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Business retention and succession planning are
key pillars for Whitecourt’s economic success

| By Serena Lapointe

Business  retention
and expansion are a
couple of the top focus
points for Whitecourt’s
Economic  Develop-
ment Committee, led
by Economic Develop-
ment Officer Rhonda
Woods. “How do we
support local business-
es and assist them with
long-term growth? The
committee came up
with some action items
like working with Com-
munity Futures and the
Chamber of Commerce
to make sure we align
our efforts,” she ex-
plained.

“A lot of business
training is going on
right now, some work-
shops,  coordinating
with our partners on
grants for workforce
development, meeting
with businesses to find
out what the concerns
are in the communi-
ty, and partnering on
small business week,”
elaborated Woods

during a Town Coun-
cil meeting last week.

One of the models
gathering

for infor-

mation to create pro-
grams, grants, supports
or to provide advocacy
involves visiting busi-
nesses on their own
turf and talking to own-
ers in person. Business
visits have become an
important piece of how
Woods and the com-
mittee best align their
efforts to have as much
impact as possible.

On one such visit,
Woods said they iden-
tified the need to pro-
vide information on
succession  planning,
allowing current busi-
ness owners to have
an exit strategy when
they are ready to move
on to something else or
retire, who don’t nec-
essarily have someone
waiting in the wings
to take up the job or
do have someone but
don’t know how to go
about it properly. “We
are putting together a
campaign and work-
shop for businesses on
that one,” she said.

She explained that
they are working with
Economic Developers
Alberta and Communi-

ty Futures Yellowhead
East to put it together
so that business owners
who aren’t sure on their
exit strategy, of where
to go or who to contact,
are made aware that
there are currently sup-
ports out there. Woods
said it’s not about cre-
ating something new
or providing a new ser-
vice but rather connect-
ing business owners to
things that are already
available to them that
they might be unaware
of. “They already exist,
and it’s just about con-
necting businesses to
those partners provid-
ing them.”

Succession planning
is a growing topic, and
for good reason. Last
year, University of Al-
berta Professor Rebec-
ca  Purc-Stephenson,
PhD, led a study that
looked specifically at
farmers’ perspectives
on succession plan-
ning. In an article on
the university’s web-
site, written by Bev
Betkowski, Purc-Ste-
phenson called it one of
the most “pressing yet

overlooked challenges
facing farmers today."
She said that though
younger  generations
can help keep the
farming industry go-
ing as retirements take
place by taking over
operations, 88 percent
of Canadian farmers
don’t have a formal-
ized succession plan.
She said that by 2033,
60 percent of farmers
will have passed the
retirement age, which
will become the largest
leadership transition in
the country’s history.
“We are just not ready
for it,” she said.
Purc-Stephenson
said that as part of
their research, they
interviewed 35 fami-
ly members from 16
Alberta farms. These
conversations revealed
that the top priorities
for succession plan-
ning included keeping
the farm in the family
and sharing the assets
to avoid hard feelings.
Roadblocks to doing
that, however, includ-
ed the strongly held
self-identity that most

farmers hold dear. “For
most of them, farming
wasn’t just a job, but a
lifestyle and a legacy
built on generations
of hard work,” said
Purc-Stephenson, as
reported by Betkows-
ki, making retirement
difficult.

Ofthoseinterviewed,
twenty-five  percent
of those interviewed
have plans in place for
succession, forty-four
percent didn’t see im-
mediate need to make
a plan, and 12.5 per-
cent understood the
risks of not having one
but planned to keep
farming as long as they
were physically able.

Lastly, nearly nine-
teen percent were
what Purc-Stephenson
called “end-of-the-line
farmers.” They either
didn’t have family
members interested in
taking over the farm or
lacked the confidence
to talk about it, opt-
ing instead to sell and
divide assets, ending
their legacy.

Though farming is
just one piece of the

business  succession
plan pie, and White-
court's business com-
munity is made up
of a large variety of
different  businesses,
Purc-Stephenson’s re-
search should stand
as a cautionary tale
of what can happen
when the day-to-day
life of running a busi-
ness overshadows the
issues of tomorrow,
resulting in them being
pushed further off into
the distance. As the re-
search showed, those
issues, like how to re-
tire and what it means
for an active business,
tend to come sooner
than anyone wants or
likes them to.

For Woods and the
Whitecourt Economic
Development  Com-
mittee, sharing info on
succession  planning
will continue to play
an important role in
helping local business
owners access avail-
able supports and ul-
timately create plans
that allow legacies to
continue for genera-
tions to come.
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Goose Lake placed under blue-green algae advisory

By Haylee
Winger

Residents and visi-
tors to Goose Lake are
being urged to exercise
caution after a cyano-
bacterial, commonly
known as blue-green
algae, bloom was de-
tected in the lake.

The advisory, is-
sued for Goose Lake
in Woodlands County,
warns that the bloom
and its toxins may pose
health risks to both peo-
ple and animals. While
the advisory remains in
effect, health officials
are asking the public
to avoid contact with
any visible algae and to
take extra precautions
when spending time
around the lake.

Anyone visiting
Goose Lake is advised
not to swim or wade in
areas where the bloom
can be seen. Peo-
ple should also avoid
touching algae that has
accumulated along the
shoreline or is floating
on the water's surface.
If accidental contact
occurs, the affected
area should be washed
thoroughly with clean
tap water as soon as
possible.

Officials are also re-
minding the public that
lake water should nev-
er be used for drinking
or cooking while the
advisory is in place.
Boiling the water does
not destroy the toxins
produced by cyanobac-
teria, making it unsafe
for consumption even
after treatment by boil-
ing. Anyone camping

or spending time at
the lake should ensure
they have an alternate
source of drinking wa-
ter.

Anglers are also
encouraged to take
precautions. While

properly cleaned fish
fillets are considered to
contain fewer toxins,
health officials recom-
mend that people do
not consume whole fish
or fish trimmings from
Goose Lake, as toxins
can accumulate in or-
gans such as the liver.
Fish waste should also
not be fed to household
pets.

Pet owners are being
reminded to keep their
animals away from
affected areas of the
lake. Dogs are partic-
ularly vulnerable be-
cause they may drink
contaminated water or

lick algae from their
fur after swimming.
Exposure to cyanobac-
terial toxins can cause
serious illness and, in
some cases, may be
fatal to pets. Livestock
should also be provided
with an alternate source
of clean drinking water
while the advisory re-
mains active.
Cyanobacteria occur
naturally in Alberta's
lakes and reservoirs, but
blooms become more
common during peri-
ods of warm weather
and calm water condi-
tions. Blooms can vary
widely in appearance,
ranging in colour from
blue-green to green-
ish-brown, brown, pink
or even red. They may
resemble paint floating
on the water, pea soup,
grass clippings, scum
or streaks and often

have a musty or grassy
odour.

Exposure to contam-
inated water can cause
a variety of symptoms
in people, including
skin irritation, rashes,
sore eyes, sore throat,
swollen lips, nausea,
vomiting, diarrhea and
fever. These symptoms
typically develop with-
in one to three hours
after exposure and usu-
ally resolve within one
to two days. Children
may experience more
pronounced symptoms,
although anyone can
become ill after contact
with the toxins.

Health officials note
that weather and wind
can move blooms from
one part of the lake to
another, meaning con-

ditions can change
quickly. Although
recreational activities

may continue in ar-
eas where no visible
bloom is present, visi-
tors are encouraged to
remain alert and avoid
any water that appears
discoloured or contains
algae.

The advisory for
Goose Lake will re-
main in effect until
further notice. Resi-
dents and visitors are
encouraged to monitor
conditions and follow
posted warnings while
enjoying the area.

Anyone with health

concerns related to
possible exposure to
blue-green algae is

advised to contact
Health Link by calling
811. More information
about cyanobacterial
blooms and health pre-
cautions is available
through Alberta Health
Services.
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2025 Collision Report

-

Collision activity within the Whitecourt boundary last year showed both increases and decreases, dependmg on the line item, as
well as a bump up in the traffic counts on Highway 43. Pictured is the No Frills/Walmart intersection, which was a busy one for

collisions last year.

| By Serena Lapointe

Each year, towards
early summer, a re-
port is generated with
all the collision data
from the RCMP for the
previous year, break-
ing down where and
what type of incidents
occurred, pinpointing
hot spots, and showing
trends relating specif-
ically to collisions on
the highway corridor,
at town-controlled in-
tersections, on town
streets and in parking
lots.

Once compiled, the
report is presented
to Whitecourt Town
Council so that elect-
ed officials can better
understand the issue
and identify areas that
need to be addressed
due to growing trends
of accidents over sev-
eral years or decreas-
ing collisions, indicat-
ing that upgrades or
changes were success-
ful.

Lee Hardman, Di-
rector of Community
Safety for the Town of
Whitecourt, present-
ed the report to Town
Council in early June.

One of the first high-
lights shared was that
in 2025, 171 collisions
were reported within
the Town of White-
court, which is com-
parable to 2024, when
there were 175 colli-
sions.

It is worth noting
that traffic levels have
largely returned to
pre-pandemic levels,
meaning that there
are more vehicles on
the road than in pre-
vious years. However,
collision numbers are
remaining steady and
not increasing along
with traffic move-
ments. The five-year
average is 173 colli-
sions per year, putting
2025’s 171 collisions
below average.

Two big decreases
in 2025 compared to
2024 were collision
occurrences on private
property (parking lots)
and at town-controlled
intersections. The larg-
est difference between
the two, parking lots,
decreased by 29 per-
cent, while town-con-
trolled  intersections
decreased by three

percent. Both scenar-
ios also fall below
the five-year average.
These two categories
are combined in the
report and make up the
largest chunk of the
total collisions for the
year, at twenty-eight
percent.

On the flip side, the
Collision Report also
showed increases.
Collisions within the
Highway 43 corridor
increased by 27 per-

cent, exceeding the
five-year average.
However, anoth-

er piece worth noting
here is the effect that
the pandemic had on
traffic levels. The five
years making up the
current average were
all grossly affected by
lower traffic counts
and are now being used
to compare against
2025, a year when lev-
els had all but returned
to normal levels.

In fact, when com-
pared to years before
the pandemic, 2025
fell below the average
of 42 collisions, with
38.

The story is similar

for town streets and
parking lots. Both in-
creased from 2024
to 2025, jumping by
twenty-two  percent.
However, when com-
pared to years prior
to the pandemic, both
remain  below the
five-year average of
49 collisions per year.
In 2025, town streets
and parking lots saw
44 collisions, which is
twenty-six percent of
the year’s total colli-
sions.

The majority of all
collisions within the
Town of Whitecourt
fall into the category
of property damage/
reportable, with 91 in
2025, meaning that
most result in damage
of some kind to a ve-
hicle or other proper-
ty and that most are
reportable  concerns.
Other categories in-
cluded property dam-
age-non-reportable, of
which there were elev-
en, thirty-nine for fail-
ing to stop or remain
at the scene, and thirty
collisions categorized
as non-fatal injuries.

The highest number

of non-fatal injuries
and reportable prop-
erty damage incidents
related to collisions
occurred along the
Highway 43 corridor.
Perhaps the best news
in the report is that
there were no colli-
sion-related fatalities
last year. From 2020
to 2025, there were
three collision-related
fatalities, all of which
occurred in 2022.

One change that
stood out in the report
was the number of col-
lisions at the intersec-
tion of 52 Avenue and
Dahl Drive (No Frills/

Walmart). In 2024,
there was one collision
there.

In 2023, there were
four. Last year, that al-
ready busy intersection
faced eight collision
events, exceeding the
five-year average by
close to double. The
next highest intersec-
tion for collisions was
IGA/Home Hardware,
which saw five last
year, two more than
the previous year.

The report stated that
the increase in colli-

sions could be due to
increased traffic in the
area, with the opening
of both Shoppers Drug
Mart and Dollar Tree
that year. It also stated
that it may have been
weather-related, as all
but one of the colli-
sions occurred during
the winter season. It
noted that the interac-
tion would be moni-
tored to see if patterns
continue, which could
lead to changes, if nec-
essary.

The last part of the
report showed the traf-
fic count on Highway
43. Westbound drivers

crossing 51 Street to-
talled 16,000 in 2025,
while Eastbound at
the same intersection
totalled 16,100. At
the Dahl Drive lights,
14,380 drivers passed
by heading west, while
16,320 crossed on their
way to the east. All
counts were up from
previous years but re-
main shy of 2019 traf-
fic volumes, which saw
17,120 drivers cross
through the 51 Street
intersection, heading
eastbound.
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Contact 211 Alberta
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Find mental health, addiction
and community supports.

Free. Confidential. Available 24/7.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

wwrw.whitecourt.ca | facebook.comTownofWhitecourt | 780-TT8-2273

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING:

Monday, July 20, 2026 — 4:00 PM
Forest Interpretive Centre
3002 - 33 Street, Whitecourt, AB

Pursuant to the provisions of the Municipal Government Act, the Town of Whitecourt has
received an application to amend:

+ Municipal Development Plan Bylaw 1576; and

+ Land Use Bylaw 1577

Municipal Development Plan Bylaw 1576-1
Proposes to amend Section 7.4, the Highway Commercial policy area, of the Municipal

Development Plan.
* The key change proposed under this amendment is to allow Council to consider
supportive living accommodations on a site-specific basis within the Highway
Commercial policy area.

Land Use Bylaw 1577-6
Proposes to create a new ‘D-CS’ Direct Control — Supportive Living land use district and

proposes to rezone 3515 Caxton Street to this new D-CS district.

* The key change proposed under this amendment is to allow for a supportive
living accommodation (an “Assisted Living Facility”) at 3515 Caxton Street, along
with discretionary uses such as associated offices, ancillary health or social
services, and community support services directly related to resident care.

PaiK CIR

[PARK DR PARK DR- — — pARK DR

Public Hearing - 4:00 p.m. Monday, July 20, 2026, in the Town Council Chambers.
This is a formal opportunity to make presentations for or against the proposed
application. All comments are directly to Council, and form part of the public record.
The Public Hearing will be available in person and through electronic means. All
presentations are limited to five minutes each.

Written Submissions:

Individuals or organizations wishing to make a submission for the Public Hearing
are encouraged to provide their comments in writing prior to noon on Thursday,
July 16, 2026. Written comments are to be to emailed to stephanieschaffner@
whitecourt.ca, dropped off at the Town Office 5004 — 52 Avenue, or mailed to Box
509, Whitecourt, AB, T7S 1N6 with attention to Stephanie Schaffner. Please note
the following:

« If mailing a written submission, please ensure that it is mailed sufficiently in
advance to allow enough time for it to be received prior to the above noted
deadline.

+ |f emailing a written submission, please note that any attachments greater
than 5MB or sent as a .zip file will NOT be accepted by the Town of
Whitecourt email server.

Electronic Presentations:

Individuals or organizations who wish to make a presentation by electronic means
must pre-register with the Legislative Manager by emailing a request to
administration@whitecourt.ca prior to noon on Thursday, July 16, 2026.

All written comments and pre-registration emails must clearly state your full name,
municipal address, daytime phone number, and your support or opposition to the
proposed amendments. It is also recommended to confirm receipt of all written
submissions or email pre-registration requests.

A copy of all related documents can be viewed

in person at the Town Office 5004 - 52 Avenue,
Planning Desk, during regular business hours prior
to the Public Hearing. The proposed amendments
can be found on the Town of Whitecourt website at

The Public Hearing will be livestreamed via the
Town of Whitecourt YouTube Channel.

Questions on the process or the Public Hearing
should be directed to Stephanie Schaffner, Planner, at 780-778-2273, e-mailed to
stephanieschaffner@whitecourt.ca, or mailed to Box 509, Whitecourt, AB, T7S 1N6.

NOTICE OF DECISION

The following decisions were made by the Municipal Planning Commission:

Application No. 26-068 — Variance to Reduce Building Separation Distance From 5.0m to 3.81m at 6 Westview Trailer Court - Approved with conditions.

Application No. D26-072 — Discretionary Use — Equipment Sales, Rental and Repair, Heavy at 3903 38 Street - Approved with conditions.

Application No. D26-077 — Discretionary Use — Veterinary Clinic operating — Dog Daycare at 3509 35 Street - Approved with conditions.

Subdivision W14-317 — Request for Extension NW36-59-12-W5M — 25 Lots at Wellwood Drive - Approved with conditions.

Date of Decision: June 25, 2026

Appeal Closes at 4:00 pm: July 16, 2026

An Appeal of the above decision(s) may be made by submitting a written appeal and appeal fee ($315) to the Office of the Secretary of the Subdivision and Development Appeal
Board, Town of Whitecourt Administration Building, Box 509, Whitecourt, Alberta, T7S 1N6 prior to 4:00 pm on the above noted date. Any person(s) affected by the said proposal(s),

has the right to appeal prior to the above date.

Visit www.whit

Learn more at ab.211.ca

AMberton
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' During our Store Renovations Caine’s Jewellers’

AINE)S commitment to serving and meeting the
Jewellery needs of our community and area
JEWELLERS Stl” remalnS.

EST. 1949

Starting July 6, 2026, if your Jewellery is in need
of repair, or you need a battery for your watch,
you can drop it off with our sales associates who
will gladly take care of it for you. We can be found
through the side entrance of the Whitecourt and
~ District Chamber of Commerce building at

\

z I 4907 — 52" Avenue in Whitecourt Unit #7.

Monday - Friday Tlam-3pm

You can also follow us on our Facebook page
(facebook.com/cjewellers)
for updated news as our renovation progresses.

If you are needing an item for a special occasion,
please reach out via text to
Kandice @ 780-778-3302

or email at wckandice@cainesjewellers.com.

We can’t wait to show
you our hew Home!!!!
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Get your
degree at RDP.

Pursue interest and opportunity with degree
programs in education, health, science,
psychology, multidisciplinary studies,

film and animation.
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@ Free to subscribe

@ Never miss an issue

@ Read on any device

@ Read every issue online the
moment it's published. Red Deer £ M Productivity.
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Back in the game: Canadian
GDP growth returns

Real GDP by industry in Canada (AT Economics )
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| By Mark Parsons,
ATB ECONOMICS

Canada’s economic
growth returned to pos-
itive territory in both
April and May (ad-
vance reading), follow-
ing two straight quar-
terly declines.

The headline num-
bers show that April
real GDP gained 0.5%,
while the advance read-
ing for May points to a
0.1% increase.

Industry details

for April:

Goods-producing in-

dustries (+1.2%) drove
April’s gain.

* Mining, quarrying,
and oil and gas ex-
traction: Rose by
2.9%, the largest
monthly gain in over
two years, and ac-
counting for about
half the headline in-
crease. The oil sands
sector expanded
6.6% as synthetic
crude oil production
rebounded following
previous  unsched-
uled maintenance.

* Construction: Grew
by 0.7%, the first
increase in five
months.

* Manufacturing: Up

0.6% after a string
of weak perfor-
mances. This sector
has been hampered
by  sector-specific
tariffs (GDP in pri-
mary metals, lum-
ber, and auto manu-
facturing all remain
below January 2025
levels).

Services-
producing
industries (+0.3%)
* Widespread gains—
notably in real es-
tate, transportation
and warehousing,
finance and insur-
ance, and public
administration—
helped offset de-
clines in wholesale
trade and profes-

sional services.

Bottom line

It’s not worthy of a
World Cup game cele-
bration, but we’ll take
it. Today’s report comes
after two straight quar-
terly declines in GDP
and a month-long de-
bate over whether
we’re in a recession or
not (our view: it’s not
an actual recession and
this report should quiet
the recession chatter,

but a sign of econom-
ic weakness and long-
term structural issues
- more below).

When combined with
May’s solid job gain,
today’s report shows
that the Canadian econ-
omy still has some life.
While the monthly
GDP report is not al-
ways a reliable gauge
of quarterly results, the
economy is on pace for
annualized growth of
over 2% in the second
quarter (assuming June
comes in flat).

Further, Canada’s
GDP is growing again
on a per-person basis,
even if that’s in large
part due to a shrinking
denominator.

But let’s leave the
champagne on ice for
now, as we put today’s
data into historical con-
text. Growth is return-
ing in the second quar-
ter, but this comes after
declines in three of the
past four quarters. The
economy is now mak-
ing up for lost ground.

More  importantly,
we are still looking for
evidence that long-term
structural issues (see
playing less injured
below) are getting re-

solved. So far, the con-
sumer has been doing
too much of the heavy
lifting (retail trade GDP
was flat in April, but
this comes after an an-
nualized gain of 3.5%

in Q1).

What’s next?

Corner kick. A one-
time tourism bump can
be expected from the
World Cup festivities
in June/July. Food and
accommodation  ser-
vices are poised for a
temporary lift.

Playing less injured.
Our eyes are squarely
on whether the strug-
gling components of
GDP—exports and
investments—will  re-
turn to the field. The
consumer has been re-
silient, providing an
offset to a challenging
trade environment for
business. But consumer
spending will be put to
the test by a declining
population, wobbly la-
bour market and high-
er energy costs. As the
tariff shock wears off,
and businesses adjust
to the new trade envi-
ronment, we expect to
see exports grinding
higher, but still being

challenged. The Bank
of Canada is also bank-
ing on more investment
and exports in their lat-
est forecast.

Game time decision.
The Canada-United
States-Mexico Agree-
ment (CUSMA) review
is slated to start tomor-
row, though President
Trump does not appear
to be in a rush. An opti-
mistic take is a positive
renewal, extending the
agreement for 16 more
years. But we think a
more likely scenario is
no renewal, ushering
in annual reviews. Our
base case is that sector
tariffs remain in place,
but with the CUSMA
exemption  retained.
That is, no better or
worse, but the same.
Still, compared to last
year’s tariff turmoil, a
period of relative sta-
bility.

Also coming soon,
Alberta will announce
its submission of the
proposed West Coast
oil pipeline to the fed-
eral Major Projects
Office on July 2. The
federal government
will then have until Oc-
tober 1 to designate it
as a project of national

interest.

Will a ringer enter
the field? Canada could
use the assistance of
the “made in Canada”
playmaker to kickstart
growth. The largest up-
side comes from accel-
erating major projects
that have been prom-
ised, but with shov-
els waiting to hit the
ground. Lofty invest-
ment goals (Carney’s
plan is to catalyze $1
trillion over five years)
are not yet showing up
in the data, with real
business  investment
falling 1.9% y/y in Q1
2026. Going back fur-
ther, investment is still

16% below its Q4 2014
peak.*
On the sidelines.

Don’t expect the Bank
of Canada to react too
much to this report.
The economy is only
now making up for lost
ground, and inflation is
too high. We continue
to see the Bank of Can-
ada on hold next month
and for the remainder
of the year.

*Real non-residential
business investment in
structures and machin-
ery and equipment.
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Whitecourt Town Council Update

La Catrina and
Brookes Creek Camp-
ground & Mini Golf
have been awarded
funds under the White-
court Launch Program.

Whitecourt Launch
provides additional
financial support for
business development
projects that stimu-
late business retention,
growth and expansion.
Thank you to all the
businesses that applied
and shared their ideas!

e La Catrina received
$10,000 towards the
new business estab-
lishment of a restau-
rant in the down-
town core.

* Brookes Creek
Campground &
Mini Golf has re-
ceived $5,000 to-
wards the develop-
ment of Everly’s
Eats, a coffee, snack
and ice cream shack.
The semi-annual re-

port on economic de-
velopment  activities
was presented to Coun-
cil and includes infor-
mation on current ini-
tiatives and updates on
projects undertaken so
far in 2026. The report
is available to view on
www.whitecourt.ca/
business.

Whitecourt has
awarded the contract
for the construction
of multi-use courts at
Festival Park to E-Con-
struction in the amount
of $1,009,304.50. The
project involves the
construction of 2,545
square metres of court
surface, which will
include 12  pickle-
ball courts, two ten-
nis courts, one hockey
court, and one basket-
ball court. Construction
will start this summer
and is expected to be
complete in the fall.

Knelsen Sand &

Gravel Ltd. has been
awarded a $732,251.80
contract for intersec-
tion upgrades at the 52
Avenue/47 Street and
49 Avenue/51 Street
intersections. Traffi ¢
signal upgrades have
already been complet-
ed at both intersections,
and road-way upgrades
will improve safety,
traffi ¢ fl ow and over-
all functionality of the
transportation network.
The upgrades are part
of a larger initiative to
enhance accessibility
and connectivity of bus
stops along the transit
route, and the project
is 80% funded with the
support of the Canada
Public Fund — Rural
Transit Solutions Fund.
Construction schedules
are being finalized, and
further information
will be provided to the
community once con-
firmed. The project is

a partnership project
between  Whitecourt
and the Rotary Club of
Whitecourt, with fund-
ing support from the
Active  Communities
Initiative Fund.

Enseicom Inc. has
been awarded a
$118,002 contract for
the supply of eleven
bus shelters and bench-
es. The project is being
undertaken as part of a
larger initiative to en-
hance accessibility and
connectivity of bus
stops along the transit
route. Whitecourt was
successful in receiving
funding from the Can-
ada Public Fund - Ru-
ral Transit Solutions
Fund to complete this
work, and the grant is
funding 80% of project
costs.

The annual review of
Off -Site Levies is com-
plete and, based on the
study, rates will be de-

Can you develop food allergies as an adult?

(NC) Most people as-
sume food allergies are
a childhood condition
that you either grow up
with or outgrow. But
for a growing number
of Canadians, the first
signs are showing up
later in life.

“Adult-onset allergies
are more common than
people realize,” says Dr.
Harold Kim, an aller-
gist and immunologist.
“The challenge is that
adults are more likely
to dismiss symptoms
or assume it was some-
thing else, and that can
be dangerous.”

When symptoms

don’t seem serious

Symptoms like hives,
upset stomach, scratchy
throat or even chest
pain after eating can be
easy to blame on stress,
a stomach bug or acid
reflux. This tendency to
explain away reactions
can delay a proper di-
agnosis and leave you
unprepared to respond
if a severe reaction hap-
pens.

Why reactions can
change over time

Allergic reactions
don’t always stay the
same and can change
as we age. Research
indicates that factors

like declining physical
activity and underlying
heath conditions such as
cardiovascular disease
or respiratory illness
can make an allergic re-
action worse.

“An allergy that
caused mild symp-
toms in your 40s may
present very different-
ly in your 60s,” says
Dr. Kim. “Age-related
changes to the immune
system and the presence
of other conditions can
change how your body
responds.”

An allergic reaction
can happen fast and
without warning. If

you’ve noticed a pattern
of repeated symptoms
after eating a particular
food, it’s important to
see your doctor and not
ignore it. An allergist
can confirm a diagno-
sis through testing, help
identify triggers and ad-
vise on how to manage
it, including whether
carrying — emergency
epinephrine medication,
like an EpiPen, is rec-
ommended. The earlier
an allergy is properly
diagnosed, the safer you
can be.

Find more informa-
tion on allergies and
treatments at epipen.ca.

creasing as of January
1, 2027. Off -Site Lev-
ies are a cost recovery
tool that to help pay for
infrastructure projects
that allow the commu-
nity to grow, including
roads, and water and
sewage treatment.
Development  Type
2026 Off -Site Levy
Rate 2027 Off -Site

Levy Rate Residential
+ Single Family
Dwelling  $4,763/
dwelling unit

$4,745/dwelling
unit
* Multi-Family
Dwelling Units
$2,074/dwelling
unit  $2,067/dwell-
ing unit
Non-Residential
$55,504/hectare
$55,303/hectare
Earlier this year,
Whitecourt  awarded
the Highway 43 Vital-
ization Phase 1 Con-
tract; however, the
contractor is unable to
proceed with the proj-
ect. The contract has
now been awarded to
West Peak Forestry in
partnership with Trigg
Seasonal Solutions
for $447,336.17. The
project includes plant-
ing on both sides of
the highway, between
53 Avenue and River-
boat Park Road, with
raised planting beds.
The project will im-
prove the community’s
appearance and make
the corridor more wel-
coming to visitors. The
project is funded in part
by the Green Municipal
Fund’s Growing Cana-
da’s Community Cano-

pies initiative.

Council has adopt-
ed the 2026 20-Year
Capital & Life Cycle
Plan. The Plan, which
includes over 140 proj-
ects, provides a vision
for the long-term devel-
opment of Whitecourt’s
infrastructure; land de-
velopment; parks and
trails; and, building and
recreational/cultural
facilities to meet the
needs of our growing
community. The Plan
incorporates  projects
and timelines identi-
fied through engineer-
ing studies, planning
sessions,  workshops,
budget deliberations,
and public engagement
activities. The Plan is
available to view at
www.whitecourt.ca/
your-town.

Council has adopted
a new Council Remu-
neration, Allowances,
Benefits and Expens-
es Policy. While the
monthly hono- rarium
and rates for Council
have not changed, the
new policy provides
clarity regarding what
is included in month-
ly hono-rariums, and
guidelines for eligibil-
ity for per diems. The
review of compensa-
tion also resulted in a
new policy for Public
Appointed Council
Committee Members.

Council has ap-
proved the temporary
closure of 35 Street,
from 34 Avenue to 35
Avenue, on August 22,
2026 from 9am to 5pm
for the Ralcomm Car
Show and Shine.

WHITECOURT
ADOPTABLE

ANIMALS

his sweet boy loves attention,
belly rubs, and being by your
side. He appears calm around
other dogs and has a playful,

affectionate personality.

Maverick is up to date on
vaccinations

and awaiting neuter
surgery. Applications
are being

accepted now.

To learn more or book a
meet-and-greet, call
Whitecourt Pound at;

«Z 780-778-5767
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_;_‘ Alberta For all open career opportunities,
— Newspnnt please check out our website at

. P COlTlpany albertanewsprint.com - Careers.

Students enjoy
a sack race
during Pat
Hardy School’s
Sports Day

on June 19.
The event was
supported

by parent
volunteers,
Percy Baxter
Middle School
leadership
students,
School Council
and Alexander
Safety &
Environmental,
which provided
a barbecue
lunch.

Representatives of the Town

of Whitecourt present a 2026
Enhancement Grant to the
Five6Seven8 Cheer Association on
June 16. The association received

L‘-; Jﬁﬂ,ﬂ, . ol v

Representatives of the Whitecourt & Area R/C Club accept a 2026 Enhancement $6,158.15 for its Special Abilities
Grant from the Town of Whitecourt outside the Town Administration Building Enhancement Project through the

on June 16. The $3,426.78 grant will help fund a rental fleet of radio-controlled Town’s Enhancement Grant Program,
race cars, giving newcomers an opportunity to try R/C racing and encouraging which supports local recreation, arts
participation in the growing community club. and culture initiatives.

~OMSUMEF

Compassionately serving families in Whitecourt,
Mayerthorpe, and surrounding communities since 1941.

- Personalized Ceremonies - Reception Catering /Flowers

Park Memorial.

f P o We will help | + Pre-amanged Funeral Plans + Monument Tributes |
you with: | +« Clergy # Church and Halls - Grief Support Funeral Home & Crematorium
Wheelchair Accessible ﬁ_‘“ - Obi Notices . Assistance with CPP Applications wewpakmemarialcom
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Money Matters

One Canadian Dollar = 0.70 US Dollar
at an exchange rate of 0.7041 (using nominal rate).

SO e

.
- i
Dollar Values as of July 8, 2026

Local news printed
on local newsprint
= Alberta
_—— Newsprint
i COmpany

Just Peachy

ARTS AND CRAFTS

Locally owned and operated indoor
artisan market. At Just Peachy, you
will find over 100 artisans selling their
creations. Everything from pottery
and paintings to soaps and sun-

catchers.@ @ @ 780-778-1051
5014 50 St, Whitecourt

Contact us about our workshops

justpeachyarts@outlook.com

Do

Tim Hortons in Whitecourt is looking
to fill the following positions:
Food Service Attendant

Full Time / Shift Work

Food Service Supervisor
Full Time / Shift Work

SHIFT INCENTIVE FOR OVERNIGHTS

Please apply in person at the restaurant.

4331-52 Ave Unit 1 4216 Elko Drive
\_ Whitecourt, AB Whitecourt, AB

J

Woodlands County photos
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Participants had a great time creating their own fairy gardens on June 27. Despite
the rainy weather, everyone enjoyed the activity and came up with all kinds of unique

designs in their pots.
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Woodlands County
Council Recap

Ted Weicker of Qa-
talyst Research Group
Inc. provided updates
to the draft Strategic
Plan 2026 to 2030 to
Council. The Strate-
gic Plan project work
plan and the associ-
ated Public Partici-
pation Plan set out a
nine-phase process
that combines Coun-
cil, Woodlands Coun-

McLeod Lake (Gold-
fish Lake) within Car-
son-Pegasus Provincial
Park. WITA currently
operates a Tipi Village
and provides Indige-
nous cultural tourism
experiences and land-
based educational pro-
gramming. The orga-
nization advises that
its current disposition
expires in December

to network, share pro-
gram information, and
explore potential part-
nerships. Council ap-
proved that Councillors
Karen St. Martin and
Patricia MacNeil will
attend this year’s EDA
Dinner.

Community Fu-
tures Yellowhead East
(CFYE) has submitted
an Attendance Request

ty Departments, and 2026 and that Alberta to Council for the
public input. Council Parks has indicated an Community  Futures
accepted the presenta- extension may be con- Network of Alberta
tion for information. tingent upon demon- (CFNA) Provincial
Council also direct- strating continued Symposium. Council

ed Administration to
schedule an addition-
al full-day workshop

public use and tourism
activity. Council autho-
rized a letter of support

designated the Reeve
to represent the Coun-
ty and provide wel-

www.whitecourtpress.com

with Qatalyst Research  to the Whitecourt ISGA coming remarks at the
Group Inc. Tourism  Association 2026 CFNA Provincial

Council passed By- (WITA). Symposium pre-event -
law 642-26, being the Council considered mixer and opening. =:

Chief Administrative

a sponsorship request

Council  appointed

Officer Amendment for the 2026 Pacific the Chair, the Clerk,
Bylaw. Council also Northwest Econom- and the Certified Pan-
gave first reading to ic Region (PNWER) ellists to the 2026
Bylaw 638-26, being Annual Summit, tak- Assessment Review
the Procedural Bylaw, ing place July 19-23, Board.

and directed Adminis- 2026, in Edmonton. Council received the
tration to provide fur- PNWER is a non-par- 2026 Water and Waste-
ther amendments and tisan public-private water Rate Review

bring it back to the
next Council meeting.

At its June 3, 2026,
meeting, Council re-

forum that brings to-
gether government,
industry, Indigenous,
and academic leaders

Interim Report for in-
formation and direct-
ed Administration to
include stormwater in

1T

Spruc eVi’ew Lodg; photos

Residents at Spruce View Lodge celebrated Canada Day with

ceived a Notice of from across the Cana- the review. iced maple tea, Canadian trivia and a special visit from Sue and
Motion directing Ad- dian and U.S. North- Council  approved | Boom the Therapy Pup.
ministration to devel- west to address shared $2,800.00, excluding

op a formal process to
track, document, and
communicate revisions
to agenda packages af-
ter publication. At the
June 18, 2026, meet-
ing, Council received
Administration’s  as-
sessment of a formal

change-management regional interests close Council authorized

and revision-tracking to home. Council ap- the half-day closure of Township Range [ Meridian
process for informa- proved a $10,000 USD all Woodlands Coun- - e Sl
tion. The proposed sponsorship for the ty offices on Friday, = 1wl wem
process aligns with 2026 PNWER Annual December 4, 2026, to = TG ENan s e
amendments  Coun- Summit and directed allow for the County’s £ FERERTRERLE e I -
cil has requested be Administration to in- Annual Awards Event. < ‘“’"‘.‘i:itﬂi:’ﬂii‘j L
incorporated into the vite industry stakehold- Council appoint- E [22INBRN] VoM
Procedural Bylaw, and ers and the Town of ed Councillor Peter & RATED
the matter will be ad- Whitecourt to attend. Kuelken as Deputy = PR
dressed through the Each year, Wood- Reeve for the term = EXRER LR -

bylaw review process.

Whitecourt  ISGA
Tourism  Association
(WITA) requested a
letter of support from
Woodlands County to

accompany a submis- members, stakeholders, ty Reeve rotational :pptrovatl) frolr'; AZI(I:)J;agta Forestry and Parks. The planned completion date for the program is
. .. . . eptember 15, X

sion to Alberta Parks ministers, and senior schedule. Councillor P

regarding the future staff from the Govern- Kuelken  graciously For more information, please contact our Silviculture Supervisor at

of its disposition lo-
cated adjacent to Little

economic  priorities.
Council recognized the
value of supporting the
event, particularly as
the Annual Summit is
being held in Edmon-
ton, providing a unique
opportunity to partic-
ipate in and showcase

lands County attends
the Annual Econom-
ic Developers Alberta
(EDA) Ministry Din-
ner. This annual event
brings together EDA

ment of Canada and the
Government of Alberta

GST, for a Joint Road
Tour with the Town of
Whitecourt and direct-
ed Administration to
coordinate a joint plan-
ning discussion with
the Town of White-
court on the objective
and cost.

commencing June 29,
2026, and ending Feb-
ruary 27, 2027, in ac-
cordance with Motion
No.  C-15-378-2025
regarding the Depu-

accepted the appoint-
ment.

Public Notice

As part of Canfor’s Whitecourt and Fox Creek 2026 Vegetation Management Program, we are
proposing to apply glyphosate on cutblocks located within our Forest Management Area and
timber licenses in the Whitecourt, Fox Creek, Fort Assiniboine, and Edson areas. A maximum
of 4500 hectares are proposed for treatment throughout the following locations:

This treatment, part of our forest renewal program, will temporarily control herbaceous,
shrub and deciduous competition, to improve the growth and survival of tree seedlings and
saplings. Herbicide will be applied through either aerial or ground-based application.

Application of herbicides is scheduled to begin on or around August 10, 2026, pending

(780) 778-2221 Ext 2402, or WCTSilviculture@Canfor.com

A look at the local weather Wed., July 8 Thu., July 9 Fri., July 10 Sat., July 11 Sun., July 12
Risk of thunderstorm Mainly sunny Chance of shower Chance of shower Risk of thunderstorm
P.O.P. 70% 20% 30% 40% 40%
High 19°C 19°C 19°C 20°C 20°C
Low 10°C 9°C 10°C 10°C 11°C
Wind N 13 km/h W 24 km/h W 13 km/h SE 10 km/h SW 20 km/h
24-Hr Rain / Snow ~5mm - ~imm ~imm <Iimm
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I your Iife is in danger or you know someone’s life is in danger DIAL EMERGENCY NOW 911!

If you are experiencing suicidal thoughts, to access crisis support by phone, in French or ~ anywhere in (Canada by texting TALK to (Canada
you need to know that you're not alone. You  English: toll-free

can also call if you are not in crisis, seeking ad- ~ 24/7
ditional information. The new Canada Suicide

(risis Text Line (Powered by Kids Help French-speaking Crisis Responder on any text/

(Online or on the
to reach an English speaking Crisis ~ Phone). First Nations and Inuit Hope for Well-

Responder and TEXTO to to reach a  ness 24/7 Help Line

(anadian Indian Residential Schools Crisis

Available

Prevention Service (CSPS), by Crisis Services Phone) (anada Wide free, 24/7 texting SMSenabled cell phone. Line

(anada, enables callers anywhere in Canada  service is accessible immediately to youth

25-0ct-1986 ... 4-Jul-2008

Every 40 seconds somewhere around the world
someone dies by suicide, that’s 99 people every 66
minutes. Every day, that’s almost 100 people in the

United States alone, and over 2160 worldwide. Putting
a Face on Suicide (PAF0S) is a suicide awareness proj-
ect that creates posters and videos to pay tribute to
those we have lost to suicide with dignity and respect.
PAF0S humanizes the daunting statistics; lovingly
replacing numbers with faces.

KidsHelpPhone Ages 20 Years and Under in  Trans LifeLine — All Ages

SPONSORED BY

Tri-Logging Ltd.

Tri-Logging
IS against
hullying

Robert Brown
Owner

3507 37th Avenue
Whitecourt, AB T7S 0C3

Phone 780-778-0699
Fax 780-778-8431

» Electrical & Instrumentation
« Fabrication & Modularization
* Maintenance & Turnarounds
* Insulation

+ Facility Construction

— 780-778-5000 - Pipeline Integrity Digs

« 24/7 Callout Services

FLINT

A Division of ClearStream

%rm

A locally owned and family operated
newspaper serving Whitecourt

A -

Contact

Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858
Email: wectpress@telus.net

Alberta
. Weekly Newspapers
Association

The Press is printed on high quality newsprint using
vegetable based ink. We encourage you to share, save,
reuse, rehash & recycle.

Letter to the Editor policy

The Press welcomes readers to write letters to
the Editor. A maximum of 300 words is
preferred but not necessary. Letters must carry
a first name or two initials with surname and
include an address and daytime telephone
number. All letters are subject to editing.
Please emalil letters to wctpress@gmail.com.

Alberta
' Weekly Newspapers
Association

https://whitecourtpress.com

Lress

CALL 780-706-1858
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THINK YOUR
INTERNET IS
THE FASTEST IN
WHITECOURT?

I N I E R N E I With more devices in every home from smart

systems and security to streaming tv, gaming,

T and downloads - your internet just needs to

Experience the Difference with

WHITECOURT RIAEE:

You Deserve Better Than “Good Enough” Internet

LIGHTS
§® I BER

ek % Don’t miss out. scan now to be first in line for fiber : n N - d .
=] and get exclusive offers. - . c
- ¥ 7" northernlightsfiber.ca/WHITECOURT

HOME e BUSINESS e COMMERCIAL
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AG PIONEER NOMINATIONS

Woodlands County Agriculture Services Board (ASB) would like to recognize
individuals with a long-term commitment to agriculture - our Ag Pioneers!

Nominations are now being accepted for this prestigious award. Awards will be presented at
the Annual Agriculture Services Supper.

Please submit a nomination letter briefly outlining qualifications based on the following
eligibility criteria:
« Nominees must have resided and actively farmed in Woodlands County for a minimum
of thirty (30) years.
+ Nominees must be a minimum of 60 years of age.

« Priority will be given to individuals who currently reside in Woodlands County.
+ Nominations will be accepted from family members, members of the public and Agri-
culture Services Board members. Individuals may also apply.

Nominations may be submitted by mail to:
Woodlands County, Box 33, Fort Assiniboine, AB. TOG 1A0
Attn: Manager, Ag Services

Or e-mail: agservices@woodlands.ab.ca

NOMINATION DEADLINE IS JULY 31, 2026

UPCOMING WOODLANDS COUNTY
COUNCIL & COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The following is a list of upcoming Woodlands County Committee Meetings:
« Regular Council Meeting — July 16 at 9:30 a.m.
+ Governance & Priorities Committee Meeting — July 22 at 5:00 p.m.
« Economic Development Committee Meeting — July 28 at 1:00 p.m.

JOIN US! All Committee Meetings are open to the public. All
meetings are held at the Woodlands County Administration N
Building at #1 Woodlands Lane, Whitecourt, unless otherwise 2= g
posted.

Access meeting schedules, agenda packages, minutes, and
more by scanning the QR Code or going to our CivicWeb
Portal: woodlands.civicweb.net/Portal/

WOODLANDS COUNTY BENEFITS PROGRAM -
IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES

PROPERTY TAX REBATE: Starting July 1, 2026.
Property owners can apply to receive a flat rebate of $150.00.

For full program details and forms, visit woodlands.ab.ca/p/benefits-program, or call
Community Services at 780-778-8400.

ABOUT THE BENEFITS PROGRAM:
Woodlands County’s Benefits Program helps eligible low-income, senior, or disabled
residents by offering the following:

+ Health-related travel cost reimbursement: $0.50/km, up to $300 per person, per
year.

- Property tax rebate: $150 flat rebate if you own your own home.

« Up to 3 free snowplow flags per residence.

YOUTH PROGRAM FINANCIAL SUPPORT!

Do you have a youth aged 4-18 who could use a little financial help to join a recreation,
sports, art, or culture program?

Woodlands County’s Youth Enrichment Subsidy (YES) can provide up to $600 per year to help
cover program costs — and it can be used for multiple programs!

IMPORTANT: Apply BEFORE starting the program.
Call Community Services: 780-778-8400

More info & applications: woodlands.ab.ca/p/yes-program

Help your youth explore, create, and play!

NOTICE OF DECISION - DEVELOPMENT
PERMIT 26-DP-042

Location: NE 18-58-11 W5M Lot3 Block 3 Plan 1423727
Proposed Development: Accessory Building

Decision Date: June 23, 2026

Appeal Deadline: July 14, 2026

For full details on Development Permits visit
https://woodlands.ab.ca/

Email: planning@woodlands.ab.ca

Call: 1-888-870-6315

WOODLANDS COUNTY HAS
EXCITING JOB OPPORTUNITIES!

« Economic Development Officer
« Fire Services Operations Coordinator

For more information and to apply, scan the QR Code, or go
to: woodlands.ab.ca/p/careers
Local work. Good people. Let’s talk.

o

RURAL BEAUTIFICATION NOMINATIONS

Woodlands County Agriculture Services Board (ASB) would like to recognize
individuals who take pride in their property!

The Rural Beautification Awards recognize individuals who, through yard maintenance and
property beautification, foster civic pride, environmental awareness, and municipal beautifi-

cation.

Nominating someone is a great way to acknowledge the countless hours spent landscaping,
maintaining, and enhancing a valued part of our County.

One agricultural and one non-agricultural recipient will be selected from each
County Division. Awards will be presented at the Annual Agriculture Services Supper.

Nomination forms are available at both County offices and online at
www.woodlands.ab.ca.

Nominations must include two photographs of the nominated property.
Submit your nomination forms:

Emailed to: agservices@woodlands.ab.ca Dropped off at either County office.

Or mailed to: Woodlands County, Box 33, Fort Assiniboine, AB. TOG 1A0 Attn: Manager, Ag
Services

NOMINATION DEADLINE IS JULY 31, 2026

www.woodlands.ab.ca
780-778-8400
DAVE PATRICIA ALAN KAREN JENNA PETER BENNY 1-888-870-6315
KUSCH MACNEIL DEANE ST. MARTIN WRIGHT KUELKEN WHITTEN admin@woodlands.ab.ca
Reeve, Division 1 Anselmo Councillor, Division 2 - Councillor, Division 3 - Councillor, Division 4 - Councillor, Division 5 - Councillor, Division 6 - Goose Lake / Councillor, Division 7 - 1 Woodlands Lane,
dave.kusch@woodlands.ab.ca Whitecourt West Whitecourt Central Whitecourt East Blue Ridge Freeman River Fort Assiniboine / Timeu Whitecourt,
780-778-9337 patricia I dlands.ab.ca alan.d dlands.ab.ca Karen. i dlands.ab.ca jenna.wri dlands.ab.ca peter.kuell dlands.ab.ca benny.whitten@woodlands.ab.ca ’
780-268-3000 780-778-0894 780-778-0822 780-779-6765 780-284-2425 780-305-4655 AB T7S 1N3

BOOKYOURAD NOW

Call Valerie Winger at 780.706.1858
or email wctpress@gmail.com

ress-
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Blanket Classified Ads

Alberta and NWT for 5269 (up to 25 words) $8.00 each additional word, These ads are placed in over 100
community newspapers throughout Alberta. We can also place ads In other provinces throughout Canada.

Buildings For Sale
INTEGRITY POST
FRAME BUILDINGS
since 2008 BUILT WITH
CONCRETE POSTS.
Barns, Shops, Riding
Arenas, Machine Sheds
and more, sales@integri-
tybuilt.com 1-866-974-

com.

Coming Events
FIREARMS WANTED
FOR OUR 2026 AUC-
TION PROGRAM:
Firearms, Ammunition,
Accessories, or Militaria.
Collections, Estates or

or Possible Purchase:
Contact us: 1-800-694-
2609, Email: sales@
switzersauction.com or
Visit us @ www.switzer-
sauction.com for Auction
Dates & Details.

0dds 6f a child being diagn
with a lsm 1in1o

Services

PRIVATE MORTGAGE
LENDER. All real estate
types considered. No
credit checks done.
Deal direct with lender
and get quick approval.
403-543-0927; www.
firstandsecondmortgag-
es.ca.

A AUTISM SPEAKS™
L' u!,’(! Ws time tolisten

7678 www.integritybuilt.

single items. For Auction,

| PAY CASH!!

FOR ALL GOLD & SILVER COINS,
JEWELRY, BARS, INGOTS,
NUGGETS, GOLD Dust,
Dental Gold, Bullion, Sterling
Silverware, plus anything made
of gold or silver!

Covering ALL OF ALBERTA,
and | can come to youl!
| also purchase coin collections!

CaLL Toop

780-504-7995

‘——— 24% CANADIAN PRAIRIE PICKERS 333 ——

* SENIORS 55+*

10% MORE ON ALL PAYOUTS
—— WE ALWAYS PAY CASH! —
———— WE BUY

WE BUY ALL YOUR GOLD

© Gold Jewellery e Rings & Chains e Gold Nuggets
Scrap Gold e Dental Gold e All Gold Items
Gold Coins

WE COME TO THE PRIVACY
OF YOUR OWN HOME!
FRIENDLY e PRIVATE e NO OBLIGATION
——— Call Joy or Ted —

M 825-966-4373

o¢ PROUDLY SERVING ALBERTA SINCE 1986 sl

lakeview villa in Os-
oyoos, BC, breathtaking
lake and mountain
views; just 3 minutes

Travel

OSOYOOS LAKESHORE
VILLA: Executive

from town. Vacation
in Canada's warmest
destination. Or warmer
weather, two luxurious

5-star resort units in
Phoenix, Arizona. Doug
306-716-2671 or visit
osoyooslakevilla.com.

Pros and cons of a home equity line of credit

borrow. With a HELOC
you can borrow money,
pay it back and borrow
it again up to a maxi-
mum credit limit. They
use a variable interest
rate, which means your
payment amounts will
change as the lender’s
prime interest rate goes
up or down.

(NC) With the warm
weather finally here,
maybe you’re consid-
ering installing a pool
or doing those home
renovations you’ve
been dreaming about.
Perhaps you want to
get away and an RV or
a cottage are at the top
of your wish list.

A home equity line
of credit (HELOC) isa  Advantages of
quick and easy way to HELOCs:
pay for such big expens- ¢ They offer easy ac-
es. But the long-term cess to credit.
risks of HELOCs can « They have lower
outweigh their up-front interest rates than
benefits if you don’t other types of cred-
manage the loan well. it, especially un-

secured loans and

How do HELOCs credit cards.

work? * You can pay back

HELOC:s are secured the money you bor-
by your home as a guar- row at any time
antee that you’ll pay without a penalty.
back the money you < You can borrow as

. =
much as you want, your home.
up to your available ¢ Your bank could

credit limit. take possession of

your home if you

miss payments.

Before you take out
a HELOC, make sure
you consider the risks
and have a repayment
plan. If your lender is
a federally regulated
bank, they must offer
and sell you products
and services that are
appropriate for you,
based on your circum-
stances and financial
needs. They must also
tell you if they assess
that a product or service
isn’t appropriate for
you. Don’t hesitate to
ask questions and make
sure you understand the
product offered to you.
Find more information
at canada.ca/money.

Disadvantages of
HELOCs:

* It takes discipline to
pay off a HELOC
because you’re usu-
ally only required to
pay the monthly in-
terest charges.

» Large amounts of
available credit can
make it easier to
over-spend and car-
ry debt for a long
time.

* You will have to
pay off your entire
HELOC if you sell
your home or want to
switch your mortgage
to another lender.

* The amount you owe
on your HELOC re-
duces the equity in

CASH
FOR COINS

WANTED Rovar Canabpian MINT coins,
Frankuin Mint, US MINT, WORLD SETS ETC,
COLLECTOR'S COINS, NUMISMATICS, OLYMPIC COINS,
OLD COINS, OLD S, GOLD COINS, SILVER COINS,

BARS, INGOTS, JEWELRY, NUGGETS, STERLING SILVER
& ENTIRE COIN COLLECTIONS!

Call or text Todd

Numismatist/Gold & Silver Dealer

780-504-7995

| MAKE FREE HOUSE CALLS
ALL OVER ALBERTA+

| — @) —— PROUDLY SERVING ALBERTA SINCE 1986 é

CANADIAN PRAIRIE PICKERS

SENIORS 55
10% MORE ON ALL PAYOyTs
~ WE ALWAYS PAY CASH/ —

— WE BUY ————

SILVER

WE BUY ALL YOUR SILVER
e Canadian, American & World Mint Sets

e Canadian Silver Coins 1968 & Older
* American Silver Coins 1964 & Older
e Flatware < All Forms of Silver

0 0 PRIVA
0 DUR C HOME

FRIENDLY = PRIVATE = NO OBLIGATIONS
——— Calt Joy or Ted — ]

D 825-966-4373
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Jhis page is sponscred by:
YOUR ONLY LOCAL CARRIER SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1950

[[[HiTECOURT
TRANSPORT INC.

"Serving the community for over 30 years"

The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food
in order to help families in need.

Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm

Phone: 780-778-2341 Located within the Carlan
Services Community Centre

WHITECOURT

F

E— . Proud supporter of
R« _| "™ our local Organizations

780-778-2226

00

Providing timely and

. Recover Out Loud

- Mondays are in person, at the Family Worship Center upstairs, and
online (hybrid) at 7:30pm

« Fridays 7:30pm at the Whitecourt Baptist Church in person only.
Z00M ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude

GRIER

SHARE

CALL Ruth

780-674-7182

Support group on Tuesdays, February 17 to May 5.
Crossroads Community Church, 4719 44 Avenue
Mayerthorpe, Pre-registration is required

WOMBANIA

ghtl:2026/Feter Marinacci All Rights Reserve

LS

% Mg‘my

H/_ Family Resource & Crisis Centre

www.whitecourtshelter.ca

WHITECOURT . ) ;
CANCER & easily accessible financial m 24/7 CRISIS LINE Shelter:
. Wellspring Provides a Safe, Short Term, Supportive Residential
Support fOI’ Whltecourt 780 .778.6200 'Et':ll.'rilr':ml:;sbrl:li.lr Women With iu 1'-"n.'i1|-.|-..! !f'|'.i!!||||- 1 T:q--:'lg.'.
W E |_ |_ N E S S patients and their families 1.800.467.4049 Family Violence & Experiencing Crisis.
S O C | E TY who are dealingwitha MHELL- PN Outreach Support Program:
. . FAMILY RESCURCE Ongolng Suppart, Advoency, Follow-Up & Support Groups for
cancer dlagl’IOSIS. & CRISIS CENTRE Womedh, Mesanl Youth in Whitecourt and Suerroumding
Communities
Kim Nendsa (President of Whitecourt Cancer & Wellness Society) . Pes =
@whiteccurt_shelter . 3 5
780-778-0932 Aimee Grierson 780-262-0222 https://wctcancerwellness.com/ g i mﬂ’;hmﬁ',[::l’;i;’ : :::_E‘::?;”  Srerums

Support for Children Who Have Beens Affected By Family Viclence

Preventative Education:
Provides Workshops, Information and Awareness to Schools,
Commugmity Drganizations, Agenacs and Businesses

Whitecourt Alcoholics
Anonymous Group

@1(866)332-2322

Meetings are three times each week

- Monday 8:00 pm-9:00 pm

- Wednesday 8:00 pm -9:00 pm

- Friday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Located at the United Church Basement on Legion
Street (formerly 5201 - 50 Street), Please Leave a Mes-
sage for Our AA member or Contact Addictions Helpline

by PETER MARINACCI

THE NEXT TIME YOU MAKE
A ROCKET-FIRED PIZZA
OVEN, YOUD BETTER SECURELY

ANCHOR THE ROCKET.

e

ania.com

/0

W

WV W

Lower your risk of West Nile virus infection this summer

| Primary Care Alberta
release

Mosquitoes are a
common summer pest.
It’s important to re-
member that if you’re
bitten, you may be at
risk for West Nile vi-
rus. With mosquitoes
thriving this time of
year, Primary Care Al-
berta asks Albertans to
protect their health by
preventing bites.

While the risk of
West Nile virus re-
mains low in Alberta,
some mosquitoes can
carry the virus, so it’s
best to avoid being

bitten at all. West Nile
virus is an infection
that can give you flu-
like symptoms. In rare
cases, the infection
can lead to brain and
spinal cord inflam-
mation, which can be
hard to recover from.
There is currently no
specific treatment for
West Nile virus infec-
tion.

Here are some ways
you can help prevent
mosquito bites:

* Cover as much of
your body as possi-
ble when outdoors,
especially in grassy

or wooded areas.

* Wear long-sleeved,
light-coloured shirts
and pants, and a hat.

* Stay indoors at
dawn and dusk
when mosquitoes

are most active.

* Use a Health Cana-
da-approved insect
repellent (for exam-
ple, products with
DEET or Icaridin)
and follow the prod-
uct label instruc-
tions.

If you’re a parent or
caregiver, do not use
insect repellent with
DEET on babies un-

der six months of age.
Instead, use mosquito
netting and try not to
be outside when insect
activity is high, like at
dawn and dusk.

If your child is old
enough for you to use
insect repellent with
DEET, limit use where
you can:

* If your child is six
months of age to
two years old, do
not use insect repel-
lent more than once
a day. Use insect
repellent only when
there’s a high risk
of insect bites, like

at dawn and dusk.
* If your child is over

two years of age,

you can use it up to

three times a day.

Always make sure
you use a registered
product labelled as
an insect repellent for
use on people. Visit
Personal Insect repel-
lents - Canada.ca for
more information. To
learn more about West
Nile virus and ways to
keep safe, visit Fight-
thebite.info.

Care is a lifelong
commitment for Pri-
mary Care Alber-

ta. We plan, fund
and support primary
healthcare across the
province, improving
access to care provid-
ers and offering front-
line services through
Health Link 811 and
public health teams.
Throughout the health
journey, we are by
your side — managing,
preventing and reduc-
ing illness. Along with
our partners, we nur-
ture the connections
our communities need
to thrive and strength-
en the health of all Al-
bertans.
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toll froe g B66. 235.9006

Whitecn“rt “eterinarv LEanne Gou td Iuw.-..l\|'_:'|‘_r_hr[g..1|.:|rd::|-_\;||.||:| oMM
clinic 4439 - 52 A‘,e Aa Martgage Associate

L,ﬂ." & 402 505 9006 ' .

[ leanme gould i mongag egroup. oom

Prowdmg Traffic
lfand Piloting

+ Traffic Control
Personnel

+ Provide service for
780-865-5815 emergency lane or road
dosures

+ Construction
zone setups

Road\Momtorlng
& Radar Services
Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties

) oas puomameres ..

Foreclosure Fear? Bank Loan Recalled?
Wage Garnishment? Mortgage/Rent Arrears?

where pets ara family_.

[ MORTGAGES

se Iovmg-
opted the
urtiVet Clmlc

wl Call Us. Talk to Us. We can help you NOW. Chedk us out
- A.C. Waring FREE Consultation onlineat
[Career ads, online at:— | Eifrwin ‘WwWwW.DEBTEREEICA) .
WWW. Whltﬂﬂﬂ“rtnress com Trustee in Bankruptcy Whltﬂﬂlll'tpl'ﬂi!.mm

Garden Sheds ¢ Gustom or Pre-built < Delivery Available
180-778-4404

o Lrves F RESCHKEFRITZLLP | || NEED HELP?® CALL ANYTIME! (24-1)

PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS
* Mental Health Helpline 1-877-303-2642
* Addiction Helpline 1-866-332-2322 » Health Link 811

Get the Whitecourt MARK R. RESCHKE, CPA, CA

 Press Appat PARTNER
iTunes AppStore
and Google Tax planning

Corporate & Personal Tax Preparation
Full Accounting Services

play

' App atorr’-

Box 569, #101, 5011 - 51 Ave
Whitecourt, AB T7S 1IN6

780-778-3981 mreschke@rfllp.ca

B
9P METRIX GROUP - %" business

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL
ACCOUNTANTS

4927-51 AVENUE, PO BOX 328, WHITECOURT, AB T7S IN5 sup O+*' ik i Adverltise |
61 KAYBOB DRIVE, PO BOX 83, FOX CREEK, AB TOH 1P0 local Grcw local

Accounting * Tax * Estates & Trusts * Bookkeeping
Controllership « Audit & Review Engagements

Our r{$wsrpaper
Michael Epp Terry St. Laurent Braedon Nawrot Kris George COnnlectS Our
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Partner Partner Manager Manager bus"ﬁ' SS dlrﬁCtly
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Fort Saskatchewan Evansburg
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For all of your advertising needs,
contact Haylee at
thepresswtc@gmail.com

ToLL FREE: 1-877-489-9606 METRIXGROUP.CA

Let's make your business shine.

Visit www.whitecourtpress.com




