
Easy
is always on hand

Locally owned by Chetan & Roshni Bahl
Get your FREE Menu
780-666-2336 | HeartToHomeMeals.ca

Open your freezer to many easy meals made 
especially for seniors, delivered for free*.

*Some conditions may apply.
We accept

the Veterans
allowance.

Give the gift 
of comfort 

this season — 
Heart to Home 
Meals delivered 
hot and ready.  

COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

advantage (Whitecourt)

Patrick Carew
780-778-0053
pdcarew@telus.net
5114-50 Street, Whitecourt AB 780-778-6678
Each o�ce independently owned and operated

Just a phone call 
away from your 

home buying and 
selling needs.
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Whitecourt Denture Centre

#210  Mid Town Mall 5115-49 St Whitecourt AB • 780-803-5640

SENIORS AND ADULTS 18 TO 
64,  GOV'T PROGRAMS MAY 

PAY FOR YOUR NEW DENTURES 

• Upper & Lower Dentures • Partial Dentures • Repairs 
• Specializing in  Mobile Services - Home & Hospital
Alberta Works & Dental Plans Welcome* *Some Conditions & Restrictions 

Apply. Enhancements Extra.

Alberta & Canada 
MOU and what it 

means for Albertans

An agreement between Alberta and Canada, signed in 
November and implemented with details in mid-May, looks 
promising for Albertans. Touching on oil and gas productions, 
eased caps and reduced carbon costs, MLA Martin Long 
recently discussed his thoughts on the announcement. 
Pictured is MLA Martin Long on a job site as Minister of 
Infrastructure (centre right). See article page 6.

Image - Gov of AlbertaImage - Gov of Alberta
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Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858

A locally owned and family operated 
newspaper serving Whitecourt

The Press is printed on high quality newsprint using 
vegetable based ink. We encourage you to share, save, 

reuse, rehash & recycle.

Published every wednesday

The PressThe Press

Letter to the Editor policy
The Press welcomes readers to write letters to 

the Editor. A maximum of 300 words is 
preferred but not necessary. Letters must carry 

a first name or two initials with surname and 
include an address and daytime telephone 
number. All letters are subject to editing. 

Please email letters to wctpress@gmail.com.

SPONSORED BY

Tri-Logging 
is against 
bullying

Putting a face 
on suicide

Every 40 seconds somewhere around the world 
someone dies by suicide, that’s 99 people every 66 
minutes. Every day, that’s almost 100 people in the 

United States alone, and over 2160 worldwide. Putting 
a Face on Suicide (PAFOS) is a suicide awareness proj-

ect that creates posters and videos to pay tribute to 
those we have lost to suicide with dignity and respect. 

PAFOS humanizes the daunting statistics; lovingly 
replacing numbers with faces.

If you are experiencing suicidal thoughts, 
you need to know that you’re not alone. You 
can also call if you are not in crisis, seeking ad-
ditional information. The new Canada Suicide 
Prevention Service (CSPS), by Crisis Services 
Canada, enables callers anywhere in Canada 

to access crisis support by phone, in French or 
English: toll-free 1-833-456-4566 Available 
24/7

Crisis Text Line (Powered by Kids Help 
Phone) Canada Wide free, 24/7 texting 
service is accessible immediately to youth 

anywhere in Canada by texting TALK to 
686868 to reach an English speaking Crisis 
Responder and TEXTO to 686868 to reach a 
French-speaking Crisis Responder on any text/ 
SMS enabled cell phone.

KidsHelpPhone Ages 20 Years and Under in 

Canada 1-800-668-6868 (Online or on the 
Phone). First Nations and Inuit Hope for Well-
ness 24/7 Help Line 1-855-242-3310

Canadian Indian Residential Schools Crisis 
Line 1-866-925-4419

Trans LifeLine – All Ages 1-877-330-6366

If your life is in danger or you know someone’s life is in danger DIAL EMERGENCY NOW 911!

Since I was 11 years 
old, I have been a vic-
tim of bullying. Peo-
ple at school go out of 
their way to make my 
life difficult. The ex-
clusion, name calling 
and teasing hit me hard 

and there is nothing 
I can do to stop it. It 
gets worse as I get old-
er. My parents tell me 
that these people won't 
matter to me when I 
am out of school but I 
am having a hard time 

believing that. They 
WILL matter because 
they have complete-
ly shaped who I am 
and how I see myself. 
Thanks to them, I will 
never treat anyone 
badly, but thanks to 

them, I will remember 
the way I have been 
treated for the rest of 
my life. I will always 
feel judged and un-
worthy wherever I go. 
Please people, be kind. 
Spread love- not hate. 

Whitecourt Skating Club members participate in the club’s first community cleanup 
event on May 29. A total of 33 volunteers, including skaters and family members, 
helped collect litter while promoting teamwork, community spirit and environmental 
stewardship.

Whitecourt Skating Club photoWhitecourt Skating Club photo
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The long game: Unpacking the 
rise in long-term borrowing rates
| By Carol Kamel 
ATB ECONOMICS 

Long-term govern-
ment borrowing costs 
have been moving 
higher across advanced 
economies—in some 
cases sharply. The U.S. 
30-year Treasury yield 
briefly touched 5.2% in 
May, its highest level 
since 2007, while Can-
ada's 10-year yield rose 
to 3.7% in May, a two-
year high. Though both 
have since pulled back, 
they remain elevated 
compared to the year 
prior. The instinct is to 
attribute this to the war 
in Iran and its effect on 
oil prices with inves-
tors demanding an “in-
flation premium”—and 
that's part of the story. 
But the data suggests 
the picture is more 
layered, and that even 
a meaningful de-esca-
lation of the war may 
provide only partial re-
lief on this front.

Understanding 
what drives long-

term yields
To make sense of the 

current environment, it 
helps to unpack what 
actually moves long-
term borrowing costs. 
Economists decompose 
long-term government 
bond yields into a few 
broad components: 
First, the expected path 
of short-term real inter-
est rates, which reflects 
where investors believe 
the central bank will 
steer policy based on fu-
ture economic growth. 
Second, the term pre-
mium—the additional 
compensation investors 
require for the risk and 
uncertainty of locking 
up their capital over a 

multi-year horizon rath-
er than rolling over saf-
er, short-term bonds.

The term premium 
itself reflects several 
concerns: uncertain-
ty about future infla-
tion that shorter-dated 
bonds may be under-
estimating, uncertainty 
about real economic 
growth, the credibility 
of central banks’ in-
flation-fighting abili-
ties, and the ability of 
markets to absorb the 
volume of government 
debt being issued.
The trend predates 

the conflict
Before the war in Iran 

began in late February 
2026, long-term yields 
were already drifting 
higher. Canada's yield 
curve had been steepen-
ing through 2025, pri-
marily through short-
term yields falling as 
the Bank of Canada cut 
rates, while long-term 
yields moved in the 
opposite direction, con-
sistent with the experi-
ence of other advanced 
economies.

The Bank of Cana-
da's own researchers 
documented this diver-
gence in a March 2026 
article, finding that the 
Canadian term premi-
um had risen to levels 
not seen in over a de-
cade, and that this in-
crease has been a glob-
al phenomenon.

What’s driving it? 
A key factor identified 
by Bank of Canada re-
searchers was a grow-
ing unease about the 
market's ability to ab-
sorb the large volume 
of government debt 
being issued globally. 
Pandemic-era borrow-
ing raised public debt 

levels substantially, 
and new spending pres-
sures— most notably 
higher defence com-
mitments—have kept 
issuance elevated. At 
the same time, central 
banks have taken a step 
back from purchasing 
government bonds and, 
in some cases, are ac-
tively reducing their 
balance sheets, leav-
ing private investors to 
absorb a much larger 
share of government 
debt. As we’ve touched 
on in a previous Twen-
ty-Four, in 2025, gold 
displaced U.S. Trea-
suries as the primary 
reserve asset, signal-
ling yet another shift in 
how central banks view 
global risk.

The Iran 
shock: real, but 

concentrated
The war has added 

a layer of complexity, 
primarily through ener-
gy markets. The Bank 
of Canada's Govern-
ing Council explicit-
ly warned that energy 
price volatility and the 
potential closure of the 
Strait of Hormuz rep-
resent ongoing upside 
inflation risks. Cana-
dian headline inflation 
rose to 2.8% in April, 
with gasoline prices 
jumping 29%. Howev-
er, a key distinction is 
worth noting. The Bank 
of Canada's preferred 
core inflation gauges—
which strip out volatile 
categories like gaso-
line—showed that pric-
es excluding gasoline 
rose 2%, slower than 
the 2.2% recorded in 
March, suggesting that 
knock-on effects from 
the war have not yet 
spread broadly.

That has implica-
tions for how durable 
any de-escalation relief 
might be. A ceasefire or 
reopening of the Strait 
of Hormuz would like-
ly ease the inflation ex-
pectations component 
of long-term yields—
the part of the term 
premium reflecting 
concerns that energy 
costs bleed into broader 
prices. Oil markets are 
sensitive to geopolitical 
risk, and they tend to 
respond quickly when 
those risks recede.

But that would leave 
the fiscal and debt-ab-
sorption concerns in-
tact. Those pre-date 
the conflict, are shared 
across advanced econ-
omies, and are unlike-
ly to be resolved by a 
change in Middle East 
conditions.  
Canada in a global 

context
The Bank of Cana-

da's research confirms 
that Canadian term pre-
miums track those of 
other advanced econo-
mies closely—a reflec-
tion of Canada's status 
as a small open econo-

my where global forces 
heavily influence do-
mestic financial condi-
tions.

Domestically, Cana-
da is projected to have 
the lowest net debt-to-
GDP ratio compared 
to the other G7 coun-
tries. However, Cana-
da's 2026-27 fiscal es-
timates project $502.8 
billion in spending, in-
cluding over $50 billion 
for national defence—
adding supply-side 
pressure to long-term 
yields in line with what 
other G7 governments 
are experiencing.

The Bank of Can-
ada finds itself navi-
gating a difficult en-
vironment: ongoing 
geopolitical tensions 
continue to generate 
uncertainty, core infla-
tion is well-behaved 
but headline inflation is 
elevated, a technical re-
cession, and long-term 
borrowing costs rising 
independently of its 
policy rate decisions. 
Overall, the transmis-
sion of monetary poli-
cy to the broader econ-
omy has become more 

complicated. The Bank 
of Canada will have to 
balance managing in-
flation, and its recent 
shocks, amidst a stag-
nating economy.
Observations going 

forward
What the current ep-

isode illustrates is that 
long-term borrowing 
costs respond to more 
than just the near-term 
inflation or growth 
outlook—they reflect 
investor assessments 
of fiscal trajectories, 
debt sustainability, and 
the capacity of markets 
to absorb government 
borrowing over long 
horizons. The Iran 
conflict has intensi-
fied an existing trend, 
but the underlying dy-
namic was already in 
place. Should tensions 
ease, the durability of 
the relief to come will 
depend more on how 
governments across 
advanced econo-
mies—Canada includ-
ed—address the fiscal 
pressures that were 
accumulating well be-
fore this conflict be-
gan.
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STOREWIDE UP TO

5012 50th Avenue, Whitecourt

(NOT INCLUDING REPAIRS, SPECIAL ORDERS,
OR PREVIOUSLY DISCOUNTED ITEMS)

5050SaleSO LET’S HAVE ASO LET’S HAVE ASO LET’S HAVE ASO LET’S HAVE A

AFTER 15 YEARS IN BUSINESS.. .  
. . . IT’S TIME FOR RENOVATIONS!

from June 1 – June 27th

LEMONADE DAY
JUNE 13, 2026

Whitecourt Town Council encourages the citizens of Whitecourt to recognize June 13 as Lemonade Day in Whitecourt.  

Lemonade Day helps youth learn skills to be become the business leading, social advocated, community volunteers 
and forward thinking citizens of tomorrow.  Youth will be set up all throughout town with their lemonade stands on June 
13 and we encourage the residents of Whitecourt to support these entrepreneurs by purchasing their tasty treats.

PROCUREMENT OPPORTUNITY
Current opportunities are posted on the Town’s website and when required, opportunities are posted on purchasingconnection.ca.  Currently, Whitecourt has the following 
opportunities:

• RFT 4025-005: 2026 Intersection Upgrades. Closes: June 16, 2026 at 2:00pm

For further details on any of these opportunities visit www.whitecourt.ca and search for the project title.

NOTICE OF DECISION
The following decision was made by the Municipal Planning Commission:

Application No. 26-057 – Discretionary Use Automotive Vehicle Repair and Service and Accessory Buildings (Shipping Containers) – 4125 41 Avenue - Approved with conditions.

Date of Decision:  May 28, 2026  Appeal Closes at 4:00pm:  June 18, 2026

An Appeal of the above decision(s) may be made by submitting a written appeal and appeal fee ($315) to the Offi ce of the Secretary of the Subdivision and Development Appeal 
Board, Town of Whitecourt Administration Building, Box 509, Whitecourt, Alberta, T7S 1N6 prior to 4:00pm on the above noted date.  Any person(s) affected by the said proposal(s), 
has the right to appeal prior to the above date.

The PressThe Press
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Alberta & Canada MOU and 
what it means for Albertans
| By Serena Lapointe 

An energy-heavy 
landmark agreement 
between the Province 
of Alberta and the 
federal government, 
signed in late Novem-
ber, was implemented 
with a detailed agree-
ment on May 15. The 
Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU) 
outlines cooperation 
between the two gov-
ernments for things 
like natural resource 
expansion, environ-
mental regulation, and 
infrastructure devel-
opment, including the 
regulatory framework 
for a West Coast pipe-
line to prioritize access 
to Asian markets.

“Construction of one 
or more private sec-
tor constructed and fi-
nanced pipelines, with 
Indigenous Peoples 
co-ownership and eco-
nomic benefits, with at 
least one million bar-
rels a day of low-emis-
sion Alberta bitumen, 
with a route that in-
creases export access to 
Asian markets as a pri-
ority. This application 
for this pipeline project 
will be ready to submit 
to the Major Projects 
Office on or before July 
1, 2026. It is agreed this 

new pipeline would be 
in addition to the ex-
pansion of the Trans 
Mountain pipeline for 
an additional 300,000 
to 400,000 barrels per 
day destined for Asian 
markets,” reads the 
MOU. It also clarifies 
that Alberta must work 
with B.C to ensure that 
“British Columbians 
share substantial eco-
nomic and financial 
benefits of the proposed 
pipeline.”

The MOU also de-
tails how Alberta will 
become a frontrunner 
for low carbon inten-
sity. Under projects, it 
includes the construc-
tion and financing of 
the “world's largest 
carbon capture, uti-
lization, and storage 
project for the purpose 
of making Alberta oil 
among the lowest car-
bon intensity produced 
barrels of oil in the 
world.”

The five-page MOU, 
found on open.alberta.
ca, also touches on nu-
clear power generation 
and states that the fed-
eral government will 
work with the province 
to design a strategy, set 
to be finalized on or be-
fore January 1, 2027, 
as well as emissions 

expectations, such as 
a methane equivalen-
cy agreement with a 
2035 target date and a 
75 percent reduction 
target relative to 2014 
emissions levels.

West Yellowhead 
MLA Martin Long, 
Minister of Infrastruc-
ture, said he has no-
ticed a difference in the 
working relationship 
with his federal coun-
terparts. “We have seen 
a drastic shift in tone 
from the federal gov-
ernment, and I believe 
that’s truly what has 
led to the MOU be-
ing signed. In my own 
personal interactions 
with my federal coun-
terparts, there’s more 
discussion around col-
laboration and work-
ing with provinces. I 
think that many could 
very bluntly say that 
for about a decade, we 
didn’t have that tone 
being set at the federal 
stage.”

MLA Long said what 
he’s heard from Prime 
Minister Mark Carney 
in recent months is 
that it’s clear; Cana-
da’s success is reliant 
on Alberta’s success. 
“Our government has 
been intent on getting 
another pipeline built 

to help our oil and 
gas economy. We’ve 
shared for many, many 
years that we need to 
get access to other mar-
kets instead of being 
so heavily reliant on 
the American market. 
So really, this MOU is 
about creating certain-
ty in market success, 
because we know that 
that’s what will drive 
jobs and investment. 
It’s really a road map 
to reduce the uncer-
tainty and strengthen 
our competitiveness 
for our energy sector, 
which will include a 
focus on growing ex-
ports, and yes, lower-
ing emissions, because 
we know that that’s not 
just a priority for gov-
ernments and the ener-
gy sector, but for fami-
lies as well,” explained 
MLA Long.

With some big, im-
pactful changes in the 
MOU, MLA Long said 
he expects to see move-
ment on a pipeline as 
early as next fall. “The 
MOU already removed 
the cap on oil and gas 
production and re-
moved any net-zero 
power regulations, as 
well as rolled back a 
major hike in carbon 
pricing that Ottawa 

was going to impose. 
It lowered that price 
substantially.” He said 
the news was encour-
aging, finally. “I would 
say that the Trudeau-
era federal government 
wasn’t overly friendly 
to the voice of many 
provinces, let alone 
Alberta."

He said that, al-
though each province 
has unique concerns, 
there are some signif-
icant issues that have 
affected most, if not all, 
of them. "One example 
I’ve highlighted before 
was the immigration 
policy that was put into 
force by the Trudeau 
government. Every sin-
gle province was say-
ing the same thing: that 
we couldn’t sustain the 
numbers at the rate they 
were bringing them in, 
and Trudeau’s poli-
cy trumped the voices 
of provincial leaders 
around the country. Ev-
ery single province is 
dealing with the same 
things that Alberta is 
today, which is mas-
sively expanding in-
frastructure to meet the 
needs that were thrust 
upon them,” said MLA 
Long.

The importance of 
the MOU was made 

clear with its opening 
sentence, which called 
it a “pivotal global 
moment,” encouraging 
collaboration among all 
involved to get things 
in motion. “Canada and 
Alberta, working close-
ly with Indigenous 
Peoples and industry, 
must work togeth-
er cooperatively, and 
within their respective 
jurisdictions, to foster 
the conditions neces-
sary for infrastructure, 
including pipelines, 
rail, power generation, 
a strong and integrat-
ed transmission grid, 
ports and other means 
that will unlock and 
grow natural resource 
production and trans-
portation in Western 
Canada,” reads the 
document's opening 
paragraph.

MLA Long said 
seeing things come 
together as they have 
should hopefully give 
optimism to Albertans 
moving forward. “It is 
such a huge shift, and 
for me, as a representa-
tive and as a resident, I 
have optimism that we 
have a path forward 
for families in Alberta 
to succeed should this 
current tone continue 
as it is today.”

Practical steps to support your financial well-being
(NC) Worrying about 

money is a top concern 
for many Canadians—42 
per cent of us, according 
to the latest FP Canada 
Financial Stress Index. 
When you’re feeling 
constant financial pres-
sure, it can be difficult to 
know where to start or 
how to move forward. 
Taking practical steps 
and focusing on what 
you can control can 
make a meaningful dif-
ference. Here are some 
things to consider:

Set clear 
financial goals
Clear goals provide 

direction. They help 
you define what you 
want to achieve, when 
you want to achieve it 
and what resources you 
can commit. For exam-
ple, saving for a home 
may require a shorter 
timeline and disciplined 
contributions towards a 

down payment, while 
saving for education or 
retirement may involve 
a longer-term invest-
ment approach. As you 
go through different 
life stages, your finan-
cial priorities will like-
ly shift—review your 
goals regularly to verify 
that your plan reflects 
your current needs and 
circumstances.

Save with 
intention, no 

matter the 
amount

Saving doesn’t have 
to start with a large 
amount to make a dif-
ference. Building the 
habit of saving regularly 
can be more important 
than the dollar figure 
itself. Small, consistent 
contributions can help 
create momentum and 
support longer-term fi-
nancial stability, espe-
cially when directed into 

savings and investment 
accounts such as a regis-
tered retirement savings 
plan (RRSP), tax-free 
savings account (TFSA) 
or first home savings 
account (FHSA). Over 
time, those contributions 
will grow by earning re-
turns on both your orig-
inal savings and past 
growth.

Build an 
emergency fund
An emergency fund 

can help you prepare 
for unexpected expens-
es or events. As a gen-
eral rule, it’s a good 
idea to have three to six 
months’ worth of ex-
penses saved and easi-
ly accessible. This can 
provide a buffer during 
uncertain times and re-
duce the need to make 
rushed financial deci-
sions, such as selling 
investments or taking 
on additional debt.

Seek professional 
financial advice
You don’t have to 

navigate financial de-
cisions on your own. 
Working with a finan-
cial advisor can help 
clarify your goals, un-
derstand your options 
and build a plan that 
reflects your personal 
situation and priorities. 
In addition to profes-
sional advice, Canadi-
ans can also access ed-
ucational information 
through trusted pub-
lic resources, such as 
those provided by the 
Government of Cana-
da, to better understand 
key financial concepts 
and planning consider-
ations.

Financial well-being 
is a journey, and small 
steps can make a mean-
ingful difference. Find 
tools and resources to 
support your next steps 
at cooperators.ca.
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Dollar Values as of June 10, 2026

One Canadian Dollar = 0.71 US Dollar
at an exchange rate of 0.7172 (using nominal rate).

Money Matters

ADOPTABLE
WHITECOURT

ANIMALS

Meet 
Maverick

To learn more or book a 
meet-and-greet, call 
Whitecourt Pound at:
�� 780-778-5767

his sweet boy loves attention, 
belly rubs, and being by your 
side. He appears calm around 
other dogs and has a playful, 

a�ectionate personality.

Maverick is up to date on 
vaccinations 

and awaiting neuter 
surgery. Applications 

are being 
accepted now.

Maverick is a 
handsome 
one-year-old 
Rottweiler/
German Shepherd 
cross looking for 
his forever home. 

Plans for second-stage housing 
project are underway for Wellspring

| By Serena Lapointe 
Wellspring Family 

Resource & Crisis Cen-
tre was a busy place last 
year, housing those in 
need for all but eleven 
days out of 364. “There 
weren’t many days 
where we didn’t have 
somebody in there,” 
said Executive Director 
Rebecca Wells, during 
a Town Council presen-
tation last week.

“We had 88 women 
and 77 children come 
through our emergen-
cy shelter. The front-
line workers were very 
busy,” she said. Last 
year alone, staff gave 
support through the 
24/7 crisis line for over 
38,000 minutes. Not 
only do staff support 
those at the shelter, but 
they also support cli-
ents through outreach 
programs, which were 
used by 138 adults 
and 74 youth last year. 
“You don’t have to be 
in the shelter to access 
those programs, which 
I think is really good,” 
said Wells, noting that 
men can also access 
off-site support and 
have even been shel-
tered elsewhere when 
needed.

Two years ago, the 
eleven-bed shelter be-
came a 22-bed shelter 
thanks to a $1.2 mil-
lion grant from Can-
ada Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation 
(CMHC). Renovations 
to the space included 
a new kitchen. “It has 
a beautiful fridge and 
freezer combo that they 
built the whole kitchen 
around. We are lucky 

to have a board that 
thought that was a great 
idea because I definite-
ly know the clients re-
ally appreciate it,” she 
said.

Ten years ago, the 
Wellspring board be-
gan talking about open-
ing a second-stage 
shelter, a project that 
didn’t end up coming to 
fruition, though it cer-
tainly wasn’t for lack 
of effort on the board’s 
side. It was ballooning 
costs that did it in. “In 
2020, we announced 
that we were going to 
build it. We got some 
funding. Then, COVID 
happened, and no one 
planned for that. We 
had some downtime 
where costs really esca-
lated. It went from 15 
million dollars to 23.5 
million dollars, and we 
were $500,000 short.”

Wells said that inter-
est rates went up, and 
the board finally decid-
ed it was time to pull the 
plug on the project. “It 
was hard, as a director 
and staff, and obviously 
for the board, because 
they’re the ones that had 
to make that decision to 
pull it. We haven’t re-
ally said why this hap-
pened, and I guess that 
was because we were 
trying to figure out what 
we would do next.”

Then, a building be-
hind the current shel-
ter, a fourplex, came up 
for sale, and the board 
jumped on it, purchas-
ing it two years ago 
and renovating it into 
a third-stage shelter 
where clients could 
be on their own and 

self-sufficient. “We did 
some really nice reno-
vations in there to make 
it look aesthetically 
pleasing and make it 
feel like a home for the 
individuals that are in 
there,” said Wells.

Once clients were 
in and using the space, 
Wells said the board 
started to discuss what 
they could do next. In 
January last year, con-
versations began on 
the prospect of build-
ing a facility near their 
current site. As the ball 
started to roll, they were 
successful in snagging 
$75,000 in seed funding 
to get renderings and 
plans in place.

Then, another grant, 
this time for $60,000, 
was nabbed through 
From Path to Place, 
one of only three proj-
ects accepted into the 
program, which will 
collect data from them 
as they go through 
the building process. 
“They are going to take 
what we are learning. 
We will be able to give 
back to other people to 
say, what went good 
and what didn’t, and 
what we learned.”

Next, a bigger cheque 
came, propelling the 
project forward. “We 
were successful in get-
ting Alberta’s Afford-
able Housing Partner-
ship Program through 
the Minister of Assisted 
Living and Social Ser-
vices for $2,132,865. 
That’s 33 percent of our 
project. That’s very ex-
citing news for White-
court to see that the 
province believes in us 

again and thinks we can 
get this done, and we’re 
going to get this done,” 
smiled Wells. “There 
were 16 shelters in the 
province that had their 
funding cut, and we 
were not one of them. 
So, obviously, we’re 
doing some good work 
and the province recog-
nizes the work we are 
doing.”

Permits are now 
in with the Town of 
Whitecourt to start 
construction, and Wells 
said they hope to get 
going either as early as 
this fall or next spring. 
She said they also 
plan on applying for 
more dollars through 
Build Canada for more 
CMHC dollars now that 
the province has put 
dollars into the proj-
ect. “The White House, 
as I call it, we are go-
ing to tear that down. 
I’ll be the first one to 
hit it with a hammer,” 
chuckled Wells, speak-
ing of the small home 
that they purchased in 
December, beside the 
fourplex, the future 
site of their multi-level 
shelter.

The build will feature 
flexible suites, with 
some units able to open 
up into each other, al-
lowing for larger fam-
ilies to be connected. 
The bottom floor will 
be a community space 
for residents. “I think 
community is a big 
thing that’s missing in 
a lot of these houses. 
You see it more, even 
with seniors housing, 
going towards more of 
this (shared spaces). So 

For the past 43 years, Wellspring Family Resource & Crisis Centre has been helping 
people in need, either in-house at the shelter, off-site through outreach or their crisis 
line and educational visits to schools. Now, the team is in growth mode, and the 
community will be better off for it. Pictured is the rendering of the current fourplex 
(left) and the planned 12-unit shelter (right). 

Image - WellspringImage - Wellspring
we have a room that 
we’re going to call the 
Community Ceremo-
nial Room, which will 
be really exciting be-
cause clients will final-
ly be able to smudge. 
We can’t smudge in 
our current building 
because the fire alarm 
will get set off.”

The build will also 
feature a community 
kitchen, play area, two 
office spaces and stor-
age for clients to put 
bikes or larger items 
away safely. “Very in-
tentional design. The 
first floor will be acces-
sible, and it will also 
have an elevator. The 
architect really listened 
to what we wanted.” 
They are calling it a 
Safe Housing Contin-
uum. “It’ll be 12 new 
second-stage units, 
roughly 15,000 square 
feet. Our projected 
cost is seven million. 
The renovations for the 
four-unit fourplex are 
about one million, so 
the total cost is about 
eight million,” added 
Wells.

Mayor Ray Hilts 
congratulated the Well-

spring team on their 
hard work. “This is 
absolutely fantastic. 
Congratulations. That’s 
a lot of work to get to 
that point.” Council-
lor Tara Baker agreed. 
“You could’ve sat here 
for two hours and still 
not capture every sin-
gle thing that you guys 
do. To have a women’s 
shelter in our commu-
nity serves not just our 
own residents, but I 
know that sometimes 
other people have to go 
to a different commu-
nity, and I would say 
that you guys do an ex-
ceptional job of caring 
for individuals in their 
worst moments.”

Mayor Hilts said the 
work done not only at 
the shelter but in the 
educational component 
they offer to schools 
is important. “When I 
look at our regular po-
lice reports and updates 
on crime and policing 
in our community, do-
mestic violence by far 
continues to be a chal-
lenge for the communi-
ty. So, thank you for the 
work you, your board 
and your staff do.”

The PressThe Press
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Councillor Serena Lapointe begins her term as 
Whitecourt’s Deputy Mayor, serving from June 1 to 
November 30, 2026, alongside Mayor Ray Hilts.

As part of its End Period 
Poverty Campaign, 
the Alberta Union of 
Provincial Employees 
donated feminine 
hygiene products to the 
Whitecourt community 
on May 29. AUPE is 
delivering menstrual 
products to communities 
across Alberta in an 
effort to improve access 
to essential hygiene 
products and help 
reduce the financial 
burden associated 
with menstruation. 
The products donated 
to Whitecourt will be 
distributed through the 
Whitecourt Food Bank 
to support those in 
need.

Town of Whitecourt photo  Town of Whitecourt photo   Town of Whitecourt photo  Town of Whitecourt photo  
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DAVE 
KUSCH

Reeve, Division 1 – Anselmo
dave.kusch@woodlands.ab.ca

780-778-9337

PATRICIA 
MACNEIL

Councillor, Division 2 - 
Whitecourt West

patricia.macneil@woodlands.ab.ca
780-268-3000

ALAN 
DEANE

Councillor, Division 3 - 
Whitecourt Central

alan.deane@woodlands.ab.ca
780-778-0894

KAREN 
ST. MARTIN

Councillor, Division 4 - 
Whitecourt East

karen.stmartin@woodlands.ab.ca
780-778-0822

JENNA 
WRIGHT
Councillor, Division 5 - 

Blue Ridge
jenna.wright@woodlands.ab.ca 

780-779-6765

PETER 
KUELKEN

Councillor, Division 6 - Goose Lake / 
Freeman River

peter.kuelken@woodlands.ab.ca 
780-284-2425

BENNY 
WHITTEN

Councillor, Division 7 - 
Fort Assiniboine / Timeu

benny.whitten@woodlands.ab.ca 
780-305-4655

www.woodlands.ab.ca

780-778-8400 
1-888-870-6315

admin@woodlands.ab.ca 
1 Woodlands Lane, 

Whitecourt, 
AB T7S 1N3 

WE’RE HIRING: 

AG PIONEER NOMINATIONS RURAL BEAUTIFICATION NOMINATIONS

HAMLET HYDRANT FLUSHING – JUNE 8-29

CANADA DAY OFFICE 
CLOSURES & SERVICE INTERRUPTIONS:

Woodlands County has exciting opportunities!
• Financial Analyst – Corporate Services
• Intern & Practicum Opportunities (General)

For more information and to apply, scan the QR Code, or go to: 
woodlands.ab.ca/p/careers

Local work. Good people. Let’s talk. 

Wednesday, July 1, all Waste Transfer Stations and both Municipal O�  ces will be closed. 
O�  ces will reopen Thursday, July 2, for regular hours. 

Woodlands County Agriculture Services Board (ASB) would like to recognize 
individuals with a long-term commitment to agriculture - our Ag Pioneers!

Nominations are now being accepted for this prestigious award. Awards will be presented at 
the Annual Agriculture Services Supper.

Please submit a nomination letter brie� y outlining quali� cations based on the following 
eligibility criteria:

• Nominees must have resided and actively farmed in Woodlands County for a mini-
mum of thirty (30) years.

• Nominees must be a minimum of 60 years of age. 
• Priority will be given to individuals who currently reside in Woodlands County. 
• Nominations will be accepted from family members, members of the public and 

Agriculture Services Board members. Individuals may also apply.

Nominations may be submitted by mail to: Woodlands County, Box 33, Fort Assiniboine, AB. 
T0G 1A0 Attn: Manager, Ag Services 

Or e-mail: agservices@woodlands.ab.ca

NOMINATION DEADLINE IS JULY 31, 2026

Woodlands County Agriculture Services Board (ASB) would like to recognize individu-
als who take pride in their property!

The Rural Beauti� cation Awards recognize individuals who, through yard maintenance and 
property beauti� cation, foster civic pride, environmental awareness, and municipal beauti� -
cation.

Nominating someone is a great way to acknowledge the countless hours spent landscaping, 
maintaining, and enhancing a valued part of our County.

One agricultural and one non-agricultural recipient will be selected from each County Divi-
sion. Awards will be presented at the Annual Agriculture Services Supper.

Nomination forms are available at both County o�  ces and online at 
www.woodlands.ab.ca.

Nominations must include two photographs of the nominated property.

Submit your nomination forms: 

Emailed to: agservices@woodlands.ab.ca Dropped o�  at either County o�  ce.

Or mailed to: Woodlands County, Box 33, Fort Assiniboine, AB. T0G 1A0 Attn: Manager, Ag 
Services 

NOMINATION DEADLINE IS JULY 31, 2026

Why is hydrant � ushing happening? Each spring, municipalities � ush hydrants as part of 
routine water system maintenance.

• Remove Sediment Buildup
• Improve Water Quality
• Ensure Emergency Readiness
• Preventive System Maintenance 

During � ushing, some residents may notice temporary discoloured water or lower water 
pressure. If this occurs, run your cold water tap for several minutes until the water clears.

This � ushing process will take approximately 3 weeks to complete. Thank you for your 
patience while we perform this important maintenance.

For more information, call 780-778-8400.

The PressThe Press
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By Haylee 
Winger

By Haylee 
Winger

Woodlands County 
contributes 

$15,000 toward CT 
scanner campaign

Young cyclists learn safe riding skills at RCMP Bike Rodeo

The Friends of 
Whitecourt Society re-
ceived a $15,000 boost 
this week as Wood-
lands County made 
a contribution to the 
community fundraising 
campaign for a local 
CT scanner.

The campaign aims 
to bring advanced diag-

nostic imaging services 
to Whitecourt, reducing 
the need for residents 
to travel elsewhere for 
certain medical tests.

Friends of White-
court Society Treasurer 
Elaine Gunderson said 
the project continues to 
gain momentum, with 
strong support com-
ing from local govern-
ments, businesses, and 
community members.

Woodlands Coun-
ty Reeve Dave Kusch 

said the addition of a 
CT scanner would be 
a significant benefit for 
residents throughout 
the region and noted 
the County is pleased 
to support the fundrais-
ing effort.

The donation reflects 
the County’s support 
for initiatives that 
strengthen healthcare 
services and improve 
access to medical care 
closer to home for resi-
dents across the region.

On June 3, Grade 2 
and 3 students from 
Pat Hardy Elementa-
ry School traded their 
classrooms for two 
wheels as they partici-
pated in the Whitecourt 
RCMP's annual Bike 
Rodeo.

The event provided 
students with an oppor-
tunity to sharpen their 
cycling skills while 
learning the funda-
mentals of bike safety. 

Throughout the day, 
riders navigated skill 
stations that focused on 
balance, control, sig-
naling, obstacle aware-
ness, and safe riding 
practices.

RCMP members 
worked with students 
to reinforce the impor-
tance of following the 
rules of the road, stay-
ing alert to their sur-
roundings, and ensur-
ing their bicycles are in 
safe working condition 
before every ride.

A key focus of the 
rodeo was helmet safe-

ty. Students were re-
minded that wearing a 
properly fitted helmet 
is one of the simplest 
and most effective 
ways to reduce the risk 
of serious injury while 
cycling.

The annual Bike Ro-
deo continues to be a 
valuable educational 
experience, helping 
young riders gain con-
fidence and develop 
habits that will keep 
them safe on commu-
nity streets, pathways, 
and trails throughout 
the summer months.

Woodlands County photoWoodlands County photo

Pat Hardy School photosPat Hardy School photos
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Our newspaper 
connects your 

business directly 
with engaged 

readers—and every 
print ad is also 

posted online for 
added exposure.added exposure.

Support local. Advertise 
local. Grow local. 

For all of your advertising needs, 
contact Haylee at 

thepresswtc@gmail.com
Let’s make your business shine.

GET THE PRESS 
DELIVERED TO 
YOUR INBOX

Subscribe at 
www.whitecourtpress.com

 Free to subscribe
 Never miss an issue
 Read on any device 
  Read every issue online the 
moment it’s published.

(NC) Canada is 
committed to work-
ing towards net-zero 
emissions, and there’s 
action underway across 
the country. Many in-
dustries are shifting 
to become more sus-
tainable and offering 
new opportunities for 
building a rewarding 
career while making a 
positive impact on the 
environment. Here are 
some reasons to dedi-
cate your skills to Can-
ada’s low-carbon tran-
sition:
1.	Your skills are in 

demand. It’s an 
exciting time to be 
looking for jobs 
in Canada’s nat-
ural resource and 
low-carbon indus-
tries, which are 
some of the coun-
try’s emerging and 
f a s t e s t - g r o w i n g 
sectors. That’s cre-
ating a demand for 
skilled workers in 

a wide variety of 
fields. There are 
jobs available in nu-
clear and renewable 
energy, forestry, 
mining and critical 
minerals, electric 
vehicle design and 
energy storage, 
green buildings and 
carbon manage-

ment, to list just a 
few.

2.	There are 
high-quality jobs 
available. One 
thing you may not 
know about work-
ing in the energy 
and natural resource 
sector is that it often 
pays well. Many of 

those jobs also offer 
protection and sup-
port that help em-
ployees stay secure 
and succeed at work 
– such as transpor-
tation support, men-
tal health services, 
health benefits, pen-
sion plans and more.

3.	Many of the jobs 

are within reach. 
Many of the job and 
career opportunities 
in Canada’s low-car-
bon energy, natural 
resource, construc-
tion, manufacturing 
and transportation 
sectors require only 
light upskilling or 
retraining from your 
current credentials. 
Many roles don’t 
demand extensive 
technical expertise, 
and let you lever-
age many transfer-
able skills, such as 
project and logistics 
management, digital 
literacy and prob-
lem-solving. There 
are also numerous 
opportunities for 
those with a trades 
background. For 
example, HVAC 
technicians can shift 
to working with 
heat pumps through 
short, targeted train-
ing that builds on 

the skills they al-
ready use daily.

4.	You can make a 
difference. Build-
ing a career is also 
about being proud 
of your work. Being 
part of advancing 
Canada’s environ-
mental objectives 
means putting your 
labour toward build-
ing a better future 
for yourself and 
your community.

The advances being 
made and infrastructure 
being created today are 
laying a foundation for 
everything that will 
come next. You could 
be supporting climate 
adaptation, helping to 
make our communi-
ties more resilient and 
preserving our natural 
beauty for future gen-
erations.

You can learn more 
about rewarding career 
opportunities at cana-
da.ca/sustainablejobs.

Four reasons to work in industries 
contributing to sustainability

The PressThe Press
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G A R A G E  S A L E
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��

 S A T U R D A Y  J U N E  1 3 :  9 : 0 0  A M  –  4 : 0 0  P M

Items for Sale

Hunting / Outdoor

• Hunting accessories 

• Camouflage clothing 

• Archery equipment 

• Bows (including custom-made 

   recurve bow) 

• Primos game caller 

• Scope 

• Gun case 

• Inflatable boat 

Household / Furniture

• Curtains 

• Pictures / wall décor 

• Stools 

• Office chair 

• Humidifier 

• Diaper Genie 

Tools / Equipment

• Weed eater 

• Tile saw 

• Punching bag 

Electronics

• Canon Rebel camera 

Miscellaneous Items

• Puzzles 

• Clothing 

• Tidy tank And More....

LEMONADE

STAND
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Shift Incentive for Overnights

READERS
N O T I C E  T O  

Please note that we will not 
be publishing our July 1st 

edition this year due to the 
Canada Day holiday.

Our next regular edition will 
resume the following week.

— Management & Staff

Legal  Description Development Permit 
Application Number Proposal

NE 18-58-11 W5M LOT 3 
BLOCK 3 PLAN 1423727

26-DP-042 Accessory Use 

DISCRETIONARY USE
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT APPLICATION

WOODLANDS COUNTY BENEFITS PROGRAM – 
IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES

2026 PROPERTY TAX PAYMENT 
DEADLINE JUNE 30

Woodlands County Land Use Bylaw provides opportunity for any person who may 
have comments on the proposed development to deliver to the Development Of-
� cer, a written statement of their concerns indicating: their full name and address 
and the reasons for their comments to the proposed use. 

If you have any comment or concern regarding this proposal you may provide 
a written statement via email to planning@woodlands.ab.ca prior to 4:30 p.m., 
June 19, 2026. The Development Authority will be making a decision on the 
following development permit applications following this deadline.

Comments received will be taken into consideration by the Development 
Authority.

HEALTH-RELATED TRAVEL COSTS REIMBURSEMENT: Deadline June 30, 2026
Please submit your reimbursement applications for any health-related travel costs 
incurred from January 1, 2026, to June 30, 2026, by June 30, 2026. (This is the 
primary intake period. Applications are processed twice per year following each 
intake period.)

PROPERTY TAX REBATE: Starting July 1, 2026. 
Property owners can apply to receive a � at rebate of $150.00. 

For full program details and forms, visit woodlands.ab.ca/p/bene� ts-program, or 
call Community Services at 780-778-8400.

ABOUT THE BENEFITS PROGRAM:
Woodlands County’s Bene� ts Program helps eligible low-income, senior, or dis-
abled residents by o� ering the following:

• Health-related travel cost reimbursement: $0.50/km, up to $300 per 
person, per year.

• Property tax rebate: $150 � at rebate if you own your own home.
• Up to 3 free snowplow � ags per residence.

2026 Property Tax Notices were mailed on Friday, May 15, and payments are due 
June 30.

For more information about taxes, payments, assessments, and reviews, please 
visit https://woodlands.ab.ca/p/corporate-services, or call 780-778-8400

Information regarding this application may be obtained by inquiring prior to 4:30 
p.m., June 4, 2026.

Contact: planning@woodlands.ab.ca
 Woodlands County,  Box 60, #1 Woodlands Lane, Whitecourt 
 AB T7S 1N3, Telephone: 780-778-8400, Toll-Free: 1-888-870-6315

Woodlands County is exploring the potential development of a Shelterbelt Pro-
gram to support agricultural producers and rural landowners. Shelterbelts can help 
reduce wind erosion, manage snow, improve soil health, and enhance wildlife habitat.

Your feedback will help shape program design, funding, 
and services to best meet local needs.

Access the survey by scanning the QR code or go to: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/L3SHLMV

This survey will take approximately 5–7 minutes to 
complete. All responses are con� dential.

The PressThe Press
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Odds of a child becoming 
a top fashion designer: 1 in 7,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed
with autism: 1 in 110

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autisms peaks.org

Some signs to look for:

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

© 2010 Autism Speaks Inc. “Autism Speaks” and “It’s Time To Listen” & design are trademarks owned by Autism Speaks Inc. All rights reserved.

Buildings for Sale
INTEGRITY POST 
FRAME BUILDINGS 
since 2008 BUILT WITH 
CONCRETE POSTS. 
Barns, Shops, Riding 
Arenas, Machine Sheds 
and more, sales@integri-
tybuilt.com 1-866-974-
7678 www.integritybuilt.
com.

Feed and Seed
FORAGE SEED FOR 
SALE: Organic & 
conventional: Sweet 
Clover, Alfalfa, Red 
Clover, Smooth Brome, 
Meadow Brome, Crested 
Wheatgrass, Timothy, 
etc. Free Delivery! 
Birch Rose Acres Ltd. 
306-921-9942.

For Sale
WHITE SPRUCE 
TREES: 5’ average $50. 
Installation ONLY $19. 
Includes: hole augered, 
Wurzel Dip enzyme 
injection, bark mulch 
application, staking. 
Minimum order 25. 
One-time fuel charge: 
$150 - 300. Crystal 
Springs. 403-820-0961. 
Quality guaranteed. al-
bertasprucetrees.com.

Health
BLANKET THE PROV-
INCE with a classified 
ad. Only $269/wk 
(based on 25 words or 
less). Reach 75 weekly 
newspapers. Call NOW 
for details. 1-800-282-
6903; www.awna.com; 
email classifieds@awna.
com.

Household Items
PROMOTE YOUR MES-
SAGE THROUGHOUT 
Alberta. The Blanket 
Classifieds or Value Ads 
connect with more than 
400,000 readers in the 
province each week. 
Choose from three pack-
ages beginning at $269, 
$299 or $599 to share 
your message in over 
70 Weekly Community 

Newspapers. Contact 
THIS NEWSPAPER today 
or email classifieds@
awna.com for more 
information. Call 1-800-
282-6903 or 780-434-
8746 or visit www.awna.
com.

Services
PRIVATE MORTGAGE 
LENDER. All real estate 
types considered. No 
credit checks done. 
Deal direct with lender 
and get quick approval. 
403-543-0927; www.
firstandsecondmortgag-
es.ca.

Travel
OSOYOOS LAKESHORE 

VILLA: Executive villa 
in Osoyoos, BC, breath-
taking lake views, just 
3 minutes from town. 
Vacation in Canada's 
warmest destination. Or 
warmer weather, two 
luxurious 5-star resort 
units in Phoenix, Arizo-
na. Doug 306-716-2671 
or visit osoyooslakevilla.
com.

Wanted
WANTED: Collector 
paying top prices: old 
advertising signs, gas 
pumps, Red Indian, 
White Rose, Buffalo, 
Ford Dodge, GM. 1968-
70 Chargers, 1970-71 
Barracuda's. Running or 
not. 306-221-5908.

By Haylee 
Winger

Public information session scheduled for 
proposed rezoning of 3515 Caxton Street

Residents will have 
an opportunity to learn 
more about a proposed 
rezoning application 
for 3515 Caxton Street 
at an upcoming public 
information session.

The application, 
submitted by Soaring 
Eagle Support Soci-
ety, seeks to rezone the 
property to allow for 
the continued operation 
of structured support-
ive housing for indi-
viduals experiencing 
homelessness or hous-
ing instability.

Soaring Eagle Sup-
port Society is a White-
court-based non-profit 
organization that pro-
vides housing and sup-
port services for people 
facing homelessness 
and other housing 

challenges. Through 
its supportive housing 
programs and outreach 
services, the organiza-
tion works with indi-
viduals to help them 
secure stable housing, 
connect with communi-
ty resources, and build 
the skills needed for 
greater independence.

The public informa-
tion session will be held 
on Tuesday, June 23, 
from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
at the Forest Interpre-
tive Centre. Informa-
tion about the rezoning 
proposal and the pro-
cess for participating in 
the public hearing will 
be available during the 
session.

A Public Hearing on 
the rezoning applica-
tion is scheduled for 
Monday, July 20, at 
4:00 p.m. in Council 
Chambers at the Forest 
Interpretive Centre.

Town officials have 

stated that the rezoning 
application is required 
because the current use 
of the property does 
not align with the zon-

ing regulations of the 
Highway Commercial 
district, making a for-
mal rezoning process 
necessary.



The PressThe PressThe PressThe Press 15Wednesday, June 10, 2026www.whitecourtpress.com PAGE

"Serving the community for over 30 years"
The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food  

in order to help families in need. 
Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm

Phone: 780-778-2341 Located within the Carlan  
Services Community Centre

Providing timely and 
easily accessible financial 

support for Whitecourt 
patients and their families 

who are dealing with a 
cancer diagnosis.

Kim Nendsa (President of Whitecourt  Cancer & Wellness Society)  
780-778-0932 Aimee Grierson 780-262-0222 https://wctcancerwellness.com/

Recover Out Loud
•	 Mondays are in person, at the Family Worship Center upstairs, and 

online (hybrid) at 7:30pm  
•	 Fridays 7:30pm at the Whitecourt Baptist Church in person only.

ZOOM ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude
Whitecourt Alcoholics 
Anonymous Group 

Support group on Tuesdays, February 17 to May 5.
Crossroads Community Church, 4719 44 Avenue

Mayerthorpe, Pre-registration is required 

Meetings are three times each week
• Monday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
• Wednesday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
• Friday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Located at the United Church Basement on Legion 
Street (formerly 5201 - 50 Street), Please Leave a Mes-
sage for Our AA member or Contact Addictions Helpline 
@1(866)332-2322

CALL Ruth  
780-674-7182

Your only LOCAL carrier serving the Community since 1950
Proud supporter of 

our local Organizations
780-778-2226

This page is sponsored by:

| Press release 
At the Governance 

& Priorities Committee 
meeting held on April 
15, 2026, the Com-
mittee received Bylaw 
639/26, being the Chief 
Administrative Officer 
Bylaw, for informa-
tion. Rather than re-
placing Bylaw 525/19 
in full, the Committee 
recommended target-
ed amendments, which 
are reflected in Bylaw 
642/26. Today, Coun-
cil gave first reading 
to Bylaw 642-26, be-
ing the Chief Admin-
istrative Officer Bylaw 
Amendment Bylaw, 
and directed Admin-
istration to bring back 
the amended version to 
a future Council meet-
ing for a second read-
ing.

On June 11, 2025, 

the Access to Informa-
tion Act (ATIA) and 
the Protection of Pri-
vacy Act (POPA) came 
into force, effectively 
replacing and repealing 
the former Freedom of 
Information and Pro-
tection of Privacy Act 
(FOIP). The legislation 
states that a municipali-
ty must adopt a Privacy 
Management Plan by 
June 11, 2026. Council 
gave all readings to By-
law 644-26, being the 
Access to Information 
Act and Protection of 
Privacy Act Bylaw.

Council directed Ad-
ministration to defer 
Policy AD-2.014, be-
ing the Privacy Man-
agement Program, and 
bring it forward to a 
future Governance & 
Priorities Meeting. The 
County’s new Privacy 

Management Program 
(PMP) is being devel-
oped to ensure compli-
ance with Alberta’s new 
privacy legislation. The 
program will establish 
a framework for man-
aging and protecting 
personal information, 
with the understanding 
that it may be refined 
over time as implemen-
tation progresses and 
additional guidance be-
comes available.

Woodlands Coun-
ty is a member of the 
Yellowhead Regional 
Library system, which 
provides residents with 
access to a wide range 
of resources through 
the broader library 
network. On April 1, 
2026, Administration 
received correspon-
dence from the Yellow-
head Regional Library 

(YRL) requesting 
Woodlands County 
Council consider a 
motion supporting an 
increase to the mu-
nicipal levy for 2027. 
As such, Council sup-
ported an amendment 
to Schedule C of the 
Yellowhead Regional 
Library Master Mem-
bership Agreement to 
allow for an increase 
in the municipal levy 
from $4.85 per capi-
ta to $5.60 per capi-
ta, effective January 
1, 2027, and directed 
Administration to in-
form the Yellowhead 
Regional Library of its 
decision prior to the 
July 30, 2026 deadline.

On May 13, 2026, 
the County received a 
sponsorship request let-
ter and accompanying 
information package 

from the Whitecourt 
Charity Classic Com-
mittee. The request is 
for the County to part-
ner as a sponsor for 
the inaugural White-
court Charity Classic 
Golf Tournament, to 
be held on August 27, 
2026. Council received 
the funding request for 
the Whitecourt Char-
ity Classic 'Swinging 
for a Scanner' for in-
formation and directed 
Administration to re-
spond with a donation 
of two loads of gravel, 
not including trucking 
costs, and Woodlands 
County-branded items 
as prizes for the event.

Council received the 
Council Action Track-
ing Report January 01, 
2026 - April 30, 2026, 
for information, includ-
ing amendments.

Upcoming 
scheduled 
meetings:

•	 Governance & Pri-
orities Committee 
Meeting – Wednes-
day, June 10 @ 5:00 
p.m.

•	 Regular Council 
Meeting – Thurs-
day, June 18 @ 9:30 
a.m.

•	 Regular Council 
Meeting – Thurs-
day, July 16 @ 9:30 
a.m.

Meetings are held 
in-person at the Wood-
lands County Munic-
ipal Office in White-
court and live-streamed 
on the

Woodlands Coun-
ty YouTube channel. 
Agenda packages are 
available on the Wood-
lands County CivicWeb 
Portal.

Woodlands County Council Recap
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Thank you to all those loving 
families who've adopted the 

pets at the Whitecourt Vet Clinic. 

Whitecourt Veterinary 
Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave

We're there 
where you need 

us most!

Providing Traffic 
Control and Piloting

Road Monitoring 
& Radar Services

Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties

780-865-5815

• Traffic Control 
Personnel

• Provide service for 
emergency lane or road 

closures
• Construction 
zzone set ups

DEBT PROBLEMS??? 
780-424-9944

FREE Consultation
www.DEBTFREE.ca

A.C. Waring 
& Associates Inc. 

 Licensed Insolvency Trustee 
Trustee in Bankruptcy

Foreclosure Fear?
Wage Garnishment?

Call Us.  Talk to Us.  We can help you NOW.

Bank Loan Recalled?
Mortgage/Rent Arrears?

LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT
LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT

www.whitecourtpress.com

NEED HELP? CALL ANYTIME! (24-7)
• Mental Health Helpline 1-877-303-2642  

• Addiction Helpline 1-866-332-2322 • Health Link 811


