
Healthy
is always on hand

Locally owned by Chetan & Roshni Bahl
Get your FREE Menu
780-666-2336 | HeartToHomeMeals.ca

Open your freezer to many easy 
meals made especially for 
seniors, delivered for free*.

*Some conditions may apply.

We accept
the Veterans

allowance.

Give the gift 
of comfort 

this season — 
Heart to Home 
Meals delivered 

frozen.  
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advantage (Whitecourt)

Patrick Carew
780-778-0053
pdcarew@telus.net
5114-50 Street, Whitecourt AB 780-778-6678
Each o�ce independently owned and operated

Just a phone call 
away from your 

home buying and 
selling needs.
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Whitecourt Denture Centre

#210  Mid Town Mall 5115-49 St Whitecourt AB • 780-803-5640

SENIORS AND ADULTS 18 TO 
64,  GOV'T PROGRAMS MAY 

PAY FOR YOUR NEW DENTURES 

• Upper & Lower Dentures • Partial Dentures • Repairs 
• Specializing in  Mobile Services - Home & Hospital
Alberta Works & Dental Plans Welcome* *Some Conditions & Restrictions 

Apply. Enhancements Extra.

After years of hard work, serious sweat equity and boundless 
determination, the volunteers of the Whitecourt Mountain Bike 
Park Association recently unveiled their sprawling four-phase 
bike park to the public, including an expansive pump track and 
features for all skill levels. Pictured is a senior rider showing off 
a big jump as a group watches in awe. See story page 6.

Pump track feature at the 
Whitecourt Mountain 
Bike Park is now open

The PressThe Press
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Thu., Sep. 3
Mainly sunny 

20%
15ºC
9ºC

W 8 km/h
<1mm

 Sun., Sep. 6
Sunny
10%
17ºC
9ºC

S 11 km/h
-

Fri., Sep. 4
Cloudy
20%
17ºC
8ºC

W 13 km/h
-

Sat., Sep. 5
Mainly sunny

30%
17ºC
9ºC

NW 8 km/h
-

Wed., Sep. 2
Chance of shower

20%
19ºC
9ºC

N 4 km/h
<1mm

Advancing obesity prevention 
and management in Alberta

| Press Release
Primary Care Alber-

ta (PCA) and Obesity 
Canada have signed a 
Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU) to 
jointly pursue obesity 
prevention and man-
agement initiatives 
within Alberta's prima-
ry healthcare system.

“Recognizing obesi-
ty as a chronic disease 
means ensuring Alber-
tans have access to re-
spectful, evidence-in-
formed care closer to 
home. This partnership 
will help strengthen 
prevention and man-
agement in primary 
care, support healthcare 
teams with the tools 
they need, and improve 
health outcomes for Al-
bertans and their fami-
lies.”

Justin Wright, Min-
ister of Primary and 
Preventative Health 
Services

The collaboration 
will support implemen-
tation of PCA's Chron-
ic Disease Prevention 
and Management prior-
ities and strengthen the 
capacity of Alberta's 
primary and communi-
ty care teams to deliver 
integrated, team-based 
obesity prevention and 
care. Helping Albertans 
manage obesity can 
create opportunities to 
reduce impacts on oth-
er areas of the health 

system.
"No single organi-

zation can address the 
growing impact of 
chronic disease alone. 
By bringing together 
provincial leadership 
and national expertise, 
this partnership reflects 
a shared commitment 
to improving obesity 
prevention and man-
agement and support-
ing better health for 
Albertans."

Kim Simmonds, 
CEO for Primary Care 
Alberta

Nearly one in three 
Canadians is living 
with obesity, a chronic 
disease associated with 
more than 200 down-
stream conditions. The 
economic cost of inac-
tion in treating obesi-
ty in Canada reached 
$27.6 billion in 2023, 
including healthcare 
costs and impacts on 
employment, produc-
tivity and income.

“People living with 
obesity have faced 
healthcare systems that 
do not consistently rec-
ognize or treat obesity 
like other chronic dis-
eases. This collabora-
tion is an opportunity to 
change that in Alberta 
by helping primary care 
teams put evidence into 
practice, build more 
connected pathways to 
care, and create experi-
ences where people are 

treated with dignity and 
without weight bias.”

Lisa Schaffer, Execu-
tive Director for Obesi-
ty Canada

The MOU was signed 
in April 2026 and out-
lines six areas for po-
tential collaboration:
•	 Provincial obesity 

prevention and man-
agement alignment

•	 Development and 
implementation of 
primary care path-
ways

•	 Workforce educa-
tion and capacity 
building

•	 Clinical practice 
guidelines and 
knowledge transla-
tion resources and 
supports

•	 Healthy weight gain 
in pregnancy

•	 Stigma reduction 
and rights-based 
care approaches

Through the collabo-
ration, Obesity Canada 
will bring expertise, 

evidence-informed re-
sources and education 
to support obesity pre-
vention and manage-
ment across Alberta’s 
primary healthcare sys-
tem, including support 
for integrating princi-
ples from the Canadian 
Adult Obesity Clinical 
Practice Guidelines 
into primary care.

The agreement marks 
an important step in 
strengthening collab-
oration on one of Al-
berta’s most significant 
chronic health chal-
lenges, with a shared 
focus on improving 
health outcomes for 
Albertans through ev-
idence-informed pre-
vention and care. The 
agreement builds on 
the province’s contin-
ued leadership in treat-
ing obesity. In March 
2025, Alberta became 
the first Canadian prov-
ince to recognize obesi-
ty as a chronic disease.

Over the coming 
months, PCA and Obe-
sity Canada will work 
together to advance the 
priorities identified in 
the MOU through the 
Obesity Care Partner-
ship Steering Commit-
tee, including develop-
ment of provincial care 
pathways, workforce 
education initiatives, 
clinical guidance and 
approaches that sup-
port stigma-free, evi-
dence-informed obe-
sity prevention and 
management.

Work is already un-
derway. PCA is devel-
oping a Chronic Dis-
ease Prevention and 
Management action 
plan, with obesity in-
cluded as a focus area. 
The first meeting of the 
Obesity Care Partner-
ship Steering Commit-
tee will take place on 
August 26, 2026.

Care is a lifelong 
commitment for Pri-

mary Care Alberta. We 
plan, fund and support 
primary healthcare 
across the province, im-
proving access to care 
providers and offer-
ing front-line services 
through Health Link 
811 and public health 
teams. Throughout the 
health journey, we are 
by your side – man-
aging, preventing and 
reducing illness. Along 
with our partners, we 
nurture the connections 
our communities need 
to thrive and strengthen 
the health of all Alber-
tans.

Obesity Canada is 
a national registered 
health charity and Can-
ada’s leading voice on 
obesity. We connect 
science, lived experi-
ence, and advocacy to 
change the way Cana-
da sees, supports, and 
understands people af-
fected by obesity. As 
steward of the Canadi-
an Adult Obesity Clini-
cal Practice Guidelines, 
we help translate evi-
dence into education, 
resources, and better 
care. Our work drives 
progress in healthcare, 
policy, and public un-
derstanding — and is 
made possible by the 
support of donors, part-
ners, and funders who 
share our vision for a 
healthier, more equita-
ble future.
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"Serving the community for over 30 years"
The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food  

in order to help families in need. 
Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm

Phone: 780-778-2341 Located within the Carlan  
Services Community Centre

Providing timely and 
easily accessible financial 

support for Whitecourt 
patients and their families 

who are dealing with a 
cancer diagnosis.

Joanne Belke (president of WCWS) 780 706 6861
Aimee Grierson 780-262-0222 https://wctcancerwellness.com/

Recover Out Loud
•	 Mondays are in person, at the Family Worship Center upstairs, and 

online (hybrid) at 7:30pm  
•	 Fridays 7:30pm at the Whitecourt Baptist Church in person only.

ZOOM ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude
Whitecourt Alcoholics 
Anonymous Group 

Support group on Tuesdays, February 17 to May 5.
Crossroads Community Church, 4719 44 Avenue

Mayerthorpe, Pre-registration is required 

Meetings are three times each week
• Monday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
• Wednesday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
• Friday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Located at the United Church Basement on Legion 
Street (formerly 5201 - 50 Street), Please Leave a Mes-
sage for Our AA member or Contact Addictions Helpline 
@1(866)332-2322

CALL Ruth  
780-674-7182

Your only LOCAL carrier serving the Community since 1950
Proud supporter of 

our local Organizations
780-778-2226

This page is sponsored by:

By Haylee 
Winger

Whitecourt asks residents 
to weigh in on winter 

maintenance changes

Whitecourt residents 
are being asked to 
weigh in on proposed 
changes to the Town’s 
winter maintenance 
policy following an 
exceptional amount of 
snowfall.

Whitecourt Town 
Council has reviewed 
a draft Winter Main-
tenance Policy and is 
seeking public feed-
back before deciding 
whether to adopt the 
proposed changes.

According to the 
Town of Whitecourt, 
crews hauled 7,000 
truckloads of snow 
during the 2025/2026 
winter season, com-
pared with 2,000 truck-

loads the year before.
“Last winter, White-

court received an 
exceptional amount 
of snow. Our crew 
hauled 7,000 truck-
loads of snow over the 
2025/2026 season com-
pared to 2,000 truck-
loads the year before,” 
said Mayor Ray Hilts.

Hilts said the amount 
of snow was excep-
tional, but the experi-
ence also prompted the 
Town to look at wheth-
er its existing policies 
and procedures will 
continue to meet the 
community’s changing 
needs.

Several changes are 
being proposed, includ-
ing a new road-priority 
system. The number of 
priority levels would 
be reduced from five 
to four, with residential 

streets moving to Prior-
ity 3.

The proposed poli-
cy would also provide 
clearer service levels 
and benchmarks for 
winter maintenance, 
including ice control 
and plowing/removal. 
Those details are out-
lined in the new Winter 
Maintenance Guide-
lines.

The Town is also 
planning to improve 
communication with 
residents. A new on-
line reporting system 
will allow community 
members to report win-
ter maintenance issues 
directly through the 
Town’s website or app.

“Whitecourt Town 
Council had the oppor-
tunity to review current 
priorities and practices, 
and changes have been 

proposed to our priority 
categories, communi-
cations with the pub-
lic, and benchmarks 
for service,” Hilts said. 
“We are now looking to 
community members 
for their constructive 
feedback on the pro-
posed changes.”

Residents can review 
the draft Winter Main-
tenance Policy and new 
Winter Maintenance 
Guidelines on the Town 
of Whitecourt website 
before submitting their 
comments through the 
online feedback form.

Residents have until 4 
p.m. Friday, September 
4, 2026, to submit their 
feedback on the pro-
posed changes. Council 
will review the com-
ments and information 
collected from the pub-
lic in September.

The PressThe Press
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Nic Bourgeois
August 30, 1991 – December 5, 2022

35 years ago, you 
came into this world we 
did not know then how 
short your stay would be 
but so very grateful for 
the years we had you.

Your attitude, work 
ethic, joy for life and 
seeing you live your life 
full of adventures love 
and sometimes maybe 
a bit too much fun 
brought light and joy 
not only into our lives 
but so many others.

I know you are watch-
ing over your three girls the most – 
we all miss you more than words can 
say.  Your laugh, the look on your face 
when you were laughing.   
Your hugs, we were 
so lucky 
to get so 

many when we could 
they really were the best 
hugs!

You are always 
missed, loved so very 
much and will forever 
live on with your family 
and so many friends 
down here - till we meet 
again keep shining your 
light on us.

Sending hugs to you 
today and every day; 
Love Ness, Nova and 
Stella, your mama and 
dad, big sister Nina and 

Tim, big brother Steven and Kay, bo-
nus mom and dad and bonus little 
sisters Amiela and Macey, all your 
nieces and nephews and the rest of 

your family and friends that miss 
you as much as we 

do.

Young hockey players take to the ice during the Whitecourt 
Wolverines Hockey School, which got underway with U7 and 
U9 groups participating in on-ice sessions.

Jaymee Feist photo Jaymee Feist photo 
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During our Store Renovations Caine’s Jewellers’ 

commitment to serving and meeting the 
Jewellery needs of our community and area 

still remains.

Starting July 6, 2026, if your Jewellery is in need 
of repair, or you need a battery for your watch, 

you can drop it o� with our sales associates who 
will gladly take care of it for you. We can be found 
through the side entrance of the Whitecourt and 

District Chamber of Commerce building at
4907 – 52nd Avenue in Whitecourt Unit #7.

You can also follow us on our Facebook page 
(facebook.com/cjewellers) 

for updated news as our renovation progresses.

If you are needing an item for a special occasion, 
please reach out via text to 
Kandice @ 780-778-3302 

or email at wckandice@cainesjewellers.com.

We can’t wait to show 
you our new Home!!!!

Monday – Friday 11am-3pm 
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Pump track feature at the Whitecourt 
Mountain Bike Park is now open

| By Serena Lapointe
Eleven years ago, 

when Tyson Nakucyj 
got involved with the 
Whitecourt Mountain 
Bike Park Associa-
tion at fifteen years of 
age, he never could’ve 
imagined what his 
teenage dream from the 
early days of the park 
would transform into 
by 2026 and where it 
would lead him within 
the club’s leadership 
group.

When construction 
on the park began in 
2017, led by renowned 
bike park designer 
and builder Jay Hoots, 
Nakucyj said he was 
in awe. “As a seven-
teen-year-old kid, it 
was pretty late in my 
life to discover the pas-
sion for this, but I’m all 
for it now. My vision is 
to keep this going and 
to give the park to the 
kids, as something I 
never had. That’s my 
goal,” said Nakucyj.

After a brief break 
from the club, Nakucyj 
reconnected in 2023 
with a different vision, 
taking on the role of 
Trail Coordinator. With 
a passionate group 
ready to push bound-
aries and reach for the 
stars, the team got to 
work and successful-
ly secured significant 
funding in 2025. “I 
took a big jump into the 
boots-on-the-ground 
work and made sure 
everything was here. It 
wasn’t just me, though. 
Mitch Warken, our 
Trail Boss, and Kyle 
Strebchuk, Dan Mi-
chaud, Martin Bauer-
schmidt and obviously 
the Braun Family, are 
all part of this club with 

boots on the ground in 
this facility,” said Na-
kucyj.

Years of dedication 
and passion for the 
sport have resulted in 
one of the area's newest 
gems, which has enthu-
siasts not just here or in 
the immediate area but 
far outside of it, even 
coming up from south-
ern Alberta, biting at 
the bit to enjoy the 
fruits of the club’s la-
bour-intensive projects 
at the park.

“This is way more 
than I could have pos-
sibly ever hoped for. 
Every day, I’m just 
happy to ride my bike. 
We have progression 
jumps, anything from 
green, blue, black and 
double black. There are 
lots of jumps and op-
portunities for riders of 
all levels,” said Naku-
cyj. There are wooden 
features, trails through 
the surrounding for-
est, and even an area 
for newbies, where 
they can practice at a 
comfortable, low-to-
the-ground level with 
low impact. As they 
progress, they can then 
try out harder features, 
building on their own 
comfort level.

One of the most re-
cent additions is a 
huge pump track, the 
park’s fourth phase 
with Team Hoots. “It 
is a fully encapsulated 
asphalt track. It is one 
of the only ones like it 
in the area. From the 
youth and parents, they 
love our pump track. 
They think it’s amaz-
ing, and they can’t be-
lieve every time they 
come down here that 
this is here. They had 

no idea it was here,” 
smiled Nakucyj.

One of the neat things 
about the pump track 
is that it gives riders 
somewhere to go when 
the ground in the rest of 
the park is too saturat-
ed, protecting dirt fea-
tures from being rutted. 
That means there’s al-
ways something to do. 
“It’s been a really good 
asset to our park. We 
had to keep the public 
out of this area as much 
as we could while we 
built it to preserve the 
skeleton of the track. 
It’s built on a gravel 
base. Now, we can of-
ficially leave this place 
open in hopes that peo-
ple ride this when the 
rest of the park is wet.”

Other features at the 
Whitecourt Mountain 
Bike Park include the 
North Star Area in the 
back behind the pump 
track, which tests riders 
on many of the skills 
they’ve learned at the 
park. “You can take all 
those features, crumple 
them in a ball and try 
them all at once, doing 
bridges, teeter totters 
and tight corners,” add-
ed Nakucyj.

On Saturday, August 
22, the park had its offi-
cial grand opening, un-

veiling the pump track 
and the rest of the park 
in all its glory. The area 
was packed with riders 
of all ages, with a free 
BBQ, competitions and 
what must’ve been an 
overarching sense of 
accomplishment for the 
crew that pulled it all 
together.

For Nakucyj, now 
president of the White-
court Mountain Bike 
Park Association, the 
dream is real. “The 
park was the fullest I’ve 
ever seen it. Lots of 
laughs and smiles, and 
the weather cooperat-
ed. It was a great day,” 
he said, giving kudos 
to the small group who 
pulled the celebration 
together. “Everything 
worked out great. I 
don’t think there was 
one piece that didn’t 
work out!”

The road and parking 
lot, which were both 
jam-packed on Satur-
day, are two big parts 
of the park's success 
and took a lot of time 
to see through to frui-
tion. “They are huge, 
huge milestones in our 
club’s progression. We 
successfully leased the 
land and built a road 
on it with the Town of 
Whitecourt’s contribu-

tion," explained Naku-
cyj.

Whitecourt Mayor 
Ray Hilts was joined 
by MLA, Minister of 
Infrastructure Martin 
Long, and Mike Braun, 
one of the club’s key 
spokespeople, and 
leading members, to 
officially open the park. 
“I think there’s been 
times when we won-
dered, ' Why the heck 
are we doing this,” 
laughed Braun in his 
speech. “But the last 
two years were incred-
ible with the amount 
of development in the 
area, and we need to 
give a shout-out to Jay 
Hoots and his team.”

Braun also highlight-
ed the volunteers and 
the impact of countless 
hours donated to the 
cause. “This isn’t just 
for us in Whitecourt. 
This is for our friends 
in Woodlands County, 
for the region and the 
greater region. We have 
riders coming from 
Red Deer, and all over 
the place. This is about 
community, volunteers 
and a lot of work. Dig-
ging trails by hand, just 
sweat equity.”

He thanked ANC, 
Millar Western, Can-
for and West Fraser 

for sponsoring the park 
through the Forest Re-
source Improvement 
Association of Alberta, 
which they accessed 
grant dollars from. 
They also received 
dollars from the Com-
munity Facility En-
hancement Program, 
which all told enabled 
them to complete the 
four phases in the park 
plan from 2016. “So, 
here we are. It’s done. 
But I have to say, I 
think we’re not done,” 
smiled Braun. “This is 
just a foundation for 
what’s going to come 
next.”

Nakucyj hopes the 
community checks out 
the facility and enjoys 
it. “What our park has 
to offer is something 
like no one else has for 
sure,” he said, with a 
sense of pride. “I can 
promise you that it is 
much better than you 
think it is.” Follow the 
Whitecourt Mountain 
Bike Park Association 
on Facebook and Insta-
gram to stay up to date. 
The park is located on 
Riverside Road, on the 
right-hand side, just be-
fore the main entrance 
to Brooke's Creek 
Campground. Signs are 
posted.

Mike Braun speaking at the grand opening.

A rider enjoying the new pump track.
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Mrs. Petch tests out a new sensory 
resource as Pat Hardy School 
prepares to welcome students 
back for another school year. Petch 
will support students in her role 
as Inclusive Education and PUF 
Facilitator.

Pat Hardy School photo Pat Hardy School photo 

| By Serena Lapointe
This year, Eastlink 

Park is entering its 
eleventh year of opera-
tions in the community, 
having opened its doors 
for the first time on De-
cember 5, 2015. Run-
ning as a non-profit, the 
hill is operated by the 
Whitecourt Woodlands 
Winter Recreation Park 
Society. Part of how 
it operates is through 
sponsorships and con-
tracts, including one 
with Woodlands Coun-
ty.

On August 13, staff 
and board members 
presented their re-
quest for a new three-
year contract with the 
municipality, sharing 
some of their data from 
the last few years. Di-
ana Livingston, board 
member and bookkeep-
er, led the presentation.

In the past six seasons 
that the park has been 
open, Eastlink Park has 
welcomed an average 
of 15,000 annual ski-
er visits, with roughly 
800 of those yearly vis-
its being from students 
who attend with their 
schools. “Eastlink Park 
utilizes a lot of volun-
teers on school days. 
Volunteers inside help 
get the kids geared up, 
others are outside di-
recting kids to the right 
place, and more are 
providing lessons so 
that no one feels alone 
or overwhelmed on our 
hill. Last year we net-
ted 326 volunteer hours 
for school groups,” ex-
plained Livingston.

“We see users com-
ing from surrounding 
areas such as Swan 
Hills, Fox Creek, Ed-
son, Hinton, Stony 
Plain, Spruce Grove, 
and even Edmonton. 
Visitors from the city 
have told us they love 
the pace of our hill. 
They don’t have to wait 
in a long line for the lift, 
and they can ski more 
runs at our hill in a day 
than they can in the 
city.” She added that 
last season, almost 50 
percent of season pass 
holders were residents 
of Woodlands County 
and approximately 25 
percent of daily users 
were also County resi-
dents.

On a personal note, 
Livingston said that a 
school visit attended 
by her daughter is what 

got the pair involved 
with the hill. “I came to 
ski at the hill with my 
school,” explained her 
daughter, Jill. “I had 
so much fun that I kept 
coming back to ski, and 
I really improved my 
skills. As soon as I was 
old enough, I started 
working as a Liftie and 
later in Guest Services 
and Admin. I worked 
at the hill all my high 
school years and am 
currently working on 
my Ski Patrol certifica-
tion. All this because of 
a ski visit with school.”

Livingston said that, 
just like her daughter, 
many students have 
enjoyed employment 
at the hill. “The major-
ity of our staff at East-
link Park are part-time 
youth. We hire around 
40 students each sea-
son. All from White-
court or Woodlands 
County. Many staff 
came first as school 
group visitors, like my 
daughter, then returning 
with family or friends, 
then looking for a job 
when they turned 15,” 
she explained. Adding 
that many staff choose 
to return to the hill as 
instructors, helping the 
next generation.

On top of the troop 
of part-time staff, Liv-
ingston explained that 
the board members also 
volunteer their time 
for events throughout 
the season. “We utilize 
volunteers as often as 
possible to help keep 
costs down. Board 
members were park-
ing attendants on New 
Year's Eve and serving 
hot dogs at the Slush 
Cup.” The Slush Cup is 
an end-of-season event 
where participants race 
down the hill and at-
tempt to make it across 
an open pool of water to 
the landing spot on the 
other side. Volunteers 
in the water help get 
stragglers back to the 
side where they quickly 
wrap up in a towel as 
the crowd cheers.

Livingston said the 
goal of the park is to re-
main affordable. “Our 
goal is to keep prices 
affordable for families, 
and in recent years the 
cost of living has in-
creased significantly. 
Our operating costs 
have also increased. 
We strive to collect a 
reasonable rate from 

users to remain af-
fordable and rely on 
sponsors for the rest. 
The six-year average 
annual operating rev-
enue is $200,000, and 
expenses are $400,000. 
We rely on sponsors 
and donations to fill the 
gap.” She said that oc-
casionally, a business 
covers the cost of the 
lifts and rentals for ev-
eryone so that Eastlink 
Park can offer a free 
night of fun. “For some 
families, this is the only 
time they can enjoy the 
park,” said Livingston.

The highest cost 
output for the park is 
wages, coming in at 
$180,000. The next big-
gest annual cost is util-
ities, at $50,000, and 
then insurance, cost-
ing just under $30,000 
yearly. They also spend 
roughly $10,000 per 
year on Snowmax, an 
additive added to the 
water going through 
the snow guns, which 
produces a lighter snow 
that lasts longer than 
natural snow, allowing 
the park to open earlier 
in the fall and stay open 
longer into the spring.

Livingston ex-
plained that they also 
invest in the hill each 
year by keeping their 
equipment current 
and safe, which adds 
to their costs. Some 
bigger purchases in-
clude $5,000 in new 
tubes, $25,000 in new 
skis in 2024/2025, and 
$10,000 in new helmets 
last year. She said that 
helmets need to be re-
placed every five years 
and that skis need to 
pass a Torq test every 
year to stay within the 
rental fleet.

“In the past few years 
we’ve bought two pre-
viously owned quads, 
with tracks, and one 
new quad. We were 
also able to purchase 
additional used snow 
guns,” said Livingston. 
They expect to replace 
some bigger pieces of 
equipment soon too, in-
cluding their snowcat, 
which is from the 90s.

She mentioned that 
they had the engine re-
placed already and that 
they replaced the com-
puter, which was not as 
easy as it sounds. “You 
can’t get a new one. It 
has to be a still-func-
tioning replacement 
reclaimed from a snow-

cat from that era. There 
aren’t many computers 
from the mid-90s out 
there still operational,” 
said Livingston.

To replace a snow-
cat, the Whitecourt 
Woodlands Winter 
Recreation Park Soci-
ety is facing a bill of 
$500,000 for a new one 
or upwards of $280,000 
for a used model from 
2019. Livingston said 
the group is constantly 
looking at grant oppor-
tunities and additional 
funding to help them 
accumulate capital 
funds to replace aging 
equipment, including 
the possibility of doing 
a casino event. Follow-
ing the presentation, 
Livingston said the so-
ciety was requesting a 
three-year sponsorship 
funding contract from 
Woodlands County for 
$35,000 for 2026, and 
$40,000 each in 2027 
and 2028.

Councillor Alan 
Deane thanked the 
group for all they do. 
“It truly is a cool place 
to go for families and 
young people," he said. 
Councillor McNeil 
joined her colleague 
in giving kudos. “My 
granddaughter worked 
there the last few years, 
so I love the program,” 
she said, smiling.

She then asked if the 
board had ever looked 
into KidSport or Jump-
start, two programs that 
can help make access-
ing sports, like the ski 
hill, more financially 
possible. Councillor 
McNeil wondered if it 
could help snag annual 
passes for some local 
residents. Livingston 
said it was a great idea 
and mentioned that 
they would look into it.

Reeve Dave Kusch 
said his family use the 
hill often and agreed it 
was a fantastic hill. “I 
do support, for myself 
anyways, reviewing a 
contract with you guys 
and trying to do what 
we can to keep this hill 
here and running as 
long as we can.” Wood-
lands County Council 
will discuss the ask 
during its budget delib-
erations early this fall.

Volunteers and sponsorships 
continue to make Eastlink Park viable

During a recent Woodlands County 
Council meeting, staff and board 
members from the Whitecourt 
Woodlands Winter Recreation Park 
Society presented on the park, including 
user rates for county residents, recent 
equipment replacements and some 
big purchases on the horizon as they 
requested a new three-year contract 
from the municipality.

Fixing the hand rail Fixing the hand rail 
and re-levelling the and re-levelling the 
carpet this summer.carpet this summer.

Fist bump at the top 
of the magic carpet.

Photos by Eastlink ParkPhotos by Eastlink Park

Please recycle Please recycle 
this paperthis paper
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Thank you to all those loving 
families who've adopted the 

pets at the Whitecourt Vet Clinic. 

Whitecourt Veterinary 
Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave

We're there 
where you need 

us most!

Providing Traffic 
Control and Piloting

Road Monitoring 
& Radar Services

Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties

780-865-5815

• Traffic Control 
Personnel

• Provide service for 
emergency lane or road 

closures
• Construction 
zzone set ups

DEBT PROBLEMS??? 
780-424-9944

FREE Consultation
www.DEBTFREE.ca

A.C. Waring 
& Associates Inc. 

 Licensed Insolvency Trustee 
Trustee in Bankruptcy

Foreclosure Fear?
Wage Garnishment?

Call Us.  Talk to Us.  We can help you NOW.

Bank Loan Recalled?
Mortgage/Rent Arrears?

LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT
LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT

www.whitecourtpress.com

• Mental Health Helpline  
1-877-303-2642 • Addiction Helpline 

1-866-332-2322 • Health Link 811

Dollar Values as of September 2, 2026

One Canadian Dollar = 0.72 US Dollar
at an exchange rate of 0.7214 (using nominal rate).

Money Matters

Shift Incentive for Overnights

Please  Please  
recycle recycle 

this paperthis paper

NEED HELP? CALL  
ANYTIME!  

(24-7)
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING:
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2026 – 4:00 PM

NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION SESSION: Monday, September 14, 2026 – 3:30 
PM, Forest Interpretive Centre, 3002 – 33 Street, Whitecourt, AB

Pursuant to the provisions of the Municipal Government Act, the Town of Whitecourt has 
received an application to amend:

• Land Use Bylaw 1577 

Land Use Bylaw 1577-7
Proposes to add Government Service as a discretionary use in the C-2 Service 
Commercial land use district. 

“GOVERNMENT SERVICE” means development providing Crown Corporation, 
municipal, provincial or federal government services directly to the public. Typical uses 
include but are not limited to municipal offices, taxation offices, courthouses, postal 
stations, staffing and employment offices, school board offices, First Nation services, 
health authority offices, and social service offices, which result in significant client 
visitation. It does not include essential public services, correctional centres and schools.

Public Information Session – 3:30 pm Monday, September 14, 2026, in the Forest 
Interpretive Centre. This is an in-person session only. It provides an opportunity to learn 
more about the proposed changes and ask questions in an interactive setting.

Public Hearing – 4:00 p.m. Monday, September 14, 2026, in the Town Council 
Chambers. This is a formal opportunity to make presentations for or against the proposed 
application. All comments are directly to Council, and form part of the public record. The 
Public Hearing will be available both in person and electronically. All presentations are 
limited to five minutes each and must include the presenter’s name and address. 

Written Submissions:
Individuals or organizations wishing to make a submission for the Public Hearing are 
encouraged to provide their comments in writing prior to noon on Thursday, September 
10, 2026. Written submissions must include the name and address of the submitter. 
They can be emailed to stephanieschaffner@whitecourt.ca, dropped off at the Town 
Office 5004 – 52 Avenue, or mailed to Box 509, Whitecourt, AB, T7S 1N6 with attention to 
Stephanie Schaffner. Please note the following:

• Written submissions to include name and address. 
•  If mailing a written submission, please ensure that it is mailed sufficiently in advance 

to allow enough time for it to be received prior to the above noted deadline.
•  If emailing a written submission, please note that any attachments greater than 5MB 

or sent as a .zip file will NOT be accepted by the Town of Whitecourt email server.

Electronic Presentations:
Individuals or organizations who wish to make a presentation by electronic means must 
pre-register with the Legislative Manager by emailing a request to administration@
whitecourt.ca prior to noon on Thursday, September 10, 2026

All written comments and pre-registration emails must clearly state your full name, 
municipal address, daytime phone number, and your support or opposition to the 
proposed amendments.  It is also recommended to confirm receipt of all written 
submissions or email pre-registration requests.

A copy of all related documents can be viewed in person at the 
Town Office 5004 - 52 Avenue, Planning Desk, during regular 
business hours prior to the Public Hearing. The proposed 
amendments can be found on the Town of Whitecourt website at 
www.whitecourt.ca or viewed using the following QR code: 

The Public Hearing will be livestreamed via the Town of Whitecourt YouTube Channel 
https://www.youtube.com/@WhitecourtTown 

Questions on the process or the Public Hearing should be directed to Stephanie 
Schaffner, Planner, at 780-778-2273, e-mailed to stephanieschaffner@whitecourt.ca, or 
mailed to Box 509, Whitecourt, AB, T7S 1N6.

The PressThe Press
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Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858

A locally owned and family operated 
newspaper serving Whitecourt

The Press is printed on high quality newsprint using 
vegetable based ink. We encourage you to share, save, 

reuse, rehash & recycle.

Published every wednesday

The PressThe Press

Letter to the Editor policy
The Press welcomes readers to write letters to 

the Editor. A maximum of 300 words is 
preferred but not necessary. Letters must carry 

a first name or two initials with surname and 
include an address and daytime telephone 
number. All letters are subject to editing. 

Please email letters to wctpress@gmail.com.

Tri-Logging 
is against 
bullying

S P O N S O R E D  B Y 

Samuel Bryce Southern
Age 16

A group of 
Spruce View 
Lodge residents 
enjoyed an 
outing last 
week, touring 
St. Mary 
Meade Farm & 
Wool Mill and 
the Rochfort 
Bridge Pioneer 
Museum before 
stopping for 
lunch at the 
Trading Post. 

Spruce View Lodge photosSpruce View Lodge photos
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Odds of a child becoming 
a top fashion designer: 1 in 7,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed
with autism: 1 in 110

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autisms peaks.org

Some signs to look for:

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

© 2010 Autism Speaks Inc. “Autism Speaks” and “It’s Time To Listen” & design are trademarks owned by Autism Speaks Inc. All rights reserved.

Building Supplies
BLANKET THE PROV-
INCE with a classified 
ad. Only $269/wk 
(based on 25 words or 
less). Reach 75 weekly 
newspapers. Call NOW 
for details. 1-800-282-
6903; www.awna.com; 
email classifieds@awna.
com

Feed and Seed
Pintail Winter Wheat 
ON SALE! Extremely 
hardy. High yielding. 
Awnless. Excellent 
variety for Forage or 
Feed Grain production. 
Low inputs. High Profits, 
Big Discounts for Large 
Orders. You Have to Try 
it. It's That Good! Call 
403-556-2609 or text 
403-994-2609; mastin-
seeds.com

For Sale
INTEGRITY POST 
FRAME BUILDINGS 
since 2008 BUILT WITH 
CONCRETE POSTS. 
Barns, Shops, Riding 
Arenas, Machine Sheds 
and more, sales@integri-
tybuilt.com 1-866-974-
7678 www.integritybuilt.
com.

Heavy Equipment For 
Sale

PROMOTE YOUR MES-
SAGE THROUGHOUT 
Alberta. The Blanket 
Classifieds or Value Ads 
connect with more than 
400,000 readers in the 
province each week. 
Choose from three pack-
ages beginning at $269, 
$299 or $599 to share 
your message in over 

70 Weekly Community 
Newspapers. Contact 
THIS NEWSPAPER today 
or email classifieds@
awna.com for more 
information. Call 1-800-
282-6903 or 780-434-
8746 or visit www.awna.
com.

Services
PRIVATE MORTGAGE 
LENDER. All real estate 

types considered. No 
credit checks done. 
Deal direct with lender 
and get quick approval. 
403-543-0927; www.
firstandsecondmortgag-
es.ca

Travel
OSOYOOS LAKESHORE 
VILLA: Executive lakev-
iew villa in Osoyoos, BC, 
breathtaking lake and 

mountain views; just 
3 minutes from town. 
Vacation in Canada's 
warmest destination. Or 
warmer weather, two 
luxurious 5-star resort 
units in Phoenix, Arizo-
na. Doug 306-716-2671 
or visit osoyooslakevilla.
com

Canada strikes back: 
Implications of the 

proposed counter-tariffs
| By Siddhartha Bhat-
tacharya and Mark Par-
sons, ATB Economics 

Canada strikes back: 
Implications of the pro-
posed counter-tariffs 

Key points
•	 The federal gov-

ernment announced 
last week that it is 
implementing “dol-
lar-for-dollar” Ca-
nadian counter-tar-
iffs in response to 
U.S. Section 338 
tariffs to take effect 
starting September 
8.

•	 The counter-tariffs 
will put upward 
pressure on infla-
tion, but this will be 
partially mitigated 
by efforts to switch 
to Canadian and 
overseas suppliers.

•	 The impact of U.S. 
tariffs and count-
er-tariffs will be felt 
unevenly across sec-
tors and businesses. 
Trade uncertainty 
has a larger effect 
than tariffs them-
selves, and the main 
risk comes from 
an escalation in the 
trade war.

The federal govern-
ment is imposing “dol-
lar-for-dollar” count-
er-tariffs ranging from 
15% to 50% on a list of 
over 700 specific U.S. 
goods starting on Sep-
tember 8. This is being 
done in response to the 
new set of U.S. tariffs 
on Canadian goods that 
went into effect on Au-
gust 22.

It’s estimated that 
$27.6 billion worth of 
Canadian goods are 
subject to the new U.S. 
tariffs, so Ottawa is im-
posing counter-tariffs 
on $27.6 billion worth 
of U.S. goods.

Canada imported 
$362 billion worth of 
products from the U.S. 
last year, so that $27.6 
billion works out to 
7.6% of Canada’s total 
imports from the U.S.

In response to the 
U.S. tariffs, the fed-
eral government has 
announced a new $7.5 
billion support package 
for Canadian work-
ers and businesses. 
The package includes 
liquidity support for 
businesses; greater ac-
cess to the Business 
Development Bank of 
Canada’s tariff-related 
programs; $2 billion 
for the Canada Strong 
Diversification Fund; 
$3.5 billion for Em-
ployment Insurance 
and training.

By raising import 
costs, the counter-tar-
iffs will have a damp-
ening effect on eco-
nomic activity, partly 
mitigated by new busi-
ness supports and a 
shift (where possible) 
to non-U.S. suppliers. 
Overall, we expect that 
the new U.S. Section 
338 tariffs, when com-
bined with Canadian 
counter-tariffs and sup-
port programs, will re-
sult in roughly a half a 
percentage point reduc-
tion in Canadian GDP 
growth, with the largest 
impact in 2027.

An important dis-
tinction needs to be 
made when describing 
the impacts. While the 
macroeconomic effects 
of the tariffs are esti-
mated to be moderate, 
the microeconomic ef-
fects on impacted busi-
nesses and consumers 
will be significant.

For example, the new 
50% U.S. tariff on Ca-
nadian honey could be 

catastrophic to Cana-
dian honey producers 
who rely heavily on 
U.S. sales. Similarly, 
the 50% Canadian tariff 
on U.S. drill pipe could 
cost Canadian compa-
nies that import it a lot 
of extra money if they 
cannot find a non-U.S. 
supplier.

Inflationary 
impact

The Canadian count-
er-tariffs on things like 
U.S. food products, 
clothing, and house-
hold appliances will put 
upward pressure on the 
Consumer Price Index 
(CPI). Part of the im-
pact will be mitigated 
by the ability of Cana-
dians to substitute sim-
ilar products from non-
U.S. sources, though 
these prices might also 
increase due to the rise 
in demand.

A Bank of Canada 
study of the counter-tar-
iffs imposed in 2025 
found that the prices of 
the affected products 
increased by 6%, or 
roughly one-quarter of 
the 25% counter-tariff 
rate. If a similar im-
pact is observed, we 
estimate the impact on 
Canadian inflation will 
be roughly 0.2-0.3 per-
centage points.

We anticipate the 
Bank of Canada will 
look past a short-term 
inflation bump from 
counter-tariffs and not 
raise its policy rate. As 
such, in the absence of 
further escalation, we 
retain our view that the 
Bank of Canada will 
stay on hold through 
2026.

What U.S. products 
are being tariffed by 
Canada?

The federal govern-

ment says that it se-
lected the products to 
tariff based on what 
the U.S. had previously 
tariffed (known as Sec-
tion 232 tariffs—steel, 
aluminum, copper, au-
tos, etc.) and the new 
tariffs it imposed over 
the weekend (known 
as Section 338 tariffs). 
Minister of Industry 
Mélanie Joly told re-
porters that the prod-
ucts were also selected 
to generate political 
pressure within specific 
states.

The list of products 
with new and increased 
tariff rates is long at 
893 and includes ev-
erything from frozen 
salmon and coils of 
steel to plywood and 
dishwashers.

The counter-tariffs 
fall under three tiers:
1.	50% - Driven pri-

marily by U.S. pri-
mary steel and alu-
minum, which were 
bumped from 25% 
to 50% to match 
U.S. rates. Also cov-
ers consumer elec-
tronics, furniture, 
and apparel.

2.	25% - Bulk com-
modity groups in-
cluding dairy and 
cheese, agricultural 
machinery, major 
home appliances, 
wood/paper prod-
ucts, and steel/alu-
minum derivatives.

3.	15% - Secondary 
commercial items, 
including electric 
equipment, power 
tools, and commer-
cial lighting.

Our estimates of the 
value of the new count-
er-tariffs, organized by 
major product catego-
ry and tariff rate, are 
shown in the chart be-
low.

The PressThe Press
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DAVE 
KUSCH

Reeve, Division 1 – Anselmo
dave.kusch@woodlands.ab.ca

780-778-9337

PATRICIA 
MACNEIL

Councillor, Division 2 -  
Whitecourt West

patricia.macneil@woodlands.ab.ca
780-268-3000

ALAN 
DEANE

Councillor, Division 3 -  
Whitecourt Central

alan.deane@woodlands.ab.ca
780-778-0894

KAREN 
ST. MARTIN

Councillor, Division 4 -  
Whitecourt East

karen.stmartin@woodlands.ab.ca
780-778-0822

JENNA 
WRIGHT
Councillor, Division 5 -  

Blue Ridge
jenna.wright@woodlands.ab.ca 

780-779-6765

PETER 
KUELKEN

Councillor, Division 6 - Goose Lake / 
Freeman River

peter.kuelken@woodlands.ab.ca 
780-284-2425

BENNY 
WHITTEN

Councillor, Division 7 -  
Fort Assiniboine / Timeu

benny.whitten@woodlands.ab.ca 
780-305-4655

www.woodlands.ab.ca

780-778-8400 
1-888-870-6315

admin@woodlands.ab.ca 
1 Woodlands Lane, 

Whitecourt, 
AB T7S 1N3 

RECREATION GRANT APPLICATION 2026

LABOUR DAY OFFICE CLOSURES &  
SERVICE INTERRUPTIONS:

UPCOMING COUNCIL & COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Applications for Recreation Program-
ming Grants are being accepted until 
Friday, September 11, 2026.

Organizations that apply must be non-profit 
and demonstrate other fundraising efforts 
and funding sources. Priority will be given to 
programs that serve children and youth. 

Applications, full policy, and all other sup-
porting documents can be:

• Downloaded from our website: wood-
lands.ab.ca
• Or, picked up at either of the Whitecourt 
or Fort Assiniboine offices

3 ways to submit your completed applica-
tions!

• Drop off in-person at either the White-
court or Fort Assiniboine offices
•  Mailed to: Woodlands County, Attn: 

Community Services, Box 60, #1 Wood-
lands Lane, Whitecourt, AB T7S 1N3

• Emailed to: communityservices@
woodlands.ab.ca 

For more information, contact Woodlands 
County Community Services at 780-778-
8400, or communityservices@woodlands.
ab.ca

Monday, September 7, both municipal offices w ill be closed. They’ll reopen  
Tuesday, September 8, for regular hours.

Fort Assiniboine garbage collection will be deferred to Tuesday, September 8.

• Regular Council Meeting – September 10 at 9:30 a.m.
•  Agriculture Service Board Meeting – September 15 at 10:00 a.m. at the County Regional 

Municipal Office in Fort Assiniboine.
• Airport Advisory Committee Meeting – September 16
•  Economic Development Committee Meeting – September 22 at  

1:00 p.m.
• Regular Council Meeting – September 24 at 9:30 a.m.
• Community Services Committee Meeting – September 
24 at 5:30 p.m.

JOIN US! All Council and Committee Meetings are open to 
the public. All meetings are held at the Woodlands County 
Administration Building at #1 Woodlands Lane, Whitecourt, 
unless otherwise posted.

Access meeting schedules, agenda packages, minutes, and 
more by scanning the QR Code or going to our CivicWeb 
Portal: woodlands.civicweb.net/Portal/


