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Julia Mackey with D-Day veteran David
Teacher following a performance in
Normandy on June 3, 2019, during the

. | 75th anniversary of D-Day. Photo: Dirk Van
Stralen, directorandstage
manager of Jake’s Gift. See story page 3
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KidSport Whitecourt
helps local children
get in the game

By Haylee
Winger

About 50 children in
Whitecourt receive fi-
nancial assistance with
sports registration fees
each year through Kid-
Sport Whitecourt, help-
ing local families give
their children the op-
portunity to participate
in organized sports.

Emma Harper, Youth
Development Coordi-
nator for the Town of
Whitecourt, said ac-
cess to sports can ben-
efit children in several
ways, from developing
new skills and building
confidence to forming
friendships and con-
necting with positive
role models.

“Sport participation

provides so many ben-
efits to a child’s well-
being, such as skill de-
velopment, increase in
confidence and self-es-
teem, friendship, posi-
tive roles models, just
to name a few,” Harp-
er said. “All children
should have this op-
portunity regardless of
their financial circum-
stances.”

Harper said ensuring
children can participate
regardless of their fam-
ily’s financial circum-
stances benefits both
individual children and
the wider community.

“When our children
develop positively and
thrive our whole com-
munity benefits,” she
said.

KidSport Whitecourt
provides up to $300 per
year to eligible children

up to age 18 who need
help covering sports
registration costs.
The locally run chap-
ter operates under the
guidance of KidSport
Alberta and uses local
sponsorships and do-
nations to support fam-
ilies in the community.

The chapter also re-
ceives funding through
the provincial Every
Kid Can Play Grant.
Families  registering
children in hockey may
qualify for additional
assistance through the
Hockey Assist Pro-
gram, which provides
up to $750 toward
hockey registration
costs.

For families who
need equipment, Kid-
Sport Whitecourt has a
partnership with Sport
Central. Qualifying

families are connected
with the organization
to obtain the equipment
their children need to
participate.

Families can ap-
ply online through the
KidSport  Whitecourt
website or submit a
paper application if ap-
plying online is not an
option. A local chap-
ter committee reviews
applications at the end
of each month, with
families and sports or-
ganizations notified of
decisions shortly after-
ward. Approved grant
cheques are sent direct-
ly to the sport organiza-
tion.

Families with ques-
tions about eligibility
or the application pro-
cess can contact the
chapter at whitecourt@
kidsport.ab.ca.

Letter to the Editor policy

The Press welcomes readers to write
letters to the Editor. A maximum of 300
words is preferred but not necessary.
Letters must carry a first name or two
initials with surname and include an
address and daytime telephone number.
All letters are subject to editing. Please
email letters to wetpress@gmail.com.
/

Alberta
. Weekly Newspapers
Association

Than
Ground Gla
Focusing

For all of your advertising

55

needs, please contact:

Call Valerie Winger
at 780.706.1858 or email
wcetpress@gmail.com

WOMBANIA

BLUEBERRIES ARE
S0 6000! 1D
LOVE TO LIVE N

ID LOVE TO LIVE IN
CHOCOLATE-LAND!

:!:omrright 22026 Peter Marinacci All Rights Reserved.

by PETER MARINACCI

THATD BE EVEN BETTER/

A look at the local weather Wed., Oct. 14
Scattered showers
P.O.P. 30%
High 11°C
Low 1°C
Wind

24-Hr Rain / Snow

E 14 km/h

Thu., Oct. 15
Partly sunny
30%
11°C
1°C
E 14 km/h

Fri., Oct. 16
Mainly sunny
20%
17°C
7°C
SE 8 km/h

Sat., Oct. 17
Mainly sunny
30%
13°C
2°C
W 24 km/h

Sun., Oct. 18
Sunny
10%
10°C
2°C
W 11 km/h
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Jake’s Gift brings story of
remembrance back to Whitecourt

« /1 ByHaylee
Y Winger

A story inspired by
the beaches of Nor-
mandy and the veterans
who shared their mem-
ories there is returning
to Whitecourt as part
of the Royal Canadian
Legion’s Poppy Cam-
paign.

Jake’s Gift, written
and performed by Julia
Mackey and directed by
Dirk Van Stralen, fol-
lows a Canadian D-Day
veteran who reluctantly
returns to Normandy
for the 60th anniversa-
ry of the Allied land-
ings to find the grave of
his brother, who never
came home from the
war.

The story was in-
spired by Mackey’s
own journey to Nor-
mandy in 2004.

“I was inspired to
write Jake s Gift after 1
travelled to Normandy
for the 60th Anniver-
sary of D-Day back in
2004,” Mackey said.

She had created
the character of Jake
during a workshop in
Vancouver a year ear-
lier and felt there was
more to his story. After
hearing about the up-
coming anniversary on
The National, she de-
cided to make the trip.

“It was one of the

most moving experi-
ences of my life. I spent
seven days attending
ceremonies and walk-
ing the beaches, inter-
viewing as many vet-
erans as | could. Their
generosity with their
stories and my own ex-
periences there enabled
me to write Jake s Gift,”
she said.

The 65-minute, one-
act play is a solo per-
formance, with Mackey
portraying four differ-
ent characters.

While walking along
the shores of Juno
Beach, Jake meets Isa-
belle, a young French
girl whose curiosity and
charm push him to con-
front memories he has
long avoided. Among
them is the wartime
death of his older broth-
er, Chester, a promising
young musician.

“At its heart, Jake’s
Gift is about the legacy
of remembrance and
personalizes the story
behind one soldier’s
grave,” Mackey said.

The play explores
friendship, forgive-
ness and remembrance,
themes that have taken
on greater meaning for
Mackey through her
experiences  meeting
veterans and audience
members.

“It has taught me that
there are so many untold
stories out there and that
every veteran, regard-

[PhotolByfJunellHeximer

Julia Mackey with Second World War veteran Art Heximer in Normandy on June 6,
2004, during the 60th anniversary of D-Day. Heximer was one of the first veterans
Mackey met during her time in Normandy, and the two became close friends. Mackey

continues to keep in touch with his family.

less of what campaign
they were involved in,
from the First World
War to Afghanistan, has
a story to tell,” she said.

That message of re-
membrance is also part
of what makes this
year’s return to White-
court special for Mack-
ey.

“We are so thrilled to
be returning to White-
court, and to kick off
such an important week
for the Legion. 2026 is
also the 100th Anniver-
sary for the Royal Ca-
nadian Legion, so it’s a
wonderful time to share

-::3::- Primary Care
.I.I. Alberta

When leaves
turn and

Jake's Gift with White-
court,” Mackey said.

Over the years, some
performances have
held particular signifi-
cance for Mackey. For
the 70th anniversary
of D-Day, she returned
to Normandy and per-
formed Jake s Gift at a
venue on Juno Beach.
Mackey also performs
the play in French,
making the opportu-
nity to bring the story
back to where it began
especially memorable.

Another  standout
performance took
place at the Canadian
War Museum in Ot-
tawa on June 6, 2009,
during the 65th an-
niversary of D-Day,
with dozens of Second
World War veterans in
attendance.

For Mackey, some of
the most meaningful
moments happen after

the performance, when
audience members
share their own con-
nections to the story.

“One of my favour-
ite parts of sharing this
play is the time we get
to spend with patrons
after the show, who
share who their ‘Jake’
was with us and their
experiences of the play.
There’s no greater gift
to us,” she said.

Despite its serious
subject matter, Jake’
Gift also includes
moments of humour
through the personali-
ties of Jake and Isabelle.

“People have de-
scribed it as a roller
coaster of emotions,”
Mackey said.

She hopes the White-
court audience leaves
thinking about its own
connections to Cana-
da’s wartime history
and the importance of

remembrance.

“I hope people will
feel inspired to head to
a cenotaph on Novem-
ber 11 and that they will
be inspired to thank a
veteran and to find out
more about their own
family’s connection to
the war. People have
told us it has made them
feel proud to be Canadi-
an t0o,” she said.

Jakes Gift will be
performed  Saturday,
October 24, at 7 p.m. at
the Whitecourt Legion.
Tickets are $40 and
are available online at
jakesgift.com or in per-
son at the Legion.

The performance will
also support the White-
court Legion. Jake’s
Gift buttons, books and
magnets will be avail-
able after the show,
with 100 per cent of the
profits donated to the
Legion.
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Photos Woodlands,County

Woodlands County’s bank stablllzatlon project, addressing damage caused by the 2023 flooding, has moved into Phase 2, with
contractors now working on Cutbanks Road. Work will continue as weather and site conditions allow.

PUBLIC NOTICE

www.whitecourt.ca | facebook.comTownofWhitecourt | T80-778-2

TAKE PART! GIVE BACK!
Opportunity for Public Participation

Every fall, the Town of Whitecourt recruits citizens to fill volunteer positions on various boards and committees that provide Town Council with perspective and recommendations
regarding important civic issues. Whitecourt is a diverse, growing town, and citizens are in the best position to provide input on our changing community needs. Get involved! It's
your town. Share your knowledge and meet new colleagues.

Economic Development Committee
“To set up and establish an economic development program to further the interests of the Town of Whitecourt in the areas of economic development and
tourism.”

(1) Member — term to expire in October 2029

Health Professionals Attraction & Retention Committee
“To develop and support a sustainable and collaborative system for health professionals’ attraction and retention that will support ongoing health care
services to the community and provide a welcoming environment for health care providers and their families.”

(1) Member — term to expire October 2029

Municipal Planning Commission
“To deal with land use planning matters with particular emphasis on the Land Use Bylaw.”
(1) Member — term to expire in October 2029

Subdivision and Development Appeal Board
“To make decisions on appeals of subdivision or development decisions made by the Development Officer or Municipal Planning Commission.”
(2) Members — term to expire in October 2029

If being on a Council Committee interests you, please complete an application form which can be found by scanning the QR Code below or by going on the Whitecourt website at
www.whitecourt.ca/your-town/mayor-council/public-participation or picked up at the Town Office. Applications must be received before 12:00 noon, Monday, October 19, 2026 to:

Whitecourt Town Administration Office
Attention: Executive Assistant

5004 - 52 Avenue, Box 509
WHITECOURT,AB  T7S 1N6

email:  administration@whitecourt.ca

Applications for all committees will be presented to Town Council at the October 26, 2026 Regular Meeting.

Questions?

Contact our Administration Department at 780.778.2273 or email administration@whitecourt.ca.
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During our Store Renovations Caine’s Jewellers’
commitment to serving and meeting the

Jewellery needs of our community and area
still remains.

Starting July 6, 2026, if your Jewellery is in need |

of repair, or you need a battery for your watch,
you can drop it off with our sales associates who
will gladly take care of it for you. We can be found
through the side entrance of the Whitecourt and
District Chamber of Commerce building at
4907 - 52" Avenue in Whitecourt Unit #7.
Monday - Friday Tlam-3pm

You can also follow us on our Facebook page

(facebook.com/cjewellers)

for updated news as our renovation progresses.

If you are needing an item for a special occasion,
please reach out via text to
Kandice @ 780-778-3302
or email at wckandice@cainesjewellers.com.

~

We can’t wait to show
you our hew Home!!!!

i

Whitecourt Fire Prevention Week
focuses on safe charging habits

1 e PR
The Whitecourt Wolverines joined
the Whitecourt Fire Department for
Fire Prevention Week, helping raise
awareness about fire safety and the
importance of safe charging practices.

ﬁ By Haylee
Winger

charging

Everyday
habits were the focus
of this year’s Fire Pre-
vention Week, which

encouraged residents
to take simple steps to
reduce the risk of fires
involving rechargeable
batteries.

The campaign ran
from October 4 to
10 under the theme
“Charge into Fire Safe-
ty: Safe Charging Is a
Superpower.” Led by
the National Fire Pro-
tection  Association,
the campaign focused
on the safe use and
charging of devices
powered by lithium-ion
batteries. These batter-
ies are found in many
household items, in-
cluding cellphones,
laptops, tablets, toys,
power tools, e-bikes
and scooters.

Although lithium-ion
batteries are commonly

used in everyday de-
vices, they can become
hazardous if damaged,
improperly charged or
used with incompatible
charging equipment. In
some cases, a battery
can overheat, catch fire
or explode.

One way to reduce
the risk is to use the
charger and cord sup-
plied with a device or
one approved by its
manufacturer.  Using
incompatible charging
equipment can dam-
age a battery and in-
crease the risk of fire.
Residents should also
follow the manufac-
turer's instructions for
charging and storing
their devices.

Where devices are
charged is another im-
portant consideration.
Electronics should
be placed on a hard,
flat surface with good
ventilation rather than
on beds, couches or
beneath pillows and
blankets, where heat
can build up. Charging

devices should also be
kept away from door-
ways and other escape
routes.

Residents were en-
couraged to unplug
devices once they were
fully charged and avoid
leaving them charging
overnight. Larger bat-
tery-powered  items,
such as e-bikes and
scooters, require partic-
ular care because their
batteries store signifi-
cant amounts of ener-
gy. These items should
be charged according
to the manufacturer's
instructions, away from
exits and combustible
materials. When possi-
ble, e-bikes and scoot-
ers should be charged
outdoors in a suitable
location.Recognizing
the warning signs of a
damaged battery is an-
other important part of
prevention.  Batteries
or devices that become
unusually hot, swell,
leak, change shape or
colour, emit wunusual
smells, or make hiss-

ing or popping sounds
should no longer be
used or charged. Resi-
dents should follow the
manufacturer's instruc-
tions for dealing with
damaged equipment.

If a battery catches
fire, residents should
leave the area immedi-
ately and call 911 from
a safe location. They
should not attempt
to fight a battery fire
themselves.  Closing
doors behind them may
help slow the spread of
fire, but only if it can be
done safely without de-
laying their escape.

Fire Prevention Week
served as a reminder
that small changes to
everyday routines can
help reduce fire risks
at home. By choosing
appropriate  charging
equipment, keeping de-
vices away from flam-
mable materials and
recognizing signs of
battery damage, resi-
dents can take practical
steps to improve fire
safety.
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Fun By The
Numbers
B Q 2 Like puzzles?
Then you'll love
sudoku. This
L4 4 6 mind-bending
puzzle will have
1 g 3 you hooked from
5 1 the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
3 4 Q 2 pencil and put
your sudoku
9 6 4 savvy to the test!
5 417
6 4 31217
Ll Irtevrraisdaite
Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Crossword Clues

CLUES ACROSS 31. They start the
1. Small Eurasian deer alphabet
4. Province in Northern 34. Silk garments
Ireland 36. Soviet Socialist

10. A major division of Republic
geological time 37. Longtime mayor of Rio
11. Broadway actor Lane 39. Hot meal

12. Canadian province 40. Atype of gin

(abbr.) 41. Atomic #84
14. Human gene 42. %10 bill

15. Two 48. About ground
16. A notable one was 50. Medicine man
‘blue” 51. Seedless raisin

18. Utter repeatedly
22. Ring-shaped objects

52. National capital of
Albania

23. Sullies 53. Appendage

24. Occurs 54. OJ trial judge

26. Commercial 55. European government
27. Near entity (abbr.)

28. Tools you may need 56. Bike parts

30. A pledge 58. Friend to “Barbie”

CROSS

1

59. Stretched to see or
hear
60. Commercials
CLUES DOWN
1. Make up for
2. Baltimore ballplayer
3. Wages
4. International
organization of countries
5. Engravers of gems
6. Declared as fact
7. One who steals
8. Jewelry
9. Hospital worker
12. Nonsense (slang)
13. Town in Galilee
17. Value
19. Alternative identity
20. Sheep in their second
year
21. Town in Surrey, England
25. Appropriate to a time
of year
29. Creative work

WO

-

b ]

OHIHOROSCOPE

31. Recesses

32. Largely forested
municipality in Germany
33. Rider of Rohan

35. Ancient symbol co-
opted by Nazis

38. Pioneer

41. Scribe

43. Painted a bright color
44. Member of British
nobility

45. “Pulp Fiction” actress
Thurman

46. Helps people walk
47. Crest of a hill

49. People of southeastern

Alaska

56. One’s own device
57. The Mount Rushmore
State

AT THE CHIROPRACTOR WORD @ARCH

AAMNVYVJV GGISUUBATCUTTETITAE
I L CWUBUDNUOTITATTIUVATCTUOTE
S 0O FHUXXO0VEW RTET BIRATETFUN
Mm URCASOJROTT COTDIJOWG S C
X XS UBLUXA ATTIU ONUGOADTISTCN
Mm E D E C O MPRESSTIONTITETGOU OWMW
X T 0OFDDSPTINEINWSNTITIZGLX
WS A FAJSDJVS O0CCLNTTLNE
HPDPTI CHURTITIMTITLTEFEFAMAN
H TJCXV CESTTNTETLIULTEUORTCS
0O CU OB INUOARAWAUWTFTCUTFIJ
T WS UDTINTIAMHVYVMPETIRNTTGBEB
X 0 T ATENTGCCEMTIT FUDTGUWPSHTR
X S M PTRTENANUPI BMHTGT BTEONH
G WESETIMFTAVTET CGLJIPTIIJ
L FNHOOTETIMNUOTITAPLAUPTUB®O
P ETNTITIUOTCRS ST CTIATTITGCAAWVI
B VDBULNTGCERTU BV FRUDUVHWATLEN
B OS EVIDTIUVWTCVHUDSUHTC CHTDT
N JRNIICTU BEW RTGUONUOMTIT CSTUDW
Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.
WORDS DECOMPRESSION  HERNIATION NERVE SACRUM SUBACUTE
ADJUSTMENT DISC INFLAMMATION ~ PALPATION SCIATICA S o
BIOMECHANICS ~ DOCTOR JOINT POSTURAL SPINE VERTEBRAE
CAVITATION ERGONOMICS MANIPULATION ~ RELIEF STENOSIS WELLNESS

www.whitecourtpress.com

See Solutions
page 10

(March 21 - April 20)

»

Focus your energy on family and home this
week, Aries. Although you might feel more
comfortable working alone, you may find
yourself doing group work soon enough.

TAURUS i v Q)

You have lots of mental energy this week, Tau-
rus. You might be pushed into a leadership role
that will help you feel independent.

May 22 - 21) ’/, l
R

Sports and competitive physical activities
might appeal to you this week, Gemini.
Teams, friends and group activities will be
priorities, as will sharing ideas.

s
(June 22 - July 22) ";'? i='i,"

Cancer, you will be noticed this week and you
will be encouraged to speak up and share your
point of view. Be humble, but keep the courage
of your convictions.

(July 23 - August 23) !‘.% l
-

Leo, this week you can explore new ideas, meet
new people and learn new things. Politics and
controversial subjects might appeal to you, but
probably should be avoided right now.

(August 24 - September 22) m l
VIRGO iwgsa s (gl

This is not the week to agree to anything sig-
nificant, Virgo. Instead, do your homework
and gather all of your information before you
commit to a major project or expense.

(September 23 - October 23) % ,

Libra, you might attract someone to you this
week who is interesting but a bit feisty. See
what they have to say because it might be
enlightening in some way.

vy

(October 24 - November 22) : S
[

You are ready to roll up your sleeves and
work, Scorpio. Keep in mind that you might
have to delegate some things to others be-
cause you tend to take on too much.

(SAGITTARIUS oo 09

Be patient with spouses, partners and close
friends, Sagittarius. Your patience will pay
off and others will appreciate your calm
demeanor.

(CAPRICORN o~ 2 8

You might be tempted to make some
improvements around home this week,
Capricorn. Start with the spaces you use
the most and then build from there.

(January 21 - February 18) @ l
fil

You feel energized and ready to take charge,
Aquarius. This week you will defend your
ideas and explain what you want. Some peo-
ple will agree with your line of thinking.

(February 19 - March 20) i@l

Restrict your spending to the essentials this
week, Pisces; otherwise, you might be tempted
to spend money quickly and rashly.
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YOUR ONLY LOCAL CARRIER SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1950

Proud supporter of

our local Organizations I’ HITECOUR
780-778-2226 -
WHITECOURT Providing timely and

easily accessible financial
support for Whitecourt
patients and their families
who are dealing witha
cancer diagnosis.

Joanne Belke (president of WCWS) 780 706 6861
Aimee Grierson 780-262-0222 https://wctcancerwellness.com/

. Recover Out Loud

- Mondays are in person, at the Family Worship Center upstairs, and
online (hybrid) at 7:30pm
« Fridays 7:30pm at the Whitecourt Baptist Church in person only.
Z00M ID: 818 413 483 PASSWORD: gratitude

CANCER &
WELLNESS
SOCIETY

CALL Ruth
780-674-7182

GRIEFRQYSHARE

Support group on Tuesdays, February 17 to May 5.
Crossroads Community Church, 4719 44 Avenue
Mayerthorpe, Pre-registration is required

WHITECOURT

?g?\ﬁ?

247 CRISIS LINE
T80 .778.6209
1.200.467.4049

@

WELLSPRING
FAMILY RESOURCE
& CRISIS CENTRE

@whitecourt_shelter

-
4

M‘Pﬁﬁﬁ'

H/_ Family Resource & Crisis Centre

www.whitecourtshelter.ca

e

ctober14, 2026
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"Serving the community for over 30 years"

The Food Bank relies on donations of cash or food

in order to help families in need.
Open Mon, Wed & Fri 11:00am to 2:00 pm

Phone: 780-778-2341 Located within the Carlan

Services Community Centre

Shelter:
“"Dilqﬂi‘ﬂs Provides a Safe, Short Term, Supportive Residential
Enviromment for Wiomen With or Without Children, Fleeing
Family Violence & Experiencing Crisis

Outreach Support Program:
Ongolng Support, Advoency, Follow-Up & Support Groups for
Womedh, Mesanl Youth in Whitecourt and Suerroumding
Communiries

Child Support Program:
Child Care & After School Programs = Age Appropriate Progrms &
Support for Children Who Have Beens Affected By Family Viclence

Preventative Education:
Provides Workshops, Information and Awareness to Schools,
Commumity Drganizations, Agenaes and Businesses

Whitecourt Alcoholics
Anonymous Group

@1(866)332-2322

Meetings are three times each week

- Monday 8:00 pm-9:00 pm

- Wednesday 8:00 pm -9:00 pm

- Friday 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Located at the United Church Basement on Legion
Street (formerly 5201 - 50 Street), Please Leave a Mes-
sage for Our AA member or Contact Addictions Helpline

Residents at
Spruce View
Lodge enjoyed
a creative
afternoon

of plaster
painting.
Patrysha’s
Play Room
volunteered
her time

to lead the
activity,
making the
plaster pieces
and donating
all the supplies
so residents
could enjoy
the hands-on
craft.

Photos:Spruce View Lodge

Free cornhole program gives
Whitecourt youth a place to play

By Haylee
Winger

With winter settling
in, the Whitecourt
Comnhole League is
giving local kids anoth-
er way to get out, have
fun and meet others.

The free youth drop-
in runs Tuesdays from

4:30 to 6 p.m. at St. &

October through May.
Free busing is also
available through
Whitecourt  Transit,
similar to the town’s
Open Doors program-
ming. Children can tell
the bus driver they are
heading to cornhole,
and passes are provid-
ed for their trip home.
The youth program
began as a pilot in the
spring, with more than
60 kids taking part.
“We wanted to cre-
ate something that was
about more than just
a sport,” said Leanne
Stark, a representa-

tive of the Whitecourt
Cornhole League. “We
saw an opportunity to
give kids in our com-
munity a place where
they could come, have
fun, make friends, and
feel like they belong,
without cost being a
barrier.”

«

Stark said cornhole

allows kids of different
ages, abilities and ex-
perience levels to play
together.

“You don't have to be
the fastest, strongest, or
most athletic kid in the
room to be successful,”
she said.

Organizers have seen
kids develop their corn-
hole skills while also

building  confidence
and connections with
others. Stark said she
has watched children
who were initially shy
or hesitant begin open-
ing up, making friends,
encouraging one anoth-
er and celebrating their
accomplishments.

“We've watched kids
develop their skills,
but more importantly,
we've seen them learn
sportsmanship,  pa-
tience, teamwork, and
how to handle both
winning and losing,”
Stark said.

She added that suc-
cess does not always
mean being the best
player. For some kids,
it can be as simple as
making a bag in the
hole for the first time
or having another child
cheer them on.

“They're  building
friendships, confi-
dence, and a sense of
belonging, and those
are things that extend
far beyond the game,”
she said.
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DEVELOPMENT
PERMITS

DID YOU KNOW? HOME-BASED BUSINESSES REQUIRE A
DEVELOPMENT PERMIT.

In Wandlands County, if you want to build a new structure or conduct a new land
use, a development permit Is required.

v Ensure your business and for project meefs local bylaws
v Awoid costly delays or penalties
' Support smart, sustainable community growth

Woadlands County Planning Department is here to guide you through the
process every step of the way:

¥ Learn what permits you need
" Get step-by-step application support
L, Stay informed on zoning rules and timelines

For more information, pleass visil our website ak: "WOODLANDS
woodlands. ab.ca/p/ plannéng-znd-development COUNTY
Or contact = af planning@woodiands.abica 780-TT8-8400 ﬁ@:}/‘

BEING AN EVACUEE:
WHAT YOU NEED
TO KNOW

(s

TWO FREE DROP-IN SESSIONS:

QCTOBER A7 OCTOBER 28

e J _.-:E {hestom Alseria ) Firefmari |
'L-q.. Wik fire Al

KAREN
KUSCH MACNEIL DEANE ST. MARTIN
Reeve, Division 1 - Anselmo Councillor, Division 2 - Councillor, Division 3 - Councillor, Division 4 -
dave.kusch@woodlands.ab.ca Whitecourt West Whitecourt Central Whitecourt East
780-778-9337 patricia.macneil@woodlands.ab.ca alan.d dlands.ab.ca karen. dlands.ab.ca
780-268-3000 780-778-0894 780-778-0822
"WOODLANDS
COUNTY
g - e
e

www.woodlands.ab.ca
780-778-8400

PETER

JENNA BENNY 1-888-870-6315
imi | ds.ab.ca
WRIGHT KUELKEN WHITTEN 1 Woodlands Lane,
Coundillor, Division 5 - Coundillor, Division 6 - Goose Councdillor, Division 7 - Whitecourt,
Blue Ridge Lake / Freeman River Fort Assiniboine / Timeu AB T7S 1N3

jenna.wri

ds.ab.ca peter.kuelk dlands.ab.ca benny.whi dlands.ab.ca

780-779-6765 780-284-2425 780-305-4655

Saturday, ctober , 2020 * 7pm

www.whitecourtpress.com

WOODLANDS
COUNTY IS HIRING!

WOODHLA HLINTY

R u A n w A Y « Environmental Services Manager
P R u J E BT - Temporary Accounts Receivable/Utili-
ties Clerk

For the latest information,
scan the QR code or visit:
woodlands.ab.calp/road
way-projects

For more information and to apply, scan
the QR Code, or go to:
woodlands.ab.ca/p/careers

Local work. Good people. Let’s talk.

EE"

Call Valerie Winger at 780.706.1858
or email wetpressiagmail.com

Poppy Campaign Kickoff!

* ok ok ok ok * ok ok k ok
“If | could give this play six stars, | would.” “Mark it down. Get your tickets right away.”

~ SHANNON BOKLASCHUK, THE STAR PHOENIX, SASKATOON ~CoLIN MACLEAN, EDMONTON SUN

jakes gift

Written & performed by Julia Mackey  Directed by Dirk Van Stralen

A Governor General award-winning play about a WWII veteran'’s
journey to Normandy to find his brother's grave.

B L O
=

Royal Canadian Legion
4928-51 Avenue, Whitecourt

Tickets $40 - Available at the Legion Thursday to Saturday from 2:30pm,
or call 780-778-3666 or Elaine McDermid 780-778-2711 « Tickets available
online at jakesgift.com « General Public, Members and Guests welcome!
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For all open career opportunities,

NewsPrint please check out our website at
Company albertanewsprint.com - Careers.

RCMP Whitecourt - RAVE Alert - Bi-Weekly Summar

| Release
The Whitecourt
RCMP  were dis-

patched to 264 occur-
rences. The most calls
for service were as fol-
lows:
e Mental Health Re-
lated
e Traffic Collisions/
Offences
» Well Being Checks
Whitecourt RCMP
have been conduct-
ing proactive patrols
throughout the com-
munity.
Community Engage-
ment:

Over the past 2

weeks, the Whitecourt
RCMP engaged with
the community through
various events.

On September 17,
the Whitecourt RCMP
attended Wellsprings
Walk A Mile event to
honour victims of do-
mestic violence.

On September 18,
members attended
the Terry Fox Run
and Welcome BBQ
at Ecole St. Joseph
School.

On September 23,
the Whitecourt RCMP
presented Certifi-
cates of Appreciation

to community mem-
bers, James and Chase
Northey, for their as-
sistance in locating the
suspect of an ongoing
investigation.  They
showed dedication to
the safety of the com-
munity. Thank you
James and Chase!

On September 24,
Whitecourt RCMP
welcomed the ALERT
Internet Child Ex-
ploitation Unit for a
public presentation on
internet safety. Thank
you to everyone who
attended!

On September 28,

members attended the
Terry Fox Run at Ecole
St. Anne School.

Thank you for sup-
porting your Alberta
RCMP - Whitecourt
Detachment. For ques-
tions or concerns,
please contact Kris-
ten McLeod, Crime
Prevention Liaison
at  kristen.mcleod@
rcmp-gre.gc.ca or S/
Sgt. Matthew Clarke
at  matthew.clarke@
rcmp-gre.ge.ca.  For
emergencies call 911.
For non-emergencies,
please call 310-RCMP
(7267).

PER
$49.50

TICKET

STARRING

Kendra (Woods) Norris « Champion Fiddler
Steve Piticco - The Telecaster Master ()
Leo Stock - Champion Stepdancer

A WORLD CLASS e0ec0ceccccccco e
COUNTRY CHRISTMAS PRODUCTION

_ ' . Canadian Fiddle
Champion

COTT
Woods

seseeseaceee FEATURING HIS ALL-STAR BAND «eeveseees

Q7
B

WHITECOURT — MONDAY,
NOVEMBER 16— 7 PM
WHITECOURT SENIORS CIRCLE, 5212 50™ ST.

Proceeds support Whitecourt
Seniors Circle

0000000000000 000000COCCT BUY TlCKETS TODAY! 000000000000 OCOCOTS

Purchase online SCOttwoods.ca
Call toll-free (credit card) 1-855-726-8896

WHITECOURT
ADOPTABLE

ANIMALS

This lovable

|oving home where
he can feel safe
and enjoy plenty of
companionship.

Interested in Cheeta?
Contact the

Whitecourt Pound at:
< T80-778-5767
for more information

of to inquire about
adoption,

F 1‘,".-..}:‘? ; d v..-_l‘h
u % g Photo:rSubmitted

Daisy the dog travelled from Mayerthorpe
to Whitecourt to enjoy a visit to Festival
Park.
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COMMUNITY WELLNESS CORNER Ao ER s

R A A AR AR AR

If yourlife is indanger,

POSITIVE COMMUNICATIONS TIP
, .
orsomeone else's-dial 911 CALL OR TEXT

Encourage others
to share their ideas.

Emergency services are available 24/7 Suicide Crisis Helpline - 24/7

KIDS HELP PHONE HOPE FOR WELLNESS
or text CONNECT to 686868 Indigenous crisis support

=
PUTTING A FACE €
ON SUICIDE )

Jessica Lynn Gladhill

| without being
Every 40 seconds, somewhere in the world,

someone dies by suicide. Behind every number hl]l" tfl[ l .
is aname, a family, a community that felt theloss. |

This week we remember one of our own.

CONFLICT RESOLUTION TIP

SPONSORED BY
Tri-Logging Ltd. w *Electrical & Instrumentation
x £ F LI N I + Fabrication & Modularization
Tl'l-l.ﬂ!l!llll!l Robert Eg::;‘r » Maintenance & Turnarounds
5 5 * Insulation
3507 3Tth A .
15 aga_IIlSt Whitecourt, AEIL T;;a;ég \ A Divisian of ClearStream « Facility Construction
b“““'“g Phone 780-778-0699 780-778.5000 + Pipeline Integrity Digs
Fax 780-778-8431 « 24/7 Callout Services
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Blanket Classified Ads

Alberta and NWT for 5269 (up to 25 words) $8.00 each additional word, These ads are placed in over 100
community newspapers throughout Alberta. We can also place ads In other provinces throughaout Canada.

Buildings For Sale
INTEGRITY POST FRAME
BUILDINGS since 2008
BUILT WITH CONCRETE
POSTS. Barns, Shops, Rid-
ing Arenas, Machine Sheds
and more, sales@integrity-
built.com 1-866-974-7678
www.integritybuilt.com.

Employment
Opportunities

ROCKY MOUNTAIN

EQUIPMENT IS HIRING:
Parts Technicians, Agricul-
ture & Heavy Equipment
Techs - Journeyman,
Apprentices, CVIP/Truck
Techs, Shop and Field posi-
tions available. View Open
Roles www.rockymtn.com/
careers. Possible Relocation
and Signing Bonus Offered.

Employment Wanted
BLANKET THE

PROVINCE with a clas-
sified ad. Only $269/wk
(based on 25 words or
less). Reach 75 weekly
newspapers. Call NOW
for details. 1-800-282-
6903; www.awna.com;
email classifieds@awna.
com

Services

PRIVATE MORTGAGE
LENDER. All real estate

types considered. No
credit checks done. Deal
direct with lender and get
quick approval. 403-543-
0927; www.firstandsec-
ondmortgages.ca

Travel

OSOYOOS LAKESHORE
VILLA: Executive lakeview
villa in Osoyoos, BC,
breathtaking lake and
mountain views; just 3

minutes from town. Vaca-
tion in Canada's warmest
destination. Or warmer
weather, two luxurious
5-star resort units in
Phoenix, Arizona. Doug
306-716-2671 or visit

osoyooslakevilla.com

Feeling the

By Carol Kamel, ATB
Economics

Key points

* Despite  Alberta's
strong overall eco-
nomic performance,
small and medi-
um-size enterprises
(SMEs) are facing a
profitability squeeze
due to shifting con-
sumer demand,
rising commercial
rents, and rising raw
material and input
costs.

* To deal with these
pressures, business
owners say they are
taking a number of
measures, including
raising prices, ab-
sorbing margin hits,
slowing or halting
capital expansions,
and prioritizing
workforce  reten-
tion over headcount
growth.

Alberta is outper-
forming the rest of the
country on a number of
economic indicators:
population growth,
employment  growth,
and consumer spend-
ing. However, headline
numbers often mask
sentiment in the econ-
omy, including that of
small businesses.

Alberta small busi-
nesses are navigating
rising input costs, shift-
ing consumer demand,
and difficult hiring de-
cisions.

Our second edition
of The Quarterly Small
Business Pulse aims to
bridge the gap between
the macro and micro by

squeeze: Inside the
latest quarterly Small Business Pulse

an environment where
uncertainty is no longer
a temporary headwind,
but a baseline condition
for operating.
Key themes explored
in this quarter’s Pulse:
* The squeeze on
profitability: We
break down the top
three pressure points

bottlenecks? We
look at the break-
down of how Alber-
ta SMEs are split-
ting the burden of
rising costs—from
raising end-user
prices to absorbing
margin hits. We also
explore why some
are putting capital

Source: ATE Economics

Over the next 3 to 6 months, how do you expect
your employee headcount to change?

—
| ATE Econorics )

Maintain 6%%

combining economic
data and the on-the-
ground experiences
shared by the business
community in Alberta.

In this edition of the
Pulse, which features
a client interview and
a survey of 78 Alberta
business owners, we
unpack how entrepre-
neurs are adapting to

SMEs are facing
right now: shifting
consumer demand,
rising and volatile
upstream raw mate-
rial/input costs, and
higher commercial
retail rents.

» The strategic trade-
off: How are busi-
nesses adapting to
these  operational

expansions on hold,
and what that cau-
tious holding pattern
means for hiring in-
tentions over the
next six months.

A look at some of the

findings:

* Despite a 7.6%
surge in year-to-date
retail sales in Alber-
ta, 30% of business

owners cited weak
consumer demand
as a top challenge.
Rising  household
costs for food and
energy are leaving
less room for discre-
tionary purchases.

« While U.S. tariffs
make headlines, the
Alberta SMEs we

surveyed remain
largely insulat-
ed—=82% generate

zero revenue from
U.S. customers and
over 50% have no
direct U.S.-sourced
inputs.  However,
businesses continue
to face heightened
uncertainty and in-
direct supply chain
impacts from tariffs
and other geopoliti-
cal events.

* To manage the
squeeze,  business
owners are splitting
the burden: 40%
are raising end-user
prices, 30% are ab-
sorbing the margin
impact, and 28% are
delaying or cancel-
ling capital expan-
sions. With regard
to employee head-
count,  businesses
seem to be focused
on retention, with
nearly 70% planning

g 0Odds of a child being diagnosed
with autism: 1in110

ful | Nobabbling by | Nowords by
12 months. 16 months.

To learn more of the signs of autism, visit autisms peaks.org

x

AUTISM SPEAKS™
Its time to listen

to maintain their cur-
rent employee head-
count over the next
three to six months.
At the same time,
27% are planning to
expand headcounts,
a higher rate than
observed in national
surveys.

The bottom line:
While Alberta’s econo-
my continues to prove
its resilience, the cost of
doing business has in-
creased. Alberta SMEs
have also proven resil-
ient, but the road ahead
will be littered with
the direct and indirect
fallout of supply chain
friction and uncertainty.
Looking to the future,
businesses appear to be
taking a disciplined ap-
proach—safeguarding
profit margins, main-
taining strong cash re-
serves, and holding onto
the team that drives
their operations.

BUYING OLD JEWELRY

Rings,

ins, Charms, Bracelets, Brooches, Pendants, Necklaces, etc.

Vintage Jewelry | Gold Jewelry | Silver Jewelry
Broken Gold & Coins

Also buying Estate Collections.

GOLD ¢

PAID ™ SILVER

ALL JEWELRY,
ALL GOLD & SILVER COINS

Bars, Bullion, Ingots, Nuggets,
Sterling Silver, Old & Broken Gold, etc.

BUYING ENTIRE COIN

COLLECTIONS & OLD MONEY

TODD 1-780-504-7995
Covering ALL OF ALBERTA

Call or text Todd

ALL OVER ALBERTA+

CASH
FOR COINS

WANTED RovaL Canapian MinT coins, FRANKLIN
Mint, US MinT, WORLD SETS ETC, COLLECTOR'S COINS,
NUMIsMATICS, OLYMPIC COINS, OLD COINS, OLD S,

GOLD COINS, SILVER COINS, BARS, INGOTS, JEWELRY, NUGGETS,
sTerLING sILVER & ENTIRE COIN COLLECTIONS!

Numismatist/Gold & Silver Dealer

780-504-7995

| MAKE FREE HOUSE CALLS
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foll froe g1 866,235, 9906

Clinic 4439 - 52 Ave e Mortgage Associate

e
& 035059006 s .
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[ Weanne gould @ morgageqroup. oom

Providing Traffic
Controlfand Piloting

+Traffic Control
Personnel
+ Provide service for
emergency lane or road
closures
+ {onstruction
2one set ups
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780-424-9944 “he fress

Foreclosure Fear? Bank Loan Recalled?
Wage Garnishment? Mortgage/Rent Arrears?

wl Call Us. Talk to Us. We can help you NOW. Chedk us out
= 5 = 5 A.C. Waring FREE Consultation online at
areer ads, online at: Leasoaaesine. ‘WwWwW.DEBTEREEICA) .
L WWW.WIIiIBI:IIIII‘IpI‘ess.I:IIm J Trustee in Bankrﬁptcy Whltﬂﬂ“l'tpl'ﬂﬂ.mm
F RESCHKE FRITZ LLP | | NEED HELP? CALL  Mental Health Helpline
PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS ANYTIME! 1-877-303-2642 » Addiction Helpline
(24-1 1-866-332-2322 » Health Link 811
MARK R. RESCHKE, CPA, CA

PARTNER

Money Matters
Tax planning One Canadian Dollar = 0.70 US Dollar
Curpurﬂ te & Personal Tax Preparation at an exchange rate of 0.7014 (using nominal rate).
Full Accounting Services g Yo 0 “

Box 569, #101, 5011 - 51 Ave
Whitecourt, AB T7S 1IN6

P LE N, A e |

780-778-3981 m ”j”hkf@ rﬂfp.ca Dollar \.Iulues as of October 'I-4, 2026
4 )
9 METRIX GROUP ., | |CEIEALLUITD)
CHARTERED PROFESSIOMNAL Tim Hortons in Whitecourt is Fﬂﬂkfﬂg
ACCOUNTANTS to fill the following positions:
4927-51 AVENUE, PO BOX 328, WHITECOURT, AB T7S IN5 Food Service Attendant
61 KAYBOB DRIVE, PO BOX 83, FOX CREEK, AB T0OH 1P0 FU“ Tlme !i Shlft WDrk

Accounting * Tax * Estates & Trusts ¢ Bookkeeping Food Service Super\risor

Full Time / Shift Work

Controllership « Audit & Review Engagements

Michael Epp Terry St. Laurent Braedon Nawrot Kris George

GG IO C e B SHIFT INCENTIVE FOR OVERNIGHTS | [ A

Partner Partner Manager Manager | '
Whitecourt Fox Creek Please apply in person at the restaurant. WH"EB“URTPRESS_!
Edmonton Lloydminster Whitecourt/Fox Creek -~ '
T: 780-489-9606 T: 780-875-7433 T: 780-778-3091
Fort Saskatchewan Evansburg
T: 780-992-0266 T: 780-727-2017

, 4331-52 Ave Unit1 | 4216 Elko Drive
ToLL FREE: 1-877-489-9506  METRIXGROUP.CA _ Whitecourt, AB Whitecourt, AB

Compassionately serving families in Whitecourt,
Mayerthorpe, and surrounding communities since 1941.

+ Personalized Ceremonies - Reception Catering /Flowers

We will help | - Pre-arranged Funeral Plans -+ Monument Tributes Park Memorial..
you with: | - Clergy / Church and Halls - Grief Support l Funeral Home & Crematorium
+ Obituary Motices - Assistance with CPP Applications

www.parkmemarial.com




