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Back to school: 
A reminder to 
put safety first

As summer winds 
down and another 
school year approach-
es, families across Al-
berta are getting ready 
for the return to busy 
mornings, school bus-
es, classrooms and 
after-school activi-
ties. While backpacks 
are being packed and 
school supplies are be-
ing checked off the list, 
safety is another im-
portant part of prepar-
ing for the first day.

The roads around 
schools can become 
especially busy during 
drop-off and pick-up 

times. Drivers should 
slow down, put away 
distractions and pay 
close attention to chil-
dren who may be walk-
ing, biking or crossing 
the road. Children can 
sometimes move un-
expectedly, so drivers 
should be prepared to 
stop and give pedestri-
ans plenty of room.

School bus safety is 
also an important re-
minder for students 
and motorists. Children 
should wait for their bus 
in a safe location away 
from traffic and should 
never run into the road 
to catch it. They should 
wait until the bus has 
stopped completely be-

continued to page 6

By Haylee 
Winger

Bringing the busyness 
back to the downtown
| By Serena Lapointe

It might’ve start-
ed off a little wet last 
Thursday for the Fresh 
Community Market’s 
Night Market event in 
downtown Whitecourt, 
but it didn’t stay that 
way. When the booths 
opened up at 5 pm, the 
sky was pouring, and 
distant rolling thunder 
could be heard. But as 
does any good Alber-
tan, everyone stuck it 
out and waited, hud-
dled under tents and 
sharing a few laughs as 
they waved others over 
to join them.

“The weather this 
year has been ques-
tionable for everybody. 
But we’re from Al-
berta, and a little rain 
doesn’t stop us. We’re 
still going to do the fun 
things,” laughed Taya 
Barrett, Market Man-
ager for the Whitecourt 
& District Chamber of 
Commerce, as she hud-
dled under a tent wait-
ing for the rain to stop. 
By 6 pm, the sun was 
shining, and crowds 
were starting to build 
up amongst the vendors 
downtown.

Last year, the Fresh 

continued to page 13

16-year-old Addy Watson performed for event goers.

Busy downtown streets.
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The Whitecourt Early Learning Group visited Spruce View 
Lodge last week, bringing a colourful performance and games 
for residents. The visit offered an opportunity for residents and 
children to connect, share some fun and enjoy the creativity of 
the community.

Spruce View Lodge photosSpruce View Lodge photos

| Whitecourt RCMP 
release

With Back-to-School 
season quickly ap-
proaching, the White-
court RCMP wants to 
remind parents about 
the risk of putting your 
child’s personal infor-
mation online.

A child’s name, 
teacher, school, favour-
ite things and other per-
sonal details may seem 
innocent, but together 
they give someone with 

bad intentions far more 
information than they 
should have.

Celebrate the mile-
stone, but if you want 
to post about it, consid-
er keeping the unique 
details off social media.

DO:
•	 Take photos in a safe, 

private location.
•	 Keep the sign sim-

ple.
•	 Keep the back-

ground simple and 
free of identifying 

details 
DON’T:

•	 Photograph in front 
of your school, 
house number, or 
street signs.

•	 Include your child’s 
full name, age, 
teachers name, or 
school name. 

The internet is not a 
safe place to share pri-
vate details about your 
children. Please share 
responsibly and help us 
keep our kids safe.

The risk of putting 
your child’s personal 
information online
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Thu., Aug. 27
Scattered thunderstorms 

40%
22ºC
12ºC

W 17 km/h
~1mm

 Sun., Aug. 30
Mainly sunny

10%
20ºC
10ºC

S 8 km/h
-

Fri., Aug. 28
Mix of sun and clouds

20%
21ºC
10ºC

NW 23 km/h
-

Sat., Aug. 29
Mainly sunny

30%
19ºC
10ºC

W 13 km/h
-

Wed., Aug. 26
Mainly sunny

20%
25ºC
12ºC

E 14 km/h
-
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"Serving the community for over 30 years"
The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food  

in order to help families in need. 
Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm

Phone: 780-778-2341 Located within the Carlan  
Services Community Centre

Providing timely and 
easily accessible financial 

support for Whitecourt 
patients and their families 

who are dealing with a 
cancer diagnosis.

Joanne Belke (president of WCWS) 780 706 6861
Aimee Grierson 780-262-0222 https://wctcancerwellness.com/

Recover Out Loud
•	 Mondays are in person, at the Family Worship Center upstairs, and 

online (hybrid) at 7:30pm  
•	 Fridays 7:30pm at the Whitecourt Baptist Church in person only.

ZOOM ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude
Whitecourt Alcoholics 
Anonymous Group 

Support group on Tuesdays, February 17 to May 5.
Crossroads Community Church, 4719 44 Avenue

Mayerthorpe, Pre-registration is required 

Meetings are three times each week
• Monday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
• Wednesday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
• Friday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Located at the United Church Basement on Legion 
Street (formerly 5201 - 50 Street), Please Leave a Mes-
sage for Our AA member or Contact Addictions Helpline 
@1(866)332-2322

CALL Ruth  
780-674-7182

Your only LOCAL carrier serving the Community since 1950
Proud supporter of 

our local Organizations
780-778-2226

This page is sponsored by:

ANC mill manager Mike Putzke presents a $25,000 donation to Friends of Whitecourt 
member Trudy Dorward toward the organization’s CT scanner project.

Repeat Boutique photo Repeat Boutique photo 

The PressThe Press
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DAVE 
KUSCH

Reeve, Division 1 – Anselmo
dave.kusch@woodlands.ab.ca

780-778-9337

PATRICIA 
MACNEIL

Councillor, Division 2 -  
Whitecourt West

patricia.macneil@woodlands.ab.ca
780-268-3000

ALAN 
DEANE

Councillor, Division 3 -  
Whitecourt Central

alan.deane@woodlands.ab.ca
780-778-0894

KAREN 
ST. MARTIN

Councillor, Division 4 -  
Whitecourt East

karen.stmartin@woodlands.ab.ca
780-778-0822

JENNA 
WRIGHT
Councillor, Division 5 -  

Blue Ridge
jenna.wright@woodlands.ab.ca 

780-779-6765

PETER 
KUELKEN

Councillor, Division 6 - Goose Lake / 
Freeman River

peter.kuelken@woodlands.ab.ca 
780-284-2425

BENNY 
WHITTEN

Councillor, Division 7 -  
Fort Assiniboine / Timeu

benny.whitten@woodlands.ab.ca 
780-305-4655

www.woodlands.ab.ca

780-778-8400 
1-888-870-6315

admin@woodlands.ab.ca 
1 Woodlands Lane, 

Whitecourt, 
AB T7S 1N3 

RECREATION GRANT APPLICATION 2026

NOTICES OF DISCRETIONARY USE APPROVAL

YOUTH PROGRAM FINANCIAL SUPPORT!

Applications for Recreation Programming Grants are being accepted until Friday, 
September 11, 2026.

Organizations that apply must be non-profit and demonstrate other fundraising efforts and 
funding sources. Priority will be given to programs that serve children and youth. 

Applications, full policy, and all other supporting documents can be:
• Downloaded from our website: woodlands.ab.ca
• Or, picked up at either of the Whitecourt or Fort Assiniboine offices

3 ways to submit your completed applications!

• Drop off in-person at either the Whitecourt or Fort Assiniboine offices
•  Mailed to: Woodlands County, Attn: Community Services, Box 60, #1 Woodlands Lane, 

Whitecourt, AB T7S 1N3
• Emailed to: communityservices@woodlands.ab.ca 

For more information, contact Woodlands County Community Services at 780-778-8400, or 
communityservices@woodlands.ab.ca

Do you have a youth aged 4–18 who could use a little financial help to join a recreation, 
sports, art, or culture program?

Woodlands County’s Youth Enrichment Subsidy (YES) can provide up to $600 per year to help 
cover program costs – and it can be used for multiple programs! 

IMPORTANT: Apply BEFORE starting the program.

More information and to apply, visit woodlands.ab.ca/p/yes-program, or call 780-778-8400.

Help youth explore, create, and play!

NOTICE OF DECISION APPLICATION 26-DP-063
Location: NE 4-59-10 W5M; Lot 8 Block 1 Plan1023906
Proposed Development: Contractor Services, Transport
Decision Date: August 13, 2026
Appeal Deadline: September 3, 2026

NOTICE OF DECISION APPLICATION 26-DP-065
Location: NW 13-59-10 W5M
Proposed Development: Home Occupation Major - Automotive & Equipment Service 
Decision Date: August 18, 2026
Appeal Deadline: September 9, 2026

NOTICE OF DECISION APPLICATION 26-DP-067
Location: SE 11-59-12 W5M; Lot 4 Block 2 Plan 0224827
Proposed Development: Secondary Suite, External 
Decision Date: August 18, 2026
Appeal Deadline: September 8, 2026

For full details on Development Permits visit
https://woodlands.ab.ca/

Email: planning@woodlands.ab.ca 
Call: 1-888-870-6315
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northernlightsfiber.ca/WHITECOURT

Don’t miss out. scan now 
to be first in line for fiber 
and get exclusive offers.

MORE RELIABLE
INTERNET
IS COMING TO WHITECOURT
You Deserve Better Than “Good Enough” Internet

THINK YOUR INTERNET IS THE 
FASTEST IN WHITECOURT?
COMPARE IT TO OUR 2.5G.
WE DARE YOU!

100% FIBER
With more devices in every home 
from smart systems and security 
to streaming tv, gaming, and 
downloads - your internet just needs 
to keep up. 

Experience the Difference with

The PressThe Press
During our Store Renovations Caine’s Jewellers’ 

commitment to serving and meeting the 
Jewellery needs of our community and area 

still remains.

Starting July 6, 2026, if your Jewellery is in need 
of repair, or you need a battery for your watch, 

you can drop it o� with our sales associates who 
will gladly take care of it for you. We can be found 
through the side entrance of the Whitecourt and 

District Chamber of Commerce building at
4907 – 52nd Avenue in Whitecourt Unit #7.

You can also follow us on our Facebook page 
(facebook.com/cjewellers) 

for updated news as our renovation progresses.

If you are needing an item for a special occasion, 
please reach out via text to 
Kandice @ 780-778-3302 

or email at wckandice@cainesjewellers.com.

We can’t wait to show 
you our new Home!!!!

Monday – Friday 11am-3pm 
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Our newspaper 
connects your 

business directly 
with engaged 

readers—and every 
print ad is also 

posted online for 
added exposure.added exposure.

Support local. Advertise 
local. Grow local. 

For all of your advertising needs, 
contact Haylee at 

thepresswtc@gmail.com
Let’s make your business shine.

fore getting on or off 
and should follow the 
driver's instructions 
while travelling.

Motorists need to 
be especially careful 
when approaching a 
stopped school bus. 
When a bus is display-
ing flashing red lights, 
drivers must stop and 
remain stopped until 
the lights have stopped 
flashing and the bus has 
resumed movement. 
Passing a school bus 
while its red lights are 
flashing can put chil-
dren in serious danger.

For students walking 
or riding their bikes 
to school, parents can 
help by going over the 
route with them before 
classes begin. Walking 
the route together gives 
children an opportuni-
ty to learn where they 
should cross the road 
and where they need 
to be particularly cau-
tious. Students should 
use crosswalks when 
available, pay attention 
to traffic and avoid dis-
tractions such as look-
ing at a phone while 
crossing.

Children riding bicy-
cles or other wheeled 
equipment should wear 
a properly fitted helmet 
and make sure their 

equipment is in good 
condition. A quick 
check before school 
starts can help identify 
loose parts, worn tires 
or other problems be-
fore they become an 
issue.

Back-to-school pre
paration also involves 
looking after a child's 
overall health. Getting 
back into a regular sleep 
schedule, eating healthy 
meals and staying active 
can help children adjust 
to their school routine. 
Parents should also 
make sure the school 
has current emergency 
contact information and 
is aware of important 
health information, al-
lergies or medications 
their child may need 
during the day.

A backpack is an-
other simple thing 
families can check 
before school begins. 
It should fit comfort-
ably and should not be 
filled with unnecessary 
heavy items. Taking a 
few minutes to organize 
school supplies and re-
move things that are not 
needed can make carry-
ing the backpack easier 
throughout the day.

Safety doesn't stop 
once students arrive 
at school. Children 
should be reminded to 
pay attention to their 

surroundings, follow 
school rules and speak 
up when they notice 
something that could 
be unsafe. Parents, 
teachers and students 
all have a role in cre-
ating a safer environ-
ment.

The first few weeks 
of school can be hec-
tic as everyone adjusts 
to new schedules and 
routines. Giving your-
self a little extra time in 
the morning, slowing 
down around school 
zones and paying at-
tention to children and 
other pedestrians can 
help prevent accidents.

Back-to-school safe-
ty is a community ef-
fort. Drivers, parents, 
teachers and students 
all play a part in keep-
ing children safe. A few 
simple precautions and 
reminders can go a long 
way toward making the 
return to school a safe 
and successful one for 
Alberta families.

Safety information 
for this article was 
based on public re-
sources from the Alber-
ta RCMP and Alberta 
Health Services.

continued from page 1

Please recycle Please recycle 
this paperthis paper

Summer Connections

| By Serena Lapointe
 Over the summer, for 

the past several years, 
the municipality has 
held a monthly com-
munity get-together in 
one of the many small-
er parks around town. 
Originally called “park 
parties,” the event be-
gan in 2022 to help get 
neighbourhoods to-
gether, reacquaint res-

idents and bring back 
the community spark.

This year’s events 
were planned for Blue-
berry Park on June 17, 
Athabasca Park on July 
15, and Wedow Park 
on August 19. Thanks 
to some unruly weath-
er, including a tornado 
alert, the July night was 
cancelled. However, 
the weather could not 

have been more perfect 
for last week’s event 
at Wedow Park, which 
drew a large crowd.

The Rotary Club of 
Whitecourt is a big 
sponsor of the events, 
with volunteers cook-
ing up hot dogs and 
handing out cold 
drinks. Past president 
Mike Stark was one of 
the several Rotarians 

on hand for the 5:30 
pm to 7:30 pm event 
and said the sunshine 
was a great reprieve 
from past weather. He 
added that being part of 
the Park Parties, now 
called Summer Con-
nections, is about fel-
lowship.

“This is communi-
ty involvement at the 
ground level. We can 

all build something that 
people go and visit, but 
here, we get to hand 
somebody something, 
right to their hand. We 
get to say thank you 
for coming, and they 
thank us for doing this. 
That overwhelms us. 
It’s fellowship not only 
because we get to be to-
gether as friends doing 
this but also because 

we meet people.”
Stark said handing a 

kid a hot dog and get-
ting a big smile in re-
turn makes everything 
better and makes his 
day. “It’s about what 
we can do to make so-
ciety better, in person. 
That’s the connection. 
As Rotary, yes, we can 

The Summer Connections, previously called Park Parties, have wrapped up for the season. Residents have really enjoyed them 
but so have those taking part as vendors and organizers. As one of several Rotarians at the event, past president Mike Stark put 
it best: “I’m going to be enriched when I get home tonight. I’m going to think of the day and think, hey, that was pretty cool!”

Playing 
Kerplunk 
together.

The massive ladder towered over the festivities.

continued to page 7
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DELIVERED TO 
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www.whitecourtpress.com

 Free to subscribe
 Never miss an issue
 Read on any device 
  Read every issue online the 
moment it’s published.

Eight of Whitecourt’s finest firefighters saying cheese 
alongside some young attendees.

Two members of the Whitecourt RCMP stopped by for a game 
of cornhole.

Town FCSS Program Coordinator Fay Arcand (left) with Emma 
Harper, Recreation Coordinator.

build monuments, put 
up parks and gazebos 
(like at Festival Park), 
and people will enjoy 
them for years, and 
that’s awesome. But 
this is true, one-on-one 
connection that we get 
to do, and that’s why 
we’re here.”

He said that seeing 
the neighbourhood de-
scend on the park to 
eat, play games, visit 
with the fire depart-
ment members and en-
joy the sunshine was 
a reminder of why the 
events are important. 
“It’s community. Ev-
ery neighbourhood is 
community, and this 
really drives that point 
home.”

For Rotary, volun-
teerism is a pillar. Stark 
pointed to the Rotary 
Club motto, service 
above self. “I didn’t 
fully understand what 
that meant until I joined 
Rotary. I got to see this 
simple act of cooking 
hot dogs and serving 
people and making 
them smile. I’m going 
to be enriched when I 
get home tonight. I’m 
going to think of the 
day and think, hey, that 
was pretty cool,” he 
smiled. “Anyone who 
wants to get involved 
with Rotary, give me a 
call at 780-778-1517," 
he added with a grin.

Joining Rotary last 
week at Wedow Park 
was a large contingent 
of firefighters from the 
Whitecourt Depart-
ment, along with one of 
their big, beautiful red 
engines that had chil-
dren and adults alike 
eager to get up close 

for a peek. The en-
gine’s powerful ladder 
stretched high above 
the park and was visi-
ble from afar.

Will Stack was one 
of the firefighters on 
site. “I think it’s awe-
some to display cour-
age and confidence in 
the public and show 
up to these events, so 
they know that we’re 
here for them.” He 
said that working with 
the RCMP, Alberta 
Wildfire and the Town 
of Whitecourt, all of 
whom also had booths 
at the event, was im-
portant because it 
brought different ser-
vices together as one 
big community circle.

“I think it’s also im-
portant, especially for 
kids, to know what we 
have and what we wear 
and what we show up 
to a call in, so they’re 
not scared when some-
thing’s happening. So 
that they know we can 
help,” explained Stack. 
“We have our tower 
truck with us, and it’s 
a really tall one. It’s a 
big ladder, and the kids 
love it. They can get in 
the truck and check it 
out. It’s great.”

For Stack, joining 
the fire department was 
about wanting to help 
his community, a mes-
sage he shared with the 
kids coming to check 
out the rig. “I enjoy 
volunteering my time 
and helping out where I 
can. It makes me happy 
that I get to be there for 
somebody on potential-
ly their worst day, and 
it makes me even hap-
pier when I see smiles 
on people’s faces. It’s 
very rewarding.”

Fay Arcand, FCSS 
Program Coordinator 
for the Town of White-
court, joined a few 
other staff members to 
help provide resources 
to attendees. She said 
attendance at Wedow 
Park was really good. 
“We estimated about 
75 folks coming, so 
that’s exciting for us. 
The sun is out, which 
is also exciting. We’ve 
had lots of great feed-
back and lots of folks 
stopping in to talk, grab 
some resources, and 
ask questions about 
what we do.”

The reason the events 
changed names, from 
Park Parties to Sum-
mer Connections, 
was to coincide with 
funding parameters. 
“With our new Family 
and Community Sup-
port Services (FCSS) 
framework, we had to 
specifically identify 
what we are planning 
to achieve with our 
events that are funded 
through FCSS.” Since 
the events are meant to 
provide connection, the 
new name was born.

Arcand said she and 
the staff were shar-
ing various resources, 
including upcoming 
events like the Wom-
en’s Conference on Oc-
tober 17 and the Latino 
Culture event on No-
vember 7, but also re-
sources that someone 
might feel uncomfort-
able seeking out other-
wise. “They could grab 
some resources without 
actually going direct-
ly to that resource that 
they might need,” said 
Arcand, such as the 
Family Violence Initia-
tive.

continued from page 6
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Allen B. Olson Auction Service Ltd.

 

1-855-783-0556 Toll Free
(403)843-2747 Rimbey ~ (780) 208-2508 Hwy #16/Rge Rd 185 ~ (780) 672-2434 Camrose  

Email:  abolson@telusplanet.net  ~  Website:  www.allenolsonauction.com  ~ License No. 165690

TRACTORS
JD 7830 FWA Tractor 
 - Showing 9803 Hrs, JD 746 FEL
JD 4630 2wd Tractor 
 - Showing 5747 Hrs, Dual FEL
JD 2130 2wd Tractor 
 - Showing 2909 Hrs, Ezee-On FEL

HARVEST EQUIPMENT
Prairie Star 4900 Sp Swather w/ MacDon 
 960 21' P/U Reel Header
Bruns MFG Gravity Grain Wagon
A&L 650 T/A Grain Cart
Kwik Clean Grain Cleaner
Rem 1026B Grain Vac
Brandt 1060 10”x60' Swing Auger
Westfield J207-41 7”x41' PTO Swing 
 Auger
2 - Older 6” Grain Augers

GRAIN BINS
3 - Westeel 7 Rings 14' Flat Bottom 
 Grain Bins
Westeel 14' 5 Ring Flat Bottom Grain Bin
2 - Westor 5 Ring 15 ½' Flat Bottom 
 Grain Bins
Twister 14' 5 Ring Flat Bottom Grain Bin
Westeel 14' 5 Ring Flat Bottom Grain Bin

TILLAGE
Flexicoil 1610 TBH Air Cart
JD 9450 30' 3x10' Hoe Drill
IHC 12' End Wheel Drill
Barber 28' Meter Feed Seeder
Krause 1588 16' Disc
Alteen 14' Disc 
Cockshutt 14' Disc
8' HD Offset Breaking Disc
Wilrich 36' Field Cult
IHC 645 24' Vibrachisel Cult 

20' DT Cult
Tebben 18' Vibrashank Field Cult
Vers 16' DT Cult
Cockshutt 247 12' DT Cult 
MF 11' DT Cult
JD 10' DT Cult
JD 8 Bottom Plow
Melroe 5 Bottom Plow
Case 4 Bottom Plow
Brandt Commander 5000 50' Heavy 
 Harrow
12' Pasture Chain Harrows
15' Pony Harrow Cart
Cockshutt 10' Tiller
Homemade 11 ½' Land Roller
Valmar 340 S/A Applicator 

HAYING & SILAGE
JD 946 12' Moco Discbine 
Vermeer 605F Rd Baler
Vermeer R2300 V-Rake 
NH 56 Side Delivery Rake
Highline 1400 Bale Mover
Jiffy Hi-Dump

RECREATIONAL & VEHICLES
JD Gator CX 2wd Side By Side ATV 
 - Showing 3080 Hrs
Chev C60 S/A Grain Truck 
 - Not Running, 16' Steel Box & Hoist
IHC Loadstar 1600 S/A Gravel Truck 
 - Not Running, 11' Box & Hoist
Ford F500 S/A Grain Truck 
 - Not Running, 14' Box & Hoist
Late 40s/Early 50s GMC 9430 S/A Cab 
 & Chassis - Not Running
Homemade 14' S/A Grain Box on a 
 Truck Frame
Willy's 4x4 Jeep - Not Running

2006 Dodge 2500 Ext Cab Short Box 4x4 
 Truck - Not Running
1983 Chev 1500 2wd Truck 
 - Not Running
1980 Chev 20 2wd Van - Not Running
Chev Corsica 4dr Car - Not Running

OTHER EQUIPMENT
Meridian 4323 Ltr Ground Level 
 Fuel Vault
1000 Gal Farm Fuel Tank & Stand
Ezee On 2400 Trail Type Post Pounder
Frontier Bale Hugger w/ JD Mtds
Bale Spear For FEL
Several Assorted Buckets for FEL
8' Dozer w/ Underslung Mtds
JD 506 3 pth Rotary Mower
3 pth Spreader
JD LA110 42” Lawn Tractor
Several Wooden Storage Sheds
Cattle Squeeze

MISCELLANEOUS
1”x6”x8' Lumber
Several Unused Fence Posts
18.4x38” Clamp on Duals
Hand Tools
Battery Charger
5 Step Warehouse
Table Saw                                    
Assorted Jacks
Receiver Hitches
Portable Air Compressor
Jerry Cans
Router Table
Shop Tools, Supplies & More

UNRESERVED
AUCTION   

Sale Starts Sept. 4th & Closes Sept. 8th, 2026

for the Estate of 
Danny James Bray

Mayerthorpe, AB
Directions: From Mayerthorpe, at the Intersection of Hwy 434 & Hwy 22.  South on Hwy 22 for 0.3 kms to 
Twp Rd 574. West on Twp Rd 574 for 12.3 kms, on North Side of the Road. Blue Sign:  9518 Twp Rd 574

For More Information Contact 
Tex at 780-706-7600

More Pictures, 
Information, 

Terms & Conditions  
Available on our  

Website.  
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UNRESERVED AUCTION   

Allen B. Olson Auction Service Ltd.

 

1-855-783-0556 Toll Free ~ (403)843-2747 Rimbey ~ (780) 208-2508 Hwy #16/Rge Rd 185 ~ (780) 672-2434 Camrose  
Email:  abolson@telusplanet.net  ~  Website:  www.allenolsonauction.com  ~ License No. 165690

Sale Starts Sept. 4th & Closes Sept. 9th, 2026

for the Estate of Ross McCallum, Mayerthorpe, AB
Directions:  From the John Deere Dealer in Mayerthorpe, North on Hwy 22 for 4.4 Kms. 

On the East Side of the Road. Blue Sign 58029 Hwy 22

TRACTORS

Valtra FWA Tractor
MF 393 FWA Tractor
MF 2775 2wd Tractor
MF 1105 2wd Tractor
MF 1105 2wd Tractor - Parts
IHC 1206 2wd Tractor

TILLAGE

IHC 7200 28' Hoe Drills
IHC 7200 12' Hoe Drill
32' Vibrashank Cultivator
Cockshutt 456 30' DT Cultivator
IHC 28' Vibrashank Cultivator
Versatile 3000 PT Sprayer
Case 5 Bottom Plow
28' Back On Drill Mover

HAYING

Kuhn FC 300 Discbine
2 - NH 495 Haybines
NH 469 Haybine
NH BR7090 RD Baler
2 - Case IH 8465 RD Balers
NH 268 SQ Baler

Viewing Available Sept. 2nd - Sept. 9th from 9a.m - 4p.m or by Appointment

For More Information Regarding Payment Options, Terms & Conditions, please visit our website at 
www.allenolsonauction.com

NH 275 SQ Baler
NH 1002 SQ Bale Wagon
Vicon 5 Wheel Rake
Vicon 4 Wheel Rake

HARVEST

Versatile 4400 Sp Swather
Versatile 4400 Sp Swather
Versatile 400 Sp Swather
JD 7720 Turbo SP Combine
MF 860 SP Combine
MF 750 SP Combine
JD 222 22' Straight Cut Header
MF 18' Straight Cut Header
Westfield W70-41 7”x41' PTO 
 Grain Auger
3 - 6” Grain Augers
Several Steel Flat Bottom 
 Grain Bins
Gilmore & Tatge Grain Dryer
Kongskilde Grain Vac
Moridge Batch Grain Drier

TRUCKS & TRAILERS

1982 GMC 7000 T/A Grain Truck
1984 IHC S/A Grain Truck

2011 GMC 2500 4X4 Quad 
 Cab Truck
SWS 12' S/A Utility Trailer

OTHER

Highline 6600 Bale Processor
NH 357 Mixer Mill
2 - Trail Type Post Pounders
3 PTH Bale Fork
Garden Tiller
Topper for Short Box Truck

RECREATIONAL

2004 Hornet 24' T/A 5th Wheel 
 Holiday Trailer
Polaris Sportsman 400 Quad

For More Information 
Call Corina 780-268-0757

The PressThe Press
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24 Eagle’s Nest residents face uncertain 
future after housing program closure

Eagle’s Nest transitional housing, located at 3515 Caxton 
Street in Whitecourt, is home to 24 residents who are now 
facing the search for new housing following Soaring Eagle 
Support Society’s announcement that the program will 
close at its current location.
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By Haylee 
Winger

Twenty-four White-
court residents are fac-
ing an uncertain future 
after Soaring Eagle 
Support Society an-
nounced the closure of 
its Eagle’s Nest transi-
tional housing program 
at its current location.

Soaring Eagle says 
it has been given until 
September 30 to va-
cate the property, leav-
ing residents and staff 
roughly six weeks to 
find alternative housing 
and make the transition.

For many of the res-
idents, finding another 
place to live will be far 
more complicated than 
simply finding a rental 
unit.

“They all need to 
find new homes. It is 
incredibly intimidating 
for them,” said Cindy 
Gurney, executive di-
rector of Soaring Eagle 
Support Society. Gur-
ney said helping two 
dozen residents find 
new homes in such a 
short period will be 
a heartbreaking chal-
lenge for the organiza-
tion’s small staff.

The announcement 
follows Whitecourt 
Town Council’s August 
18 decision to reject ap-
plications from Soaring 
Eagle seeking amend-
ments to the Municipal 
Development Plan and 
Land Use Bylaw.

The Town has said 
that the coordination 

and availability of so-
cial services is import-
ant to the community, 
while also noting that 
the location and oper-
ation of a facility must 
comply with local zon-
ing regulations.

According to the 
Town, the proposed 
amendments raised 
concerns about com-
patibility with sur-
rounding uses and 
the broader planning 
framework for the area.

For Soaring Eagle, 
the zoning issue arose 
as its transitional hous-
ing model developed.

“As we matured, we 
developed into a Mo-
tel Mini Village Model 
which doesn’t fit with 
current bylaws,” Gur-
ney said. “We need the 
town to make changes 
to accommodate our 
unique program.”

Gurney said Soaring 
Eagle began working to 
address the zoning is-
sue last summer, devel-
oping a proposal that 
outlined the communi-
ty need for the program 
and its impact over the 
past five years.

Soaring Eagle Sup-
port Society was es-
tablished in 2019 after 
Dennis and Shelagh 
Watson and their fam-
ily formalized their ef-
forts to help vulnerable 
people in Whitecourt.

The organization 
initially operated as a 
downtown outreach 
centre before expand-
ing into transitional 
housing.

In June 2021, Soar-

ing Eagle leased White-
court’s former Alaskan 
Hotel and converted 
it into Eagle’s Nest, a 
transitional and sup-
ported residential fa-
cility. Sixteen residents 
moved in when the fa-
cility opened, with ad-
ditional residents and 
support services grad-
ually added over time.

Eagle’s Nest pro-
vides residents with in-
dividual living spaces 
as well as shared areas 
where they can social-
ize, access services, 
participate in program-
ming and work toward 
greater stability.

Soaring Eagle also 
provides outreach ser-
vices to people expe-
riencing homelessness 
or housing insecurity, 
including assistance 
obtaining identifica-
tion, completing appli-
cations, accessing ba-
sic necessities, laundry 
and showers, and hous-
ing advocacy.

The organization 
stopped accepting 
new applicants several 
weeks ago, leaving 24 
residents currently liv-
ing at Eagle’s Nest, ac-
cording to Gurney.

She said all of the 
residents face signifi-
cant barriers to finding 
new housing.

“Every client is liv-
ing in severe poverty,” 
Gurney said.

She said residents 
also face cognitive and 
physical challenges, as 
well as the effects of 
previous experiences 
with homelessness.

“Every resident has 
multiple challenges 
that are called hard to 
house,” Gurney said. 
“They all experienced 
homelessness trau-
ma and have to face it 
again now.”

The six-week time-
line adds another chal-
lenge. Gurney said 
residents have little op-
portunity to save mon-
ey before they have 
to move, while many 
rental properties have 
move-in dates at the be-
ginning of the month.

“It takes much time, 
resourcing, and com-
munication to assist 
people to move,” she 
said. “We have a cou-
ple dozen people to 
move with our small 
team.”

Soaring Eagle’s 
greatest concern is 
what could happen if 
residents are unable to 
find suitable housing.

Gurney worries 
some could return to 
the despair and surviv-
al mindset associated 
with homelessness af-
ter making progress 
toward greater stability.

She also wants the 
community to recog-
nize the progress many 
residents have made 
while living at Eagle’s 
Nest.

Soaring Eagle says 
participants have tran-
sitioned from home-
lessness into market 
housing, with some 
also rebuilding rela-
tionships with family 
members.

“The residents are 

grateful, worthy indi-
viduals who care for 
each other and contrib-
ute to the community 
as a whole,” Gurney 
said. “They overcame 
many obstacles as they 
worked on their indi-
vidual wellness goals.”

Gurney said the orga-
nization’s focus is now 
on helping residents 
navigate the transition 
and find new housing.

Community mem-
bers can support resi-
dents in several ways 
during the transition. 
Gurney said encour-
agement is one of the 
simplest, with Soaring 
Eagle asking people to 
send cards, emails and 
notes that can be shared 
with residents.

Community mem-
bers can also drop off 
meals at Eagle’s Nest 
or provide gift cards, 
although the organiza-
tion asks people to call 
ahead before doing so.

Soaring Eagle is also 
collecting supplies for 
housing start-up kits, 
including kitchen tools 
and dishes, cleaning 
supplies, bedding sets, 
garbage bags, light 
bulbs, toilet paper and 
shampoo.

Financial donations 
can also help cover 
damage deposits for 
residents as they secure 
new housing. Soaring 
Eagle Support Society 
will distribute those 
funds to residents who 
need assistance with 
damage-deposit costs.

Gurney said the sup-
port Eagle’s Nest has 

received from White-
court residents over the 
years has been signif-
icant, with volunteers 
and donors ranging 
from teenagers to retir-
ees.

“The transitional 
housing program was 
essential,” Gurney 
said. “It brought the 
community together in 
compassion and gener-
osity.”

While the future of 
Eagle’s Nest at its cur-
rent location remains 
uncertain, Gurney said 
the need for housing 
and support for people 
experiencing a housing 
crisis will continue.

“We need to continue 
to serve people in our 
community who are 
hurting, hungry, and 
experiencing a housing 
crisis,” she said. “The 
need will continue.”

For the 24 residents 
currently living at Ea-
gle’s Nest, the immedi-
ate priority is finding a 
safe and stable place to 
live before September 
30.

The coming weeks 
will determine where 
these residents go next 
as they prepare to leave 
the facility. Gurney 
hopes they will contin-
ue to stay strong and 
make smart choices as 
they enter this next sea-
son of their lives. Above 
all, she hopes they will 
keep up the good work 
they are doing and carry 
the lessons and progress 
they have made with 
them into whatever 
comes next.
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Emma enjoys a day of golf at Brooke's Creek in Whitecourt. 
The course offers an 18-hole mini-golf experience, providing 
fun outdoor activity for families and visitors.

(NC) As their grown 
child, having your par-
ents reach a stage when 
they need your help 
can be a big change 
for the whole family. 
Like with any major 
change, discussing and 
preparing in advance 
can make all the dif-
ference. When plan-
ning for a conversation 
around your parents’ 
independence here are 
two important things to 
consider:

Everyone needs help 
sometimes. As your 
parents age, some 
things may start to be-
come more difficult or 
time-consuming. A task 
like going for groceries 
or to the bank may be-
come an all-day proj-
ect. As you step in to 
help more, it’s possible 
to step into the role of 
caregiver without you 
or your parent realiz-
ing.

It can be useful for 
you and your parents to 
regularly touch base on 

what they enjoy doing 
as well as what feels 
difficult. Retirement 
living is one option that 
can help by taking care 
of those tasks that are 
becoming harder. This 
can help your parent 
stay independent and 
focused on what they 
find meaningful to 
them.

What are your par-
ents’ goals? If a deci-
sion requires a senior 
to move to a more 
supportive environ-
ment, such as a retire-
ment community, it’s 
possible to lose sight 
of what your parents 
value and want to ac-
complish. That’s why 
it’s important to check 
to make sure that what 
makes them happi-
est is at the centre of 
any plans your family 
makes.

“Whether it’s inde-
pendence, having a 
sense of community, 
enjoying privacy or 
keeping a beloved pet, 

understanding what 
matters most to the per-
son should guide every 
decision,” explains 
Charlene Dawes, di-
rector, clinical services 
at Aspira Retirement 
Living. “Moving to a 
retirement communi-
ty isn’t about giving 
up the life you enjoy, 
but rather gaining the 
support that helps you 
continue living it.”

One way to contin-
ue the conversation 
productively is to help 
your parents experi-
ence the possibilities 
firsthand. You can tour 
a retirement communi-
ty together, stay for a 
meal, attend an event 
or consider a short stay. 
Seeing daily life in ac-
tion can help relieve 
uncertainty and show 
that having the right 
support can help them 
continue living life on 
their own terms. Learn 
more about retirement 
living options at aspi-
ralife.ca.

The Alberta RCMP is 
providing tips to help 
prevent mail theft. Pre-
venting mail theft is 
important as it can lead 
to further crimes such 
as identity theft.

To help curb mail 
theft, consider the fol-
lowing tips:
•	 Install a locking 

mailbox. A locked 
mailbox can help 
deter thieves from 
taking your mail.

•	 Collect mail 
promptly. Don’t let 
mail accumulate in 
your mailbox. Pick 
it up as soon as pos-
sible after delivery.

•	 Consider a package 
delivery box. These 

boxes provide a se-
cure place for pack-
ages, reducing the 
risk of theft from 
your doorstep.

•	 Require a signature 
for deliveries. If ex-
pecting a package, 
choose a shipping 
option that requires 
a signature.

•	 Secure your mail-
box. Ensure your 
mailbox is secure-
ly attached to your 
property and not 
easily accessible to 
thieves.

•	 Advise neighbours. 
Let your neighbours 
know when you are 
going away. Have 
a trusted neighbour 

collect your mail or 
have your mail de-
livery suspended for 
that period.

•	 Shred mail. Shred 
any mail that con-
tains personal or fi-
nancial details.

•	 Do not send cash in 
the mail. Cash may 
not be recoverable 
when stolen in the 
mail.

•	 Forward mail when 
changing addresses. 
If you change your 
address, use Canada 
Post’s mail forward-
ing option to ensure 
you receive your 
mail and are aware 
of which businesses 
and organizations 

What you should consider 
when your parents need 

extra support

Alberta RCMP provides tips to curb mail theft
need your new ad-
dress.

If you see something 
suspicious, report it to 
your local police ser-
vice. If you see a crime 
in progress, call 911. 
If you wish to remain 
anonymous, you can 
contact Crime Stop-

pers at 1-800-222-8477 
(TIPS), online at www.
P3Tips.com or by us-
ing the “P3 Tips” app 
available through the 
Apple App or Google 
Play Store. To contact 
the RCMP non-emer-
gency line within any 
Alberta RCMP juris-

diction call 310-RCMP 
(7267).

For more informa-
tion on preventing 
mail theft, please fol-
low us on Facebook 
@RCMPinAlberta, X 
@RCMPAlberta, and 
on YouTube @RC-
MP-GRC Alberta.
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LABOUR 
DAY  

OFFICE 
CLOSURES 
& SERVICE 
INTERRUP-

TIONS:
Monday,  
September 7, 
both municipal 
offices will be 
closed.

They’ll reopen 
Tuesday,  
September 8, for 
regular hours.

Fort Assiniboine 
garbage  
collection will 
be deferred to 
Tuesday,  
September 8.
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Annual General Meeting
Thursday, August 27, 2026

ANSELMO HALL

All TRL Members are invited and encouraged to attend

Financial Statement Presentation

Election of Board Directors

Door Prizes including
3 - $100 Gas Account Credit!

Dinner at 6:00PM
MEETING TO FOLLOW

Please visit www.whitecourt.ca for all 
employment opportunities and details 
on how to apply.

If you enjoy a fast-paced, progressive work environment and 
you have a passion for serving the local community- then this 
may be the opportunity for you! We believe that our values of 
diversity, collaboration, innovation and mutual respect bring 
out the best in our team, and we are currently looking to fill the 
following positions:

Job#: 26-053 – Receptionist Clerk I – Temporary, Full-Time 
Position.

Community Market 
was a Saturday morn-
ing stop every week-
end. This year, Barrett 
said they decided to 
try something new. “I 
remember growing up 
here, you could walk 
down main street, and 

it was bustling all the 
time, and now it’s 
not. It’s something I 
want my kids to have, 
the same way I had 
it, which is why we 
brought the market 
down here, to make it a 
hot spot to go and to do 
all the things.”

Instead of a weekly 

market, the Chamber 
chose to offer month-
ly night markets in the 
downtown core, shut-
ting down a couple of 
streets, lining the area 
with vendor booths, 
and encouraging local 
businesses to join the 
fun. She said the feed-
back has been amazing. 
“The support we’ve re-
ceived from the down-
town core has been 
phenomenal, which, at 
the end of the day, is 
the reason we moved it 
to the downtown into a 
night market: to bring 
people down to support 
small businesses. It’s 
also a good opportu-
nity for the vendors to 
participate. We get ven-
dors who come from all 
over Alberta to be here. 
One of our vendors to-

Following other successful events in downtown Whitecourt, the Chamber decided to turn its Saturday morning Fresh Community 
Market into an evening affair, with the goal of bringing the hustle and bustle back to the community’s downtown core.

continued from page 1

After the rain stopped, 
the crowd began to 
build.

Cornhole on the go.

night even came from 
Grande Prairie,” said 
Barrett.

Benches and tables 
provided seating op-
portunities, especial-
ly in the intersection 
where Addy Watson 
was playing. “I hope 
you guys enjoy your 
shopping and listening 
to live music. Thank 
you for having me,” 
said Watson, as she be-
gan strumming her gui-
tar, jumping right into a 
country hit followed by 
some CCR.

Barrett said seeing 
the downtown come 
alive reminded her of 
what she loved about 
it growing up, and the 
busyness she was hop-
ing to see come back 
to it. “I think, as some-
body who’s grown up 
here my whole life, we 
tend to be the first to 
complain that there’s 
nothing to do, so I think 
when there are things 
going on everyone 
makes a real valiant ef-
fort to show up so that 
those events can keep 
happening, and that’s 
important.”

She said sometimes 
it feels like society is 
more destination-fo-
cused, where people 
have a place to go, and 
then they leave, and 
don’t necessarily wan-
der. “I think the night 
market can be that kind 
of destination but also 
not, because you get to 
head somewhere and 
then just walk around 
and see people and find 

new things you weren’t 
even looking for. It kind 
of grabs you instead of 
you having to grab it. 
And I love that.”

Barrett and the Cham-
ber folks at the market 
had a scavenger hunt 
happening. Attendees 
had to visit not only 
downtown stores, but 
numerous stores in the 
community. Each of the 
23 participating stores 
had a challenge to com-
plete in-house. Once 
completed, players re-
ceived a stamp on their 
card. With just eight 
stamps collected, play-
ers could hand in their 
card for a chance at 
prizes, including $500 
Whitecourt Bucks.

“We could not do 
extras like this without 
our incredible spon-
sors, including the 
Town of Whitecourt 
and Falcon Rentals. We 
also have people who 
sponsor things at each 
individual market, and 
without them all, we 
wouldn’t be able to of-
fer these things,” said 
Barrett. “The whole 
point of this event is 
creating a community 
that supports each oth-
er. We want to make it 
so that people want to 
come here and do these 
things.”

The final Night Mar-
ket of the season is 
coming up next month 
on September 24 from 
5 to 9 pm in downtown 
Whitecourt. Barrett 
said they are going to 
pull the autumn vibes 

up a notch, starting 
with live music and 
some warmth. “We are 
going to do an open 
jam event, so any mu-
sical talents can come 
be part of it. If you 
sing or you have an in-
strument, please come. 
We’re also going to 
have one of the town’s 
big, beautiful fire pits. 
We’re going to make 
it a fall vibe.” She said 
they also have some se-
cret things in the works 
that will be announced 
soon. “I think the kids 
are really, really going 
to love it!”

Barrett and the 
Chamber thank ev-
eryone for making the 
markets a success, even 
if the weather was a 
bit of a pain at times. 
“So far this season, 
The Fresh Community 
Market has welcomed 
over 60 local vendors. 
By supporting them, 
you’ve helped a par-
ent put their child into 
sports, helped a small 
business contribute to 
their household ex-
penses or helped some-
one pay for school 
supplies or training. 
It’s also helping them 
invest back into their 
business, whether that’s 
a farmer, maker, baker 
or creator. It’s helping 
them keep doing what 
they love and helping 
turn someone’s side 
hustle into something 
bigger. Every purchase 
matters, and we cannot 
thank you enough. See 
you on September 24!”

The PressThe Press
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Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858

A locally owned and family operated 
newspaper serving Whitecourt

The Press is printed on high quality newsprint using 
vegetable based ink. We encourage you to share, save, 

reuse, rehash & recycle.

Published every wednesday

The PressThe Press

Letter to the Editor policy
The Press welcomes readers to write letters to 

the Editor. A maximum of 300 words is 
preferred but not necessary. Letters must carry 

a first name or two initials with surname and 
include an address and daytime telephone 
number. All letters are subject to editing. 

Please email letters to wctpress@gmail.com.

Tri-Logging 
is against 
bullying

S P O N S O R E D  B Y 

Michael Hammond
Age 23

NGPS Board Audit 
Committee seeks two 
External Community 

Members:

Northern Gateway School Division's Board of Trustees is seeking two community 
members to serve on it's Audit Committee:

•	 one community member with financial expertise and business knowledge; and,
•	 one community member at large.

The term for these positions begins September 2026 and ends in October 2028.
The primary role of the Audit Committee is to assist the Board of Trustees in fulfilling its 
duties related to governance and oversight. 
The Committee meets 2 times a year, plus ad hoc meetings as required. Compensation 
is consistent with current board rates.

Candidate Eligibility:
Applicants should have sufficient accounting, senior financial management or other relevant 
business experience to understand public sector accounting and auditing standards.
The applicant must not be a current employee or officer of the NGPS board or of any 
other school board or school authority.

Submissions:
Qualified candidates interested in serving on the Audit Committee are invited to submit a 
letter of interest and resume by 4:00 PM on September 8, 2026 to:

Tamara Spong, Secretary Treasurer
Northern Gateway Public Schools, E: tamara.spong@ngps.ca
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Odds of a child becoming 
a top fashion designer: 1 in 7,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed
with autism: 1 in 110

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autisms peaks.org

Some signs to look for:

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

© 2010 Autism Speaks Inc. “Autism Speaks” and “It’s Time To Listen” & design are trademarks owned by Autism Speaks Inc. All rights reserved.

Auctions
FARMLAND RENTAL 
AUCTION. 121 acres, 
Sturgeon County, AB, 
SE-13-56-24-W4. Four 
year term. Starting bid 
$80/acre. Bidding closes 
Sep 2. Land4Rent.com or 
587-600-1981.

MEIER ONLINE AUC-
TION - Leduc, County 
Tues Aug 25-Sun. Aug 
30- Closes  7pm Sell-
ing Industrial & Farm 
Equipment,  Meier Gun 
Auction, Saturday, Sept 
26 -10am Wetaskiwin 
Consign Now. Free Pick 
Up. Call 780-440-1860 
www.meierauction.com

Building Supplies
BLANKET THE PROV-
INCE with a classified ad. 
Only $269/wk (based on 
25 words or less). Reach 
75 weekly newspapers. 
Call NOW for details. 
1-800-282-6903; www.
awna.com; email classi-
fieds@awna.com

Feed and Seed
Pintail Winter Wheat ON 
SALE! Extremely hardy. 
High yielding. Awnless. 
Excellent variety for 

Forage or Feed Grain pro-
duction. Low inputs. High 
Profits, Big Discounts for 
Large Orders. You Have to 
Try it. It's That Good! Call 
403-556-2609 or text 
403-994-2609; mastin-
seeds.com

Heavy Equipment For 
Sale

PROMOTE YOUR MES-
SAGE THROUGHOUT 
Alberta. The Blanket 

Classifieds or Value Ads 
connect with more than 
400,000 readers in the 
province each week. 
Choose from three pack-
ages beginning at $269, 
$299 or $599 to share 
your message in over 
70 Weekly Community 
Newspapers. Contact 
THIS NEWSPAPER 
today or email classi-
fieds@awna.com for 
more information. Call 

1-800-282-6903 or 780-
434-8746 or visit www.
awna.com.

Services
PRIVATE MORTGAGE 
LENDER. All real estate 
types considered. No 
credit checks done. Deal 
direct with lender and get 
quick approval. 403-543-
0927; www.firstandsec-
ondmortgages.ca

Travel
OSOYOOS LAKESHORE 
VILLA: Executive lakeview 
villa in Osoyoos, BC, 
breathtaking lake and 
mountain views; just 3 
minutes from town. Vaca-
tion in Canada's warmest 
destination. Or warmer 
weather, two luxurious 
5-star resort units in 
Phoenix, Arizona. Doug 
306-716-2671 or visit 
osoyooslakevilla.com

Whitecourt Town 
Council update

Whitecourt Town 
Council has rejected 
an application made by 
the Soaring Eagle Sup-
port Society to amend 
the Municipal Devel-
opment Plan and Land 
Use Bylaw that would 
allow the continued 
provision of support 
to individuals who are 
homeless or hard to 
house at 3515 Caxton 
Street.  Earlier this year, 
it was brought to the 
Town of Whitecourt’s 
attention that the origi-
nal use that was occur-
ring at the Soaring Ea-
gle Support Society’s 
property changed.  As 
a result, current opera-
tions at this location no 
longer comply with the 

zoning for that district.  
From a land use plan-
ning perspective, it was 
felt that the amend-
ments would create a 
pocket zoning with the 
potential for compati-
bility issues and there 
are other locations in 
the community that al-
ready accommodate the 
proposed use. While 
the coordination and 
availability of social 
services is important 
to our community, the 
location and operation-
al impacts of a facility 
must comply with local 
zoning regulations.

JOEL Theatrical Rig-
ging Contractors Ltd. 
has been awarded the 
contract for the pur-

chase and installation 
of stage drapery, room 
divider, and rigging 
at the Canfor Culture 
& Events Centre for 
$348,359.25 plus GST.

Two members of 
Council have been au-
thorized to attend the 
Alberta Recreation & 
Parks Association An-
nual Conference and 
Energize Workshop in 
October 2026.

Whitecourt Town 
Council has proclaimed 
September 14-20, 2026 
as National Coaches 
Week in Whitecourt.  

The Town of White-
court is preparing for 
the 2027 budget, and has 
scheduled the following:
•	 The 2027 Budget 

Public Input Session 
for Monday, Sep-
tember 28, 2026 at 
4:00pm; and,

•	 A Special Meet-
ing of Council for 
Wednesday, October 
7, 2026 at 3:00pm.

Council members 
have been authorized 
to attend: the 2026 
Whitecourt & District 
Chamber of Commerce 
Economic Forum on 
October 15, 2026; the 
Whitecourt Fire De-
partment Oath Cere-
mony on September 13, 
2026; and the Walk A 
Mile Fundraiser hosted 
by Wellspring Fami-
ly Resource & Crisis 
Centre on September 
17, 2026.

A Whitecourt homeowner receives a FireSmart Homeowners Incentive Grant 
after taking steps to reduce wildfire risk on the property. The program helps 
homeowners address hazards identified through a FireSmart Home Assessment 
and improve the resilience of their homes. The grant was presented on August 14.

Whitecourt Fire Department photo Whitecourt Fire Department photo 
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Thank you to all those loving 
families who've adopted the 

pets at the Whitecourt Vet Clinic. 

Whitecourt Veterinary 
Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave

We're there 
where you need 

us most!

Providing Traffic 
Control and Piloting

Road Monitoring 
& Radar Services

Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties

780-865-5815

• Traffic Control 
Personnel

• Provide service for 
emergency lane or road 

closures
• Construction 
zzone set ups

DEBT SOLUTIONS 
780-424-9944

FREE Consultation
www.DEBTFREE.ca

Debt/Credit Counselling
Creditor Negotiations
Bankruptcy Alternatives

Debt Consolidation
Consumer Proposals
Bankruptcy Protection

A.C. Waring 
& Associates Inc. 

 Licensed Insolvency Trustee 
Trustee in Bankruptcy

LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT
LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT

www.whitecourtpress.com

• Mental Health Helpline  
1-877-303-2642 • Addiction Helpline 

1-866-332-2322 • Health Link 811

Dollar Values as of August 26, 2026

One Canadian Dollar = 0.72 US Dollar
at an exchange rate of 0.7264 (using nominal rate).

Money Matters

Shift Incentive for Overnights

Please  Please  
recycle recycle 

this paperthis paper

NEED HELP? CALL  
ANYTIME!  

(24-7)


