
Easy
is always on hand

Locally owned by Chetan & Roshni Bahl
Get your FREE Menu
780-666-2336 | HeartToHomeMeals.ca

Open your freezer to many easy meals made 
especially for seniors, delivered for free*.

*Some conditions may apply.
We accept

the Veterans
allowance.

Give the gift 
of comfort 

this season — 
Heart to Home 
Meals delivered 

frozen.  

advantage (Whitecourt)

Patrick Carew
780-778-0053
pdcarew@telus.net
5114-50 Street, Whitecourt AB 780-778-6678
Each o�ce independently owned and operated

Just a phone call 
away from your 

home buying and 
selling needs.

Whitecourt Denture Centre

#210  Mid Town Mall 5115-49 St Whitecourt AB • 780-803-5640

SENIORS AND ADULTS 18 TO 
64,  GOV'T PROGRAMS MAY 

PAY FOR YOUR NEW DENTURES 

• Upper & Lower Dentures • Partial Dentures • Repairs 
• Specializing in  Mobile Services - Home & Hospital
Alberta Works & Dental Plans Welcome* *Some Conditions & Restrictions 

Apply. Enhancements Extra.

Scan to sign up 
for your free 

e-edition and 
receive each 
new issue in 
your inbox.

See story page 3

Julia Mackey with D-Day veteran David 
Teacher following a performance in 
Normandy on June 3, 2019, during the 
75th anniversary of D-Day. Photo: Dirk Van 
Stralen, director and stage 
manager of Jake’s Gift.

Photo Credit Dirk Van StralenPhoto Credit Dirk Van Stralen

Jake’s Gift brings story of 
remembrance back to Whitecourt
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Thu., Oct. 15
Partly sunny 

30%
11ºC
1ºC

E 14 km/h
-

 Sun., Oct. 18
Sunny  

10%
10ºC
2ºC

W 11 km/h
-

Fri., Oct. 16
Mainly sunny 

20%
17ºC
7ºC

SE 8 km/h
-

Sat., Oct. 17
Mainly sunny 

30%
13ºC
2ºC

W 24 km/h
-

Wed., Oct. 14
Scattered showers 

30%
11ºC
1ºC

E 14 km/h
-

Valerie Winger at 780-706-1858

A locally owned and family operated 
newspaper serving Whitecourt

The Press is printed on high quality newsprint using 
vegetable based ink. We encourage you to share, save, 

reuse, rehash & recycle.

Published every wednesday

The PressThe Press

Letter to the Editor policy
The Press welcomes readers to write 

letters to the Editor. A maximum of 300 
words is preferred but not necessary. 
Letters must carry a first name or two 
initials with surname and include an 

address and daytime telephone number. 
All letters are subject to editing. Please 
email letters to wctpress@gmail.com.

Local news printed 
on local newsprint

KidSport Whitecourt 
helps local children 

get in the game
By Haylee 

Winger

About 50 children in 
Whitecourt receive fi-
nancial assistance with 
sports registration fees 
each year through Kid-
Sport Whitecourt, help-
ing local families give 
their children the op-
portunity to participate 
in organized sports.

Emma Harper, Youth 
Development Coordi-
nator for the Town of 
Whitecourt, said ac-
cess to sports can ben-
efit children in several 
ways, from developing 
new skills and building 
confidence to forming 
friendships and con-
necting with positive 
role models.

“Sport participation 

provides so many ben-
efits to a child’s well-
being, such as skill de-
velopment, increase in 
confidence and self-es-
teem, friendship, posi-
tive roles models, just 
to name a few,” Harp-
er said. “All children 
should have this op-
portunity regardless of 
their financial circum-
stances.”

Harper said ensuring 
children can participate 
regardless of their fam-
ily’s financial circum-
stances benefits both 
individual children and 
the wider community.

“When our children 
develop positively and 
thrive our whole com-
munity benefits,” she 
said.

KidSport Whitecourt 
provides up to $300 per 
year to eligible children 

up to age 18 who need 
help covering sports 
registration costs. 
The locally run chap-
ter operates under the 
guidance of KidSport 
Alberta and uses local 
sponsorships and do-
nations to support fam-
ilies in the community.

The chapter also re-
ceives funding through 
the provincial Every 
Kid Can Play Grant. 
Families registering 
children in hockey may 
qualify for additional 
assistance through the 
Hockey Assist Pro-
gram, which provides 
up to $750 toward 
hockey registration 
costs.

For families who 
need equipment, Kid-
Sport Whitecourt has a 
partnership with Sport 
Central. Qualifying 

families are connected 
with the organization 
to obtain the equipment 
their children need to 
participate.

Families can ap-
ply online through the 
KidSport Whitecourt 
website or submit a 
paper application if ap-
plying online is not an 
option. A local chap-
ter committee reviews 
applications at the end 
of each month, with 
families and sports or-
ganizations notified of 
decisions shortly after-
ward. Approved grant 
cheques are sent direct-
ly to the sport organiza-
tion.

Families with ques-
tions about eligibility 
or the application pro-
cess can contact the 
chapter at whitecourt@
kidsport.ab.ca.

Call Valerie Winger 
at 780.706.1858 or email 

wctpress@gmail.com
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A story inspired by 
the beaches of Nor-
mandy and the veterans 
who shared their mem-
ories there is returning 
to Whitecourt as part 
of the Royal Canadian 
Legion’s Poppy Cam-
paign.

Jake’s Gift, written 
and performed by Julia 
Mackey and directed by 
Dirk Van Stralen, fol-
lows a Canadian D-Day 
veteran who reluctantly 
returns to Normandy 
for the 60th anniversa-
ry of the Allied land-
ings to find the grave of 
his brother, who never 
came home from the 
war.

The story was in-
spired by Mackey’s 
own journey to Nor-
mandy in 2004.

“I was inspired to 
write Jake’s Gift after I 
travelled to Normandy 
for the 60th Anniver-
sary of D-Day back in 
2004,” Mackey said.

She had created 
the character of Jake 
during a workshop in 
Vancouver a year ear-
lier and felt there was 
more to his story. After 
hearing about the up-
coming anniversary on 
The National, she de-
cided to make the trip.

“It was one of the 

most moving experi-
ences of my life. I spent 
seven days attending 
ceremonies and walk-
ing the beaches, inter-
viewing as many vet-
erans as I could. Their 
generosity with their 
stories and my own ex-
periences there enabled 
me to write Jake’s Gift,” 
she said.

The 65-minute, one-
act play is a solo per-
formance, with Mackey 
portraying four differ-
ent characters.

While walking along 
the shores of Juno 
Beach, Jake meets Isa-
belle, a young French 
girl whose curiosity and 
charm push him to con-
front memories he has 
long avoided. Among 
them is the wartime 
death of his older broth-
er, Chester, a promising 
young musician.

“At its heart, Jake’s 
Gift is about the legacy 
of remembrance and 
personalizes the story 
behind one soldier’s 
grave,” Mackey said.

The play explores 
friendship, forgive-
ness and remembrance, 
themes that have taken 
on greater meaning for 
Mackey through her 
experiences meeting 
veterans and audience 
members.

“It has taught me that 
there are so many untold 
stories out there and that 
every veteran, regard-

By Haylee 
Winger

Julia Mackey with Second World War veteran Art Heximer in Normandy on June 6, 
2004, during the 60th anniversary of D-Day. Heximer was one of the first veterans 
Mackey met during her time in Normandy, and the two became close friends. Mackey 
continues to keep in touch with his family.

Photo By June HeximerPhoto By June Heximer

Jake’s Gift brings story of 
remembrance back to Whitecourt

Jake’s Gift with White-
court,” Mackey said.

Over the years, some 
performances have 
held particular signifi-
cance for Mackey. For 
the 70th anniversary 
of D-Day, she returned 
to Normandy and per-
formed Jake’s Gift at a 
venue on Juno Beach. 
Mackey also performs 
the play in French, 
making the opportu-
nity to bring the story 
back to where it began 
especially memorable.

Another standout 
performance took 
place at the Canadian 
War Museum in Ot-
tawa on June 6, 2009, 
during the 65th an-
niversary of D-Day, 
with dozens of Second 
World War veterans in 
attendance.

For Mackey, some of 
the most meaningful 
moments happen after 

the performance, when 
audience members 
share their own con-
nections to the story.

“One of my favour-
ite parts of sharing this 
play is the time we get 
to spend with patrons 
after the show, who 
share who their ‘Jake’ 
was with us and their 
experiences of the play. 
There’s no greater gift 
to us,” she said.

Despite its serious 
subject matter, Jake’s 
Gift also includes 
moments of humour 
through the personali-
ties of Jake and Isabelle.

“People have de-
scribed it as a roller 
coaster of emotions,” 
Mackey said.

She hopes the White-
court audience leaves 
thinking about its own 
connections to Cana-
da’s wartime history 
and the importance of 

remembrance.
“I hope people will 

feel inspired to head to 
a cenotaph on Novem-
ber 11 and that they will 
be inspired to thank a 
veteran and to find out 
more about their own 
family’s connection to 
the war. People have 
told us it has made them 
feel proud to be Canadi-
an too,” she said.

Jake’s Gift will be 
performed Saturday, 
October 24, at 7 p.m. at 
the Whitecourt Legion. 
Tickets are $40 and 
are available online at 
jakesgift.com or in per-
son at the Legion.

The performance will 
also support the White-
court Legion. Jake’s 
Gift buttons, books and 
magnets will be avail-
able after the show, 
with 100 per cent of the 
profits donated to the 
Legion.

less of what campaign 
they were involved in, 
from the First World 
War to Afghanistan, has 
a story to tell,” she said.

That message of re-
membrance is also part 
of what makes this 
year’s return to White-
court special for Mack-
ey.

“We are so thrilled to 
be returning to White-
court, and to kick off 
such an important week 
for the Legion. 2026 is 
also the 100th Anniver-
sary for the Royal Ca-
nadian Legion, so it’s a 
wonderful time to share 

Our newspaper 
connects your 

business directly 
with engaged 

readers—and every 
print ad is also 

posted online for 
added exposure.added exposure.

Support local. Advertise 
local. Grow local. 

For all of your advertising needs, 
contact Haylee at 

thepresswtc@gmail.com
Let’s make your business shine.

The PressThe Press
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TAKE PART! GIVE BACK!
Opportunity for Public Participation

Every fall, the Town of Whitecourt recruits citizens to fill volunteer positions on various boards and committees that provide Town Council with perspective and recommendations 
regarding important civic issues. Whitecourt is a diverse, growing town, and citizens are in the best position to provide input on our changing community needs.  Get involved!  It’s 
your town.  Share your knowledge and meet new colleagues.
          
 Economic Development Committee 
  “To set up and establish an economic development program to further the interests of the Town of Whitecourt in the areas of economic development and 

tourism.”
  (1) Member – term to expire in October 2029
            
      Health Professionals Attraction & Retention Committee
       “To develop and support a sustainable and collaborative system for health professionals’ attraction and retention that will support ongoing health care 

services to the community and provide a welcoming environment for health care providers and their families.”
  (1) Member – term to expire October 2029

      Municipal Planning Commission 
 “To deal with land use planning matters with particular emphasis on the Land Use Bylaw.”
  (1) Member – term to expire in October 2029

 Subdivision and Development Appeal Board 
	 “To	make	decisions	on	appeals	of	subdivision	or	development	decisions	made	by	the	Development	Officer	or	Municipal	Planning	Commission.”
  (2) Members – term to expire in October 2029

If being on a Council Committee interests you, please complete an application form which can be found by scanning the QR Code below or by going on the Whitecourt website at 
www.whitecourt.ca/your-town/mayor-council/public-participation  or picked up at the Town Office. Applications must be received before 12:00 noon, Monday, October 19, 2026 to:

 Whitecourt Town Administration Office
 Attention:  Executive Assistant
 5004 - 52 Avenue, Box 509
 WHITECOURT, AB      T7S 1N6
 email: administration@whitecourt.ca 

Applications for all committees will be presented to Town Council at the October 26, 2026 Regular Meeting.

Questions?
Contact our Administration Department at 780.778.2273 or email administration@whitecourt.ca. 

Woodlands County’s bank stabilization project, addressing damage caused by the 2023 flooding, has moved into Phase 2, with 
contractors now working on Cutbanks Road. Work will continue as weather and site conditions allow. 

Photos: Woodlands CountyPhotos: Woodlands County
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During our Store Renovations Caine’s Jewellers’ 
commitment to serving and meeting the 

Jewellery needs of our community and area 
still remains.

Starting July 6, 2026, if your Jewellery is in need 
of repair, or you need a battery for your watch, 

you can drop it o� with our sales associates who 
will gladly take care of it for you. We can be found 
through the side entrance of the Whitecourt and 

District Chamber of Commerce building at
4907 – 52nd Avenue in Whitecourt Unit #7.

You can also follow us on our Facebook page 
(facebook.com/cjewellers) 

for updated news as our renovation progresses.

If you are needing an item for a special occasion, 
please reach out via text to 
Kandice @ 780-778-3302 

or email at wckandice@cainesjewellers.com.

We can’t wait to show 
you our new Home!!!!

Monday – Friday 11am-3pm 

By Haylee 
Winger

Whitecourt Fire Prevention Week 
focuses on safe charging habits

Everyday charging 
habits were the focus 
of this year’s Fire Pre-
vention Week, which 
encouraged residents 
to take simple steps to 
reduce the risk of fires 
involving rechargeable 
batteries.

The campaign ran 
from October 4 to 
10 under the theme 
“Charge into Fire Safe-
ty: Safe Charging Is a 
Superpower.” Led by 
the National Fire Pro-
tection Association, 
the campaign focused 
on the safe use and 
charging of devices 
powered by lithium-ion 
batteries. These batter-
ies are found in many 
household items, in-
cluding cellphones, 
laptops, tablets, toys, 
power tools, e-bikes 
and scooters.

Although lithium-ion 
batteries are commonly 

used in everyday de-
vices, they can become 
hazardous if damaged, 
improperly charged or 
used with incompatible 
charging equipment. In 
some cases, a battery 
can overheat, catch fire 
or explode.

One way to reduce 
the risk is to use the 
charger and cord sup-
plied with a device or 
one approved by its 
manufacturer. Using 
incompatible charging 
equipment can dam-
age a battery and in-
crease the risk of fire. 
Residents should also 
follow the manufac-
turer's instructions for 
charging and storing 
their devices.

Where devices are 
charged is another im-
portant consideration. 
Electronics should 
be placed on a hard, 
flat surface with good 
ventilation rather than 
on beds, couches or 
beneath pillows and 
blankets, where heat 
can build up. Charging 

devices should also be 
kept away from door-
ways and other escape 
routes.

Residents were en-
couraged to unplug 
devices once they were 
fully charged and avoid 
leaving them charging 
overnight. Larger bat-
tery-powered items, 
such as e-bikes and 
scooters, require partic-
ular care because their 
batteries store signifi-
cant amounts of ener-
gy. These items should 
be charged according 
to the manufacturer's 
instructions, away from 
exits and combustible 
materials. When possi-
ble, e-bikes and scoot-
ers should be charged 
outdoors in a suitable 
location.Recognizing 
the warning signs of a 
damaged battery is an-
other important part of 
prevention. Batteries 
or devices that become 
unusually hot, swell, 
leak, change shape or 
colour, emit unusual 
smells, or make hiss-

ing or popping sounds 
should no longer be 
used or charged. Resi-
dents should follow the 
manufacturer's instruc-
tions for dealing with 
damaged equipment.

If a battery catches 
fire, residents should 
leave the area immedi-
ately and call 911 from 
a safe location. They 
should not attempt 
to fight a battery fire 
themselves. Closing 
doors behind them may 
help slow the spread of 
fire, but only if it can be 
done safely without de-
laying their escape.

Fire Prevention Week 
served as a reminder 
that small changes to 
everyday routines can 
help reduce fire risks 
at home. By choosing 
appropriate charging 
equipment, keeping de-
vices away from flam-
mable materials and 
recognizing signs of 
battery damage, resi-
dents can take practical 
steps to improve fire 
safety.

The Whitecourt Wolverines joined 
the Whitecourt Fire Department for 
Fire Prevention Week, helping raise 
awareness about fire safety and the 
importance of safe charging practices. 

Photo: Whitecourt WolverinesPhoto: Whitecourt Wolverines
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Here’s How It Works: 
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

(March 21 - April 20)

(April 21 - May 21)

(May 22 - June 21)

(June 22 - July 22)

(July 23 - August 23)

(August 24 - September 22)

(September 23 - October 23)

(October 24 - November 22)

(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)

(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)

(January 21 - February 18)

(February 19 - March 20)

ARIES

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

HOROSCOPECROSSWORDSSUDOKU
Focus your energy on family and home this 
week, Aries. Although you might feel more 
comfortable working alone, you may find 
yourself doing group work soon enough.

You have lots of mental energy this week, Tau-
rus. You might be pushed into a leadership role 
that will help you feel independent.  

Sports and competitive physical activities 
might appeal to you this week, Gemini. 
Teams, friends and group activities will be 
priorities, as will sharing ideas.

Cancer, you will be noticed this week and you 
will be encouraged to speak up and share your 
point of view. Be humble, but keep the courage 
of your convictions.

Leo, this week you can explore new ideas, meet 
new people and learn new things. Politics and 
controversial subjects might appeal to you, but 
probably should be avoided right now.

This is not the week to agree to anything sig-
nificant, Virgo. Instead, do your homework 
and gather all of your information before you 
commit to a major project or expense.

Libra, you might attract someone to you this 
week who is interesting but a bit feisty. See 
what they have to say because it might be 
enlightening in some way.

You are ready to roll up your sleeves and 
work, Scorpio. Keep in mind that you might 
have to delegate some things to others be-
cause you tend to take on too much.

Be patient with spouses, partners and close 
friends, Sagittarius. Your patience will pay 
off and others will appreciate your calm 
demeanor.

You might be tempted to make some 
improvements around home this week, 
Capricorn. Start with the spaces you use 
the most and then build from there.

You feel energized and ready to take charge, 
Aquarius. This week you will defend your 
ideas and explain what you want. Some peo-
ple will agree with your line of thinking.

Restrict your spending to the essentials this 
week, Pisces; otherwise, you might be tempted 
to spend money quickly and rashly.

Crossword Clues
CLUES ACROSS
  1. Small Eurasian deer
  4. Province in Northern 
Ireland
 10. A major division of 
geological time
 11. Broadway actor Lane
 12. Canadian province 
(abbr.)
 14. Human gene
 15. Two
 16. A notable one was 
“blue”
 18. Utter repeatedly
 22. Ring-shaped objects
 23. Sullies
 24. Occurs
 26. Commercial
 27. Near
 28. Tools you may need
 30. A pledge

 31. They start the 
alphabet
 34. Silk garments
 36. Soviet Socialist 
Republic
 37. Longtime mayor of Rio
 39. Hot meal
 40. A type of gin
 41. Atomic #84
 42. $10 bill
 48. About ground
 50. Medicine man
 51. Seedless raisin
 52. National capital of 
Albania
 53. Appendage
 54. OJ trial judge
 55. European government 
entity (abbr.)
 56. Bike parts
 58. Friend to “Barbie”

 59. Stretched to see or 
hear
 60. Commercials 
CLUES DOWN
 1. Make up for
  2. Baltimore ballplayer
  3. Wages
  4. International 
organization of countries
  5. Engravers of gems
  6. Declared as fact
  7. One who steals
  8. Jewelry
  9. Hospital worker
 12. Nonsense (slang)
 13. Town in Galilee
 17. Value
 19. Alternative identity
 20. Sheep in their second 
year
 21. Town in Surrey, England
 25. Appropriate to a time 
of year
 29. Creative work

 31. Recesses
 32. Largely forested 
municipality in Germany
 33. Rider of Rohan
 35. Ancient symbol co-
opted by Nazis
 38. Pioneer
 41. Scribe
 43. Painted a bright color
 44. Member of British 
nobility
 45. “Pulp Fiction” actress 
Thurman
 46. Helps people walk
 47. Crest of a hill
 49. People of southeastern 
Alaska
 56. One’s own device
 57. The Mount Rushmore 
State

WORDS
ADJUSTMENT
BIOMECHANICS
CAVITATION

DECOMPRESSION
DISC
DOCTOR
ERGONOMICS

HERNIATION
INFLAMMATION
JOINT
MANIPULATION

NERVE
PALPATION
POSTURAL
RELIEF

SACRUM
SCIATICA
SPINE
STENOSIS

SUBACUTE
SUBLUXATION
TRACTION
VERTEBRAE
WELLNESS

See Solutions 
page 10
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"Serving the community for over 30 years"
The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food  

in order to help families in need. 
Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm

Phone: 780-778-2341 Located within the Carlan  
Services Community Centre

Providing timely and 
easily accessible financial 

support for Whitecourt 
patients and their families 

who are dealing with a 
cancer diagnosis.

Joanne Belke (president of WCWS) 780 706 6861
Aimee Grierson 780-262-0222 https://wctcancerwellness.com/

Recover Out Loud
•	 Mondays are in person, at the Family Worship Center upstairs, and 

online (hybrid) at 7:30pm  
•	 Fridays 7:30pm at the Whitecourt Baptist Church in person only.

ZOOM ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude
Whitecourt Alcoholics 
Anonymous Group 

Support group on Tuesdays, February 17 to May 5.
Crossroads Community Church, 4719 44 Avenue

Mayerthorpe, Pre-registration is required 

Meetings are three times each week
• Monday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
• Wednesday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
• Friday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Located at the United Church Basement on Legion 
Street (formerly 5201 - 50 Street), Please Leave a Mes-
sage for Our AA member or Contact Addictions Helpline 
@1(866)332-2322

CALL Ruth  
780-674-7182

Your only LOCAL carrier serving the Community since 1950
Proud supporter of 

our local Organizations
780-778-2226

This page is sponsored by:

Free cornhole program gives 
Whitecourt youth a place to play

With winter settling 
in, the Whitecourt 
Cornhole League is 
giving local kids anoth-
er way to get out, have 
fun and meet others.

The free youth drop-
in runs Tuesdays from 
4:30 to 6 p.m. at St. 
Joseph’s Hall from 
October through May. 
Free busing is also 
available through 
Whitecourt Transit, 
similar to the town’s 
Open Doors program-
ming. Children can tell 
the bus driver they are 
heading to cornhole, 
and passes are provid-
ed for their trip home.

The youth program 
began as a pilot in the 
spring, with more than 
60 kids taking part.

“We wanted to cre-
ate something that was 
about more than just 
a sport,” said Leanne 
Stark, a representa-

tive of the Whitecourt 
Cornhole League. “We 
saw an opportunity to 
give kids in our com-
munity a place where 
they could come, have 
fun, make friends, and 
feel like they belong, 
without cost being a 
barrier.”

Stark said cornhole 
allows kids of different 
ages, abilities and ex-
perience levels to play 
together.

“You don't have to be 
the fastest, strongest, or 
most athletic kid in the 
room to be successful,” 
she said.

Organizers have seen 
kids develop their corn-
hole skills while also 

building confidence 
and connections with 
others. Stark said she 
has watched children 
who were initially shy 
or hesitant begin open-
ing up, making friends, 
encouraging one anoth-
er and celebrating their 
accomplishments.

“We've watched kids 
develop their skills, 
but more importantly, 
we've seen them learn 
sportsmanship, pa-
tience, teamwork, and 
how to handle both 
winning and losing,” 
Stark said.

She added that suc-
cess does not always 
mean being the best 
player. For some kids, 
it can be as simple as 
making a bag in the 
hole for the first time 
or having another child 
cheer them on.

“They're building 
friendships, confi-
dence, and a sense of 
belonging, and those 
are things that extend 
far beyond the game,” 
she said.

By Haylee 
Winger

Residents at 
Spruce View 
Lodge enjoyed 
a creative 
afternoon 
of plaster 
painting. 
Patrysha’s 
Play Room 
volunteered 
her time 
to lead the 
activity, 
making the 
plaster pieces 
and donating 
all the supplies 
so residents 
could enjoy 
the hands-on 
craft. Photos: Spruce View Lodge Photos: Spruce View Lodge 
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www.woodlands.ab.ca

780-778-8400 
1-888-870-6315

admin@woodlands.ab.ca 
1 Woodlands Lane, 

Whitecourt, 
AB T7S 1N3 

DAVE 
KUSCH

Reeve, Division 1 – Anselmo
dave.kusch@woodlands.ab.ca

780-778-9337

PATRICIA 
MACNEIL

Councillor, Division 2 -  
Whitecourt West

patricia.macneil@woodlands.ab.ca
780-268-3000

ALAN 
DEANE

Councillor, Division 3 -  
Whitecourt Central

alan.deane@woodlands.ab.ca
780-778-0894

KAREN 
ST. MARTIN

Councillor, Division 4 -  
Whitecourt East

karen.stmartin@woodlands.ab.ca
780-778-0822

JENNA 
WRIGHT
Councillor, Division 5 -  

Blue Ridge
jenna.wright@woodlands.ab.ca

 780-779-6765

PETER 
KUELKEN

Councillor, Division 6 - Goose 
Lake / Freeman River

peter.kuelken@woodlands.ab.ca 
780-284-2425

BENNY 
WHITTEN

Councillor, Division 7 -  
Fort Assiniboine / Timeu

benny.whitten@woodlands.ab.ca 
780-305-4655

• Environmental Services Manager
• Temporary Accounts Receivable/Utili-
ties Clerk

For more information and to apply, scan 
the QR Code, or go to:  
woodlands.ab.ca/p/careers

Local work. Good people. Let’s talk. 

WOODLANDS  
COUNTY IS HIRING!
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A WOR L D CL A S S  
C OUN T RY CHR I S T M A S P RODUC T ION

F E AT UR ING HI S A L L-S TA R B A ND

Kendra (Woods) Norris • Champion Fiddler
Steve Piticco • The Telecaster Master

Leo Stock • Champion Stepdancer

PER
$49.50

TICKET

Canadian Fiddle  
Champion

B U Y T ICK E T S T ODAY !
Purchase online scottwoods.ca

Call toll-free (credit card) 1-855-726-8896

S TA R R ING

WHITECOURT – Monday,  
November 16 – 7 pm

 Whitecourt Seniors Circle, 5212 50th St.

Proceeds support Whitecourt 
Seniors Circle

RCMP Whitecourt - RAVE Alert - Bi-Weekly Summary
| Release

The Whitecourt 
RCMP were dis-
patched to 264 occur-
rences. The most calls 
for service were as fol-
lows: 
•	 Mental Health Re-

lated
•	 Traffic Collisions/

Offences
•	 Well Being Checks
Whitecourt RCMP 

have been conduct-
ing proactive patrols 
throughout the com-
munity. 

Community Engage-
ment:

Over the past 2 

weeks, the Whitecourt 
RCMP engaged with 
the community through 
various events. 

On September 17, 
the Whitecourt RCMP 
attended Wellsprings 
Walk A Mile event to 
honour victims of do-
mestic violence.

On September 18, 
members attended 
the Terry Fox Run 
and Welcome BBQ 
at Ecole St. Joseph 
School.

On September 23, 
the Whitecourt RCMP 
presented Certifi-
cates of Appreciation 

to community mem-
bers, James and Chase 
Northey, for their as-
sistance in locating the 
suspect of an ongoing 
investigation. They 
showed dedication to 
the safety of the com-
munity. Thank you 
James and Chase! 

On September 24, 
Whitecourt RCMP 
welcomed the ALERT 
Internet Child Ex-
ploitation Unit for a 
public presentation on 
internet safety. Thank 
you to everyone who 
attended!

On September 28, 

members attended the 
Terry Fox Run at Ecole 
St. Anne School.

Thank you for sup-
porting your Alberta 
RCMP - Whitecourt 
Detachment. For ques-
tions or concerns, 
please contact Kris-
ten McLeod, Crime 
Prevention Liaison 
at kristen.mcleod@
rcmp-grc.gc.ca or S/
Sgt. Matthew Clarke 
at matthew.clarke@
rcmp-grc.gc.ca. For 
emergencies call 911. 
For non-emergencies, 
please call 310-RCMP 
(7267).

Daisy the dog travelled from Mayerthorpe 
to Whitecourt to enjoy a visit to Festival 
Park.

Photo: SubmittedPhoto: Submitted

The PressThe Press
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Tri-Logging 
is against 
bullying

S P O N S O R E D  B Y 

Jessica Lynn Gladhill
Age 25

WORD SEARCH

CROSSWORDS SUDOKU

PUZZLES SOLUTIONS

WORD SEARCH

CROSSWORDS SUDOKU

PUZZLES SOLUTIONS

WORD SEARCH CROSSWORDS

SUDOKU

PUZZLES SOLUTIONS
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Odds of a child becoming 
a top fashion designer: 1 in 7,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed
with autism: 1 in 110

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autisms peaks.org

Some signs to look for:

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

© 2010 Autism Speaks Inc. “Autism Speaks” and “It’s Time To Listen” & design are trademarks owned by Autism Speaks Inc. All rights reserved.

Buildings For Sale
INTEGRITY POST FRAME 
BUILDINGS since 2008 
BUILT WITH CONCRETE 
POSTS. Barns, Shops, Rid-
ing Arenas, Machine Sheds 
and more, sales@integrity-
built.com 1-866-974-7678 
www.integritybuilt.com.

Employment 
Opportunities

ROCKY MOUNTAIN 

EQUIPMENT IS HIRING: 
Parts Technicians, Agricul-
ture & Heavy Equipment 
Techs - Journeyman, 
Apprentices, CVIP/Truck 
Techs, Shop and Field posi-
tions available. View Open 
Roles www.rockymtn.com/
careers. Possible Relocation 
and Signing Bonus Offered.

Employment Wanted
BLANKET THE 

PROVINCE with a clas-
sified ad. Only $269/wk 
(based on 25 words or 
less). Reach 75 weekly 
newspapers. Call NOW 
for details. 1-800-282-
6903; www.awna.com; 
email classifieds@awna.
com

Services
PRIVATE MORTGAGE 
LENDER. All real estate 

types considered. No 
credit checks done. Deal 
direct with lender and get 
quick approval. 403-543-
0927; www.firstandsec-
ondmortgages.ca

Travel
OSOYOOS LAKESHORE 
VILLA: Executive lakeview 
villa in Osoyoos, BC, 
breathtaking lake and 
mountain views; just 3 

minutes from town. Vaca-

tion in Canada's warmest 

destination. Or warmer 

weather, two luxurious 

5-star resort units in 

Phoenix, Arizona. Doug 

306-716-2671 or visit 

osoyooslakevilla.com

Feeling the squeeze: Inside the 
latest quarterly Small Business Pulse
By Carol Kamel, ATB 
Economics 

Key points
•	 Despite Alberta's 

strong overall eco-
nomic performance, 
small and medi-
um-size enterprises 
(SMEs) are facing a 
profitability squeeze 
due to shifting con-
sumer demand, 
rising commercial 
rents, and rising raw 
material and input 
costs.

•	 To deal with these 
pressures, business 
owners say they are 
taking a number of 
measures, including 
raising prices, ab-
sorbing margin hits, 
slowing or halting 
capital expansions, 
and prioritizing 
workforce reten-
tion over headcount 
growth.

Alberta is outper-
forming the rest of the 
country on a number of 
economic indicators: 
population growth, 
employment growth, 
and consumer spend-
ing. However, headline 
numbers often mask 
sentiment in the econ-
omy, including that of 
small businesses.

Alberta small busi-
nesses are navigating 
rising input costs, shift-
ing consumer demand, 
and difficult hiring de-
cisions.

Our second edition 
of The Quarterly Small 
Business Pulse aims to 
bridge the gap between 
the macro and micro by 

combining economic 
data and the on-the-
ground experiences 
shared by the business 
community in Alberta.

In this edition of the 
Pulse, which features 
a client interview and 
a survey of 78 Alberta 
business owners, we 
unpack how entrepre-
neurs are adapting to 

an environment where 
uncertainty is no longer 
a temporary headwind, 
but a baseline condition 
for operating.

Key themes explored 
in this quarter’s Pulse:
•	 The squeeze on 

profitability: We 
break down the top 
three pressure points 

SMEs are facing 
right now: shifting 
consumer demand, 
rising and volatile 
upstream raw mate-
rial/input costs, and 
higher commercial 
retail rents.

•	 The strategic trade-
off: How are busi-
nesses adapting to 
these operational 

bottlenecks? We 
look at the break-
down of how Alber-
ta SMEs are split-
ting the burden of 
rising costs—from 
raising end-user 
prices to absorbing 
margin hits. We also 
explore why some 
are putting capital 

expansions on hold, 
and what that cau-
tious holding pattern 
means for hiring in-
tentions over the 
next six months.

A look at some of the 
findings:
•	 Despite a 7.6% 

surge in year-to-date 
retail sales in Alber-
ta, 30% of business 

owners cited weak 
consumer demand 
as a top challenge. 
Rising household 
costs for food and 
energy are leaving 
less room for discre-
tionary purchases.

•	 While U.S. tariffs 
make headlines, the 
Alberta SMEs we 
surveyed remain 
largely insulat-
ed—82% generate 
zero revenue from 
U.S. customers and 
over 50% have no 
direct U.S.-sourced 
inputs. However, 
businesses continue 
to face heightened 
uncertainty and in-
direct supply chain 
impacts from tariffs 
and other geopoliti-
cal events.

•	 To manage the 
squeeze, business 
owners are splitting 
the burden: 40% 
are raising end-user 
prices, 30% are ab-
sorbing the margin 
impact, and 28% are 
delaying or cancel-
ling capital expan-
sions. With regard 
to employee head-
count, businesses 
seem to be focused 
on retention, with 
nearly 70% planning 

to maintain their cur-
rent employee head-
count over the next 
three to six months. 
At the same time, 
27% are planning to 
expand headcounts, 
a higher rate than 
observed in national 
surveys. 

The bottom line: 
While Alberta’s econo-
my continues to prove 
its resilience, the cost of 
doing business has in-
creased. Alberta SMEs 
have also proven resil-
ient, but the road ahead 
will be littered with 
the direct and indirect 
fallout of supply chain 
friction and uncertainty. 
Looking to the future, 
businesses appear to be 
taking a disciplined ap-
proach—safeguarding 
profit margins, main-
taining strong cash re-
serves, and holding onto 
the team that drives 
their operations. 

The PressThe Press
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Thank you to all those loving 
families who've adopted the 

pets at the Whitecourt Vet Clinic. 

Whitecourt Veterinary 
Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave

We're there 
where you need 

us most!

Providing Traffic 
Control and Piloting

Road Monitoring 
& Radar Services

Servicing Woodlands and Yellowhead Counties

780-865-5815

• Traffic Control 
Personnel

• Provide service for 
emergency lane or road 

closures
• Construction 
zzone set ups

DEBT PROBLEMS??? 
780-424-9944

FREE Consultation
www.DEBTFREE.ca

A.C. Waring 
& Associates Inc. 

 Licensed Insolvency Trustee 
Trustee in Bankruptcy

Foreclosure Fear?
Wage Garnishment?

Call Us.  Talk to Us.  We can help you NOW.

Bank Loan Recalled?
Mortgage/Rent Arrears?

LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT
LOCAL NEWS PRINTED 
ON LOCAL NEWSPRINT

www.whitecourtpress.com

• Mental Health Helpline  
1-877-303-2642 • Addiction Helpline 

1-866-332-2322 • Health Link 811

Dollar Values as of October 14, 2026

One Canadian Dollar = 0.70 US Dollar
at an exchange rate of 0.7014  (using nominal rate).

Money Matters

Shift Incentive for Overnights

Please  Please  
recycle recycle 

this paperthis paper

NEED HELP? CALL  
ANYTIME!  

(24-7)


