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| By Serena Lapointe   
On Wednesday eve-

ning, the youth who 
make up the 721 
Whitecourt Hawk Roy-
al Canadian Air Cadet 
Squadron performed 
before a crowd of par-
ents, community sup-
porters, and dignitar-
ies for the club’s 28th 
Annual Inspection. 
In attendance were 
Whitecourt Mayor Ray 
Hilts, Fire Chief Aar-
on Floyd, who served 
as the evening’s RO 
(Reviewing Officer), 
several firefighters in 

| By Serena Lapointe   
Since its grand open-

ing in September 2008, 
the Allan & Jean Mil-
lar Centre has become 
a hub for the commu-
nity, hosting a range of 
activities and events. 
When the doors are 
open, the spaces are 
bustling with people of 
all ages, from the up-
stairs gym and walking 
track to the fieldhouse 

and hallway ping pong 
table.

One of the busiest 
spots is often the pool, 
where people can si-
multaneously be riding 
down the slide, swim-
ming laps, diving, lei-
surely floating along, 
or playing in the shal-
low spaces with their 
youngsters. Part of 
the fun is the features 
like the rock wall in 

the deep pool and the 
kid zone toys like the 
sprayer guns and wa-
terfall.

After years of good 
use and enjoyment, 
some of the features 
have reached their end 
of life and need to be 
replaced. The three 
squirt toys in the tot 
pool, two water can-

continued on page 3

There’s a whale of a change 
coming to the pool at the 
AJMC later this summer

A couple of the beloved water features at the Allan & Jean 
Millar Centre are set for replacement, and the characters 
coming in are going to become fast favourites of pool users.
Pictured is the new Orca feature for the AJMC.

The Whitecourt Air Cadets put on one heck of a show during the 
squadron’s final parade night of the season. Dressed to impress 
and showing off a year’s worth of hard work, determination 
and grit, the youth aged 12-18 showed what’s possible when 
teamwork is the goal. Pictured are eight cadets were awarded 
for near perfect attendance by Mayor Ray Hilts and the SSC 
Chair Jay Thebeau.

Golden year-end 
wrap-up for the 
721 Whitecourt 

Hawk Air Cadets
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Our newspaper 
connects your 

business directly 
with engaged 

readers—and every 
print ad is also 

posted online for 
added exposure.added exposure.

Support local. Advertise 
local. Grow local. 

For all of your advertising needs, 
contact Haylee at 

thepresswtc@gmail.com
Let’s make your business shine.

GET THE PRESS 
DELIVERED TO 
YOUR INBOX

Subscribe at 
www.whitecourtpress.com

 Free to subscribe
 Never miss an issue
 Read on any device 
  Read every issue online the 
moment it’s published.

Dollar Values as of June 17, 2026

One Canadian Dollar = 0.71 US Dollar
at an exchange rate of 0.7149 (using nominal rate).

Money Matters

ADOPTABLE
WHITECOURT

ANIMALS

Meet 
Maverick

To learn more or book a 
meet-and-greet, call 
Whitecourt Pound at:
�� 780-778-5767

his sweet boy loves attention, 
belly rubs, and being by your 
side. He appears calm around 
other dogs and has a playful, 

a�ectionate personality.

Maverick is up to date on 
vaccinations 

and awaiting neuter 
surgery. Applications 

are being 
accepted now.

Maverick is a 
handsome 
one-year-old 
Rottweiler/
German Shepherd 
cross looking for 
his forever home. 

yons in the zero-depth 
area of the leisure pool 
and the blue rain grove 
in the zero-depth area 
of the leisure pool all 
need to be switched 
out for something new 
because they no lon-
ger work properly. 
Changes will give a 
whole new generation 
of youth new places to 
make fun memories in-
side the Pembina Gas 
Infrastructure Aquatic 
Centre.

During the June 8 
Regular Meeting of 
Town Council, elect-
ed officials got to see 
what some of the re-
placements and new 
additions will look like. 
They also heard about 
how the process went 
in selecting the compa-
ny for the job and when 
the changes are expect-
ed to take place.

Kelly Sadoway, 
Manager of Recreation, 
Arts and Culture for the 

Town of Whitecourt, 
stepped in on behalf 
of Chelsea Grande, Di-
rector of Community 
Services, to share the 
news and provide tid-
bits. She said they put 
out a Request for Pro-
posals (RFP) at the end 
of April, which closed 
at the end of May. One 
proposal was received 
by Reca Vinyl Works 
Inc, a manufacturer 
and installer of water 
features for aquatic 
facilities based out of 
Ontario. The company 
has previously worked 
with facilities in Bow 
Island and Stettler 
within the last year 
years.

Following the RFP 
process, a representa-
tive from Reca Vinyl 
Works visited White-
court to see the space 
at the Allan & Jean 
Millar Centre in per-
son, allowing them to 
better create the water 
features, as well as bet-
ter understand the liner 

needs for when the new 
features are installed.

Sadoway explained 
that they originally 
planned on replacing 
the water canyons, but 
when they received the 
proposed design, that 
plan quickly changed. 
“When they proposed 
the design, we realized 
that the whale was real-
ly big. So, we thought, 
instead of replacing 
the water canyons, we 
would leave that space 
open for program-
ming for Mom & Tot 
or for parent/tot les-
sons and for preschool 
swimming lessons. 
That happens near the 
Blue Rain Grove right 
now, and with that be-
ing replaced by a very 
cool Orca whale, there 
wasn’t really another 
space open.”

To replace the broken 
parts, add in the gigan-
tic whale and plop in a 
few other new pieces, 
including little squirts 
around the kiddie pool 

in the form of a baby 
manta ray, baby crab 
and a baby fish, the pool 
will need to be shut 
down. Each year, staff 
at the AJMC shut down 
the pool to perform 
regular maintenance 
and overall upkeep of 
the facility. This year’s 
annual closure is slated 
to run from August 4 to 
September 11, and the 
hope is that the addi-
tions can be completed 
during that window of 
time.

The design of the 
Orca shows it seem-
ingly jumping out of 
the water, which this 
reporter’s millennial 
heart immediately links 
to a certain killer whale 
franchise with a whale 
that jumped over a 
rocky bank to freedom. 
(Free Willy, anyone?) 
Given the enjoyment 
that the current features 
provide to users, there’s 
no doubt that White-
court’s whale will do 
the same.

continued from page 1
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full dress, members of 
the Whitecourt RCMP 
detachment, Branch 
#44 Royal Canadian 
Legion President Ralph 
Schutte and represen-
tatives from the Lions 
Club, as well as Air 
League and the squad-
ron’s leadership core.

The evening began 
with a booming call to 
attention, as the four-
teen well-dressed youth 
lined up ready for in-
spection. RO Fire Chief 
Aaron Floyd, alongside 
Mayor Hilts and the 
squadron captains, CO 
Captain Westling and 
DCO Captain Mitch-
ell Kasey, CD, slow-
ly walked through the 
group of at-attention 
cadets, checking out 
their uniforms, asking 
questions and giving 
the squadron a once-
over.

Once completed, 
the youth-led parade 
began, and, to the 
beat of the drum, they 
marched around the 
parade square, saluting 
the dignitaries as they 
passed by before taking 
a sharp left turn back 
to where they started. 
They then marched 
forward eight paces to-
gether as one unit, nail-
ing the stop command 
in perfect unison.

To the youth standing 
at attention before him, 
Mayor Hilts said they 
should all be proud.

“You should be 
proud of what you have 
accomplished this year. 
Every parade night at-
tended, every challenge 
overcome, and every 
goal achieved reflects 
your commitment and 
character. On behalf of 
the Town Council and 
the residents of White-
court, congratulations 
on a successful year. 
We are proud of each 
of you and grateful for 
the positive example 
you set in our com-

munity. Keep aiming 
high, working hard, 
and reaching for your 
goals.”

He noted that be-
ing a cadet was about 
more than learning 
new skills. “It is about 
developing leadership, 
responsibility, team-
work and confidence, 
qualities that will serve 
you well throughout 
your lives, no matter 
what path you choose.” 
He added that being 
there tonight was about 
recognizing their hard 
work, discipline and 
dedication.

RO Chief Floyd 
called the program a 
launchpad for life and 
pointed to four past ca-
dets who’ve taken their 
youthful career all the 
way through into adult-
hood. “Before they 
ever slipped the surly 
bones of earth, Cana-
dian astronauts like 
Chris Hadfield, Jere-
my Hansen, and Josh-
ua Kutryk were sitting 
exactly where you are 
now, wearing the same 
uniform, learning the 
same drills. And before 
soaring in tight forma-
tion, Captain Iain Muir 
first learned to march 
in step on a parade 
square at 577 Grande 
Prairie Royal Air Cadet 
Squadron before going 
on to fly the number 
7 Snowbird jet,” said 
Chief Floyd.

“Their trajectories 
didn’t happen by acci-
dent. They reached the 
stars because they spent 
their youth building the 
rocket, laying an un-
shakable foundation of 
hard work, persever-
ance, and the courage 
to push themselves a 
little further each day. 
In the fire service, we 
see the same thing. The 
people who grow, who 
lead, who make a dif-
ference in their com-
munities are the ones 
who build strong habits 
early; habits of team-

continued from page 1

work, respect, respon-
sibility, and service. 
And I see those same 
qualities in all of you,” 
spoke Chief Floyd.

Whether the cadets 
before him decide to 
earn their wings, serve 
their country, answer 
the call for their com-
munity or chart a new 
course, Chief Floyd 
said the steps taken in 
the cadet hall would be 
lasting. “The compass 
you’ve built here will 
guide you. As those 
who have worn this 
uniform before you 
have shown, gravity is 
just a suggestion, and 
the sky is not your lim-
it. It is just your gate-
way to the stars.”

The following 
awards were present-
ed: Top Gun Award 
SGT Thomas, N. Top 
Drill Award SGT The-
beau, E. Top Drill and 
Deportment Award FT 
CPL Soderquist, D and 
SGT Larsen, D. Most 
Improved Award SGT 
Lapointe, E. Leader-
ship Award SGT The-
beau, E. CO’s Award 
WO2 Astle, L. Cadet 
Choice Award FT SGT 

Thomas, N.
Awards were also 

given out for high at-
tendance. Two cadets, 
LAC Marcer, A and 
SGT Thebeau, E, were 
awarded for perfect at-
tendance, while eight 
cadets were awarded 
for near-perfect atten-
dance (F-CPL Lamon-
tagne, SGT Schuurman, 
F-CPL Soderquist, 
SGT Sergeew, F-SGT 
Thomas, N, WO2 As-
tle, LAC La, SGT 
Lapointe).

The Level One cadet 
for 2026 is LAC Marc-
er, A. The Level Two 
cadet is LAC La, T. The 
Level Three cadet is 
SGT Sergeew, R. The 
Level Four/Five cadet 
is SGT Schuurman, 
E. The Legion Medal 
was presented to WO2 
Thompson, L and the 
Lord Strathcona Med-
al of Excellence, the 
highest honour that can 
be awarded to a Cana-
dian cadet or Junior 
Canadian Ranger, was 
presented to FT SGT 
Thomas, N.

One of the familiar 
faces watching from 
the sidelines was that of 

Captain (Retired) Lou-
ise Meier CD, CTDP, 
who has been volun-
teering within the cadet 
organization since her 
son first entered when 
he was 12 years old. 
“He’s 43 now, you do 
the math,” chuckled 
Meier, who chose to 
stay involved because 
she believes so highly 
in what the program of-
fers youth. She said the 
annual inspection night 
is a big deal.

“This is the culmi-
nation of their year of 
training. It’s what they 
work towards every 
year, the awards and 
recognition and hav-
ing their families and 
their community here 
to watch what they’ve 
done. To put their best 
bib and tucker on, 
right? To polish up their 
boots and get their hair 
cut. They are so proud 
to be in that uniform, 
and it showed tonight,” 
said Meier.

Looking out at the 
hall of conversations 
and celebrations fol-
lowing the parade, as 
guests enjoyed snacks 
together, Meier said 

the experience of the 
evening will follow the 
kids into the next year. 
“The kids are so proud 
of being recognized for 
what they’ve done, and 
that spills over into the 
rest of their lives. I just 
can’t talk enough about 
what this program does 
for you as an adult. 
My son told me that so 
much of what he has 
and what he’s done has 
come out of this pro-
gram, and he’s been out 
of it for a lot of years.

He still has friends 
from cadets now.”

The evening was not 
only a win for the ca-
dets but for the squad-
ron as a whole. One of 
the firefighters in atten-
dance said he wants to 
join the ranks as a vol-
unteer, and Chief Floyd 
mentioned wanting to 
have the cadet band 
march with the fire-
fighters. “It’s fantastic. 
We also have a retired 
cadet coming back 
to volunteer. It takes 
a village, and that’s 
what we’re doing here; 
we’re raising good Ca-
nadians, one cadet at a 
time.”

The PressThe Press
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northernlightsfiber.ca/WHITECOURT

Don’t miss out. scan now 
to be first in line for fiber 
and get exclusive offers.

MORE RELIABLE
INTERNET
IS COMING TO WHITECOURT
You Deserve Better Than “Good Enough” Internet

THINK YOUR INTERNET IS THE 
FASTEST IN WHITECOURT?
COMPARE IT TO OUR 2.5G.
WE DARE YOU!

100% FIBER
With more devices in every home 
from smart systems and security 
to streaming tv, gaming, and 
downloads - your internet just needs 
to keep up. 

Experience the Difference with

Notice to Town of Whitecourt Ratepayers
The 2026 Combined Assessment and Tax Notices for the Town of Whitecourt were mailed on May 8, 2026.  Please see www.whitecourt.ca for further details.  If you have not yet 
received your notice please contact the Tax Department at 780-778-2273, as you are still responsible for the timely payment of your taxes.

Important Dates to Remember:

June 30, 2026, with the exception of those ratepayers on the Tax Installment Plan, full payment of your taxes must be received at the Town Offi ce, or postmarked prior to 4:30 p.m., 
to avoid penalties.  Please make payment in person, by mail or through your banking institution.

July 14, 2026, is the deadline to submit your assessment complaint.  Written complaints must be submitted on the prescribed form and accompanied with the appropriate fee to the 
Town Offi ce by 4:00 p.m.  It is strongly advised that you speak with the Assessor to answer any questions you might have regarding your assessment prior to submitting a formal 
assessment complaint.

Page sponsored byPage sponsored by
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STOREWIDE UP TO

5012 50th Avenue, Whitecourt

(NOT INCLUDING REPAIRS, SPECIAL ORDERS,
OR PREVIOUSLY DISCOUNTED ITEMS)

5050SaleSO LET’S HAVE ASO LET’S HAVE ASO LET’S HAVE ASO LET’S HAVE A

AFTER 15 YEARS IN BUSINESS.. .  
. . . IT’S TIME FOR RENOVATIONS!

from June 1 – June 27th

By Haylee 
Winger

Whitecourt celebrates Seniors’ Week with a full schedule of activities

Whitecourt's seniors 
were celebrated in 
style during Seniors' 
Week, a communi-
ty-wide event that 
brought residents to-
gether through a vari-
ety of activities, edu-
cational opportunities, 
and social gatherings 
from June 1 to 6.

The week highlight-
ed the important role 
seniors play in the 
community, recog-
nizing their wisdom, 
resilience, and ongo-
ing contributions to 
local life. Organized 
through the Town of 
Whitecourt and sup-

ported by communi-
ty partners, the event 
featured something 
for everyone, from 
recreational activities 
and learning sessions 
to community outings 
and entertainment.

One of the week's 
highlights was the Se-
niors' Week Resource 
Trade Fair, where local 
seniors had the oppor-
tunity to connect with 
organizations, service 
providers, and com-
munity groups. The 
event offered valuable 
information about pro-
grams, services, and 
resources available 
throughout the region, 
helping attendees dis-
cover new opportuni-

Town of Whitecourt photosTown of Whitecourt photos continued on page 6

The PressThe Press
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Thu., June 18
Chance of shower

40%
17ºC
8ºC

N 12 km/h
<1mm

 Sun., June 21
Cloudy with showers

60%
15ºC
8ºC

E 11 km/h
~5mm

Fri., June 19
Mainly sunny

30%
18ºC
8ºC

E 12 km/h
-

Sat., June 20
Cloudy with showers

60%
15ºC
8ºC

NW 9 km/h
1-3mm

Wed., June 17
Cloudy with showers

70%
16ºC
8ºC

W 28 km/h
1-3mm

ties for support, recre-
ation, and engagement.

The success of the 
trade fair and the 
week's events was 
made possible through 
the efforts of numer-
ous sponsors, organi-
zations, schools, and 
volunteers. Their con-
tributions helped cre-
ate a welcoming atmo-
sphere where seniors 
could gather, learn, 
and build connections 
with others in the com-
munity.

Throughout the 
week, participants en-
joyed a wide range of 
activities, including 
a kick-off pancake 
breakfast, tabletop 
curling, a communi-

ty tour, bingo, smart-
phone fundamentals 
workshops, a nature 
walk, intergeneration-
al LEGO cart races, a 
cornhole tournament, 
and a dinner and dance. 
Each event encouraged 
social interaction while 
celebrating the vibrant 
and active senior pop-
ulation that continues 
to shape Whitecourt.

The inclusion of ac-
tivities that brought 
together different gen-
erations also helped 
strengthen community 
ties, creating opportu-
nities for younger res-
idents to interact with 
and learn from local 
seniors.

As Seniors' Week 
drew to a close, orga-
nizers expressed ap-

preciation to everyone 
who participated, vol-
unteered, sponsored 
events, and helped 
make the celebration 
possible. The week 
served as a reminder 
of the lasting impact 
seniors have on the 
community and the 
importance of creating 
opportunities for them 
to remain connected, 
active, and engaged.

Through events 
such as the Resource 
Trade Fair and the 
many activities offered 
throughout the week, 
Whitecourt once again 
demonstrated its com-
mitment to recogniz-
ing and supporting the 
seniors who are an es-
sential part of the com-
munity's foundation.

S C H O O L  N E W S

Whitecourt Central School kindergarten students celebrate 
their graduation during a ceremony held June 10. Families, 
caregivers and staff gathered to recognize the students as they 
prepare to move on to Grade 1.

Pat Hardy students put their skills to the test during their 
Fitset Ninja obstical course. The activity challenged students 
to climb, balance and move through obstacles while enjoying 
plenty of laughs and excitement along the way.

Curiosity in action—students participated in a nature hunt on 
June 9, using their five senses to explore and document Earth’s 
systems.

Whitecourt Central School photo Whitecourt Central School photo 

Pat Hardy School photo Pat Hardy School photo 

continued from page 1

Pat Hardy Ninja Course

Pat Hardy School photos Pat Hardy School photos 
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The Whitecourt 
RCMP responded to 
164 occurrences over 
the most recent re-
porting period, with 
the majority of calls 
for service involving 
well-being checks, 
traffic collisions and 
traffic-related offenc-
es, general assistance 
to the public, and ani-
mal-related concerns. 
Members also contin-
ued proactive patrols 
in locations identified 
through the Communi-
ty Priorities Plan Sur-
vey, focusing on areas 

highlighted by resi-
dents as needing atten-
tion.

Community engage-
ment activities were 
also a focus during 
this time. Over the past 
two weeks, Whitecourt 
RCMP partnered with 
the Whitecourt Moun-
tain Bike Association, 
Town of Whitecourt 
councillors, the Crime 
Prevention Liaison, 
and municipal by-
law officers to deliver 
four Bicycle Rodeo 
events. These sessions 
were held at Pat Har-
dy School, Whitecourt 
Central School, and 
École St. Anne School, 
where students partic-
ipated in bicycle safe-

ty activities designed 
to promote safe riding 
habits. Organizers ex-
pressed appreciation to 
the students, parents, 
and school staff who 
attended and supported 
the events.

During the pro-
gram, the Whitecourt 
Mountain Bike Asso-
ciation’s Mike Braun 
and Tyler Braun were 
presented with Certif-
icates of Appreciation 
in recognition of their 
contributions to the 
planning and delivery 
of the Bicycle Rodeos, 
which were consid-
ered a strong success 
through their involve-
ment and support. 
Alongside these initia-

tives, RCMP members 
also completed routine 
visits to local schools 
and businesses as part 
of their ongoing com-
munity presence. Resi-
dents are encouraged to 
contact the detachment 
with any questions or 
concerns by reaching 
out to Crime Preven-
tion Liaison Kristen 
McLeod at kristen.
mcleod@rcmp-grc .
gc.ca or Staff Sergeant 
Matthew Clarke at mat-
thew.clarke@rcmp-grc.
gc.ca. In case of emer-
gency, the public 
should call 911, while 
non-emergency po-
lice assistance remains 
available at 310-RCMP 
(7267).

By Haylee 
Winger

Whitecourt RCMP report 164 calls for 
service while continuing community 
safety and school engagement efforts

Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858

A locally owned and family operated 
newspaper serving Whitecourt

The Press is printed on high quality newsprint using 
vegetable based ink. We encourage you to share, save, 

reuse, rehash & recycle.

Published every wednesday

The PressThe Press

Letter to the Editor policy
The Press welcomes readers to write letters to 

the Editor. A maximum of 300 words is 
preferred but not necessary. Letters must carry 

a first name or two initials with surname and 
include an address and daytime telephone 
number. All letters are subject to editing. 

Please email letters to wctpress@gmail.com.

SPONSORED BY

Tri-Logging 
is against 
bullying

Putting a face 
on suicide

Every 40 seconds somewhere around the world 
someone dies by suicide, that’s 99 people every 66 
minutes. Every day, that’s almost 100 people in the 

United States alone, and over 2160 worldwide. Putting 
a Face on Suicide (PAFOS) is a suicide awareness proj-

ect that creates posters and videos to pay tribute to 
those we have lost to suicide with dignity and respect. 

PAFOS humanizes the daunting statistics; lovingly 
replacing numbers with faces.

If you are experiencing suicidal thoughts, 
you need to know that you’re not alone. You 
can also call if you are not in crisis, seeking ad-
ditional information. The new Canada Suicide 
Prevention Service (CSPS), by Crisis Services 
Canada, enables callers anywhere in Canada 

to access crisis support by phone, in French or 
English: toll-free 1-833-456-4566 Available 
24/7

Crisis Text Line (Powered by Kids Help 
Phone) Canada Wide free, 24/7 texting 
service is accessible immediately to youth 

anywhere in Canada by texting TALK to 
686868 to reach an English speaking Crisis 
Responder and TEXTO to 686868 to reach a 
French-speaking Crisis Responder on any text/ 
SMS enabled cell phone.

KidsHelpPhone Ages 20 Years and Under in 

Canada 1-800-668-6868 (Online or on the 
Phone). First Nations and Inuit Hope for Well-
ness 24/7 Help Line 1-855-242-3310

Canadian Indian Residential Schools Crisis 
Line 1-866-925-4419

Trans LifeLine – All Ages 1-877-330-6366

If your life is in danger or you know someone’s life is in danger DIAL EMERGENCY NOW 911!

The PressThe Press
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WOODLANDS COUNTY BENEFITS PROGRAM – 
IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES

2026 PROPERTY TAX PAYMENT 
DEADLINE JUNE 30

CANADA DAY OFFICE CLOSURES & SERVICE 
INTERRUPTIONS:

HEALTH-RELATED TRAVEL COSTS REIMBURSEMENT: Deadline June 30, 2026
Please submit your reimbursement applications for any health-related travel costs 
incurred from January 1, 2026, to June 30, 2026, by June 30, 2026. (This is the primary 
intake period. Applications are processed twice per year following each intake period.)

PROPERTY TAX REBATE: Starting July 1, 2026. 
Property owners can apply to receive a � at rebate of $150.00. 

For full program details and forms, visit woodlands.ab.ca/p/bene� ts-program, or 
call Community Services at 780-778-8400.

ABOUT THE BENEFITS PROGRAM:
Woodlands County’s Bene� ts Program helps eligible low-income, senior, or dis-
abled residents by o� ering the following:

• Health-related travel cost reimbursement: $0.50/km, up to $300 per 
person, per year.

• Property tax rebate: $150 � at rebate if you own your own home.
• Up to 3 free snowplow � ags per residence.

2026 Property Tax Notices were mailed on Friday, May 15, and payments are due 
June 30.

For more information about taxes, payments, assessments, and reviews, please 
visit https://woodlands.ab.ca/p/corporate-services, or call 780-778-8400

Wednesday, July 1, all Waste Transfer Stations and both Municipal O�  ces will be 
closed. O�  ces will reopen Thursday, July 2, for regular hours.

Woodlands County is exploring the potential development of a Shelterbelt Pro-
gram to support agricultural producers and rural landowners. Shelterbelts can help 
reduce wind erosion, manage snow, improve soil health, and enhance wildlife habitat.

Your feedback will help shape program design, funding, 
and services to best meet local needs.

Access the survey by scanning the QR code or go to: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/L3SHLMV

This survey will take approximately 5–7 minutes to 
complete. All responses are con� dential.

Did you know? All properties with a 
residence in Woodlands County must 
have a blue rural address sign, with 
one sign required for each residence. 
These rural addresses help emergency 
services quickly locate property access 
points.

Woodlands County coordinates the 
assignment, ordering, and installation of 
blue rural address signs.

If your sign is faded, incorrect, or no lon-
ger needed, please contact the County. 
Blue rural address signs are also available 
(optional) for recreational properties 
without a residence.

For more information or to request a 
sign, contact the Woodlands County 
o�  ce in Whitecourt at 780-778-8400.

Learn more: https://woodlands.ab.ca/p/
blue-rural-address-signs

Or scan the QR Code with your phone: 

Shift Incentive for Overnights

READERS
N O T I C E  T O  

Please note that we will not 
be publishing our July 1st 

edition this year due to the 
Canada Day holiday.

Our next regular edition will 
resume the following week.

— Management & Staff

26063RR0
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DAVE 
KUSCH

Reeve, Division 1 – Anselmo
dave.kusch@woodlands.ab.ca

780-778-9337

PATRICIA 
MACNEIL

Councillor, Division 2 - 
Whitecourt West

patricia.macneil@woodlands.ab.ca
780-268-3000

ALAN 
DEANE

Councillor, Division 3 - 
Whitecourt Central

alan.deane@woodlands.ab.ca
780-778-0894

KAREN 
ST. MARTIN

Councillor, Division 4 - 
Whitecourt East

karen.stmartin@woodlands.ab.ca
780-778-0822

JENNA 
WRIGHT
Councillor, Division 5 - 

Blue Ridge
jenna.wright@woodlands.ab.ca 

780-779-6765

PETER 
KUELKEN

Councillor, Division 6 - Goose Lake / 
Freeman River

peter.kuelken@woodlands.ab.ca 
780-284-2425

BENNY 
WHITTEN

Councillor, Division 7 - 
Fort Assiniboine / Timeu

benny.whitten@woodlands.ab.ca 
780-305-4655

www.woodlands.ab.ca

780-778-8400 
1-888-870-6315

admin@woodlands.ab.ca 
1 Woodlands Lane, 

Whitecourt, 
AB T7S 1N3 

NOTICE OF DECISION APPLICATION 26-DP-041

RURAL BEAUTIFICATION NOMINATIONS

YOUTH PROGRAM FINANCIAL SUPPORT!
Location: SW 33-58-13 W5M Lot 2 Block 1 Plan 0325035
Proposed Development: Secondary Suite, External 
Decision Date: June 8, 2026
Appeal Deadline: June 29, 2026

NOTICE OF DECISION APPLICATION 26-DP-045

Location: SW 18-62-06 W5M
Proposed Development: Home Occupation, Major
Decision Date: June 8, 2026
Appeal Deadline: June 29, 2026

For full details on Development Permits visit
https://woodlands.ab.ca/
Email: planning@woodlands.ab.ca 
Call: 1-888-870-6315

Woodlands County Agriculture Services Board (ASB) would like to recognize individu-
als who take pride in their property!

The Rural Beauti� cation Awards recognize individuals who, through yard maintenance and 
property beauti� cation, foster civic pride, environmental awareness, and municipal beauti� -
cation.

Nominating someone is a great way to acknowledge the countless hours spent landscaping, 
maintaining, and enhancing a valued part of our County.

One agricultural and one non-agricultural recipient will be selected from each County Divi-
sion. Awards will be presented at the Annual Agriculture Services Supper.

Nomination forms are available at both County o�  ces and online at 
www.woodlands.ab.ca.

Nominations must include two photographs of the nominated property.

Submit your nomination forms: 

Emailed to: agservices@woodlands.ab.ca Dropped o�  at either County o�  ce.

Or mailed to: Woodlands County, Box 33, Fort Assiniboine, AB. T0G 1A0 Attn: Manager, Ag 
Services 

NOMINATION DEADLINE IS JULY 31, 2026

Do you have a youth aged 4–18 who could use a little � nancial help to join a recreation, 
sports, art, or culture program?

Woodlands County’s Youth Enrichment Subsidy (YES) can provide up to $600 per year to help 
cover program costs – and it can be used for multiple programs! 

IMPORTANT: Apply BEFORE starting the program.

Call Community Services: 780-778-8400

More info & applications: woodlands.ab.ca/p/yes-program

Help your youth explore, create, and play!

The PressThe Press
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Odds of a child becoming 
a top fashion designer: 1 in 7,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed
with autism: 1 in 110

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autisms peaks.org

Some signs to look for:

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

© 2010 Autism Speaks Inc. “Autism Speaks” and “It’s Time To Listen” & design are trademarks owned by Autism Speaks Inc. All rights reserved.

Coming Events
FIREARMS WANTED 
FOR OUR 2026 AUC-
TION PROGRAM: 
Firearms, Ammunition, 
Accessories, or Militaria. 
Collections, Estates or 
single items. For Auction, 
or Possible Purchase: 
Contact us: 1-800-694-
2609, Email: sales@
switzersauction.com or 
Visit us @ www.switzer-
sauction.com for Auction 
Dates & Details.

Feed and Seed
FORAGE SEED FOR 
SALE: Organic & 
conventional: Sweet 
Clover, Alfalfa, Red 
Clover, Smooth Brome, 
Meadow Brome, Crested 
Wheatgrass, Timothy, 
etc. Free Delivery! 
Birch Rose Acres Ltd. 
306-921-9942.

Health
BLANKET THE PROV-
INCE with a classified 
ad. Only $269/wk 
(based on 25 words or 
less). Reach 75 weekly 
newspapers. Call NOW 
for details. 1-800-282-
6903; www.awna.com; 
email classifieds@awna.
com.

Household Items
PROMOTE YOUR MES-
SAGE THROUGHOUT 
Alberta. The Blanket 
Classifieds or Value Ads 
connect with more than 
400,000 readers in the 
province each week. 
Choose from three pack-
ages beginning at $269, 
$299 or $599 to share 
your message in over 
70 Weekly Community 
Newspapers. Contact 
THIS NEWSPAPER today 
or email classifieds@
awna.com for more 
information. Call 1-800-
282-6903 or 780-434-
8746 or visit www.awna.
com.

Services
PRIVATE MORTGAGE 
LENDER. All real estate 

types considered. No 
credit checks done. 
Deal direct with lender 
and get quick approval. 
403-543-0927; www.
firstandsecondmortgag-
es.ca.

Travel
OSOYOOS LAKESHORE 
VILLA: Executive villa 
in Osoyoos, BC, breath-
taking lake views, just 
3 minutes from town. 
Vacation in Canada's 
warmest destination. Or 
warmer weather, two 
luxurious 5-star resort 
units in Phoenix, Arizo-
na. Doug 306-716-2671 
or visit osoyooslakevilla.
com.

Whitecourt town council update
| Press release 

The Government of 
Alberta is expected 
to submit a proposal 
for the West Coast Oil 
Pipeline project by the 
end of June. 

The project would 
signifi cantly increase 
market access of Al-
berta’s oil products to 
Asian markets. White-
court has agreed to 
participate in a joint 
letter of support for 
the project with Wood-
lands County and other 
regional municipali-
ties.

The Whitecourt Fire 
Department presented 
its 2025 Annual Fire 
Report, and provided 
the following high-
lights:
•	 The Whitecourt 

Fire Department 
responded to 433 
calls in our region.

•	 Members logged 
12,317 hours re-
sponding to inci-
dents, and attending 
public events, meet-
ings and training.

Whitecourt recent-
ly completed the 2025 
FireSmart Alberta 

Community Scorecard 
which is a self-as-
sessment tool that 
provides guidance on 
how our community 
can strengthen our re-
silience to wildland fi 
re. Whitecourt’s over-
all score was an A-, 
up from the previous 
score of B- in 2024, 
and insights gained 
from the process will 
help identify new op-
portunities to strength-
en wildfi re mitigation 
and preparedness.

The Pembina Gas 
Infrastructure Aquat-
ic Centre at the Allan 
& Jean Millar Centre 
will be getting new 
in-pool water features. 
The new in-pool foun-
tain feature will be 
installed during the 
scheduled facility clo-
sure in August 2026.

The rates for the 
Canfor Culture & 
Events Centre have 
been adopted, and 
bookings are being 
scheduled. The Centre 
is scheduled to open 
in the fall of 2026 and 
more information can 
be found on our web-

site. E Construction 
has been awarded the 
contract do the 2026 
Street Improvement 
Program. Work this 
year includes over lay 
and concrete work 
at various locations 
throughout town, as 
well as utility cut res-
toration, catch basin 
replacement, pathway 
construction and an 
intersection recon-
struction. Construction 
schedules are being fi 
nalized, and further in-
forma tion will be pro-
vided to the communi-
ty once confi rmed.

The 2025 Colli-
sion Report has been 
prepared and will 
be forwarded to the 
Whitecourt Protective 
Services Committee 
and Alberta Transpor-
tation and Economic 
Corridors as informa-
tion. Overall, traffi c 
incidents are compara-
ble to 2024 statistics, 
despite an increase in 
traffic volumes. The 
number of collisions 
continue to remain 
lower than the 5-year 
average.

Council scheduled 
a workshop on June 9 
to review the 20 Year 
Capital and Life Cy-
cle Plan. Whitecourt 
will be sponsoring the 
dinner and a hole at 
the “Swinging for a 
Cause” Charity Golf 
Tournament. The tour-
nament is scheduled 
for August 27 and is 
raising funds for the 
CT Scanner campaign 
led by the Friends of 
Whitecourt Society.

Council has autho-
rized entering into 
an agreement with 
489007 Alberta Ltd. 
for the purchase of Lot 
6, Block 1, Plan 132 
4870 and Lot 1, Block 
1, Plan 012 5578.

Council has autho-
rized entering into an 
agreement with Ember 
Limited Partnerships 
for the conditional sale 
of the Town Office 
property.

For more informa-
tion, please contact:

Tara Gallant, Legis-
lative Manager

Town of Whitecourt
taragallant@white-

court.ca.
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"Serving the community for over 30 years"
The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food  

in order to help families in need. 
Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm

Phone: 780-778-2341 Located within the Carlan  
Services Community Centre

Providing timely and 
easily accessible financial 

support for Whitecourt 
patients and their families 

who are dealing with a 
cancer diagnosis.

Kim Nendsa (President of Whitecourt  Cancer & Wellness Society)  
780-778-0932 Aimee Grierson 780-262-0222 https://wctcancerwellness.com/

Recover Out Loud
•	 Mondays are in person, at the Family Worship Center upstairs, and 

online (hybrid) at 7:30pm  
•	 Fridays 7:30pm at the Whitecourt Baptist Church in person only.

ZOOM ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude
Whitecourt Alcoholics 
Anonymous Group 

Support group on Tuesdays, February 17 to May 5.
Crossroads Community Church, 4719 44 Avenue

Mayerthorpe, Pre-registration is required 

Meetings are three times each week
• Monday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
• Wednesday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
• Friday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Located at the United Church Basement on Legion 
Street (formerly 5201 - 50 Street), Please Leave a Mes-
sage for Our AA member or Contact Addictions Helpline 
@1(866)332-2322

CALL Ruth  
780-674-7182

Your only LOCAL carrier serving the Community since 1950
Proud supporter of 

our local Organizations
780-778-2226

This page is sponsored by:

Whitecourt proper-
ty owners are being 
encouraged to make 
plans for their annual 
property tax payment 
as the June 30 deadline 
approaches.

Property taxes for 
2026 are due by 4:30 
p.m. on June 30. Res-
idents who miss the 
deadline may be sub-
ject to penalties on 
outstanding balances, 

regardless of whether 
they received a tax no-
tice in the mail.

Alongside its annual 
tax notices, the Town 
of Whitecourt recently 
shared information ex-
plaining how property 
tax dollars are distrib-
uted. While taxpayers 
receive a single bill, 
the funds are divided 
among several organi-
zations and services.

According to the 
town, approximately 74 
per cent of every prop-
erty tax dollar remains 
in Whitecourt and sup-

ports municipal oper-
ations and community 
services. These include 
road maintenance, rec-
reation facilities, parks 
and culture programs, 
fire protection, emer-
gency management, 
transit services, plan-
ning and development, 
and other municipal 
programs.

Another 24 per cent 
is collected on behalf 
of the Government of 
Alberta through the 
education requisi-
tion, which helps fund 
kindergarten through 

Grade 12 education 
across the province. In 
2026, Whitecourt is ex-
pected to collect more 
than $5.9 million for 
education funding.

The remaining two 
per cent is allocated 
to the Lac Ste. Anne 
Foundation requisition, 
which supports social 
and seniors' housing 
throughout the region. 
This year, the town 
is expected to collect 
more than $464,000 on 
the foundation's behalf.

Residents have sev-
eral options available 

when it comes to pay-
ing their property tax-
es. Payments can be 
made through online 
banking, at most fi-
nancial institutions, by 
mail, or in person at 
the Town Office. Prop-
erty owners may also 
choose to enroll in the 
town's monthly Tax 
Installment Payment 
Plan (TIPP), which al-
lows taxes to be paid 
through automatic 
monthly withdrawals 
rather than a single an-
nual payment.

Property owners who 

have not received a tax 
notice are encouraged 
to contact the Town of 
Whitecourt to obtain a 
copy. Proof of owner-
ship may be required. 
The town notes that 
not receiving a tax no-
tice does not exempt 
property owners from 
payment deadlines or 
late-payment penalties.

More information 
about property taxes, 
assessments, payment 
options, and municipal 
finances is available 
through the Town of 
Whitecourt website.

Whitecourt property owners 
reminded of June 30 tax deadline

By Haylee 
Winger

The PressThe Press
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Thank you to all those loving 
families who've adopted the 

pets at the Whitecourt Vet Clinic. 

Whitecourt Veterinary 
Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave

We're there 
where you need 

us most!

Providing Traffic 
Control and Piloting

Road Monitoring 
& Radar Services

Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties

780-865-5815

• Traffic Control 
Personnel

• Provide service for 
emergency lane or road 

closures
• Construction 
zzone set ups

DEBT SOLUTIONS 
780-424-9944

FREE Consultation
www.DEBTFREE.ca

Debt/Credit Counselling
Creditor Negotiations
Bankruptcy Alternatives

Debt Consolidation
Consumer Proposals
Bankruptcy Protection

A.C. Waring 
& Associates Inc. 

 Licensed Insolvency Trustee 
Trustee in Bankruptcy

LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT
LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT

www.whitecourtpress.com

NEED HELP? CALL ANYTIME! (24-7)
• Mental Health Helpline 1-877-303-2642  

• Addiction Helpline 1-866-332-2322 • Health Link 811


