 assessment fig-
ures by the municipal 
assessor at the April 27 
Council Meeting.
•	 The valuation date 

for 2026 taxation of 
properties is July 1, 
2025.

Assessment val-
ues for single family 
homes have increased 
by an average of 3%. 
The average house 
value in Whitecourt is 
$354,700.
•	 Property owners can 

view the assessment 
report for their prop-
erty online. Visit the 
Whitecourt website 
at www.whitecourt.
ca/live/taxes-pay-
ments/taxes-pay-
ments under the 
section titled “As-
sessment Reports” 

and follow the link 
and instructions to 
view assessment re-
ports.

•	 Property owners will 
receive a combined 
assessment and tax 
notice in May.

Whitecourt approved 
the 2025 Financial 
Statements for the year 
ended December 31, 
2025. The Town’s audi-
tor, Curtis Friesen from 
Metrix Group, made a 
presentation to Council 
and reported that the 
consolidated financial 
statements present fair-
ly, in all material re-
spects, the consolidated 
financial position of the 
Town of Whitecourt as 
of the end of 2025.

Procedure Bylaw 
1585-1 has been adopt-
ed and includes updates 

to Council and Council 
Committee meeting 
processes.

Policy 31-016 – 
Crosswalks has been 
adopted.  The policy 
states that crosswalks 
are marked as outlined 
in the Whitecourt Mu-
nicipal Design Stan-
dards, and that altering 
of municipal cross-
walks is not permitted.

Council has been au-
thorized to attend the 
Grand Finale of the 
Touring Stage Event 
hosted by the Otipe-
misiwak Metis Govern-
ment on July 26, 2026, 
at Festival Park. The 
event will showcase 
Metis performances, as 
well as artisan market.

Whitecourt has 
awarded the FRIAA 
FireSmart 2026 Veg-
etation Management 
contract to Cortex 

Management Inc. for 
$116,539.78, plus GST.  
The work will involve 
vegetation manage-
ment in approximately 
26.9 hectares of land in 
the east valley area.

The Mayor has been 
authorized to attend the 
Summer 2026 Munic-
ipal Leaders’ Caucus 
hosted by Alberta Mu-
nicipalities.

Council has approved 
a street closure along a 
portion of 50 Avenue 
on May 31, 2026 so 
that The Garage Brew-
house & Pub can host 
the first annual Rolling 
Thunder Motorcycle 
Show & Shine. Details 
on the event can be 
found on The Garage 
Brewhouse & Pub’s 
Facebook page.

Whitecourt has 
awarded Tourism En-
hancement Grant fund-

ing to the following or-
ganizations:
•	 $3,900 to the White-

court Wolverines to 
assist with hosting 
the Junior A Spring 
Identification Camp;

•	 $5,000 to the White-
court & District 
Chamber of Com-
merce to assist with 
hosting the 3-day 
Western Canada Rib 
Fest Tour;

•	 $8,200 to the White-
court River Boat 
Association to as-
sist with hosting the 
Canada Series Jet 
Boat Racing Cham-
pionship

The Tourism En-
hancement Grant Pro-
gram encourages part-
nerships with local 
non-profit organiza-
tions to enhance tour-
ism-related events and/
or products.

bio, a headshot, a video 
of a live performance 
and a link to my social 
media accounts,” ex-
plained Melnychuk.

Big Valley Jamboree, 
for those unfamiliar, is a 
large, multi-day annual 
concert in Camrose that 
regularly features big 
acts. This year’s lineup 
includes Keith Urban, 
Riley Green and Old 
Dominion. Each year, 
the show also offers 
up-and-coming acts the 
chance to feel the mag-
ic by holding the Youth 
Talent Showcase. Past 
performers include 
Brett Kissel, Tennille 
Townes, Aaron Good-
vin and Lindsay Eli.

With her name in the 
stack of submissions, 
Melnychuk simply had 
to wait and see what 
would happen. After a 
month and a half with 
no word, she started to 
doubt her odds.

“Whenever I do any-
thing, I usually think 
I’m going to succeed at 
it. I like to set the bar 
high, and then if I don’t 

land really high, I’ll be 
ok because I know that 
I reached farther than I 
am realistically going 
to get. But after waiting 
so long and not hearing 
anything, my hope kind 
of dissipated.”

One night, while out 
celebrating with her 
fellow skaters at the 
Whitecourt Skating 
Club’s annual banquet, 
she noticed an email in 
her inbox. “I couldn’t 
believe it. I was accept-
ed!” The news made for 
an extra special night as 
Melnychuk was award-
ed the club’s Unsung 
Hero Award. “It was 
awesome to receive 
that in my final skating 
year,” she said.

Melnychuk has 
been skating for about 
twelve years. And 
though she’s going to 
be getting up onto a big 
stage this summer at 
Big Valley Jamboree, 
and she’s performed 
on stage at Party in the 
Park, that doesn’t mean 
that she’s without fear 
when she’s got a mi-
crophone in her hand 
in front of a crowd, far 

from it, actually.
“I have really bad 

stage fright. No mat-
ter what I’m doing. I 
try to pretend I don’t, 
but I totally do. Mom 
will ask me if I’m ner-
vous before I perform 
at a bigger event, and 
I’ll say no, of course, 
but I’m actually really 
nervous,” she laughed. 
“I’ve gotten a bit more 
comfortable with it 
over the last couple of 
years, with skating and 
with singing, but that’s 
honestly only more re-
cent.”

Her mom, Stacy 
Crossland, said her 
daughter has been 
pushing back against 
her stage fright for 
years. “She actually 
didn’t go into compe-
titions because she was 
too scared.

She skated for twelve 
years, but she was only 
in two competitions 
during that time. By the 
time she was ready to 
go into competitions, 
which was around the 
same time she started 
singing on stage, it was 
kind of too late.”

But now Melnychuk 
gets to use her strength 
to walk out onto stages 
she wouldn’t have been 
able to walk out onto 
before, using all she’s 
learned to propel her 
feet forward, with the 
knowledge that she can 
do it. And even though 
Big Valley Jamboree 
might end up being 
her biggest stage yet, 
there’s no way that’s 
going to stop her.

In fact, two years 
ago, as she was start-
ing to perform more 
and find her courage, 
Melnychuk created a 
vision board which in-
cluded her dream of 
performing at Big Val-
ley Jamboree. Right in 
the middle of her dream 
music section, she had 
superimposed her name 
onto one of the graph-
ics that Big Valley Jam-
boree uses to announce 
its main lineup.

“Finley manifests her 
life. Two years ago, we 
went to the Canadian 
Country Music Awards, 
and she was like, I’m 
going to be on that 
stage one day. Then we 

went to BVJ, and she 
said, I’m going to be up 
there singing one day. 
So, I’m not surprised 
that she’s actually go-
ing,” explained her 
mom.

Joining her on stage 
this August will be her 
big brother, Nick. The 
pair have been per-
forming together for 
years, being each oth-
er’s backup and sup-
port. Melnychuk said 
she couldn’t imagine 
performing without 
him. When she was 
five, Melnychuk fell in 
love with a song called 
Burning House by 
Cam. Nick, then elev-
en, learned the song on 
guitar so he could play 
it while she sang. “We 
don’t agree on every-
thing, and we argue a 
lot, but it always works 
out because I’m right 
and then we move on,” 
laughed Melnychuk. “I 
honestly love him so 
much. I’m so happy 
that he’s going to be 
with me up there.”

Melnychuk will be 
performing on Sunday, 
August 2. Cameron 

Whitcomb is also per-
forming that day, which 
is the main reason she 
picked it. He’s one of 
her favourite artists, 
and she hopes she gets 
to meet him. Though 
she hasn’t decided what 
she’s going to sing yet, 
Melnychuk figures she 
will be singing at least 
one of his tunes. “I’ve 
been trying to wrap 
my brain around what 
I’m going to do. But 
I’m kind of more like a 
wing-it-type-of-person. 
If I know too much, 
then I get too scared,” 
she grinned.

What she does know 
so far is that it will be a 
longer show than what 
she’s done before.

She will be singing 
two sets, with three 
songs per set, and she 
can choose to sing the 
same three songs twice 
or six different songs. 
With each passing day, 
Melnychuk’s excite-
ment grows bigger and 
bigger. “I’m so excited! 
I haven’t stopped jump-
ing for joy yet! I can’t 
wait!” Good luck, Fin-
ley!

continued from page 1

➊ A close up 
of the sign 
she made for 
her dream of 
performing 
at BVJ. 
➋ Finley 
holding up 
a sign at a 
Cameron 
Whitcomb 
concert, 
asking to be 
his future 
duet partner, 
another 
one of her 
dreams

➊

➋
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DAVE 
KUSCH

Reeve, Division 1 – Anselmo
dave.kusch@woodlands.ab.ca

780-778-9337

PATRICIA 
MACNEIL

Councillor, Division 2 - 
Whitecourt West

patricia.macneil@woodlands.ab.ca
780-268-3000

ALAN 
DEANE

Councillor, Division 3 - 
Whitecourt Central

alan.deane@woodlands.ab.ca
780-778-0894

KAREN 
ST. MARTIN

Councillor, Division 4 - 
Whitecourt East

karen.stmartin@woodlands.ab.ca
780-778-0822

JENNA 
WRIGHT
Councillor, Division 5 - 

Blue Ridge
jenna.wright@woodlands.ab.ca 

780-779-6765

PETER 
KUELKEN

Councillor, Division 6 - Goose Lake / 
Freeman River

peter.kuelken@woodlands.ab.ca 
780-284-2425

BENNY 
WHITTEN

Councillor, Division 7 - 
Fort Assiniboine / Timeu

benny.whitten@woodlands.ab.ca 
780-305-4655

www.woodlands.ab.ca

780-778-8400 
1-888-870-6315

admin@woodlands.ab.ca 
1 Woodlands Lane, 

Whitecourt, 
AB T7S 1N3 

Legal  Description Development Permit 
Application Number Proposal

NW 31-58-10-W5M
LOT 3 BLOCK 1 PLAN 152-5681

26-DP-028
Home Occupation Major: 

Contractor Services, 
Transport

Legal  Description Development Permit 
Application Number Proposal

NW 28-59-12-W5M
LOT 1 BLOCK 2 PLAN 062-0123

26-DP-027
Accessory Structure: Setback 

variance from undeveloped road 
allowance: from 30m to 7.3m

DISCRETIONARY USE
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT APPLICATION

DISCRETIONARY USE
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT APPLICATION

UPCOMING WOODLANDS COUNTY 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS

MAY LONG WEEKEND OFFICE CLOSURES 
& SERVICE INTERRUPTIONS:

RECREATION AREAS OPENING DAY MAY 15TH

Woodlands County Land Use Bylaw provides opportunity for any person who may have 
comments on the proposed development to deliver to the Development O�  cer, a written 
statement of their concerns indicating: their full name and address and the reasons for their 
comments to the proposed use. 

If you have any comment or concern regarding this proposal you may provide a written 
statement via email to planning@woodlands.ab.ca prior to 4:30 p.m., May 6, 2026. The 
Development Authority will be making a decision on the following development permit 
applications following this deadline.

Comments received will be taken into consideration by the Development Authority.

Woodlands County Land Use Bylaw provides opportunity for any person who may have 
comments on the proposed development to deliver to the Development O�  cer, a written 
statement of their concerns indicating: their full name and address and the reasons for their 
comments to the proposed use. 

If you have any comment or concern regarding this proposal you may provide a written 
statement via email to planning@woodlands.ab.ca prior to 4:30 p.m., May 15, 2026. The 
Development Authority will be making a decision on the following development permit 
applications following this deadline.

Comments received will be taken into consideration by the Development Authority.

The following is a list of upcoming Woodlands County Committee Meetings:
• Governance & Priorities Committee Meeting – May 13 at 5:00 p.m.
• Airport Advisory Committee Meeting – May 14 at 10:00 a.m. 
• Community Services Committee Meeting – May 14 at 5:30 p.m.
• Agriculture Service Board Meeting – May 19 at 10:00 a.m.
• Economic Development Committee Meeting – May 26 at 1:00 p.m.
• Westend Bus Committee Meeting – May 27 at 9:00 a.m.

JOIN US! All Committee Meetings are open to the public. All meet-
ings are held at the Woodlands County Administration Building at 
#1 Woodlands Lane, Whitecourt, unless otherwise posted.

Access meeting schedules, agenda packages, minutes, and more 
by scanning the QR Code or going to our CivicWeb Portal: 
woodlands.civicweb.net/Portal/

Monday, May 18, both municipal o�  ces will be closed.

They’ll reopen Tuesday, May 19, for regular hours.

Fort Assiniboine garbage collection will be deferred to Tuesday, May 19.

Depending on the weather, Friday, May 15th will be opening day for the following 
Woodlands County Recreation Areas and Attractions:

• Berry Nice Spray Park in Blue Ridge
• Hard Luck Canyon trail
• Schuman Lake Campground
• Hard Luck Canyon trail (Pending stair completion. Stay tuned for updates!)

Anselmo Community FireSmart Info Session  

Join Woodlands County on May 7 for our FireSmart Drop-in Session, where you can learn 
how to help protect your home and community from wild� res. Light snacks and refresh-
ments will be available.
 
Topics include:
• Creating a FireSmart community • Tips for homes and acreages • Wild� re preparedness

Anselmo Community Hall | Thursday, May 7 | Starts at 7:00 PM 

Call 780-778-8400 for more information. 
 
Learn more wild� re tips at https://� resmartalberta.ca/

Information regarding this application may be obtained by inquiring prior to 4:30 p.m., May 
6, 2026.

Contact: planning@woodlands.ab.ca
 Woodlands County,  Box 60, #1 Woodlands Lane, Whitecourt 
 AB T7S 1N3, Telephone: 780-778-8400, Toll-Free: 1-888-870-6315

Information regarding this application may be obtained by inquiring prior to 4:30 p.m., May 
15, 2026.

Contact: planning@woodlands.ab.ca
 Woodlands County,  Box 60, #1 Woodlands Lane, Whitecourt 
 AB T7S 1N3, Telephone: 780-778-8400, Toll-Free: 1-888-870-6315

Spring is here, and so are road bans!  Weight 
restrictions in place in Woodlands County 
include:

• Gravel Roads: 75% legal axle weight
• Cold Mix Roads: 50% legal axle weight 
• Pavement Roads: No restrictions

Road bans are temporary weight limits 
implemented during spring thaw to protect 
roads when they are soft and more vulner-
able to damage. Conditions are monitored 
closely, and restrictions will be adjusted or 
lifted as needed.

Follow us on Facebook to stay updated! 
For more info and to read the full Road Ban 
Order, visit: https://woodlands.ab.ca/p/
road-bans, or scan the qr code:

Thu., May 7
Partly sunny

30%
19ºC
4ºC

NW 10 km/h
-

 Sun., May 10
Mainly sunny

20%
17ºC
4ºC

SW 9 km/h
-

Fri., May 8
Partly sunny

30%
18ºC
5ºC

SE 15 km/h
-

Fri., May 9
Mainly sunny

20%
17ºC
5ºC

N 12 km/h
-

Wed., May 6
Mainly sunny

20%
22ºC
6ºC

NW 24 km/h
-
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WORD SEARCH CROSSWORDS

SUDOKU

PUZZLES SOLUTIONS

Dollar Values as of May 6, 2026

One Canadian Dollar = 0.73 US Dollar
at an exchange rate of 0.7368 (using nominal rate).

Money Matters
Several long-time 

volunteers have shared 
that the Smile Cookie 
Campaign is a yearly 
highlight they look for-
ward to. “Decorating 
smile cookies brings 
joy, as does being in a 
positive environment 
like Tim Hortons and 
being included in do-
ing important tasks like 
decorating,” said Bak-
er.

One of the CLB 
crew, Jayden, had an 
extra awesome time 
decorating cookies on 
Thursday. His beaming 
face told the whole sto-
ry (pictured). “It was 
one of the most excit-
ing moments so far this 
year, seeing Jayden 
smile while working 

and volunteering for 
the smile cookies. It 
was an eye-opener for 
us to be able to see him 
smiling towards the 
camera and feeling joy 
in a meaningful way,” 
smiled Baker.

She credits the staff 
at both Tim Horton’s 
locations as being a 
pleasure to work with 
and thanked them for 
making the process as 
easy as possible, even 
with all the extra feet 
in the kitchen. “I rec-
ognize that we have a 
lot of different people 
coming into the space, 
and they are making 
it as easy as possible 
for us to shine. We are 
extremely grateful for 
them.”

Franchise owner 
Tony Sgro said his staff 

looks forward to the 
campaign each year. 
“We are very proud to 
support the commu-
nity. It is a real source 
of pride for us. Getting 
to see familiar faces 
coming in to buy cook-
ies and recognizing 
the volunteers are two 
things that make the 
campaign more spe-
cial in a small-town 
restaurant," said Sgro, 
adding, “Thank you to 
everyone for your sup-
port!”

From humble begin-
nings in Hamilton, On-
tario, to a country-wide 
movement that has 
raised more than $150 
million for charities, 
the Smile Cookie Cam-
paign is a tradition that 
Canadians like to keep 
supporting. Last year 

alone, over $22 million 
was raised, well above 
the average of $16-18 
million.

In Whitecourt, the 
dollars raised will be 
a win no matter what, 
and the CLB is grateful 
for every single dollar. 
Whether they beat last 
year's record-setting 
amount or not is not the 
measure of success. The 
true measure of success 
is whether the com-
munity came out and 
supported the cause. 
Based on the number of 
cookies made and sold 
by the time this article 
is published, this cam-
paign will undoubtedly 
be another grand suc-
cess. The final count of 
cookies sold and dol-
lars raised will be an-
nounced soon.

continued from page 2
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Odds of a child becoming 
a top fashion designer: 1 in 7,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed
with autism: 1 in 110

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autisms peaks.org

Some signs to look for:

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

© 2010 Autism Speaks Inc. “Autism Speaks” and “It’s Time To Listen” & design are trademarks owned by Autism Speaks Inc. All rights reserved.

Business Opportunities
AUTO BODY SHOP 
FOR SALE: Crowsnest 
Pass, Alberta. Estab-
lished 2010; Only one 
within 45km; Leased 
building 5,000 sq. ft. 
BLACKSMITH AUTO-
BODY LIMITED. Join 
our growing mountain 
community. Contact 
jacquie.from@me.com. 

403-583-5003.

Coming Events
FIREARMS WANTED 
FOR OUR 2026 AUC-
TION PROGRAM: 
Firearms, Ammunition, 
Accessories, or Militaria. 
Collections, Estates or 
single items. For Auction, 
or Possible Purchase: 
Contact us: 1-800-694-
2609, Email: sales@
switzersauction.com or 
Visit us @ www.switzer-
sauction.com for Auction 
Dates & Details.

Employment 
Opportunities

ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
EQUIPMENT is NOW 
HIRING: AG Equipment 
Techs, Heavy Equipment 
Techs - JM & App, As-
sistant Parts Managers 
and Shop Foreman. View 
Open Roles & Apply: 
www.rockymtn.com/
careers. Relocation and 
Signing Bonus Offered.

Feed and Seed
BARLEY – *NEW-AB 
Standswell* Smooth 
AWN, High Yielding, 
Grain and Forage Great 
Lodging Resistance. 
1st NITROGEN USE 
EFFICIENT CEREAL 
IN CANADA.OTHER 
BARLEY: Cerveza, CDC 
Austenson, CDC Du-
rango, CDC Maverick, 
Esma, Sundre. WHEAT – 
Pintail, Forage or Grain. 
OATS – AC Juniper, AC 
Morgan, AC Mustang, 
Derby, CDC S01 Super 
Oat. PEAS – Very Early 
Yellow Peas,  Forage 
Peas. ALSO AVAILABLE: 
Polish Canola & Spring 
Triticale. Special pricing 

on truckloads. www.
mastinseeds.com; 
403-556-2609.

FORAGE SEED FOR 
SALE: Organic & conven-
tional: Sweet Clover, Al-
falfa, Red Clover, Smooth 
Brome, Meadow Brome, 
Crested Wheatgrass, 
Timothy, etc. Free De-
livery! Birch Rose Acres 
Ltd. 306-921-9942.

For Rent
PROMOTE YOUR MES-
SAGE THROUGHOUT 
Alberta. The Blanket 
Classifieds or Value Ads 
connect with more than 
400,000 readers in the 
province each week. 

Choose from three pack-
ages beginning at $269, 
$299 or $599 to share 
your message in over 
70 Weekly Community 
Newspapers. Contact 
THIS NEWSPAPER today 
or email classifieds@
awna.com for more 
information. Call 1-800-
282-6903 or 780-434-
8746 or visit www.awna.
com.

For Sale
WHITE SPRUCE 
TREES: 5’ average $50. 
Installation ONLY $19. 
Includes: hole augered, 
Wurzel Dip enzyme 
injection, bark mulch 
application, staking. 

Minimum order 25. 
One-time fuel charge: 
$150 - 300. Crystal 
Springs. 403-820-0961. 
Quality guaranteed. al-
bertasprucetrees.com.

Heavy Equipment For 
Sale

BLANKET THE PROV-
INCE with a classified ad. 
Only $269/wk (based on 
25 words or less). Reach 
75 weekly newspapers. 
Call NOW for details. 
1-800-282-6903; www.
awna.com; email classi-
fieds@awna.com.

Services
PRIVATE MORTGAGE 
LENDER. All real estate 

types considered. No 
credit checks done. 
Deal direct with lender 
and get quick approval. 
403-543-0927; www.
firstandsecondmortgag-
es.ca.

Trav el
OSOYOOS LAKESHORE 
VILLA: Executive villa 
in Osoyoos, BC, breath-
taking lake views, just 
3 minutes from town. 
Vacation in Canada's 
warmest destination. Or 
warmer weather, two 
luxurious 5-star resort 
units in Phoenix, Arizo-
na. Doug 306-716-2671 
or visit osoyooslakevilla.
com.

Woodlands County Council Recap
| Woodlands County 
release 

Joan Slootweg, Di-
rector, Community 
Services, presented the 
2026 Q1 Community 
Services Operational 
Report to Council. The 
department includes 
Community Services, 
Recreation, Econom-
ic Development, Ag-
ricultural Services, 
Protective Services, 
Health & Safety, and 
Planning & Devel-
opment. Q1 2026 fo-
cused on strengthening 
public safety through 
training, advancing 
strategic infrastructure 
and planning projects, 
and progressing con-
sultant-led initiatives 
aligned with Council 
priorities. Council re-
ceived the report for 
information.

John Orwa, Director, 
Finance & Business 
Supports, presented 

the Q1 2026 Finance 
& Business Supports 
Report. The quarter-
ly report provided a 
high-level overview 
of progress across the 
department, includ-
ing Finance, Asset 
Management, Legis-
lative Services, Com-
munications, Human 
Resources and Infor-
mation Technology. 
During the first quar-
ter of 2026, divisional 
efforts were primarily 
focused on financial 
system modernization 
and the continued im-
plementation of asset 
management practices. 
Council received the 
report for information.

Tracy Mindus, 
Manager, Legislative 
Services & Commu-
nications, presented 
the Service Request 
Tracker Reports for 
January, February, and 
March 2026 to Coun-

cil. Service requests in 
January, February, and 
March were dominated 
by winter maintenance 
activities, including 
snowplowing, sanding, 
and snowplow flags.   
Council received re-
ports for information. 

Council adopted a 
1.5% Mill Rate in-
crease for implemen-
tation in the 2026 
taxation year and di-
rected Administration 
to remove the 2025 
$500,000.00 operating 
surplus out of the Mill 
Rate Scenarios. The 
mill rate is the prima-
ry mechanism through 
which municipalities 
generate property tax 
revenue. 

Council adopted the 
2025 Audited Financial 
Statements, the 2026 
Operating Budget, the 
2026–2030 5-Year 
Capital Plan, and the 
5-Year Operating Plan, 

as presented. Council 
also approved the trans-
fer of $2,213,293.69 
from the 2025 Surplus 
into the reserves and di-
rected Administration 
to put $1,850,000.00 
from the reserve sur-
plus towards the East 
Mountain Road slide 
repair capital project. 

Greg Edwards, Di-
rector, Infrastructure 
Services, presented 
the Q1 Infrastructure 
Services Report to 
Council, summarizing 
departmental service 
delivery, activities, and 
major projects for the 
first quarter. The In-
frastructure Services 
department, which in-
cludes Airport, Trans-
portation/Operations, 
Environmental, Engi-
neering, and Facilities 
Services, maintained 
service levels through 
a challenging win-
ter, completed 97% 

of work orders, and is 
now managing spring 
runoff risks while tran-
sitioning operations 
and strengthening in-
ternal systems.

Matthew Ferris, 
Chief Administrative 
Officer, presented the 
Q1 CAO Report to 
Council. The report 
outlines key initiatives 
undertaken by Admin-
istration, progress on 
Council-aligned pri-
orities, and upcoming 
work planned for Q2 
2026. Quarterly CAO 
reporting is intend-
ed to provide Council 
with a consistent and 
transparent overview 
of Administration’s 
activities, focusing on 
delivery of Council pri-
orities; organizational 
performance and ser-
vice delivery; major 
projects and initiatives; 
and governance, finan-
cial, and operational 

progress.
Lastly, Council re-

ceived the Q1 2026 
Policy Update Report 
for information. 

Upcoming 
scheduled meetings:
•	 Regular Council 

Meeting – Thurs-
day, May 7 @ 9:30 
a.m.

•	 Governance & Pri-
orities Committee 
Meeting – Wednes-
day, May 13 @ 5:00 
p.m.

•	 Regular Council 
Meeting – Thurs-
day, May 21 @ 9:30 
a.m.

Meetings are held 
in-person at the Wood-
lands County Munic-
ipal Office in White-
court and live-streamed 
on the Woodlands 
County YouTube chan-
nel. Agenda packages 
are available on the 
Woodlands County 
CivicWeb Portal.

The PressThe Press
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Thank you to all those loving 
families who've adopted the 

pets at the Whitecourt Vet Clinic. 

Whitecourt Veterinary 
Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave

We're there 
where you need 

us most!

Providing Traffic 
Control and Piloting

Road Monitoring 
& Radar Services

Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties

780-865-5815

• Traffic Control 
Personnel

• Provide service for 
emergency lane or road 

closures
• Construction 
zzone set ups

DEBT PROBLEMS??? 
780-424-9944

FREE Consultation
www.DEBTFREE.ca

A.C. Waring 
& Associates Inc. 

 Licensed Insolvency Trustee 
Trustee in Bankruptcy

Foreclosure Fear?
Wage Garnishment?

Call Us.  Talk to Us.  We can help you NOW.

Bank Loan Recalled?
Mortgage/Rent Arrears?

LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT
LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT

www.whitecourtpress.com

NEED HELP? CALL ANYTIME! (24-7)
• Mental Health Helpline 1-877-303-2642  

• Addiction Helpline 1-866-332-2322 
• Health Link 811

Duties to include: rent collection, bank deposits, show 
suites, leasing, notices, tenant concerns, dealing with 
contractors, common area cleaning. May include lawn 

care and snow removal. Training provided.

Please send resume to resumes@ayreoxford.com

Looking for Live-in Resident Manager for 
an apartment building in Whitecourt

  Whitecourt Transport recently partnered with Ballad 
Group to build new storage lockers for animal waste, 
allowing farmers to access supplies after hours. Whitecourt 
Transport provided and funded the materials, while 
Ballad Group’s construction program built the cabinets, 
highlighting a collaborative community initiative.

Town of Whitecourt photoTown of Whitecourt photo


